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    After September 11, 2001, the Islamic 
faith has gained a great deal more atten-
tion in American society, both the nega-
tive and positive aspects.  As a result 
of the various terrorist attacks, a preju-
diced whiplash swarmed throughout 
the western world, yet it clearly never 
penetrated Roland Avenue.  “I have 
never felt uncomfortable here,” said 
Ruben Khan ’05.  “Everyone realized 
that America has always been my home, 
and that I belong here.”  Muslims have 
attended Gilman for years, yet this hor-
rible attack placed us in the spotlight.  I 
think that sometimes I represent Mus-
lims throughout the world and that my 
actions reflect them in some ways.  One 
could ask, “But why are you writing this 
now?” yet the answer to that question is 
easy to explain.  I have recently reached 
an epiphany, forcing me as well as my 
Muslim brothers at Gilman to make our 
religion known to the students, admin-
istration, and ourselves.  All of the 
Muslims currently in the Upper School 
grew up in this western culture and have 
been forced to simultaneously live an 
Islamic and an “American” lifestyle- 
two very different ways of thought.  
Our society tells us to do things that 
our morals forbid, including drinking at 
parties and “grinding” at dances, as put 
so eloquently by many students.  It has 
been our own “jihad of the heart” (jihad 
meaning struggle), having to overcome 
our human instincts to do what is normal 
for the average Muslim teenager.  We try 
to refrain from those activities which will 
lead us to a path we do not want to take, 
yet at times, it can be extremely hard.  
“I have been put in a few situations, but 
thanks to God, I have been able to stop 

myself before I did something I knew 
I was going to regret,” replied Khalil 
Uqdah ’06. “Guys don’t understand 
why we [Muslims] live the way we do.” 
After Uqdah, Khan, and I discussed our 
similar situations, we decided to start 
Gilman’s first Muslim Students Associa-
tion.  It seemed as though we needed to 
inform the student body about who we 
are, what we stand for, and what we can 
contribute to the community.  At this 
year’s Club Fair, we had an impressive 
fifteen people sign up for the MSA and, 
at our first meeting, had fourteen mem-
bers come seeking knowledge, only five 
of whom had an Islamic upbringing.  
“Our main goal is to educate non-Mus-
lims about Islam in order to decimate 
any negative stereotypes” said Ruben 
Khan, “For the last few years a lot of 
people have asked me a lot of questions, 
and I think this is a huge step in trying to 
fill them in.”  Although I truly agree with 
what he is trying to say, I also believe 
that the MSA can help Gilman students 
to expand their knowledge and to make 
informed opinions. When many Chris-
tian youths stop going to church after 
they are confirmed and when Jewish 
youths stop attending synagogue after 
their Bar Mitzvahs, it is important for us 
as a group to create a strong, religious 
background, no matter what the origin, 
whether it be based off of the Torah, 
Bible, or Quran.  The MSA will try to 
incorporate all of these holy  books, 
and bring their numerous similarities 
to light.  “I like coming to the MSA 

Gilman’s Muslim 
Students Find New 
Voice in the MSA

BY ZAHIR RAHMAN

continued on Page 3

    The Gilman–McDonogh football 
game is one of the most anticipated 
games of the varsity football season both 
for players and for fans alike.  Tradition-
ally, this event is preceded by the pep 
rally, to get both fans and players excited 
for the big game. This year, in an attempt 
to raise school spirit, the student council 
organized Gilman’s first ever spirit week.  
Mr. Ronald Culbertson, Head of the 
Middle School, was the one who initially 
came up with the idea of having a spirit 
week. Mr. Culbertson says he felt as if 
there had been a “general lack of excite-
ment among students,” and he wanted 

there to be “more pep surrounding the 
pep rally.” Mr. Culbertson also believes 
that Gilman should be open to trying 
new things to better invoke more stu-
dent interest: everybody learning new 
cheers or bringing in cheerleaders from 
a local college. Though the pep rally 
is very traditional by nature, it should 
encompass more variety, as some of its 
components tend to get repetitive.
    Spirit week could be considered a suc-
cess, or at least a step in the right direc-

continued on Page 7

New “Spirit Week” Culmi-
nates in Traditional Pep Rally

    In a poll recently given to faculty on 
technology, the results showed that 
although the level of use varies among 
departments, the majority of teachers 
find technology to be most helpful 
in communication. The humanities 
department reported the most teach-

ers using technology in and outside the 
classroom.  In response to the cause of 
implementing technology, most teach-
ers signified that it was on their own per-
sonal initiative. Although many teachers 
find technology to be helpful, there 
exists little feeling among the faculty 
that it will revolutionize the classroom. 
The humanities department surpassed 
the others in finding technology to be 
the most convenient. Jeffrey Seibert 
’04 remarked, “it [technology] should 
be used but only to the point where it 

continued on Page 3

Technology’s Future at 
Gilman Appears Bright

BY PETER JAROW AND MICHAEL SILICIANO

BY GIORGO GITTIS

A diminutive band of Raiders confronts Seniors Patrick Hudson and Chris 
Jones. The Upper Schooler’s rural garb is a distinctive custom from the ven-
erable Pep Rally held before the Gilman-McDonogh football game. (Photo 
by Adrian Kostrubiak)
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FROM THE EDITORS

