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The News
Derrick Wang’s Prom 

Nears Production
Amidst controversy and excitement, 
Gilman’s first-ever student written musical 
enters final stage of production.

 In the first meet of the season, 
Gilman track fought down a tough Loyola 
to start off with a winning record.  In addi-
tion to this encouraging win, Gilman has 
also beaten the school Spalding and placed 
1st in the annual Gilman Relays.  The first 
portion of the season has been highlighted 
by the coming of junior Will Devenish, 
who comes from the school of St. Edwards 
in England.

Will, who has helped out the team 
in their first few meets during his one-
month stay, is part of the Thomas G. Hardy 
exchange program connected to his school 
and Gilman that has occurred annually.  
Currently being hosted by junior Gilman 
student Matt Morris, he will host Morris in 
return when he comes to England during 
the months of June and July.  Devenish, a 
top-tier runner whose three main events are 
the 400m, 800m, and 1500m, has been run-

ning track since his pre-teen years.  Being 
the best on his school team in England, he 
hopes to run for a university in either the 
states or England and maybe even take a 
shot at the Olympic trials.  Said Devenish, 
“I just love the joy of winning and the feel-
ing of running fast.”

During Gilman’s dual-meet with 
Loyola, Devenish helped the team pull out 
a win with runs in the 4x800 relay and the 
800 run.  In the relay, Gilman placed 2nd, 
but Coach Julius commented, “He pushed 
one of Loyola’s best runners (Bonner) in 
the relay, so he had less strength for the 
next race.”  In the 800 open race, Deve-
nish was slightly behind Bonner for most 
of the race, but in the last lap, he pulled 
away and grabbed the points needed for a 
Gilman win.

Track Team Profits From Thomas 
Hardy Exchange

BY MATT YOUN
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College Counseling Director Iva Turner 
Named New Upper School Head

BY TOM MILLER AND MICHAEL SILICIANO

Iva Turner in assembly on April 11, before 
being presented to the student body as the 
new Head of the Upper School (Photo by 
Peter Brockmeyer)

 On April 11, 2002, Mrs. Iva 
Turner, Gilman’s College Counseling 
Director, was announced to be the new 
Head of the Gilman Upper School. The 
first woman to ever hold this position, she 
will replace Mr. John Schmick, a Gilman 
fixture designated to become the new 
Assistant Headmaster.
 During her seven years at Gilman, 
Turner’s duties have included teaching 
English as well as College Counseling. 
Prior to her tenure at Gilman, she handled 
College Counseling at Bryn Mawr School. 
Her replacement in the College Counseling 
office is still under discussion. 
 When asked why she applied 
for the position, Turner replied, “I love 
Gilman, and I felt that the time was right.” 

Continued on Page 2

 As the waning weeks of spring 
approach, anticipation mounts for the 
dance that dwarfs all others; the party that 
puts all obligations on hold; the fête that 
your friends will talk about years from 
now.  This long awaited occasion comes at 
the time of year where students’ lives are 
fraught with work, worry, and excitement.  
It is the night of Senior Prom, and this year, 
everyone’s invited.
 Prom, the Gilman 2002 spring 
production, is an original piece by Der-
rick Wang ‘02 highlighting the lives of 
seniors during the climax of their high 
school careers. As in the past, thespians 
from Gilman, Bryn Mawr, and Roland 
Park have joined together for the affair; the 
process however has evoked new levels of 
excitement and debate this year. This is 
largely due to the musical’s unprecedented 

student authorship and revived senior 
leadership, not seen since Gilman’s 1993 
production of West Side Story. 
 The Gilman Black Box Theater 
has housed several student written plays in 
past years, but this is the first example of a 
student composed musical for the school. 
The idea for the subject matter evolved in 
the summer of 1999, when Wang decided 
to  write a musical about life in high 
school. Grafting this with the idea of a 
pivotal, life-changing event, he settled on a 
Prom as the central focus. It was solidified 
in the summer of 2001 when Wang began 
writing lyrics, music, and dialogue. Under 
the academic supervision of Mr. Michael 
Himelfarb, he carefully sculpted the plot 
and characters – a long, exhausting pro-
cess. Wang has not been disillusioned by 
this. “I’m really happy with the cast for 
being so enthusiastic,” said Wang, express-
ing his sentiment about the rehearsal pro-
cess.
 The production responsibili-
ties are split between  four members of  
a tightly-knit group of seniors: Wang 
(musical direction), Brad King (direction), 
Edwin Davisson (technical direction), and 
Costas Lignos (production management). 
They have worked extensively to prepare 
the show, a huge task including manage-
ment of auditions, scheduling, publicity, 
and script preparation.
 The characters of Prom are high 
school seniors desperately trying to make 
it through the daily grind of their social 
and academic lives to the end of the year. 
Ryan, Omar Robinson ’02, is the good 
looking star athlete and the most popular 
student in school. His ex-girlfriend, Tanya, 
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Security Policy Changes Puzzle 
Students and Administrators

