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Holiday Toy and 
Food Drives Met 

With Muted Success
BY GEORGIOS GITTIS

Messiah Arrives; Winter 
Concert Postponed by 

Snow Storm
BY MATT YOUN

    The laid back, lax attitudes usually 
displayed by students as holiday breaks 
draw near were nowhere to be found 
on the afternoon of November 26, as 
a group of upper-school students and 
teachers drove  to Echo House Foun-
dations with several cars packed with 
Thanksgiving donations. When they 
arrived, they formed a line leading to the 
entrance and wasted no time passing 
the heaps of food they had brought from 
one person to the next until it found its 
way to the pantry. Working efficiently, 
the group finished unloading all the food 
quite quickly, and departed from Echo 
House no sooner than they had arrived. 
This episode, though brief, brought a 
feeling of satisfaction and contentment 
to all who participated, for they left 
knowing that they had made the holiday 
season much more enjoyable for many 
poor and unfortunate people. 
    Echo House Foundations is an 
inner-city service organization located 
in one of the most destitute and poverty 
stricken regions of Baltimore. Though 
funded by the government, Echo 
House is very reliant on the greater 
Baltimore community, and in particular 
the Gilman School, for donations. Every 
year, Gilman contributes to Echo House 
through their two annual drives: the 
Thanksgiving food drive, and the Christ-
mas toy drive. Echo house has grown 
so accustomed to Gilman’s generosity, 
that they habitually empty their pantry 
the day before we arrive, anticipating 
that Gilman will bring an overwhelming 
amount of food to last them through 

Christmas. 
    Following Thanksgiving break, as 
Gilman students returned to school, the 
Christmas toy drive began. Echo house 
is again the recipient of Gilman’s toy 
and clothing donations, and tradition-
ally there is a party each year before 
Christmas, which hundreds of children 
attend. According to Mr. Vishio, “The 
bounty which Gilman contributes plays 
a significant role in making that time of 
year a joyous one for those youngsters 
(ranging from the ages of 1 to 17), and 
for over 35 years the Gilman School has 
contributed enormously to the success 
of the Echo House Foundation at Christ-
mas time.” This year’s drives are lead 
by seniors Abraham Choi, and Isaac 
Boltansky. 
    Echo House is only one of two ben-
eficiaries of the Gilman Thanksgiving 
food drive; the other is the Donald Bent-
ley food pantry. Students from Gilman’s 
upper school (as well as students from 
several other high schools) founded the 
Bentley food pantry, and named it after 
Donald Bentley, a Gilman graduate who 
was murdered in Baltimore. Initially it 
was a student run organization. How-
ever, today it is headed by the Bentley 
family. The pantry serves a bag of gro-
ceries to 175 families every week, and 
allows them to return for another bag 
every other week. Gilman contributes 
to the Bentley food pantry in ways other 
than through the Thanksgiving food 

The Common Room Christmas tree shelters students’ gifts, donated to 
Echo House. (Photo by Tom Miller)

    Through the snow and the sleet, and 
despite the postponement of one of the 
concerts, the Gilman music department 
was able to showcase the school’s tal-
ents and commitment in two wonderful 
winter concerts this month.  First, on 
Sunday, December 7, the Glee Club and 
Traveling Men, along with Bryn Mawr’s 
Camerata, Dayseye, and Community 
Singers, performed the Christmas sec-
tion of Handel’s Messiah at The Second 
Presbyterian Church, located on 4200 
Saint Paul St, Baltimore, MD 21218.  

The performance was directed by Mr. 
David Doherty and Mr. Greg Bullen 
of Bryn Mawr, with the assistance of 
organist Margaret Budd, and also fea-
tured members of the Gilman and Bryn 
Mawr string ensembles.  Mr. Doherty 
commented, “It was a wonderfully 
positive experience with an expanded 
number in choir and the addition of the 
harmonious strings.”  The performance 
was also enhanced by four Peabody 
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A student-made sign in the Common Room encourages members of the 
community to participate in the holiday drives. (Photo by Tom Miller)
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FROM THE EDITORS...

The Real Meaning 
of Diversity

CORRECTION
In the November 14, 2003 issue of The News, 
the article “Character Education Leadership 
Project Fights Marginalization” on Page 3 was 
not attributed. The writer of this piece was 
Jeremy Batoff.  We apologize for this error.