VIEWPOINT

Keep Stoney Run 
Parks Pristine
More  Construction Could 

Threaten the Survival of a Great 
Urban Wilderness

BY TOM MILLER

College Admissions 
Frenzy Detracts From 

Senior Year Experience
    Every autumn at Gilman, leaves turn 
to vibrant colors, darkness comes ear-
lier, and frantic seniors scurry around as 
the college process reaches full tide. In 
classrooms, in hallways, and in locker 
rooms anxious seniors do their best to 
manage the burden of college applica-
tions. This supposed “coming of age” 
process, however, has turned into an 
apocalyptic time in the high school 
career. What is a preparatory school 
for if not to get students into their col-
lege of choice? 
    The additional pressures from teach-
ers, parents, and advisors, nevertheless, 
prove deleterious for the students, at the 
very least emotionally. As the college 
wave infuse even the deepest recesses 
of daily life, there are no havens left to 
retreat to. Homes have been marred 
with the nagging of parents, classrooms 
have been tainted with relentless refer-
ences, form meetings have become a 
bastion for college announcements, 
and even sports obsess over preparing 
athletes for recruitment. 
    We do not negate the positive influ-
ence that these practices maintain. 
Indeed, it is best to error on the side 
of excess with college reminders as it 
is easy for students to rather quickly 
lose focus. But the superfluity is rather 
remarkable. While the Gilman commu-
nity excels at ensuring that all students 
remain informed for the next step in 
their educational career, the commu-

nity fails in providing a refuge for seniors 
from the demands of the college pro-
cess. Perhaps, the drinking pandemic at 
Gilman is for many the only escape from 
the exceptional demands on students. 
    We contend that the school is not 
taking advantage of the dwindling time 
in the seniors’ tenure at this institution. 
What ought to be the senior year, how-
ever, has become the pre-college year. 
An excess of college reminders has sub-
verted opportunities to expand relation-
ships, to indulge in senior electives, even 
to savor the last time that seniors will live 
with their families.  Indeed, this excess is 
even spilling over onto the underclass-
men, infecting their supposedly carefree 
years with worries of the college admis-
sions process.  When sophomores walk 
around with Harvard sweatshirts, one 
knows that the school’s obsession with 
college admission has gone too far. 
While right in intention, the Gilman 
community’s approach to college fails 
in measure. While the school has both 
the right and the obligation to ensure 
that it arms students with the utmost 
support in their college endeavors, 
the conception of support at Gilman is 
myopic. Class fieldtrips and such have 
been all but erased from the calendar 
for seniors. Gilman, in effect, has made 
itself into the means for the end, with 
the end being college. -THE SENIOR 
EDITORS     It’s 3:35 on a Friday. It’s a beautiful 

fall afternoon, and you feel the urge to 
go for a run. Doubtless you will avail 
yourself of the trail located conveniently 
behind the Finney Center. Quiet paths, 
babbling brooks, autumn foliage - a 
veritable urban wilderness that stretches 
south for miles, with only the occasional 
interruption by a busy street. This cor-
ridor of parklands, incorporating Stoney 
Run, Linkwood, and Wyman Parks, is 
part of a Baltimore City initiative to link 
Roland Park and Druid Hill Park with 
trails for running, biking, and strolling. 
Following the course of Stoney Run, a 
tributary of the Jones Falls, the parks are 
situated on the former easements of the 
Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, 
remnants of which can still be found 
by intrepid park explorers.  
    Sadly, this sylvan paradise is under 
attack, as urban pressures threaten its 
tranquility. The fact that these parklands 
exist in the very midst of a bustling city 
is what makes them wonderful. The 
delicate balance that exists between 
urbanization and wilderness must be 
preserved. New development along the 
corridor should be highly discouraged.
A stone’s throw from Coldspring Lane, 
the construction site of the Bolton 
Street Synagogue’s new home is a 
good example of encroachment on 
the park. The synagogue, previously 
located in Bolton Hill, purchased the 
4-acre site in the Evergreen neighbor-
hood in October 2000. Construction of 
the15,000 square foot facility and 70-
space parking lot began in May 2002. 
Farther down the creek, where San 
Martin Drive winds along the eastern 
edge of Wyman Park, the Johns Hop-

