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Five minutes until history 
class.  You realize that you forgot to 
get the required book.  You begin to 
panic until you remember that you 
can run to the Country Store, buy 
the book, and be back in time for 
class.  This scene may be a common 
occurrence for some, and not so 
common for others, but everyone 
in the Gilman community has, at 
some time, reaped the benefits of 
the proximity and easy accessibility 
of the Gilman Country Store.

Since its opening twenty 
years ago, the Country Store has 
served as a local convenience store 
for everyone in the tri-school area.  
Although it may seem that the store 
serves students only, Mrs. Carter, 
head of the Country Store, stated, 
“We serve the students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and even the local 
neighbors.”  The sales are driven 
by the needs of these groups, and 
all profits go directly to the Gilman 
School.  In her best attempt to sum 
up the goal of the school store, Mrs. 
Carter said, “We are a general store 
for the community…. we anticipate 
the needs of the entire community.”

Though the Country Store is 
doubtless in an opportune location, 
customers often voice their concerns 
about high prices.  As a small store, 
it cannot mark down prices like a 
larger store has the ability to do.  
The concern with prices is most 
commonly evident when it comes 
to buying books.  For example, 
shopping via Yahoo, Dime Dos, a 

Spanish textbook, can be found for 
about $44 from Premier, whereas 
at the Country Store, the price for a 
new version of the same textbook is 
about $95.   Another example is to 
be found in the price of Advanced 
Mathematics.  It can be bought 
at Wal-Mart and Books A Million 
for about $72, and can be found 
at A Book Company (an online 
distributor) for a base price of $52.  
These prices are to be compared to 
the Country Store price of about 
$80.  Although many of these listed 
stores offer new books for cheaper 
prices than the Country Store, the 
store does offer an option that most 
distributors do not - buying used 
books for about half the price of the 
new version.  For those that prefer 
a new book, however, there is no 
doubt that bigger stores can offer a 
better price than the Country Store.  
While the Country Store provides 
convenience, a bigger store, such 
as Wal-Mart, simply provides 
better value for new books, leading 
one to believe that convenience 
translates into a trade-off for value.  
According to an informal survey 
that showed that the vast majority 
of Gilman students buy their books 
at the Gilman Store, however, it is 
obvious that the facility of dealing 
with the Country Store customers, 
does typically offset whatever price 
inflation there is to be found.

The tendencies of the Gilman 
Store compare more closely to those 
of other small school stores in the 

Country Store: Expediency 
or Economy?

BY JACK KELLEHER AND DAVID FINE
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John Tracey ‘04 purchases an item from Mrs. Carter at the Country Store. 
(Photo by Keun Hee Oh)

area, specifically that of Bryn Mawr 
and Roland Park.  Though the prices 
of sundry items such as pencils, 
pens, index cards, etc. vary slightly 
amongst the three different school 

stores, the differences are negligible.  
As far as clothing is concerned, one 
must be careful in engaging in a 
price comparison, since the material 
and the features of the clothing vary 

Scheduling  
Welcomes Several 
New Classes For 

Next Year
BY GEORGIOS GITTIS, BRANDON HAMMER, 

AND ZAHIR RAHMAN

This April, rising 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors 
are choosing their schedules 
for the 2004-2005 school year.  
Although course requirements 
for rising sophomores and juniors 
do not allow individual students 
much leeway, rising seniors get 
to choose from a wide variety of 
electives at Gilman, Roland Park, 
and Bryn Mawr. These interesting 
and challenging courses range from 
African-American literature to 
Holocaust studies.  Since there are 
so many courses to choose from, 
most of them are only one semester 
long, enabling students to choose 
from a large and diverse group of 
classes to take during their last year 
of high school.  This extensive and 
unique curriculum has reached its 
immense size because new classes 
have been added every year, and 
this year will be no exception. Next 

year, Topics in Physics (at Bryn 
Mawr), Identity in Literature (at 
Roland Park), and Islamic Studies 
(at Gilman) will be added to the 
’04-’05 school curriculum. 

