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British Exchange Student 
Arrives At Gilman

    Last week Gilman junior Patrick 
Hudson welcomed Jonathan Abbott, of 
St. Edward’s School, Oxford, England, 
as part of the Thomas Hardie Exchange 
program. This is Jonathan’s fi rst trip to 
the United States. Having arrived 
in the USA on March 22, he will 
remain until April 18.
    Jonathan has boarded at St. 
Edward’s since he was eight years 
old. His family lives in Winchester, 
where his mother is a dentist. His 
father is a commander in Britain’s 
Royal Navy, giving Jonathan a 
unique perspective on the war 
in Iraq. “I support the soldiers, 
as they’re there,” he explains.
    After having attended a week 
of classes with Patrick, Jonathan 
has been issued his own sched-
ule of classes at Gilman and 
Bryn Mawr. Jonathan is greatly 
interested in music and plans to 
rehearse and perform with the 
Traveling Men. In his spare time, 
he hopes to see Washington, 
D.C. and perhaps New York.
    Although the sport he excels at 
in England, crew, is not offered at 
Gilman, Jonathan is considering being 
part of the tennis or track teams during 
his time in America. Jonathan sees the 

emphasis on athletics as an important 
similarity between Gilman and St. 
Edward’s. “Sport is huge at my school,” 
he says.

Overall, Jonathan’s impressions of 
America and of Gilman have been 
strongly positive. “I love this school,” 
he says. “I feel really at home here.”

Jonathan Abbott of Winchester, England, 
will be spending a month at Gilman. 
(Photo by Tom Miller)

BY TOM MILLER

    Gilman is steeped in traditions, from 
the annual Gilman-McDonogh football 
game to freshman roughhousing in 010.  
Yet, despite of all these obvious prac-
tices, there is one tradition that remains 
largely unknown.  It’s hidden behind 
the door on the second fl oor of Carrey 
labeled Upward Bound.  This program 
is a tradition of which Gilman deserves 
to be proud. 
    The Upward Bound program at 
Gilman began in 1967.  Mr. Bill Greene, 
a teacher at Gilman, approached Head-
master Finney and asked him if he could 
submit an application to begin a program 
at Gilman.  With Mr. Finney’s consent, 
Mr. Greene applied, and soon received 
funding to commence a branch.  
    Today, Upward Bound is thriving at 
Gilman with over 130 members from 
city schools including: City College, 
Poly, Edmonson, Patterson, Southern, 
Southside Academy, Southwestern, 
and Western.  It is a federal program to 
help low income fi rst-generation teen-
agers (whose parents to did not obtain a 
bachelor’s degree) excel in high school 
and go on to become the fi rst member 
of their family to attend and complete 
college.  Mr. Darren Greene, current 
course director at Gilman, boasts that 
100% of the attendees go on to pursue 
their education past high school, all with 
some sort of fi nancial aid, and 72% 
end up graduating from college.  Not 
all qualifi ed highschoolers, however, 

have the opportunity to participate in 
Upward Bound.
    Mr. Greene stresses that the program 
is only for academically motivated stu-
dents, and unfortunately, more apply 
than can be accepted due to money 
constraints. Every four years, Gilman 
must reapply for a grant, and if accepted, 
receives an amount of money based on 
the total the U.S. government has allot-
ted to the Department of Education.  
Thus, the total fl uctuates from year to 
year, as does the number of students 
able to attend the program.  On aver-

BY AUSTIN BROWN AND PETER JAROW

continued on Page 2

Upward Bound: Gilman’s Best 
Kept Secret

BY JOSH SWEREN

Growing Racial Split in the Common Room
brought up that societal status plays a 
defi nitive role. There is a sharp divide 
between people who are thought to 
be from the inner city and those from 
the “county.”  After a highly controver-
sial discussion ensued, all seemed to 
come to a mutual decision that race 
and interests have become intertwined 
at Gilman. On the African American 
side of the room, interest in music and 
athletics were said to be almost uniform 
throughout. Several peers agreed that 
one cause of the strong camaraderie of 
the African American group arises from 

