
The News
Upper School 

Welcomes New Teachers
BY MICHAEL SILICIANO AND MICHAEL BROWN

    Mrs. Pam Fitzgibbon comes to Gilman 
this year to teach history.  As far as she 
knows, she is the first female, full-time, 
teacher in the History Department who 
has taught only history courses.  Her 
interest in teaching stems from an inter-
est in learning.  Although involved in 
teaching for many years, this is the first 
time in several years that she has taught 
at an ordinary school.  Recently, she 
was involved in a program for teenage 
mothers who had to leave high school.  
She has also worked at the Walters Art 
Gallery.  Along with teaching, Mrs. 
Fitzgibbon will help with the debating 
team, and she hopes to get involved 
with Gilman’s swimming or running 
program.  Outside of school, she enjoys 
playing sports, visiting museums, and 
going to the movies.  Mrs. Fitzgibbon 
learned of Gilman as she was looking 
for a school for her children to attend.  
Excited about the enthusiasm of the 
faculty and students, she anticipates a 
great year.

    Ms. Soden arrives at Gilman this year 
to replace Mrs. Davisson as librarian for 
the Upper School  Since she was young, 
Ms. Soden has always enjoyed reading: 
“being from New England, it gets pretty 
cold in the winter, and you stay inside 
and you read a lot.”  While she attended 
Dartmouth, Ms. Soden first started to 
work in the library, and she loved her 
position.  Ms. Soden loves both working 
with students and working with litera-
ture in the library.  After settling into 
her new position, Ms. Soden hopes to 
embark on projects such as reorganiz-

    Mr. Brian Ledyard comes to Gilman 
this year to teach English.  Raised by 
two teachers himself, Mr. Ledyard says 
that teaching English “fell into my lap.”  

    New to Gilman’s Modern Language 
department is Mr. Samuel Bissbis.  Born 
in Casablanca, Morocco, Mr. Bissbis has 
lived in the United States for 14 years 
as a student and teacher. First going 
to the University of Michigan, Mr. 
Bissbis received a masters in Spanish 
literature, and later moved to Johns 
Hopkins University where he received 
his second masters in this subject.  In 
Morocco, Mr. Bissbis spoke French 
fluently, but was also in contact with 
the Spanish language and culture.  Mr. 
Bissbis said that reading Don Quixote 
in English sparked his interest in Span-
ish literature.  First coming to Gilman 

    Ms. Maud Casey comes to Gilman 
this year as the Creative Writing Fellow.  
Regarding her interest in education, Ms. 
Casey cites that “Teaching is really a 
way for me to discover things about 
writing.”  She has been teaching col-
lege students for a number of years 
now.  Ms. Casey developed an interest 
in writing from her parents, both of 
whom were writers themselves.  Ms. 
Casey “developed her own voice” as 

a writer and first began writing stories 
at the age of eighteen.  Earlier this year, 
her first novel was published, and a 
collection of short stories is due to be 
published very soon.  Ms. Casey will 
also be working with the Paragon this 
year.  Outside of school, Ms. Casey 
enjoys reading, visiting museums, and 
going to the movies.  So far, Ms. Casey 
is very impressed with her experience 
at Gilman, and she looks forward to a 
great year.  

    Mr. Jay Silverman comes to Gilman 
this year as a new addition to the math 
department.  This year, Mr. Silverman 
will be teaching Algebra II, Algebra II 
honors, and Algebra III/Trigonometry.  
From a very early age, math has come 
easy to Mr. Silverman.  He cites his 
eighth grade Algebra teacher as his 
inspiration to become a math teacher 
himself.  Mr. Silverman grew up in the 
Baltimore area and attended Gerard 
College in Philadelphia.  Outside of his 
teaching responsibilities, Mr. Silverman 
will be helping with the water polo and 
swimming teams.   Outside of school, 
Mr. Silverman is a professional magician, 
as well as a photographer and a chef.  
So far, he is impressed with the positive 
atmosphere in the school, as well as the 
emphasis on tradition.

with one of his teachers, Professor Bert 
Hornback (a.k.a. Charles Dickens), Mr. 
Bissbis was amazed with the environ-
ment of the school and the analytical 
skills of the students.  Mr. Bissbis seems 
very eager to work at Gilman.  He said, 
“The minute Jo (Mr. Duncan) told me 
they were looking for a French teacher, 
I sent the application via email, I didn’t 
want to wait for the mail.”  In addition to 
teaching French and Spanish, Mr. Bissbis 
is part of the Modern Language / Fresh-
Soph soccer coaching triumvirate.  We 
are happy to welcome Mr. Bissbis to 
Gilman.

