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Breaking New 
Ground: Artificial Turf 

for the Oval
BY ZAHIR RAHMAN

    On September 2, 2003, workers 
started the complete makeover of the 
oval transforming it into one of the best 
turf fields in the area.  This same turf 
can be found at M&T Bank Stadium, 
the Haverford School in Pennsylvania, 
and the new Ripken Stadium.  In addi-
tion, Calvert Hall, Boys’ Latin, and St. 
Paul’s also have plans or have begun 
construction with the same manufac-
turer. According to athletic director, Mr. 
Holley, the possibility of adding a new 
playing surface took form five years ago, 
but the final decision did not occur until 
last year. 
    After a wet school year in 2002-2003, 
the need for a surface more impervi-
ous to the weather became obvious. 
For about two decades, the oval has 

been a rocky, muddy, backup field 
without much practical use.  With a 
great amount of support, the field will 
hopefully be ready by the end of the fall 
season. Finally, this new turf - Momen-
tum 41 made by Sportexe - can be used 
in a downpour or in soggy conditions. 
This field will also provide more space 
for teams to practice especially when 
foul weather forces most practices 
inside.  Fortunately, players can wear 
tennis shoes, turf shoes, and even cleats 
on this new ground, but metal spikes 
will not be permitted. The field will act 
as “one big drain… no standing water 
will prevent play”, says assistant athletic 
director Mrs. Laurie Bristow.  When 

    In a scene played out several times 
already at this early point in the year, 
a lone figure slinks into Carey Hall, 
eyes barely distinguishable, shrouded 
as they are beneath the hood pulled 
jauntily over his ears, seemingly set on 
the implementation of various nefari-
ous mechanisms.  Not a criminal, but 
a dress code offender, fallen victim to 
the bold faced type on page 22 of the 
2003-2004 Gilman Student/Parent 
Handbook, proclaiming for all who 
care to listen rather than face tongue-
lashing, “Hooded sweatshirts are not 
permitted.”
    “The traffic cop [and the dress 
code-enforcers] already know all of 
your excuses,” were the words from 
the mouth of a gleeful Upper School 
dean, Mr. Boo Smith, in a recent assem-
bly, breaking the news of the change 
to all would-be offenders. Allusions 
to the reasoning behind the decision 
included one reference to the change 
as the “Z. Ross [Fragapane]” provision, 
bringing to mind, of course, the 2003 
graduate, who, in his senior speech 
last year, made a passing reference in 
a discussion of his morning routine to 
“picking out the hoodie best suited to 
concealing my un-tucked shirt as well 
as lack of belt and tie.”  This is not 
to say that the sole impetus for the 
modifications came form the mouth 
of a single upper school student.  Says 
Mr. White, upper school dean, “A lot 
of conversation goes on both at the 
end of the year faculty meeting as well 
as intermittently at chambers [with 
standpoints ranging from] coat and tie 
advocates to no dress code at all.”  In 
the end, the decision was made with 
“input from everyone” – administration, 
faculty, and even the student council.  
At issue was the “appearance and con-
formity of the Gilman student body,” a 
problem addressed even further by the 
regulation that only sweaters, Gilman 
sweatshirts, and Gilman jackets may 
now be worn, insuring that during the 
cold weather months, the bulk of the 
student body will be decked out in 
Gilman outerwear.  Further reason to 
alter a code that Mr. White describes 
as being “pretty stable” over the last 
several years, may have come in part 
from a sentiment shared by much of 
the faculty, who “often say that on 
out-of-uniform days, things seem a 
little more out of control [than usual],” 
thus drawing a direct link between a 
strictly functioning dress code and 
good behavior, and providing a cogent 
basis for stepping the existing one up 
a notch.  So far, faculty feedback has 

been, in the words of Mr. White, “very 
positive…the students do look better, 
there is an improved sense of commu-
nity in dress.”  Students, on the other 
hand, are almost invariably vehement 
in their denunciation of the alterations.  
Says James Merrick, a sophomore, “I 
don’t really think the change is fair 
because there’s really no point – they’re 
addressing something that really didn’t 
seem like a problem in the first place.”
    Like it or not, students would do well 
to conform to the new regulations, if 
only because of the fact that repeat 
offenders will find themselves not in a 
fifth period session in 012 as was the 
case last year, but rather in Centennial 
Hall, from 7:00 to 7:50 AM.  According 
to Mr. White, “faculty members didn’t 
feel like fifth period detention [last 
year] was a real deterrent…a detention 
should mean something.”  At the end 
of the year, it was the consensus opin-
ion that for several miscreant students 
detention had become more or less syn-
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BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

Heavy machinery rolls across ground usually reserved for afternoon games 
of Ultimate Frisbee. (Photo by Patrick Hudson)

    There will be no more sleeping for 
students in the Common Room this year.  
Walking through the Common Room of 
Carey Hall, one notices many familiar 
things- the portrait of Mr. Finney, the 
elegant fireplaces, the frequented piano 
next to the water fountain.  A drastic 
change, however, is the new arrange-
ment of the furniture.
    Upper School Head Mrs. Turner 
commented that “It [the new arrange-
ment] was a way of cutting down on 
the sleeping in visible areas.”  Students 
were often seen catching a snooze in 
the secluded corners of the Common 
Room during a free period or before 
the school day began.  This issue pro-
vided one reason for the new layout, 
but the explanation for this new design 
is much deeper.  Last year, the Gilman 
News reported that there were visible 
divisions between groups that sat on 
either side of the showcase table in the 