the bonding in the football program, 
and this group has just found its place 
in the Common Room. On the other 
side, similarly, homework or discuss-
ing movies were said to be the major 
ways of passing time, and some were 
surprised about how loud and boister-
ous the other side could become. When 
asked whether segregation and these 
stereotypes based on race are morally 
wrong, all seemed to agree that these 
divisions were natural and should be 

continued on Page 3

    It is doubtlessly apparent to any 
frequenter of the Common Room that 
there are racial divides. One side seems 
to be almost exclusively African Ameri-
can and the other Asian and Caucasian. 
Over the past few weeks, the News con-
ducted interviews to try to discover the 
nature and causes of this divide.
    In discussions with several members 
of the white and Asian group, it became 
apparent that racial biases were just the 
surface of this problem. One student 

Upward Bound students study on a beautiful Saturday morning. (Photo by 
Mr. Greene)
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   The Gilman News welcomes 
letters to the editor, columns, and 
artwork from Gilman students, 
teachers, faculty, alumni, and 
from the community-at-large. The 
News reserves the right to edit all 
articles for length and grammar. 
Send correspondence to: 
    The Gilman News 
              Gilman School 
         5407 Roland Avenue
     Baltimore, Maryland 21210 
or online to our e-mail address: 
thegilmannews@hotmail.com
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Editor-in-Chief     Tom Miller       
Features Editor     Michael Siliciano
World  News        Andy Wu
Sports Editor        Simon Landau
Arts Editor            John Davisson
News Editor          Josh Sweren
Online Editor       Scott Kidder
Business Editor     Jeremy Batoff
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                             Mike Kelly
                             Pam Fitzgibbon

Contributors: Matt Bressler, Austin 
Brown, Redmond Farha, George Pil-
grim, Matt Youn.

Dear Editor:

    I am writing to respond to Tom 
Miller’s editorial piece that appeared in 
the Gilman News entitled, “Season of 
Life, or Season of Lies?” dated March 
6, 2003. While I have no quarrel with 
any individual’s, adult or child, right to 
free speech, I do think that the right 
to the “venue of expression” for that 
freedom is not inalienable. There is 
always “muddy water” concerning a 
student’s right to freedom of the press 
and a school newspaper’s obligation 
to support school programs. Certainly, 
students have a right to their own opin-
ions. The real question is where are they 
allowed to express those opinions, par-
ticularly if their opinions are in contrast 
with the school’s. It has always been 
my contention that public criticism of a 
school program (and the adults involved 
in it) by students in the school news-
paper is not appropriate. Suppose the 
football team made banners that said, 
“The Gilman News is an inarticulate 
rag” and displayed those banners at 
home games? That would certainly not 
be tolerated! Would the School allow 
a student to print an editorial in the 
News concerning his discontent with 
the direction and leadership of an aca-
demic department?
    Being criticized is a large part of the 
public nature of athletics in today’s soci-

LETTERS...
ety. The fact is that there are people 
who disagree (or are envious) with the 
attention paid to athletics, or in this case 
football. As the old cliché goes, “C’est la 
vie.” However, I do think that an insti-
tutional publication has the obligation 
to publicly support school programs 
and does not have the right (as a public 
newspaper has) to denigrate such pro-
grams. 
    My mother (and I’m sure yours, too) 
used to say, “If you don’t have anything 
nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” 
If Tom Miller did not agree with what 
Mr. Jeff Marx wrote about the football 
program, then he should have discussed 
with his peers in the privacy of collegial 
conversation. Having the school news-
paper print it gives the impression that 
“The School” supports his point of view 
and has discontent with one of its own 
programs. That does not seem to me to 
be a good public policy. It has been said 
that a house divided against itself cannot 
stand. Family disagreements should be 
handled within the family. The Gilman 
News has different obligations than the 
Baltimore Sun.

