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Former Gilman Stars 
Take On College Football

Private School Administrators Take Aim at 
Underage Drinking

Maryland’s March Democratic 
Primary Introduces Gilman 

Seniors To Democracy

BY GEORGIOS GITTIS

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

Gilman Cringes at the Binge

BY JORDAN TUCKER AND MATT YOUN

    The democratic campaign trail travels 
across the nation- a maelstrom of incon-
ceivable pressure, missteps, impas-
sioned speeches and deflated hopes.  
But to a quiet high-school campus in 
mid-winter, the question lingers as to 
how relevant such proceedings are?  
How much does a teenager, ensconced 
within Gilman’s campus, actually care 
about John Edward’s “small-town” roots, 
John Kerry’s Vietnam War experience, 
or Howard Dean’s impromptu rhetoric? 
In an attempt to answer these questions, 
The News recently conducted an inves-
tigation into the voting plans of Gilman 
students.
    Mrs. Turner speculated that “about 
half” of Gilman Seniors are eligible to 
vote in the Democratic primary this 
Spring. At least sixty students have the 
privilege to participate in an election 

at a critical point in U.S. history. Mr. 
Julius remarked on the unique nature 
of this election.  “Now we are seeing 
the Democratic candidates reflecting 
a really deep division between people 
who approve and disapprove of Bush,” 
says he, “for the first time Democrats 
are all of one voice on job policies, tax 
policies, and all those things…Demo-
cratic voters are unified in looking for 
a candidate who can beat Bush, not 
so much one who they agree with.” 
Michael Brown, co-founder of the 
Gilman Political Society, frames the 
matter somewhat differently.  “We’re 
at a point now where the difference 
between Republicans and Democrats 
has become very minute.  I’d vote for 
a Democrat [or a Republican] because 
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    The stakes for wrongdoers have 
effectively been raised.  Early in the year, 
Mr. McGill talked to the school about 
a new policy at Gilman: any student 
caught drinking will be required to see 
a professional alcohol counselor. In the 
past, if a student were caught drinking, 
he would have been suspended for sev-
eral days and then returned to school as 
if nothing had happened. This year, the 
administration plans to put less empha-
sis on punishing the student and more 
on supporting him. The counselor will 
assess whether or not the student has a 
drinking problem through an interview. 
“The assessor tells us if it’s the first time 
the person got drunk or if the person 
really has a problem,” says Mr. Allen. “If 
it turns out to be a problem, it’s treated 
as a health issue.”
    Just several weeks ago, Mr. McGill 
made an announcement regarding a 
student at St. Paul’s School who, while 
driving drunk, collided with a tree and 
was sent to the hospital in a coma. An 
announcement like this one, while 
shocking at first, is not atypical. Assem-
bly announcements regarding students’ 
involvement with alcohol continue to 
occur, and the school’s action, or lack 
thereof, seems to have failed at getting 
any message across. Hence, Mr. McGill 
and the heads of eleven other indepen-
dent schools in the area held a meet-
ing with one another to discuss their 
respective school’s alcohol policies. 
“We worked out a set of guidelines and 
views, which we will soon send out to 

the parents,” remarks Mr. McGill. “This 
policy is not just for Gilman because of 
our drinking issue; this is not just about 
St. Paul’s School; everyone shares the 
same views.”
    Mr. Dixon, headmaster of McDonogh 
School for the past three-decades, takes 
a different view on teen drinking which 
was made evident by his decision not 
to sign the inter-school letter in oppo-
sition of teen drinking. In an interview 
with The Sun, he expressed his belief 
that teen drinking is inevitable. Further-
more, unlike other schools questioning 
the activity, Dixon finds most offence in 
the deceitful and dishonorable actions 
associated with high school drinking. 
In his interview with The Sun, Dixon 
remarked, “Essentially, they can spend 
two days every week being wherever 
they want to be, with whomever they 
want to be, doing whatever they want 
to do. And this freedom comes from 
relationships that are built on lies and 
half-truths.”
    This coalition of schools, however, 
have a more blunt message: don’t 
drink. “This is no longer a don’t drink 
don’t drive message,” says Mr. McGill. 
“This is a don’t drink at all message.” 
Mr. McGill understands that designated 
driving is much safer than intoxicated 
driving; however, if teenagers simply 
did not drink, there would be no need 
for designation. With student-safety 

