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McGill Leads Gilman Through National Crisis

Days after his installation, new headmaster confronts the aftermath of terrorist attacks

BY ToM MILLER AND EDWARD DoOUGLAS

After three months as Gilman’s
headmaster, Mr. McGill has already seen
the school through what he affirms to be
the biggest crisis in United States history
since World War II. With simple courage
and intelligent decision making, the former
New Yorker and devoted Canadian patriot
has managed to maintain calm and produc-
tivity here since the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11th.

On Friday, September 7th, only three
days before the attacks, Jon McGill was
installed as the 12th headmaster of Gilman
School in an elaborate ceremony held in
the Finney Center. In striking contrast to
the somber mourning of the following
week, a celebratory air of solidarity and
community pride pervaded the assem-
bly, which included Gilman’s entire
faculty, staff, and student body, as well
as numerous parents, alumni, and rep-
resentatives from other local schools,
not unlike feudal vassals coming to
acclaim and pay homage to their new
and undisputed leader. All the banal
trappings of an opening convocation,
the bagpipers, the parade of class flags,
the songs and anthems sung by a frac-
tion of those attending, became reas-
suring signs of an enduring tradition.

As part of his opening remarks,
Mr. McGill read a poem that he himself
had composed only the night before.
“We commit some simple purpose
now,” he intoned. “Repeat old vows/
Renew kaleidoscopes of faith/ We see
the boys of summer/ And we catch
them in their fall/ So as to set them
rightly in their proper place.”

Among the other speakers were
Rina Janet, President of the Parents Associ-
ation, Mike Kovars, President of the Upper
School, and Stephen Scott, President of the
Board of Trustees. Faculty, staff, parent,
and alumni representatives subsequently
presented Mr. McGill with a large Gilman
door mat reading “Welcome” and a Gilman
team jacket. Not shy to show his true

colors, however, the headmaster quickly
exchanged the latter for a blue and gray
hockey jersey with his name imposed above
the number “12.”

“I’ve never had anything like that
done for me,” recalled Mr. McGill, adding
that he was “thrilled” to have many friends
and family members present at this defini-
tive event in his career. “During the cere-
mony I really ran the gamut of emotions,”
he said. “At points I was laughing, at others
I was near to tears.”
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hijacked planes. Mr. McGill was working
in his office, when, at 9:00 a.m., Mrs.
Imhoff, Secretary to the Headmaster, came
in and told him the World Trade tower was
on fire. Mr. McGill’s initial thought was
that the Baltimore tower had been hit, but
he soon comprehended the true nature of
the situation.

Like the throngs of students outside
his office in front of television screens in
the Common Room and Centennial Hall,
Mr. McGill watched in a state of disbelief.
“We stood in front of the TV staring for five
minutes. I couldn’t believe it was happen-
ing.” Soon thereafter, Mr. McGill cotacted

Mr. McGill joyously addresses the community at his instillation. Days later, he somberly
reads the newspaper headlines. (Left photo by Dr. Melay, right photo by John Miller)

A Sudden Terror

Though the attacks of September
11 hit targets in New York and Washing-
ton, the emotional paralysis felt by Ameri-
cans spread quickly across the nation. The
Gilman community was abruptly torn from
its daily routine and thrust before televi-
sions displaying the surreal images of the

Mr. Schmick and Reverend
Pietropaoli, to schedule an emergency
assembly to address the events of the morn-
ing.

In this meeting that brought all Upper
School classes to a halt, the community
observed a moment of silence to offer
prayer and support for the victims, rescue
workers, and families stricken by this

attack. Here Mr. McGill made a personal
commitment to aid any students who sought
emotional refuge, and pledged all his ser-
vices to members of the community trying
to contact family and friends.

Mr. McGill himself pursued such
action, as he tried in vain to contact friends
and colleagues in New York City. Coming
from the Poly Prep. School in Brooklyn,
these were undoubtedly distressing events
for Gilman’s new Headmaster.