    Sincerely,
    Timothy Holley, Jr. ‘77
    Director of Athletics

    On a late night in the summer after 
10th grade, Kareem Shaya had a vision 
of Gilman’s first satirical newspaper. 
After much work and convincing, this 
vision was recently realized on March 
24th when the first issue of Gilman’s 
Squib was released. Most administrators 
were originally against the idea, since 
a satirical newspaper could quickly 
turn offensive. Mr. McGill, however, 
has been supportive from the begin-
ning as noted by Kareem. It was after 
Kareem’s senior speech, in which his 
humor resulted in a boisterous applause, 
that administrators conceded, allowing 
the publication of the Squib. 
    Results have been positive. Mr. 
Schmick remarked, “I thought it was 

cleverly done and well put together.” 
Junior Alex Cole commented, “Students 
can finally voice themselves using 
humor to portray their feelings.”  Writer 
Tim Wilkins stated that the Squib’s suc-
cess depends on the openness of the 
community. Michael Brown, an assistant 
editor for Paragon, had a more reserved 
reaction, “Very clever but it seems a 
little watered down.” Mr. Himelfarb, 
the faculty advisor, emphasized that 
his chief role is not as a censor but just 
to make it better while ensuring that 
the readers’ feelings are respected. 
Mr. Himelfarb went on to say, “I loved 
the original issue, [it is] exactly what 
the school needs. A little bit of humor 
never hurt anyone.” age though, Gilman receives around 

$518,000, enough money to help its 
participants achieve their goals.
The Gilman Upward Bound program 
meets several Saturday mornings a 
month, and also has a summer session, 
both of which are designed to educate 
students and help them get into college.  
Senior Dorian Harris, who attends City 
College, credits the program for help-
ing him get a full scholarship to Purdue.  
The only complaint Dorian has with 
the program is getting up early on the 
weekends, yet overall he says, “Upward 
Bound helped me in high school and 
focused me toward college.”  Sopho-
more Donique Williams (Edmonson 
High School) also loves the program as 
it raised her chemistry grade from failing 
to an eighty-one.  Like Dorian, Donique 
must sacrifice her sleep in order to 
attend the Saturday program.  She 
wakes up at 6:30 to catch the train and 
the forty-four bus.  Her commitment 
and love for the program is greater than 
the fear she sometimes experiences on 
the subway, as she recounted, “In the 

morning time, they’re always some wier-
dos…this morning one came up to me 
on the train and just stared.  It freaked 
me out.”  Donique also appreciates, 
“how the teachers come on Saturdays 
and help build her grades up.”  It seems 
as though the appreciation is mutual, for 
the faculty enjoy their jobs as well.
    Mr. Shields who has been working 
with Upward Bond since 1989 says, 
“Words cannot describe how I feel 
about the program.  I’m proud to be 
a part of it.”  Over the past fourteen 
years, Mr. Shields has helped students 
with engineering physics beyond any-
thing taught in the A.P. level and has  
tutored younger teens struggling with 
basic Algebra. He says that he is proud 
to be a part of such a worthwhile thing, 
contributing his little part to helping Bal-
timore City.  Albeit he is paid a modest 
salary, Mr. Shields would consider work-
ing with the program even if no money 
were involved.  This, along with the stu-
dents’ commitment, clearly indicates the 
strength of the Gilman Upward Bound 
tradition.

Gilman’s Upward Bound Program 
Flourishes 

continued from Page 1

Salty Senior Satirizes in 
The Squib

BY PETER JAROW

Kareem Shaya ‘03 created The Squib. (Photo by Tom Miller)
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Gilman’s Gay-Straight 
Alliance Founded

Faculty Advisor Mr. Kirby and Club President Matt Morris ‘03 officiate at a 
meeting of the Gilman Gay-Straight Alliance. (Photo by George Pilgrim)

    Despite the preponderance of clubs 
at Gilman, there has never been a 
Gay-Straight Alliance, or GSA, until 
a few weeks ago.  The organization 
was started by Senior Matt Morris and 
faculty advisor Mr. Kirby when they 
recognized an unhealthy silence about 
sexual orientation at Gilman.  With 
the support of the administration and 
director of community and diversity, 
Mr. Foreman, they helped Gilman join 
the ranks of hundreds of high schools 
nationwide sponsoring a GSA.
    Mr. Kirby hopes that the GSA will 
create a, “safe place to deal with issues 
and contribute to a safe atmosphere 
for all sexual orientations.”  This senti-
ment is echoed by club president, Matt 

