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School Spirit 
On Display 

at Circus

BY AUSTIN BROWN, TOM MILLER, AND 
MICHAEL SILICIANO

BY ANDREW LIN AND JOSH SWERIN

Civil Rights 
Legend Ruby 
Bridges Visits 

Gilman

BY MICHAEL BROWN, TOM MILLER, AND 
MICHAEL SILICIANO

    On Friday October 25, 2002, a tra-
dition was revived for the third time 
since its inception: The Gilman Circus. 
The circus began in the 1950’s with 
the goal of raising money to build an 
indoor pool. After this vision was real-
ized, the circus continued running until 
the early 1980’s when the faculty felt 
that they were doing more work than 
the students. During this period, the 
prime goal of the event was to create 
revenue and consequently, each year 
the school accumulated approximately 
fi fteen thousand dollars. Additionally, 
the old circus was a school wide event, 
which would run for several days. 
    In 1986, the circus was revived with 
the condition that high-school students 
assume the majority of its responsibili-
ties. This new circus was designed to be 
smaller and run for only one day as not 
to overburden those running it.  Addi-
tionally, the remodeled event recieved a 
revised goal; instead of turning a profi t, 
Upper School students would now try 
to give something back to the younger 
kids. The lack of student support, 
however, caused the circus to die once 
more.   An attempted revival occured in 

continued on Page 6

Governor-elect Bob Ehrlich converses with former Gilman headmaster 
Reddy Finney at a Gilman football game. (Photo by Tom Miller)

    Two weeks ago, Gilman students 
were privileged with a visit from Ruby 
Bridges.  As a child, Mrs. Bridges  played 
a key role in the Civil Rights movement: 
she was one of the fi rst African-Ameri-
cans to attend an integrated school in 
Louisiana.  Ruby Bridges has now dedi-
cated her life to sharing her message of 
equality with students.  At the base of 
her message are her childhood experi-
ences; she had to face the deep-seated 
prejudices of New Orleans’s white 
population.  Now, Mrs. Bridges aims 
to eradicate all traces of racial inequality 
from society; to accomplish her goal, 
she feels that it is necessary to talk to 
today’s youth, who will in time become 
leaders of our society.
    In her two days at Gilman. Ruby 
Bridges visited the Lower, Middle, and 
Upper schools.  From discussions with 
Lower School students to a special 
lecture for juniors and seniors, Mrs. 
Bridges spread her message to nearly 
all Gilman students and faculty.  
    The News had the opportunity to 

continued on Page 3
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    After a heated campaign that 
attracted national attention, Republican 
Robert Ehrlich was elected governor of  
Maryland on Tuesday. The Gilman 
graduate will be the fi rst Republican to 
hold that position since 1966. Ehrlich’s 
running-mate, Michael Steele, is the 
fi rst African-American to be elected to 
statewide offi ce in Maryland.
    With 99% of precincts reporting 
as this paper went to press, Ehrlich 
appeared to have garnered a narrow 
51% majority, with 842,075 votes. His 
main opponent, Democrat Kathleen 
Kennedy Townsend, took only 48%, 
with 784,454 votes. These results 
confirmed the lead given to him by 
independent pollsters over the last few 
weeks, but are nonetheless surprising 

in Maryland, a state where registered 
Democrats outnumber registered 
Republicans by almost two to one.
    The only son of Nancy and Bob 
Ehrlich Sr., the candidate grew up 
in Arbutus, Maryland, an industrial 
suburb of Baltimore. Ehrlich attended 
Gilman School on scholarship, graduat-
ing in 1977. A star on the football team 
at Gilman, he would later expand that 
success to be captain of the team at 
Princeton University.  After college he 
earned a law degree from Wake Forest 
University. After spending some time in 
private practice with the local law fi rm 
Ober, Kaler, Grimes, and Shriver, he was 
elected in 1987 to the Maryland House 
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If All The World’s A Party...What’s The Problem?

BY TOM MILLER

    For a week or so after Gilman’s wildly 
successful Homecoming dance, the 
school seethed with arguments about 
alleged occurrences of lewd dress, 
behavior, and dancing at the event. The 
issue was discussed in classes and advi-
sories, and many teachers deplored an 
apparent lack of values among today’s 
teenagers. Then, a week later, an article 
appeared in the November/December 
issue of Baltimore’s Style Magazine 
entitled “Teen Parties Now,” in which 
the usually staid guide to “smart living in 
Baltimore” stepped outside the realm of 
gourmet cooking and interior decorat-
ing to offer a vivid exposé of drinking, 
drugs, and sex at teenage parties. The 
article included a personal testimonial 
from an unnamed girl who mentioned 
Gilman School by name several times 
in describing a weekend party.
    This pair of events led to a predict-
able shouting of “O tempora, O mores!” 
by pretty much anyone over the age of 
25. The image of a sort of Rococo moral 
decadence quietly metastasizing in Gil-
man’s affl uent, suburban atmosphere 
was quickly evoked by all those who 
see in the Gilman boy the culmination 
of all society’s evils. Is this a reasonable 
conclusion? Hardly. Those who decry 
a decline in morals among Gilman stu-
dents are simply out of touch with the 
dynamic of today’s youth.
    It is certainly not our wish to dismiss 
the terrible consequences of substance 
abuse, but the evidence shows that in 

