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The wait is over.  After many months of
interviews, meetings, and discussions, the
Board of Trustees has announced that on
July 1st, 2001, Mr. Jon McGill will become
Gilman’s twelfth headmaster.

McGill, born in London, England, cur-
rently holds the associate headmaster posi-
tion at the Polytechnic Preparatory Day
School in Brooklyn, New York.  From his
studies at the University of London and the
University of Waterloo in Canada, he has
earned bachelor’s degrees in History and
English literature and masters degrees in
History and urban education.  He was once
a semi-pro ice hockey player and is cur-
rently 52 years old.

Current headmaster Mr. Archibald
Montgomery IV announced in March of
2000 that his reign as headmaster, which
began in 1992, would end in July of 2001.
Immediately thereafter, the Board of Trust-
ees set up a Search Committee, headed by
Mr. Mark Fetting, ’72, to find a replace-

ment.  Working with a Connecticut-based
consulting firm, the committee considered
more than eighty initial applicants from
around the country.

After the field was narrowed to four can-
didates, each was invited to tour Gilman and
to meet with members of the faculty, the
Board of Trustees, and the student advisory
board to the Search Committee - a group of
Upper School students established to repre-
sent the opinions of the student body in the
search.  During an Upper School assembly
some weeks later, Mr. Fetting announced,
contrary to the Search Committee’s plans,
that Jon McGill would be the only finalist.
“If we (the Search Committee) decide that
Mr. McGill is not the one for the job, then
we will go back to the drawing board,” Mr.
Fetting commented regarding the
committee’s decision to select one finalist,
rather than follow the original plan with two
semi-finalists.

One week after Mr. Fetting’s announce-
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MR. JON MCGILL SELECTED TO HEAD GILMAN

Mr. McGill appears ready to accept the challenge.

ment, Mr. McGill returned to
Gilman to address the students
and faculty during an Upper
School assembly, allowing all Up-
per school students to get a
glimpse of his personality and per-
spective on several issues.  Mr.
McGill answered questions and
jokingly discussed the impact of
the Subway Series on New York
City, which was concurrent to his
visit.  Although relatively brief,
this assembly was significant be-
cause of the first impression that
Mr. McGill made on the faculty
and students.

For the most part, Mr. McGill
made a favorable impression, even
with Mr. Montgomery, who de-
scribed Mr. McGill as warm,
genuine, relaxed, and interested.
“I thought he seemed intelligent
and eloquent and had a tremen-
dous sense of humor,” observed
Upper School modern language
teacher Mrs. LindaTrapp.  Sopho-
more Alex Tanton commented, “I
liked him because he seemed am-
bitious.”

Several weeks later, Mr. Fetting
announced in another Upper
School assembly that the Board of
Trustees voted unanimously to
make McGill the next headmaster.
Although this announcement did not sur-
prise many students, Mr. McGill was thrilled
to hear the news.  “I was delighted and ex-
cited,” he said.  “Gilman was my first
choice, and Baltimore is a city that my wife
and I are eager to get to know and support.”

When asked what he thought separated
Mr. McGill from the many other candidates,
Mr. Montgomery speculated that “it was a
combination of experience and established,
demonstrated dedication to the values that
Gilman holds most dear - mind, body, and
spirit.”

Other faculty members such as classics
teacher Mr. Anton Vishio expressed their
approval of the Board’s selection.  “Mr.
McGill is a scholar and athlete who embod-
ies the scope of the Gilman ‘Mission State-
ment,’” Vishio said.  “In addition, he is an
educator with an ideal administrative back-
ground.”

Student body president Pat Ercole agreed
that Mr. McGill’s experience would serve
him well as headmaster.  “Mr. McGill
sounds like a good fit because he loves
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GN: What aspects of Gilman do you
find most appealing from your visits so far?
JM: The boys whom I met in Lower,
Middle, and Upper School.  They were
friendly, enthusiastic about their school
and very welcoming of me.  Gilman has a
reputation for wonderful students and now
I know why.
GN: How will it feel to leave Poly
Prep?
JM: I’ll have some mixed feelings.
I’m very close to many students, I’ve
learned a lot here, and I’ll miss much of
what makes this school a great place.  But
there could not be anything better than
moving from one great school to another,
and I believe that I will feel at home in
Gilman very quickly.
GN: Mr. Fetting told the student body
that Gilman was Number 1 on your list of
schools that you wanted to go to.  Why was
that?
JM: I believe that Gilman attracted me
because people there were direct, honest,
and very proud of their school.  I looked
for a school where character building was
important and part of a long tradition; I
also wanted to go to a school of high aca-
demic reputation and good athletic pro-

grams. Gilman is one of the rare schools that
seems to me to have everything.
GN: What do you see as the challenge
for the Gilman community in the future?
JM: The challenge for Gilman is the
same as for all high quality educational in-
stitutions: to find ways to serve young
people; to promote mind, body, and spirit in
the service of community and society; to
continue to create a school culture and cli-
mate the welcomes everyone; to support fac-
ulty and parents as they undertake difficult
but highly rewarding work.
GN: What is your educational philoso-
phy?
JM: My philosophy is centered upon
students and their needs and the world in
which they live.  I believe very strongly in
the power of education to lift hearts, minds,
and spirits, to provide power and optimism
for a community, to help us focus on a hori-
zon full of possibilities.  I work hard with
young people to encourage them to think
deeply about who they are, and how they can
serve others.  We are purposeless if we serve
only our own narrow interests.  We can do
so much to support other people, to provide
hope where there is little, to promote peace
in the face of conflict, to speak of joy and
spread laughter where there is pain and pes-
simism.  These are the elements of our lives
that make us truly human and education pro-
vides a basis on which we can build that bet-
ter world that humans have debated, dis-
cussed, and envisioned for many centuries.

kids,” Ercole added.
Mr. Montgomery felt that “Being a fine

scholar and teacher will give him credibil-
ity among the faculty, and being a lover of
sports and athletics will give him credibil-
ity among coaches and athletes.  His inter-
national background will help with
Gilman’s diversity.”

Mr. Montgomery also predicted what
he thinks will happen when Mr. McGill
takes over next year.  “I think Mr. McGill
will bring an inevitable change in style; I
am not sure what kind exactly,” he said.
“I think he will take his time to look around
and then make the necessary changes be-
cause he is a temperate and thoughtful in-
dividual.”

While some students found it odd that
the Search Committee only selected one
finalist, others disagreed because they felt
satisfied with the results of the process.  Mr.
Montgomery felt that the search was con-
ducted promptly and with great care be-
cause “The proof is in the pudding.  We
have the right man for the job.”
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            Editorial

The controversy that continues to drag
on in the Sunshine State threatens to di-
minish what little faith Americans have in
the political system.  Already a cynical
nation because of the proliferation of spe-
cial-interest politics and the ever-
gridlocked two-party setup, the United
States has reached a high water mark for
absurd abuse of Constitutional mandates.
The ingenious leaders of Florida, in coop-
eration with attorneys representing both
Bush and Gore, have created a travesty
reminiscent of a Voltaire satire.  What can
we learn as a democracy still in its evolu-
tionary stages?  Is it possible for any good
to arise from debates about pregnant chads?