BY PETER JAROW

 Mr. Schmick stared at us in con-
templation of the recent question.  Then, in 
a solemn tone, he responded.  “The newly 
implanted circular device outside the lan-
guage building is a high-tech surveillance 
tool.  This mechanism is able to detect 
metal and trigger a system which fires 
toxic darts at the culprit.” We gazed at him 
in amazement.  Suddenly, Mr. Schmick 
burst out in laughter 
and exclaimed, “Guys, 
you know that I was 
just kidding.  Honestly 
I have no idea of what 
you’re talking about.” 
 Despite the 
fact that there is no 
sci-fi protection system 
at Gilman, there has 
been an increase in 
security over the past 
year.  This has sprouted 
from a greater concern 
for the safety of the 
students, faculty, and 
school property due to 
strangers trespassing, 
and stealing private 
property.  Addition-
ally, Mr. Schmick believes that September 
11th has influenced the change.  Since this 
tragedy, the increased national security has 
touched everything from airports to restau-
rants, including our school.    At Gilman, 
the development of security has clearly 
been visible around the campus because of 
precautions issued by Headmaster McGill.
 Since August, Mr. McGill has 
been considering security reforms that 
would allow Gilman to remain open but 
also better protected against possible 

safety threats.  One safety measure recently 
implemented has been requiring visitors to 
get guest passes.  This precaution elimi-
nates the fears associated with strangers 
walking around school.  Another new 
security measure includes locking school 
doors earlier, which would guarantee that 
strangers are not in the halls while the 

school is empty.  An 
idea being researched 
for next year is send-
ing pins home to stu-
dents’ parents.  Parents 
could wear these pins 
when they come on 
campus so they are 
easily identifiable. 
Other future thoughts 
include asking faculty 
to wear nametags and, 
but much less likely 
to happen, having an 
electronic card system 
for entering the build-
ings during the school 
day.  However, Mr. 
McGill said, “There is 
no intention of turning 
this into a high-tech 

area. There is no reason to be scared.”  
Mr. McGill values Gilman’s openness, but 
his primary obligation is to keep students 
safe. 
 And those little disks on the 
doors?  Mr. Hoffman says that they are 
used to make sure the Pinkerton guards 
check in on time.  While walking by, the 
guards flash a device in front of a mag-
netized machine, which records this time.  
This way, Gilman knows whether the 
school is actually secure during the night.

 A night of dancing, fun, and 
excitement  met students of the Sopho-
more class on Saturday, March 23.  A lively 
crowd of over 200 teens, a pulsing array 
of hit music, and tons of delicious candy 
topped off the evening as the class, headed 
by President Dave Baker, Vice-president 
Isaac Boltansky, and Secretary/Treasurer 
Chris Jones hosted a thoroughly successful 
dance held in the Old Gym.
 The Sophomore class this year 
has met with unprecedented success in 
fundraising, profiting in excess of $800 
since last school year.  The first, the pump-
kin sale, established a generous amount of 
money to place the class in good shape 
to begin preparations for the Sophomore 
class dance.  Selling to lower and middle 
school parents in the carpool lines, as well 
as to faculty and staff members, the class 
earned upwards of $1,000 on pumpkin 
retail alone.  
 Sophomore volunteers soon 
began eager preparations for the dance, 

renting decorations and music equip-
ment and securing  generous  donations 
from large candy companies, theming the 
extravaganza  “Candyland.” Positive and 
effective advertising contributed to a large 
portion of the dance’s success. Besides 
placing flyers and making announcements, 
dance organizers distributed free candy to 
all sophomore students of Gilman, Bryn 
Mawr, and RPCS. 
 Drawn in by these temptations, 
sophomores of various private schools 
turned out on the night to enjoy the loud, 
up-beat music show prepared by Peter “DJ 
Whackën” Jackson and exciting lighting 
display coordinated by Matt Owens. With 
approximately $700 spent on organization, 
the class earned a $220 profit. So far this 
year the class has already donated $400 
to charitable organizations.  Clearly, the 
Sophomore class dance was a success due 
to effective advertising and the tireless 
commitment of many dedicated people.