kins University is also involved new con-
struction. The new San Martin Center 
will include a parking garage and offices 
for the university’s biology department. 
The university claims that they wish to 
return the site to “a woodland setting,” 
noting that the site previously was par-
tially covered with an asphalt parking 
lot. Still, it is hard to understand how 
uprooting trees and replacing them with 
buildings could effect a restoration of a 
natural setting.
    The relocation of the Bolton Street 
synagogue did have one positive effect 
on the parks corridor. In December 
2002, the Board of Public Works 
used $150,000 to purchase from the 
synagogue the open meadow next to 
the new building. The field was joined 
to Stoney Run Park and will be main-
tained in the future by neighborhood 
volunteers. The money for its purchase 
came from a state program called Proj-
ect Open Space that aims to protect 
local parks. Unfortunately, however, 
the funds used for such important land 
preservation efforts may be severely 
cut back by Maryland’s governor and 
Gilman alumnus Robert Ehrlich. His 
administration announced in early 
October that the state will cease to pur-
chase land not directly connected with 
protection of the Chesapeake Bay. The 
preservation of the bay may be a high 
profile issue with broad support, but it is 
hardly the only front on which Maryland 
Republicans need to prove themselves 
as responsible stewards of the environ-
ment. We hope that Governor Ehrlich 
will remember to make protecting urban 
green areas a priority as well.

A view of Stoney Run Park between Coldspring and Wyndhurst, facing  
north. (Photo by Tom Miller)

Opinion
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meeting because it gives me a chance 
to observe something that is different, 
something that isn’t necessarily wrong,” 
stated Matt Malinow ’06.  At our current 
ages, we are at the stage when we have 
learned to think for ourselves, and, con-
sequently, our discussions incorporate 
many unique viewpoints.  In light of the 
fact that we are currently in the Islamic 
lunar month of Ramadan, the period 
in which Muslims fast, the MSA gives 
Muslims at 
Gilman the 
opportunity 
to meet 
d u r i n g 
the lunch 
period and 
p e r f o r m 
the noon 
prayer.  “Its 
pretty cool,” 
said Ryaan 
Ahmed ’07, 
“There are 
not many 
s c h o o l s 
where we 
would be 
able to do 
this, and 
it’s a good 
habit to start 
mak ing ”.  
M u s l i m s 
pray f ive 
times a day, 
and as teen-
agers, we 
strive to be 
at the point 
where we make time for these practices 
of worship. On Fridays, the Islamic holy  
day, we have a mass in which we will 
take turns reading a sermon and leading 
the prayer.  All students are welcome 
to these meetings to observe and to 
ask questions about something that is 
very foreign to them. It is important for 
the few Muslims at Gilman to educate 
the community about the true Islam, 
undistorted by a foggy media and irre-
sponsible “Muslims” that use murder 

as a tool of defiance.  Considering that 
Islam is the fastest spreading religion in 
the world and is popular throughout 
Africa, Europe, and Asia, it is important 
for Gilman students to have a strong 
understanding of the culture and 
boundaries that define it.  By educating 
the community, the Muslims in the MSA 
will be able to fulfill their responsibili-
ties to themselves and to their supreme 
being.  In order to achieve this goal, on 

November 10, 
2003, the MSA 
will hold an 
assembly about 
the importance 
of Ramadan, 
which will 
include guest 
speaker Mr. 
Wali Muham-
mad Uqdah, an 
Islamic cleric 
and father of 
Khalil Uqdah 
’06.  Mr. Uqdah 
converted to 
Islam decades 
ago, and he 
will focus on 
how he viewed 
his first month 
of fasting.  To 
a non-Muslim, 
this month can 
sound quite 
excruciating, a 
complete fast 
from sunrise 
to sunset that 
continues for 

about thirty days . As Muslims, we try 
to refrain from acts like cursing and 
backbiting and try to bring ourselves 
to a higher level of purity. The MSA 
will be able to reach out to the Gilman 
body and fill them with a better com-
prehension then they currently have.    
Hopefully, after this assembly and by 
the end of the year, the Upper School 
community will better understand Islam, 
its teachings, and its influence on Mus-
lims and non-Muslims throughout the 
world. 

    The Character Education Leadership 
Program, in the second year of its incipi-
ent existence, provides the opportunity 
for juniors to assume a leadership role 
in facilitating group activities designed 
to confront marginalization.  Building 
on the concepts of tolerance, empa-
thy, inclusion, and action, the program 
addresses the cycle 
of marginaliza -
tion, a process in 
which individuals 
are excluded from 
the majority of the 
population because 
of differences.  It is 
important to address 
such issues, particu-
larly in the young, 
because marginal-
ization has been iso-
lated as a source of 
negative behaviors 
such as aggression, 
rejection, and ostra-
cism, all problems 
that can have pro-
found implications 
when cultivated 
in impressionable 
young minds.   
    Under the direc-
tion of Dr. Catherine Waugh, aided by 
the leadership of student coordinator 
Tom Miller, the program has expanded 
as it enters its second year of existence.  
Twenty-five members of the junior class 
participated in an orientation and two 
training sessions in order to prepare 
for their roles as group facilitator, as 
compared to only about one third that 
number last year.  Pairs of juniors were 
assigned the responsibility of leading a 
group of fourth or fifth grade students 
in a discussion centered on potential 
means of eliminating marginalization.  
    In addition to the program’s obvious 
benefits to the lower school participants, 
the Character Education Leadership 
Program holds benefits for the junior 
facilitators and the Gilman community 
as a whole.  The juniors learn the skills 
of group facilitation while establishing 
relationships with lower school students 