The first issue that I think deserves a
bit of attention is the “sour grapes” label
attributed by various right-leaning people
to Vice President Al Gore.  Such pundits
harbor the ridiculous belief that George W.
Bush would somehow concede defeat if he
were in Gore’s predicament.  If Gore had
beaten Bush by a margin of about 500 votes
and identical problems had plagued the
vote-counting process, I believe that Bush
would mount the same type of legal chal-
lenge.  “Well,” Republicans remark, “The
State of Florida has certified Bush’s vic-
tory, and no doubt remains that Bush has
won the 25 electoral votes.”  How com-
pletely irrational are these comments!
There exist so many dubious aspects of
Bush’s puny victory margin that Republi-
cans should keep their oral apertures fully
sealed.  The infamous Buchanan butterfly
ballot, lost ballot boxes, voter intimidation,
Republican domination of Florida politics,
and the erroneous hole-punching are more
than enough to demonstrate a flawed elec-
tion system.  We will never truly know who
won the 2000 Presidential election.  How-
ever, we can do our very best to pretend
that a fair result will be forged on the basis

of vast improprieties involved with an inef-
ficient and error-prone method of vote tally-
ing.

Clearly, based on the razor-thin difference
in Florida and in other states, neither candi-
date has been given a popular mandate to
govern.  Gore, oddly enough, has come away
with a lead in the popular vote, although he
does not have a majority.  I have to question
why on earth we would put the thrice-ar-
rested son of an ineffective president into
office eight years after concluding that his
father was not the greatest leader.  Next, I
must add, Bush received less overall votes
(it’s rather plain and simple, folks) than his
opponent, and he still gets a free pass to the
highest elected office in our country for four
whole years.

I say we let Clinton keep the Oval Office
until we sort things out.  No, he’s not a great
person, and he doesn’t treat his dear Hilary
all that kindly.  But, his firm leadership of
the United States over the past eight years
legitimizes remaining in power.  To hell with
Amendment XXII anyway.  And, forget
about good ole Monica – she never really
mattered to anybody, and her importance was
blown way out of proportion.  If she had
impaired President Clinton’s ability to gov-
ern, then, I would have considered her a prob-
lem.  However, Mr. Clinton’s skillful navi-
gation of this country’s ship in the turbulent
waters of post-Cold War politics merits a
highly commendable rating.  It’s all about
the economy, stupid.  I don’t really believe
that Clinton disgraced the Presidency.  Al-
though I lack trust in the Vice President’s
ability to inherit the reins from Mr. Clinton,
I think Bush would significantly lower the
national IQ.  George W. is not serious about
leading our country anywhere in particular;
he plays politics like it’s some big frat game.
He also comes across as disingenuous, to say
the least.

On another note, Gore merely had to so-
licit an endorsement from Clinton to win the
election with ease.  But no, Gore is too con-
cerned with proving that he is an alpha male
to ask for help.  Clinton’s extremely high
approval ratings demonstrate his potential
clout in the recent election.  Gore also mis-
calculated in refusing Nader’s proposals to
drop out if Gore would agree to certain leg-
islative priorities.  Nader may have aban-
doned the race if Gore had returned the
former consumer advocate’s phone calls.
Perhaps Democrats have the right to blame
Nader for spoiling the election.  It is evident
that Gore would have won without the Nader
factor.  But, in years past, Perot helped out
the Democrats – it all evens out.

As far as 3rd party candidates, I think we
need more diversity in our candidate pool.
The current system, in which two fairly simi-
lar parties dominate the political landscape
nationwide, risks alienating huge portions of
the American population.  With both Repub-
lican and Democratic parties moving to the
ideological center of the spectrum (Compas-
sionate Conservatism and New Democrats),
voters at the poles of the spectrum lack po-
litical voice.  Ever-increasing numbers of
environmentalist-anticorporate movements
on the left and gun-wielding libertarians on
the right show that many Americans with
somewhat reasonable views are prohibited
from occupying a permanent place in our
version of representative democracy.  3rd

parties permit such groups a chance to par-
ticipate in the political process and send their
share of representation to Congress.

To resume dealing with the election, I
have no suggestions for how to measure
votes accurately when both humans and
machines are built with a slight degree of
inaccuracy.  I am certain, however, that we
need to put in place a uniform system for
conducting presidential elections and mak-
ing sure that the American people actually
elect the President.  We should be rather
concerned when democratically-challenged
nations such as Russia and Ecuador are of-
fering to send election monitors to the U.S.
to make sure that our process is fair.  Faith
in our nation’s integrity has decreased
around the world as a result of the recent
mockery of free election procedures down
in Jeb Bush’s state.

If nothing else, this election highlights
the huge differences between rural and ur-
ban, black and white, Northeast/West and
South/Midwest.  The blue indicating Gore
country and the red indicating Bush coun-
try on the TV electoral maps showed such
an amazing regional separation.  I suppose
that regional, ethnic, religious, and socio-
economic factors have always played a role
in elections, but this one has emphasized
the disparity.  While watching the election
coverage, I almost caught myself saying
that maybe everyone would be happy if we
split the country into two and let Gore and
Bush rule their respective halves.  Which-
ever man finally steps into office as the 43rd

President, I sincerely hope that he will work
toward ameliorating regional differences
and will unify our nation in the aftermath
of a truly absurd election.

BY BEN PIVEN

Political Analysis: A Few Modest Proposals

What do you think about all this
Floridian chaos? The community responds...

“It’s somewhat worthless.
Tacos   are good, especially
the lupas, boss. Yeah, seri-
ously, this election  is dull.”
- Val Whittaker, ‘01

“I say that this election is a
foolish thing.  It’s ridiculous
how much Gore is being a sore
loser.” - Dallas Jacobs, ‘04

“I think that they should just
flip a coin and forget about it.
It’s done with.  Nobody really
cares  anymore.”
- Saul Waller, ‘01

“At this point, I think it’s gone
on too long.  Although I’m a
Gore guy, he should be decent
and give up.” - Mr. Don Rogers
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Many people over the past thirty-five
years have looked at Ralph Nader and seen
the embodiment of everything they want
America’s politicians to be.  But
as the old adage goes, “Be care-
ful what you wish for.”  Many
of those same people who have
admired Ralph Nader’s quali-
ties were probably shaking their
heads as they opened their
newspapers on the morning of
November eighth.  While
George Bush’s President-Elect
status was on hold, the effects
of Ralph Nader’s presidential
candidacy were clear.  He had
probably cost Al Gore the elec-
tion and set progressive ideas,
not to mention his reputation, a
step back.

The numbers tell a part, al-
beit a large part, of the story.  Al
Gore lost the state of New
Hampshire by less than nine thousand
votes.  Ralph Nader garnered more than
twenty-two thousand votes in New Hamp-
shire.  If Gore had carried New Hampshire,
that would have forced Bush to carry ei-
ther New Mexico or Oregon, states which
he will most likely lose when the final vote
tally is confirmed, in addition to Florida.
New Mexico and Oregon would also be
solidly in Gore’s camp if Nader were not
on the ballot.  In those two states, Nader
received more than ninety eight thousand
votes combined, at last count, while the dif-
ference between Gore and Bush in the two
states combined is less than ten thousand
votes.

But the greatest evidence of the “Nader
Factor”, as TV pundits dubbed his support
among the voters, was in the state of
Florida, where Al Gore is currently fight-
ing for the presidency.  In that state, Al Gore
trails by less than a thousand votes.  Ralph
Nader received more than ninety thousand
votes in the state.

