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Yale, Stanford to  
Abolish Early Decision 

Admissions
BY BRIAN SANDERS AND JOSH SWEREN

    One of the longest-lasting traditions 
at Gilman is the Thanksgiving food drive. 
Every year, about two and a half weeks 
before Thanksgiving, Gilman starts the 
annual food drive for the homeless. The 
food provided by studetns and faculty 
is donated to the Echo House shelter. 
At this time of year, the pantries of the 
Echo House shelter are nearly empty. 
Senior class president Peter Ahn says, 
“When we walked in, I felt nothing but 
sadness for the people who would come 
together for Thanksgiving with their 
families without food to feed them.” The 
food which Gilman provides to the Echo 

House shelter gives the less fortunate a 
feast for Thanksgiving as well as meals 
for the next couple of weeks. 
    In 2001, members of Thanksgiving 
food drive board hauled five large 
vehicles of canned goods and non-
perishable items down to the Echo 
House shelter. Fellow board member 
Abraham Choi states, “At a time of 
the year when many people reflect 
on what they should be thankful for, 
I think it’s important that people real-
ize how much they really have...Going 

Gilman Students Help the 
Hungry with Food Drive

BY ANDREW LIN

Gilman Radio Makes Waves
BY CHRISTIAN FLOW AND MATT YOUN

Governor Ehrlich is interviewed by Gilman Radio. (Photo by Tom Miller)
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    Let’s take you back to last winter.  
Better yet, let’s take you back three 
years ago.  Oh, why not?  Five years 
ago.  It was the start of the Gilman radio, 
or G943.  Nowadays, you may notice 
that when you step into the music build-
ing, there’s a sectioned area to your left 
where the Gilman radio headquarters 
are stationed, but during the mid-90s, 
the Gilman Radio was just a closet on 
the third floor of Carey Hall next to the 

art room. That’s right, a closet.  Eventu-
ally, the appeal for it dwindled down, 
that is, until senior Scott Kidder came 
along.  He explained,”I saw that it was 
dying and wanted to save it.”
    Since then, Kidder has brought new 
meaning to radio at Gilman, replacing 
speakers in the cafeteria and adding 
such a great amount of technology 

    With the recent abolishment of the 
early decision process by Stanford and 
Yale, discussion has arisen questioning 
the practice itself. Many regard the 
change in the application procedures 
at these two schools as beneficial, 
arguing that these two, highly-selec-
tive universities are setting an example 
for others to follow, and that, further-
more, the elimination of early decision 
serves to level the proverbial playing 
field for high school students applying 
to college. Others, such as Dr. Harris, 
however, see this change as “another 
marketing scheme; a way in which to 
increase applications” and boost the 
apparent competitiveness of these col-
leges. Still, he concedes that the overall 
result is an experience that is mutually 
beneficial, as, he says, “[it] will give 
students greater choice”.
    Early decision was an idea born of a 
desire to ease the pressure associated 
with the college admissions process, 
by allowing seniors to enjoy more of 
their final year in high school, and it 
further serves to reward those who 
have planned ahead. It is also, to a large 
degree, self-serving, since it makes an 
early assurance for the colleges that 
they will meet or surpass their quota 
for great students. The idea behind 
the early decision process is simple: 
it provides the opportunity for those 
seniors with a first choice in mind to 
submit their applications in November, 
rather than in January. If the student is 

accepted, he or she, bound by the terms 
of the early decision “contract”, agrees 
to attend that school.
    This is the fundamental difference 
between early decision and early action 
– the program adopted by several uni-
versities, including Boston College, 
Harvard, Georgetown, and now, Yale 
and Stanford. Rather than acting as a 
binding agreement between the appli-
cant and the college, the early action 
option offers the the quick turnaround 
time of early decision without elimi-
nating the prerogative of the student 
to choose other schools. 
    Because it reduces the risk involved 
in early decision, early action stands to 
bring in “a lot more applications,” says 
Dr. Harris, which will consequently 
increase the pool of candidates for 
individual schools. “[It will] make more 
selective kids apply, because they will 
not have to go.”
    Over the past decade, the percent-
age of students who apply early has 
risen sharply, though more recent 
numbers have reached something of 
a plateau. Around 60-70% of Gilman 
classes have applied for early accep-
tance over the past few years.   At 
RPCS this year, an astounding 85% 
seniors opted to submit their applica-
tions in November.  With both of these 
percentages above the national average, 
Dr. Harris believes, “[early admission] 
is here to stay, and we must adjust to it 
rather than abolish it.”

