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 During second semester, Gilman 
will be without one of its most captivat-
ing and interesting teachers.  Mr. Dan 
Christian, who has been teaching at 
Gilman for twenty-five years and pro-
viding insight about Dante Aleghieri’s 
The Divine Comedy for twenty-three, 
will spend a much deserved sabbatical 
enhancing his knowledge of the influ-
ential poem.  
 Since studying Dante at St. Mary’s 
Seminary in the spring of 1981, Mr. 
Christian feels that “so many good 
things have come his way” because of 
his knowledge of the work.  Therefore, 
he will spend his sabbatical learning 
more about Dante and The Divine 
Comedy by traveling the United States 
and Europe with Milton Burke, a 
teacher at Fayetteville high school in 
Arkansas and fellow Dante enthusiast. 
 Throughout the nation, Mr. Christian 
and his colleague will meet with three 
scholars that have chosen to study Dante 
from different viewpoints.  The first of 
these scholars is Dr. Barbara Watts, 
whose expertise lies in Dante’s influ-
ence on Botticelli, a Renaissance artist 
who painted many masterpieces tied to 
the Italian poet.  Mr. Christian will also 
talk with Christopher Kleinhenz, who 
studies Dante and the relationship of 
his writing to the Bible.  Mr. Christian 
then plans to learn more about Bea-
trice Portinari, the “inspiration for the 
poem,” from Regina Psaki of Eugene, 

Oregon.  Before Mr. Christian and Mr. 
Burke meet with each of these experts, 
they will read through the entire poem 
along with the commentary from the 
particular scholar they are about to 
meet.
 After learning about Dante in Amer-
ica, Mr. Christian and Mr. Burke will 
travel to Europe.  He plans to examine 
Florence, the Italian city that is known 
both for being Dante’s birthplace and 
for banishing him in 1302, and other 
cities important to the poet such as 
Pisa and Sienna.  Mr. Christian will also 
attempt for a third time to learn Italian, 
the original language of The Divine 
Comedy.  He feels he owes “the poem 
another shot” and is hopeful about suc-
ceeding this time because Dante loved 
the number three.  
 One may wonder what more such 
an expert on Dante can learn, but Mr. 
Christian believes that “reading Dante 
is always new.”  He quotes the author 
Sam Keen, “‘we are free as long as we 
can be surprised.’”
 Before departing, the teacher, who 
“improved the writing” and “gets the 
best out of his students” as one junior 
remembers, will finish coaching JV 
basketball and read one new Charles 
Dickens novel a week.  Mr. Christian 
believes he will enjoy his time off,   Says 
he, “All I have to do is exercise, eat my 
oatmeal, and work on defense. What 
could be better?”

A Truly Divine Sabbatical
BY BRANDON HAMMER

The following interview was conducted 
by The Gilman News staff writer Peter 
Rogers ’06.  Chris Baird is a Loyola 
teammate and close friend of Van 
Brooks.

The Gilman News- What were your 
reactions when Van was flown away to 
shock trauma from the game?
Chris Baird- I was simply shocked to 
see a young person like Van, so athletic 
and such a great person, laying motion-
less.  It was heartbreaking. Everyone 
present that day at Georgetown Prep 
couldn’t believe what they were seeing 
when Van was flown away.

TGN-  What was it like in the locker 
room after the game? Did the coaches 
say anything about Van’s condition?
CB-The locker room was a very somber 
place after the game, as all of our 
thoughts were with Van and his family. 
The coaches tried to keep us calm until 
we knew more about his situation. Our 
team doctors informed us of the basics 
of the injury and the different possi-
bilities on the bus upon our return to 
Baltimore that day. 

TGN-  When did the team find out about 
Van’s Condition?
CB-The team found out at different 
times that Saturday night of the game. I 
was in constant contact with teammates 
that night, trying to find out what had 
happened to our teammate and friend. 

TGN-Were you at all concerned that 
something like that could happen to 
you?
CB-I think the entire team was con-
cerned that an injury like Van’s could 
happen to any one of us. It really made 
us stop and think about how lucky we 
truly are. 

TGN- What was the mood like in school 
in the weeks following the injury?
CB-The Loyola community left little 
time for grieving and instead focused on 
giving Van any type of support possible. 
The football team spent a part of the day 
together, just hanging out. Having the 
team together at that point brought us 
all closer together. 