drive. Every month the Lower School 
contributes food, and upper-school 
teachers often donate money. 
    Gilman’s charitable endeavors have 
been around for as long as anybody 
can remember. The Thanksgiving and 
Christmas drives are just two of the 
many ways in which Gilman generously 
assists the Baltimore community. Other 
programs include Upward Bound, the 
Green-Grass program, mentoring pro-
grams (currently being undertaken at 
the Lab School and Roland Park Public 
School), community service projects 
(supervised by Mr. Neun), and, new 
this year, donations to soldiers related 
to Gilman students. Care packages 
donated to soldiers fighting overseas 
in difficult and trying circumstances 
are neither difficult nor expensive to 
make, but they bring with them mean-
ingful message that somebody at home 
cares. 
    Gilman’s participation in its drives so 
far has been respectable, but not out-
standing. Perhaps this can be attributed 
to the students’ tendency to procrasti-

and Julliard soloists, most notably Matt 
Morris of Julliard, Gilman alumnus ’03. 
The show was a huge success, as the 
church held an overcrowded audience 
that was captivated down to the last 
“Hallelujah.”  Chris Jones ’04 noted, 
“For my final performance of the Mes-
siah, it was nice to go out on such a high 
note.”  
    On the following Sunday, the planned 
Holiday Concert was postponed due to 
weather conditions.  Nevertheless, there 
was a replacement concert on Thurs-
day, December 18 at the Gilman Audi-
torium, and the Glee Club, Traveling 
Men, String Ensemble, Band, and Jazz 

Band all performed without missing a 
beat.  Following along with the Chris-
mukkah cheer, the Glee Club sang the 
classic Peanuts tune “Christmas Time is 
Here”, a Jewish song “Al Shlo Sha”, and 
an African song “Gabi, Gabi”.  The String 
Ensemble played some more of the 
Handel composition along with a song 
by Jamie Apgar ’05 and Rob Pasternak 
’07.  The Traveling Men’s performance 
included the classic Christmas medley.  
It was a delightful lead into the holiday 
vacation.
    All in all, the music concerts were 
a huge success.  Brian Sanders ’04 
quipped, “I think we Handel-ed it 
well.”

nate, or disregard the announcements 
for the drive altogether, thinking that 
other students will pick up the slack for 
them. In the end, students have been 
known to come through, but there is 
always room for improvement at the 
conclusion of each drive. Mr. Kirby 
believes that Gilman’s charitable ven-
tures “could be better”, and “that the 
school needs to explore ways to gen-
erate more enthusiasm behind these 
drives”. He says that perhaps more 
planning and coordination is required 
to make each drive as successful as 
possible. A challenge for all students, 
Mr. Vishio said, is to “step up to the 
plate” and make this upcoming Christ-
mas drive the most successful one ever. 
Also, it is strongly urged that all students 
participate in some of the charitable 
programs which Gilman takes part in.  
The dividends paid by the small amount 
of commitment invested are astounding 
in terms of the holiday cheer resulting 
from the spirit of giving.
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Gilman’s Holiday 
Drives, A Tradition 
of Giving, In Need 

of Support

Snow Cannot Silence 
Gilman’s Winter Musical 

Traditions

    As we approach the start of 2004, 
the fiftieth anniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s Brown decision, Gilman and 
America as a whole should take care 
not to rest on their laurels, but to press 
forward in the noble enterprise of cre-
ating inclusive community schools. At 
Gilman, as elsewhere, “diversity” has 
replaced “integration” as a public goal; 
perhaps, however, in the popular frenzy 
for headcounts and percentages of stu-
dents of color, Gilman has lost sight of 
why diversity in education is important 
at all.  
    Gilman should not seek minority 
students merely in order to perfect the 
color scheme of its classrooms, but to 
honor their different experiences, views, 
and talents and incorporate them into 
the educational experience for the 
enrichment of all. But once this goal is 
accepted, the conventional (i.e. ethnic) 
meaning of the word “diversity” breaks 
down. All students are, by the intrinsi-
cally individual nature of their human 
experience, minorities, in some sense. 
In the end, race is the most superficial 
of all factors take into account in the 
creation of a truly “diverse” community. 
Meanwhile, one key element of diver-
sity is seldom addressed at Gilman: 
economic. In today’s society, socio-
economic position is an equally, if not 
more, important determining factor than 
race.
    How can Gilman’s admissions poli-
cies be changed to reflect this new inter-
pretation of diversity? Two ways:
First, race in and of itself should not 
be a criterion for admission to Gilman. 
Rather, decisions should be made 
solely on a holistic evaluation of the 

applicant’s talents – intellectual, athletic, 
and artistic, with a particular emphasis 
on aptitude for the Gilman academic 
experience. This method – not so dif-
ferent, in principle, from the one cur-
rently in place – guarantees a student 
body diverse in ways that are more than 
skin-deep.   
    Second, the school must meet 
all demonstrated financial need for 
all accepted applicants. Currently, 
although financial need has no bearing 
on whether a candidate is accepted or 
rejected, an acceptance does not mean 
that a student’s financial need will be 
covered. Thus, qualified, accepted, but 
impecunious applicants are occasionally 
unable to attend Gilman. It is imperative 
that the school offer, as some presti-
gious universities do, a financial-aid 
package that meets all demonstrated 
need of all accepted applicants. 
Gilman’s financial aid spending would 
need be increased only by a relatively 
small amount in order for the school to 
be able to publicly guarantee this to all 
applicants. Gilman has enormous finan-
cial resources, and in what way could 
they be spend that would better honor 
the core mission of the school?
    Today, achieving diversity too often 
means using race as a proxy – that is, 
recruiting a multi-colored student body 
and hoping that it will be diverse in more 
profound ways as well. Such a philoso-
phy is demeaning to all students, as it 
places them in immutable categories 
based only on their race. Gilman should 
take a leadership role in looking beyond 
skin color to assemble a student body 
that reflects the diverse talents and 
viewpoints of today’s society. -TMM
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An Inspiring Tale of Adversity Over-
come, Straight from the Deans’ Office