today’s teenage world (the phrase verges 
on cliché, but we are hardly its origina-
tors) it is possibe to have fun and be 
prudent at the same time. In the Style 
Magazine article, students who freely 
admitted to getting drunk emphasized 
as well that they always used designated 
drivers and were active in the community 
for the cause of ending drunk driving.

    Neither the style of dancing at Home-
coming nor the earthshaking revelation 
that teenagers drink (surprise!) is evi-
dence to condemn all teenage interac-
tions as superfi cial and unhealthy. To 
say so is to make the false assumption 
that dances and drinking are the sole 
vehicles for social interaction outside of 

LETTERS
Dear Editor,

    I read with great interest, during my 
reunion weekend, your op-ed piece 
on community service (50 Hours of a 
Moral Dilemma: Why Community Ser-
vice Should No Longer Be Required, 
Gilman News, 9/9/02).

    I agree with you completely.  The 
act of community service should not 
be a compulsory exercise for anyone - 
it should, indeed, come from the heart 
and a true desire to serve.  It sounds 
like the liberal factions of the Gilman 
administration need another notch for 
its "superiority" belt (e.g., our students 
perform 50 hours of community ser-
vice - be it voluntary or compulsory, 
who cares? As long as we can say our 

students do this - ergo, our students are 
superior to others).

    The act of community service should 
remain a personal and individual choice, 
not an action demanded by an institu-
tion of higher learner or the state.  
Gilman, if it wishes to support this type 
of activity for its students, should pro-
vide appropriate consideration for its 
students who wish to participate (i.e., 
class credit or activity in lieu of athlet-
ics).  But forcing students to perform a 
community service project as a require-
ment for graduation is wrong.

Brian Doud '82
Senior Manager, Business Affairs
The Coca-Cola Company

In Defense of Homecoming, Style Magazine, and General Public Indecency

school. They are most certainly not; 
instead, they simply provide a purging 
of pent-up energies denied an outlet 
during the school week. Our system 
places so much pressure on students 
– in academics, athletics, the college 
search, etc. – that it is only right that a 
counterculture of distraction and fun 

should emerge. Historical precedents, 
such as the Bacchanalia of classical 
times, abound.
    Let us also fi rmly reject the argu-
ment that either issue, especially the 
fi rst, is linked to gender. The belief 
that the behavior at Homecoming 
was degrading to women has created 

a bizarre role reversal whereby liberal 
faculty members usually stumbling over 
themselves to protect students’ rights 
to self-expression suddenly fi nd them-
selves arguing for restraint. According 
to them, girls are forced, against their 
will, to conform to the demands of a 
dominant, lustful male population.  In 
truth, the pressure between the sexes 
is not one-sided but reciprocal; boys 
are coerced into becoming the kind 
of person for which girls, in response 
to a different kind of pressure, seem to 
demonstrate their preference. Further-
more, one cannot discount the pres-
sures coming from other members of 
the same sex. The issue is less one of 
gender differences than of simple social 
stratifi cation. 
    Finally, teenage years should be a 
time to experiment without the social 
strictures of adulthood. Indeed, from 
an educational standpoint, partying 
may be just as valuable as Geometry 
or A.P. U.S. History. Whether or not a 
student’s experiences lead him to an 
ultimate affi rmation of the values that 
Gilman espouses, it will at least lead 
him somewhere, and that is more than 
can be said for many things. Hopefully, 
the school will eventually recognize not 
only the inevitability of an evolution in 
social mores, but its potential benefi ts 
as well. Turn on the lights, turn off the 
music, call in the police - but the party 
will rock on.

OUR SYSTEM PLACES SO MUCH 
PRESSURE ON STUDENTS THAT IT 
IS ONLY RIGHT THAT A COUN-
TERCULTURE OF DISTRACTION 
AND FUN SHOULD EMERGE.