TGN- Were there services held at school 
to pray for the Brooks family?
CB-There was a prayer service for Van 
at Loyola the Thursday after his injury. 
Hundreds filled our small chapel, all 

with thoughts of Van in their heads. 
Members of the McDonogh, Gilman, 
Calvert Hall, and Mt. St. Joe football 
teams all attended. It was amazing to 
see such an outpouring of support. 

TGN- Was there a “Win this one for 
Van” attitude towards the rest of the 
games in your season?
CB- We kept Van in our thoughts at 
all times, including games. We tried to 
focus as much as we possibly could on 
the game at hand but also be heavily 
mindful of Van’s situation. Van was with 
us on the field through “#25” stickers, 
which each player wore on his helmet.

TGN- How did the faculty and students 
address the issue? 
CB- The entire Loyola community 
banded together in a way I have never 
seen following Van’s injury. Everyone 
wore #25 pins around school. Prayer 
services were held daily for Van. It was 
really amazing

TGN-Did the football team do any fund 
raising to help out with his recovery?
CB- The football team did and contin-
ues to try to make any kind of collection 
possible for the Van Brooks Recovery 
Fund. Several players would make 
rounds at local rec. football games, 
collecting any money they could. This 
is just an example of the great support 
everyone has showed.

TGN-People have called his story 
an inspiration, in what ways has he 
inspired you and your teammates and 
what lessons have you all learned?
CB- Van’s situation taught me not to 
take anything for granted. Van Brooks 
went from being an incredibly talented 
athlete to his horrible injury in a matter 
of seconds. There’s no telling that kind 
of situation won’t happen to one of us, 
at any moment.

TGN- Is there any way the Gilman com-
munity can help out as well?
CB-The Gilman community has been 
incredible through the whole ordeal. 
Coach Poggi and the captain’s presenta-
tion of the check for the Brooks family 
was an incredible thing to see. Keep Van 
in your thoughts and prayers and keep 
up the contributions to the Van Brooks 
Recovery Fund.

The News would like to thank Chris 
Baird for the interview.

An Interview with a 
Teammate of Loyola 
Student Van Brooks

CONDUCTED BY PETER ROGERS
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Dear Editor,
 We talked about Father Pietropaoli’s 
assembly today on Christmas, and I 
personally was somewhat disturbed 
that many students in the class thought 
the speech he gave was outlandish and 
inappropriate.  I saw absolutely nothing 
wrong with it.  Assemblies are given 
to teachers to talk about any topics 
within the realms of what is deemed 
appropriate, which is what Father did.  
He didn’t try to force any of his beliefs 
upon anyone, but rather said what he 
thought the true aspects to Christmas 
were and what it really means.  People 
were also upset at how he threw in tid-
bits about abortion, capital punishment, 
and hunger claiming that his message 
was that in order to have a good Christ-
mas you must fight those three things.  
Once again, I believe people missed his 
point.  First of all, he suggested to help 
fight those things to preserve what he 
felt the true meaning of Christmas was.  
And secondly, never once did he try to 
say that anyone has to do anything; 
everything he said was just a sugges-
tion.  I think the main problem was that 
many people weren’t listening closely to 
what he was saying, heard little tidbits 
hear and there, and thus jumped to 
faulty conclusions based upon what 
they vaguely heard.  If people had paid 
close attention to what he was saying, 
like I did, they would have known that 
Father was merely making suggestions, 
and giving his personal views on Christ-
mas; never once trying to force his views 
upon anyone.
   -Marco Simmons ‘06

Dear Editor,
 I was disturbed by the direction 
taken in Monday’s Christmas assembly. 
While the presentation at first seemed 
to be a clean-cut presentation on how 
Christmas should be thought of as 
a religious occurrence rather than a 
commercialized frenzy of gift giving, 
the subject matter abruptly switched 
midway through the presentation. After 
reading words of scripture, the speaker 
began with a visual barrage of statistics 
and images designed to evoke anti-
abortion sentiment. This was followed 
by a string of information relating to 
such topics as capital punishment and 
euthanasia. While every member of this 
community is certainly entitled to his or 
her opinion about these sensitive issues, 
I feel that a religious Christmas assem-
bly was not an appropriate venue for the 
speaker to share his personal opinions 
about these controversial issues. While 
Gilman is certainly predominantly 
Christian, it should be kept in mind that 
there are many individuals who are not 
a part of this majority and do not have 
the same moral beliefs as the Christian 
Church. This school does a great job of 
including information about many dif-
ferent religious practices, but to display 
graphic images designed to persuade 
the audience about a moral issue is not 
necessary, especially during a religious-
based assembly. 
   -Robert Wiese ‘06