When the possibility of the Nader Fac-
tor swinging states into the Bush category
was brought up during the campaign,
Nader supporters claimed that their candi-
date would draw most of his votes from
those who would have sat out the election
had he not been on the ballot.  But this ar-
gument is simply incorrect.  Only twenty
nine percent of Nader voters would have
sat out the election had Nader not been on
the ballot, national exit polls showed.
Those same exit polls show that forty-eight
percent of people who voted for Ralph
Nader would have voted for Al Gore oth-
erwise, while only twenty-one percent said
they would have voted for Bush, had Nader
not been on the ballot.  At best, the Nader
campaign assertion that he would draw
mostly new voters to his ticket was a mis-
guided hope.  At worst, it was deceitful and
reckless.

The Green Party candidate also declared
during the campaign that no votes belonged
to Gore.  In Mr. Nader’s defense, that is the

basis of American democracy.  Each voter
gets to make his or her own choice.  But
America’s democracy and its presidency are
based on the concept of a two party system.
The president is not required to gain a ma-
jority of votes cast, and there are no presi-
dential run-off elections.  If there were a run-
off, Mr. Gore would almost certainly emerge
victorious in this election, as George H. W.
Bush probably would have in 1992.

The two party system, the American po-
litical system today, is based on coalition
building.  The Republican coalition includes
the religious right and fiscal conservatives.
The Democratic coalition includes social and
fiscal liberals.  These coalitions are delicately
balanced.  The parties build these coalitions
so that they are, in theory, large enough to

create electoral victories and small enough
to not splinter over conflicting demands, for
example, between environmentalists and or-

ganized labor, both tradtionally Demo-
cratic constituencies.
Mr. Nader seemed to think that by split-

ting the Democratic coalition, he could
wield more power.  On election night,
Nader declared his Green Party, which
garnered three percent of the vote nation-
ally, a watchdog to monitor the other two
parties.  This theory is nonsensical.  I can
personally guarantee that George Bush,
Dennis Hastert, and Trent Lott will not be
intimidated or influenced by a party that
has no congressional seats, no governor-
ships, no federal funding, and draws votes
mainly from disaffected Democrats.  And
more than my guarantee, history is against
Mr. Nader’s watchdog hopes.  How much
influence did Ross Perot wield over ei-
ther the Republicans or Democrats in
1993?  Or John Anderson in 1981?  Even

Teddy Roosevelt in 1913?  Little to none!
Taking history’s lesson, the only people the
Green Party will scare are centrist Demo-
crats, people who are important in securing
the presidency and congressional seats for
the Democratic coalition.

But more harmful than all of this pur-
poseful ignorance and arrogance by Nader
and his supporters was his campaign’s as-
sertion that Al Gore and George W. Bush
are basically the same candidate.  Nader
derided them as  “Tweedledee and
Tweedledum,” and he declared that the
Democrats and Republicans were just mem-
bers of one giant corporate party.

Shame on Ralph Nader!  His thirty-five
years working tirelessly for social progress
should have taught him that reckless rheto-

ric, especially the kind that politicians use
to get elected, is not a solution to the many
problems America faces.  Yet perhaps for
Ralph Nader, a wealthy, white male (not co-
incidentally, much like his supporters), there
is no difference between the Democratic and
Republican parties.  But for millions of
Americans, there is a significant difference.
Mr. Nader will not be receiving The Earned
Income Tax Credit next year, but millions
of Americans will.  Mr. Nader will not have
an unwanted pregnancy next year, but over
a million American women will.  Mr. Nader
will not be discharged from the United States
military next year, but hundreds of other-
wise qualified gay and lesbian servicemen
will be.  Ralph Nader will not be denied
health care next year, but tens of millions of
Americans will be.  Ralph Nader most likely
will not be pulled over because of the color
of his skin next year, but thousands of non-
white people will be.  For all these Ameri-
cans, and so many others, the differences
between Al Gore and George Bush are great.

For people who have been fighting the
tough fights all their lives, people like Gloria
Steinem, Jesse Jackson, and Barney Frank,
the choice on Election Day was clear.  For
people who have nothing to gain from a
watchdog party, and everything to gain from
meaningful legislation and progressive ap-
pointees, the choice on Election Day was
clear.  Sadly, Nader’s supporters also saw a
clear choice on Election Day.  Too bad that
the only thing they saw was a mirage cre-
ated by a frustrated and egotistical Ralph
Nader.  Too bad voters have to reach a mi-
rage before they realize that it does not ex-
ist, and that certain supposedly thoughtful
citizens selfishly put W. into office.

BY ROBERT MEYERHOFF

Nader Noxious to Democrats’ Dreams

Nader derided Bush andNader derided Bush and
Gore as  “TweedledeeGore as  “Tweedledee

and Tweedledum,” andand Tweedledum,” and
he declared that thehe declared that the

Democrats andDemocrats and
Republicans were justRepublicans were just
members of one giantmembers of one giant

corporate party. Shamecorporate party. Shame
on Ralph Nader!on Ralph Nader!

By Dan TullyBy Dan Tully
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With the recent proliferation of Gilman
clubs, the community is called to judge the
true value of such extracurricular activities.
This year’s club assembly brought many
promises to restore dilapidated clubs. Fre-
quently, club presidents prefaced their
speeches by saying “umm…we’re going to
try to actually do something this year.”  With
forty-eight clubs covering a wide spectrum
of interests, is it plausible that Gilman stu-
dents are merely looking to fill up their col-
lege resumes?

Mrs. Turner, Gilman’s seasoned college
counselor, argues that Gilman students are
not trying to inflate their appearance via ex-
tracurricular activities.  Contrary to criticiz-
ing the number of clubs, Mrs. Turner advo-
cates Gilman’s leave-it-to-the-students club
policy.  Essentially Gilman students have
the liberty of creating and developing clubs
which are congruent to their interests.  While
faculty advisors are there to help, students
are responsible for organizing meetings,
assembly presentations, and possible guest
speakers.  Mrs. Turner observes, “Especially
for those new to Gilman, this allows stu-
dents to find something which they really
enjoy and have created themselves.”  But is

this privilege being abused at Gilman?  Art
Club founder Ajay Kurian,’02, believes that
“ s u b l i m i n a l l y
[club presidents]
are thinking about
how their title will
look on college
applications, but
for the most part
students have the
primary interest in
starting a club
which they will
get something out
of.”

For juniors and
seniors, however,
college apps be-
come a much
more pertinent is-
sue.  Surely, the
title of “club presi-
dent” sounds pow-
erful enough to get one accepted by many
of America’s elite universities.  And there-
fore it would seem perfectly logical to par-
take in, or lead, as many extracurricular ac-
tivities as possible, right?  The answer is

no, and holds true even on the somewhat
less blatant scale of “resume padding.” Mrs.

Turner argues
that this over-
used ploy
doesn’t work
because the
its transpar-
ency.

C o l -
lege admis-
sions officers
realize that
students can-
not really be
contributing
members or
leaders of a
e x c e s s i v e
number of
clubs.  Thus,

the applicant
loses his or her

credibility by feigning membership in too
many organizations.  In an interview with
Time  magazine, Don Saleh, Cornell
University’s Dean of Admissions and Fi-
nancial Aid, noted, “students should occupy

leadership roles and show years of commit-
ment.  That’s one way we know kids aren’t
doing activities just to put them on their ap-
plications.”  Admissions forms have a sec-
tion which requires students to indicate how
much time they devote to each of their ex-
tracurricular activities.  According to Tanese
Horton, George Washington University’s as-
sistant Direct of Admissions, it becomes
“very easy to tell” when students are guilty
of inflating their profile.  Ms. Horton added,
“We [George Washington University] are
looking for a student’s progression, not a fo-
cus on that one [final] year.”