Opinion
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Ruby Bridges discusses issues of racial prejudice. (Photo by Gibbs Burke)

Classes Seem To Be Getting 
Bigger, But Aren’t

BY MICHAEL BROWNconduct an exclusive interview with 
Mrs. Bridges. She identifies Robert 
Coles’s picture book The Story of Ruby 
Bridges as the force that galvanized her 
as an adult to share her message with 
the children of America. “He had been 
writing about my story for thirty years, 
but this was the fi rst time he had writ-
ten for children. It was the fi rst book 
to try to take racism and explain it to a 
six-year old,” 
she says.
    Her vision 
for American 
education is 
simple. “Our 
main concern 
is a better 
education for 
each child. 
That’s very important for us as a people,” 
she says. She is equally pragmatic about 
the progress made in the educational 
sector since the 1960s - “I know the sac-
rifi ces my own parents made. We have 
come a long way. I would be dismiss-
ing the work of a lot of people if I said 
that we hadn’t,” states Bridges. As to a 
shortfall, she identifi es the practice of 
“teaching our children that they should 
only trust and be friends with people 
who look like them. Since our babies 
aren’t being born that way, racism is 
being taught. It’s really not kids, it’s us 
adults. What I do is preventative.”
    Bridges identifies socioeco-
nomics as something potentially even 
more divisive than race.  “I don’t believe 
it is about race,” she says. “It’s all about 
the piece of this American pie that we 
all want.” She warns that not eliminat-
ing the infl uence of socioeconomics on 

education could change for the worse 
the face of tomorrow’s leaders. “I’ve 
gone into schools where they have 
laptops on every desk,” she says. “The 
school I integrated was a run-down, 
inner city school. Where will our lead-
ers come from?” 
    Would Bridges have done what her 
parents did? “Would I subject my chil-
dren to that? I don’t think so. I don’t 

think I could do 
that. That’s the 
ultimate sacri -
fi ce.”

Resp ons es 
from the 
Upper School 
to Mrs. Bridges 
are mixed in 
variety.  Some 

wished that she would have delved 
deeper into the emotional side of her 
innocent actions.  Senior Marlon White 
remarks that “I wish she had touched 
on how it felt…being the fi rst girl to 
integrate.”   The majority of students 
and faculty, however, felt that her visit 
was interesting, motivating, and educa-
tional.  Senior Kareem Shaya comments 
that Mrs. Bridges helped him to gain “a 
better appreciation and understanding 
of what people sacrifi ced during The 
Civil Rights Movement.”  Mr. Foreman 
said that Mrs. Bridges’s presentation was 
“extremely well done in how she made 
the younger kids interact.”   Overall, it 
seems that Ruby Bridges’ inspirational 
presence was motivational for almost 
everybody.  Her lesson is one of courage 
that cannot be forgotten as our society 
moves into a time of great uncertainty.  

Ruby Bridges at Gilman

“ WHAT I DO IS 
PREVENTATIVE.”

continued from Page 1

    Do your classes seem larger than 
they have in past years?  About two 
weeks ago, as Mr. Vishio seemed to 
drone on about Catullus and hendeca-
syllabics, my brain began to wander, 
and I thought, “Wow – this is a really 
big class!”  In fact, there are twenty-
one students in the class – an unprec-
edented number in my experience 
at Gilman.  As I pondered this new 
situation, 
I realized 
that this 
was not 
the only 
class that 
seemed 
p a r -
ticularly 
l a r g e .  
Chemis-
try, Math, 
a n d 
History 
(at Bryn 
M a w r ) 
quickly 
came to 
mind, and I soon discussed my con-
cerns with several classmates.  Finding 
a general consensus that classes are 
larger, I took these concerns to the 
administration.  
    Mr. McGill assured the News that 
there has been no “secret move 
to enlarge class sizes.”  Mr. McGill 
also placed a particular emphasis on 
Gilman’s, as well as his own personal, 
dedication to maintaining class sizes 
that are benefi cial to both students 
and teachers.  In fact, Mr. McGill 
recently attended a conference con-
cerned primarily with determining the 
ideal class size.  While opinions varied 
from fourteen to twenty students, 
Gilman’s average falls in the middle 
of this range.  Mr. McGill does not 
deny that several classes exceed this 
average, but attributes large classes to 
two primary factors:  the wide variety 
of courses offered at Gilman and fl uc-
tuation of student interest in particular 
courses.  Most important to Mr. McGill 
is that students recognize that “This is 
not a subtle/not so subtle campaign to 
change our class sizes.”
    Mrs. Turner was in agreement with 
Mr. McGill, particularly emphasizing the 
importance of learning environments in 
which discussion is essential.  Recog-
nizing that certain courses are larger 
than others, Mrs. Turner explained 
that when an advanced or specialized 
course is offered, it is often logistically 

impossible to form an additional class.  
Moreover, Mrs. Turner stressed the 
balance needed between accommo-
dating student interest in a particular 
class, and maintaining a strong learn-
ing environment.  Overall, Mrs. Turner, 
speaking on behalf of the faculty, says 
that, “We certainly do not want to have 
a system that is educationally unsound 
or unsafe.”