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

Ossie Givens has a 
motto: “The man with no shoes 
complained until he saw the man 
with no feet;” a simple phrase, no 
doubt, yet highly indicative of his 
roots.  For if there was one fact 
that Ossie Givens had to grasp, 
growing up in the Deep South, 
it was that the community, the 
whites in particular, would never 
do much of anything for him, and 
life, therefore, was difficult.  There 
were no necessities granted, but 
some things were always there, 
and this gave people in Ossie’s 
situation something to cling to.

Not that he felt any 
particular need to cling, however, 
for though he never made it to 
high school, Ossie’s was a mind 
hardened to the cruel ways of the 
world at an early age.    Most of all 
the cruel ways, though, he knew 
the bitter sting of humiliation, 
growing up in an area that his son, 
Mr. Stephen Givens, administrative 
assistant at the Gilman school 
describes somberly as being “so 
destitute, so poor – dirt roads, dirt 
floors, clapboard houses, even 
today,” begging for jobs cleaning 
outhouses, doghouses – whatever 
happened to be malodorous and 
crusted with grime – in the white 
neighborhoods.  Years of being 
ridiculed by potential employers 
to whom his lack of education 
was so readily evident, had taken 
their toll.  Ossie’s feet took him 
through the only door open to 
a teenage, illiterate, black male 
looking to support his family in 
the mid-twentieth century: he 
enlisted in the military and found 
his way, finally, out of Valdosta.

For the first time in his 
life, however, Ossie realized that 
he could be more – the relative 
meritocracy of the military allowed 
for the possibility of advancement.  
A few years of hard work, and he 
was promoted, ending up in the 
motor pool, which, in turn served as 
a springboard for his appointment 
to the rank of drill sergeant. 1960, 
he was married to Betty Coleman, 

one of twelve children from a West 
Virginia coal-mining family who 
had worked as a housemaid to 
support her family, putting herself 
through night school so that she 
could gain a position as a substitute 
teacher.  Towards the end of the 
decade, Stephen Givens, the 
fourth of seven children, was born.
 At the time of Stephen’s 
birth, Ossie had progressed 
admirably from his impoverished 
beginnings, but he still felt the 
injustices of his youth, and his 
children, to some extent, felt 
them also, for he vowed that he 
would take “what he thought was 
a failure in his youth, and turn it 

into a success for his children.”  An 
educated man at this point, having 
earned his GED as well as a B.A in 
public administration while in the 
army, Ossie was able to condense 
the somewhat murky idea that 
was “the failure” into a neatly 
enforced core doctrine.  To insure 
that no child had to experience 
what he had experienced - he 
theorized, was to make sure that 
blacks in the United States were 
literate, informed, and articulate.  
As long as they lived in his house, 
his children, by his oath, would 
cultivate their skills in these areas.
 Says Mr. Givens, flatly, “My 
father, when we were young, was 
a racist.  He didn’t want to hurt 
anybody, but he harbored a hatred.  
He asked himself, ‘we didn’t do 
anything to them, why do they hurt 
us?’ And he came to the conclusion 
that they (the whites) were just 
inherently evil.”  There had just 
been too much pain, too much 
misfortune for him to treat people 
on a case-by-case basis anymore.  
A corollary to the appearance of 
pale skin was the presence of an 
ulterior motive – white friends 
were cause for a quiet father-son 

conference   Continues Mr. Givens, 
“[My father] thought that a lot of 
the hardship and oppression he 
witnessed and experienced as 
a child served as part of a white 
conspiracy to keep black people 
ignorant.  He believed whites were 
afraid that if black people started 
reading and writing, they would 
be forced to realize that blacks 
are just as intelligent and capable.  
That’s part of the reason he always 
was so concerned with stressing 
the importance of reading – he 
wanted us to read so that we could 
compete where he couldn’t.”  Ossie 
Givens looked at Brown vs. Board 
of Education and the integration of 

