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Congratulations to the Class of 2003!

Upper School Bids 
Farewell to Four      
Faculty Members

Exclusive Interview with 
Carl Ahlgren, New Head of 

College Counseling

Nathalie Geneste of the Modern 
Language Department. (Photo cour-
tesy of Cynosure)

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

BY MICHAEL SILICIANO

    Among the new faces at Gilman next 
year will be Mr. Carl Ahlgren, who will 
come as the new head of College Coun-
seling.  He comes to Gilman from the 
University Liggett School in Michigan, 
where he currently directs their College 
Guidance Office.  

NEWS: How did you find out about 
Gilman, and why did you decide to 
come here? 

MR. AHLGREN: It is fair to say that 
Gilman School is very well known by 
those familiar with independent schools.  
I heard about the position through an 
admissions colleague who was working 
on Gilman’s behalf. The decision was, 
for the most part, very easy.  Gilman 
is what I will call a confident school, a 
place with a solid ‘sense of itself.’  By 
this, I mean that its people -- students, 
teachers, parents -- are rightfully proud 
of their school and what happens in it 
on a day to day basis.  My interviews 
were filled with thoughtful and informed 
questions about college admissions, but 
also about style and school life.  This 
suggested that Gilman was not just look-
ing for a specific person to do a specific 
job, but a new member of the commu-

nity who might contribute to the life of 
the school in many ways.  This attitude 
is harmonious with my own thoughts on 
school and family life.  Finally, Gilman 
seems to be a place were I would be 
pleased and confident to send my own 
sons.  

NEWS: In what ways is Gilman similar to 
and different from your current school? 
Do you anticipate a difficult transition? 

MR. AHLGREN: Both Gilman and ULS 
are filled with bright young people, 
engaging teachers and committed fami-
lies.  Both schools have a commitment 
to creating and sustaining a diverse com-
munity.  Gilman is, of course, a boys’ 
school, while ULS is coed.  Though I 
will likely miss teaching and advising 
young women, as a graduate of an all-
boys school in New York, this is a sort 
of homecoming for me. If the transition 
were not difficult in some way, it would 
be less exciting and appealing.  I look 
forward to the challenges of entering 
a new community and finding ways 
to serve it.  Having said that, I should 
point out that Dr. Harris and the entire 

continued on page 3

    Every society has its cornerstones 
– its backbone – and in the Gilman 
community, it’s the teachers.  It is always 
with a tinge of sorrow that we see such 
crucial components of the successful 
year leave, but it is something that has 
to be dealt with, written off to the inevi-
table change that will come again with 
the passage of another school year.  It is 
the least we can do to take some time to 
remember those people that we know 
will not be back next year.
  Much was asked this year of Ms. 
Geneste. She not only had to cope with 
a new school, but also a new culture. 
Ms. Geneste left her job as an English 
teacher in the southwestern French town 
of Nuy to come to the United States as 

the recipient of a Fulbright international 
exchange grant. She remarked on her 
stay in Baltimore, “The hardest thing 
is the difference in lifestyle.”  Despite 
her previous travels in the States, Ms. 
Geneste was originally a bit daunted by 
the entirely new social code into which 
she entered on July 27, upon her arrival 
in Washington to attend a meeting of all 
the Fulbright exchange partners.  Even 
with the help of her exchange partner 
Ms. Trapp early on, she would not truly 
come to appreciate the brisk American 
tempo until halfway through the school 
year. It was at this point that America 
finally became a place where she could 
truly feel at home. To a French citizen, 
accustomed to the built-in daily leisure 
of conversation over coffee regardless 
of the time of day, the American life-
style appears markedly lacking in “idle 
time.” Ms. Geneste, however, was able 
to come to terms with the fact that 
“being adjusted means you find your 
own space of freedom.”  In her eyes, 
the fundamental challenge encoun-
tered by any traveler is the struggle to 
become “open-minded,” for she insists, 
“all the people you [the foreigner] meet 
are helpful. Everyone can be helpful to 
you if you are open-minded enough.  
It’s just you, the foreigner, – how do 
you react and open your mind?” She 
gained a new appreciation of the 
“little details” around her. Suddenly, a 
colleague’s spontaneous invitation to 
attend a concert, and the kind words 
of the woman checking out the grocer-
ies at the supermarket became all the 
more meaningful.  Likewise, she recalls 

continued on page 8
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   The Gilman News welcomes 
letters to the editor, columns, and 
artwork from Gilman students, 
teachers, faculty, alumni, and 
from the community-at-large. The 
News reserves the right to edit all 
articles for length and grammar. 
Send correspondence to: 
    The Gilman News 
              Gilman School 
         5407 Roland Avenue
     Baltimore, Maryland 21210 
or online to our e-mail address: 
thegilmannews@hotmail.com

5407 Roland 
Avenue

Balto, MD 
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New Honor Code Reforms 
Fail to Address Key Concerns

BY TOM MILLER

Opinion

EDITORS’ CHOICE: 

Best Senior Speakers
   In the past, the editors of the 
Gilman News have voted on the 
best senior speaker.  The abun-
dance of talent this year led the edi-
tors to choose two winners: Daniel 
Blumberg and Manan Shah Daniel’s 
speech was a humorous commen-
tary on the lives most high school 
students live, and it stressed doing 
things for yourself rather than trying 
to satisfy the requests of others.  
We all enjoyed Daniel’s Boy Scout 
anecdote and were impressed by his 
unique delivery style.
   Manan’s speech, on the other 

hand, was a unique blend of philoso-
phy and rock and roll. He imparted 
the audience with the message to 
find a hobby one enjoys and pursue 
it instead of attempting to impress 
friends or girls. 
   The editors also would like to 
voice their admiration for the emo-
tional depth and sincerity expressed 
by Matt Morris and Steven Bressler, 
and the integrity displayed by Peter 
Ahn.  Also, Ross Taylor and Garrett 
Lucas both impressed the audience 
with their risky stunts and use of 
multi-media.   

    Is Gilman a community that truly 
values honor? The occurence of at least 
six suspensions in one year would seem 
to refute the view that it is. It was osten-
sibly to alter this situation that the Honor 
Code Review Committee was convened 
this year. Although admirable in intent, 
the committee’s proposals will not solve 
the problem; indeed, in many respects, 
they will exacerbate it.
    First, perhaps the greatest affront 
to the fabric of the community that 
the new code contains is the stipula-
tion that students must turn in anyone 
whom they know to have committed 
an honor violation, or face disciplin-
ary action themselves. The principle 
alone is offensive - to interpose official 
allegiance into personal relationships 
smacks of a police state mentality. Stu-
dents, furthermore, will rightly disregard 
this new provision, as they have in the 
past.
    Second, the revisions of the code 
ignore calls made over the course of 
this year, by several students – includ-
ing one senior speaker - for a forum for 
redress for inappropriate actions by 
faculty. While it is obviously neither 
practical nor desirable for faculty to 
be disciplined by the Honor Commit-
tee, it is disappointing that the Honor 
Code still speaks of itself as applicable 
to students only. Faculty members are 
part of the Gilman community as well, 
and, as humans, are equally capable of 
unscrupulous actions. They should be 
held, in principle at the very least, to the 

same standards of honor as are those 
they teach.
    Most importantly, we once again urge 
that the Honor Committee abandon its 
destructive policy of secrecy. No real 
level of anonymity can be maintained in 
such a small community; thus keeping 
the facts of a case from the community 
at large only fuels harmful rumors and 
speculation. A more transparent system 
would also serve as a better guarantee 
to fairness; public awareness of pro-
ceedings would give the system a better 
level of consistency – a quality that is 
now sorely lacking. 
Manipulation and misuse of the Honor 
Committee is certainly to be feared. 
Although it may be a crass concern, in 
a time of increasingly competitive and 
frenzied college admissions, an honor 
violation is an indelible black mark on 
a student’s record. On a higher level, 
however, arbitrary, ad hoc use of the 
Honor Council perverts the communi-
ty’s theoretical commitment to moral 
behavior. 
    At Gilman it seems all too often that 
the Honor Code is merely a piece of 
elaborate window dressing de rigeur for 
private schools.  In order for the com-
munity to truly rally behind the abstract 
notion of honor, it is imperative that the 
system for enforcement be perceived 
as fair, effective, and beneficial rather 
than unjust, irrelevant or oppressive.  
Reform is needed, but the proposals of 
the Honor Code Review Committtee do 
not fill the bill.