BY BEN SMALL

New Common 
Room Layout Pre-

vents Sleeping, 
Promotes Mingling

continued on Page 2
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FROM THE EDITORS VIEWPOINT

    The Gilman dress code has often 
been fuel for debate between students 
and teachers, and this year’s changes 
look like they will add to the argument 
even further.  The Upper School admin-
istration decided during the summer 
of 2003 that no 
longer would the 
beloved ‘hoodie’ 
be welcome in 
the Gilman com-
munity.  Not only 
that, but also the 
leather jackets 
will not belong 
exclusively to 
championship ath-
letic teams, but to 
anyone willing to 
fork over $140.  
    To understand 
what the possible 
motives are for 
the changes in 
the dress code, 
one must look 
no far ther than 
this year’s school 
theme: unity. The 
school’s intent is 
clear: to promote 
community though uniformity in dress. 
The argument that such a ban restricts 
rights of self-expression is weak, as 
surely Gilman students can find more 
meaningful ways to express themselves 
than dress. By the same token, however, 
it is also unlikely that the implied goal of 

the new rule will be achieved.  
    While the “hoodie” ban has at least a 
reasonable theoretical basis, the selling 
of the jackets is totally misguided and 
unfortunately gives the appearance of 
being merely a money-making venture 

that exploits the 
new dress code 
changes. The one 
defense for the jack-
ets is they will no 
longer be a privilege 
that belongs solely 
to championship 
athletics (i.e. the 
football team.) But 
the politics of the 
situation are com-
plex; the jackets 
carry too heavy a 
symbolic weight to 
be widely appeal-
ing.
 Overall, the 
new additions 
to the Gilman 
dress code are 
not needed.  The 
sweatshirt aspect 
makes only vague 
sense, the jackets 

none at all.  These two attempts at unity 
fail precisely because unity is something 
that cannot be forced.  Unity is an idea, 
a very way of being - and no sweatshirt, 
jacket, or general dress code will be able 
to replace the real thing. 

Alterations to the Dress 
Code A Product of 
Misguided Idealism

THE SELLING 
OF THE JACKETS 
UNFORTUNATELY 

GIVES THE 
APPEARANCE OF 
BEING MERELY A 
MONEY-MAKING 

VENTURE.

John Edwards, a Char-
ismatic Moderate, Will 
Be Key To Democrats’ 

Success
    As President Bush’s first term in office 
draws to a close, voters must once again 
go to the polls next year to do their 
part in deciding our nation’s future.  
Indeed, our nation is now in a rather 
critical state: after a decade of economic 
growth and relative stability, the past 
few years have been turbulent, to say 
the least.  Issues of 
current importance 
range from the War 
on Terror to educa-
tion to Middle East 
policy to the future 
of Iraq.  Voters, 
including some 
Gilman Upper 
Schoolers who are 
or will turn 18 by 
next year, face a 
very difficult elec-
tion.   This is espe-
cially true for those 
who, disenchanted 
with President Bush 
and his failures, 
must distinguish 
between the mul-
titude of Demo-
cratic candidates.  
As a representative 
of the Democratic 
Party, we must 
choose somebody 
strong, somebody 
who, although not 
radical, is willing 
to create positive 
change for the 
country.  America 
needs a president 
who will gather the support of the 
nation behind him or her as we move 
into an era of uncertainty.  The man 
America needs is John Edwards.
    Edwards has humble roots in a small, 
southern town.  He was the first in his 
family to attend college, a testament to 
the fact that he has spent much of his life 
around ordinary, average citizens.  After 
spending about twenty years as a trial 
lawyer, practicing and perfecting the art 
of persuasion, Edwards was elected to 
the US Senate in 1998.  
    Edwards is such an appealing candi-

date because of his relatively moderate 
views, different than the radical, divisive 
views of some of the other democrats.  
While critical of Bush’s War on Terror, 
describing it as essentially a failure, 
Edwards does support Bush’s efforts 
in Iraq.   On the other hand, he still 
maintains that war should always be 

the absolutely 
last resort.  
Economically, 
Edwards sup -
ports a tax cut 
program aimed 
at the middle 
class; he further-
more shuns the 
special benefits 
that Bush’s tax 
cuts allot for the 
richer citizens.  
Edwards also 
believes in the 
idea of a bal -
anced budget; 
he endorses 
budget rules to 
help eliminate 
the enormous 
deficit that Bush 
has created.  
 C e r t a i n l y 
John Edwards 
does not f it 
the descrip -
tion of a typical 
politician.  Only 
having served 
one term in the 
Senate, his expe-
rience running a 

government on a national level is mini-
mal.  Edwards’ appeal, nevertheless, 
comes in both his moderate views and 
his background as a lawyer.  As a trial 
lawyer, essentially a public speaker and 
debater, Edwards must have become 
extremely skilled in the art of address-
ing, persuading, motivating, and inspir-
ing an audience.  This potential ability 
as a charismatic leader, coupled with 
his rather inclusive political views, make 
John Edwards an appealing candidate 
to both Democrats and Republicans.  
-MRS 

AS A REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY, WE MUST 
CHOOSE SOME-
BODY STRONG, 

SOMEBODY WHO, 
ALTHOUGH NOT 

RADICAL, IS WILL-
ING TO CREATE 

POSITIVE CHANGE 
FOR THE COUNTRY. 