the public school system and such 
staples of the civil rights movement 
as boycotts and marches and 
shook his head, for, explains his 
son, “all he could see was the 
acrimony, the white rebellion, 
and to him it was simple.  He 
thought ‘they don’t want us there, 
they’re just going to mistreat us, 
so why are we trying to go there?” 
 In the end home, with all 
of Ossie’s rules and indoctrinations, 
proved too oppressive, too 
suffocating an atmosphere for Mr. 
Givens, who, “looking for a space 
of [his] own” elected to take the 
same road as his father before 
him - namely that of the military 
- working switchboard dispatch for 
the air force for four years before 
returning home.  Ossie, at this 
point had retired, and the family 
residence had been moved to a 
fine house in Augusta, GA, a world 
away from the decrepit hovels of 
Valdosta.  Mr. Givens was able 
to attend classes at Georgia State 
University for two years before 
completing his education at West 
Virginia State.  Having decided 
that his desired career path was 
as a writer/educator, Mr. Givens, 

who while in college had been on 
the sports staff for the Charleston 
Gazette for a year, made the move 
to Baltimore, where, he believed, 
more possibilities would be open to 
him as he pursued the vocation.  It 
was a professional temporary service 
agency that secured him a position 
at the Gilman School, where he 
has remained for the past four 
years, and will continue to reside 
as he looks to see his dream of one 
day becoming an English/Social 
Studies teacher through to fruition.
 “Sorrows,” says Edwin 
Markham in his poem ‘Victory 
in Defeat,’ “come to stretch out 
spaces in the heart for joy.”  While 
Ossie Givens perhaps never 
allowed his heart to be stretched 
by his hardship, his children, it 
seems, learned from his mistakes, 
and stretched their hearts a little 
extra for him.  His dream was the 
consummate goal of any parent 
– says Mr. Stephen Givens, “he 
wanted to make sure his kids didn’t 
have to suffer the same indignities 
he suffered.  He wanted them to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder, head 
held high, speaking the same 
language as the white people.”  
In seeking to realize this dream, 
however, he taught his children 
to “be cautious all the time” for 
white people, and even the world 
at large, were not to be trusted.  As 
it turns out Ossie’s legacy to at least 
one of his sons was “in teaching 
not to trust certain people simply 
based on face value, one realized 
that it was important always to 
examine carefully before one 
judged or acted.”  Says Mr. Givens, 
“By asking us always to be cautious 
and alert so no one would accost 
us, he ultimately accomplished 
the converse.  We began to see, 
contrary to his story, the beauty 
in all people, the great amount of 
beauty in the world as a whole.”  
Indeed Mr. Givens’ aspires to 
cultivate and help shape the beauty 
of youth that he sees about him.  
Says he, “My dream is to become a 
teacher.  I think I have a voice, and I 
want to move the minds and spirits 
of young people, creating desire 
and hope in young minds.  I hope 
that the legacy that I leave is of 
one who cared for each and every 
one.”  And so, from Ossie Given’s 
hardship, from his wounds and 
his scars, has grown this touching 
philosophy: beauty, love, hope, 
opportunity, and in the end, for his 
children, a  future opened up that 
was everything he wished it to be. 

“THAT’S PART OF THE REASON 
HE ALWAYS WAS SO CONCERNED 

WITH STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF READING – HE WANTED US TO 

READ SO THAT WE COULD COMPETE 
WHERE HE COULDN’T.”

Deans’ Assistant Mr. Givens Tells of His       
Childhood In A Time of Racism

Mr. Stephen Givens, Assistant to the 
Deans. (Photo courtesy of Cynosrue)
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    The Helping Up Mission, an all men 
homeless shelter located on Baltimore 
Street in East Baltimore City believes 
in recovery from addiction through 
spiritual connection.  Founded in 1885 
and known as one of the largest and 
oldest institutions to help the home-
less in the United States, Helping Up 
Mission provides emergency overnight 
shelter, food, clothing, and bathing.  It 
also offers a one-year spiritual recovery 
program in which people connect with 
God and learn how to live without drugs 
or alcohol in their lives.  
    Over four hundred men participate 
in the recovery program a year.  Kevin 
Sheehan, 41, used drugs for twenty-six 
years, but managed to graduate from 
college and become a successful busi-
nessman with a family.  He eventually 
lost everything, but Helping Up Mission 

Homeless men participate in the spiritual recovery program of the Helping Up Mission.

After his one year recovery, Aceie 
Nealy looks onto East Baltimore 
Street in the doorway of Helping Up 
Mission.

Tommy, a homeless man, stands on the corner of Roland 
and Cold Spring in order to survive.

During Michael McRae’s recovery, he works at a desk at Helping Up Mis-
sion to bring order in his life.

Senior Stewart Kameen volunteers 
at Helping Up Mission.