It would therefore behoove Gilman stu-
dents to think before they try to fool an ad-
missions officer with excessive commit-
ments.  This is not to say, however, that you
should limit your involvement and not join
clubs merely to avoid this bad image.  If start-
ing or joining a club is conducive to your
experience at Gilman, then it is perfectly jus-
tifiable.  Gilman School President Pat Ercole
adds, “clubs bring the students together in a
way which the faculty may not understand.
That type of setting allows students to be
more open and adds a new side to the expe-
rience at Gilman.”

CLUBS: MERE EXTRACURRICULAR FILLER?
BY ED DOUGLAS

Renewed Senior Leadership
Program

BY BRYCE BECKER

NEW PLAYSTATION 2:NEW PLAYSTATION 2:NEW PLAYSTATION 2:NEW PLAYSTATION 2:NEW PLAYSTATION 2:
WORTH ALL THE HYPE?

BY MICHAEL HOWARD

After a brief delay at the start of the
school year, the Senior Leadership program
is underway.  The project recruits respon-
sible Gilman seniors who will set a good
example for the underclassmen to partake
in various activities that benefit the school.
In addition to tutoring obligations, the mem-
bers selected two of the following duties to
perform: supervising the common room or
library, monitoring study halls, reading to
first graders, patrolling the hallways, or tak-
ing part in the school’s new recycling project
(which is open to all students in the Gilman
community).

Involvement in the spirit committee may
become an option as well.  The group will
also be in charge of joint efforts throughout
the year such as the recently completed
Thanksgiving food drive.

Latin teachers Mr. Vishio and Mr.
Broadus inherited the program from U.S.
History teacher Brentnall Powell, who left
at the end of last year to pursue a job in New
Hampshire.  With the new faculty advisors
come amendments to the process.  More
stringent regulations have been imple-
mented for this year’s group.  While on duty,
all senior leaders are required to wear a navy
blue golf jersey, which displays the Gilman
logo, in order to distinguish them from the
rest of the student body.  In addition, if any

senior leader commits an infraction,
whether resulting in a demerit or a Satur-
day detention, he will automatically be re-
moved from the program.  The highest of
integrity is evidently expected of these stu-
dents, and even a slight error of judgment
will not be tolerated.

While the Senior Leadership program
has had a reputation for fading away as the
school year progresses, Mr. Vishio is deter-
mined not to let that happen this year.  Ac-
cording to Mr. Vishio, the students have
known from the start that they are making
a major commitment and are expected to
live up to their promise.  While these select
seniors have more responsibilities involved
with their leadership duties, they also have
more power.  Should an underclassman
refuse to heed a leader’s warnings, the de-
viant will be reported directly to the Dean
of Students, Mr. Martire.  However, some
of the senior leaders want to make it clear
that they hope only to play the role of peace-
ful intermediary rather than disciplinarian.

While the revamped program has just be-
gun, advisors and members alike are confi-
dent that the leadership of these seniors will
set an inspiring example for the rest of the
school, ensuring a continued tradition of
respect and responsibility in the Gilman
community.

To answer this important question, I
would give a big “no.”  Playstation 2 has
many features that set it way above previ-
ous entertainment systems.  Many people
have played Playstation and know that the
system produced excellent results.  It had
support from most major video game pro-
ducers and had some of the best games out.
Its graphics engine and processor, paired
with the CD-based games, allowed the sys-
tem to reach limits never before seen.
Playstation 2’s future looks to take a path
similar to its predecessor’s.  The system’s
graphics are better than some of the mov-
ies produced for Playstation’s games.  In
addition, the system runs much faster.
The system’s games are based on three dif-
ferent platforms.  The two created for
Playstation 2 specifically for PS 2 are DVD
and blue CD’s. The blue CD’s are of nor-
mal format, but will only play for the PS 2,
while the DVDs support much better graph-
ics and much larger games.  This also opens
up one of PS 2’s other functions.  The sys-
tem doubles as a DVD player, probably one
of its best features.  This alone would make
the system a good buy for those people who
want a DVD player and liked the original
Playstation system - which brings me to my
next point.
For all of those fans of the original
Playstation that don’t want to have to keep

a second system or get rid of their favorite
Playstation games, PS 2 has a wonderful fea-
ture to accommodate you. The Playstation 2
is the first system to support backwards com-
patibility. This feature adds a great deal to
the worth of the system. You will be able to
play all of your old Playstation games on PS
2 and even enhance some of the graphics.
In my opinion, Playstation 2 is almost a must-
have for any video game fan.  The graphics
are glorious and don’t subtract from the
gameplay - one definite thing that the origi-
nal Playstation lacks.  There are already many
of these beautiful games out on the market,
making it worth the time to buy as many of
these opening bout games as will keep you
occupied.  What more, these first releases
present stunning visuals and offer gaming
experience.
The market for Playstation 2 is hopping right
now but will probably calm down by spring
of 2001. I suggest preparing to purchase one
around then.  It is definitely a good invest-
ment that will last a long time. The system
runs at about $299.99 at most places right
now and the games sell for about $49.99
each.  This is perhaps a bit steep, so waiting
a while to take advantage of Playstation 2
might be preferable.  But, if you liked
Playstation, and you’re looking for some-
thing even better, Playstation 2 is what you
need.

Junior Chris Slevin works on Paragon stuff.
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This movie is a landmark in Hollywood
History.  It is the first time that a director
has taken a classic, brought it to life, and
made it enjoyable
to see.  I went to
this movie expect-
ing to see a book
that I loved as a
child butchered and
destroyed by Ron
Howard.  Instead, I
witnessed a terrific
adaptation of a
classic.

In “The
Grinch”, the viewer
is given an exten-
sive background on
the Grinch and why he hates Christmas.
After the main character, Cindy Lou Who,
is saved by the Grinch, she tries to find out
why he hates Christmas so much.  She goes
around town asking people who knew him
as a child why he is so angry at Christmas
and the Whos.

As it turns out, when he was in third
grade, he had the hots for the mayor’s cur-
rent girlfriend, who also was and still is in
love with him.  He wanted to impress her,
so he made her a Christmas present.  After
being taunted that day about how hairy he

“The Grinch”

I give “TheI give “The
Grinch” 3 starsGrinch” 3 stars
and think it isand think it is

the perfect moviethe perfect movie
to see during theto see during the
holiday season.holiday season.

was, he decides to shave. When he comes
to school the next day, we see that he has

cut himself repeatedly
while trying to shave.
The children taunt him
so much that he wrecks
the classroom yelling
how he hates Christ-
mas, and runs up to the
mountains that he cur-
rently inhabits.

Cindy decides
that he needs the
Whovillation, an award
given to someone who
needs cheering up, as he
is the only person who
is upset at this time of

year.  He goes to Whoville to receive the
award and has the time of his life.  Every-
thing is going fine until the mayor proposes
to his girlfriend, with whom the Grinch is
still infatuated, by trying to win her over
with rings, cars, and money.