Opinion

middle of the Common Room.  Mrs.
Turner remarked that “The middle 
showcase [table] was in some respect 
creating a divide.”  In keeping with this 
year’s school theme of unity, it was logi-
cal to bridge this gap.
    The table was moved from the middle 
of the Common Room, and the couches 
were placed facing each other, and the 
chairs were added around them.  Mrs. 
Turner reasoned that “having the sofas 
facing each other says we’re all here 
together.”  She added, “It’s about unity 
and community.” She remarked on the 

sleeping situation, “The Common Room 
is now more conducive to studying.” 
So far, student opinions of the changes 
have been mixed.  Patrick Benitez ‘05 
concluded that, “There is still a separa-
tion between groups on either side, but 
now they are closer together.”  Pearson 
Hill ‘05 preferred the old arrangement, 
“when it was more private.”  Marcus 
Singleton ‘05 does not believe that “how 
they structured the furniture changed 
the groups that people sit in.”  On a 
positive note, Benitez added happily 
“It’s a more comfortable setting.”  

continued from Page 1Common Room
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    Mrs. Trapp, a French teacher at 
Gilman since 1991, has returned after 
spending the last year (from late August 
2002, to late August 2003) in France as 
a participant in the Fulbright teacher 
exchange. Also as part of the program, 
originally made to encourage better 
understanding among nations through 
scholars and teachers who were given a 
grant to travel, Gilman played host last 
year to a teacher from France, Mme 
Geneste.
    While this was not the first time that 
Mrs. Trapp had been in France – she 
worked on her master’s degree there 
from 1974-1975, founded an exchange 
between RPCS and another school 
there in 1982, and on several occasions 
has accompanied Bryn Mawr students 
on an exchange to Lyon – she neverthe-
less states that “this is the first time I was 
really able to live and work in France. 
It’s very different from traveling.” 
        Mrs. Trapp was stationed at the 
Lycée Paul Rey, a public, co-ed school 
about the same size as Gilman, in the 
small village of Nay in southwestern 
France.  She describes the school as 
striking in its beauty and character; an 
old home expanded into a facility with 
modern classrooms.  “I fell in love with 
it as soon as I saw it; its an absolutely 
beautiful spot,” she says. “You can see 
the Pyrenees. It’s just a very whole-
some, friendly place to be.”  Her lodg-
ing during her stay was Mme Geneste’s 
house - only five minutes away from the 
school itself. 
        Differences between American 
and French education, Mrs. Trapp 
can now say with some authority, are 
several, extending in most cases to 
point to a larger dichotomy between 
the two lifestyles.  French schools, to 
begin with, do not harbor the same 
sort of community mentality as many 
of their American counterparts.  There 
are fewer extracurricular activities, as 
students typically pursue their interests 
outside of school.   This is not to say 

that she was not able to take part in any 
such supplementary pursuits, as she was 
responsible for helping out with various 
school cross-country events.  Indeed, it 
was upon this platform that she expe-
rienced her “10 minutes of fame,” in a 
school-wide event in which she, as one 
of only three teachers to participate, ran 
with both the boys in their 6k race and 
the girls in their 4k, a feat that drew a 
considerable degree of admiration from 
the students, who were “very support-
ive of each other and of me.”  She also 
remembers fondly the excursion in 
which she, along with other faculty, took 
130 students to England for a week, to 
stay in London and Canterbury, a trip 
even including a return trip across the 
channel by hovercraft.
    Such highlights were not the only 
points of enjoyment for Mrs. Trapp, 
who contends that one of the aspects 
of her time in France that she most 
relished was simply the “more humane 
rhythm to life.”  French psychologists 
decided a long time ago that students 
need a day off during the week – thus 
upper school students are allowed the 
afternoon off every Wednesday.  Says 
Mrs. Trapp, “People just like to talk, 
people take breaks just to go skiing 
and enjoy themselves.”  Despite the 
increased time off, she firmly believes 
“that students cover the same amount 
of material, just at a less hectic pace.”  
She even ventures to state that perhaps 
we could learn a thing or two from the 
French, insisting, “I don’t want to be a 
maverick, but I would like to propose 
certain changes…I don’t know that we 
have to push and push and push the way 
we do to finish by June…you just don’t 
see the stress – I never see the stress [in 
France] the way I do here.”  
    The quality and tenor of the educa-
tion itself is also markedly different.  Eng-
lish teachers, particularly, are singularly 
analytical - often spending weeks ana-
lyzing a single paragraph to the utmost 
extent.  Mrs. Trapp recounts one such 