EDITORIAL

New Leadership for the News
We are pleased to announce the new slate of Gilman News editors for the 2003-
2004 year:

Editor-in-Chief......................................................................Tom Miller
Managing Editor..........................................................Michael Siliciano
Community Editors.............................................................Josh Sweren
                                               Simon Landau
Arts Editor.........................................................................Christian Flow
Sports Editors...................................................................Jordan Tucker
                                         Matt Youn
Business Editor..................................................................Jeremy Batoff
Photo Editor....................................................................Patrick Hudson
Copy Editor............................................................................Peter Jarow 

The Bailliere Room, venue for Honor Committee deliberations, in a rare empty 
moment. (Photo by Tom Miller)
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college guidance staff have made great 
efforts toward a mutually beneficial and 
seamless transition.  

NEWS: As someone new to the school, 
what role do you see yourself playing 
with the upcoming senior class, who 
have already begun the college selec-
tion process? 

MR. AHLGREN: I confess that I have not 
formally identified what my exact role 
will be with the Class of 2004.  Clearly, 
the class has started the process with 
superb advisors who will be in place 
next year.  So, there is no need for 
me to conspicuously insert myself.   I 
would like to get to know, in some way, 
as many of the rising seniors as possible.  
I also need to familiarize myself with 
how Gilman does things. There will be 
a great deal of learning on my part.  I 
see myself asking many questions and 
learning about Gilman’s culture and 
process.

NEWS: Do you have any specific plans 
or goals for next year?  Are there any 
aspects of the Gilman college coun-
seling program that you would like to 
change? 

MR. AHLGREN: Specific, yes; Concrete, 
no.  It would be wonderful if I could 
learn everybody’s name within a month 
or so.  I hope that I can earn the trust 
of your classmates, so that you all feel 
comfortable dropping by the office or 
stopping me in the hall for a chat.  I 
plan to attend many athletic contests 
and arts performances.  I’d like to be 
able to know Gilman so well that I can 
easily relay its many assets and quali-
ties to friends and colleagues around 
the country.

NEWS : As such a large percent of 
Gilman students typically apply for 
early action and early decisions pro-
grams, what is your opinion on such 
programs? Do you think that they in 

    Affirmative Action, or preferential 
treatment given towards African Amer-
icans, Asians, Hispanics, and other 
minorities, has been a controversial 
issue since its inception in the early 
1960’s.  Over the past two decades, 
the number of court cases regarding 
this policy’s applications has grown 
tremendously, and this summer, the 
Supreme Court is set to rule on whether 
affirmative action is legal in educational 
admissions polices.    Luckily, the Court’s 
decision will not likely affect Gilman, 
as it does not give explicit preferential 
treatment to minorities.
    Yet, Gilman’s admission’s office is not 
blind to race when it comes to attracting 
prospective students.  Since the school’s 
mission statement maintains, “Gilman is 
a diverse community,” it becomes the 
job of admissions to ensure that this 
assertion is met, as Head of Admis-
sions Robert Demeule said, “We try 
extremely hard to bring in a mosaic 
of students of various backgrounds.” 
Consequently, Gilman, while attending 
school fairs in Baltimore City to promote 
African American applications, has also 
established ties with the Hispanic com-
munity to raise this group’s representa-
tion. Similar measures include ads in the 
Jewish, Korean, and Catholic Times in 
order to attract these ethnic groups.  
Last year alone, Gilman received appli-
cations from over 220 public, private, 
and religiously oriented schools from 
all over the state of Maryland.  On the 
other hand, Park, a school similar to 
Gilman’s caliber, receives applications 
from Baltimore City and five surround-
ing counties. 
    Once Gilman receives all of the appli-
cations, a selection committee decides 
on which students to admit to Gilman.  
Mr. Demeule’s foremost concern is 
whether a student is able to survive 
Gilman’s heavy workload.  Those stu-
dents who are deemed capable move 
on to the next round of selection, and 
in this step of the admissions’ process, 
Mr. Demeule presents the prospective 
student to the committee.  After discus-
sion, the committee members vote on 
whether to accept him.  Mr. Demeule 
asserted, “We try to make as diverse 
a student body as we can…a patch-
work quilt.”  Thus, being a minority 
can indeed help an individual get into 
Gilman, some years more than others. 
Yet, playing an instrument, or being 
an exemplary athlete or an exemplary 
human being,  can also influence the 
committee.  In addition, Gilman tries 
to accept alumni applicants and those 
students whose families have strong 
connections with Gilman.  When asked 

if race alone can get an individual into 
Gilman, Mr. Demeule replied, “Race, 
or for that matter being a good athlete 
or artist, does not matter if a student 
cannot do the work.”  Consequently, 
Mr. Demeule made it clear that Gilman’s 
first priority is to have an academically 
strong student body.  Additionally, in the 
effort to achieve a strong and diverse 
school, the Gilman admissions commit-
tee is blind to financial need.  As a result, 
there are almost always more people 
accepted than Gilman can afford to pay 
for with its two million dollar financial 
aid budget. Mr. Demeule is disturbed 
by this dilemma and sympathizes with 
those families for whom the tuition costs 
are just too high.
    Overall, though, Gilman has done 
an excellent job of honoring its mission 
statement.  Even without racial quotas 
and other special point systems, roughly 
one third of the incoming freshman class 
will consist of minorities, and 23% of 
the entire school is students of color. 
This statistic is particularly impressive 
considering nearby schools: Friends is 
18% students of color, Park 19%, and 
rival McDonogh 20%.  Regardless of 
what the Supreme Court decides this 
summer, Gilman will continue to have 
a diversified student community.

    This school year, students of the 
class of 2004 had the opportunity to 
participate in the Character Education 
Leadership Program.  Under the guid-
ance of Mrs. Catherine Waugh, the 
members of this program met numer-
ous times during the winter in order 
to learn group facilitation skills geared 
toward lower schoolers.  Mrs. Waugh 
also taught the juniors about various 
aspects of “marginalization”, or the 
process of ignoring others, and ways to 
stop this occurence through the practice 
of tolerance, action, empathy, and other 
means.  
    Once all of the lessons were com-
pleted, Mrs. Waugh divided the mem-
bers of the program into groups of two, 
and each of these groups was assigned 
to facilitate at least three fourth or fifth 
grade classes, where the juniors would 
lead workshops on ways to prevent 
marginalization.  In the workshop 
on tolerance, the juniors showed the 
lower schoolers pictures of physically 
or mentally handicapped individuals 
and then led a discussion based on the 
students’ reactions.  Likewise, in the 
action workshop, the juniors had the 
lower schoolers make posters on how to 
stop marginalization.  After the posters 
were finished, the facilitators selected 
a few students to explain their works of 

art.   
    Mrs. Waugh’s ultimate goal for the 
Character Education leadership Program 
was to stop the cycle of marginalization, 
and while it is still too soon to see this 
effect, there have been several other 
positive outcomes.  When asked about 
the accomplishments of the workshops, 
Mrs. Waugh replied, “The juniors that 
participated in it really developed some 
strong leadership and facilitation skills.  
I also heard and saw how the lower 
school students felt connected to the 
upper school.”  This sentiment was 
echoed by junior facilitator Evan Chriss 
’04 who said, “I thought the Character 
Education Leadership Program was a 
great experience.  I felt like it strength-
ened the relation between the lower 
and upper schools, and it gave me a 
new perspective on what it must be like 
as a lower school teacher.” 
    Next year, Mrs. Waugh plans to 
continue the program with next year’s 
juniors, and use the rising seniors to train 
the new facilitators.  According to Mrs. 
Waugh, “This will add another layer of 
leadership to the program.”  Addition-
ally, next year’s workshops will begin 
at the start of the school year so that 
there are more of them, and the covered 
topics will be expanded. 

any way alter, for better or for worse, a 
student’s senior year?