    Two fall seasons ago, Gilman Foot-
ball enjoyed an impressive season in 
two ways, with an MIAA “A” confer-
ence championship and the athletic 
scholarships of four seniors of the 
Class of 2002: Mike Dowling, Malcolm 
Ruff, Napoleon Sykes, and Stan White 
Jr.  The four players left Gilman with a 
lasting impression of their athleticism, 
motivation, and heart that still lingers 
now.  The four continue to follow these 
ways into their respective college foot-
ball programs, where they do not seem 
to be stopping their objective of play-
ing tough football.  Although the college 
football season concluded over a month 
ago, one could most certainly support 
the idea that the season is never over, 
as the four players are all training in 
preparation for next year’s campaign.
    Malcolm Ruff is currently a sopho-
more at Duke University, and he has 
progressed greatly despite changes to 
his position.  Having entered the college 
as one of the top 50 running backs in 
the nation, Ruff played in his freshman 
year as a reserve tailback along with 
some special team play.  After that 
season, though, Ruff made the deci-
sion to transition over to the position 
of linebacker, and he spent the previ-
ous sophomore season in training for 

the new role while starting in several 
games and sharing time with two other 
players.  With hard work, Ruff hopes to 
claim the starting job this year and help 
contribute largely to the team.  Duke 
Assistant Football Coach Brad Sherrod 
commented, “Malcolm’s doing a good 
job for us.  We lost our top linebacker in 
round five last year, so we’re hoping that 
Malcolm will come on and challenge 
for that starting position.  As a first-year 
linebacker, he did a great job.”
    In terms of his future career, Ruff is 
looking at several options, one of which 
is, of course, football.  Ruff explained, 
“I would love to go to the pros, but 
I’m prepared to pursue other interests 
such as law school if not, since it is likely 
improbable.  I’ll definitely try to grab it 
by the reins.”  On his Gilman experi-
ence, Ruff acknowledged the influ-
ence of the people who prepared him 
academically, saying, “Being at Gilman 
was a springboard for me being here in 
the first place, especially the coaches.  I 
can rattle off name after name of people 
who have put me in this position.”
    Along with Ruff, Mike Dowling 
is also playing football for the Blue 
Devils of Duke.  Dowling red shirted 
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CORRECTION
In the December 18, 2003 issue of The News, the 
Varsity Wrestling photo on Page 6 was not attrib-
uted.  The photo was taken by Grady Lincalis.  We 
apologize for this error.

Opinion

FROM THE EDITORS... VIEWPOINT

LETTERS...
Dear Editor, 
    “How America is Evil.”   If I could 
choose a fitting epithet to describe 
11th grade U.S. history at Gilman, that 
would be it.  While it is important to 
note the shortcomings and problems 
of the United States in its history, there 
are many other themes that must be 
tackled.   Gilman’s 11th grade U.S. His-
tory class fails to address many of the 
positive qualities that our country has 
exhibited throughout its history.  The 
curriculum fails to thoroughly mention 
freedom, justice, economic opportunity, 
democracy, religious tolerance, multi-
ethnic acceptance, ingenuity, problem 
solving, scholarship, and technology.  In-
stead it chooses to emphasize racism, 
greed, our imperialistic ambitions, and 
our cultural superiority complex.  Is the 
point of view that is taught all wrong? 
No, it is simply one-sided and minimizes 
the complex reality that is our country. 
While the negative aspects of our coun-
try’s history are very important to know, 
it is also vital to learn about the positive 
aspects of our country’s history, about 