Local Mission Helping Up Homeless In 
Baltimore City

helped him find his life again.  In August 
2003, he graduated from the recovery 
program and is fourteen months sober.  
He says he would like to “Thank God 
and his Son Jesus Christ” for helping him 
recover.  He praises the Helping Up Mis-
sion philosophy: “With a vision, many 
people can be helped and rescued.”  
Helping Up Mission has had a vision 
for over a hundred years.  According to 
director Robert Gehman, its philosophy 
is “to bring real and permanent hope to 
the homeless.”  
    Homelessness exists everywhere 
in Baltimore.  Some homeless people 
choose to not go to shelters.  These 
homeless people ask for money on 
street corners.  Tommy, a homeless man 
who occupies the intersection of Cold 
Spring Avenue and Roland Avenue, 
says, “There is not enough money at 
the shelters to live.”  Tommy spends all 
day begging for money on this corner 
so he can live. 
    When Gilman senior and class presi-
dent, Stewart  Kameen, volunteered at 
Helping Up Mission in East Baltimore for 
about one hundred hours on Saturdays 
during his junior year, he learned quite 
a bit from recovering addicts.  Stewart 
was introduced to the Helping Up Mis-
sion project through his father, Anthony 
Kameen, who is a board member of the 
homeless shelter.  Stewart spent most 
of his time in the kitchen, preparing 
food for the homeless, and cleaning 
their dishes.  Each Saturday, he would 
build relationships with the people at 
the shelter and watch them go through 
their recovery process.  Stewart said 
each homeless man he talked to said it 
was “By the grace of God that led them 
to the Helping Up Mission Homeless 
Shelter.”  Stewart was embraced at the 
shelter.  He was amazed to see such 
an impoverished culture, and observed 
people hanging on to their life through 
God.  Stewart talked about his experi-
ence at the homeless shelter:  “I got to 
see these people at the bottom of the 
barrel, and they found hope in God, and 
people would turn their lives around.  
I found that through these recovering 
homeless people that at no point in 
anyone’s life will one not have hope.”      

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY DAVIS LINDSEY



The Gilman News • December 18, 2003  The Gilman News • December 18, 2003

    The Gilman School offers its students 
many opportunities to give back to the 
surrounding community. The Senior 
Leadership program is designed spe-
cifically for seniors and allows them to 
be more involved with local programs. 
It has many divisions, such as recycling, 
library and study hall proctoring, men-
toring, and tutoring. The Green Grass 
program allows inner city children 
between the ages of 6 and 12 to come to 
the Gilman School every Saturday and 
experience a private school campus. 
Evan Chriss, one of the seniors that 
participates in the program says, “It is a 
great program and these students really 
benefit from being with the Gilman stu-
dents, and the Gilman students equally 
benefit from these kids. They always 
have a smile on their faces, and that is 
something I am proud to be a part of.” 
    The Green Grass program started 
five years ago. It is a subdivision of 
Echo House, a substance abuse center 
for adults in West Baltimore. Since 
Echo House is primarily for adults, the 
students’ after school program is not 
located at the Echo House itself, but at 
the St. Francis Neighborhood Center. 
The kids go there every day after school 
from 3 to 5, and do their homework, 
get tutored, or just have fun and play 
around if they are younger. It is headed 
up by Gilman faculty representative, 
Anton Vishio. He has been working 
closely with Martina Woodard, the Echo 
House representative. They organize 
the programs so the kids really get the 
most out of their experience at Gilman, 
and don’t just come and get babysat for 
three hours.
    Green Grass, however, is mostly a 
student run organization. While Mr. 
Visio and Martina Woodard oversee 
what goes on, the students are the 
ones that are there every Saturday 
directing the kids and making Green 
Grass happen. The program has two 
leaders every year and they are the 
people that are most responsible orga-
nizing the weekly activities. Philip Han 
and Andrew Kim run the program this 
year, and they are very dedicated and 
are the ones that show up every week 
ready to have fun with these kids. Phil 
said this past weekend, “We are trying 
new things this year with the Roland 
Park Asian Awareness Club, the Bryn 
Mawr Asian Awareness Club, and the 
Gilman Asian Awareness Club, and have 
gotten a good turnout every week. We 
are rotating shifts so that there aren’t 
too many Gilman/RPCS/BMS students 
at one time. Hopefully, with this change, 
it will allow everyone in the program to 
make the most of it and more impor-
tantly, just have a good time.”

Green Grass 
Grows for Inner 

City Kids at Gilman
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY ALAN ALEGADO

Green Grass director, Martina Woodard (right) proudly looks on as one of 
her students attempts to bowl a spare.

Gilman senior, Evan Chriss, plays checkers with  
Jasmine Coleman, 11, in the Gilman Old gym. 
He lost.

Sabrea Johnson, 10, is eager 
to show that she can jump 
rope with the best of them. 

Natesha Hamlett, 8, is determined to bowl another strike just like 
she did the turn before.