Along with his teaching responsibili-
ties, Mr. Ledyard will also be coaching 
JV football, basketball, and lacrosse.  
He also hopes to be involved with the 
senior leadership program.  Outside of 
school, Mr. Ledyard likes listening to live 
music and going on hikes.  After moving 
to Baltimore in the beginning of the year 
from Colorado, Mr. Ledyard taught at St. 
Paul’s before he came to Gilman.  His 
first impressions of the school stem from 
the football program; Mr. Ledyard was 
very impressed with the unity among 
the students, as well as the emphasis 
on tradition.
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   The Gilman News welcomes 
letters to the editor, columns, and 
artwork from Gilman students, 
teachers, faculty, alumni, and 
from the community-at-large. The 
News reserves the right to edit all 
articles for length and grammar. 
Send correspondence to: 
    The Gilman News 
              Gilman School 
         5407 Roland Avenue
     Baltimore, Maryland 21210 
or online to our e-mail address: 
thegilmannews@hotmail.com

5407 Roland 
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Balto, MD 
21210

Gilman School

(410)323-3800 ext. 265
www.GilmanNews.com
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Faculty                 Will Perkins
Advisors               Cesare Ciccanti
                             Mike Kelly

Contributors: Michael Brown, Gibbs 
Burke, Redmond Farah, Yeardley 
Green, Adrian Kostrubiak, Chris 
Morrow, Andy Pasternak

Dear Editor, 
  
    After reading your lead article in the 
most recent NEWS, “Lord of the Flies 
Assigned for Entire Upper School”, I 
was chagrined to find that my words 
had been misrepresented and used to 
criticize what I consider to be a most 
worthy program. 
    Just to set the record straight, I whole-
heartedly support the idea of everyone 
reading a book together which can be 
used to help the community explore a 
common theme. This year we want to 
consider the meaning of leadership, and 
what better way to provoke discussion 
than by suggesting, as Golding does, 
that many communities, without gifted 
leadership, degenerate into violence 
and chaos. It really does happen. One 

need only read the newspaper headlines 
to understand that the Lord of the Flies 
scenario repeats itself again and again 
among teenagers in urban, suburban, 
and rural neighborhoods throughout 
the country.  A more thoughtful article 
would have responded to Golding’s 
morality tale in a spirit of debate. Do 
you agree with Golding’s vision of 
human nature? Does it apply to Ameri-
can youth? Can you think of assembly 
programs which might explore this topic 
in a constructive and compelling way? 
Do you realize that a wonderful stage 
version of Lord of the Flies exists? (I’ll 
lend it to you.) Use the NEWS to explore 
the issue; not whine about re-reading a 
great little book.

      -Jamie Spragins 

LETTERS

    New to Gilman’s Spanish department 
this year is Mr. Alvaro Salcedo de Diego.  
Coming from his homeland in Spain, Mr. 
Salcedo first learned of Gilman through 
his wife, a teacher at Bryn Mawr.  In fact, 
Mr. Salcedo de Diego’s interest in teach-
ing stems from seeing and admiring his 
wife’s lifestyle.  Mr. Salcedo attended 
Madrid’s Universidad Complutense for 
undergrad studies, and later acquired a 
Ph.D. in physics there.  Before moving 
to Baltimore, Mr. Salcedo worked for 
an engineering company in Madrid, but 
now looks forward to teaching Spanish 
at Gilman.  Along with teaching, Mr. 
Salcedo is helping to coach JV Soccer, 
a sport he played endlessly in Spain.  
When asked about his first impres-
sions of Gilman, Mr. Salcedo replied 

    Following in his father’s footsteps, 
Gilman graduate Mr. Schmick Jr. (’97) 
has returned to the Upper School to 
teach ninth grade English and history.  