A Dose of Christmas Controversy: Students’ Perspectives

 Is it possible for Gilman varsity ice 
hockey to match last season’s unde-
feated record in conference play and 
its MIAA ‘B’ league championship?  In 
losing 12 seniors from last year’s squad 
one would think a repeat of the cham-
pionship to be highly improbable.  The 
2003-2004 Gilman varsity ice hockey 
team finished the year with an astound-
ing 12-5-2 record (the five losses came 
out of conference).  After pulling off 
a huge upset over Spalding, the team 
never looked back, as they won the last 
three games by a combined score of 
15-0.  This includes the MIAA cham-
pionship game, which Gilman won 3-1 
over Sts. Peter and Paul, capping off a 
storybook season for Gilman’s varsity 
hockey team.
 This year, even though the team 
has lost many seniors, the team has its 
eyes set on another MIAA ‘B’ league 
championship.  The players are confi-
dent that they can repeat as conference 
champions.  A returning member of the 
hockey team, Peter Fallon ‘07, said, “We 
have great senior leadership this year 
and we are ready to repeat [as MIAA 
champions].”  The captains are seniors 
Red Farha and Peter Cornbrooks, who 
are two of the best players on the team 
and provide guidance for the rest of 
the team.  Another returning senior 
is Austin Hanley, who is very skilled 
as well.  John Williams returns as a 
junior, and Fallon, Patrick Farha, Pat-
rick McQuestion, Stephen Salsbury, 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR....

and Grady Lincalis are all sophomores 
on the team.  The team is extremely 
confident that it can fill the roles of the 
seniors from the previous year, with 
players such as Farha now starting on 
varsity after a year on JV.  Junior Varsity 
Coach Perkins says, “Varsity is looking 
very strong this year.  Whether we are 
as strong as we were last year depends 
on our competition, but we have a great 
chance to repeat.”
 Gilman Hockey has just recently 
begun their season, playing their first 
games against four tough A conference 
teams: Curley, Mount St. Joe, Calvert 
Hall, and Loyola.  These games proved 
to be a measure for the squad, winning 
only one of four games (the win came 
against Curley, 6-3).  These were three 
tough losses, but the team will not face 
competition nearly as fierce as this in 
the B conference.  Since then, the team 
has gone on to win two out of their last 
three games and in a game against 
rival St. Paul’s on Friday, December 10, 
Gilman won 3-1.  The team also looks 
forward to their next game on Thursday, 
December 16, when they go out against 
Boy’s Latin.  Thus, after a fairly slow 
start, the team is confident that it can 
rebound in the latter half of the season 
and make a run at the title.  Gilman 
Varsity Hockey is looking forward to 
the remainder of the 2004-2005 season, 
and they are poised and eager to main-
tain the title of “MIAA champions” for 
one more year.

Varsity Hockey Poised For Repeat  
Championship

BY ZACH GORN

Dear Editor,
 Gilman’s student religious organi-
zations take pride in teaching others 
about their religion and customs.  It is 
inappropriate and an abuse of power, 
however, when a teacher preaches and 
proselytizes not only religion but also 
political beliefs as Reverend PIetropaoli 
did Monday.  Mr. PIetropaoli’s feelings 
towards the “Hallmarking” of Christ-
mas and his political opinions are issues 
for the SCA and Gilman’s  political 
clubs respectively.  Father PIetropaoli 
took advantage of an assembly meant 
to teach students about Christianity 
and/or comfort the student body during 
times of pressure.  His sermon in place 
of an assembly not only discredits 
Gilman’s religion department but also 
its embrace of religious student associa-
tions.
  - Brandon Hammer ‘06

 The News will welcome any further commentary on this issue, and on matters 
of religion in the school at large, for the Opinion section of the next issue.
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PHOTO-FEATURE: Protest on Ukrainian Election

Gilman student Mike Iwashko ’05 takes part in the picket line in front 
of the Church in downtown Baltimore in protest of the Ukrainian elec-
tions.  