case in which she taught Robert Frost’s 
“The Road Not Taken,” with a colleague, 
spending seven classes on one part of 
the poem and prompting her remark 
that “I’ve never taken anything so 
deeply.”  Is it possible that these French 
professors are simply becoming mired in 
the superfluous?  Mrs. Trapp puts forth 
the fact that “when I first started with 
[French] teachers in August, I thought, 
‘this is nit-picking,’ but that nit-picking 
became very special to me.”  She goes 
on to liken the French practice of cull-
ing everything a text has to offer to “a 
rose bud, blooming slowly to become a 
beautiful rose,” and again the decidedly 
French pace – spending weeks on a par-
ticular passage – seems an improvement 
over what sees in American classroom.  
Says Mrs. Trapp, “It’s a quality way of 
learning, while we have the SAT I and 
II, the AP exams, and all this quantity, 
quantity, rushing – this sort of competi-
tiveness.  I would submit that in the end, 
they [the French students] have a better 
understanding of Robert Frost than most 
Americans.”  
    This recognition of some of the 
plainly evident assets of the French 
educational approach unfortunately 
has its downside, making Mrs. Trapp a 
bit confused as to her educational alle-
giances coming into the new school 
year.  Says she, “When I think of this 
idea of quality over quantity, I’m a little 
nervous because I don’t want to teach 
the same way [having participated 
firsthand in the French system] but at 
the same time I don’t want to change 
[because] I’m part of a department that 
works together.  The question is how to 
affect a few meaningful changes.”
These concerns do not represent the 
first time Mrs. Trapp has found herself 
experiencing some degree of emotional 
turmoil in connection with her French 
residency.  Even as she enjoyed such 
simple pleasures as interacting with her 
students, running through the coun-
tryside, and “improving her culinary 
repertoire” (she marvels at the bliss 
she derived 
from cook-
ing and eating 
a very fresh 
rural French 
diet) there was 
the looming 
shadow of the 
commence -
ment of the war 
in Iraq, a time 
that marked 
a new, stark 
divide between 
American and 
French political 
policy.  Mrs. 
Trapp stresses 
that she was 
never on the 
receiving end 
of any Anti -
American senti-
ment.  On the 
contrary, she 
realized that she 
“felt a solidarity” 
with her French 
colleagues and 
students who 
were unani -
mous in their 
d isapprova l 
of the actions 
of the Bush 
admin i s t r a -
tion, and their 
general loss of 
respect for the 
president itself.  
She describes 
her feelings as 

those of “frustration” at being away, 
and seeing coverage of widespread 
American support for the war effort on 
the TV news channels while her per-
spective reflected that of her French 
colleagues.  
    Unfortunately, Mrs. Trapp was not 
able to leave France without certain 
regrets.  Towards the end of the year, 
as the government began proposing 
changes to the educational system, as 
well as certain regulations such as the 
retirement age, there were widespread 
strikes throughout the community.  
As part of their “civic education,” it is 
expected that French students will strike 
alongside the adults – this is seen as 
a basic tenet of every French person’s 
right to personal expression.  She looks 
wistfully at all the lessons lost, citing her 
frustration particularly on the days when 
only one or two students showed up 
for class.  Even on the days when the 
school teemed with young scholars, 
there was never really a sense of com-
munity.  There were no assemblies, no 
advisory meetings – as a teacher in a 
French school, if you don’t teach a stu-
dent, the chances you will ever meet 
him/her are extraordinarily slim.  On 
the other hand, Mrs. Trapp contends 
that the relationship between student 
and teacher is a bit different, as French 
children are taught to exhibit the utmost 
respect and affection for adults.  She 
describes that a typical greeting, even 
from children she didn’t know would 
involve a cheek-to-cheek kiss.  This 
kind of enthusiasm is a “wonderful part 
of French mannerism,” something one 
“just [doesn’t] see all the time in the US,” 
and is just one of the many facets of the 
French society that she will find herself 
missing.  Indeed it is almost a good thing 
that she finds herself having trouble 
leaving France behind, for she says, 
“the mark of a good exchange is when 
you think, ‘Gee, I could spend another 
year.’”  Fittingly, she has already made 
plans for her next visit in mid- June, as 
soon as her obligations in the US are 
fulfilled. 

A Year In France 
For Madame Trapp

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

Mme Trapp poses with Mme Natalie Geneste outside the Château de Pau. 
(Photo courtesy of Mrs. Trapp)

Mme Trapp in Pau, dwarfed by sons Arthur ‘01 and David 
‘97. (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Trapp)
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    Unity.  It came to life last spring when 
the three division heads along with Mr. 
McGill and Mr. Schmick assembled in 
an administrative council to discuss 
possible school themes.  Mr. McGill 
recalled that the decision to designate 
unity as Gilman’s theme was simple, for 
unity essentially was the theme to which 
most previous ones pointed.  “With so 
much disunity in the world,”  he said, 
“we need to talk about how to build 
unity.”
    Accordingly, Gilman began actively 
promoting its new theme.  Upper School 
Principal Mrs. Turner asked teachers to 
recommend a pertinent summer reading 
book.  Of the many novels suggested, 
a committee, consisting of Dr. Harris, 
Mrs. Turner, and Mr. Christ, picked Alex 
Kotlowitz’s The Other 
Side of the River.  Mr. 
Harris explained the 
selection saying, “The 
book raises all sorts of 
questions and issues 
we can learn from.”  
Mrs. Turner echoed 
this sentiment saying, 
“Kotlowitz’s novel 
is a good launching 
point for discus-
sions.”  Thus, in the 
upcoming weeks and 
months, assemblies 
will focus on explor-
ing the topics found 
within this book.  
    Unity will also be 
purveyed through 
a series of lectures 
commemorat ing 
Brown v. Board of 
Education.  Dr. Thorn-
bery, along with the 
aid of Mr. McGill and 
Mrs. Turner, arranged 
for speakers, ranging 
from the son of a 
civil rights activist to 
a former headmas-
ter, to address the 
student body during 
assembly.  These indi-
viduals will focus on 
issues such as school 
desegregation, expe-
riences in the segre-
gated south, and the relevance of the 
Brown decision today.  Dr. Thornbery 
hopes that these lectures will “stimulate 
thought and discussion about the mean-
ing of an integrated society in years to 
come.” 
    With such an emphasis on unity, it 
would appear as though this is an issue 
with which Gilman struggles.  Yet, Mr. 
McGill commented, “Unity is not really a 
problem at Gilman…I’m impressed how 
much students support the mission of 
the school and seem willing to support 
its objectives.”  Also, Mr. McGill stated 
that when he first visited Gilman, he was 
most impressed with the school’s unity.  
Likewise, Mrs. Turner does not consider 
unity a major concern at Gilman.  She 
said, “Unity is not an problematic 
issue, but something we can talk about 
because we pride ourselves on com-
munity.” 
    Outside the administration, however, 
there are varying levels of questioning 
Gilman’s unity.  Some think unity is 
an area in which schools always can 
improve. Dr. Harris commented, “Every 