Mr. Carey, a recent addition 
to the Gilman faculty, was the 
one who decided to create Islamic 
Studies, a class that will focus on 
“the promotion of critical thinking 
and the topical interest of a ‘newer’ 
identity”.  Mr. Carey, a graduate 
of anthropology and history from 
Colorado University, has spent the 
last four years teaching in Malaysia, 
a predominantly Muslim country.  
He plans on providing seniors 
with a challenging curriculum, 
incorporating texts from Karen 
Armstrong, Bernard Lewis, and 
Edward Saeed. He hopes that after 
reading these authors his students 
will not only  “understand the 
beliefs of Muslims, but then analyze 
their status in present society.”  
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be done?
The dilemma has already 

been diagnosed: how far can 
Gilman go in enforcing the thefts 
without questioning the trust value 
of the community?  The solution is 
unfortunate but true.  To decrease 
the acts of theft, Gilman members 
must defend themselves.  There are 
too many backpacks lying around 
in open areas of the campus, such 
as the Common Room.  Even 
placing backpacks in locker rooms 
would decrease chances of theft, 
although locking belongings in a 

locker would cause protection to be 
as fail-safe as possible.  If students 
leave belongings out in the open, 
then the temptation is only greater 
for the stealer.  A person would not 
leave his or her car unlocked in a 
parking lot, so why leave backpacks, 
in a sense, “unlocked”?  This is not 
to say that any victims of theft are 
morally at fault for being stolen 

“My calculator’s gone.”
“You think someone took 

it?  Where did you leave it?”
“It was in my backpack – I 

left it in the locker room.”
“….Ohhhhh.”

It’s happened to you before.  
Your calculator, CD player, wallet, 
sports apparel, insert-expensive-
name-brand-here, has been stolen 

and the reaction you get upon 
reporting the theft, a sympathetic, 
yet visibly exasperated sigh, leaves 
you feeling all but complicit in the 
wrongdoing.  

Certainly nobody likes to 
take responsibility for a mistake, 
but is it really necessary to feel 
culpable when your cell phone is 
snatched out of your backpack?  
Some, who like to insinuate 
that your bag was providing an 
irresistible temptation to whatever 
thief chose to step over the 
twenty-odd others to dig for your 
offending and ill-protected means 
of mobile communication, would 
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LETTERS
2/19/04    
     
Jeffrey Seibert

State of the Art?
Gilman takes pride in being 

one of the top high schools in the 
country, and its place on that list is 
uncontested. In many areas, Gilman 
thrives, but in the field of technology, 
the current state of the school is less 
than desirable.
 Computers on the school̓ s 
network are hampered by restrictions 
imposed under the pretense of 
security, forcing students to find 
creative workarounds to accomplish 
tasks that should be easy and 
straightforward. One such example 

is the creation of a new browser 
window in Internet Explorer, which 
has been inexplicably disabled. This 
action, being anything but a security 
risk, forces students to return to the 
desktop and launch a new instance 
of the application, leading to the 
same end result but taking twice the 
time.
 Further limiting their 
potential use, the publicly available 
computers are remarkably devoid 
of software. The complete lack 
of graphics applications or utility 
programs, such as FTP clients, 
makes it difficult to use the systems 

Opinion

continued on Page 3

POINT... ...COUNTERPOINT

Backpacks lie idle on the Common Room floor after students 
leave for Assembly. (Photo by Matt Youn)

Students Must Take Responsibility 
In Dealing With Theft

In recent weeks, light has 
been shone upon the consistent 
occurrence of theft in the Gilman 
community.  Cell phones from 
lockers, money from backpacks, 
and other materials have been 
stolen, leading to an address 
in Assembly revealing the 
victimization of many students 
and a subsequent student survey.  
Unlike times when leaving 
backpacks idle in the Common 
Room seemed harmless, the spread 
of theft has reached the point 
where one cannot expect to have 
belongings intact after leaving 
them unguarded.  There is too 
much theft, too much distrust, too 
much temptation, and people must 
prepare against these problems.  
There has been the question of 
the culprit s̓ punishment.  Should 
the penalty for theft lead to an 
expulsion after the first time, or 
should the first time punishment 
be a warning suspension?  This 
deliberation over the extent of 
punishment is moot, however, for 
the temptation of stealing would 
more than likely blind the culprit s̓ 
judgment of future punishments 
in the heat of his or her action.  In 
addition, there is the unknowing 
probability that outsiders of the 
school come onto campus and steal 
as well, and outsiders are obviously 
not interested in the school̓ s 
punishments at all.  So what should 

Who Bears the Blame for Recent Thefts at Gilman?

apparently argue that this is the 
case.

