
The News
October 16, 2002          Gilman School         www.GilmanNews.com        Volume CII, No. 3 

Polls Show Gilman Opposed To 
Unilateral Iraq Invasion

BY TOM MILLER
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    The News’s poll, taken two weeks 
ago by 300 Upper School students and 
faculty during advisory, shows strong 
opposition to the use of force in Iraq, 
despite Friday’s vote in Congress giving 
President Bush the authority to launch 
an invasion.
    Asked whether Bush should launch a 
pre-emptive strike against Iraq, 39% of 
Gilman said “No,” while a further 27% 

thought such action should take place 
only within the framework of the U.N. 
Only a quarter of those polled approved 
of unilateral action. 
    Almost half (46%) of Gilman thought 
that proof that Iraq has weapons of mass 
destruction and intends to use them 
against the U.S. was the most compel-

continued on Page 2

(Different numbers of 
students responded to 
each question; total 
numbers of responses 
ranged between 293 
and 306.)
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   The Gilman News welcomes 
letters to the editor, columns, and 
artwork from Gilman students, 
teachers, faculty, alumni, and 
from the community-at-large. The 
News reserves the right to edit all 
articles for length and grammar. 
Send correspondence to: 
    The Gilman News 
              Gilman School 
         5407 Roland Avenue
     Baltimore, Maryland 21210 
or online to our e-mail address: 
thegilmannews@hotmail.com
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Dear Editor,

        I was extremely frustrated and 
upset with your recent article titled “50 
Hours of Moral Dilemma: Why Com-
munity Service Should No Longer Be 
Required” which stated, “anything done 
involuntarily has no moral value.  The
requirement of community service 
should therefore be ended.”  This 
proposal is what presents the moral 
dilemma, not the community service 
requirement itself.  By ending the 
requirement, students would not only 
miss an opportunity they would other-
wise not have the time or discipline to 
grasp, but they may also never know just 
how much of a difference they are able 

to make on the lives of others.  Within 
our tri-school community, very few, if
any people have to worry about the 
basic human needs, or even simple 
luxuries such as books or toys.  Without 
the tri-school requirement of fifty hours 
of community service, many people 
less fortunate would suffer tremen-
dously.  Community service, whether 
voluntary or not, still largely benefits 
those less fortunate, and therefore, it 
is completely unreasonable to suggest 
that helping others is morally wrong, no 
matter the circumstances.

      Sincerely,
      
      Emily Yoon BMS ‘03

LETTERS

ling reason for a war. Such problems as 
maintaining a dependable oil supply 
(9%) and  Saddam’s subjugation of his 
people (3%) raised less concern. Bush 
seems to have failed to convince the 
school of Saddam’s connection with 9/
11 – only 5% believed that al-Qaeda 
connections were the best reason to 
attack Iraq.
    A question asking whether the 
president has the constitutional right 
to declare war was intended to put stu-

dents’ knowledge of our government’s 
structure to the test. 42% got it right, 
responding “No,” but 32% thought that 
the President could indeed declare war 
on his own.
    This is the third year during which 
the News has conducted polls to gauge 
student opinion about war. Despite the 
intervening terrorist attacks, support for 
a draft at Gilman has been in decline- 
16% in 2000, 13% in 2001, and only 
9% this year.

Polls Show Anti-War Sentiment at Gilman
continued from Page 1

All Graphs by Michael Siliciano
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    On September 20th, Gilman’s ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh graders enjoyed a 
field day where they experienced the 
outside nature of the world.  While 
some students were reluctant to do 
manual labor, the day was still an inter-
esting one for a different experience and 
perspective.
    The freshmen class had a two-part 
day, having a discussion on honor during 
the morning before heading out to 
Garden Harvest Farm in Glyndon in the 
afternoon.  During the honor session, 
school and senior class presidents Matt 
Morris and Peter Ahn introduced seg-
ments of two movies focusing on honor, 
“A Few Good Men” and “School Ties.”  
While “A Few Good Men’s” well-known 
“I want the truth!” scene was watched 
with interest, many throughout the 
grade thought that “School Ties“ was 
too confusing and thus uninteresting 
to watch.  Afterwards, the freshmen 
and several senior leaders split up into 
groups for discussions on the movies.
    The afternoon at the farm started 
with a talk about how the purpose of it 
is to raise vegetables and fruits for the 
soup kitchens in the metropolitan area 
of Baltimore.  After the talk, students 

went to the fields to help with mulching.  
While many freshmen may have been 
bored and tired from this seemingly 
monotonous task, Mr. Neun noted, “It 
provides a real service which is needed.”  
The farm sent a message stating, “Your 
young men were wonderful as usual!”
    For the second year in a row, the 
sophomore class hiked the Billy Goat 
Trail near Bethesda.  For four miles, the 
class climbed over rocks and walked 
over flatlands along the Potomac River 
and the Chesapeake- Ohio canal.  
Form Chair Mr. Doherty called it “a 
good opportunity for the tenth grade 
form and committee members to get 
to know each other more in an out-of-
class environment.”
    After leaving the campus at 8:30, the 
class was on the trail for about three 
hours, with one rest stop for a lunch 
on a cliff some one hundred feet above 
water level. A minor calamity occurred 
when a rush of bees came about sud-
denly, causing unfortunate discomfort 
for several students.  
    To most who attend this school, 
“Gilman day” would seem to be 
everyday. However, for the students 
of St. Elizabeth’s School in downtown 