community deals with tensions discussed 
at some extent; we can always do better 
in terms of unity.”  Similarly, Senior Class 
Vice President Mac Williams stated, “As 
a whole, unity is important in any institu-
tion and can always be improved upon.”  
Others, though, thought that unity at 
Gilman was in a somewhat direr situ-
ation.  Chris Jones ’04 claimed, “The 
sports and artist groups rarely mix,” and 
Tim Douglas ’04 said, “Unity definitely 
is a good issue to address because there 
are divisions within each grade and the 
school at large.  While there is no overt 
racism, jokes often cross the line.”  
Likewise, Mr. Kirby, the teacher who 
suggested Kotlowitz’s book, feels that 
unity is a serious problem at Gilman that 
must be dealt with.  He said, “There are 

all sorts of divi-
sions at Gilman 
School and at 
times race is one 
of them, but it 
is not the only 
one.  There are 
also divisions 
around stu-
dents’ particular 
interests, around 
social class, and 
around sexual 
o r i en t a t i on .  
There are even 
sometimes divi-
sions between 
the student body 
and faculty.” Mr. 
Kirby thinks that 
Gilman could 
use The Other 
Side of the River 
as an impetus for 
change because 
the book would 
help Gilman 
address divisions 
within the school 
and divisions 
between Gilman 
and the local 
community. 
 Thus, while 
the school 
pushes forward 
in its quest to 

explore the issues 
surrounding unity, there is disunity over 
whether unity already exists. When 
asked about this contradiction, Mr. 
Schmick, a long time faculty member 
at Gilman, replied that some administra-
tive members might not be as attuned to 
the student body as teachers and other 
students are.  This in part could explain 
the discrepancies between the opinions 
of the state of unity at Gilman.   Mr. 
Schmick, who makes a conscious effort 
to be connected with students, mixes 
the two contrasting viewpoints on unity.  
He stated, “From my perspective, there 
are clearly rifts in the student popula-
tion and faculty, but it is not as evident 
this year as I have seen in past years.”  
Mr. Schmick senses that unity has been 
improving over the past few years and 
hopes that this trend will continue.  Yet, 
in order for this to happen, he feels that 
there must be discussion about unity 
and presenting of different cultures and 
beliefs.  The assemblies planned for this 
year fit these qualifications and as Mr. 
Schmick hopes, will lead to a more uni-
fied Gilman. 

“Who killed Eric McGinnes?  The world may never 
know, but for those of us in the Upper School who 
read Alex Kotlowitz’s The Other Side of the River, it 
might be enough for us to consider the implications 
and results of McGinnes’s death for two small com-
munities in southwestern Michigan: the death of a 
sixteen year-old black boy prompted a backlash of 
racism and hatred that shattered relations between 
mostly-white St. Joseph’s and mostly-black Benton 
Harbor.  Just as the O.J. Simpson murder trial exposed 
a raw, ugly side of race relations in America, the Eric 
McGinnes story reveals how deep and stubborn 
are the roots of racial fear and misunderstanding in 
our society.  Given Kotlowitz’s relatively balanced 
account of the events surrounding the murder, what 
lessons might we draw about racial prejudice, power, 
politics and community in this country?  Is The Other 
Side of the River just an aberration, an exception to 
the norm, or is it a story about all of us, about the 
potential for self-destruction that lies beneath the 
surface of every community?  What does this book 
have to offer us as members of the Gilman commu-
nity? “ -Dr. Harris 

This Year’s School Theme: “Unity”
BY JOSH SWEREN

THUS, WHILE 
THE SCHOOL 
PUSHES FOR-
WARD IN ITS 

QUEST TO 
EXPLORE THE 
ISSUES SUR-
ROUNDING 

UNITY, THERE IS 
DISUNITY OVER 

WHETHER UNITY 
ALREADY EXISTS.
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onymous with study hall.  Something 
more was needed, and what better to 
strike at than something very near and 
dear to the adolescent heart - sleep? 
Clearly, the potential for an early morn-
ing appointment has proved an ample 
disincentive for students with disruption 
on their minds – Mr. White reports only 
six detentions to this point in the year, 
a number perhaps also deflated based 
on Ms. Turner’s decision that deten-
tions were not to be “handed out like 
wildfire” to students in violation of the 
dress code, preferring that they first be 
sent to the dean’s office to see if they 
can be properly outfitted there before 
any disciplinary action is taken.  
    If students are looking with distress 
at a closet full of winter gear now ren-
dered illegal for wear during school 
hours, one might encourage them to 
avail themselves of another new statute 
presented this year – the opportunity 
for every student to purchase a Gilman 
jacket of a similar breed to the ones 
worn by the varsity football team.  The 
proposal to make such jackets available 
to the entire student body – an idea 
originally presented by Ms. Turner, was 
not intended to spark a money-making 
venture, says Mr. White, standing rather 
as an attempt to be “fair and equitable,” 
providing an equal purchasing oppor-
tunity for all students.  In any case, the 
intentions are positive, as they are all 
with all of the new policy alterations, 
geared towards improving a community 
that will doubtless prove tolerant of their 
inception – as far as more changes go, 
Mr. White speaks of an assessment to 
be made mid-year to gauge progress or 
setbacks, which will allow the faculty or 
administration to respond if necessary.