continued on Page 3
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   The Gilman News welcomes 
letters to the editor, columns, and 
artwork from Gilman students, 
teachers, faculty, alumni, and 
from the community-at-large. The 
News reserves the right to edit all 
articles for length and grammar. 
Send correspondence to: 
    The Gilman News 
              Gilman School 
         5407 Roland Avenue
     Baltimore, Maryland 21210 
or online to our e-mail address: 
thegilmannews@hotmail.com
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Euthanasia for a Tradition:
The Pep Rally Has Become Ridiculous; Let’s 

Get Rid of It
BY TOM MILLER

The Headmaster speaks at the Pep Rally. (Photo by Leith Hermann)

Opinion

To the Editor:

    As one of the teachers who was 
somewhat vocal about my…surprise, 
at the tenor of high school dances 
circa 2002, I feel compelled to offer 
(some more) remarks in response to 
Tom Miller’s editorial in the last edition 
of the Gilman News.
    First and foremost, I would like to 
address the issue of whether or not I, 
at any rate, believed that the behav-
ior of the students showcased “an 

apparent lack of values.”   Perhaps the 
word “values” has come to connote 
something that, at least in this context, 
needs to be carefully parsed.  There are 
values, and there are values.  As used in 
Mr. Miller’s editorial, it seems to imply 
some dreadfully anti-social quality, a 
kind of interactive nihilism, that I did 
not find to be a part of the dance.  No 
wilding, no spiking of the bottled water, 
no destruction of property, no cruelty 
or violence leveled against others in 
attendance.  The larger values of our 
society, in other words, seemed to be 
firmly in place.
    But what about other, more personal 
values, practiced on a smaller scale?  

Respect not just for the group, but for 
the individual?  An awareness of others 
not simply as biological organisms, but 
as humans, imbued with extraordinary 
capacities for thinking and feeling?  
These are the values, of a more spiri-
tual nature, perhaps, that I am not sure 
were being sufficiently honored at the 
Homecoming Dance.
    Offenses against these more personal 
values seemed to me to be committed 
primarily in the realm of an emphasis 
on extremely sexualized movement 
and dress, eliminating, to my mind, 
any possibility of connection or com-
munication along lines more responsive 
to our shared humanity.  Now as Mr. 
Miller knows, I talked to many students 
about this very issue, expressing my 
concerns and inquiring as to their feel-
ings about behavior at the dance.  Many, 
in fact most, of them made the case that 
release of stress, presumably of all kinds, 
was what these dances are for, and that 
everyone there understands the “rules 
of engagement.”
    Quite frankly, it is difficult for me to 
know what to think.  One of the reasons 
I agreed to chaperone this dance was 
that I believed myself impervious to 
shock, having come of age in the “sex 
and drugs and rock ‘n’ roll” atmosphere 
of the ‘70s and early ‘80s.  Obviously, I 
was wrong.  Since that is where I come 
from, however, I do understand another 
argument with which my students pre-
sented me, to the effect that every gen-
eration asserts itself in part by offending 
its parents.  Mine certainly did, so why 
deny that pleasure to theirs?
    But I must ask—has the urge to 
shock, and the “right to self-expression” 
taken today’s teens farther along a path 
of dehumanization and objectification 