Morris, who said that “the GSA will make 
people knowledgeable about issues sur-
rounding homosexuals.”  Overall, the 
club has enjoyed tremendous success 
with over thirty-five people at the first 
meeting, not to mention many students 
and faculty who could not attend due 
to other commitments.  
    On April 9th, the GSA will lead a 
day of silence, which commemorates 
the silence forced upon lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender individuals. 
Matt Morris hopes that all students will 
contribute their little part, whether that 
is not speaking for the entire day or for 
five minutes. He also encourages the 
faculty to discuss these issues at the 
beginning of every class.

BY JOSH SWEREN

    This year, Gilman is radically chang-
ing the manner in which the Upper 
School elects its president. In doing so, 
it is taking a step closer to the standard 
ways of school president election seen 
in most schools around the country.
    Since the fall of this school year, 
members of the student council have 
combined with advisors Dr. Kelly and 
Mr. White to tweak the procedure for 
deciding the school president.  Previ-
ous elections had one assembly where 
all the candidates (after getting their 
required schoolmate nominations) gave 
a speech and the student body succes-
sively voted without any Q&A process 
or way to know more clearly about 
candidates’ positions on school issues.  
Upper School Head Mrs. Turner com-
mented, “We felt there was an awful lot 
of pressure placed on one speech.”  
    In its place, a new elongated system 
has been formulated. The old is being 
replaced with a 10 -day campaign 
over one school cycle likely starting 
Thursday, May 8th.  During this time, 
the candidates will give speeches at 
different form meetings and allow the 
student body to get to know them better 
through Q&A.  If there are over four 
candidates, a primary election on Friday, 
May 16th will cut the final ballot to four, 
and the election of school president 
would take place on Wednesday, May 
16th.   Moreover, there are also plans 
for candidates to have platforms online, 
with pages on what they are running 
for and optional three-minute videos 

where the candidates may talk to the 
viewer. Check www.gilmannews.com 
around election time. Senior president 
Peter Ahn explained, “Hopefully, we 
can take out the assumptions of each 
candidate, and instead, they [the stu-
dent body] will vote because of an 
idea.” Mr. White pointed out, “I think 
this addresses the election in a more 
organized and established manner.  Last 
year, it was a second thought.”
    Another issue of concern is the cur-
rent voting system, which gives juniors  
three votes, sophomores two, and 
freshmen one. There have been sev-
eral advocates of a one-man, one vote 
method.  Dr. Kelly noted, “I think that 
the freshmen and sophomores have just 
as much at stake in who the president 
of the school is as anyone else.”  This, 
and other subjects, may be brought 
up during the campaigns by different 
forms. On the day of the election, there 
will be a non-binding resolution where 
students can vote on their opinions on 
issues so that a consensus may be seen 
but will not have an immediate effect.
    As for now, with a lengthened elec-
tion, the election planners are looking 
forward to other effects as well.  Mrs. 
Turner added, “We hope to generate 
some excitement, debate, and time to 
think about which candidates will do a 
great job.”  In the end, however, do not 
worry about overly zealous campaign-
ing.  As Ahn mentioned, “There prob-
ably won’t be any handing out brownies 
at the lunch table.”

Student Government   
Electoral System Reformed

BY MATT YOUN

left alone by the administration. Also, 
all made sure to illustrate that they did 
not harbor any disrespectful feelings 
towards the other side. Some said that 
they would not exclude anyone who 
wanted to cross their divide as long 
as their feelings were genuine. One 
student remarked that there have been 
incidents where an African American 
student crossed the divide only to tease 
the Caucasian and Asian crowd. Several 
Asians claimed that rice was thrown at 
them by a black student in the Common 
Room. One peer stated that he did wish 
the situation would improve but said this 
with a disillusioned tone. Unanimous 
agreement, however, is far from present 
as one student remarked, “if they want 
to be left alone, I’ll leave them alone.”
In interviews with several frequenters 
of what some people have come to call 
“The Nubian Nook” or “The Black Side,” 
students appeared somewhat resigned 