why so many of our ancestors left other 
countries to come to the United States, 
and about how mightily our country has 
struggled with its collective conscience 
when its reality failed to measure up to 
its ideals.
    It would be nice if the Gilman His-
tory department would offer a U.S. 
History class with a more balanced 
point of view.  When we study His-
tory, we are supposed to learn the 
facts, and then analyze them to form 
an opinion.  However, Gilman’s U.S. 
History class seems to teach under the 
principle of  “formulate a predetermined 
opinion, and then cherry pick the facts 
to back it up.”
    I do respect Gilman’s History depart-
ment, however, for never grading me 
based upon my differing opinions.  Their 
grading system truly is fair, based upon 
the quality of my arguments, rather 
than upon the opinions for which I am 
arguing.  It would just be nice to see 
them teach without such a strong anti-
American bias, as well. 

-Jordan Tucker

Noise in the Library 
Points to Larger Problem
    The ideal of study hall as a quiet 
haven, replete with studious scholars 
bent over neat rows of desks, intent 
on nothing but their books (not unlike 
the scene depicted in the 1944 picture 
on the ground floor of Carey Hall), is 
quite frankly, nowhere to be seen in 
this day, age, or setting.  They say the 
average attention span of our nation is 
experiencing a steady decline, and to 
walk into 010 or Centennial Hall and 
witness the scene is to experience a 
seemingly overwhelming confirmation 
of all the statistics.
    Students have always had a sixth 
sense about them – one might say 
that they can smell blood, and to put 
a tired proctor or two in their midst at 
the end of the day is akin to throwing 
a tenderloin to a pack of hungry (and 
bored) wolves.  Hidden inadequately 
behind strategically placed books, or 
hands, or the bodies of peers, conver-
sations spontaneously combust like so 
many small brush fires, as harried teach-
ers run back and forth, attempting to 
extinguish them.  Underclassmen think 
little of walking out of study hall after 
having been signed in, making trips to 
the weight room, off campus (despite 
Mr. Smith’s efforts), or perhaps worst 
of all – the library. 
      “In general it is too loud,” says librar-
ian Emily Soden, “I really wish students 
could have more respect for the peers.” 
While she does not strive for “com-
plete silence,” the library environment 
intended to be one “where people can 
work together in all different learning 
styles…allowing a lot of collaborative 
work,” the fact is that, too often, the 
atmosphere is too collaborative.  There 
is simply too much noise in the desig-
nated “silent study” area for students 

seriously intending to study, to work 
properly.  Mr. Smith and Ms. Soden have 
been discussing measures for addressing 
the problem, which the latter charac-
terizes as “steady early in the year, and 
now more sporadic…improving,” but 
can one hardly help but to posit that 
perhaps the best solution might be in 
eliminating underclassman study hall 
altogether.
       A perennial subject of class and 
school elections, perhaps such a change 
might be more of a boon to the common 
good (that of students and teachers) than 
the administration makes it out to be.  
After all, it appears to be something of 
a vicious cycle – students with no work, 
or no work ethic, making it impossible 
for others to be productive anywhere, 
even spilling over into other traditional 
bastions of quiet study, where they in 
turn distract others.  If there is to be no 
total clampdown, strictly enforcing an 
effective 2:25 – 3:40 lockdown (a virtual 
impossibility, given the diverse array of 
resources necessary to make the time 
productive), then maybe, almost para-
doxically, a more relaxed set of regula-
tions is necessary.  Let optional study 
hall separate the students with truly 
academic interests at heart from those 
with a less regimented agenda – the 
penalty for those who lack the motiva-
tion to make efficient use of the time 
will be reflected in a scholastic downfall, 
rather than a crowded detention hall.
    In any case, to echo the words of one 
solemn senior, having encountered the 
cacophonous din of the library on one 
too many occasions, “Something has 
to be done – they’ve got to get those 
kids out of there, they have to do some-
thing.” -CF        