than is healthy—for their relationships, 
for their peers, for themselves?  Is it 
healthy, in a spiritual sense, to deny 
the humanity of others in favor of 
“self-expression?”  Or, as suggested by 
some of my students, do events like this 
contain and confine the dehumaniza-
tion, and offer rejuvenation for the far 
more complicated process of develop-
ing meaningful relationships in other, 
more conducive situations?
    No answers coming from me.  But I 
will say this—I absolutely agree with Mr. 
Miller that what answers there are must 
come from both boys and girls, because 
both are complicit in the “problem,” if 
there is one.  The pressure is recipro-
cal, and both sexes must ultimately take 
responsibility for the choices they make 
with regard to both dress and behav-
ior.
    At the very least, I would propose a 
dialogue between tri-school students, 
addressing the issues of dress and 
behavior at dances.  Are all students 
really comfortable with the “rules of 
engagement” as they currently stand?  
And if not, what reasonable compro-
mises can be implemented, satisfying 
not just self-expression but self-respect 
and self-esteem as well?  I urge Gilman 
to take a leadership role in this dialogue; 
for it would not just be about a dance. 
It would also, unavoidably, address 
those seemingly less significant per-
sonal values that have so much to do 
with the way we feel about ourselves 
and our community—a dialogue, truly, 
about “mind, body and spirit.”

      -Pamela Fitzgibbon
      History Department
      Gilman School

LETTERS...

    Few spectacles are as amusingly 
incongruous as the Gilman Pep Rally. 
Where else can one hear a chorus of 
soprano Lower School voices break out 
in a rousing “Beat McDonogh” cheer - 
involving cacti? Or see the headmaster’s 
dog mistake a lectern for a urinal? Enter-
tainment value aside, a mercy killing is 
in order; let this November’s rally be the 
last.
    The Pep Rally as a school event 
has lost its luster for the students. The 
reading of the Farmer’s Almanac is a 
venerable tradition, but the enthusi-
asm of the applause diminishes with 
every passing year. (To be fair, few 
jokes are good enough to retain their 
humor after being recited annually up 
to twelve times.)  The Raiders are still 
beloved of the masses, but they have 
been sanitized by the faculty to such an 
extent that they must make a travesty 
of their time-honored skit. No violence 

or even physical contact? Following that 
logic, football itself, as well as most other 
team sports, should be banned. 
    Furthermore, for an event that sup-
posedly should appeal to the entire 
school, the Pep Rally is obviously 
focused exclusively on the Varsity Foot-
ball team, save for a token mention of 
other sports teams’ records. Football 
players already enjoy packed stands 
at all of their games, while other sports 
languish for lack of fan support. If the 
object of the Pep Rally is to get students 
excited and encourage them to support 
their classmates’ athletic endeavours, 
why is it not held the day before Cross 
Country championships?
    Most disappointing this year was Mr. 
Finney’s shameless politicization of the 
Pep Rally, using it as a stump to express 
his satisfaction at the election of Gilman 
graduate Bob Ehrlich, a Republican, as 
Maryland’s governor. Not only is the 

Pep Rally an inappropriate time for 
such statements, but for an icon of the 
Gilman establishment like Mr. Finney to 
make such a pronouncement at a school 
event is tantamount  to an endorsement 
of the candidate by the school.
    School spirit is not a commodity that 
can be turned on and off like a tap in 
carefully choreographed bursts like 
the Pep Rally. Spirit is spontaneous, 

born of profound affection and pride 
for the community; a successful focus 
point for it should be at once inclusive, 
relevant, and appealing to the popular 
taste. Unfortunately, this November’s 
ceremony was none of these things. As 
loathe as Gilman is to leave a tradition 
behind, the Pep Rally and all of its trap-
pings should be allowed a dignified exit 
from the stage.
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down to the pantry each Thanksgiving 
and Christmas gives me satisfaction that 
someone else can also have something 
else to be thankful for.” 
    In 2002, the faculty and the student 
council would like to increase the sup-
port which Gilman supplies to the Echo 