The fact is, those intent 
enough on pilfering sundry 
expensive conveniences that they 
will rifle through three zipper 
pouches and a Velcro pocket to 
get to them, are going to find a 
means.  Still, the student body 
has been admonished on several 
occasions for not “locking up” 
properly, as if it is every citizen’s 
responsibility to preside over 
his/her own personal Fort Knox 
of a locker, returning twice or 
thrice each day for the express 
purpose of stowing away an entire 
backpack.  And even then, what of 
the student who, while dressing, 
was careless enough to leave his 
gym locker open, shirking his anti-
theft vigilance just long enough for 
several articles of clothing to be 
carried off.  Surely this student is 
not at fault, unless those dressing 
before athletics are now expected 
to perhaps strip, surreptitiously 
open their locker a crack, and then 
perform a swift switch between 
school and athletic gear, so as to 
totally eliminate the threat of foul 
play.

It seems ridiculous, but, in 
principle, is this student any less 
blameworthy than someone who 
turns his back on his possessions 
for three minutes?  Or five?  Or 
a full period perhaps?  Where do 
we draw the line between outright 
theft, a nebulous hybrid of theft 
and carelessness, and 90 parts 
carelessness, 10 parts theft?  Surely 
there is something remiss about 
classifying theft as anything less 
than pure theft – and to question 
a student’s right to be considered 
an unwitting victim in such cases, 
seems to be doing just so.  Should 
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for anything other than writing in 
Word. This leaves students, seeking 
a break from writing papers, little 
else to do than idly browse the 
Internet and therefore wind up 
playing games. This “misuse” of 
the computers played a role in the 
summary elimination of the first floor 
computer lab over this past summer, 
shocking students and drawing 
endless complaints from those 
who used them productively. For a 
school trying to advocate the use of 
technology, this is an embarrassing 
way to “fix” the problem. While 
there are certainly substantial costs 
involved in outfitting the systems 
with useful software, there is no 
need for the high-priced industry 
standard applications. Adobe 
Photoshop Elements, at $99, or even 
the Windows version of the free 
GIMP (GNU Image Manipulation 
Program) would be excellent 
additions and would provide students 
the ability to create and edit images 
for class presentations.
 But the problems are 
not limited to the computers 

themselves. Contrary to popular 
belief, the student email system that 
was surprisingly well publicized 
this year is not a new creation. A 
number of students have used it for 
at least the past three years and no 
overt changes have been made to it 
since then. If it had been announced 
with such emphasis when it was 
first functional, it would have been 
a great step in the right direction 
for the school, and a system that 
would have been considered well 
executed.
 In this day and age, however, 
the student email system is abysmal 
– its lack of integration inexcusable. 
The webmail-only interface 
is frustrating to use, dealing a 
deathblow to the school̓ s desire of 
its use by the entire populace. The 
lack of support for standard email 
programs such as Outlook, Eudora, 
or Mail (through POP3 or IMAP) 
makes it difficult to check frequently. 
Furthermore, the fact that it does 
not use the same password as each 
student s̓ home account is an added 
layer of complexity for those not 

Letters: Technology in Gilman School
continued from Page 2

Are you searching for 
love?  Do you have questions about 
the opposite sex?  Well, you’ll be 
happy to know that you are not 
alone; but instead, you are among 
many including Miss Jean Brodie, 
the main character of Jay Presson 
Allen’s The Prime of Miss Jean 
Brodie, which is the RPCS-Gilman 
production directed by Mr. Susong 
of Roland Park.  

The Prime of Miss Jean 
Brodie is about a freethinking 
young schoolteacher who teaches 
at a girls’ school called Edinburgh 
in Scotland at the time in between 
the two World Wars.  Disregarding 
the more humdrum subjects, the 
young teacher teaches her students 
about principles of life such as the 
arts, the opposite sex, and political 
views.  However, when news 

breaks out that she is having an 
affair with two male teachers, Miss 
Jean Brodie struggles to maintain 
her job and must rely on the aid 
of her pupils.  The play’s stars on 
the male counterpart are Owen 
Bement ‘04 and Tauren Kagwima 
’05, and Alison Ercole ‘04 plays the 
character of Miss Jean Brodie, while 
the second female lead is played by 
Sophie Mullins ’04.