Finally, 
M r . 
Broadus, 
in charge 
of sched-
u l i n g 
classes, 
said that 
the aver-
age class 
size last 
year was 
sixteen, 
and that 
the aver-
age class 
size this 

year is sixteen.  In fact, Mr. Broadus 
told the News that Gilman, along with 
other schools in the group, is required 
to report this number to AIMS as a 
standard procedure.  Mr. Broadus, 
like Mr. McGill and Mrs. Turner, attri-
butes variations in class sizes primarily 
to changes in student interest.
    To determine the importance of class 
sizes within the tri-school community, 
the News interviewed Mrs. Helfman, 
assistant headmistress of Bryn Mawr.  
She said that at Bryn Mawr, “We do 
watch it quite closely, and try to avoid 
having more than fi fteen (students) per 
class.”  However, Mrs. Helfman, like 
Mr. McGill, acknowledges that some 
class sizes exceed the target, but sees 
student demands and interests as the 
primary cause of these exceptions.  
Mrs. Helfman also agrees with the 
administration at Gilman that coordi-
nation of classes does not contribute to 
any of these exceptions in class size.
    The consensus: class sizes are not 
larger than they have been in the past.  
If sometime your mind should wander, 
as mine did, to this matter, be assured, 
as Mr. McGill said, that there has been 
no “secret move to enlarge class sizes.”  
Classes that exceed Gilman’s target of 
sixteen students are not the result of 
Gilman’s lack of concern, but instead 
refl ect Gilman’s effort to satisfy the 
demands and interests of the stu-
dents.

“THIS IS NOT A 
SUBTLE / NOT SO 

SUBTLE CAMPAIGN TO 
CHANGE OUR CLASS 

SIZES.” -MR. MCGILL
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    OK, so the main plot of Annie Get 
Your Gun isn’t really about Annie 
Oakley getting her gun.  To start with, 
she already has a gun and well, she’s 
pretty gosh darn good at it.  She’s 
a sharp-shooting, pistol-pumping, 
bullet-busting, ammo-attacking, lean, 
mean (actually kind of polite) fi ghting 
machine played by Anne Fallon RPCS 
’03.  The play is about Annie’s journey 
through the shooting shows of the world 
and her budding romance with fellow 
male shooter Frank Butler, played by 
Gilman’s Matt Morris ’03.  Although the 
two appear to be a match made in gun 
shows, problems of personal pride and 
confusing scheming from outside par-
ties get in the way.  The story chronicles 
Annie’s career as she becomes the star 
of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, jour-
neys through a European tour, and gains 
worldwide success.  Still, her heart is 
longing for that man with a gun, and the 
show leads to a testing end where the 
two face off in one last shooting match.  
Mr. Scott Susong once again directs the 
show with many ensemble actors work-
ing together for the big extravaganza.
    Originally, Annie Get Your Gun 
opened on May 16, 1946 at the Impe-
rial Theatre and became an instant hit 
with Ethel Merman as the star.  Based 
on a story by Herbert & Dorothy Fields, 
the music and lyrics were written by 
the great American composer Irving 
Berlin, who provided one of the great-
est scores he ever wrote for a musical 
with such songs as “There’s No Busi-
ness Like Show Business,” “An Old 
Fashion Wedding,” and “Moonshine 

Lullaby.”  The fi rst show ran for 1,147 
performances before ending as the 
third longest musical of the 1940s, and 
it was revived later on in 1966 at the 
Lincoln Center.  In addition, there was 
a 1950 screen adaptation of the show.  
Most recently, the show was brought to 
Broadway in 1999 featuring Bernadette 
Peters.  
    Based on recent history, it is clear 
that the show still manages to attract a 
new generation despite the feeling of 
an older atmosphere of western rodeos.  
Matt Morris noted, “It’s been written a 
long time ago so it has a ‘50’s fl air to it 
but still deals with modern issues such 
as chauvinism and feminism led by a 
strong, interesting female character.”  
Mr. Susong commented about the fi c-
tional female character, “Annie Oakley 
is a great role model who overcame 
adult illiteracy and made it in a male 
dominated area of society.”  This musi-
cal was chosen for its traditional and 
well-known feel.  John Tracey ’04 men-
tioned, “It’s really fun because it’s very 
colorful and energetic,” and on a lighter 
side said, “It is an excellent specimen of 
classic American music theater.”
    Other Gilman students in the play are 
Peter Hansen ’03, Andrew Janet ’04, Ben 
Demers ’04, and Daniel Martin-Minnich 
’06.   To fi nd out whether Annie gets her 
gun/personal dignity/man in the end, 
come out and see the musical on Friday, 
November 22 and Saturday, November 
23 at 7:30 PM, and on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24 at 2:00 PM.