SINCE SEPTEMBER 
11, THE INCREASED 

NATIONAL SECU-
RITY HAS TOUCHED 

EVERYTHING 
FROM AIRPORTS 

TO RESTAURANTS, 
INCLUDING OUR 

SCHOOL.
Sophomores Raise The Roof and 
Money for Charity at the Same Time

BY CHRIS JONES
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The mysterious “door buttons” in action. See article at left. (Photo by Gibbs Burke)
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She aspires to the same qualities that made 
Mr. Schmick a favorite among the student 
body. “You need lots of patience and love 
of people,” she said, describing Schmick’s 
role as that of a “problem solver, and most 
of all, a student advocate.”
 A Gilman mother as well as a 
faculty member, Turner has an ambitious 

vision for the Upper School. “I want to 
build on things that many people hold dear 
and continue to create a strong commu-
nity,” she explains, noting her desire for an 
expanded role for student government and 
to “hear more from students” in general. Is 
she looking forward to this new challenge? 
“I can’t wait!” she says.
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           This  spring, the Roland Park Country 
School is producing The Miracle Worker in 
the Sinex Theater to end the 86th season of 
RPCS drama. Penned by William Gibson, 
this play is about a woman, Anne Sullivan 
(Laura Melton, RPCS ’02), who comes to 
be young Helen Keller’s governess and 
teacher. The play centers on the struggle 
Anne goes through to help Helen (Alison 
Ercole, RPCS ’04), overcome her blind-
ness and deafness in order to understand 
the world around her.
 Also leading the cast are Lee 
Lewis (Towson University, ‘03) as Cap-
tain Keller, Christine Werthman  RPCS 
’02 as Mrs. Keller, and John Tracey ’04 
as Helen’s brother, James.  Other Gilman 
students in the show are Evan Krometis 
’02 and Britton Nyce ’05.
 The play takes place predomi-
nantly within the Keller household. To 
adhere to history, the set squad at RPCS, 
led by Miss Heather Sorenson, has worked 
hard to create a realistic replica of the 
Keller home.  “It’s amazing to see how the 
set grew from a bare stage to an unstable 
skeleton of a house to an integral part of 
the show,” says Tracey, “A lot of people 
have put a lot of hours into the set, and 
they ROCK.”
 As director Mr. Scott Susong 
discussed with the cast, “this play can be 
done in two ways: one is merely a cheesy 
production of the play that we’ve all read; 

the second is a production that will hope-
fully make the audience hold up a mirror 
and examine themselves.”  And due to 
Mr. Susong’s original embellishments, 
this production will most definitely be the 
latter. When asked on what working with 
Mr. Susong was like, Tracey responded: 
“He is a brilliant director who really bonds 
with the cast members. He brings an sense 
of professional- ism, yet fun, to rehears-
als.” The cast has been working very hard 
on the production, rehearsing three and 
a half hours per night, Monday through 
Friday. As one cast member quipped: 
“We’re moving at a very rapid pace.”  But 
they secretly love it.
 Obviously, this cast can deal with 
the pressure, as they have already dealt 
with local attention after an article in The 
Baltimore Sun was published, questioning 
some of the audition and casting practices 
of the show regarding race.  The issue was 
discussed with both the student body and 
the cast, and any qualms were resolved.  
“The audience will include some people 
who will be waiting for this production to 
say something it’s not,” commented Mr. 
Susong.
 It’s a unique production that’s 
guaranteed to be unlike any other version 
you’ve seen.  The play goes up the week-
end of April 26th-28th.  Showtimes are 
Friday and Saturday at 7:30, and Sunday at 
2:00.