The Ukrainian church stands behind a crowd of protestors who were out 
in opposition of the elections in Ukraine.  The tent in the foreground was 
set to symbolize the tent city that was set up in Kiev, the capital, where 
students are camping out to protest the election.

PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS BY ADRIAN KOSTRUBIAK

Above, the protestors gather in front of the church after a candlelight 
vigil.  Below, a child joins in the vigil.

 On Sunday, December 12th, the 
Ukrainian community of Baltimore 
got together at its church, St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic church, in order 
to protest the fraudulent elections in 

Ukraine.  There were over 70 members 
of the Ukrainian community attending 
the event, ranging from the youngest 
members of the community, 2 years old, 
to the oldest members of the commu-

nity, who lived a good portion of their 
lives in Ukraine before coming over to 
America.  All the people present at the 
rally were there to show their support 
of the opposition candidate, Viktor 

Yushchenko.  Many were also seen with 
orange ribbons, part of the so-called 
“Orange Revolution”, the movement 
to get Viktor Yushchenko into office in 
Ukraine.
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 “[We] promote sports participation 
as a means of building the confidence, 
health, character, and teamwork that 
lead to success in life,” reads the vision 
statement for Velocity Sports Perfor-
mance. It presently has 39 centers in 22 
states, but plans to open over 50 more 
in 2005. 
      Starting Monday November 29, ten 
seniors, led by Andy Friedman, went 
down to Velocity to do Lacrosse training 
as an alternative to a school sanctioned 
athletic activity. These seniors have 
elected to take the winter season off, but 
instead of taking it completely off, they 
work at Velocity several days a week. 
According to Andy Friedman, they start 
by doing jump rope exercises, hurdles, 
then stretching and jogging, agility 
exercises, and finally they weight lift. “I 
do think that Velocity is a viable option 

for kids to train,” said Mr. Holley, which 
seemed to be the general consensus 
among the people interviewed. It was 
the seniors’ choice to work off campus, 
and although those taking part in it 
first checked with their coach, Brooks 
Matthews, they were allowed to take the 
season off. What they did with it was 
their choice. Mr. Matthews contacted 
the people at Velocity to help structure 
the exercises that the Lacrosse hopefuls 
would take part in, and oversaw their 
first session, but aside from that, it was 
all up to the students.                       
       Nobody had a problem with the 
seniors’ choice, but both Mr. Holley 
and Mr. Matthews said they would 
have preferred the students on a Varsity 
Sport try to be a three-season varsity 
athlete. “Ideally, we want varsity play-
ers doing three sports,” said Mr. Mat-

thews. “I think any varsity level athlete 
at Gilman should be athletic enough to 
be a Varsity athlete for three seasons,” 
said Mr. Holley.
         Several people disagreed on Veloci-
ty’s training program being better than 
the two on campus options, (training 
with Coach Kormanick, or intramural 
fitness). Mr. Holley seemed to think 
that although Velocity’s facilities may be 
better, the training exercises that they 
do were very similar to Kormanick’s. 
Obviously, Andy Friedman thinks that 
the Velocity training is a cut above what 
Gilman has to offer, or else he wouldn’t 
take part in it. He did the training with 
Kormanick last year, and he says that 
Velocity’s program is more intense. Mr. 
Matthews sees eye to eye with Fried-
man, observing that Velocity was a more 
challenging option for the very commit-
ted seniors who want to act as leaders of 
the team in the spring. Mr. Matthews’ 
only concern about the Velocity pro-
gram is that there is no substitution for 
the competition that any sport has, and 
merely training for a sport would not 
prepare the athletes for the competi-
tion they face on the field. Friedman 
disagreed. He feels that training with 
the boys that he would be competing 
against for a spot on the team provides 
lots of good competition.
      And what about the team aspect 
of the game? Could this training at 
Velocity be an excessive attempt to try 
to stand out as an individual on the 
team, instead of being a very good team 
player? Neither Coach Matthews nor 
Andy Friedman viewed it in the light. 
Since the boys were working with nine 
of their classmates they were building 
strong bonds to become a solid core to 
the Lacrosse team, come spring. And 

even the best Gilman lacrosse players 
have strived to work well with the team 
and be a supportive teammate. “Play 
hard, Play strong, Play together. That’s 
what Coach Allen always said.”- Andy 
Friedman.
       