PHOTO-FEATURE - September 11, 2003

The Clubs Fair

The Clubs Fair attracted a 
large crowd to the Middle 
School cafeteria. (Photo by 
Adrian Kostrubiak)

Seniors Patrick Hudson 
and David Lindsey man the 
Photography Club’s table. 
(Photo by Adrian Kostru-
biak)

Junior Patrick Sung Lee tries 
to convince the photogra-
pher to celebrate Gilman’s 
diversity. (Photo by Adrian 
Kostrubiak)

Dress Code 
Alterations 

and Alterca-
tions

continued from Page 1

asked about specific injury problems 
common among turf fields she replied, 
“…research has shown that because this 
specific turf gives so much, there is a 
major decrease in ACL, abrasion, and 
infection injuries when compared to 
other turfs and even natural grass fields.”  
Although the new surface will appear 
the same as others, the grass will feel 
thicker. In addition, a mixture of rubber 
and sand will be located two and a half 
inches underneath the surface.  When 
asked about the future replacement of 
other fields with turf, both Mr. Holley 
and Ms. Bristow replied with, “Although 
at this time there are no immediate 
plans, the future of other renovations 
will come with time”. 

New Turf 
For The 

Oval
continued from Page 1
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ISABEL STRIKES GILMAN
Extensive Preparations For Hurricane 
Cannot Prevent Uprooted Trees and 

Downed Powerlines

PHOTO-FEATURE

THE PREPARATIONS: Above left, trash cans 
brought in from outdoors for fear of high 
winds line the corridors of Carey Hall. Above 
center, benches on the Harris Terrace are laid 
on their sides the afternoon before the storm. 
(Photos by Davis Lindsey) 

THE DAMAGES: Top right, a fallen wire is 
repaired on Cold Spring Lane. Bottom left, 
mounds of dirt mark the former locations 
of two trees near Gilman’s Harris Terrace. 
(Photos by Tom Miller) Center left, a house 
on Moravia Road is obscured by a large fallen 
tree. (Photo by Cesare Ciccanti)
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The first-round match for the Gilman It’s Academic team will be on Saturday 
October 4th at 10:00 am at WJZ-TV studios (Channel 13) on TV Hill.  Our 
competition will be Edgewood and Owings Mills.  Admission is free and no 
ticket or reservation is needed - just show up and cheer on Gilman’s team!  If 
we win we’ll be in the second round in March. This year’s team consists of: 
senior Andrew Janet (this year’s captain) and juniors Andy Pasternak and Neil 
Thupari. Junior Peter Brockmeyer will serve as an alternate.  For directions to 
WJZ, contact the station or Mr. Shields.

    On August 18, Gilman water polo 
players returned early to school from 
their summer vacation to begin training 
rigorously for the start of their season. 
During those two weeks and practices, 
head coach Scot Budde and assistant 
coaches Jay Silverman and Sara Col-
angelo worked these players hard in 
a variety of drills which strengthened 
their shots, passes, speed, and their 
ability to play strategically as a team. 
This year’s team looks strong with a 
corps of returning members: captain 
Alan Wu ‘04, captain Yuchi Zhang ‘04, 
Matt Eager ‘04, Andrew Marshak ‘04, 
Tom Miller ‘04, Doug Scott ‘04, Ryan 
Smith ’05. Despite losing two key play-
ers last year,Gibbs Burke ‘03 and Slavik 
Shparaga ‘03, the team gains plenty of 
experience from having nine seniors in 
their ranks.  
    When asked about the prospects 
of the other teams in the conference, 
team captain Yuchi Zhang remarked 
that the competition will be tough.  
He commented on Loyola’s speed and 
quickness and on Calvert Hall’s polished 
water polo skills. Zhang mentioned that 
although Mt. St. Joseph is still a young 
program, they are improving very fast. 
Zhang went on to explain his goals for 
the team by referring to the last cham-
pionship season of 2000: “Personally, 
I want to win MIAA’s again.  I want a 
more balanced team by having every-
body contribute by scoring and doing 
what is needed.”  Team captain Alan 
Wu also added, “Despite losing two 
key players last year, there is a wide 
pool of talent available on our team.” 
    During the preseason, Gilman 
squared off against powerhouse Ger-
mantown on August 29 and suffered a 
6-16 loss.  Soon afterwards, the team 
played Gonzaga on September 8 and 
rebounded with a 19-7 win. From 
September 19-21, the team hosted the 
Gilman Water Polo Challenge drawing 
in schools from along the East Coast.  
The team placed fourth in the tourna-
ment. Rob Boyd commented, “It was a 
good opportunity to interact with play-
ers from teams we wouldn’t usually see.  
We didn’t do as well as we would have 
liked, though I know we all had a fantas-
tic time running the tournament.”  Most 
recently, the team faced McDonough 
on September 24 and took down the 
Eagles in a 12-5 victory.
    Coming back from a hard defeat 
in the MIAA finals to Calvert Hall last 
year, head coach Scot Budde remarked 
about the rest of the season, “I think it 
will be a difficult year simply due to the 
competition in the league.  Every match 
is important.  We have to play hard and 
get ready for each one.” He noted, how-
ever, that seniors Alan Wu, Yuchi Zhang, 
and Andrew Marshak provide a strong 
core of offense, defense, and overall 
water polo skills.  He also pointed out 
that the team’s largest obstacle will be 
to overcome teams with faster swim-
mers.  With a 2-1 conference record, 
the team looks to advance their record 
in upcoming games against John Car-
roll on September 30 and in a rematch 
against Loyola on October 1.