MR. AHLGREN: I believe that ED and 
EA are good options that are some-
times misused and misunderstood.  I 
am troubled when I hear students say 
something like, “I know I want to apply 
early; I just don’t know where.”  These 
plans are designed for those students 
who have concluded a reasoned and 
informed college search, and as a result, 
have identified the one school that is 
most appealing.  When this happens, 
I am a big fan of ED and EA.  If the 
senior is admitted in mid-December, 
that senior can focus on what really 
counts in school life – learning, creat-
ing, competing, etc. – rather on issues 
exclusively related to ‘getting in.’ Even 
if the news in December is harsh, this 
sting ultimately brings a kind of closure 
to one part of the admission process.  I 
have many other thoughts on ED/EA 
that I am happy to share with all of you 
when time allows.

BY JOSH SWEREN

Juniors Participate in Char-
acter Education Leadership 

Project
BY JOSH SWEREN

New College Counselor Due At Gilman Next Fall
continued from page 1

Gilman’s Brand of Affirmative 
Action Aids Creation of a Diverse 

Community
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ELECTIONS 2003

Isaac Boltansky ‘04 Wins Upper School Presidency; 
Proposed Non-Binding Resolutions Pulled From Ballot

BY PETER JAROW AND JOSH SWEREN

The candidates for school president: from left to right, juniors Pat Hudson, Isaac Boltansky (the victor), and Abraham Choi. (Photos and 
photo illustration by Tom Miller)

    In the past, elections have been little 
more than official popularity contests in 
which candidates make vacuous prom-
ises about no study hall and off-campus 
privileges. Indeed, Guidance Counselor 
Mr. Allan reflects on his years as a stu-
dent at Gilman during the 60’s when the 
president of the school was elected in 
a very “casual” and “informal” process. 
This year, however, marked an shift 
in the election format. Several faculty 
members, led by Dr. Kelly, realized 
the inherent problems in the former 
election process and suggested a new 
format that would provide additional 
forums for the students to get to know 
the ideas and goals of potential leaders. 
Unfortunately, the faculty did not get a 
chance to review all of these changes, 
and Mrs. Turner made the decision to 
withhold one of them, the non-bind-
ing ballot measures, pending discus-

sion among the faculty. Other changes 
helped the students learn more about 
the dandidates for office.
    One assembly was devoted to a  
question-and-answer session moder-
ated by Dr. Thornberry. A series of 
video interviews posted on the Gilman 
News website www.gilmannews.com 
offered further insight into the true 
goals and dedication of the candidates.  
Presidential candidate Patrick Hudson 
commented, “It is always good to know 
the school, no matter what, ends up 
with a good president.” These addi-
tions allowed the younger students to 
get to know the candidates and, con-
sequently, cast a more educated vote. 
Freshman Andrew Clarke remarked 
on the changes. “I had a grasp of their 
goals as president…It helped and was 
a factor, but didn’t determine my vote.” 
Other freshman remarked that these 

amendments to the process helped 
them to understand the personality of 
the different candidates. Sophomore 
Jeremy Batoff mentioned, “It is better 
because you didn’t just see them once 
but actually got a follow up. It was not 
just a prepared speech.” Mr. Schmick 
complimented this new style for elec-
tions as “informative” and especially 
praised the online interviews. 
    Although this process marked great 
progress for the election process, many 
students and faculty see several areas 
where careful scrutiny could take this 
progress to the next level. This year’s 
elections took place during A.P. exams, 
and, hence, many students missed dif-
ferent parts of this tripartite arrangement 
(speeches, question-and-answer, and 
voting). In the newly added ques-
tion-and-answer section, Junior Tim 
Douglas, among others, proposed that 

a student moderate, as opposed to a fac-
ulty member, since the ultimate decision 
lies with the students. Sophomore Brian 
Kim and Junior David Donahoo found 
the question-and-answer session to be 
“informal” and “on the spot.” 
    Although this year’s election pro-
cess is not without its shortcomings, it  
marks a watershed moment as the stu-
dents’ voice will be better represented 
around school in years to come. Careful 
observation and constructive criticism 
will be necessary from future students.  
Junior Zach Shepard stated, “It is a big 
step up, but we still have a long way 
to go.” Newly elected President of the 
school Isaac Boltansky observed, “This 
year was much better, but I still think 
we need to spend more time discuss-
ing school issues and what the school 
president can accomplish.”
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    The reaction to this year’s class 
elections was more negative than that 
for school president. Although many 
students recognize elections as a duty 
to their class and school, others see 
the elections as a superficial excercise, 
in effect, a formal popularity contest. 
Sophomore Peter Blue commented 
on the former, “The election process 
was tedious but had to be done.” Too 
many candidates, too many voters, 
and too little time combined to make 
some students annoyed. Junior Jeffrey 
Seibert remarked, “The elections grew 
so frustratingly inefficient that juniors 
gave up taking the process seriously.” 
Some Juniors, exasperated with the 
convoluted process or the quality of 
candidates, ripped up their ballots or 
left them blank.  Another controversial 
topic pertains to speeches. Although the 
freshman and sophomore classes held 
speeches for the presidential position, 
the faculty advisors of the junior class 
forewent this process.  Junior Colin 
Deering commented, “there is little 
that speeches could do to change my 
opinion especially from my peers who 
ramble on in the junior room anyway.” 
Others thought speeches in the junior 

class would have illuminated the per-
spectives of some of the candidates and 
helped students make choices.
   Moreover, the exact role of the 
president, besides organizing dances, 
still remains murky to a majority of the 
student populace. Freshman President 
John Williams stated that the role of class 
president chiefly lies in dances. “I’m will-
ing to give myself 
for class dances 
and spend Friday 
nights planning for 
dances…money is 
the key issue.” Sev-
eral students noted 
the excessive con-
sideration given to 
popularity instead 
of merit. Hesitantly, 
freshman Kevin 
Doyle remarked, 
“Our class elections 
were basically a 
popularity contest.” 
Several juniors and 
sophomores agreed 
with this viewpoint 
and qualif ied the 
class elections as 

“jokes.”
    On the other side of the spectrum, 
students described the elections as valid 
exercises of democracy and praised the 
abilities of their presidents. Freshman 
Chris Mason said, “John, Colin, and 
Cooper [leaders of the rising sophomore 
class] are well suited to do an excellent 
job.” The determination of the newly 

elected leaders bodes well for future 
years. President of the rising senior class 
Stuart Kameen resolutely stated, “I want 
to be able to know that we can change 
things.” Similarly, President of the school 
Isaac Boltansky commented with great 
hope, “I look forward to creating a 
better environment and community for 
the school.”