The Grinch goes berserk and burns the
giant Christmas
tree in the
middle of the
town.  The Whos
then bring out
another tree.
This causes the
Grinch to realize
that in order to
stop Christmas
and get his re-
venge, he has to
steal all the
Christmas items
and ruin the holi-
day for all of
Whoville.  The
movie then be-
gins to follow
the storyline of
the book and
concludes with
the traditonal
ending, the
Grinch cutting
the roast beast in
Whoville.
Director Ron

Howard did an
excellent job
bringing the city
of Whoville to
life.  Jim Carrey
was a great
choice for the
character of the

Grinch.  He made the Grinch someone that
you felt sorry for, but still hated because of
all the mean things he did.  I give it 3 stars
and think it is the perfect movie to see dur-
ing the holiday season.

BY PETER HANSEN

I stood in the express line, although, at
the moment, there seemed to be nothing ex-
press about it.  The sign above the counter
read “15 items or less.”  I actually had none
in my hand.  I just wanted to buy stamps so
that I could get my teacher reference forms
to my teachers in a prompt and prepared
manner.  I waited patiently for the slow
dumpy lady who was master of the express
counter to bumble over to the neighboring
register in order to acquire a large fistful of
translucent blue bags.  You see, she had run
out of her supply and it was of the utmost
importance to refill immediately. After a
while, I got tired of watching the slow and
steady decent of the woman upon the poor
helpless bags, so I turned my eyes to the
magazine racks.  I saw the faces and bodies
of beautiful people on beautiful shiny pa-
per. The seductive smiles and dashing looks
of the magazine rack community was hyp-
notic.  These were the miracle workers of
our society.  I am always overwhelmed by
the promises to lose fifteen pounds in fif-
teen days, to tell you what they won’t about
money management, and to share the secrets
of holiday savings.  My personal favorite
was printed in bold red type, and stated
clearly “how to get great stuff for your fam-
ily.”  I began to wonder about “great stuff”
and what exactly made it so “great” as I
stared into the reflection of the flourescent
lights on the smooth waxen floor.

 I remember my mother telling me the
other day, as we examined a scented candle,
what a “great” gift it would make.  When I
asked her why, she pointed out clearly that,
it had a nice clean box, easy for wrapping
and very presentable.  I wondered whether
there was a time when I thought to myself
“you know what I could use now? A pump-
kin scented candle.”  Why were these things
so popular?  Is there a scented candle club
where people take turns inhaling the fra-
grances of each other’s candles and rating
them?  I suspect that there is not.  I actually
begin to suspect that folks receive numer-
ous candles for holidays and stash them un-
der the bathroom sink where they collect dust
and become home to many interesting germs
and diseases.  That is when I began to ask
myself whether “great stuff” is just a euphe-

mism for “useless stuff.”  It certainly seemed
so.  Perhaps it just mean “expensive stuff.”
You see, I am never fooled by the term “holi-
day sale,” because it gives the illusion of
saving money.  I suppose it is a wonderful
feeling for the elderly couples who spend
their Sunday nights cutting coupons out of
the newspaper just so they can feel that they
are cheating the system.  Call me old fash-
ioned, but if I wanted to save money, I would
just not buy “great stuff,” because, ulti-
mately, not buying anything is cheaper than
buying something.  Call me old fashioned,
but I can have as much fun with a pencil
and paper or Venetian blinds as with $299.99
worth of playstation2 or 69.99 worth of life-
size Digemon figures that walk, talk, eat,
and excrete just like we do.

Although these things are expensive and
useless, believe me, that there are far more
useless things.  I have seen old ladies crowd
around pot holders shaped like Rudolph as
if they were large piles of gold.  I have seen
children hover over lollipops with Power
Ranger handles that spin when you push a
button like they were buried treasure.  The
entire appeal behind buried treasure is that
it is free.  You dig, find a chest, and become
a millionaire.  I can see the appeal in this.
Toilet paper rolls that play Christmas mu-
sic when you roll them, on the other hand, I
fail to understand. People pay for these
things.  They take money that could be spent
on things that improve their minds and bod-
ies like pumpkin pie and shaving cream, and
instead throw it into the void that is “great
stuff.”  All this I pondered as I stood in the
checkout line at the local Giant.  Finally,
my turn came just before cobwebs started
to collect on my hair.  I paid for my stamps
and rushed home to put them on my college
recommendation envelops so that they
would be good and timely.  Who knew?
Maybe I would get into a great college,
maybe I would get a great job.  Maybe I
would even make great amounts of money.
And, only if I were really really lucky, per-
haps I could buy some “great stuff.”  Then I
think to myself, whoah, you’re getting a
little too ahead of yourself buddy; take it
one step at a time.

Kiyota’s  Observations
BY KEN KIYOTA
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Something familiar?  Yes.  Something pe-
culiar?  Quite.  Something for everyone?
Undoubtedly.  A Funny Thing Happened on
the Forum and Once Upon a Mattress, the
two musicals that opened the tri-school
2000-2001 sea-
son, were undeni-
ably enjoyable
through their
breaking of re-
cent tradition.
ForumForum

In the case of
Forum, which
opened Novem-
ber 10 in Bryn
Mawr’s Centen-
nial Hall, the
change con-
cerned form.  The
past two under-
classmen produc-
tions, staged in
Gilman’s Cen-
tennial Hall (note
the difference),
w e r e
S h a k e s p e a r e
plays directed by
Mr. Michael
Himelfarb.  Ninth
and tenth graders
this year traded in their iambic pentameter
for multiple internal rhymes when director
Mr. Josh Shoemaker elected to stage this
hilarious musical by Larry Gelbart, Burt
Shevelove, and Stephen Sondheim, based
upon the New Comedy of Roman play-
wright Plautus.  “I took a risk doing a musi-
cal — this one in particular — with the ninth
and tenth grade,” says Mr. Shoemaker.
Risky enough, for the show requires comic
timing for a host of principal characters
through multiple plots and subplots.

Comic timing they have.  Chris Jones
‘04’s Pseudolus was a study in wit, replac-
ing overt physicality with the nuances of his
bell-like voice.  Tom Shoemaker ‘04 was
all boyish innocence as Hero, who with his
counterpart Philia (Sophia Alvarez) left us
with the amusing estimate of this couple’s
combined common sense.  Arup Chakrabarti
‘03’s hysterical Hysterium, Peter Hansen
‘03’s uxorious Senex, and T. R. Jordan 03’s
erratic Erronius rounded out the cast of male
principals, while Fionnuala Fox ‘03 and
Maggie Weiss paraded en homme respec-
tively as the manly captain Miles Gloriosus
and the meretriciferous (no, it’s not a real
word) Marcus Lycus.

The true standout in the show was Lisa
Einhorn ‘03, whose Domina literally domi-
nated the production.  Her short appearances
in the first act, accompanied by numerous
clarion calls of “Se-nex!!!” and one vehe-
ment “Carry my bust with pride,” built to
the high point of the evening, the tour de
force that was Ms. Einhorn’s “That Dirty
Old Man.”