BY MATT YOUN

Annie Gets Her Gun 
At RPCS

Andrew Janet ‘04 and Christine Werthmann RPCS ‘03 work with director 
Scott Susong in his production of “Annie Get Your Gun.” (Photo by Peter 
Brockmeyer)

    Last fall, the freshmen and sopho-
mores from Bryn Mawr and Gilman had 
audiences rolling in the aisles with Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s, The Taming of the 
Shrew. And now that autumn is show-Shrew. And now that autumn is show-Shrew
ing its face once again, you can come 
to Gilman’s Centennial Hall to escape 
the chill of the outdoors and watch as 
underclassmen step out on to the stage, 
and act out Shakespeare’s comedy, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
    The play is set in Athens and its sur-
rounding forests, which are inhabited 
by fairies, nymphs, and all manner 
of supernatural beings. The king of 
the fairies, Oberon, played by Aaron 
Moreland ‘06, and his trusted servant, 
Puck (Lucas Meyerson ‘06)  wander the 
forest looking for ways to create mischief 
for Oberon’s wife, Titania, the queen 
of the fairies. Titania (Morgan Adams 
BMS ‘05) and Oberon have been argu-
ing, and Oberon is searching for a way 
to get some small revenge. 
    Into the woods come two pairs 
of lovers from the city. Lysander and 

Hermia, played by Hal Turner ‘05, and 
Lisa Sussman, BMS ‘05, are escaping the 
king’s edict which prevents them from 
marrying. They are followed by Deme-
trius and Helena, played by Colin Rice 
‘06 and Alex Aaronson, BMS ‘05. The 
four young people, along with a group 
oafi sh rustics led by Bottom the weaver 
(Noel Fetting-Smith ‘05), become 
ensnared in the fairy’s mischievous 
enchantments. Before the expected 
happy ending, the couples must escape 
from the spell, and fi nd a way to solve 
their predicament. The end of the play 
is filled with excitement, suspense, 
and slapstick, and one character quite 
literally makes an ass of himself. Other 
cast members include Billy McCarthy 
‘05 as King Theseus, Marjorie Foley 
BMS ‘06, as Queen Hippolyta, and 
Charles Gamper ‘06, as Hermia’s father, 
Egeus.
    So come share the dream in Gilman’s 
Centennial Hall, November 15-17. It’s 
sure to be an enchanting evening. 

BY TOM SHOEMAKER

Dreaming of Midsummer 
Nights at Gilman

Hal Turner ‘05 and Colin Rice ‘04 argue with Lisa Sussman BMS ‘05 in a 
scene from “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” (Photo by Peter Brockmeyer)

At Home on A Friday Night?

Visit the Gilman News Online!

www.gilmnannews.com
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PHOTO FEATURE

The Bridges 
IN USE

Darby McEvoy ‘04 crosses the Roland Avenue 
pedestrian bridge on his way to RPCS. (Photo by 
Kasai Richardson)

A view of passing cars at night. (Photo by Nina 
Themelis)

A daytime view of the Northen Parkway bridge. 
(Photo by Kasai Richardson)

The Roland Avenue bridge by night. (Photo by 
Nina Themelis.)

   The two new pedestrian bridges cross-
ing Northern Parkway and Roland Avenue 
are prominent and fi xed  structures.   The 
bridges cost approximately three million 
dollars to build in total, with each school 
contributing approximately one million dol-
lars.  Discussion of the bridges began as 
early as 1994, while ground breaking occur-
ring only last spring.  Many juniors and most 
juniors from the tri-school community use 
the bridges throughout the school day, and 
after school many people in the community 
use them as safe and scenic shortcuts across 
the major roadways.
   This fall, members of Gilman’s Photojour-
nalism senior elective class captured on fi lm 
how the bridges have become an integral  
part of everyday life in the Trischool Com-
munity. Featured on this page is a sample 
of their work. 