to it that it has reached the status of a 
college radio station.  What is a college 
level radio station?  It’s a station that 
receives records from up-and-coming 
bands and plays them to a new audi-
ence.  Now that the background info 
has been explained, it’s time to take you 
back three years.  This is where the story 
gets started.  It was the freshman year 
of the current senior class, and a young 
Scott Kidder was working on the Gilman 
Radio.  One of his fellow freshman, Brett 
Hollander came up with a unique idea. 
He thought that G943 could broadcast 
Gilman sports games.  Although the 
idea seemed impossible at the time, 
the two kept on exchanging dialogue 
on this topic, and eventually, something 
started to come about.  
    Last winter, while Gilman Varsity 
Basketball was getting ready for a game, 
Brett Hollander was preparing for a task, 
too.  He was about to start on a two-
hour vocal journey through the game 
in an attempt, as he said, “to paint a 
descriptive picture and bring these 
characters to life.” After commentating 
for about two-and-a-half hours with as 
much intensity as he could muster, the 
tape of the broadcast was played the 
next morning in the cafeteria.  Later on, 
in the spring, games for lacrosse began 

to broadcast over the internet. With-
out being aware of it, the tandom had 
brought a whole other aspect to Gilman 
sports for the community.
    This fall, even more was added 
as the broadcast group brought on 
Chris Carter as a color commentator.  
Throughout all this progress, seniors 
Scott Kidder and Brett Hollander have 
managed to impress the school with 
their hard work and determination.  
Hollander has shown his announcing 
talents as he prepares to make a career 
out of broadcasting and commented,“I 
will never be able to call (a game) for 
my own friends and peers in the future, 
and it’s been the greatest experience 
for myself,” and pointed out about 
Kidder,“It’s one thing to do the broad-
cast.  It’s the preparation that’s the
big part.” 
    Nonetheless, the three who form 
this team will have to part company 
with the arrival of graduation.  Hol-
lander remarked,”I would love to help 
train somebody who has the interest 
of broadcasting,” however, Kidder 
still explained, “We [Gilman radio as 
a whole] don’t want to manufacture 
something that doesn’t exist.”
     Hopefully, it will still exist for furture 
years.

House shelter. Says Ahn, “I would like 
it even more if the donations for this 
Thanksgiving could be consistent or 
even more.” Help by donating your 
extra canned goods and non-perish-
able items during the Thanksgiving 
food drive. 

Gilman Students Plan Food Drive
continued from Page 1
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A Groundbreaking Year 
for G943

Ned Laslett ‘05 props up a cereal box on the growing pile of donated food 
in the Common Room. (Photo by Tom Miller)

    Throughout the week of November 
11, many actors actively complained 
about their hell week. Unbeknownst 
to them, the interscholastic basketball 
candidates were quietly going through 
a hell week of their own. The main dif-
ference between the two was that bas-
ketball players endured physical rather 
than mental stress. In the opening days 
of tryouts, players endured intense trials 
that included full 
court scrimmages, 
fast break drills, 
and lots and lots 
of wind sprints, 
in which Coach 
Jordan would trick 
freshman into 
starting when he 
said go instead 
of at the sound-
ing of his whistle. 
At times this was 
punishable by as 
much as twenty 
push-ups. These 
physical tests 
alone caused some 
younger players to 
drop out in the first 
two days, causing 
an inordinately 
low number of less 
than 65 people to 
try out for the 
team. By the third 
day, everyone 
knew what was coming at the end 
of practice - as one sophomore said, 
“Here comes the fun part.”  When 
Friday came, the candidates were split 
into two groups. “This was the day that 
I hated the most,” Coach Jordan said, 
referring to cut day for Varsity. There 
were about 25 candidates attempting to 
make varsity, including some freshman 
and sophomores. At about 6:30 PM, 
the list was posted. While some were 
disappointed and some were happy, 
perhaps the biggest surprise was that 
Paul Stack, a sophomore who was a star 
on the Fresh-Soph team last year, had 
made Varsity. All of the players had put 
their bodies through an intense workout 

in attempt to play interscholastic basket-
ball.
    Last year the Gilman basketball 
teams played very well. At one point 
they achieved ranking in Baltimore City, 
a very hard feat to accomplish. Though 
they fell in the B-division to St. Paul’s 
school, Gilman looks to return to the 
championship again this year. Despite 
having lost Gilman’s all-time leading 