While the staging moved the plot along,
the choreography was not as strong as it
might have been.  The tame movement of
the Bryn Mawr courtesans unfortunately
pales in comparison to the athletic sensual-
ity described in the text (compare the 1999

St. Paul’s production).  However, the sets,
designed by Bryn Mawr’s Upper School
Stage Club, Mr. Shoemaker, and newcomer
Mr. Michael Robinson, far exceeded any
previous Bryn Mawr show’s settings with a
lush, opulent depiction of the three houses
in question, complete with murals and mo-
saic.  Ms. Mary Bova’s costumes were
equally outstanding, featuring Roman Sol-
diers in full regalia emblazoned with
“SPQR.”
Once Upon a MattressOnce Upon a Mattress

On November 17, the curtain of the Sinex
Theater rose on Mr. Wayne Bailey’s enter-
taining RPCS debut, Once Upon a Mattress.
Roland Park theatre, formerly praised for
enormous, lavish technical effects and criti-
cized for sometimes tepid staging, broke its
own traditions to present a smaller-scale
show that featured outstanding singing, act-
ing, and dancing.

The lowdown:  Meredith Forbes ‘01’s
Minstrel spoke and sang with charm.  Tom
Miller ‘04’s Wizard was a riot with voice
and gesture.  And can he dance!  (He de-
served much more than the “Spanish
Panic.”)  Anne Troup ‘03 delivered a sweet,
sympathetic Lady Larken in her gentle so-
prano, although I hope she will get the
chance to stretch in non-ingenue roles in the
future.  Jessica Kaplan ‘02’s Queen
Agravain:  Sinister, malevolent, overbear-
ing, graceful, wonderful.  Brad King ‘02
possessed a wonderful stage presence as
Prince Dauntless; no one can drag himself
prostrate across a dais like he can.  Speak-

ing of physical comedy, Alex S. Billet ‘01
took the mute role of King Sextimus and
transformed it into a scene-stealing part with
his Slinky-like body, especially in the comic
“Man to Man Talk,” where he mimed flow-
ers, bees, and a stork within the space of
thirty seconds.  Anne Fallon ‘03’s Jester:
Spirited, funny, and she can belt high F’s.
Need I say more?  Matt Morris ‘03 com-
bined the comic self-assurance of last
season’s Sky Masterson with his melliflu-
ous tenor for the role of Sir Harry, recaptur-
ing runaway microphones with grace and
aplomb.  And he can belt high G’s.  Kate
Owens ‘01 was undoubtedly the star of the
show, whose vibrantly delivered numbers
“Shy” and “Happily Ever After” topped my
evening.

The orchestra provided an accurate and
pulse-filled performance conducted by Ms.
Rhonda AbouHana that featured our own

Mr. Kirby on trombone.  Visually, the pro-
duction did not disappoint.  The sets, while
without the decadent opulence of 1998’s The
Secret Garden, were more than adequate,
clearly defining location and never distract-
ing from the action (nice bed, by the way),
while Ms. Georgette Feldman’s costumes
were colorful and creative.  Mr. Bailey’s
staging and the choreography of Ms. Dana
Martin and Erin Miles ‘01 were possessed
of a certain humor and sense of fun — es-
pecially the company numbers “Spanish
Panic” and “Song of Love” (when Ms.
Owens expertly flipped Costas Lignos ‘02
repeatedly over her shoulder).

A few objections:  Scene changes that
were longer than scenes between them
(think “Sensitivity”) and balance problems:
I couldn’t hear most of “Many Moons Ago”
and “Sensitivity.”

BY DERRICK WANG
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“The Complete History of America:
Abridged” by Adam Long, Reed Martin, and
Austin Tichenor makes no pretenses.  It is a
play, there are three actors, Gilman Drama
Director Mr. Michael Himelfarb and Mr.
Larry Malkus included, along with twenty
or more characters; so much was clearly
stated by the three at the beginning.  Which
brings us to my problem: beginning.  To at-
tempt to separate this production into scenes
or even different parts would be to presume
too much; the play is as fluid as the history
that it claims to represent, ans as entertain-
ing as that same history is traditionally dull.
The key importance in the production , then,
is what makes it memorable: the humor.  The
play provides the entire spectrum of humor:
from historical satire to bathroom jokes to
actors’ simple interactions with the audi-
ence.

The play enters our history in the year
1492, when Amerigo Vespucci, his night-
gown-clad wife, and pet rubber fish sailed
the ocean blue.  If something seems wrong,
it should.  When I said thta the play makes
no pretenses, I meant that it makes no pre-
tenses, not even one of historical accuracy.
From the founding fathers smoking up be-
fore writing the Bill of Rights to the ques-
tion-and-answer session where any mem-
ber of the audience can ask any question they
want about our country’s past, the complete
distortion of American history is sure to
wring out gut-wrenching laughter.

Despite the massive amount of histori-
cal satire, there are droves of laughs await-
ing those who let their eleventh-grade
American History course pass them by in a
haze as well.  Throughout the entire play
the audience is subjected to such hilarious
sights as Mr. Himelfarb busting out in a
cheap disco ball-lit Fresh-Prince-of-Bel-Air-
esque rap, and old wheezing supersoaker

50s straining to spray to the back of the au-
dience.  And of course, nothing can ever
match hearing Mr. Himelfarb admit to the
widely-believed rumor that he soils his pants
frequently and freely.

Despite the profuse bathroom humor, the
ultimate humor of this play lies in the
interation between the actors and the audi-
ence, a phenomenon that you will never
experience going to a movie theater.  When
I went to see the play, an audience member
showed up late and the actors on stage
stopped the entire scene to stare at him, dis-
cuss amongst themselves in character who
this stranger was, and embarrass him all the
way to his seat.  Another beauty of the pro-
duction is that the actors go out of character
very frequently and address the audience
directly, seeking specific input.  They ask
audience members their names and then al-
low them to participate in game shows, bring
you on stage, give you a wand and tiara,
and name you “Princess for the day.”  What
more could one ask for?

In all seriousness, not much.  Sure, if you
enter the theater hoping for a short history
lesson or a heart-wrenching tale of sorrow
and woe that spans our country’s history, I
fear that you will be dreadfully disillusioned.
If you are only looking for a nice makeout
session with your girlfriend, the you might
be happier wasting your ten dollars on tick-
ets to Little Nicky.  If you come into this
theater ready for a genuinely funny, enter-
taining production, “The Complete History
of America: Abridged” will leave you very
satisfied as you laugh your way home

The Complete History of America:
Abridged will show at the Fells Point Cor-
ner Theatre until ???????? If you are inter-
ested in seeing it contact Mr. Himelfarb or
Mr. Malkus for ticket information.

Himelfarb and Malkus
Take The Stage

BY EREM BOTO

Art By David Quartner
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Varsity cross country competed half the
season with the minimum number of run-
ners. Water polo barely fielded enough play-
ers for two teams.  The football program
shook up its roster to salvage a fresh-soph
team.  Clearly, interest in fall interscholas-
tic sports has dropped on some level, but
why have fewer guys come out for fall sports
and what effects has this had on the teams?

When varsity water polo captain Pat
Watts made an announcement begging un-
derclassmen to join the water polo program,
it was a bad sign of things to come for the
JV.  As with all sports, the top players are
required to fill out a varsity team before a
JV roster is completed.  Down a man with
the MIAA playoffs coming up, Coach
Brooks was forced to move up JV star
Singleton Mathews to keep the team in
stable shape.  Mathews, one of the program’s
best scorers, would have been playing var-
sity the entire season had there been a stron-
ger turnout for water polo.  Because of the
lack of players, not only was Singleton
forced to play on JV during conference play,
but he was also forced to play goalie, hold-
ing back his scoring abilities.  While the
returning players’ dedication brought a var-
sity championship, the lack of depth in the
JV led it to lose in the first round of the play-
offs.