Water Polo 
Season Starts 
with Fierce 

Competition
BY CHRIS HONG

    Finally, on October 4th Gilman 
football has its first home game against 
Mount Saint Joseph’s.  For the rest of 
the season, in addition to traditional 
opponents (Mount St. Joe, St. Paul’s, 
Loyola, Calvert Hall, and of course 
McDonough), on October 25th, St. 
Joseph’s Prep will come down from 
Philadelphia to Gilman, to take on the 
Greyhounds.
    Many people have written off this 
season because of the “youth” of this 
year’s team.  With several lower-class-
men being forced to play this year, 
many people feel that the Greyhounds 
are simply too inexperienced to win this 
year.  However, this is not the case.  This 
year’s senior class is working unbeliev-

    Mr. Bill Auerswald was always 
a sports fan – growing up in Long-
meadow, a small town in western 
Massachusetts where he excelled in 
lacrosse and sailing.  While attending 
Law school at Cornell, he served as the 
“color” man for Cornell lacrosse on the 
radio while helping to coach the sailing 
team.  His first experience as a teacher 
came after his first year of law school 
when he took a sabbatical teaching 
position at the Deerfield Academy, a 
prestigious Massachusetts institution. 
He moved to Colorado to begin his 
career as a lawyer. Soon legal practice 
began to lose its appeal for him, and 
coaching interests began to expand, 
he became general manager for the 
Vail Tier I Hockey program. His move 
to Baltimore was intended to bring a 
change of scenery and an opportunity 
to teach Economics and Business at the 
collegiate level at Loyola College.
    Although Mr. Auerswald had no pre-
vious affiliation with the school, he was 
acquainted with Mr. Pothel, the former 
Gilman teacher, and Ms. Emily Soden, 
the current Upper School librarian. He 
spoke to Mr. McGill last spring about the 
hockey program, and, thus  was first in 
line when Mr. Veillette elected not to 
return.  His transition is eased by the 
anticipation that he feels regarding the 
potential success of the coming season. 
He commented, “[I look forward] to 
working with a motivated, competi-
tive, mature group of talented players 
who have ambitious goals.”  He was 
particularly struck by the “enthusiasm, 
positive attitude and team-oriented out-
look of the hockey players I have met, 
and the extent to which the students 
seem [ready] to take on leadership in 
school activities.”  Though it is now his 
team, he is not planning on instituting 
any sweeping changes.  Mr. Auerswald 
did not know Coach Veillette and is not 
familiar with his system. Thus, his plans 
are limited to “try[ing] to use systems 
that play to our strengths and that we 
can implement with confidence and 
success…this team has had some real 
success recently, and I don’t want to 
derail them.”  
    Mr. Auerswald remarked on the future 
prospects of the team, “I think this will 
be a breakout year for Gilman hockey.  
There is a great core of seniors who have 
played together for years and who don’t 
want anything less than a championship 
when they are done.  Our games will 
be exciting to watch, and I really hope 
the whole Gilman community will turn 
out to support this group in its drive 
for a league title.”  The team has been 
working on strength, conditioning, and 
technique since August and will hit the 
ice for the first time on September 30, 
with their first game coming some time 
in mid-November.

continued from Page 8

continued from Page 8

Yuchi Zhang ‘04 prepares to shoot on McDonogh’s goalie. (Photo by John 
Davisson)

Sports

ably hard to give leadership to a young 
team. “We’re asking our seniors to do 
a lot.” says Poggi in The Sun.  Although 
the team lost 26 seniors to graduation 
this past spring, the current seniors have 
ably filled the leadership void.  Junior 
Jordan Tucker says: “This year’s seniors 
are not only working hard to make sure 
that this year’s team succeeds, but they 
are also working to assure the success 
of the program for years to come.  They 
teach us younger guys a lot, and they 
make us want to work harder in order to 
accomplish our goals for the future.”
    As the season progresses, the Gilman 
football team is working hard, and look-
ing forward to future successes.