    Mme Nathalie Geneste comes to 
Gilman this year from Pau, her home-
town in Southern France, as a Fulbright 
Scholar.  In this program, Mme Geneste 
will spend the year here in Baltimore, 
while Gilman French teacher Mrs. Trapp 
will spend the year in France.  Since she 
was in junior high school, Ms. Geneste 
knew that she wanted to become an 
English teacher; she has been teaching 
now for fourteen years.  Outside of her 
teaching responsibilities, Mme Geneste 
would like to get involved with the the-
ater program.  She is an avid reader, 
movie-goer, and mountain climber, 
and she looks forward to sharing her 
French cooking with the school.  Mme 
Geneste’s first impressions of Baltimore 
can best be described by the word 
“green.”  She was pleasantly surprised 
to discover the many parks and fields in 
the city, something lacking from many 
big East Coast cities.  We welcome 
MmeGeneste to Gilman, and we wish 
her a great year.

that, “The campus is really nice, and 
the facilities are really great.”  We look 
forward to Mr. Salcedo’s bringing Spain 
to Spanish class.

Mr. Schmick Jr. decided to take on 
teaching on account of inspiration from 
many of his role models, including his 
father.  After graduating from Gilman, 
Mr. Schmick Jr. attended the University 
of the South and majored in history.  
This fall, he is coaching JV football, 
and he hopes to coach lacrosse in the 
spring.  Mr. Schmick Jr. is also involved 
in the Student Council.  Just recently, 
he has taken up fly fishing as a hobby.  

(Our photo is courtesy of the 1997 
Gilman Cynosure and was featured on 
Mr. Schmick’s senior page.)

ing the library webpage.  Regarding her 
position on technology in the library, 
Ms. Soden prefers “a pretty good mix” 
of technology and old fashioned books.  
Ms. Soden has enjoyed her first days at 
Gilman, and is very impressed by the 
environment and the teachers.

    Mr.  Alex Vishio comes to Gilman for 
a third time to follow in the footsteps 
of his father as a teacher in the Clas-
sics department.  Not only was Mr. 
Vishio a student at Gilman, but he was 
also the Cooper Fellow several years 
ago.  For the Vishio family, teaching is 
something that is “in the genes.”  Mr. 
Vishio claims that he was “forced” to 
study both Greek and Latin during his 
high school years, and these “painful 
experiences probably warped me [Mr. 
Vishio] for life.”  Along with his teach-
ing responsibilities, Mr. Vishio will also 
help to coach football, basketball, and 
baseball.  Outside of school, he loves 
to read.

    Mr. Prevas, Gilman graduate of 1998, 
has returned to Gilman to teach English 
and coach soccer and baseball.  Mr. 
Prevas attended Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, and during his time there helped 
coach soccer at Gilman.  This coaching 
position sparked Mr. Prevas’ interest in 
teaching.  This year, he is responsible for 
two sections of ninth grade English.  As 
for soccer, Mr. Prevas is looking forward 
to a good season with a talented group 
of young athletes: “We’ve got a lot of 
good young guys on our team and a lot 
of older guys to fill leadership roles.”  
Mr. Prevas hopes to become involved 
in some extracurricular activities as he 
settles into his new position.  Outside 
of school, Mr. Prevas immensely enjoys 
playing sports himself.  

New Upper 
School Teachers

continued from Page 1

Above photos by Peter Brockmeyer, 
Adrian Kostrubiak, Tom Miller, and 
Michael Siliciano, and Cynosure.
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9.11.02
Many say the world has irrevocably changed. 
Others contend that the essentials of life are no 
different now than they once were. Students 
of both persuasions, however, paused once 
more to honor the victims of America’s worst 
terrorist attack on its solemn first anniversary.