    During the three hours, they play 
board games, football, soccer, basket-
ball, and the program favorite, jump 
rope. They also do things like relay 
races, and from time to time get to 
use Gilman’s pool. Everyone is doing 
something throughout the duration of 
the sessions. There is too much to do, 

and too much fun to be had to just sit 
there and pass time away, for the seniors 
as well as the kids. 
    The Green Grass program has really 
been successful throughout the last few 
years. This is due to the widespread par-
ticipation of Echo House and Gilman 
students. Andrew Kim sums it up when 
he says, “The biggest thanks should be 
given to the kids. They are a joy to 
work with, and make getting up every 
Saturday easier and something to look 
forward to.” 

Interested in joining Green Grass? Talk 
to Mr. Vishio for more information.

Page 5
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Wrestling Team 
Looks To Turn Heads

    The two wrestlers shake hands as 
they prepare to begin their match.  
The starting whistle is blown, and the 
two opponents begin circling the mat, 
waiting for the opportune moment to 
charge.  As the sweat drips off both 
wrestlers’ faces, they study each oth-
er’s moves, waiting for the opponent 
to make a mistake.  When the Gilman 
wrestler sees a break in his opponent’s 
concentration, he charges and takes his 
opponent down.  The Gilman wrestler 
tries to put his opponent into a cradle, 
however, the opponent is able to slip 
out of it. The wrestlers keep struggling 
on the mat until 
the Gilman player 
puts his opponent 
into a half-nelson 
that is inescap -
able.  He holds 
his opponent’s 
shoulders against 
the mat until the 
referee counts to 
three.  The match 
is over.
    As the 2003 
Gilman wrestling 
team begins its 
season, the team 
looks forward to 
the previously 
described scene 
being a common 
occurrence.  Starting its practices at 
the very beginning of the winter season, 
with a few open gym sessions during 
the fall season, the wrestling team 
has been working hard since.  During 
practices, the team works continuously 
at several drills that improve its skills in 
every aspect of the sport.  Some of 
these drills include skipping, forward 
rolls, shuffling, and other running drills 
that are used to improve stamina and 
speed.  The wrestling team also prac-
tices different moves, such as double 
leg takedowns, or head inside singles, 
which are all done with many repetitions 
to improve the team’s actual wrestling 
skills.  With the arrival of some fresh-
man and of course, the experienced 
upperclassmen, Gilman looks forward 
to having a good, well-rounded, and 
skillful team.

    The wrestling team is trained by a 
group of eight coaches.  The head coach 
is Mr. Franklin, a very experienced and 
dedicated coach who always pushes the 
team to wrestle at its maximum poten-
tial. “I think Coach Franklin is doing a 
wonderful job with the team,” said Mr. 
Klimpt.  Mr. Klimpt, a new teacher at 
Gilman, is also a new addition to the 
wrestling program.  He wrestled for a 
year when he attended Gilman and is 
excited about the chance to coach the 
team.  He also stated, “ We have a group 
of good kids who work hard, and I think 

we will do well this 
season.”  Another 
addition to the 
group of coaches 
is Mr. Kousoris.  
Mr. Kousoris is 
the substitute for 
Mr. Rogers, who 
also wrestled for 
Gilman when he 
was a student. 
 The wrestling 
team has already 
had a chance 
to see how it 
matches up with 
its opponents in a 
recent scrimmage 
that was on Sat-
urday, November 

22.  Franklin, St. Paul’s, and Frederick 
were the other three schools participat-
ing in the scrimmage.  Although there 
was no official scoring in the scrimmage, 
the Gilman team played well, winning 
several of its matches.  On December 
3, the team finally was able to see its 
hard work pay off as it won their first 
match, scoring 51 over Annapolis Area 
Christian School’s (AACS) 18.  
    “The practices are tough with a lot 
of running, but I do think that we are 
all improving our wrestling abilities,” 
said Adam Janet.  Hal Turner, a varsity 
wrestler stated, “The lower classmen 
are really stepping up, and I think we 
are going to have a solid season.”  With 
eight great coaches leading a talented 
group of wrestlers, the Gilman wrestling 
team is looking forward to an exciting 
season.

BY DAVID FINE

    An exhausted body slowly emerges 
from the pool, dripping water, and 
reaching for a towel.  The two-hour 
practices, filled to the minute with 
lap upon lap suggest that this year’s 
swim team is bound for something, but 
what?  Head Coach Brooks said, “It’s 
probable that the record will be similar 
to last year’s, but we will hopefully close 
the gap of loss in this year’s meets and 
maybe beat some more teams.”  The 
team has swelled in numbers from last 
year with a large influx of underclass-
men, and there are also strong returning 
varsity swimmers in the program.   As 
Assistant Coach Silverman said, “We still 
have the same core of top swimmers 
but many more new sophomores and 
freshman, so the future looks bright.”
    Not only have numbers enhanced the 
team, but there is more depth than in 
previous years.  This year, there are not 
only the best swimmers, but some swim-
mers who can help clinch the second 
and third place in the meets. This depth 
on both the JV and Varsity levels will 
definitely help bring the team to vic-
tory this year.  “In this league, depth 
is important because some of the top 