Class Elections Bring Opti-
mism to Underclassmen and 

Frustration to Juniors
BY PETER JAROW AND JOSH SWEREN

COMPLETE ELECTION 
RESULTS

President of the School.....................Isaac Boltansky
Judiciary Committee.............................Alan Alegado
             Drum Rice
12th Grade
President.............................................Stuart Kameen
Vice-President......................................Mac Williams
Secretary......................................................Alex Cole
Treasurer................................................Zach Chissell

11th Grade
President.....................................................Paul Stack
Vice-President..........................................Alex Janian
Secretary/Treasurer...............................Matt Bressler

10th Grade
President...............................................John Williams
Vice-President............................................Colin Rice
Secretary/Treasurer.................................Cooper Hitt

Stuart Kameen, president of the senior class. (Photo by Tom Miller)

 Cooper Hitt, John Williams, Colin Rice. (L-R) (Photo by Tom Miller)
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2002-2003 Awards
THE  BROWN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI BOOK AWARD IS PRESENTED 
TO THAT MEMBER OF THE JUNIOR CLASS WHO BEST COMBINES A 
HIGH DEGREE OF ABILITY IN ENGLISH  EXPRESSION, BOTH WRIT-
TEN AND SPOKEN, WITH THOSE PERSONAL QUALITIES WHICH 
GIVE PROMISE.................................................................Michael Siliciano

THE PRINCETON MATH PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT BOY WHO 
PRESENTS THE BEST PAPER IN A SPECIAL MATH EXAMINATION SET 
BY THE MATH DEPARTMENT.................................................Kyle Waters

THE ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOOK AWARD 
IS PRESENTED TO AN OUTSTANDING FIFTH FORMER WHO POS-
SESSES A LOVE OF READING, AN EXEMPLARY ENTHUSIASM FOR 
LEARNING, AND AN EAGERNESS TO PURSUE UNDERSTANDING 
THROUGH DISCUSSION........................................................Peter Jarow

THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA JEFFERSON BOOK AWARD IS TO 
GO TO THE FIFTH FORMER WHOSE EXTRAORDINARY ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT, EXTRACURRICULAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, INTEG-
RITY, AND CHARACTER MARK HIM AS ONE OF SOCIETY’S FUTURE 
LEADERS......................................................................................Will Shock

THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE BOOK PRIZE IS GIVEN TO THAT STUDENT 
IN THE JUNIOR CLASS WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE IN HIS STUDIES AND WHO HAS EXHIBITED THE BEST 
COMBINATION OF INTEREST IN AND UNDERSTANDING OF  AMERI-
CAN HISTORY......................................................................... Josh Sweren

THE YALE BOOK PRIZE IS GIVEN ANNUALLY TO A MEMBER OF THE 
JUNIOR CLASS WHOSE HELPFULNESS AND SERVICE HAVE CON-
TRIBUTED TO THE WELFARE OF THE SCHOOL...........Isaac Boltansky

THE HARVARD BOOK PRIZE IS PRESENTED BY THE HARVARD 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  TO THAT FIFTH FORMER WHO IS DEEMED 
BY THE FACULTY TO BE MOST WORTHY BY REASON OF HIGH 
SCHOLARSHIP AND CHARACTER..........................................Tom Miller

THE CULVER MEMORIAL FOOTBALL CUP IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE BEST VARSITY FOOTBALL PLAYER, IN THE OPINION OF THE 
COACHING STAFF.............................Victor Abiamiri, Ambrose Wooden     
  
THE C.B. ALEXANDER, JR. WRESTLING CUP IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE BEST VARSITY WRESTLER....................................Patrick Benitez
 
THE EDWARD T. RUSSELL WRESTLING TROPHY IS AWARDED ANNU-
ALLY TO THE VARSITY WRESTLER WHO SCORES THE MOST POINTS 
IN THE MIAA WRESTLING TOURNAMENT........................Ben Dunning
   
THE CLASS OF ’39 BASKETBALL TROPHY IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE VARSITY BASKETBALL PLAYER WHO BEST COMBINES FAIR 
PLAY, LEADERSHIP, AND SKILL.................Victor Abiamiri, Luke Wilson

THE TYLER CAMPBELL LACROSSE CUP IS AWARDED ANNUALLY TO 
THE MOST VALUABLE PLAYER TO HIS TEAM WHO HAS EXHIBITED 
LEADERSHIP AND TRUE SPORTSMANSHIP THROUGHOUT THE 
SEASON........................................Grant Zimmerman, Gentry Fitzpatrick

THE ALUMNI BASEBALL CUP IS AWARDED TO THE BASEBALL PLAYER 
WHO HAS BEEN OF THE GREATEST SERVICE TO HIS TEAM
................................Allen Barrett, Ethan Weitzman, Ambrose Wooden

THE C. DAVID HARRIS, JR. TENNIS AWARD  IS GIVEN TO THE VAR-
SITY PLAYER WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED THE MOST TO HIS TEAM
........................................................................................................Rohit Rao

THE CREIGHTON HOCKEY AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE MEMBER 
OF THE VARSITY HOCKEY TEAM WHO BEST COMBINES ABILITY, 
SPORTSMANSHIP, AND TEAM PLAY..........Greg Sclama, Mac Williams

THE SQUASH AWARD, ESTABLISHED IN 1999, IS AWARDED TO THAT 
MEMBER OF THE VARSITY SQUASH TEAM WHO, IN THE OPINION 
OF THE COACHING STAFF, HAS MADE THE GREATEST CONTRIBU-
TION TO THE TEAM IN TERMS OF SPORTSMANSHIP, LEADERSHIP, 
AND PERFORMANCE IN COMPETITION.....Max Dalury, Will Rienhoff

THE DONALD HOFFMAN MEMORIAL CROSS COUNTRY CUP IS 
AWARDED TO THAT BOY  WHO, IN THE OPINION OF THE COACH, 
HAS BEST COMBINED BOTH EFFORT AND ACHIEVEMENT IN THAT 
SPORT...........................................................................................Will Shock

THE FRANK W. ANDREWS, JR. GOLF TROPHY IS AWARDED TO THE 
GOLFER WHO HAS BEST EXHIBITED LOYALTY, DEDICATION, AND 
ENTHUSIASM DURING THE SEASON...............................Jon Startzman

THE DR. PHILIP WHITTLESEY SOCCER TROPHY IS AWARDED TO THE 
SOCCER PLAYER WHO HAS MADE THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE TEAM...............................Z. Ross Fragapane, Will Schoeberlein 

THE ALFRED H. WEEMS, JR. MEMORIAL TRACK AWARD IS AWARDED 
TO THE TOP ACHIEVING JUNIOR OR SENIOR IN TRACK                    
 ............................................................................................Victor Abiamiri

THE MARGARET V. PERIN SWIMMING AWARD IS AWARDED TO 
VARSITY SWIMMER WHO HAS SHOWN THE GREATEST IMPROVE-
MENT AND MOST CONSISTENT EFFORT........Chris Morrow, Alan Wu

THE INDOOR TRACK AWARD  IS AWARDED TO THAT MEMBER 
OF THE INDOOR TRACK TEAM WHO, IN THE OPINION OF THE 
COACHING STAFF, HAS MADE THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE TEAM IN TERMS OF SPORTSMANSHIP, LEADERSHIP AND PER-
FORMANCE IN COMPETITION................................................Tap Kolkin

THE EVANS DIVING AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE DIVER WHO 
CONSISTENTLY SEEKS TO PERFECT THE ART OF DIVING..Doug Scott

THE WATER POLO AWARD IS AWARDED TO THAT MEMBER OF THE 
VARSITY WATER POLO TEAM WHO BEST DISPLAYS OUTSTANDING 
LEADERSHIP, SKILL, AND TEAM PLAY.......Gibbs Burke, Slavik Shparaga

THE C. MARKLAND KELLEY, JR. ATHLETIC SERVICE AWARD IS 
AWARDED TO THE STUDENT WHO HAS BEST DEMONSTRATED 
OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTIC IN RENDERING SERVICE TO THE 
SCHOOL’S ATHLETIC AND/OR PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM.  
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA FOR SELECTION ARE USED: LEADER-
SHIP, PROMOTION OF ATHLETICS WITHIN THE SCHOOL, TEAM-
WORK, SPORTSMANSHIP, AND SCHOLARSHIP...................Tap Kolkin
 