to the racial divide. “We’re the only 
blacks at this school; it’s better than 
being surrounded by white people all 
the time,” said one student who asked 
not to be identified. On the other hand, 
Louis Young says “People find a comfort 
zone with their own affinity group.” The 
next question was whether or not the 
dividing of the common room bothered 
anybody. One student commented: 
“No, it doesn’t bother me. Its natural. 
It bothers me that there are no black 
people at this school.”  Another student 
said “No, it would bother me if it wasn’t 
[divided]. Some students even went as 
far as to say that the only tension came 
from the teachers picking on or calling 
out the “black side” for making noise. 
    Although the interviews revealed 
no clear consensus on how to resolve 
this problem, they make a strong case 
for the argument that while Gilman is 
diverse, it is not truly integrated.

Is Gilman Racially Divided?
continued from Page 1

    Two weeks ago, Goldberg placed 
third in a national under-18 competi-
tion in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This is 
his fourth national title.
    Just like any other kind of athlete who 
wins big, Zack’s workouts and practices 
are long and most likely exhausting. He 
practices four to five days during a given 
week, and each of these practices lasts 
for up to three hours. This practice time 
is probably the equivalent of a Varsity 

lacrosse player, so Zack is managing to 
do two things at once. 
    Even though Zack’s skating career 
has been very successful up to this 
point, Zack’s perception of his future in 
speed skating is unclear. “I will probably 
play up until college or until I get bored 
of skating,” he said, adding that he will 
probably not make a run at getting into 
the Olympics. Considering what Zack 
has already done, his talent at skating 

Zack Goldberg’s Success
continued from Page 4
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    “With the first pick in the 2002 NBA 
draft, the Houston Rockets select-Yao 
Ming.”  With these words, NBA commis-
sioner David Stern officially gave birth 
to ‘Yao-Mania’.  The Chinese center has 
had an excellent season, not only as a 
basketball player but also as an Ameri-
can icon.  Yes, people know Yao when 
they see him, but most do not know 
the man behind the scenes translating 
all of Ming’s words.  This man is Colin 
Pine and he is a Gilman graduate, class 
of 1992.  Pine has been Ming’s right 
hand man from the moment the star 
set foot on 
American soil.  
Mr. Pine was 
kind enough 
to allow The 
Gilman News 
to interview 
him on his 
current job 
as a translator 
for one of the 
biggest names 
in sports. 

News: Because 
of your previ-
ous hope to be 
a star athlete 
and be around 
professional 
sports, is your 
current job 
somewhat part of your dream? 

Colin Pine: Uh, yeah I guess you can 
say that in a lot of ways.  I loved sports, 
but I don’t think it was that important to 
me.  I was interested in a lot of different 
things.  So, yes, in a sense, it is definitely 
part of my dream. 

News: Describe the process that you 
went through for being chosen for your 

current job as Yao 
Ming’s translator. 

CP: His (Yao Ming’s) 
agent had put out a 
message on internet 
sites. And a friend 
of mine saw it and 
thought I might be 
interested, so I just 
applied.  My friend 
stumbled upon and 
then passed it onto 
me.  I was considering 
going to law school, 
and I had already 
been accepted.  I 
never thought I’d 
hear back, and I didn’t 
hear back for about a 
month.  And about a 

month later, Eric (Yao’s agent) called 
me up on my cell phone, and we had 
a conversation, half in English and half 
in Chinese, and he was impressed, so 
he wanted to test my translation skills.  
At that time I felt like I had already 
accomplished something, already get-
ting that far.  Like you said it’s a dream 
job in many respects, so a lot of people 
applied. 

News: How difficult is the sports media 
to deal with? 

CP: The 
media is 
tough, but 
Yao Ming 
is used to 
it.   In China 
he’s huge, 
it ’s defi -
nitely differ-
ent here, 
because of 
the NBA 
and the role 
that athletes 
play in our 
s o c i e t y .  
We’ve kind 
of gotten a 
lit tle bit of 
a schedule 
down now, 
he’s trying 

to get as much rest as he can, so we’re 
trying not to have too many interviews 
outside of the usual press time.  
 

News: Can you discuss your and Yao’s 
symbiotic relationship? 