swimmers can focus on just one event 
instead of having three or four events to 
worry about,” said Coach Silverman.
    The record of the team is important, 
but there may be other effects of the 
new composition of the team.  Leader-
ship will be an important part of coach-
ing the younger swimmers.  The eight 
seniors will play as critical a role as the 
coaches will in bringing this team up to 
the level at which it can perform.  “The 
underclassmen will bring enthusiasm 
and will become better as the season 
progresses, and the strong senior group 
will become the leaders on the team,” 
said Coach Brooks.  
    The team is bound for a better 
season, and the teams’ depth, num-
bers, and leadership will get them there. 
They have already had two meets which 
were unfortunate losses against Calvert 
Hall and Mt. St. Joe, but there are still 
a number of meets to come, and the 
prospects are high as the team improves 
each and every day. 
    Coach Brooks said, “Yeah, we’ll be 
better.” And if that statement holds true 
than it seems that the swim team is in 
for a good season.

Underclassmen Aid 
Swim Team

BY JONATHAN KOCH

Anthony Simmons ‘04 locks arms with his coach in the wrestling room. 
(Photo by ?????)

“THE PRACTICES ARE 
TOUGH WITH A LOT 
OF RUNNING, BUT I 
DO THINK THAT WE 

ARE ALL IMPROV-
ING OUR WRESTLING 

ABILITIES.”

HAPPY     
HOLIDAYS 

TO ALL!
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St. Francis, are not known for being very 
strong but are still known for having a 
few very good runners.
    All of the Indoor Track team’s compe-
tition takes place at either Loyola or at 
the Prince George’s Center.  The meets 
all involve multiple schools.  Although 
the events are similar to outdoor track, 
some of the distances are different, and 
some events – like discus – aren’t part 
of Indoor Track.  
    Indoor Track was originally a club 
sport started by Mr. Duncan.  Even-

tually, Mr. Foreman decided to field 
an interscholastic team.  Even though 
Indoor Track is one of the newer inter-
scholastic sports at Gilman, Mr. Jacobs, 
who coached track for ten years in 
New Jersey, brings experience to the 
table, along with Mr. Broadus, who has 
coached for fourteen years.
The captains of this year’s Indoor Track 
team are Will Shock, Dave Baker, and 
Ben Demers.  Demers noted, “We have 
one of the biggest groups of fresh talent 
that I’ve ever seen.  I see good things in 
the future for the team.”

    As winter rolls around, the Gilman 
varsity basketball team looks toward 
the upcoming season with anticipation 
and optimism. With a few scrimmages 
already under their belt, the team looks 
very good in the season’s early stages. 
This year’s squad shows exceptional 
promise, especially considering the 
fact that they have only been practic-
ing for a week or two. Head Coach Tony 
Jordan said about 
practices, “So far 
this year, prac-
tices have been 
going very well. 
They have been 
hard, but good.”
    The team 
seems to be very 
well-balanced this 
year, consisting of 
a few senior lead-
ers, such as Grant 
Zimmerman and 
Jake Dubois, and 
some exceptional 
underclassmen. 
Sophomore player 
Barney Ehrmann 
noted the team’s 
lack of weak-
nesses, “We look 
pretty solid and 
well-balanced all 
around this year”.
    The under-
classmen seem to 
have a significant 
role to play in this year’s team. Players 
Ben Goetsch ’06 and Reggie Fuggett 
’06 were singled out by Coach Jordan 
as players who will make a substantial 
impact this year. Also, a good deal 
of production should be seen out of 
returning point guard Paul Stack ’05 
and fellow junior Travis Hale. The coach 
also noted that there is an abundance 
of talent which can be found on the 
JV squad this year, a good sign for the 

Gilman basketball program of years to 
come.
    “As far as technical aspects of the 
game go, some defensive improve-
ment is necessary. We also need to be 
more patient offensively, but that will 
come with time” said Coach Jordan of 
the team’s play so far.  With experience, 
the Gilman Varsity basketball team will 
undoubtedly grow in talent and be able 

to iron out some of 
these smaller prob-
lems. 
 Their team-
work has already 
been noted as 
exceptional this 
season, and the 
Gilman team will 
certainly need to 
exhibit a good deal 
of it to compete in 
their very difficult 
and competitive 
league. Gilman’s 
competition this 
year includes some 
very talented teams, 
especially Severn 
and St. Vincent Pal-
lotti, both of whom 
bring back almost all 
of their players from 
last season.
 The star t of 
the season has been 
injury free, very pro-
ductive, and surpris-

ingly successful, and the abundance of 
talent within the Gilman basketball 
program suggests great things to come 
in the next few seasons.  The confidence 
level this year is running very high, as 
are the expectations of this year’s var-
sity squad. When asked if they foresee 
playoffs in the future for this Gilman 
team, the players and coaches usually 
answered with one word: Absolutely.