For many Americans, this formed
yet another “where were you when...?”
moment in the their lives. For Mr. McGill,
these terrorist attacks were the most dev-
astating since 1941. In 1963, he clearly
recalls, “I was in school taking a science
test when I heard that President Kennedy
was assassinated.” Mr. McGill also notes
that he was teaching in London at the time
of the IRA terrorist attacks in the *70’s and
’80’s, and teaching when news broke of the
Oklahoma City bombing and Columbine
shooting. However saddening these events
were, Mr. McGill says that they cannot
compare with the grief he felt after the
attacks of the World Trade towers and the
Pentagon.
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Opinions

How Society Must Respond to
the Terrorist Attacks

BY ALEX HELFAND

"These are the times that try men's souls,"
wrote Thomas Paine in December 1776, in
response to the British presence in Amer-
ica during the Revolutionary War. The
invasion of an oppressive presence into his
country tore apart at his soul, a sentiment
that is reminiscent of how we have been
affected by the tragic events of September
11th, 2001.

Yet, it was not the event of British
oppression that tormented Paine, rather,
it was the times in which he lived that
provided the setting for such action that
truly tore at his being. Our souls are most
certainly tried by these troubled times in
which we live. We live in a world where
violence is glorified in the cinema, in video
games, on television, and in our schools.
Hatred and anger are the emotions that we
encounter daily. From "road rage" to school
shootings, our world has been imbued with
a sense of retribution and revenge. The
cultural movement that is occurring is dis-
heartening; more upsetting, however, is
our frequent inability to recognize it.

Our society is in denial. Living in
our own insulated environments, we fail
to heed the warning sirens of violence that
pierce the quiet on the western front of
our inattentive lives. As Gilman students,
Americans, and as human beings, we have
the unfortunate responsibility to break the
barrier of those times, by taking the ini-
tiative to tell the world that we will, in
the words of Simon and Garfunkel, form a
"bridge over troubled waters."

"Your time has come to shine,"
they sing, inspiring us to defeat our foe.
In an address to the nation on September
20th, President George W. Bush echoed
that vision by pledging that "this country
will define our times, not be defined by
them." Yet, our determination must be
guided by God's mandate that this mission

happens "not by might, and not by power,
but by spirit alone."

We must recognize just how
imperative it is that we remember that
physical steps alone cannot succeed in
abating terrorism, without changing the
spirit of violence that is the plague of our
time. To lie to ourselves by denying that
this calamitous act of terror is not a micro-
cosm of the reality that is this troubled
world is to risk its reoccurrence.

And this is not a message of pes-
simism, nor is it a manifesto of hopeless-
ness. Rather, it is a call to action. That as
an active community, as a school whose
mission embodies the virtue of commu-
nity service, we begin to change the psy-
chological environment that breeds such
crimes.

In the words of Mother Jones, a
union organizer for the United Mine Work-
ers, "pray for the dead, but fight like hell
for the living." After September 11th, these
words resonate for us as we try to make
sense of an event that is still beyond our
comprehension. We know our world has
changed, yet our reaction awaits defini-
tion. Mourning is our need, but our chal-
lenge is to honor the dead while preserving
our way of life.

And so we are not asked whether
we have the desire to work to make the
world a better place. We are beyond desire;
soon it will be our generation that must
defend the freedoms that we hold dear. It
is not a choice, it is an obligation. No one
need request our commitment to serve. We
are simply expected to do so. And this is
not tomorrow's task. We must begin today,
for the sake of our friends. We must start
this minute, for the sake of our children.
And, as we know all too well, it cannot
wait.
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Many agreed that this national trag-
edy would test the endurance of Gilman
and of America as a whole. Mr. McGill said
that the response from the student body
“confirmed what I’d been told,” in that the
Gilman community is “intelligent, serious,
and sensible.” Throughout the week, Mr.
McGill’s actions evidenced great compo-
sure and a respect for the gravity of these
events. For a new headmaster, there can
be no preparation for such a crisis. In Gil-
man’s case, however, Mr. McGill proved
more than able to provide the leadership
that the community needed both in reflec-
tion and in helping Gilman regain its aca-
demic focus.

Regarding Mr. McGill’s approach to
the situation, School President Mike Kovars
said, “I think he did a great job. He picked
the right times to address the community,
and also helped us get back to business as
normal. The assemblies were necessary to
get the community together, and I thought
the open microphone was a great idea.”

While Mr. McGill was visible in
leading Gilman, he also allowed for the
community to bring forward some of its
own issues. Not only did Mr. McGill open
the microphone to teachers and students
in an all-school assembly, but he has also
facilitated Gilman’s many efforts to send
aid to those who suffered in the attacks in
New York and Washington.

Overall, Mr. McGill describes the
week of September 11 as being “as diffi-
cult a week anyone could have.” Through
these events, however, Gilman witnessed
Mr. McGill guide the community and assert
himself as a Headmaster who will embrace
both the opportunities and challenges of
leadership.