CP: I like to think, I offer something to 
Yao Ming in that I understand American 
culture.  I think I get a lot more out of this 
than he does, and I know he wouldn’t 
say this because he’s a great guy.  He 
likes to give me credit.  He is an incred-
ible person.  He’s not been changed by 
everything that’s happened, and to me 
that’s amazing.   He’s taught me a lot 
about life, I think. 

News: When Yao does fully understand 
the English language, what do you think 
you will do? 

CP: Ha!  That’s the big question.  I don’t 
know, and I’m really not worried about 
it.  I’m just having a great time, and I’m 
going to enjoy it while it last.  I don’t 
think I want to do it (translating) for more 
than two years.  I don’t want to follow 
him around forever.  But as long as I’m 
learning, I think I’ll be happy.  All I can 
tell you is I’ll still be speaking Chinese.

    The first step to any bad addiction is 
to admit you have a problem. For the 
Baltimore Orioles it has been a bad case 
of losing over and over again. Over the 
past few seasons, a once proud fran-
chise full of big name players has taken 
a huge nose dive landing themselves in 
the basement of the American League 
East division and Major League Baseball 
itself. This stretch has included nearly 
two hundred losses in the past two sea-
sons. This year, however, may prove to 
be different even as Sports Illustrated’s 
John Donovan describes them as “a 
team without hope.” 
    Orioles’ owner Peter Angelos finally 
made a smart move in firing general 
manager Syd Thrift and hiring the tag-
team duo of Jim Beattie and Mike Flana-
gan. Thrift is the “mastermind” behind 
amazing moves like the Albert Belle 
monstrosity. But, the former general 

    When most people think of great 
student athletes, they usually think of 
the well-publicized football and lacrosse 
stars. However, there are many other 
demanding sports that, although they 
may not draw the biggest crowds, 
require just as much time and effort. 
Junior Zack Goldberg is one of these 
athletes.
    Although Zack is one of the most 
talented lacrosse players on Gilman’s 
Varsity squad, he also focuses his ath-
letic abilities on another sport. Zack is 
a speed skater.
    Zack has been skating for 8 years.  
When he was younger he wanted to 
play hockey, but it was midseason by 
the time he had decided to play, and 
therefore he couldn’t play. So Zack  
decided to speed skate instead. This 

Exclusive News Interview with 
NBA Interpreter Colin Pine

BY SIMON LANDAU

Colin Pine is the translator for Yao Ming, 
shown here. (Photo by yao-ming.tripod.com)

Sports

A Spark of Hope for Orioles 
Fans

manager must be given some credit 
for acquiring the Orioles’ best hope for 
the future, Rodrigo Lopez. As a rookie 
signed out of the Mexican League last 
year, Lopez finished the season with 
fifteen wins, a 3.57 ERA, and second 
place in the Rookie of the Year voting. 
He will be joined by other young pros-
pects who could throw some punch into 
the lineup like Jay Gibbons, Gary Mat-
thews Jr., and the hard throwing Jorge 
Julio who earned 25 saves in his first 
season as the closer.  
    And who is to say that the Orioles 
will not make a run this year, clinch a 
play-off spot, and win the World Series? 
So what if we did not sign the big fish 
like Rodriguez, Floyd, of Griffey!  At this 
point with the standings wiped clean 
and the smell of spring in the air, any-
thing is possible. That’s the great thing 
about the start of any season.

BY MATT BRESSLER

Gilman’s Star Speed Skater
way, he would be still be skating, but 
this kind of skating would be com-
pletely different from that of hockey. 
At the time when Zack started, he did 
not have huge aspirations for winning 
events.
    This simple hobby, however, became 
more competitive over time. His first 
race, as Zack recalls, took place in 
Albany, New York; he placed third. 
This was a great accomplishment and 
was soon followed by more success. 
In his first championship event at West 
Point, Zack placed first.  When he was 
14 years old, Zack competed in what 
he claims was his best competition. In 
what Zack said was a “pretty competi-
tive” event, he won first place and much 
confidence in his skating ability.

BY REDMOND FARHA

continued on page 3