THE LEWIS OMER WOODWARD AWARD  IS GIVEN TO THE MEMBER 
OF THE THIRD FORM WHO REVEALED IN LARGEST MEASURE 
QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP, ENTHUSIASM, AND LOYALTY
.................................................................................................John Williams

THE THOMAS G. HARDIE III AWARD IS GIVEN TO THE FOURTH 
FORMER WHO GIVES OF HIMSELF WITHOUT BEING ASKED, 
WHO HAS THE COURAGE TO STAND UP AND LIVE BY WHAT HE 
BELIEVES, AND WHO, EVEN AT AN EARLY AGE, IS DEDICATED TO 
HELPING OTHERS........................................................Noel Fetting-Smith

THE ARMSTRONG PRIZE FOR POETRY AND PROSE  IS GIVEN TO THE 
BOYS WHO HAVE WRITTEN THE BEST IMAGINATIVE PROSE AND 
THE BEST LYRIC POETRY FOR THE SCHOOL’S LITERARY MAGAZINE 
FOR PROSE: ............Paul Wallace, FOR POETRY:............. Chris Skelton
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THE CAMERON DEBATING MEDALLION IS GIVEN FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN DEBATING......................................................................Steven Bressler

THE MRS. J. CROSSAN COOPER DEBATING CUP IS GIVEN TO THE 
MEMBERS OF THE WINNING TEAM IN THE FINAL DEBATE
.........................................................Jake Baker, Jon Chapper, Sounok Sen

THE JOHN M.T. FINNEY, SR., DEBATING MEDALLION IS PRESENTED 
TO THE TWO BOYS JUDGED TO HAVE DELIVERED THE BEST 
DEBATES IN FINAL DEBATE, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE OUTCOME
BEST SPEAKER: .......Steven Bressler, SECOND BEST:......... Jon Chapper

THE ELIZABETH WOOSLEY GILMAN PRIZE IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE BOY IN ONE OF THE THREE UPPER FORMS WHO PASSES 
THE BEST EXAMINATION ON BOOKS, THE READING OF WHICH 
IS NOT REQUIRED AS PART OF THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM.  A 
SECOND PRIZE IS GIVEN TO THE BOY IN THE THIRD OR FOURTH 
FORM WHO SHOWS THE BEST CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF THE 
BOOKS DESIGNATED
SENIOR: .........................Tom Miller, JUNIOR: .........................Paul Huber
 
THE ALEX RANDALL, JR., MEMORIAL PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT 
BOY WHO HAS BEEN OUTSTANDING FOR HIS INTEREST IN AND 
CONTRIBUTION TO LITERARY AND PUBLICATION ACTIVITIES
.............................................................Sam Klein, Alex Forbes, Tom Miller

THE SIXTH FORM SPEAKING PRIZES ARE AWARDED TO THE BEST 
TWO SIXTH FORM SPEAKERS
BEST SPEAKER: .....................................................................Kareem Shaya
SECOND SPEAKER: ........................................................Arup Chakrabarti

THE D.K. ESTE FISHER NATURE STUDY AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE 
BOY WHO, AS EVIDENCED BY HIS STUDY, READING, AND ACTIVI-
TIES, HAS SHOWN A HIGH LEVEL OF INTEREST AND UNDERSTAND-
ING OF LIVING THINGS...........................................................Alex Gold

THE JANVIER SCIENCE PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT FIFTH OR SIXTH 
FORMER WHO HAS EVIDENCED INTEREST AND ABILITY OF HIGH 
ORDER IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE.....................................Amol Narang

THE RICHARD O’BRIEN PRIZE FOR PROFICIENCY IN FRENCH IS PRE-
SENTED TO THE BOY IN THE ADVANCED FRENCH CLASS DEEMED 
MOST PROFICIENT IN FRENCH.............................................. Tom Miller

THE EDWARD T. RUSSELL LATIN PRIZES ARE AWARDED TO MEM-
BERS OR THE JUNIOR OR SENIOR CLASS DEEMED TO BE MOST 
PROFICIENT IN LATIN......................................................................Jon Lin

THE CLIFFORD E. TAGGART SPANISH PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THE 
STUDENT WHO, BY HIS PROFICIENCY AND ENTHUSIASM, HAS 
CONTRIBUTED TO THE STUDY OF SPANISH AT GILMAN...Alex Gold
 
THE HERBERT E. PICKETT PRIZE FOR GENERAL PROFICIENCY IN HIS-
TORY GOES TO THE BOY WHO HAS SHOWN THE GREATEST GEN-
ERAL INTEREST AND PROFICIENCY IN HISTORY AS DISPLAYED NOT 
ONLY IN THE CLASSROOM BUT OUTSIDE AS WELL...........Tap Kolkin

THE CLEVELAND ESSAY PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT MEMBER OF 
THE TWO UPPER FORMS WHO SUBMITS THE BEST WRITTEN DIS-
CUSSION OR ESSAY ON SOME CURRENT ASPECT OF DEMOCRACY 
............................................................................................Michael Siliciano

THE HAROLD HOLMES WRENN ART PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THE 
JUNIOR OR SENIOR, WHO IS JUDGED TO BE MOST DESERVING 
FOR HIS WORK IN ART..........................................................Paul Wallace

THE CLASS OF 1952 DRAMA PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT STUDENT 
WHO HAS SHOWN EXCEPTIONAL INTEREST AND APTITUDE IN 
DRAMATICS DURING HIS SCHOOL CAREER
................................................................Arup Chakrabarti, Thomas Mayer

THE DOROTHY BENJAMIN CARUSO MUSIC AWARD IS GIVEN TO 
THE JUNIOR OR SENIOR WHO, WITH DEDICATED ENDEAVOR AND 
RESPONSE TO TEACHING, HAS ACHIEVED A SUPERIOR UNDER-
STANDING OF THE ART OF MUSIC.....................................Andrew Kim

THE ANNE GORDON BALDWIN MUSIC AWARD IS AWARDED TO 
THE BOY WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED EXCEPTIONAL TALENT IN 
PERFORMANCE OF MUSIC................................................... Andrew Wu
  
THE ANDREW MITCHELL RITCHIE AWARD IS PRESENTED TO THE 
UPPER SCHOOL STUDENT WHO COMPOSES AN ANTHEM SUITABLE 
FOR PERFORMANCE AT THE SCHOOL’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CON-
CERT  ........................................................................................James Apgar
    
THE GILMAN PARENTS ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARD IS PRESENTED TO THE UNDERCLASSMAN WHO HAS EXEM-
PLIFIED THE SPIRIT OF HUMANITY AND COMMITMENT TO OTHERS 
AND WHO IS DEEMED BY THE FACULTY TO HAVE FULFILLED TO 
THE HIGHEST DEGREE THE PURPOSE AND IDEALS OF THE PRO-
GRAM ...............................................................................Michael Siliciano

THE LOUIS DAVIDOV MEMORIAL SERVICE AWARD IS AWARDED TO 
THE SENIOR DEEMED MOST WORTHY BY REASON OF FAITHFUL 
AND UNSELFISH SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY...............Sounok Sen

THE SCOTT B. DEUTSCHMAN TEAMMATE AWARD, ESTABLISHED 
IN 2003, IS GIVEN BY THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF SCOTT 
DEUTSCHMAN, A MEMBER OF THE CLASS OF 1989, WHO DIED 
SUDDENLY OF A HEART ATTACK IN THE FALL OF 2002. THE AWARD 
IS GIVEN TO A MEMBER OF THE SENIOR CLASS WHO HAS DEM-
ONSTRATED, THROUGHOUT HIS GILMAN CAREER, DEDICATION 
TO RELATIONSHIPS WITH TEAMMATES, AND A SELFLESS COM-
MITTMENT TO TEAMWORK, TEAM UNITY, AND TEAM SUCCESS, 
QUALITIES THAT WERE UNFAILINGLY CHARACTERISTIC OF SCOTT 
DEUTSCHMAN......................................................................Marlon White
 