A Return to Normalcy

In the three weeks since the terrorist
attacks, normal routine has largely returned
to Gilman. “The attacks are still very much
on the minds of the boys, the families, and
the school, but Mr. McGill has been a ter-
rific leader through all this,” affirmed Mr.
Schmick, Head of the Upper School. Soph-
omore John Davisson agrees. “Just like any
other large-scale news event, it shows up
in conversation and personal thoughts from
time to time, but I think life has basically
returned to a steady pace again.”

“I try to remain optimistic,” says Mr.
McGill. “I remind myself that the future
is about education - for the country, for
the world, for peace, for harmony - to give
people a moral center. That’s what the his-
tory of Gilman is all about. A Gilman edu-
cation is the kind of education I want for
the world.”

News Poll Results

The following data was taken from a News
poll, responded to by over 250 students
in advisor-advisee meetings on September
20.

1. How ddyou feel about the media
coverage of the events of Septem-
ber 11, 20017

7% A. They have not covered the
events in an appropriate manner.

9% B. They are making a bad situ-
ation worse.

77% C. Their coverage is fine.

7% D. They are making more of
these events than they should.

2. How do you think the nation
should respond?

1% A. We should not respond at
all.

23% B. We should seek a peaceful
resolution to the crisis.

60% C. We should use military
force.

16% D. We should seek revenge.

3. How do you feel about President
Bush’s recent remarks about these
events?

7%
enough.

A. They were not harsh

75% B. His remarks are just what
were needed.

18%
harsh.

C. His remarks were too

5% D. We should use the offices of
the Secretary General of the United
Nations

23% E. We should wait until more
1s known.

4. Should America Reinstate the
Draft?

Yes 13%

No 87%
5. Would you be willing to sacrifice
your life in the war against terror-
ism?

Yes 42%
No 58%
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How Should the U.S. Retaliate Against Terrorism?

With caution and restraint

BY JacoB HIMMELRICH

There is no getting around the fact
that the terrorist acts committed against
America on September 11 were the most
gruesome and hateful crimes carried out in
recent history. Like the rest of the people
in the United States, I would like to see the
people who perpetrated this despicable act
brought to justice. We must, however, as

support from the world community as they
do at present. Even China, who earlier
this year was considered to be a “strategic”
enemy, has pledged support and America’s
efforts to wipe out terrorism. We would
be wise to capitalize on this promised aid
and work to prevent terrorism from occur-

ring on our shores in the future. Devastat-

a country founded on

ing military actions

reason, consider the ”DevaStating military against  abjectly

repercussions of our
actions.

There is no debate
that the United States
needs more control
on who is allowed
to enter the country;
we must not, how-
ever, discriminate
against Islamic
people because a
group of radicals prac-
ticing a cult-like form
of the religion were
behind this act. Chris-

tians must remember

actions against
abjectly poor nations,
while probably
deserved, will only
inspire more people
from those nations to
commit savage
attacks against the

poor nations, while
probably deserved,
will only inspire
more people from
those nations to
commit savage
attacks against the
United States and
other free
countries. Rather,
the current cooper-

ation among coun-

that radicals from
their religion have committed terrorist acts
at abortion clinics. Radical Jews have
committed terrorist acts against Palestin-
ians and assassins killed Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzchak Rabin. While the United
States should work on making this country
more secure, we must not engage in over-
zealous ethnic profiling.

The U.S. must also be careful to
avoid the deaths of more Americans in the
seemingly unavoidable war with Afghani-
stan. Russia and England, at the peak of
their power, lost wars to what seemed to be
a much inferior Afghan guerilla force. Leo
Korolkov, a Russian who fought in Afghan-
istan in the 1980s noted, “These fighters
can bring any country, even a superpower
-- be it Russia, the United States or Europe
-- to the brink of catastrophe.” The pros-
pect of fighting another war against a
guerilla force in their territory is scary.
The U.S. should seek justice against the
people who have committed these acts;
full-fledged war however against coun-
tries like Afghanistan should be debated
thoroughly by the American people thor-
oughly.

It is hard for me to remember any
time when the United States had as much

. tries  concerned
United States and about their security

. 4+ should be used to

other free countries.” ' ..
partnerships  that

will hurt terrorists and the countries that
give them political and financial refuse.
The coalition could also be used to give aid
to countries that cooperate, such as the case
with Pakistan.