and helping to develop a connection 
between the lower and upper schools, 
thereby promoting greater unity within 
the community itself.
    Following the first group session, 
Junior Alex Zarzecki reports, “I enjoy 
interacting with younger kids because 
they really look up to older kids, and 

we can be a big 
influence in their 
lives.”  Fifth-grade 
student Andrew 
Riina observes 
that the program 
is “really cool 
and helps kids to 
take action and to 
stop being racist.”   
Mr. John Xan-
ders, fifth-grade 
teacher, notes 
in an encourag-
ing tone that the 
program “is on 
track, the stu-
dent facilitators 
did a great job, 
and the task was 
accomplished.”  
Moreover, he 
was pleased the 
seriousness and 

conviction exhibited by all the students 
involved during the first group session.
    As a result of the program’s effec-
tiveness at Gilman, Midtown Academy, 
a public school in Baltimore City, has 
requested that Gilman students facili-
tate groups in that school, as well.  By 
extending the program to Midtown 
Academy, the group facilitators will be 
able to share the benefits of the pro-
gram while supporting positive public 
relations in the community.  One has 
to believe that CELP is closing in on the 
ultimate fulfillment of one of the main 
goals set forth in its training manual, 
namely that, “this project will further 
support Gilman’s dedication to the 
community as it spearheads strategies 
to build tolerance and empathy and to 
support inclusion and action for margin-
alized individuals in our community.”  

continued from Page 1continued from Page 1

New Club Spreads 
Awareness of 

Ramadan Customs

THE JUNIORS 
LEARN THE SKILLS 
OF GROUP FACILI-

TATION WHILE 
ESTABLISHING RELA-

TIONSHIPS WITH 
LOWER SCHOOL 

STUDENTS.

“THERE ARE 
NOT MANY 

SCHOOLS WHERE 
WE WOULD BE 

ABLE TO DO 
THIS, AND IT’S A 
GOOD HABIT TO 
START MAKING.”

Character Education 
Leadership Project 

Fights Marginalization

does not inhibit other classroom activi-
ties such as board-work or discussions. 
It should be used to ease the learning 
process but teachers must be careful not 
to let it overshadow the actual material.” 
Will Shock ’04, echoed by Rob Boyd 
‘04, remarked “it [technology] enables 
me to make learning fun.”  Mr. Mathews 
commented that further reliance on the 
network for delivering files is the next 

step in improvements at Gilman: “Put-
ting everything on the network and 
having virtual delivery of information 
would help a lot.  My thought is that 
students would be better able to get to 
resources if teachers gathered resources 
on to the network.”  Although teachers’ 
reactions may vary, it is safe to say that 
Gilman is taking a progressive view with 
technology.

continued from Page 1

Poll Reveals Departmen-
tal Split in Faculty Use of 

Technology
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To the right, The Siegfried & Roy Slevin Twins and Tiger 
Hoffberger (all juniors) strike a pose for the camera. (Photo 
by Pat Hudson)

Mr. Himmelfarb coaches the participants before the start of 
the march. Second from the right is the winner, freshman 
Alan Coleman. (Photo by Matt Youn)

Senior Stu Kameen takes out his gun to control bunny 
senior Charlie Brooks. (Photo by Pat Hudson)

PHOTO FEATURE - October 31, 2003

New Life For The Halloween Assembly

Stage shot of the contestants. (Photo by Pat Hudson)
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Two Gentleman of 
Verona Set for Psy-
chedelic Success

BY ANDREW JANET

 Bryn Mawr School is featuring 
a brand new play. No romance, no 
murder, no tragedies, no war. The 
“Torch-Bearers” is just a straightforward 
comedy that will 
be a delight to 
all audiences.
 The play 
is based on the 
“little theater” 
movement in 
the United States 
back during the 
1920’s when 
people, who 
opposed the 
monopoly on 
c o m m e r c i a l 
t h e a t e r , 
created their own non-commercial 
theaters. The work begins in the 
living room of a young actor. A 
group of unskilled, amateur actors 
gathers there to rehearse the play 
they are going to produce, called the 
“Torch-Bearers”. Although this group 
consists of young, ambitious actors, 
the play turns out to be a disaster 
 The actors (the real actors) have 
been rehearsing since September 21st, 

and they have sacrificed many nights 
to put a great amount of effort into this 
production. It features Dan Gottlieb 
and Jessica Mahony as the lead couple. 

 The play 
promises to be a 
blast. “The whole 
performance part 
is going to be so 
funny…. It’s really 
complicated, but 
we got it all figured 
out and it’s going to 
be real good,” said 
Colin Rice ‘06, who 
plays the part of an 
errand boy.  The 
director of the play, 
Mr. Josh Shoemaker 

is confident in his cast and crew. He 
believes that, as long as they keep 
rehearsing as they have to this point, 
the play will be “a great success”. When 
asked what he thinks of the results 
of all the hard work come opening, 
he simply said: “It will be a riot.”
 “The Torch-Bearers” will be 
shown on Friday, November 21 and 
the 22nd both at 8 PM. There will be a 
2 PM show the following day (Sunday).