    Our country is currently involved in 
a senseless conflict abroad. Although 
we do not usually offer editorial com-
mentary on international events, we feel 
that to deny our readers our perspective 
on the Iraq war would be an example 
of civic irresponsibility paralleled only 
those currently being perpetrated in 
the upper echelons of our government. 
Furthermore, the war should be at the 
forefront of a Gilman student’s mind, 
for our generation will surely be the 
one to suffer from the ailing economy, 
contracted job market, and enormous 
fiscal deficit that have accompanied it.
    It is becoming increasingly obvious 
that the war was launched on false 
pretenses. Iraq did not, it now seems, 
possess weapons of mass destruction. 
Furthermore, nothing approaching 
conclusive proof has been offered that 
the Iraqi regime was connected to al-
Qaeda. Nor does President Bush’s claim 
that his administration had “run the dip-
lomatic string” with Iraq before going to 
war ring true to anyone who remembers 
his exceptional intransigence with the 
United Nations a year ago.  
    The war has been incredibly costly 
for America, in both economic and 
human terms. The war has already cost 
the taxpayer  billions of dollars at a time 
when many important social programs 
lack funding and the deficit is growing. 
Worse, over five hundred soldiers have 
been killed and over three thousand 
have been wounded in Iraq since the 
conflict began last May. Finally, perhaps 
the gravest damages are those inflicted 
on our relations with both the Arab 
world and our European allies.
    For all we have sacrificed, however, 
it is by no means assured that the war 
will bring about a substantial improve-

ment in the condition of the Iraqi people 
and in world security. In an immediate 
sense, the war has destroyed Iraq’s infra-
structure and caused immense civilian 
casualties. In the long term, allowing an 
elected Iraqi government to take power 
would likely mean the creation of an 
Islamic state along the lines of Iran. The 
United States will either have to coun-
tenance this, or else trade in its role of 
liberator for that of oppressor, further 
weakening our international credibil-
ity.
    Some will doubtless argue that for 
Iraqis and the world community, any-
thing is better than the brutal tyranny of 
Saddam Hussein. Regardless of whether 
this is true, to use this to retroactively 
justify the war is to apply a double 
standard to the scores of undemocratic 
regimes that litter the world, many of 
them potential havens for terrorists. 
Why do we not attack, for example, 
North Korea, or Iran, or even Saudi 
Arabia - an unstable, repressive nation 
and the very birthplace of Osama Bin 
Laden? The United States simply cannot 
afford to get into the business of using 
the military to topple unsavory govern-
ments. 
    At this point, a full withdrawal of our 
military forces from Iraq would invite 
utter chaos. We cannot turn back; we 
cannot give our troops anything less 
than our full support. We can, however, 
ensure that the security of our nation 
and the world will no longer be at the 
mercy of such thoroughly irrational 
and dishonest policymakers. In 2004, 
the electorate will have the opportu-
nity to choose new leaders; may those 
responsible for the losses and costs of 
our foolish adventure in Iraq receive 
their due. -TMM

Get Rid Of Those Responsible 
For Our Iraq Adventure
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between the two parties there really 
isn’t too much of a difference.”  He 
downplays the apparent lack of “real-
world” experience in a high-school 
senior to evaluate candidates, asserting 
calmly that “you’ve got to start some-
where.”  
    The faculty too has its share of first-
time voters. Ms. Smith will be casting 
her vote for the first time in the upcom-
ing primary, some six years after reach-
ing eligibility – a lag that she attributes to 
going away to college.  For seniors, the 
best opportunity to make an informed 
decision of this sort seems to be now. 
She says, “Most students become so 
wrapped up in college as its own little 
world that you can ask them about the 
headlines and they won’t know any-
thing – the paper that I was working on 
[during the last election] was, in some 
sense, more real to me than the election 
itself.”  
    There is little chance of a similar 
distraction cropping up again this year, 
however, and Ms. Smith will be casting 
her vote, though statistics suggest she 
won’t have to fight her way through a 
crowd of eager young people to reach 
a booth.  Recent findings presented 
at the statehouse revealed that “the 
young in Maryland vote at a rate that 
is 28 percent lower than Maryland 
voters older than 25,” and further that 
“Maryland has seen a 12 percent drop 
in voter turnout among young people 
since 1972 (when 18 became the voting 
age),” while the same demographic has 
exhibited gains in nearby Washington 
DC and Virginia.  One can only hope 
that Ms. Smith exemplifies a growing 
trend in the thought of her peers when 
she carefully emphasizes the sentiment 
that voting is “a privilege… one of the 
few ways in contemporary society to 
feel part of a larger, unified national 
identity, especially since we are such a 
diverse country.”  
    Still, as her father laughingly mut-
ters, “ABB (Anybody But Bush,)” from 
behind his desk, lending credence to 
Mr. Julius’ earlier remarks, one wonders 
how independent young voters actually 
are – clearly in such a community, it 
would be an easy thing to find oneself 
simply drifting along with the tides of 
opinion, the tidy acronyms endorsed 
by older role models.  Yet students like 