TEXT BY NINA THEMELIS BMS ‘03



The Gilman News • November 8, 2002Page 6

1996,  yet, the circus disappeared again 
in 2000 due the students’ lack of inter-
est.  Finally, in 2002, Gilman students 
have restored the circus for hopefully 
the fi nal time. 
    Mr. Schmick feels that a “ circus 
is a success if the students pull it off 
by themselves and the school breaks 
even.” This year’s circus was very suc-
cessful, considering that it raised over 
one thousand dollars, was run entirely 
by the students, and provided a fun 
experience for the younger kids. The 
circus committe, consisting of seniors 
Tap Kolkin, Peter Ahn, Chris Bendam, 
and junior Isaac Boltanksy, was able to 
organize the entire event, from booth 
ideas to cleanup late Friday night.  The 
time they sacrifi ced paid off, as Mr. Cic-

canti commented, “that the numerous 
booths were evident of the hard work 
invloved.” Mr. Ciccanti also enjoyed 
the Asian delacacies.  Alex Cole 04’ 
felt that “it appeared as though the kids 
were having an excellent time.”  Junior 
Alan Wu said, “As a fi rst impression, the 
circus seemed really busy, but I man-
aged to have a good time.”
    Overall, the students and faculty’s 
concensus of the circus was one of suc-
cess.  Interestinglly though, Mr. Schmick 
would consider returning to the circus of 
the sixties and seventies if the support 
was there.  If it should occur, this event 
would continue for several days and 
involve the entire school community.  
Mr. Schmick,  though, doubts the revival 
of this circus style,  as he is unsure of 
whether the shcool needs another major 
event.

The Circus a Great Success
continued from Page 1

Justin Batoff ‘03 jerks the board back and forth for the pleasure of Lower 
Schoolers at the Gilman Circus. (Photo by Kareem Shaya)

Ehrlich Visits Gilman at 
Victorious Campaign’s 

Eleventh Hour

Upper left: Ehrlich is interviewed by a member of the press while watching 
the Varsity football team play Dunbar.

Lower left: Ehrlich poses with Gilman Middle Schoolers Will Finney, Bren-
dan Aronson, Gibs Donohue, Chris Councill, and Harrison Hart.

(Photos by Tom Miller)

continued from Page 1

of Delegates where he would serve on 
the Judiciary Committee. In 1995, he 
was elected to the United States House 
of Representatives from Maryland’s 
2nd district. There he has served on 
the Energy and 
C o m m e r c e 
Committee and 
co-chaired the 
House Biotech-
nology Caucus. 
Last year, while 
his campaign for 
governor was still 
in its undeclared 
stages, Ehrlich returned to Gilman to 
address the Upper School, an event 
which was covered by the Gilman News 
and generated considerable controversy 
among the student body.
On Friday, November 1, Ehrlich made 
an appearance at Gilman to watch the 

Varsity Football team play Dunbar, pur-
sued by a large number of reporters and 
cameramen. Gilman students seated on 
the stadium steps shouted his name and 
cheered. 

A r o u n d 
G i l m a n , 
reactions to 
Ehrlich’s vic-
tory were 
mixed. “I 
think Bob is 
awesome,” 
says Stewart 
Kameen ’04. 

“He’s a much more serious candidate 
than Kathleen Kennedy Townsend.” 
His classmate Chris Jones disagreed. 
“A lot of things in Maryland are going 
to change in a negative way,” he said, 
adding that he felt Ehrlich had used “sev-
eral deceptive tactics that ultimately led 
to his victory.”

“ I THINK BOB IS 
AWESOME.”
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   On October 18th, several local bands 
gathered at the Bryn Mawr school for 
an all out showdown. Besides the title 
of the “ultimate band,” bands from the 
tri-school community as well as from 
around the area fought for a permanent 
spot at all of the Bryn Mawr coffee 
houses. Tommy Mayer, a.k.a. “Larry 
Live” delivered the fi rst rocking perfor-
mance of the night from the piano a la 
Billy Joel. Omni, a band comprised of 
Gilman’s Matt Hogans and Kelly Gibby 
made their debut at the battle. It was 
clear that Matt was comfortable on 
stage and had good chemistry with the 
crowd. “I’m gonna play a Jimi Hendrix 
song right now because I feel like it!” he 
shouted out during Omni’s set. Morn-
ing After, an all-Gilman band, featuring 
Z. Ross Fragapane, Daniel Blumberg, 
Keith Levy, and Britton Nyce rocked 

The Battle of the Bands
the house with a cover of the Red Hot 
Chili Pepper hit, “Aeroplane,” and the 
Black Crowes’ “She Talks to Angels.” 
The last performance of the night 
came from the extremely talented and 
versatile Boxed-In. This group features 
Chase Hoffberger on acoustic guitar 
and John Mooney keeping the rhythms 
on the drums combined with students 
of Friends. The group performed their 
perennial favorite “Old and New” to 
close the night. Despite these strong 
performances, none of the groups 
could top the all-female group, The 
Sirens. Armed with an entourage of 
friends and a 2-guitar attack, the Sirens 
came in fi rst place with the most votes 
on the night. All of the bands seemed to 
enjoy themselves, as did the audience, 
and it would be great to see these bands 
go at it again. 