Gilman and Bryn 
Mawr Light The Way 
with Production of 

Torchbearers
BY KEUNHEE OH

    Jamie Apgar ’05 commences the 
musical Two Gentlemen of Verona as 
Cupid, singing sweetly with wings on 
his back – an operatic opening, to be 
sure, but the fun bursts out, quite lit-
erally, as Daniel Martin-Minnich ’06, 
wearing a huge gray afro, and Zach 
Aaronson ’07, sporting a moustache 
and mullet, emerge onstage.  The show, 
on the whole, is strange.  “The show’s 
playwrights had to have been tripping 
when they wrote this,” commented Rob 
Boyd ’04.  “There 
is no other plau-
sible explanation 
for how it could 
exist.”
    Two Gentle-
men of Verona, 
written by John 
Guare, Mel Sha-
piro, and Galt 
McDermot, and 
adapted from 
the Shakespeare 
play of the same 
name, is this year’s fall musical at Roland 
Park Country School.  A product of the 
drugs, sex, and rock ‘n’ roll of the 70’s, 
the musical is a bizarre adaptation of 
William Shakespeare’s original work.  
Valentine (Boyd) and Proteus (Will 
Shock ’04) are best friends living in 
Verona, each with separate ambitions.  
While Valentine takes his servant Speed 
(Brian Sanders ’04) and travels to Milan 
to seek his fortune, Proteus stays in 
Verona and romances Julia (Caroline 
Boeke, RPCS ’04).  Soon, however, 
Proteus’s father Antonio (Howie Fisher 
’06) orders him to journey to Milan as 
well with his servant Launce (Gough 
Bolton ’06). Proteus soon falls in love 
with Silvia (Allison Davis, RPCS ’04), 
the daughter of the Duke of Milan (Tom 
Miller ’04) and the same woman with 

whom Valentine is smitten.  When Julia 
and Lucetta (Cat Crowder, RPCS ’04) 
disguise themselves as men and travel 
to Milan and Silvia’s suitors continue to 
grow in number, the complications lead 
to bizarre and hilarious consequences.
This year’s Gilman contingent in the 
cast is larger than it has ever been in 
recent memory, and thus many of the 
men in the cast were new to RPCS the-
ater, faced with the task of adjusting to 
director Scott Susong’s rather “different” 

philosophies.  “I grad-
ually warmed up to 
his style,” says Sand-
ers.  “He knows how 
to combine a profes-
sional approach with 
good humor.”  Shock 
says that Mr. Susong 
“lets me find my 
own character and 
have total fun each 
night.”
Many people have 
put scores of hours 

into working on the show, including the 
director, cast, technicians, choreogra-
pher Dana Martin, and music director 
Rhonda Abouhana, whose “dedica-
tion and drive,” according to Boyd, “is 
extraordinary.”  As Mr. Susong said, 
“The show is very unconventional – not 
something you do at high school.  But 
we have the talent and intelligence to 
perform at a higher level, and I’ve really 
appreciated the senior leadership.”  So 
if you want to see three Gilman seniors 
fighting with bamboo, or four RPCS 
dancers in garishly colored wigs, or if 
you were just wondering what would 
happen if you put 1970’s and Shake-
speare into a blender, come see Two 
Gentlemen of Verona on November 
14th and 15th at 7:30 and November 
16th at 2:00.   

FALL SEASON ARTS PREVIEWS

“IT’S REALLY COMPLI-
CATED, BUT WE GOT 
IT ALL FIGURED OUT 
AND IT’S GOING TO 

BE REAL GOOD.”

“THE SHOW IS VERY 
UNCONVENTIONAL 
– NOT SOMETHING 
YOU DO AT HIGH 

SCHOOL.”

COME SEE A SHOW!
Two Gentlemen of Verona
The Sinex Theatre       
 at Roland Park Country School
Friday, November 14 at 7:30 PM
Saturday, November 15 at 7:30 PM
Sunday, November 16 at 2:00 PM

The Torchbearers
Centennial Hall at Bryn Mawr School
Friday, November 21 at 7:30 PM
Saturday, November 22 at 7:30 PM
Sunday, November 23 at 2:00 PM

From left, Tom Miller ‘04 and Rob Boyd ‘04 converse while Josh Singer 
(adult cast member) looks on. Observe the psychedelic set in the back-
ground. (Photo by Brian Sanders)

Page 5Arts
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Senior spirit leader John Pinney urges his fellow Gilman 
studenrs to join in a cheer.  Pinney and other Gilman raiders  
highlighted this year’s pep-rally. (Photo by Adrian Kostru-
biak)

“THE PEP-RALLY WAS A GREAT END TO 
SPIRIT WEEK, AND DEFINITELY HELPED 

US GET PUMPED UP ABOUT THE GILMAN-
MCDONOGH RIVALRY.”