New Recruits Swell 
Indoor Track’s Ranks

continued from page 8

Varsity Basketball 
Shoots For the 

Playoffs
BY ROBERT WIESE

THE START OF 
THE SEASON 

HAS BEEN 
INJURY FREE, 
VERY PRO-

DUCTIVE, AND 
SURPRISINGLY 
SUCCESSFUL.
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    This fall, football players were not the 
only people working hard to finish their 
last set in the weight room.  Nor was 
the cross-country team the only squad 
seen finishing their last painstaking 
interval.  The Gilman hockey team was 
also preparing hard for future games.  As 
in the past several years, fall hockey has 
been offered as a fulfillment of the fall 
athletic requirement.  Although MIAA 
rules restricted the team from partici-
pating in full practices with coaches on 
the ice, this obstacle did not impede 
them from working hard to improve 
for the upcoming season.  The team 
concentrated on becoming more fit 
through regular workouts in the weight 
room and by running.  Matt Councill, 
a two-year participant in this program 
commented “It helped to prepare us for 
the upcoming season.”  
    Mr. William Auerswald, the new 
hockey coach, met the team during 
this time, and although he was unable 
to practice with them, he worked hard 
to prepare for the winter season.  Coach 
Auerswald is by no means new to the 
sport of hockey.  He has coached in 
Colorado, a popular hockey state.  In 
addition, he has most recently coached 
at Tabor Academy, a boarding school in 
Massachusetts.  The combination of the 
knowledge of Coach Auerswald and the 
talent of the players has led to success 
thus far for the Greyhounds.  Redmond 
Farha ’05 remarked, “Coach Auerswald 

is good at assessing talent and making 
the best lineups for games.”  
    The team derives its success from its 
strong senior leadership and immense 
underclassmen talent.  Seniors Mac Wil-
liams, Drummond Rice, and Aaron Sals-
bury lead the squad along with the other 
seven returnees from last year’s playoff 
team.  Freshman Grady Lincalis is one 
of several freshmen who have already 
proven themselves in the competitive 
MIAA “B” Conference.  In a game 
against “A” conference rival Calvert 
Hall, Lincalis scored a spectacular four 
goals in a pounding of the Cardinals.  
Most recently against Severn, the team 
turned in a dominating performance en 
route to another victory.  In this game, 
the ‘Hounds outshot the opposition 
an amazing 43-1.  This lopsided stat, 
according to Councill, is due to the 
team’s spectacular ability to “keep the 
puck in the opponents’ zone, or fore-
check.  
    The team has already received local 
recognition by The Sun in their Winter 
Sports Preview when they were chosen 
as the team to beat in the “B” confer-
ence.  Coach Auerswald realizes that 
this fact has put a target on the backs 
of the Greyhounds, and all teams will 
be looking to upset this great team.  The 
players are clearly up to the challenge, 
however, and will surely excel through-
out the rest of the season.

Fall Practices 
Galvanize Varsity 

Hockey Team
BY BEN SMALL

    What interscholastic sport attracts 
almost one out of every six students in 
the Upper School, but does not play 
any home games?  The sport, which also 
tends to attract little notice, is Indoor 
Track.
    This season, the Indoor Track team 
has 67 members, most of whom are 
underclassmen, and many of which are 
trying to get in shape for the upcoming 
lacrosse and baseball seasons.  This 
helps the team become “strong in all 
events, because we have so many 
players on the team,” said Mr. Jacobs, 
head coach of the team.  While there 
are so many underclassmen, there are 
returning players in every event except 
for hurdles.
    According to Mr. Jacobs, his “number 
one goal this season is for everyone to 
put in their best effort and try hard.”  

When it comes down to statistics, Mr. 
Broadus, one of the assistant coaches, 
said he does not yet know what to 
expect, because it is so early in the 
season and because there are so many 
underclassmen involved in Indoor Track.  
It is hard, Mr. Jacobs said, “to know how 
good everyone will be because there 
are a lot of rookies.”  
    Besides the obstacle of having a lot 
of rookies, there are some other strong 
teams that lie in the way of the Gilman 
Indoor Track team.  Those schools 
include Loyola, Calvert Hall, and 
especially Mt. St. Joe, who is known 
for having a good Indoor Track tradi-
tion and being a perennial champion.  
Other schools, including Spalding and 

Numbers Fall On 
Indoor Track’s Side

BY MICHAEL EISENSTEIN

continued on page 7

MERRY WINTER HOLIDAY OF 
YOUR CHOICE!Peter McCormick ‘04 (near camera) and Austin Hanley ‘05 warm up before 

Varsity Hockey delivered a swift 10-0 defeat of Curley. (Photo by Will     
Perkins)
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