BY DAN WEINMAN

      The fi rst ever season of the Gilman 
interscholastic volleyball team came to 
close this past month with a record of 
3-8-1. However, a record, good or bad, 
does not tell a thing about the success 
of the program. Therefore a refl ection of 
how the team 
has played 
throughout 
the season 
is in order. 
At fi rst, they 
went through 
a period of 
i n c o n s i s -
tency, but 
the new 
team of two 
f reshmen, 
nine sopho-
mores, two 
juniors, and 
five seniors, 
s t a y e d 
enthusiastic 
and trained 
hard every 
practice. Of 
the eighteen 
people on 
the team, 
four player 
took the 
leader role, 
not only in the sense of ability, but also 
in order to help the group of athletes 

to function like a team. These four pio-
neers were Mark Rohdy, a senior, who 
at about 6’ 5” displayed his backcourt 
authority in many games. Pell George, 
a sophomore, who played good offense 
as well as contributing tough defense. 

Jake Dubois, 
a junior, who 
had 27 of 80 
total team 
kills during 
the game 
against Mt. 
Carmel. And 
last but not 
least Clarke 
Nelson, a 
senior, who 
willingly leapt 
to the leader 
role. Towards 
the end of the 
season, after 
two losses to 
Loyola during 
a double 
header, the 
Gilman vol -
leyball team 
fi nally put the 
last puzzle 
piece in its 
place, and 
got back on 

track to fi nish off the season with two 
exceptionally strong wins. 

Volleyball’s First Season Rocks
BY MAK MENDELSON

    “We are trying to fi nd a proper bal-
ance between having fun, becoming 
better citizens, and playing football,” 
said JV assistant coach John O. Schmick 
on the mission of the JV football team.   
This year the Junior Varsity football team 
has had many changes, including a fairly 
new coaching staff, a high percentage 
of freshmen, and as Mr. Schmick said, 
they are making this year a lot of fun, 
but still working hard. “When the game 
is on the line you want to do good, but 
it is hard” said T.J. Palmer, a freshman 
offensive tackle, on the team’s perfor-
mance under pressure.  Another new 
thing this year is that there is a majority 
of freshman on the team.  The last major 
difference is the philosophy of the team. 
This year, as Mr. Schmick said, the team 
and coaching staff is focusing on having 
a lot of fun while still working hard. 
    The Fresh/Soph football team has 
been improving quickly after a very 

bad start to the season.  Since getting 
blown out in their fi rst two games, the 
team lost two consecutive heartbreakers 
in which the other team was outplayed, 
but won the game because of one or 
two key plays.  Offensive tackle Zach-
ary Lander-Portnoy says that the reason 
for the improvement is that “the team 
is becoming more intense on the fi eld” 
but Linebacker/Tight End Bobby Watts 
says that the improvement is because 
“Coach Julius uses his extensive vocab-
ulary to get us pumped.”  Aside from 
performance on the fi eld, Fresh/Soph 
football has been a lot of fun.  “The 
whole season has been fun, really” 
says Watts.
    The JV football team plays their last 
game away at McDonogh on November 
7th , and the Fresh/Soph football team 
plays their last game away at Loyola on 
November 16th. 

FS and JV Football Teams      
Work Hard

BY MICHAEL EISENSTEIN AND SAM NOVEY

Gilman Volleyball players blast the ball over 
the net. (Photo by Patrick Hudson)
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    Last weekend a remarkable season 
drew to a close for the Varsity Water 
Polo team. Despite some disappoint-
ments, the team’s accomplishments, 
including getting to the fi nals in the 
MIAA tournament, were impressive.
The team made drastic changes com-
pared to last year. Last year, the offense 
was dominated by Gibbs Burke and 
Slavik Shparaga with Gibbs scoring 
almost eighty goals during the season. 
During this year’s season, however, 
juniors Yuyu Zhang and Alan Wu took 
on more responsibility which helped to 
even out the offense. 
    The regular season started by routing 
Mount St. Joe in an astonishing 18 to 3 
victory. Gilman then went on to take 
down defending MIAA champion Cal-
vert Hall. The team continued to make 
history by beating McDonogh for the 
fi rst time in several years in a comeback 
victory by one goal. Coach Scott Budde 
commented, “The water polo team has 
elevated itself to the best level of play 
that it has achieved in years.”Gilman 
progressed to the championship game 
of the Gilman Tournament but lost to 
Cathedral Prep, a powerhouse in east 
coast water polo. After falling into a 
slump, Gibbs Burke and Slav Shparaga 
psyched the team up to trounce Loyola, 
which was ranked second going into the 
MIAA championships, in a 15-11 vic-