After countless rehearsals 
and many grueling hours of learning 
lines and learning blocking, the cast 
and crew have come a long way in 
their performance and knowledge 
of the script.  When asked to 
comment about how far the cast has 
progressed, Bement commented, 
“I’m really impressed by everyone, 
and everyone’s really working 
hard.  I also want to say that I’m 

Miss Jean Brodie to Come to 
Roland Park in Two Weeks

BY ADAM JANET

Above, from left, Seniors Yuchi Zhang, Josh Sweren, Henry Shikani, Drum 
Rice, and Dan Latshaw stand to the applause of the audience at the Cum 
Laude induction on Thursday, March 25. Below, Yan Hankin ‘05 shakes 
hands with Cum Laude speaker David Clapp. (Photos by Matt Youn)

savvy with computers. The fatal 
flaw, however, is the email address 
the system uses. The inclusion of 
each person s̓ middle initial in the 
address makes it unnecessarily 
difficult to send an email to anyone 
you either do not know well or have 
forgotten to ask for their address 
in advance. This alone renders the 
system ineffectual. Adding insult 
to injury, the domain of the email 
address is students.gilman.edu – an 
outright embarrassment. As has 
been done at both Bryn Mawr and 
RPCS, there is no logical reason 
why Gilman Upper School students 
could not be issued fully functional 
email addresses @gilman.edu with 
a perfectly formulaic username. 
There would almost certainly be 
conflicts with simple formulas, 
but it is not hard to come up with 
a system that gives every student a 
unique address (such as, possibly, 
the first three letters of the first name 
followed by the last name). The 
solution? The student email system 
should simply be merged with the 
faculty system, which provides 

every feature outlined above with no 
apparent problems. Doing so would 
have to be easier to manage than the 
two concurrent systems, even if the 
only benefit from the administrative 
standpoint is the concatenation of 
databases. In fact, the only saving 
grace of the current student email 
system is the ability to forward all 
email to another address, of which 
I immediately took advantage. This 
allows students, for example, to 
have all email that is sent to their 
@students.gilman.edu address 
automatically forwarded to their 
Hotmail address or whichever one 
they check frequently. Except, you 
still can t̓ send email from your 
Gilman address without using the 
webmail interface…
 Since 2001, the escape from 
inefficient, ineffective computing 
at Gilman has been in the form of 
the Publications Room, a small, 
high-tech computer lab on the 
third floor of Carey Hall. This lab 
is for use by the select few who 
manage and create Gilman s̓ student 
publications. These computers, 
being in a Macintosh lab on an 

2004 Cum Laude Inductees
11th Grade:
Jamie Apgar

Patrick Benitez
Matt Bressler
Yan Hankin
Paul Huber

Francis Keith
Ruben Khan
David Laslett

Ben Small
Paul Stack

John Thompson

12th Grade:
David Baker

Jon Bittar
Michael Brown

Micah Fergenson
Andrew Janet
Dan Latshaw
Drum Rice

Henry Shikani
Josh Sweren
Yuchi Zhang
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As summer approaches, 
many Gilman students would like 
nothing more than to be by the 
sandy beach and the water.  There 
is, however, one select group of 
Gilman students, who look to stay 
as far away from the sand and 
water as they possibly can.  This 
group, not as maladjusted as such 
desires would seem to suggest, 
consists of the Varsity and Junior 
Varsity golf team.  As their season 
heats up, they hopefully will avoid 
sand bunkers and water hazards 
successfully, seeing nothing in 
their place but lush fairways and 
greens. “My expectations are 
high,” says junior Ned Laslett.

Gilman golf will 
participate, as always, in the tough 
MIAA ‘A’ conference.  St. Paul’s 
is the perennial powerhouse and 
has won the championship several 
years running., but the team is 
not daunted by the competition.  
“I definitely expect [the team] to 
make the playoffs.” says sophomore 
Chris Rockwell.  “The goal is to 
make it into the finals with St. 
Paul’s.”  

One of Gilman’s strengths 
– a certain harmony, team 

chemistry, even, will do much to 
advance them towards attaining 
their goals. Although golf is an 
individual sport, the team aspect 
of high school golf is critical.  
“We play dual matches, so you 
need help from your teammate for 
things such as reading putts and for 
other stuff like that,” says junior 
Eddie Bennet.  Another one of the 
golf team’s strengths is its overall 
talent, top to bottom.  Having one 
star will help a team win a single 
match, but it needs a solid corps 
of quality golfers to gain enough 
points to win.  Although Gilman 
lost All-Metro Honorable Mention 
John Startzman who graduated 
last year, two All-Metro Honorable 
Mentions, in sophomore Chris 
Rockwell and junior Jamie Apgar 
remain as contributors to the team, 
along with several other returners. 
“We have a lot of depth this year,” 
says Laslett, “especially stretching 
down to the JV level.”