Maverick Director Sidesteps Controversy 
and Works Miracles at RPCS

BY WILL SHOCK
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At a rehearsal for the upcoming production of The Miracle Worker, John Tracey ’04 
delivers his lines while director Scott Susong and Evan Krometis ’02 look on from the 
upper floor of the Keller household set. (Photo by Peter Brockmeyer)
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Prom production in its many stages... Director Brad King ’02 muses (left) while writer/
composer  Derrick Wang ’02 instructs Omar Robinson ’02 (right) while Tom Miller and 
Aaron King ’04 adjust lights. (Photo illustration by John Davisson)

portrayed by Abby Harwood BMS ‘02, is 
the class leader in all things social.  Every 
girl in school would kill to have her looks, 
her fashion sense, and her ex-boyfriend.  
Ryan’s best friend, Mike, played by Mal-
colm Ruff ‘02, is also a prolific athlete 
but much more the “strong, silent type.”  
He is hindered, however, from plunging 
into the party life by his academic record. 
Opposite the high-profile members of the 
class are Nick, Will Shock ‘04, and Amy, 
Jess Kaplan RPCS ‘02. Amy, one of the 
school`s most dedicated scholars, faces 
the defeat of social and academic rejec-
tion. Only now, when she realizes her time 
in high school is diminishing, does she 
decide to learn how to be part of the crowd. 
Unlike Amy, Nick has been trying to fit in 
since day one. Nick is the extremely smart, 
semi-athletic introvert with an odd sense 
of humor. Unfortunately for Nick, most 
of the laughter is not with him, but at him. 
His mind works in unseen ways, and he is 
always the odd man out social events.
 As the end of the year approaches, 
these five teenagers must make the best of 
the time they have left. The first half of the 
piece is filled with the familiar anticipation 
and preparation for finals, Graduation, 
and, most importantly, Prom Night. While 
they wait nervously to see if they have 
passed their senior year, they loiter about 
the halls remembering old times and talk-
ing about the future. The tension grows to 
a palpable level as social ties are strained, 
twisted, and broken through a montage 
of music and dialogue. As the lights go 
up on act two, the venue has changed to 

the post-prom party. The seniors realize 
that the time has come to find a direction 
for themselves before the morning comes. 
They have learned more about each other 
than they knew before, but they don’t know 
where to go, now that the year is over. And 
when one of the students gets drunk, tem-
pers flare, and secrets are spilled that could 
shatter friendships.
 The sheer complexity of the score 
and dialogue has been a challenge for the 
cast. Thrity strong, they have been faced 
with a hugely stressful rehearsal sched-
ule largely due to the integral role of the 
ensemble. Before and during the early 
phase the production process, several 
cast members  gave up their roles, citing 
time constraints and extenuating circum-
stances. This was a damaging blow to the 
production in its early stage, prompting 
questions and concerns from members 
of the trischool community. Those who 
dropped cited a variety of reasons, rang-
ing from academic pressure to discontent 
with casting decisions. Despite the resul-
tant, momentary skepticism in the student 
direction of the show, cast members proved 
resiliant and rose to the occasion from the 
first rehearsal.
 As the production nears its cli-
mactic finale, the tri-school community 
is brimming with eager expectation and 
uncertainty over the performances. The 
many questions surrounding Prom will be 
answered May 3 (8:00 PM), May 4 (8:00 
PM), and May 5 (2:00 PM), when the show 
hits the stage of the Gilman Alumni Audi-
torium. 



 Lacrosse season has begun and, 
as usual, Gilman’s varsity lacrosse team 
has gotten off to a quick start.  The team is 
3-1 as of April 5th, and currently is ranked 
#10 in the Baltimore Sun’s city high school 
lacrosse poll.  Some of the credit for the 
team’s success must be 
attributed to the play 
of the Gilman seniors. 
Players such as Clark 
Finney, Carl Klimt, 
Rob Hamilton and 
Eddie Douglas have 
performed exception-
ally well and have 
helped the team with 
their great play. 
 But the role 
of the Gilman senior 
varsity players extends 
well beyond their play in game situations.  
On a team full of underclassmen, the 
seniors help provide leadership and set 
examples for a lot of the younger students.  
Players such as Dorsey Hairston, Andrew 
Brooks, and Pat Flanagan have all stepped 
up and have raised the bar for some of 
the younger athletes. These seniors have 
worked hard in practice and have contrib-
uted a lot to the team. Clark Finney said of 
these players, “These guys have pushed the 
starters harder and have helped make all of 
us into a better team. The younger guys are 
looking for leaders, and these guys have 
really set a good example.” Other seniors 
like Danny Ro and Napoleon Sykes have 
played hard in the games and the younger 
players really respect their hustle. 
 One contributing factor to being a 