tory. 
    Now ranked 1st in the conference, 
the team had high hopes for the MIAA 
tournament on Saturday October 26. 
Gilman swam over McDonogh in a 
9-3 victory in the semi-fi nals, making 
it eligible to play Calvert Hall in the 
championship game for the MIAA title. 
Unfortunately, Calvert Hall took an early 
lead which the Greyhounds could never 
overcome. The game became closer in 
the second half but the victory eluded 
teh Gilman team. 
    The Eastern Prep Championship 
Tournament in Lawrenceville, NJ the 
following weekend brought further dis-
appointment with the team going 1-2. 
Gilman was matched up against tough 
teams from all the east coast including 
Episcopal Academy and St. Benedict’s 
Prep.
    There is, nevertheless, hope for next 
year with four of the six starters return-
ing. Sophomores Chris Morrow and 
Ryan Smith and Juniors Yuyu Zhang 
and  Alan Wu will take the forefront 
of Gilman water polo next year, but 
seniors Gibbs Burke and Slavik will be 
sorely missed.  Slavik remarked, “Per-
sonally, I I feel comfortable leaving the 
team in the hands of Andrew Marshak, 
Ryan Smith, Yuyu, Chris Morrow, and 
Alan Wu.”

Water Polo’s Season Ends 
with Disappointment

BY PETER JAROW

Gilman Water Polo is overwhelmed by Episcopal Academy at the Eastern 
Tournament in Lawrenceville, NJ. (Photo courtesy of Tom Miller)

    The Varsity Cross Country team 
ended a 2 year, 16 game losing streak 
this year by winning at John Carroll. 
Coached by Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Duncan (a.k.a El Diablo) and led by 
Captain Will Shock ’04, the team came 
back during the race to overcome the 
Patriots’ challenge. Without strong 
performances from Robert Benitez ’05 
brother Patrick Benitez ’05, Ben Small 
’05, and Dave Baker ’04, the team 
would not have done nearly as well 
as it has.  Keeping the attitude positive 
during grueling practices were senior 
leaders Lee Levitas ’03 and Ross Taylor 
’03.  The coaching staff was impressed 
and pleased with the improvement seen 

throughout the season, despite the set-
backs, the losses, and the injuries.  The 
Junior Varsity coaches, Dr. Thornbery 
and Mrs. Megan Williams, ably coached 
the team to a two win season, to match 
last year’s record.  Led by Ben Goetsch 
’06 and Adam Lenrow ’04, the team sur-
prised Archibishop Spalding and John 
Carroll, winning both meets by large 
margins.  Senior Leadership was pro-
vided by Jake Baker ’03, Bucky Schaefer 
’03, and Jed Weeks ’03.  Both teams 
fought their way through tough MIAA 
“A” schedules and are now preparing 
for the championships on Wednesday, 
November 6.

Cross Country Sees Improvement
BY WILL SHOCK

    After a successful 2001 season in 
the B conference, the Gilman Varsity 
Soccer team has moved up to their 
rightful place in the A conference. This 
season has been a transition year for 
the program.  The level of play in the 
A conference is much quicker, and the 
teams are more skilled.  Dr. Harris  said 
that, “It has been a bit of an adjustment 
to play against some of the best teams in 
the state.” However, the team adapted 
well to the new conference as the 
season progressed.  Will Schoeberlein, 
a sophomore on the team said that, “We 
started off slow, but we got better with 
time.”  A good example of the team’s 
improvement has been shown in two 
games against Loyola.  The fi rst time 
Gilman played them, the Hounds were 
defeated 4-1.  The next game was a hard 

fought battle resulting in a 1-0 Loyola 
victory.  Dr. Harris said that, “No doubt, 
we belong in the A conference.  We are 
a ball possession team.  We can move 
the ball effectively against any team in 
the league.  But in order to be success-
ful, we need two things: to score more 
goals, and to prevent goals from being 
scored on us.  This may seem pretty 
simple but nothing comes easily in the A 
conference.”  Dr. Harris also said that,
the team’s main goal for this season was 
to “be competitive”.  The future of the 
Gilman Soccer program is looking good.  
There is a lot of talent in the younger 
classes and there is a great chance for 
the program to do well in the future.  
The 2002 season has been the fi rst step 
in Gilman’s quest to suceed in the A 
conference.

Varsity Soccer Succeeds in 
A Conference

BY JED DIAMOND AND FAISAL SAEED

James Pilgrim ‘03 of Gilman’s Varsity Soccer team attacks the ball. (Photo by 
Patrick Hudson)

Sports

Winter Season Begins Next Week!