The U.S. must continue to adhere
to the ideals that make the country great.
Rather than isolating ourselves and sacrific-
ing the freedom and prosperity that are the
cornerstones of our nation, we must take
an active role in making the world a safer
The United States should
not let the terrorists acts of September 11

place for all.

go unpunished; we should, however, allow
rational thinking and not emotion dictate

With immediate military force

BY JOHN LANG

As I walked from the Capital to the
Pentagon just five days after the terrorist
attacks of September 11, I noticed that the
Capitol building had several new features
very different than when I had worked there
just two weeks earlier. They included con-
crete barricades surrounding the buildings
and trucks that were now parked in front

CIA, NSA, and FBI have the ability to
institute and gain intelligence for Ameri-
ca’s foreign policy with relative ease and
no bureaucratic red tape.

A long military campaign, however,
will surely not be the only response to the
devastation of September 11. The Presi-
dent has already created the Department

of any entrance to

of Home Security, which

Capitol Plaza. As ”Anythin g short o f will be headed by Penn-
I walked on, I was sylvania Governor Tom
startled by the roar the use o f our Ridge and has been given
- * 7 full cabinet status.
?nfilitafylsielic?g} nutton 5 nuClellr ’ CaAllllle S aelii)nomic
ters that circled the Cupa bi li ti es i S War- cffect experienced by all

city. After reaching
within a half mile
of the Pentagon, I
was stopped four
times by police.
After this experi-
ence, it became all
too real that terror-
ists had not only
attacked the sym-
bols of our nation,

ranted in this
situation, including
full invasion, and
not simply tactical
and limited ground
combat.”

has been the sagging
stock market and slump-
ing confi-
dence. In a response to
this, the President must
severely cut the capital
gains tax, therefore
encouraging the
purchase and sale of
stock. This effort in con-
junction with lower inter-

consumer

but our way of
life.

President Bush has told us vaguely
of what is to come. Our response will
be a massive and sustained military attack
on Afghanistan’s Taliban government, and
quite possibly a move against Baghdad, two
governments which openly harbor and sup-
port terrorist operations. We have gained
wide support throughout the world, includ-
ing the unlikely backing of Iran. This
response, however, is insufficient. Any-
thing short of the use of our nation’s nuclear
capabilities is warranted in this situation,
including full invasion, and not simply tac-
tical and limited ground combat. Where
the Soviets failed to contain Afghanistan,
we will succeed. Congress must also limit
congressional oversight to a point that the

President Bush addresses Congress on

is plans

for retaliation. (AP Photo/ Win McNamee, Pool)

est rates ordered by the
Federal Reserve Board of Governors will
surely strengthen consumer confidence,
and, therefore, the U.S. economy.

On a social note, the age of political
correctness and anti-criminal profiling will
most likely come to an end. Effects of this
will be seen immediately when President
Bush denies over three million illegal Mex-
ican immigrants legal status in the U.S.
as requested by Mexican President Vicente
Fox. Many civil liberties have already been
sacrificed in the name of national security,
and this process must continue in order to
secure our nation.

At our age, the possibility of a draft
looms ominously. This would only be nec-
essary if China moves against Taiwan while
we are engaged in the Middle East, which is
highly unlikely. As of just a few years ago,
the United States has maintained a peace-
time standing army of only 500,000. This
may not be adequate to fight on both the
Middle Eastern and Chinese fronts simul-
taneously.

Finally, regardless of political affili-
ation, we all must stand in support of the
President’s policies. This is vital because,
if a country is not united, the nation’s poli-
cies, and in this case, foreign policy, will
become weak. We must not question the
motives of the National Security Council,
but instead recognize how fortunate we are
to have such a capable and experienced
team to lead us to a decisive victory against
terrorism in the Middle East.
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Class Competition Motivates Soccer Team

BY JASON GANT

Hoping to score a point for his team, Junior James Pilgrim performs a ball trick as

Senior Kerry O’Connor looks on.

Competing in team sports is one
of the most rewarding experiences a person
can have during their life. Whether it be
football or water polo, hockey or basketball,
participating in a team sport builds camara-
derie amongst teammates, and teaches one
to depend on others, as well as let
others depend on you. Despite the stressed
importance of teamwork, great individual
play is the most glorified feature of
sports. Without great play from at least
one player during the game, the team
is most likely to suffer a defeat.