On September 11th, the world 
commemorated the tragedies that took 
place a year ago.  Gilman joined the 
remembering by ringing the bell in 
the cupola and observing a minute 
of silence for the plane crashes and 
the collapsing of the twin towers.  
Additionally, the entire school united 
in front of Carey Hall for the playing 
of Taps and the National Anthem.  
Afterwards, there was a brief assembly 
for the Upper School in which Mr. 
Kirby offered a prayer, Headmaster 
McGill read from the poem “Ulysses” 
by Alfred Tennyson, and the Glee Club 
sang “Down By The River.”

Upper School Head Mrs. 
Turner felt that “the memorial service 
went well because it concentrated 
on the things that bond us together.  
The event also focused on things that 
transcend language, which is why so 
few words were used.  It seemed as 
though there were just the right blend 
of components.”  The assembly also 
made Mrs. Turner think of all those 
killed and helped her deal with the 
tragedies.

 If there was one problem with 
the morning, it was that the bells could 
not be heard throughout the campus. 
However, those involved in planning 
the event will strive to fix this problem 
so next year’s remembrance activities 
will be as memorable as this year’s.

Mac Williams and Matt Morris pause  
silently. (Photo by Gibbs Burke)

Mr. David Doherty bows his head in 
the assembly. (Photo by Gibbs Burke)

Pipe Major James Quigg plays a medley of contemplative pieces as he processes through the crowd in front of Carey Hall. (Photo by Gibbs Burke)

Students and teachers enter Carey Hall following the  all-
school remembrance ceremony. (Photo by Yeardly Green)

The American Flag is draped respectfully over the front 
entrance of Carey Hall. (Photo by Yeardley Green)

BY JOSH SWEREN
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    What is the first thing that comes to 
your mind when you think of a  cham-
pionship football team? Is it pure talent? 
Is it speed? Is it strength?  When one 
thinks about the model team, one thing 
should not stand out- infact it is more 
of a combination of all these aspects. 
When you think about Gilman’s 
Varsity Football team, what kind of 
names come to mind? Victor Abiamiri, 
Ambrose Wooden, Jerry Jones, Luke 
Poggi, Nate Hummel, David Caperna, 
Alex Wharton, Luke Wilson, and many 
more.
    This year, it seems, Varsity Football 
has got it all. So many of these great 
athletes are gifted with the talent to 
catch, throw, sack, tackle, kick or 
block. Clearly, the talent is there. Speed 
is easily fulfilled. Ambrose Wooden is 
one name that comes to mind. It seems 
Wooden was born with the natural abil-
ity to burn a safety on the field, and 
a track star in the same season. Does 
the Gilman team have strength?  Victor 
Abiamiri and Nathan Hummel—yes, 
strength is covered. Is depth a ques-
tion mark? Not at all. Nearly fifteen 
sophomores made varsity this year, 
and some of them have started. 
    Clearly, it’s all there. All the pieces 
of the puzzle to the making of a highly 
successful season are there. They 
are strong at every position. Many of 
these athletes are turning into leaders 

by showing great direction on the field.  
Defensive star Victor Abiamiri ’03 said 
“I try to be a leader to all the young 
guys. The main thing I try to do is lead 
by example.” Victor seems to be doing 
just fine.
    So where’s the proof? Do the num-
bers 53 and 9 mean anything to you? 
Well, if you don’t know, 53 is how many 
points varsity has scored this year as 
opposed to letting up just 9. Gilman’s 
first two games have resulted in two 
wins. DeMatha was taken care of with 
a score of 12-3. Urbana had a 50 game 
win streak ended by a 41-6 thrashing 
courtesy of the Greyhounds. These are 
two of the best football teams in the 
area and Gilman ran over them in true 
Greyhound football fashion. 
    Gilman has been recognized nation-
ally, being rated in the top 25 in the high 
school rankings. After these two great 
wins and the national rankings, Gilman 
certainly has high expectations for the 
varsity football team. Luke Poggi ‘02 cer-
tainly has high hopes “Yeah, definitely. 
We’d love to go undefeated. We see no 
reason why an experienced team like us 
can’t do it. After the great start we’ve 
had so far, we’re confident. We don’t 
think anyone can stop us.”
    There is certainly no doubt in any 
player’s mind that the Varsity team, 
this year, is better than ever, and they 
are out to prove it.