THE WILLIAM CABELL BRUCE, JUNIOR, ATHLETIC PRIZE IS 
AWARDED ANNUALLY TO THE BOY MOST CONSPICUOUS FOR 
GENERAL PROFICIENCY IN ATHLETIC SPORTS AND EXERCISES 
..............................................................Victor Abiamiri, Ambrose Wooden

THE DANIEL BAKER, JR. MEMORIAL AWARD IS GIVEN TO A SENIOR 
WHO, THROUGH THOUGHTFULNESS AND BY REASON OF HIS 
CHARACTER, HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE WELFARE OF HIS FELLOW 
MAN..............................................................................................Tap Kolkin

THE EDWARD FENIMORE AWARD IS CONFERRED UPON THE 
SENIOR WHO HAS BEST EXEMPLIFIED THE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
COURAGE, DETERMINATION, PERSEVERANCE, AND ACCOMPLISHM
ENT.........................................................Kareem Shaya, Ambrose Wooden

THE PETER PARROTT BLANCHARD AWARD IS AWARDED TO THAT 
BOY WHO BY HIS CHEERFUL HELPFULNESS IN MANY WAYS HAS 
GREATLY CONTRIBUTED TO SUCCESSFUL AND PLEASANT LIFE IN 
THE SCHOOL................................................ Scott Kidder, Marlon White

THE REDMOND C.S. FINNEY AWARD IS GIVEN TO THAT UPPER 
SCHOOL STUDENT WHO HAS DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF, 
THROUGH ACTION AND EXAMPLE, BY ENCOURAGING HAR-
MONY THROUGH HIS DEDICATION TO AND PRACTICE OF THOSE 
HUMAN VALUES NECESSARY TO ELIMINATE RACISM, PREJUDICE, 
AND INTOLERANCE................................................................ Matt Morris

THE WILLIAM A. FISHER MEDALLION IS GIVEN TO THAT BOY WHO 
HAS RENDERED THE HIGHEST SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL BY LEAD-
ERSHIP BASED ON THE INFLUENCE OF HIS CHARACTER
.......................................................................................................Peter Ahn
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with a bright smile the time she went to 
a bagel shop and the man behind the 
counter spoke French to her. Plans for 
the remaining time before her departure 
include participating in the senior prom 
and more traveling – spending four 
weeks on the road between Milwaukee 
and Seattle with her daughter Ariane. 
Indeed, Ms. Geneste’s message, to the 
many young people she has become 

acquainted with over the past year, is 
to “travel when you’re young – I really 
do believe this is the best way to learn 
more…about yourself and the people 
around you.” 
    Yet another faculty member whose 
presence we were only able to enjoy 
for a single year, Ms. Fitzgibbon will be 
on the faculty at the Park School next 
year.  A former GED instructor at a social 
services agency in Waverly, Maryland, 
Ms. Fitzgibbon received a call at the end 

of July 2002 informing her of an open 
position in the Gilman history depart-
ment. Looking back upon this year, she 
fondly remembers the times when “class 
discussions clicked” and “students got 
inspired to think on a higher level.” The 
part of the Gilman experience that she 
says she will miss the most is “the stu-
dents.” Despite its trite ring, she insists 
that she is “sorry to be leaving the stu-

dents” - a reality that is 
making her last week on 
the faculty “very hard.” 

Even in the 
face of her 
departure, 
however, Ms. 
Fitzgibbon 
looks with some anticipation towards 
her future at the Park School. This 
environment is familiar to her through 
previous dealings with the school. She 
is also pleased that she will be joining 
her two sons, who next year will enter 
the first and seventh grades at Park. 
    Mr. Alex Vishio has had a great deal 

of experience with Gilman. After attend-
ing Gilman as a student, he came back 
to Gilman as a Cooper Fellow in 1994, 
(while an undergraduate) teaching 1st 
and 2nd year Latin during the one-year 
internship. It was natural for him to 
accept a position when the phone call 
came from a short-handed Latin depart-
ment in late spring of 2002.  Simply put, 
teaching was “a good fit” for him this 
year, based on his availability and his 
prior experience at Gilman. He real-
ized early in the school year, however, 

that he would 
leave Gilman 
after this year. 
Having taken 
four years of 
Latin in high 
school and 
having been 
required to 
keep up with 
the subject 
as a function 

of his theological and 
ethical studies at the 
University, the lan -
guage lends itself well 
to being the basis of his 
teaching career. While 
the day-to-day inter-
action with students is 
thoroughly enjoyable, 
he felt somewhat rest-
less being away from 
the focus of his passion and hard work 
for the last several years – his disser-
tation, of which he says, “I’ve put so 
much time into it that at this point I’d 
like to see it through.” Certainly, while 
he knows he will miss the students he 
has worked with, he will never lose his 
memories of the last year, particularly 
that of the freshman basketball team. 
He remarked, “if there’s anything close 
to being a perfect season, [the 2003 
Fresh/Soph season] was a perfect 
season.”Until his return to the University 
of Chicago in August, he plans to pass 
the days tutoring at the Gilman summer 
session and beginning serious research 
on his dissertation. As to the future, Mr. 
Vishio commented, “If they [Gilman 
administration] want me back, and if 
things don’t work out for me teaching 
at a collegiate or graduate level, I’d like 
to teach at the high school level, and I’d 

be honored if I could have that chance 
at Gilman.”                   
Having had the longest run at Gilman 
of any of the departing teachers, Ms. 
Williams will be leaving the school 
after three years as a member of the 
faculty. She will follow her husband, an 
MD/PhD, has been accepted for a job in 
Boston, where he will be doing medical 
research at Harvard, while Ms. Williams 
teaches at St. Mark’s school. She left 
her position as a lab-tech researching 
cerebral and vascular strokes at Johns 
Hopkins to teach here, and has vastly 
enjoyed the experience. Upon joining 
the Gilman faculty, teaching at the high 
school level seemed, at that point, to be 
a “fun option,” but the actual instruc-
tional experience was scant, compris-
ing of some tutoring at Bryn Mawr and 
what she describes as her true “claim 
to fame” – a position as the tutor of 
Kate Bosworth, the youthful actress, 
who starred in “Young Americans,” a 
locally filmed television program. Her 

transition into the Gilman community, 
however, would not have been so easy 
were it not for the “warm and welcom-
ing students and faculty.”  Appropriately, 
it is the people, the students and faculty 
that she believes she will miss the most. 
She says, “I really like the people here…
Thanks to all the faculty.”  And, as with 
Mr. Vishio, we should not completely 
discount our hopes for Ms. Williams’ 
return as she hopefully adds, “I would 
love to come back.  My husband’s job 
is for three years, and we have plans to 
move back to Baltimore, so I hope the 
science department holds my spot.”                  
    Though these teachers will no 
longer be recognized as members of 
the Gilman faculty, they will always 
be a part of the larger community, for 
their sacrifices and efforts in pursuit of 
the interests of the school have been 
invaluable.