scorer Scott Geh-
ring, senior big 
men Luke Wilson 
and Victor Abi -
amiri look to make 
an impact this 
year.  The seniors 
clearly have taken 
a leadership role in 
bringing up a great 
freshman class, 
which includes 
rising stars such as 
Ben Goetsch and 
David Johnson, 
both of whom may 
go on to make the 
Junior Varsity squad 
this year, a very 
dif f icult task for 
a freshman. Also 
looking to make 
an impact this year 
at the Varsity level 
is middle school 
coach Mr. Gabbey, 
who comes on as 

an assistant coach. Mr. Gabbey also 
coached Volleyball’s inaugural season 
this year, and has had success working 
with the upper school students. He 
felt comfortable helping the players, at 
times pausing to show the proper way 
to shoot a jump shot on a fast break, or 
how to roll into the lane when trying to 
get an offensive rebound. At the end of 
the day, it was Mr. Jordan at the helm, 
running such drills  as  “who wants the 
ball” and more.  Finally, he brought 
everyone to the middle of the Finney 
Athletic Center, and had the candidates 
say the teams motto. Which is “Team, 
together!”  This motto will hold true for 
all three interscholastic teams this year 
as they make a run for success. 

ALL THE PLAY-
ERS HAD PUT 
THEIR BODIES 
THROUGH AN 

INTENSE WORK-
OUT IN AN 

ATTEMPT TO 
PLAY  BASKET-

BALL.

Basketball Tryouts Give 
Hope for a Strong Season

BY DAN WEIMAN

Coming Next Issue...
Feature: Gilman’s Attitudes Toward         
  Homosexuality

Sports: Gilman News Exclusive Interview  
      with sportswriter Frank Deford
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    On Saturday, November 5, the 
Gilman Varsity football team completed 
a perfect 10-0 season after beating 
Mcdonogh 35-14. The win against 
Mcdonogh highlighted many of the 
team’s abilities.  For example, the team 
scored five touchdowns on offense 
and allowed only two touchdowns on 
defense.  Coach Rob White said about 
the win, “The Gilman v. Mcdonogh 
game is a great rivalry and a great win 
for our team.”
    Amidst the celebration, however, 

three astounding and highly athletic 
players are leaving Varsity Football 
this year.  Anthony Triplin, Ambrose 
Wooden, and Victor Abiamiri were all 
three-year starters on varsity football.  
These three guys among others helped 
to propel the team to another MIAA 
championship, and arguably one of the 
best seasons ever after being ranked 
no. 15 in high school varsity football 
in the country by USA Today.  Coach 
White said about the season, “It was 
among the best, and that was because 

of the schedule they had to play.”  
Gilman opened its season with a win 
over Dematha, and then they snapped 
Urbana’s winning streak with a victory, 
and after that won eight more games to 
complete a perfect season.  Despite a 
close game against Mt. St. Joseph’s and 
Dematha, the football team won in con-
vincing fashion every time.  Although 
Gilman football has had several per-
fect seasons before, this season was 
one of the most notable because of 
the national recognition they received.  

In addition to the team’s status in USA 
Today, Ambrose and Victor were in the 
national spotlight in regards to their 
decision on college.  Ambrose and 
Triplin contributed to many of the one-
sided victories with their speed and 
athleticism on offense, and Victor lead 
a tenacious defense along with Luke 
Wilson, Jerry Jones, Nate Hummel, 
and Dave Caperna.  Although Gilman 
is graduating 23 seniors on the football 
team this year, the expectations for next 
year are still high.    

McDonogh Game Caps Off Great 
Season For Football

BY ADAM KUHN

During the fourth quarter, Victor Abiamiri ‘03 crushes both McDonogh’s quarterback and their hopes for a last minute comeback. 

Yeardley Green ‘03, off the field due to illness, shares a moment of camara-
derie with Nathan Hummel ‘04. Hummel wore Green’s jersey, to allow the 
senior to symbolically participate in his final Varsity game. 

Varsity Football Captain Victor Abiamiri ‘03 sports a determined gaze as he 
leads his teammates to the field for the season’s final game. 

All photos taken by Gibbs Burke ‘03, under the auspices of the Photojournalism class.