Coach Brooks called the dilemma a
“mixed situation,” explaining that holding
back several talented players gave them less
experience in higher competition, but more
playing time.  Brooks also referred to mov-
ing Singleton up as “a
hindrance to the JV,”
going on to speculate,
“If he had stayed,
maybe [the JV] would
have made the cham-
pionships.”  Accord-
ing to Brooks, the var-
sity had played half of
its games with only
two or three subs,
causing it to lose sev-
eral games in the
fourth quarter.  There-
fore, the varsity
needed the extra depth
to enter the playoffs
with a strong team.

After a disappoint-
ing 2-5 finish in last
year’s cross country
MIAA dual meets,
and returning only one
varsity runner, the
cross country program
needed a large number of new runners to
show up for summer preseason.  At the end
of the preseason, only four runners, less than
the minimum for competition, made the
varsity.  At the end of the Spiked Shoe Invi-
tational, just a few days before the first con-
ference meet, two more runners were moved
up to the varsity.  To insure that the team

would be able to compete even if one run-
ner was lost, the varsity coaches decided to
move up freshman Bobby Lipman.  Nor-
mally, the varsity coaches like to keep in-
experienced freshmen on the JV.  Four years
ago, with a championship varsity team,
Bobby’s brother Mike was held back on JV
as a freshmen, and went on to finish first in
the JV championship race.  Bobby might
have done the same had he remained on the
JV.  And so, when Joe Campanella injured
his knee, the team had the minimum num-
ber of runners needed to compete, and fin-
ished the season with only one dual-meet
victory.  By the end of the season, the JV
did have a significant number of runners,
however, many of them came out after the
beginning of school.  Many of these late-
comers joined the team because cross coun-
try requires less of a time commitment than
other fall sports.

For the first time in several years, Gilman
was not able to put together three separate
rosters for football. It took a shakeup of play-
ers between the three levels of play to spare
the fresh-soph team.  At the beginning of
the school year, the varsity team was down
by approximately eighteen players.  So,
seeking to fill the roster, the coaches placed
many prospective JV players on the varsity
squad.  This meant that while these players
were still eligible to play in JV games, they
were practicing with the varsity team.  This
left the JV and fresh-soph levels in a bind.
Many of the would-be JV players were
needed on Varsity.  And while these

“’tweeners” played during non-league var-
sity football games, they were not allowed
to participate in the official league.  So, the
remaining JV, and fresh-soph players needed
to be combined into one giant team so that
they would have enough players for both
squads.  If you are confused, let me phrase
it this way: Of the JV/FS team, the starters

played at the JV level, while the backups
started at the Fresh-Soph level.  This is why
many of you may have noticed students at-
tending two games in a row during the foot-
ball season.

A quick numbers breakdown goes as fol-
lows: Last year, the Varsity squad consisted
of fifty players.  This year’s team accounted
for only thirty-nine players, with approxi-
mately twenty-one “’tweeners.”  Last year’s
JV and fresh-soph teams combined for an-
other fifty players, while this year’s JV/FS
team was made up of only about 30 play-
ers.

But why the decrease in athletes?  An
interview conducted with Mr. Holley shed
some light on this matter.

“It’s not the game of football itself, rather
the fact that kids nowadays have many more
options with their free time,” Holley ex-
plained.  “For instance, back when I was a
young-buck, if I wanted to play football, I
went outside and played.  But now, kids can
pick up a controller and play without hav-
ing to exert energy.”

Another factor that Mr. Holley feels con-
tributes to the decline of football players is
that of intimidation.  With the success that
the varsity level has achieved, he feels that
many guys are afraid to have to live up to
the standard that has been set.  Thus, many
potential players automatically dismiss
themselves before stepping out onto the
field.

In another interview, Mr. Foreman shared
some interesting thoughts relating to the
matter at hand.  “I don’t believe that there
has been a real decline in the number of in-
terscholastic participants.  It is just the fact
that the Intramural program has grown
stronger.  We are offering more choices for
the students, and those different options are
becoming very appealing to the diverse
number of students.  For instance, our Fit-
ness group constantly gets an overwhelm-
ing amount of students each season, so much
so that we have had to make cuts from it in
some seasons.  And not only have we had
more options, but the quality of our teacher-
coaches is better than ever.  Teachers are
now coaching activities that they have much
experience in, so the students are getting
more out of it.  Also, with the stricter en-
forcement of attendance, students are actu-
ally deciding to show up for intrams.”

According to Mr. Foreman, these are all
factors into what he believes is a perceived
notion that the interscholastic program is de-
clining.

Coming in for two weeks during the sum-
mer and devoting a couple of hours each
afternoon while trying to get the academic
year off to a good start, are key reasons why
students choose not to try out for fall teams.
Junior Chappy Gould, among other reasons,
says that he did not try out for football this
year because of the summer training.  “I had
done two years of summer football and just
couldn’t do it again,” he explained.  As a

BY JEFF FRIEDMAN AND JASON GANT

   Fall Sports Lacking Adequate Participation
result of not playing football, he said that
he has felt more relaxed this fall and his
grades have increased significantly.

For seniors, these reasons, in addition to
the pressure of getting in college applica-
tions, make the fall a popular season to take
off.  Many seniors also try to take advan-
tage of one of their last free summers, mak-
ing summer preseason especially unattrac-
tive.  Paul Simms, a talented varsity basket-
ball and varsity track athlete was too busy
to contribute his skills to a fall sport.  “One
of the factors was getting the college appli-
cations done,” explained Sims.  If I didn’t
have the early deadlines I probably would
have played a fall sport.  “Also,” continued
Sims, “I am the president of three extra-cur-
ricular groups so I didn’t have time to get
the applications done this summer.”  If not
for these responsibilities, Sims says he
would have gone out for cross country.
While Sims did use his summer time valu-
ably, working and leading a Church pro-
gram, surely, the cross-country program
greatly missed out on his potential contri-
butions.

While the numbers don’t lie, the lost in-
terest in fall sports is not a serious problem.
Gilman athletics is quite ambitious in try-
ing to put together varsity and JV teams in
all sports, and even fresh-soph squads in
large-team sports like football.  In fact, in
soccer, Coach Ned Harris commented, that
the fresh-soph team had to make a few cuts
because “too many players tried out.”  And
just to show how such small differences
during one season can make a difference,
these few extra guys could have filled up
the rosters for this fall’s player-short water
polo program.

Gilman’s Z.Ross Fragapane fights for the ball during the
MIAA-”B” conference championship against St. Paul’s at
Essex Community College.  Gilman lost 2-1 in a squeeker.
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Ben Aiken is psyched.  He is ready for
another grueling yet enjoyable year of
Gilman wrestling.  In his fourth year, Aiken,
a senior, is used to the workouts and knows
what it’s like to win on the mat and also to
get pinned in a minute.  Aiken, however is
not the only wrestler looking forward to this
year’s challenges.  Marty Taylor and cap-
tain J.D. Nelson look forward to leading this
team to unexpected wins and to overcome
the loss of several key wrestlers.