The News Remembers Leaving Teachers
continued from page 1

Pamela Fitzgibbon of the History Depart-
ment. (Photo courtesy of Cynosure)

Alex Vishio of the Classics Department. 
(Photo courtesy of Cynosure)

Meghan Williams of the Science Department. 
(Photo courtesy of Cynosure)
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Wall Mural 
Comes Alive In 

Carey Hall

Photo-Feature

After giving an assembly, Mr. Kevin Labadie led an effort to create 
a new Gilman mural with the help of art teacher Mr. Karl Con-
nolly. Students put forth enormous dedication in order to complete 
the mural by the end of the school. Even seniors on encounter and 
recently graduated students came back to help. Next fall, students 
can look forward to seeing the finished mural that now adorns the 
central stairwell between the second and third floor. Below, artists 
(clockwise from top left) Bob Laws ‘04, John Allen ‘03, Karl Con-
nolly, Kevin Labadie, Louis Young ‘04, and Zach Chissell ‘04 pose. 
Below right, painting materials. (Photos by Amy Huntoon-Per-
kins)  Top right, the finished product. (Photo by Cesare Ciccanti)
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    When the beginning of the year 
rolls around, it is not returning to 
school that excites some students, but 
it is the athletic competition that lies in 
store for them as they return from the 
summer’s 3-month long hiatus. Sports 
start earlier than the academic year in 
most cases, and this is because sports 
are such an integral part of the Gilman 
community. Students return to school 
in hopes of making the Varsity soccer 
team or leading their JV football team 
to a championship. This past year’s fall 
season was just another example of the 
excited sentiment that comes along with 
returning to sports after the summer’s 
break.
    In 2001, the Gilman athletic commu-
nity only put forth four interscholastic 
sports, but that would soon change due 
to the hard work and commitment of 
the Middle School’s Mr. Gabbey. Stem-
ming from nothing but a passion for the 
game, Mr. Gabbey proposed the idea 
of an interscholastic volleyball team at 
Gilman. The idea passed, and Gilman 
was successful in adding yet another 
fine athletic team to its already-promi-
nent program.
    Needless to say, Mr. Gabbey rounded 

up a somewhat small group of students 
from every grade of the upper school 
and put together what would prove to 
be a humble but helpful season. The 
group came together for the first time 
early in the year and began practicing 
in anticipation of their first scrimmage. 
Although the team lost, it was not a sign 
of bad things to come; actually, it was 
quite the contrary. The team continued 
to make leaps of improvement through-
out the year, and they ended strong with 
their only win of the season coming in 
the last game of the season. The team, 
very young and inexperienced still, is 
looking forward to competing in the 
league next year. 
    Rising junior Eddie Bennett said this 
about the improvement of the volleyball 
team, “Our senior leadership and Mr. 
Gabbey’s coaching skills helped to lead 
us in the right direction this year and will 
in the years to come.”
    Although there was an addition to 
Gilman’s athletic department in vol-
leyball this year, the other established 
teams played through the best of times 
and the worst of times. The cross-coun-
try team was one of the aforementioned 
struggling teams. With a seemingly poor 

The Year on  the Fields...
A FULL-YEAR UPPER SCHOOL 

SPORTS RETROSPECTIVE

record of 1-6 to end the season, the 
cross-country team had an off year. 
While the talent may have been there, 
injuries sidelined starters, and the team 
just couldn’t muster up good enough 
efforts to place better in their events. 
However, the team will put that all 
behind them, and next year they look to 
come out stronger than ever with a core 
of young runners.   Next year look for 
senior Will Shock and the Benitez twins 
(’05) to step into leadership roles.
    Another promising program is the 
water polo team. The team, coming 
off a disappointing season, had a 
shockingly good year, finishing with a 
winning record (7-3 in division, 11-9 
overall). Rising senior Tom Miller said 
this about his fall’s water polo team, 
“We really had to work hard to realize 
our potential in a tough conference.”  
The team, led by seniors Gibbs Burke 
and Slavik Shparaga, had many tour-
naments, the best of which being the 
MIAA championship. The team beat 
McDonogh in convincing fashion but 
could not seal the deal in the champi-
onship game against Calvert Hall. The 
team, seemingly on the rise, looks to 

rising seniors Alan Wu and Yuyu Zhang 
in their leadership roles next year.
    Just as the water polo team is on the 
rise, so is the Gilman soccer program. 
The Varsity and JV, having won each of 
their respective MIAA championships 
the year before, moved up from the B 
to the A-Conference. This year was, in 
essence, a transition year from the mag-
nificent year before into a much more 
challenging year this year. Although the 
team finished with a less-than-medio-
cre record of 2-12-2, it could only be 
expected from a team moving into a 
harder division. The team is stacked 
with talent for years to come with the 
outstanding rising Juniors and Seniors. 
One of the rising juniors, Will Schoe-
berlein, who led the team in scoring 
this past year, had this to say about the 
team’s troubles, “It was our first year in 
the A conference, and it was a little dif-
ficult as a team to get on par, with the 
quickness of play and skill as teams like 
Loyola and McDonogh who are always 
strong A conference contenders.”
    The JV soccer team, who also moved 
from the B to A Division, may have 
overcome the challenge of the upper 

BY REDMOND FARHA, SIMON LANDAU, AND 
MATT YOUN

Fall Season

Zach Goldberg ‘04, Varsity Soccer, kicks the ball. (Photo courtesy of Cyno-
sure)

Ambrose Wooden ‘03 pulls off a strong throw for Varsity Football. (Photo 
courtesy of Cynosure)
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echelon a little better than the Varsity 
team. Their record was not great, but 
the team established itself in a tough 
league. The Fresh/Soph soccer team 
shared the same type of season as 
the JV and Varsity. While each team 
had losing records, the talent pool of 
Gilman soccer continues to get deeper 
and deeper. Expect Gilman soccer to be 
on the rise again soon. 
    Each of the teams previously listed 
may be starting a journey to establishing 
great athletic feats, but the team that 
still epitomizes what Gilman sports is all 
about is the football program. It seems 
that Gilman has a consistently good 
team, year in and year out. This year 
was no different. The Varsity team, in 
true Gilman football fashion, went unde-
feated not only in the league but also in 
their whole schedule. The team faced 
many challenges this year but overcame 
them all to capture the championship. 
They are sad to part ways with talented 
seniors Victor Abiamiri and Ambrose 
Wooden, who will both move on to 
college football careers at Notre Dame, 
as well as many others who deserve 
much credit for helping the team’s suc-
cess; however, the team’s talent pool is 
incredibly deep with rising outstanding 
athletes like seniors Nate Hummel, Jerry 
Jones, and Dave Caperna, and the team 
expects to be in championship form 
next year, as well.
    It seems that along with many of the 
other fall teams, the JV football team 
is starting fresh with a very young and 
talented team. The team finished with a 
so-so record, but their year was some-
what successful because it was a good 
foreshadowing on the talent of Gilman’s 
underclassmen. The offensive backfield 
was filled by three Freshmen, Marco 
Simmons, Quarterback, David Johnson, 
Halfback, and Brian Carroll, Fullback. 
A young core of players also led the 
defense, and the team expects to be 
full of talent next year. The Fresh/Soph 
team did not enjoy quite a successful 
season with their 0-4 record, but the 
team, led by Coach Julius, was not given 
a sufficient chance to prove itself with 
only four total games as opposed to the 
eight played by the JV team. Gilman’s 
football program looks forward to next 
year when many young athletes will 
step up and fill the roles of departing 
seniors.
    The fall season was a glorious one, 
indeed, with new teams being started 
and classic teams returning to cham-

pionship form. There is definitely a 
future for Gilman Volleyball because of 
Mr. Gabbey’s fine coaching ability. The 
Soccer team, having been adjusted to A 
division ball after this season of struggle, 
will make a strong comeback next year. 
The water polo team enjoyed the most 
success it has had in a very long time, 
and many of the key players are return-
ing next year. The Cross Country team, 
coming off a slow year, looks for revival 
next year from a very athletic upcoming 
Freshman class. Finally, the Football pro-
gram, omnipotent in itself, should play 
up to their fullest ability and, in the 
opinions of all Gilman students, taste 
success again. With all its success and 
promise for the future, the fall season 
was truly one to be celebrated.