-PRESIDENT OF SCHOOL ISAAC BOLTANKSY

The Gilman faithful look on awaiting the traditional pep-
rally. As always, the pep-rally featured poems, the reading 
of the Farmers’ Almanac, and the Gilman Raiders. (Photo by 
Adrian Kostrubiak).

“IT’S ALWAYS GREAT TO SEE THE WHOLE

 SCHOOL TOGETHER ENJOYING THE SPIRIT 
OF GILMAN.  I LOVED SEEING ALL 
DIVISIONS PARTICIPATING IN THE 

PEP-RALLY, ESPECIALLY THE MINI-RAIDERS.”
-UPPER SCHOOL HEAD IVA TURNER

PHOTO FEATURE - November 7, 2003

 Pep-Rally Heightens Spirit 

Raiders, young and old, join in a battle against the 
McDonogh farmers. (Photo by Adrian Kostrubiak).

“I THOUGHT THAT THE PEP-RALLY WAS 
MORE SPIRITED THAN IT HAS BEEN IN THE 
LAST FEW YEARS.  I LIKED MR. FINNEY’S 
SPEECH, I THINK THAT’S A GOOD TRADI-
TION TO HOLD ONTO.  I WAS A LITTLE 

CONCERNED ABOUT SOME OF THE INNU-
ENDO IN THE POETRY AND THE SKITS. ”

-ATHLETIC DIRECTOR TIM HOLLEY
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 The Varsity Volleyball squad 
began its era of interscholastic compe-
tition with a bang, earning respect and 
recognition in a league full of experi-
enced teams on its way to a well-earned 
15-7 record. The team made it to the 
semifinals of the MIAA tournament 
before undefeated John Carroll con-
tinued its extraordinary season with a 
win over Gilman in three sets. Overall, 
however, the season was more than the 
team could have ever expected. “We 
accomplished much more than any first-
year team would hope to accomplish,” 
said junior outside hitter Nate Niparko. 
Team captain Jake Dubois, the sole 
senior, was the mainstay for the team 
throughout the season. Juniors took the 
remaining starting slots, as well as occu-
pying most of the bench. “We started 
off working hard and focused on just 
making the playoffs as a first-year team,” 
stated junior opposite Pell George. 

The first game of the season 
brought high hopes to the new team as 
they went out against a strong Loyola 
team and suffered a hard-fought 2-3 
loss. “We started off with a tough loss to 
Loyola,” said junior Brian Kim, “but we 
learned a lot from that first game.” The 
team kept on gaining strength, going 
on to win 14 games during the regular 
season. Playoff aspirations became 
realistic possibilities entering the tour-
nament. Given a number four seed, the 
team prepared to face Mount Carmel in 
the quarterfinals. Junior middle hitter Pat 
Marshall shone in the spotlight with ten 
aces, leading Gilman to a 3-0 win and a 
trip to face top-seeded John Carroll in 
the semifinals. The squad did not enjoy 
the same success in this match, losing in 
straight sets.  Niparko noted, “We were 
overpowered by bigger, stronger guys. 
We were going up against giants.” 

Despite this tough loss to finish 
the season, the team was extremely 
pleased with its play overall. “We 
made a lot of progress,” stated Dubois, 
“and maybe next season we’ll win the 
championship.”  Marshall added, “This 
year was a definite success.  We’ve 
accomplished what we wanted to, and 
we’ve set ourselves up for a champion-
ship next season.” With a year of experi-
ence tucked under its belt, the team will 
return five of their six starters next year 
and hopefully will continue the success 
enjoyed during this fall. 