The JV golf team is also 
optimistic about the coming 
season, and with solid reasons.  
“We have lot of experience,” says 
Bennet.  “Most of the players were 
on the team last year as well.”  This 

BY SAM NOVEY

Gilman Baseball Preview
Gilman Baseball Looks to 
Compete for Playoffs in 

Competitive A Conference

Although most people 
may view Gilman as a Lacrosse-
oriented school, Gilman baseball 
is looking to make a strong 
impression this season. After a 6-
12 in-conference record in 2003, 
the Greyhounds are once again 
playing in the MIAA A conference 
with all intentions to compete. 
With six of the conference’s eleven 
teams eligible for playoff spots, 
Gilman Coach Marty Meloy is 
confident of the team’s abilities 
and chances to compete for one 
of six coveted playoff spots. 
However, Gilman will need to 
stay competitive in a league that 
includes perennial powerhouses 
such as Calvert Hall, St. Paul’s, 
and Mt. St. Joe’s, all of which are 
ranked in the top fifteen in the 
state by most polls. These three 
teams alone will account for six 
conference games. Coach Meloy 
says, “We hope to improve on 
last year’s record, but the league 
is definitely going to be tough. 

There are no weak teams in the 
conference.” With the league 
expanding from ten to eleven 
teams this year, with the addition 
of St. John’s, the league schedule 
has increased from eighteen to 
twenty games. Still, this change 
seems to have no effect on the 
team’s outlook on its playoffs 
chances. “We have a better chance 
to make the playoffs this year than 
last year,” adds Coach Meloy. 
Perhaps most important in making 
a playoff push will be the team’s 
pitching. “To win in this league, 
you have to have pitching,” Coach 
Meloy comments.  The pitching 
is expected to be anchored by 
returning seniors such as Justin 
Whitman, Anthony Simmons, and 
David Donahoo. Coach Meloy 
stresses the importance of these 
seniors’ success on the mound, 
stating that their performances will 
strongly dictate the team’s overall 
success. 

However, the pitching 
is not the only important aspect 
of the team. The experienced 
seniors include centerfielder Kyle 
Blackman and catchers Jake 
DuBois and Stewart Kameen. 

Varsity Baseball Winds, 
Deals New Season
BY JED DIAMOND

Track and Field Looks Forward to 
Promising Season (Rusty Rich)

In a collective effort 
spanning everyone from freshmen 
to seniors to coaches, Gilman Track 
has set out this year to work harder, 
longer, and to do better than it ever 
has before. Many of those in the 
program agree that every grade of 
players, if not equally represented, 
has plunged into the season with 
strong effort and brought forth 
leaders to spur on the team. 

Though not as numerous 
as the sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors, a solid group of freshmen 
have emerged behind Ben Eaton. 
The sophomore group includes a 
very strong core of runners like 
Sam Jackson, David Johnson, and 
Ben Goetch. At the forefront of 
the junior group are Justin Gayles, 
Tauren Kagwima, and Tyrell Ruff. 
Louis Young and Will Shock are 
two other participants that are 
willing to lead who are all the more 
valuable because of their experience 
as seniors. 

Track and Field Looks 
Forward to Promising 

Season

Sports

BY RUSTY RICH

Smooth Greens Ahead For 
Gilman Golf Team

Rishi Muchhala ‘05 practices the pole vault for the Track team. (Photo by 
Matt Bressler)

The practices have been 
described by coaches and players 
as being rigorous, combining 
endurance work, stretching, form 
work, running, swimming, and 
weight lifting to address every 
aspect of athletic development. “It’s 
like having three practices a day,” 
said Shock, though he added that 
the team has already shown more 
talent and discipline than last year. 
Some aspects that are difficult for 
freshmen to come to grips with 
are the Saturdays, and particularly 
the straining Monday practices, 
but the athletes have shown much 
dedication to the hard work by 
consistently attending the practices 
even through Spring Break.  

Players and coaches also 
agree that the three most competitive 
teams they will face this season are 
Mount St. Joseph, McDonogh, and 
Loyola. Track hopes to do well this 
year by excelling in long distance 
events, led by Travis Hale, Gayles, 
Kagwima, and Ben Goetsch. 
Will Shock believes that this year 
the team could do well in relay 