Understanding how important it is
to have good individual efforts within the
team framework of the game, teams often
reward players who individually perform
well. One common method of this can
be found most noticeably among the foot-
ball teams at Florida State and Ohio State.
These teams give the players decal stick-
ers every time they perform a task that
helps the team win the game. For the Semi-
noles, they receive a tomahawk, while for
the Buckeyes, they receive, appropriately, a
buckeye for each good performance on the
field they have. Our own Gilman football
team has also adopted this method of moti-
vation, giving out stickers of skulls and
crossbones. These stickers, while seem-
ingly trivial, serve as a great incentive
for the individual players to perform well.

The Gilman varsity soccer team,
however, has conceived a very unorthodox
method of motivation. Instead of focusing
on the performance of the individual,
the team has implemented a competition
between the classes within the team. Ongo-
ing throughout every game, each grade

(Photo by John Miller)

attempts to score as many points as possi-
ble. For every goal and assist that a player
gets, his grade will receive a point. Which-
ever class finishes with the most points at
the end of the season obtains bragging rights
as having the class with the best players.

Contrary to the divisive nature of
this competition, the players do not let it
affect them on the field. When asked about
this contest within the team, senior captain
Brooks Long commented, “We only worry
about it before the game, and after it [the
game] has ended. While we are actually
playing, we just worry about doing our best
and most importantly, winning.” He later
added that, “It is ok for me to pass to a
teammate in a lower class because I know
that we would still get a point because of the
assist.” Not all members of the team are as
enthused about the competition. Junior Z.
Ross Fragapane stated, “It’s just a friendly
competition. It’s not that important.”

So far, it has been a close race
between the senior and junior classes for
the most points. Long and Kerry O’Connor
lead the senior class, while Kyle Ariano
and James Pilgrim rack up points for the
junior class. It will be interesting to see
which team comes out on top in the end
of the season. Micah Fergenson, a soph-
omore on the team, gave his take on the
contest: “The seniors should [win] because
Brooks [Long] and Eddie [Douglas] have
a lot of assists. They can’t score though.”
So, while watching future soccer games,
don’t just root for Gilman, but try to
see how your class is doing in the
“Varsity Soccer Class Competition.”

Water Polo Struggles In
Gilman Tourney

BY ASEEM SOOD
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Senior goalie Singleton Mathews makes the save.

Between Thursday, September
20" and Saturday the 22", the Gilman var-
sity water polo team played an intense 5
games. Defeating McDonough on Thurs-
day, 12-10, the team was off to a good
start. However, they would not be able to
maintain the same momentum through-
out their own Gilman Tournament. The
7% annual Gilman Water Polo Tourna-
ment ran from Friday through Saturday,
with a handful of reputable schools com-
peting. A few of these teams were Cathe-
dral Prep, St. Benedicts, Calvert Hall and
Wilton A.

Friday’s opening round of the
tournament brought a disappointing loss
against the Dons of Loyola, a game in
which the Hounds lost starting senior
Derrick Wang to an injury. When asked
about Friday’s game, Sophomore Alan
Wu commented, “The team didn’t really
play to our full potential.” Next up for
the ‘Hounds was a triple-header sched-
uled for Saturday. The first opponent was
the Wilton school’s “A” team, located in
Norfolk, Connecticut. Despite their hard
play, the Greyhounds came away with a

o

(Photo by John Miller)
tough loss. The second match of the day
was against St. Benedicts. With a final
score of 6-6, the two teams ended this
game in a tie. The final match that the
water polo team played on Saturday was
against Cathedral Prep. Gilman unfor-
tunately suffered another loss, and fin-
ished with a tournament record of 0-3-1.
Coach Budde commented that his team
“did not perform their best partly because
our guys worked hard running the tour-
nament itself.” Senior Michael Marshak
said that, “It was overwhelming to play
5 games in such a short span of time.”
He later added, “The player’s minds were
not as in the game as they should have
been.” Despite the disappointing tourna-
ment record, the Gilman varsity water
polo team hopes to have the type of
season that is expected of them. They
immediately bounced back with an 8-6
win over Loyola, redeeming. the loss they
were dealt in the first match of the Gilman
Tournament. If this game is any indica-
tion of the team’s rejuvenated spirit, the
remainder of the season looks bright.
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Sophomore Zach Goldberg receives the pass against CM Wright. (Photo by John Miller)