    The Gilman Volleyball team,  in its 
first year of competition,  is off to a great 
start.
            Playing as a club team, they  
have  played  two matches so far, going 
0-1-1, but  in both games, the team  has 
put up a tough fight.  
            “In both games the team looked 
really good” said Coach Gabbey, who 
runs the Volleyball team. “They have 
impressed the other teams when they 
learned that this is their first season 
ever.”  After losing to Annapolis Area 
Christian Academy, the team tied an 
inexperienced Boys Latin JV volleyball 
team.
  “At the beginning of the season, 
everybody except for a few guys were 
green,” said Mr. Gabbey, “None of them 
had any skill level or knowledge of the 
game.”  
    Now, each member of the team 
knows how to serve, run plays, and 
rotate through the defensive positions.  
The team has made incredible strides in 
the past few weeks.
    They are led by captains Alec Gris-

Varsity Football Roars 
Onto High School Top 25

BY REDMOND FARHA

wold ’03 and Clarke Nelson ’03. Having 
played intramural volleyball last year, 
they have a knowledge of the game, 
and were also willing to help the new 
players learn the basics.  They have also 
set the right tone for practices, making 
sure there are no divisions because of 
age.  
    When asked about the seniors, Mr. 
Gabbey said, “You’re just as likely to 
see Alec and Clarke warming up with 
Brendan Gunning as you are to see them 
warming up with other seniors.”  There 
have also been major contributions by 
sophomore Pat Marshall, who is a fine 
outside hitter.
    The amount of athletes that came 
out for the team was also very surpris-
ing to Gabbey.  “I knew we would have 
a dozen or so, but to have twenty kids 
was unthinkable.  I can’t thank them 
enough for their participation.”
            With such a strong enthusiasm 
shown by the team, and great leadership 
from the top, it looks like volleyball is off 
to an excellent start.

Water Polo Treads Over 
MIAA Competition
BY CHRIS MORROW

Volleyball Off To a Spikin’ 
Start

BY ANDY PASTERNAK

Dan Weiman is ready to pounce during an intense volleyball practice. 
(Photo by Peter Brockmeyer)

    After starting the season off with an 
18-3 victory over Mt. St. Joe and a 9-6 
win over the defending MIAA cham-
pion Calvert Hall, things are looking 
good for the Gilman water polo team. 
To top this off, the water polo team 
pulled out a 14-13 victory over their 
long-standing rival McDonogh for the 
first time in many years. In all three 
games, players showed how they are 
playing with more confidence and 
more power then ever before.  
    In the Calvert Hall game, Gilman 
faced a much bigger and physical team 
then they were used to.  With their rock 
hard defense and well-coordinated 
offense, however, the Gilman players 
adjusted well and managed to pull out 
a huge win.  Defensively, Andrew Mar-
shak at goalie has played a huge role in 
the team’s success so far.  With over a
70% saving average, opposing teams 
are finding it hard to put any shots away.  

Offensively, seniors Slavik Shparaga and 
Gibbs Burke have lead the team in scor-
ing.  After the Calvert Hall game, head 
coach Scott Budde said that he “truly felt 
proud of how the team played.”  He told 
players that they looked great, but still 
had a lot of work to do if they’re looking 
to take the MIAA championship.  
    From September 20-22 Gilman will 
be hosting the annual Gilman water polo 
challenge.  This tournament includes all 
of Maryland’s water polo teams as well 
as some teams from Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut.  This year’s Water Polo 
team is going to be hard to beat, but 
like always fan support is a must.  So if 
you’re passing by the pool and you see 
a game going on, come in and cheer; 
they’re not hard to miss with their metal-
lic silver speedos.  If anything, this will 
certainly be an exciting year for the 
Gilman Water Polo team.

Sports