The Year on  the Fields...

Winter Season

Will Rienhoff ‘04 goes wild on the squash court. (Photo courtesy of Cyno-
sure)

    Years from now, the winter of 2002-
2003 at Gilman will be best remem-
bered for the treacherous blizzards that 
caused the loss of many school days, but 
it should also be remembered for the 
notable accomplishments achieved by 
the athletic teams of that season.  
    First and foremost of all the teams in 
performance was JV Basketball, who, 
with Coach Christian, pulled through 
an early struggle in the season to 
mesh into a playoff-caliber team and 
championship contender.  Following a 
3-4 start, the team went on a 15-2 run 
heading into the playoffs, in which the 
team ensured their success with a 55-41 
win over Severn.  In the championship 
final, the team suffered a tough 57-56 
overtime loss, but it was clear that the 
numbers on the scoreboard did not dis-
tinguish a winner from a loser.  Varsity 
Basketball, headed by Coach Jordan, 
had a sound season that was ended in 
the semifinals of the MIAA Playoffs.  The 
team went 17-13, fighting tough until a 
semifinal loss to St. Mary’s.  Junior Kyle 
Blackman noted, “Seniors Luke Wilson, 
Victor Abiamiri, and Allen Barrett were 
key parts in the success of our team this 
season, but we have a bright future with 
rising underclassmen.”
    In a year that some may call a down-
hill year, after the superb showing of 
last year’s undefeated team, Varsity 
Squash gave a bold effort with Coach 
Doherty at the helm.  Despite the losses 
of nationally ranked Jake Himmelrich 

Mark Rohde ‘03 takes a shot for Varsity Basketball. (Photo courtesy of Cyno-
sure)

Congratulations to All 
Graduating Athletes!

continued on page 12
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and Jon Minkowski, the team rebuilt 
and fought tough to hustle to an 8-2-1 
record.  Junior Dan Latshaw mentioned, 
“The senior leadership and sheer deter-
mination of Brady McInnes and other 
seniors led the team in another year of 
being among the best teams in the Mid-
Atlantic.”  Unfortunately, the annual 
Mid-Atlantic Tournament was cancelled 
due to snow, so the team was not able to 
defend their past year’s championship.  
Varsity Swimming also enjoyed a mod-
estly successful season, placing sixth in 
the MIAA Championship with Coach 
Brooks.  The season was marked by a 
top-notch effort by junior diver Doug 
Scott, who won the MIAA Diving Cham-
pionship and the Eastern Diving Cham-
pionship.  In addition, great individual 
swimming performances came from 
swimmers Yuchi Zhang, Chris Morrow, 
and Alan Wu.  This year also saw the 
reemergence of the JV Swimming team.  
The team is suffering few losses and 
looks to improve on this foundation of 
swimmers next year.
    Along with the winter season came 
several coaching changes in the Varsity 
Wrestling, Indoor Track, and Hockey 
program.  Led by Coach Henry Frank-
lin, Varsity Wrestling enjoyed a 9-11-1 
record, placing sixth in the MIAA Tour-
nament and improving as the season 
came to an end.  Next year’s team will 
be without this year’s leaders, seniors 
Ben Dunning and Lee Levitas.  
    The Varsity Indoor Track team, 
instructed by Coach Jacobs, took fourth 
place in the MIAAs with captain Ross 
Taylor.  Will Shock, a junior, said, “We 
had outstanding seniors who provided 
inspiration to the runners.”  

Lastly, the Varsity Hockey team took 
another step toward the MIAA Cham-
pionship with new Coach Veillette.  
Captained by seniors Greg Sclama and 
Keith Levy, the team compiled a 10-8-
1 record with a 1-3 semifinal loss to St. 
Paul’s.  The team looks good next year, 
too, with juniors Mac Williams, Kyle 
Thompson, and Aaron Salsbury.  The 
JV Hockey team, coached by Mr. Will 
Perkins, enjoyed a 4-4-1 record despite 
a decrease in numbers compared to pre-
vious years.
    As a whole, the winter season was a 
successful endeavor as each team had 
vast improvement, and there is much 
hope and anticipation for future years.

is the presence of underclassmen that 
made an impact this season.  Freshman 
Chris Rockwell and sophomores Jamie 
Apgar, David and Ned Laslett, and Peter 
Brockmeyer were key components for 
this year’s team.  Also, on the junior 
varsity level, freshman Peter Hawkins 
and Billy Matthews had great success.  
It looks as if there is a bright future for 
the Gilman Golf program.
    This year’s lacrosse program was a 
rocky one on the Varsity level. The team 
finished with a 9-4 record. In the first 
round of the playoffs Gilman faced rival 
Boys Latin, and lost 3-2 in heartbreak-
ing fashion.  Goalie Grant Zimmerman 
came up with many great saves, and 
defensemen Gentry Fitzpatrick, Tap 
Kolkin, and Dave Caperna kept Gilman 
in the game.  On the JV level, the team 
finished second, losing to a strong JV 
Boys Latin 7-2 in the muddy MIAA 
finals.  
    The most successful program of the 
spring season would have to be tennis.  
Varsity went 7-1, ultimately winning the 
MIAA championships with strong per-

Spring Season

formances from seniors Rohit Rao and 
Peter Ahn.  Junior Josh Sweren said this 
about the senior leadership, “Rohit 
was able to motivate the team with his 
outstanding play, while Peter Ahn was 
the team’s emotional leader.” Also, two 
freshmen, Ted Kelly and Chris Mason, 
left a lasting impression on the team 
with outstanding play.  The JV team 
also had success as they finished with 
a record of 6-1.
    Lastly, the Gilman Track and Field 
team finished the season with a disap-
pointing record of 2-5.  Led by seniors 
Victor Abiamiri and Ross Taylor, the 
team finished fourth in the MIAA 
championships, only half a point behind 
third place Calvert Hall.  Baseball star 
Ambrose Wooden highlighted the meet 
with a second place finish in the 100 
meter.
    Overall, the spring season was a 
successful one for the Gilman athletic 
program, and with numerous under-
classmen showing their skills, it looks 
like the program will continue to grow.

Peter Blue ‘05 throws across the 
infield. (Photo by Patrick Hudson)

    This year’s spring season had highs 
and lows, thrills and disappointments, 
and one player, occurrence, or event 
that made this part of the 2003 athletic 
season unlike any other.  With some of 
the best student athletes in the area, 
the Gilman athletic program thrived 
with winning teams and 
outstanding individual per-
formances.
    First, the Varsity Base-
ball team overcame a 
slow start to finish with a 
record of 6 -12.  Led by 
seniors Allen Barrett and 
Ambrose Wooden, who 
in one game threw a one 
hitter, the team continued 
to improve throughout the 
season.  Along with Barrett 
and Wooden, the team 
received contributions 
from underclassmen Peter 
Blue, Wes Donehower, 
Billy Knight.  Another 
sophomore contributor 
Paul Stack said this about 
the underclassmen players, 
“Wes(Donehower) filled in 
as the team’s number four 
pitcher keeping us close in 
games against powerhouse 
Calvert Hall, and Spalding, 
as well as relieving in a win 
against Curley. Peter Blue 
stepped up late in the year 
to earn a starting spot at 
third base with some key 
hits. Billy Knight had a great 
year in the field earning a 
starting position in tryouts 
with his good bat and strong 
arm.”  Other notables were 
juniors Jake Dubois and 
Kyle Blackman who played 
well throughout the year.
    The Varsity Golf team 
played well this year and 
finished with a 7-4 record.  
One idea that is extremely 
exciting for the golf program 

Gilman Teams Enjoy Year of Successful Competition
continued from page 11


