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Gilman Family Awaits Return 
of One of its Own

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW
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Students Anton Lande and Teddy 
Minch Enjoy Wonderful Experi-

ences in French Exchange
BY SAM NOVEY

    This past spring and summer, 
Gilman participated in an exchange 
with a school in Lyon, France.  In the 
spring, French exchange students 
Raimon and Louis spent several weeks 
living with and shadowing hosts Teddy 
Minch ô06 and Anton Lande ó06.  This 
June, Raimon and Louis returned the 
favor by hosting Minch and Lande.
    Minch and Lande, along with Bryn 
Mawrôs participants in the exchange, 
stayed with their host families in Lyon 
for two and a half weeks before going to 
Paris and sightseeing for several days.  
While seeing famous sights such as the 
Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, and 
the Louvre was interesting, it was not 
the highlight for Minch.  ñWe saw the 
standard lineup of tourist attractions, 
but most of it was experiencing the 
French way of life.ò
    And what a way of life it is.  ñPeople 
are laid back and not in a hurry,ò said 
Minch ñItôs no big deal if youôre late.ò  
Also, eating is a completely different 
experience.  ñThe food was awesome!  
Everything was a lot more fresh; not a 
lot of snacking either.ò

    In Paris, the exchange students 
stayed at a global village of sorts; a 
youth hostel with visitors from around 
the world.  ñIt was cool to meet people 
of so many ethnicities.  We all tried to 
communicate in French, our common 
language, but it was hard to do with so 
many different accents.ò
    In recent years, unfortunately, rela-
tions between the United States and 
France have soured, but this did not 
faze or affect the exchange participants.  
ñWe werenôt really confronted with it,ò 
said Minch.  American tourists as a 
whole, however, were not exempt from 
French ire.  ñThe French make a big 
distinction between the Americans who 
try to speak the language and jump into 
culture, and the Americans who walk 
around Paris speaking English and 
wearing NFL jerseys.ò
    The French exchange was an incred-
ible experience for all involved as they 
experienced each otherôs vastly different 
cultures.  ñJust walking on the streets of 
France was an experience,ò commented 
Minch.

On the right, Teddy Minch (top) and Anton Lande pause for a group 
picture with fellow exchange students. (Photo by Ms. Trapp)

ñAnd in this organization, you will be 
regarded as family.ò (www.usmc.mil/)

    Dr. Mary Jo Ebo, anchor of the 
Gilman Middle School Music Depart-
ment remembers; she canôt forget, not 
now.  Not when the memories them-
selves are so precious.  And so, if you sit 
and listen for a few moments, it almost 
feels as if you were there, too, witness-
ing the scene even as she recounted it 
three weeks after her husband had left 
for training in California.   
    Night was falling.  A typical summer 
night, but in a remote corner of the 
Gilman campus the chorus of crickets, 
their voices swelling in the lazy air was 
joined by another sound ï a warm, low, 
melodious series of notes.  Mr. Ken Ebo 
was playing his horn, making music, 
doing the thing he loves.  Every day, 
as reliable as the song of the nocturnal 
insects, came the voice of the trombone. 
Tonight, though, it was a little bit differ-
ent.  Maybe the notes were a bit more 
mellow, a bit more melancholy.  Maybe 
they were drawn out just a little, linger-
ing on themselves, reluctant to depart.  
Because the man working the brass slide 
realized he would be leaving tomorrow, 
realized his trombone, his music, his 
pregnant wife, his home would be left 
behind.

    It wasnôt all that bad.  His wife, he 
knew, was well provided for.  When the 
baby comes at the end of the year, she 
will have support. The Marines take care 
of their own.   Dr. Ebo herself volunteers 
as part of a family support group, work-
ing directly with her husbandôs unit 
commander as interlocutor between the 
unit and the families of the servicemen 
involved.  ñI donôt really have anything 
else to do until school starts,ò she notes 
with an ironic laugh, ñbesides, I get to 
know stuff fast.ò  But what of family?  
Dr. Eboôs mother is with her, helping her 
cope, cooking her southern meals, get-
ting things ready for the baby.  Still, she 
is the ýrst among many, for where could 
one ýnd a closer-knit familial connec-
tion than that shared by the members 
of the Gilman community? Speaking 
from Camp Pendleton in California 
on August 22nd, weeks removed from 
the last time he got to see his wife, Ebo 
noted, ñ Dr. Ebo and I are both over-
whelmed with the level of support that 
the Gilman community has given us.  
It makes us very grateful, and it makes 
me especially happy to know that sheôs 
a part of that.ò 
     What is it exactly about the Marines 
that he loves so much, that makes all 
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Mr. Ebo stands in front of  war memorial (courtesy of Dr. Ebo)