The 103-pound weight class spot looks
to be taken by one of two freshmen battling
it out.  This fight is occurring because top
wrestler Clayton Bentz fractured and sepa-
rated his elbow while wrestling earlier in
the year.  Ross Taylor looks to hold down
the 112 slot, while sophomore Manan Shah
and freshman Anthony Simmons are duel-
ing for the 119 duty.  Second-year varsity
wrestler Ben Dunning is wrestling at 125
this year, and the aforementioned Aiken
looks to destroy the competition at 130.
Senior David Quartner is wrestling at the
135-pound weight class.  The 140-pound
class is a “wide open field” according to
Aiken and Colby Nyce, a sophomore, who
is wrestling at 145.  The middle weight in-
experience ends at 152 pounds.  Captain J.D.
Nelson, a top varsity wrestler, has a strong-
hold at this position and will most likely
provide much needed points to the team in
the middle of the “lineup.”  One of the two
most interesting battles for a Varsity spot
occurs at the 160-pound position.  Senior
Marty Taylor, senior Alex Enten, and jun-
ior Mark Amuedo all hope to represent
Gilman in this weight class.  While Chappy
Gould has locked down his position at 171

and Jason Lee seems to have the position at
189, the other great battle is at heavyweight.
With the loss of wrestling great Mike Faust,
senior Matt Turner and junior Mike Dowling
are competing for a chance to succeed the
state champ.  Both being great wrestlers, the
team is not worried over who will win this
battle.

While the team suffers from Faust’s de-
parture, everyone maintains that Turner and
Dowling can both dominate at heavyweight.
Aiken says, “Even with the loss of Faust,
we still have one of the most dominant
heavyweights in the league.  Of course we
will not be as good, but we should not con-
cern our efforts at that position.  We’ll be
fine.”  Taylor reiterates the same points,
“Whether it be Dowling or Turner, we will
most likely rack up just as many points at
heavyweight as Faust would have.”  While
there’s no way of knowing how much
Faust’s departure hurts the team, we can be
certain that this year’s heavyweight will not
disappoint.

Aiken expects a strong year, but does not
hold himself to unrealistic standards.  “We
finished in 4th place last year in our confer-
ence.  This year is definitely a rebuilding
year, but we have the potential to be a com-
petitive team.”  Although Marty Taylor im-
mediately mentions McDonogh as a pow-
erhouse this year, he follows, “We don’t look
too good on paper, but don’t count us out.
We could surprise many teams.”  Even
though many people are “counting out” the
Greyhounds this year, don’t be surprised if
this group stirs something up in the MIAA
A Conference.

Wrestling Wild
BY ALEX JOSOWITZ

This year’s varsity water polo team was
hungry for a big season.  The program had
been undergoing somewhat of a rebuild-
ing phase over the past few years, and the
returning players were hoping to put
Gilman on the map as a water polo pow-
erhouse.

The team was under the leadership of
Coach Ian Brooks.   Coach Brooks was
new to the head coach position, but had
coached at the assistant level in the early
90’s.  As it turned out, 2000 was Coach
Brooks’ first and last season, with his brief
head coaching career ending on quite a
high note: winning the MIAA champion-
ship for the first time in Gilman water polo
history!  Going into the playoffs, the
Gilman varsity team was seeded second
out of the four teams. They advanced to
the final round of the playoffs, and had to
face a tough Loyola team.  “Loyola was a
fast-swimming team, but they lacked the
strength and depth,” said varsity morale
leader and key player Singleton Mathews.

BY TRAVIS SEAL

Aquatic Skills Amaze All
When the dust settled, Gilman had
emerged with a hard-fought victory, and
the first MIAA championship since the in-
ception of the program at Gilman.

Although the team fared incredibly well
in the MIAA, the Eastern conference was
a different story.  The Eastern conference
is an elite conference composed of the best
teams of the east coast, and Gilman is the
only Maryland representative present.  At
a conference playoff tournament, the team
placed seventh out of eight teams.  Al-
though they may not have placed well re-
gionally, the team members were quite ex-
cited by their MIAA win.  It was consid-
ered a gigantic step forward for the pro-
gram, and also for the popularity of the
sport as a whole.  The entry of water polo
into the MIAA was very important for the
advancement of water polo as a legitimate
sport, and all the 2000 varsity players were
incredibly proud to be a part of such an
important moment in the history of the
sport.

The seasons have changed, and it is now
winter, a time for rest and relaxation for
many athletes.  For the basketball players,
however, a long and hard season has just
begun.  The fall season ended on Novem-
ber 11, and basketball tryouts began that
following Mon-
day.  The tryouts
consisted of drill
after drill after
drill.  And then on
top of those, there
were more drills.
If a person was not
in shape before
tryouts began,
they would soon
be fit enough.  Just
when the athletes
thought practice
was over, Coach
Jordan made everyone line up on the end
line and run until someone dropped.  Even
the most fit athletes were strained physically
and mentally.

Tryouts ended soon after, and the teams
were decided.  Each team respectively broke
up and began to focus on the games to come.
For varsity, their scrimmage against St.
Frances, a perennial powerhouse, was loom-
ing just one week away.  The thought that
was on the front of everyone’s mind was,
“How is this year’s team going to hold up?”
Only time will tell.

The 2000-2001 Gilman Varsity Hoops
team has the hard task of topping the per-
formance of last year’s squad, a team that
was considered one of the better teams in
recent Gilman basketball.  Despite the loss
of the leadership from graduated seniors, the
team is looking for new leaders to direct the
team throughout the season.  This leader-
ship will come from a new group of seniors,
including Justin Williams, Tommy
Coughlin, Paul Simms, Crawford Hawkins,
and Brendan Kearney.  Also, the returning
all-conference junior Scott Gehring will pro-
vide experience and talent.  “I think we have
the potential to be one of the best teams that
Gilman has had in quite some time,” said
junior Scott Gehring.  This is the mentality

that the Varsity basketball players are tak-
ing into this season.  Junior Brooks Long
commented, “Everyone has a feeling that
we are going to be good.”

This season promises to be a tough one
with the Varsity team scheduled to play

many Catholic
League teams,
some regarded as
the best in the
area.  The first
challenge was the
regular season
opener against
the number-one
ranked Towson
Catholic.  “It
should be a tough
game, but if we
don’t play good
teams, we will

never get better,” said Scott Gehring.  This
challenging schedule should help the Grey-
hounds win their “B” league this season.

The season began with a scrimmage
against a very strong team from St. Frances.
The Greyhounds, with only a few weeks of
practice, were prepared for the challenge.
Although losing the first two of five quar-
ters, Varsity came out stronger than ever in
the last three.  By winning these, they
showed what Gilman is really capable of
producing.  This game is a promising re-
minder of the season to come.

With many people trying out this year,
the talent is abundant on all three levels.  The
Junior Varsity also began its season with a
scrimmage against St. Frances.  Their per-
formance was equally impressive, with such
leaders as sophomores Allan Barrett and
Peter Ahn, and the experience of Coach
Christian.  The team looks to have a suc-
cessful season, as JV Basketball has fre-
quently.

The Fresh-Soph team has more talent
than ever, with a very athletic freshman
class.  They have a tough schedule ahead of
them, but promise to do well also.

On all levels, Gilman Basketball has a
promising season ahead.  Paul Simms states,
“It’s anyone’s conference this year.”

BY MIKE KOVARS

Gilman Illin’ With the Pill
Gilman Varsity Water Polo Championship squad looks triumphant with hard-earned
award.
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