 The University of Maryland 
basketball team captured their first ever 
national championship in school history on 
April 1st.  The 64-52 defeat of the Indiana 
Hoosiers was a spectacular finish to a stel-
lar 31-4 season.  As he did all year long, 
senior guard Juan Dixon made the shots 
when they mattered most.  
 As fans watched the Terps cut 
down the nets in Atlanta, they may have 
had a few questions pop into their heads 
about next year’s squad. 
 One of those questions surrounds 
the 6’10” sophomore forward Chris 
Wilcox.  Will he return for his junior year 
of college?  There are rumors that are being 
said that Wilcox has improved his game so 
much this season, that he is a definite first 
round pick in this year’s NBA draft.  If 
Wilcox does leave, it would be a large 
blow to UMD, considering that the offense 
will likely be run through him.
 A second question is whether 

This season, in addition to Will’s 
short appearance, senior captains Mal-
colm Ruff, Glenn Rivers, Teddy Wiles, 
Charles Chapman, and Charles Sarbib-
Brown are leading the team.  In addition 
to these seniors, juniors Ambrose Wooden 
and Brannan Knott have aided the team 
despite running track for a second sport, 
as Wooden plays baseball and Knott plays 
lacrosse.  Ruff remarked for the team’s 

goals for this season, “The best thing for us 
is not only having a good record but also to 
get better each week.  The biggest thing is 
the championship, as we’re definitely not 
the best team in the MIAAs, but we might 
be able to slip by in the points.”  The team 
hopes to do well in meets against Mt. St. 
Joe, McDonough, and against Calvert Hall 
next week.

point guard, Steve Blake, will be able to 
return to regular season form.  Blake had a 
great regular season and ACC tournament, 
but it seemed as if he somehow lost focus 
in the final games of the NCAAs, as the 
announcers for the championship made 
sure to point out repeatedly.
 Another question for the Terps, is 
who will be able to fill in the large holes 
left in the lineup due to the departure of 
Juan Dixon and Lonny Baxter.  Look for 
Drew Nicholas to step up and become 
a prime scorer in place of Dixon. Also, 
forwards Tahj Holden and Ryan Randle 
showed that they were capable of great 
play towards the end of the year.
 The biggest question for next 
year is whether or not the Terps can repeat 
as champs.  But my guess is that none of 
these questions popped into any Terp’s 
fan’s mind on that championship winning 
Monday night, because for now this season 
has been as sweet as they get.   

good leader is experiencing all the levels of 
the Gilman program. For example, senior 
Eddie Douglas spent at least one year at 
each level during his high school lacrosse 
career. He spent one year on fresh./soph., 
one year on JV, and he is currently on his 

second year on varsity.  
Mr. Smith, a defensive 
coach for the team, said 
a player on fresh/soph. 
has a greater chance 
of being a leader than 
a freshman on varsity. 
“Coming up through 
the system, you have 
a better opportunity to 
become a leader, and 
you will experience 
different leadership 
styles.”

 The seniors on this year’s var-
sity lacrosse squad have really taken on 
big leadership roles. The seniors have 
helped the younger players by setting good 
examples in the games and in practice.  
Eddie Douglas spoke about the importance 
of senior leadership. “Senior leadership 
is not necessarily yelling at the younger 
guys teaching them what to do, but rather 
getting them accustomed to playing at 
this level of lacrosse. Senior leadership is 
real important to the development of these 
younger guys.” 
 The seniors on this year’s lacrosse 
team are not only helping this year’s team 
get better, but are also helping the varsity 
lacrosse teams of the future. Along with 
that, they are training the senior leaders of 
the future.

SPORTS PERSPECTIVE

Maryland Terrapins Tear It Up All the Way 
to NCAA Championships Victory

BY SIMON LANDAU

Varsity Lacrosse’s Seniors Set the Example
BY JORDAN TUCKER

Juniors Matt Morris and Chris Bendann eat lunch with English exchange student Will 
Devenish (right). (Photo by Gibbs Burke)
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Maryland’s Juan Dixon takes the shot while his teammate Drew Nicholas and Indiana`s 
Dane Fife pursue him during the championship game. (Photo courtesy of ESPN.com)
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“COMING UP 
THROUGH THE 

SYSTEM, YOU HAVE 
A BETTER OPPOR-

TUNITY TO BECOME 
A LEADER.”

“TRACK,” CONTINUED FROM P. 1