BY TEDDY DAVIDSON

Varsity Volleyball Season 
Results

Loyola   L 2 - 3

Mt. St. Joe  W 3 - 0 

St. Frances  W 3 - 1 

Boys’ Latin  W 3 - 2 

John Carroll  L 1 - 3 

Mt. Carmel  L 2 - 3 

Towson Catholic W 3 - 0 

Calvert Hall  L 1 - 3 

Spalding  W 3 - 0 

AACS   W 3 - 0 

Loyola  W 3 - 2 

Mt. St. Joe  W 3 - 1 

St. Frances  W 3 - 0 

Boys’ Latin  W 3 - 0 

AACS   W       3 - 0 

John Carroll  L         0 - 3 

Mt. Carmel  W       3 - 0 

Towson Catholic W       3 - 0 

Calvert Hall  L         2 - 3 

Spalding  W 3 - 0 

Q-Finals Mt. Carmel W      3 - 0 

S-Finals John Carroll  L        0 - 3

MIAA    W 14        L 6
Overall W 15   L 7

    Two of the most important lessons to 
be culled from athletic competition are 
how to live through defeat and how to 
savor victory.  The 2003 Varsity Water 
Polo team truly learned these lessons 
as they dealt with a season that had its 
exhilarating ups and harrowing downs.  
The year began with relatively low 
expectations after the team weathered 
the loss of two MIAA superstars, Gibbs 
Burke ’03 and Slav Shparaga ’03, from 
last year’s team.  After losing its first con-
ference game against Loyola, however, 
the team rebounded, winning its next 
conference game over Mt. St. Joe with a 
score of 6-5.  Later, after a 12-5 rout of 
McDonogh, the Hounds stood at 2-1in 
the conference, and the future looked 
bright.  
    After suffering two tough losses at 
the hands of Loyola and Calvert Hall, 
the team’s spirit nevertheless remained 
intact and turned in a spectacular per-
formance in their second game against 
Calvert Hall.  Having been crushed by 
the Cardinals 5-24, the team went out 
looking for revenge several days later, 
only to suffer a heartbreaking 10-11 
OT loss to the eventual MIAA Cham-
pion Calvert Hall.  Looking to pick up 
momentum, the team once again dis-
pensed with Mt. St. Joe and McDonogh 
with ease.  
    With hopes running high once again, 
it was the Greyhounds’ destiny to face 

Loyola in the semifinals with the cham-
pionship game on the line.  Although the 
players once again experienced defeat 
at the hands of Loyola with the score 
of 4-13, the team was not disappointed 
with the overall result of the season.  
Indeed, after all was said and done, 
their final record was a very respect-
able 8-10.  Alan Wu ’04 commented, 
“We performed well considering we 
lost two of our star players [Shparaga 
and Burke] from last year’s team.”  He 
added, “This year’s team was more bal-
anced in terms of skill and ability,” and 
the team derived the bulk of its success 
from this balanced attack.  Ryan Smith 
’05 agreed, “We did better than we 
thought we would.  We held our own 
throughout the season.”  
    Since the team loses another strong 
corps of seniors in the ensuing season, 
Smith, a returner for next year’s squad, 
recognizes the fact that “the develop-
ment of younger players” is the key to 
the future for the Gilman Water Polo 
program.  This task will be tougher 
next year without the guidance of 
Coach Budde, the varsity team’s head 
coach.  A very knowledgeable and tal-
ented coach, the team will clearly feel 
his absence.  The team will persevere, 
however, as always, and wishes Coach 
Budde the best of luck in his future 
endeavors.

Water Polo Team Bids 
Farewell to Coach, Seniors

BY BEN SMALL

Varsity Water Polo Season 
Results

Germantown          L         6 - 16
Gonzaga         W        19 - 7 
Loyola          L          6 - 15
Mt. St. Joe         W 6 - 5 
 
Gilman Challenge:     
 St. Benedict’s        W 6 - 2 
 Cathedral Prep     L          5 - 11 
 Wilton A          L  3 - 9 
 
McDonogh        W         12 - 5 
John Carroll        W         12 - 0 
Loyola          L          8 - 21 
Calvert Hall         L          5 - 24 
Calvert Hall         L  10 - 11 OT 
 
Wilton Tournament:    6th Place 
 St. Benedict’s       W         12 - 2  
 Hill School          L           5 - 11 
 Choate       L   1 - 2

Mt. St. Joe       W          10 - 4 
McDonogh       W          15 - 7 
MIAA Champ. @ vs. Loyola 
        L           4 - 13

MIAA  W 4   L 4
Overall W 8   L 10

Sports

tion. Junior Varsity football player Teddy 
Minch said, “I think it [spirit week] was a 
great idea, and the school was unified in 
support for Gilman football as a result.” 
The most popular of the spirit week 
days was ‘empathy day’ during which 
all students dressed down in orange and 
black colors and 
greeted the rep-
resentatives from 
McDonogh who 
came to speak 
at assembly. The 
Middle School 
also participated 
in empathy day. 
A picture was 
taken of the entire 
middle school 
(wearing orange 
and black) with a 
caption under it 
reading: we feel 
your pain.
    The culmina-
tion of spirit week 
was the pep rally, 
but unfortunately 
there was no notice-
able difference in enthusiasm for this 
year’s pep rally than for those of the 
past several years. The ‘McDonogh, 
McDonogh’ poems (written by Chachu 
Wu, Neill Thupari, John Pinney, and 
Evan Rice) were very well done this year 
and drew many laughs from the crowd. 

Correction: In the October 
24th issue of the Gilman 
News, a photograph on 
Page 4 of the Cross-country 
team was incorrectly attrib-
uted to Adrian Kostrubiak. 
The photographer was in 
fact Mr. Dallas Jacobs.