Gilman Football Team Doggedly Pursues 
Goals

New Hockey 
Coach
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    Gilman’s varsity football team always 
has one of the most grueling schedules 
in the nation, and this season is no dif-
ferent.  The season began with three 
difficult games, all on the road, and 
all outside of Baltimore.   Although 
the team returned from their road trip 
with mixed results, going 1-2, they feel 
confident that they will still accomplish 
their overall goals of winning the MIAA 
“A” conference championship, and of 
beating McDonogh.
    The Greyhounds suffered a tough 
defeat at the hands of Georgetown Prep, 
formerly ranked number 1 in the D.C. 
area by the Washington post.  It was 
disappointing because the score was 
14-9, and the team came away feeling 
that they should have come away with 
a win.  A week later, Gilman was back in 
Washington to play the Dematha Stags 
at FedEx Auxiliary field.  In the pour-
ing rain, the Hounds fought hard to no 
avail, losing 15-7, but feeling satisfied 
with their effort. 
    Although the first two games of the 
season have ended in defeat, the team’s 
efforts have not been for naught. “We 
got a lot better” said head coach Biff 
Poggi in The Sun. Both games were 
low scoring, hard fought battles that 
could have gone either way.  The team 
played very hard and showed a lot of 
heart despite the outcomes. On Satur-
day, September 20, Gilman loaded up 
very early in the aftermath of hurricane 
Isabel, and marched up to Blairstown, 
New Jersey to play the Buccaneers of 
Blair Academy.   The Greyhounds suf-
focating defense staggered the Bucca-
neers as Gilman fought towards a 
7-6 win.

    The Gilman Volleyball program looks 
like it has done everything needed in 
order to be a real threat in the MIAA’s. 
So far, the team looks like it will make 
a steady run into the playoffs with their 
consistent, mistake-free game style. 
“We pass and play defense better than 
most other teams,” said the middle hitter 
Pat Marshall (‘05) just one of the nine 
returning juniors from last year’s club 
team. “We also do not make a lot of 
mistakes like most other teams.”
    Although the team is very strong 
defensively, this is not to say that the 
team lacks offensive firepower.  The 
varsity  volleyball team has several play-
ers that can consistently put up some 
points.  “Coach Gabbey was lucky to 
have some good athletes on this team 
because it usually takes a few years to 
build a solid team. But you gotta give it 
to Coach Gabbey for doing a real good 
job of taking the athletes and turning 
them into volleyball players,” said Jake 
Dubois (‘04), the lone senior and the 
captain of the team.  This team of great 
athletes could turn out to have a tremen-
dously explosive, hard-hitting offense.  
This edge along with their defense and 
passing have been and should continue 
to be a winning formula. 
    The team started the season with a 
tough 2-3 loss against a good Loyola 
team. After winning the first two sets 
and needing just one more for the win, 
fatigue kicked in and the underclassmen 
broke down emotionally, according to 
Dubois. Next came Mt. St. Joe, through 
whom the Greyhounds breezed through 
for a 3-0 victory. They defeated St. Fran-
ces and Boys’ Latin with scores of 3-1 
and 3-2, respectively. 
    In the 1st and 2nd sets of the game 
against John Carroll, the team showed 
toughness and the positive attitude of 
the team. Although John Carroll had a 
clear advantage of size and strength 
over the Gilman players, the whole team 
showed a gritty attitude, alongside some 
sparkling passes by Pell George (‘05) 

and setter Hal Turner (‘05). They came 
out with the first set, but it ended in a 
disappointing loss against an excellent 
team. 
    The path to their first playoffs will 
be far from an easy stroll. With their 
record now standing 
at a respectable 3-2 
mark, they will face 
the tough Loyola 
and John Carroll 
teams each once 
more. The team will 
play its last regular 
season home game 
against the defend-
ing champs, Calvert 
Hall. According to 
Coach Gabbey, their 
toughest opponent 
this season is going 
to be John Carroll. 
“From what I’ve seen, 
I think they hit hard 
and pass a lot better 
than a lot of the other 
teams,” confirmed Pat 
Marshall.
    However, the 
team’s schedule and 
the fact that they are a 
very young team does 
not seem to waver 
their confidence 
at all. The team, 
including Coach, 
seems very optimis-
tic about making it 
to the playoffs. “I 
know these players 
are smart enough 
and good enough to 
do it. We CAN play 
at the highest level 
because they are 
ready for it,” Coach 
Gabbey remarked. 
Being a lone senior 
could be a tough 
leadership position 

    When Mr. Veillette, the coach of the 
2002-3 Gilman Varsity hockey team sent 
a letter to the school in late August stat-
ing that he would not be back because 
of a change in his wife’s schedule, there 
was no panic as administrators set to 
work to fill the position. After a couple 
of weeks, a coach was found in time 
for the start of the hockey intramural 
program in the fall.
    Mr. Bill Auerswald at the reins of the 
Gilman Varsity hockey program this year 
reflects the attitude of the hockey pro-
gram as a whole this year.  “Confident 
without cockiness,” is how Mr. Perkins 
described him.  He never played high 
school hockey, nor did he even pick the 
sport up until he entered law school at 
Cornell, an institution well known for its 
hockey tradition and prowess.  Despite a 
lack of playing time, he brings with him 
eleven years of coaching experience 
and an unbridled passion for a game 
that, he wistfully states, “I wish I had 
started playing earlier.”

Tough Start 
of Season 
For Varsity 
Football

BY SAM NOVEY

for their captain Jake Dubois. “I have 
to keep the underclassmen from getting 
down emotionally. I will be an example 
to others when they see me.” Now all 
they have to do is go out there and win 
it.

Junior Pell George of the Volleyball team follows the 
descent of the ball. (Photo by Arun Anandakrishnan)

Good Attitude Guides Volleyball 
Through Its First MIAA Season

BY KEUN HEE OH

New Varsity 
Hockey Coach

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW
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