Velocity Background
 
 The organization was founded, in 
part, by Loren Seagrave, who is now 
the Chief Performance Officer for Veloc-
ity. He supervises all protocols and 
training philosophies for the company, 
and is responsible for fine-tuning the 
overall training program. He is widely 
regarded as one of the most renowned 
speed and sports performance coaches 
in the world. He has worked with over 
50 Olympic and world championship 
medallists, national and world record 
holders, and all American college ath-
letes. Several widely celebrated athletes 
who have worked at Velocity since it was 
founded in 1999 have been Ray Lewis, 
Shannon Sharpe, Lee Flowers, and Mo 
Lewis. 
       One of the first Velocity centers to 
open was the one here in Baltimore, 
on Clarkview Road. It is a 16,200 sq. ft 
facility, owned by Jamie McDonald (her 
son, Ben, is in the 8th grade at Gilman), 
and the leading trainer there is Jon 
Crosby who has also been an Olympic 
Coach and an NFL trainer.  The Veloc-
ity center in Baltimore has programs 
geared toward Student athletes, with 
specific training for different sports.

Gilman Seniors Taking Advantage of Winter Training Opportunity

High school students working out after school at Velocity Training 
Center.  (Photo Courtesy: velocitysp.com/Baltimore)

BY NED HORNEFFER

 Gilman students walking along the 
fields from the lower lots are wondering 
why the baseball infield is looking a little 
greener.  According to Timothy Holley 
‘77, Director of Athletics, the Grounds 
Crew is “making some upgrades” on 
Gilman’s baseball diamond. 
 The first of these is unfamiliar to 
many passersby.  “Sodding the infield 
base paths,” Ronald Potter, Head of 
Grounds/Grounds Supervisor, says 
is “something new we’re trying” at 
Gilman. It is the process of planting 
grass “cut just under the root” on the 
first and third baselines.  This technique 
is used by many college and some high 
school baseball powers, such as Mt. St. 

Passers-by are greeted by a new bullpen and a freshly sodded set of baselines on the baseball diamond (Photos by David Fine)

No New Diamond - Just a Facelift for 2005 

Joseph’s in order stop the dirt of the 
infield from spreading onto the grass.  
This dirt causes the baseline to appear 
wider and becomes a sort of “gully,” in 
the words of Dr. Meloy, Varsity baseball 
head coach.  In the past, Mr. Potter and 
the Grounds Crew “edged,” or cut out, 
the excess dirt and grass. It normally 
took three men one and a half to two 
hours per man, per day to groom and 
bring the baseball diamond back to 
good playing condition, making the 
varsity diamond the hardest field to 
maintain on the Gilman campus. 
 Secondly, Marc Hoffman, Super-
intendent of Buildings and Grounds, 
explains that the Grounds Crew has 

BY BRANDON HAMMER

installed #10 Screening – stone chips 
similar to the ones on the scenic jog 
path, on the on-deck circles.  These 
stone screens will make the dirt circle 
more consistent by stopping “muddy-
ing.”
 Gilman pitchers will also have a 
chance to warm up on a new bullpen.  
The new hill, however, is situated along 
the third baseline.  Therefore, the Grey-
hounds will be switching dugouts away 
from the first baseline where the home 
team normally resides.  
 Players are mixed about the upgrades 
to the baseball field.  Austin McKissock 
’06, who hopes to make Varsity this 
spring, feels that he “should be able to 

run faster and pick up soft ground balls” 
on the different fields.  He believes “it’s 
also easier to bunt” along the grassy 
baselines.  On the other hand, Marco 
Simmons ‘06, Varsity pitcher, is uncer-
tain how the team will fare on the new 
fields.  He says he has “never played 
on a field like that” and worries that it 
may be somewhat “weird.”  Varsity 2nd 
baseman Paul Stack ‘05 is “indifferent” 
but hopes that the team’s switch of sides 
may “change [its] luck.”   
 Other changes in the Athletics 
Department include one new score-
board for the pool coming in a few 
weeks, as well as another in the arena 
for next year’s basketball season.