Diverse Student 
Responses to Traditional 

Pep Rally

Of course, the pep rally also included 
the reading of the farmer’s almanac 
as well as a short story by Mr. Finney. 
The Lower School’s participation in the 
pep-rally is beginning to increase. Two 
lower schoolers came up to the podium 
to recite a poem, and a group of them 

dressed up as raid-
ers to take part 
in the festivities. 
Seeing students 
from the lower 
school participate 
helps remind us that 
the pep-rally is a 
school wide event, 
not just an Upper 
School activity. 
Perhaps, in several 
years from now, we 
will see the Middle 
School also take 
part in this long-
lived Gilman tradi-
tion.
 Although the 
final cheer was 
rather weak, the 

pep-rally was well 
received by many. Hopefully, the stu-
dent council and the Gilman spirit com-
mittee will continue to integrate more 
variety into the pep-rally, thus removing 
some of its stale and trite elements and 
making this old Gilman tradition much 
more ‘peppy’ in years to come.

continued from Page 1

THE MOST POPU-
LAR OF THE SPIRIT 
WEEK DAYS WAS 
‘EMPATHY DAY’ 

DURING WHICH ALL 
STUDENTS DRESSED 
DOWN IN ORANGE 

AND BLACK COLORS.
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Varsity Volleyball’s First 
Season Ends in Striking 

Success
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Although the Cross Country 
team had a tough season with only 
one win, the five Varsity Cross Country 
runners proved to be good leaders, 
running strongly throughout the whole 
season.  On September 4th, the season 
started in a meet against the Calvert 
Hall team.  Calvert Hall went on to win 
the meet with a score of 15-47.  Still 
looking for their first win, the Gilman 
team ran against Spalding on the ninth 
of September, where they were once 
again defeated with a similar score.  
Next on the schedule came the Spiked 
Shoe Invitational, where the squad ran 
well, finishing in 14th place with 348 
points.  After a loss to McDonogh, 
the hard work in practice finally paid 
off as the group improved in the next 
invitational, the Anne Arundel County 
Invitational.  Here, the team finished 
in tenth place, with only 282 points.  
At last, the team’s first win came on 
October 10, when the group set out to 
run against John Carroll.  Gilman won 
the meet 19-36.  After this first win, 
however, the group had an unfortunate 
stretch of losses to Loyola, Mt. St. Joe, 
Park, and Curley.  On Wednesday, 
November 5, the squad traveled to 
Oregon Ridge to compete in the MIAA 
Championship.  The squad went ready 
to run as hard as the team could and 
push through to the end no matter 
what the outcome would turn out 
to be.  The team finished in 7th out 
of nine, completing their 1-7 season.  
Senior captain Will Shock commented 
on the year, “I think it is really great 
how the juniors stepped up throughout 
the season.”

On the other side of the 
course, the Junior Varsity Cross Country 
team also had a solid year.  After a few 
rough bumps at the start, the team had 
a strong showing in the John Hopkins 
Spiked Shoe event and the Anne 
Arundel Invitational.  Capitalizing on its 
success, the JV team grabbed its first 
win against John Carroll with a score 
of 17-43.  Following the John Carroll 
success, Gilman’s JV had a series of 
close defeats against the toughest 
squads of the MIAA.  Then, Gilman got 
its second opportunity for a win against 
Park and snatched the chance the team 
had, winning the race, 19-41.  After 
losing its closest meet of the season 
against Archbishop Curley, JV Cross 
Country recouped and prepared for 
the MIAA Championship on November 
5.  Within the meet, Gilman had all its 
runners score in the Top 60, and six of 

their seven runners scored in the Top 
40, most notably senior leader, Adam 
Lenrow.  In the MIAA Championship, 
Lenrow ranked 6th and had a starting 
time of 12:05 for two miles.  When 
asked what he thought about the 
season, Lenrow stated, “Considering 
our circumstances of having a young 
team, we had a good season.”  Since 
the JV Cross Country team was young, 
the hopes for next year are high. 

The Cross Country teams 
finished the 2003 season on the 5th 
of November.  The Varsity squad 
ended with a 1-7 record and the Junior 
Varsity team finished with a 2-6 record.  
Although the runners were not able to 
produce too many victories for Coach 
Thompson’s last season, the team 
did have a strong all-around season, 
culminating in a great effort in MIAA 
Championships. Captain Will Shock 
placed 16th with a 17:54 5k, and 
Teddy Davdison and Patrick Benitez 
ran personal bests. The upperclassmen 
stepped up as great leaders, and the 
team showed great effort and poise 
even in loss. 

 After 29 years of coaching the 
Cross Country team, Coach Thompson 
decided that this season would be his 
last year.  Shock noted, “I think it was 
cool that as a senior, I got to finish my 
last season with Coach Thompson,”  It 
is unfortunate that the Cross Country 
team is losing such a wonderful coach 
with much experience.  Junior Robert 
Benitez stated, “Coach Thompson is a 
really great coach and a good teacher.”  

Cross Country 
Dashes to the Finish

BY DAVID FINE AND JAMES GRIFFIN

Varsity Cross Country 
Season Results

Calvert Hall       L     15 - 47

Spalding                   L     15 - 46 

Spiked Shoe @ JHU 14th place 

McDonogh            L     23 - 33

 AA Invitational  10th Place 

John Carroll            W   19 - 36

Loyola             L    19 - 42

Mt. St. Joe             L    17 - 41

Park               L    22 - 33  

 Curley             L    20 - 35

MIAA Champ.      7th place 

Overall W1  L7

Scott Tompkins ‘05 spikes the ball. In their 
first season, Gilman’s Varsity team made 
it all the way to the semi-finals. (Photo by 
Matt Bressler) See our article on Page 7.
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