Baltimore, 
the annual 
S p e c i a l 
Olympics 
hosted at 
Gilman by 
the Junior 
class is a 
very special 
event. The 
range of 
ac t iv i t ies 
for the St. 
El izabeth 
s t u d e n t s 
this year 
i n c l u d e d 
volleyball, 
basketball, 
tennis, street hockey, flag football, 
soccer, and wrestling. Most of the 
Gilman juniors were assigned to a 
partner for the day, spending time and 
playing the games with them. However, 
some were assigned to oversee the 
activities. 
    At the preliminary meeting for the 
planning of the event, almost thirty 
juniors came forward to accept a role 
of leadership for the day. The day was 

Gilman Students Enjoy Class Field Trips
BY MATT YOUN AND ABRAHAM CHOI

a great success. With the buses from 
St. Elizabeth’s arriving at around 9:
30, laughter and shouting could soon 
be heard from the fields. As the day 
progressed, Gilman Juniors established 
friendships with the students of St. Eliza-
beth’s. Although short, the day was one 
of great fun and many lessons learned. 
As Mr. Vishio said, “Gilman receives as 
much from it as do the children who 
attend from St. Elizabeth’s.” 

Steve Markowski ‘04 teaches wrestling to a St. Elizabeth’s student. 
(Photo by Ben Waller)
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    I decided to do it.  I made the call.  
Was I excited?  A little.  Nervous? Oh 
yes.  I have never even had the privilege 
to go to a professional football game, let 
alone speaking to a team’s president.  
It was Labor Day weekend and I sat in 
the Gilman publications room.  I picked 
up the phone and began to dial.  Not 
thinking he would actually be there, I 
didn’t have any questions ready.
    “Hello, David Modell.” He said.  
    Oh no, I thought. He actually 
answered, what am I going to do now?  
    “Um, yes,” I was struggling to get 
the words out of my mouth, “My name 
is Simon Landau from the Gilman 
News.”  You sound so stupid, my mind 
said.  I didn’t think the idea of being 
‘star-struck’ was true, but believe me, I 
was.
    The following went through my mind 
as I called Mr. David Modell, President 
and Chief Operating Officer of the 
Baltimore Ravens.  Mr. Modell was 
kind enough to come to Gilman for an 
interview.  The interview went well, yet 
ended abruptly due to a fire drill.  The 
following is the transcript of that inter-
view.
    
NEWS: What is the most rewarding part 
of your job?

David Modell : Winning, working 
toward a common goal with a great 
group of people- the common is win-
ning, so when we are able to achieve 
that, it’s amazing.

NEWS: What do you think is the hardest 
part of your job?

DM: Losing.

NEWS: Who of your 2002 draft picks 
are you most excited about and why?

DM: At this stage of the game you have 
to talk about Ed Reed (first round draft 
pick).  He missed a little bit of training 
camp, so he’s had a little bit of catch 
up to do.  The wide receiver Ron John-
son and the defensive tackle (Anthony) 
Weaver are guys who have also done 
well.

NEWS: Where do you think you have 
the most depth?

DM: Linebacker, yeah, I guess I would 
have to say linebacker, because we just 
have more guys with playing experi-
ence.

NEWS: Where would you like to add 
depth to your team in next year’s 
draft?

Exclusive News Interview with Ravens President
BY SIMON LANDAU

DM: It is probably early to be thinking 
about next year’s draft, and while we’re 
so young we obviously will have needs, 
we still will stick to our philosophy of 
drafting the best player available.

NEWS: What would you like to achieve 
this year?

DM : First and foremost, you always 
want to win.  Winning never takes a 
backseat to any other goal.  That said, 
with as many young players as we have, 
it’s important for those guys to learn the 
scheme, learn how to play together, and 
learn what it takes to win in the NFL.

NEWS: What was your best memory of 

Johnny Unitas?

DM: Well, not having lived in Baltimore 
my entire life, I don’t have that lifetime 
of memories.  But, I can tell you that 
I always felt his presence on our side-
line during our games, and that will be 
missed.

NEWS: How did the fans in Cleveland 
differ from the fans in Baltimore?

DM:  I think I’d rather say that they’re 
similar rather than different.  Football 
fans in both communities are knowl-
edgeable and care deeply about their 
football teams.

    With the fall seasons in full swing, 
many people might believe that no one 
is thinking about the winter. However, 
a group of boys here at Gilman believe 
very differently.  They have been work-
ing all fall at hockey fitness to prepare for 
another season of Gilman hockey.  They 
did the same thing last year, except this 
year, there is one big difference.  There 
is a new coach this year, with different 
philosophies and a different approach 
to the game.  
    Coach Veillette has been introduced 
as the new Varsity hockey coach.  He 
is from Montreal, Quebec, and his 
approach to hockey will be a big change 
from that of last year.  Coach Veillette 
loves to hit and he loves aggressive 
hockey.  During hockey fitness, the 
students have been doing a lot of hit-

ting, and have been working on playing 
a tougher game.  Sophomore Redmond 
Farha jokingly said,  “Coach Veillette 
loves to hit so much that he actually 
brought me out on the ice to show me 
and the rest of the team how much he 
loves to hit.”
    This year the team’s practices are 
run with precision and discipline. 
Junior Mac Williams said, “This year, 
Coach is emphasizing discipline a little 
more than last year, and so far, practices 
have been very controlled.”  By the time 
winter season comes, the hockey team 
will be ready to go because of all the 
training they have done during the fall.  
It is going to be very exciting, because 
with Coach Veillette in charge, we can 
expect to see a lot of hard-hitting, smash 
mouth hockey. 

New Hockey Coach A   
Canadian Import

BY JORDAN TUCKER

Sports