John Lin, relying primarily on CNN and 
weekly news publications as sources on 
which to base an independent opinion, 
looking past any extant media bias is a 
more immediate concern than reliance 
on others’ hackneyed ideas.
    And indeed, on a fundamental level, 
the young voter’s focus seems to be on 
the same set of issues as more senior 
members of the community.  Ms. Smith 
cites particularly “the justification for 
the war, or lack thereof,” a particu-
larly weighty issue, because, says she, 
“young men and women our own age 
are over there serving…you feel like the 
people being killed over there are of 
our generation.”  Additionally, there is 
the knowledge that the peers she saw 
training in ROTC during college, people 
she knew well, could be stationed in 
Iraq at this very moment, a thought that 
brings the undesirable reality war that 
much closer to home.  Thus the “com-
manding tone and authoritative stance” 
of candidates such as General Wesley C. 
Clark is deemed to be “flatly opposed to 
anything our rather indulged generation 
wants to listen to.”  
    Not that an appropriate manifesta-
tion of authority is frowned upon by 
the young.  Says Michael Brown, “it’s 
just a matter of strength,” asserting that 
the best candidates must exhibit “strong 
determination and a will to follow 
through with decisions.”  One of the 
reasons that John Lin will be passing on 
John Kerry this coming March, is that he 
lacks such steadfast resolve, “seeming 
to vacillate on a lot of issues, refusing to 
really stand firm on anything.”  Certainly 
this strength of personality, as well as 
such all-encompassing issues as foreign 
and economic policy will figure promi-
nently in the minds of voters young 
and old.  From Mr. Julius, who cast his 
ballot for the first time in the Humphrey-
Nixon showdown in 1968 (he voted for 
neither), to the most detached senior, 
the answers are the same – “the War,” 
“national security,” “foreign affairs.”  Of 
course, a person of advanced age might 
be more directly concerned with eco-
nomic issues – medicare, social security, 
etc – than their younger counterparts, 
but can one candidate be targeted as 
the champion of the younger genera-
tion?
    “I think the only way a young person 

could really identify with a candidate 
would be if that person was interested 
primarily in helping young people…or 
if the candidate himself was young or 
attractive.”  It appears John Edwards, 
with a daughter in her early twenties 
to go along with an energetic and aes-
thetically engaging countenance, might 
have the upper hand in this regard.  As 
far as platforms tailored to the concerns 
of the young, these issues, as we have 
established, are largely compatible 
with those of Americans of any age.  
And as the pragmatic Ms. Smith puts 
it, “When you look at those platforms, 
90% of the proposals won’t be passed 
anyway.  It seems far more important 
to look at their leadership potential, 
thinking how well will the country 
be able to rally behind this man?”
    There is, as always, a certain amount 
of natural skepticism, as to how much 
impact the individual voter is capable 
of having.  John Lin makes the logical 
assertion that “one vote just doesn’t 
pile up to very much,” and it is easy to 
become frustrated with the apparent 
futility of one lonely pledge of support.  
A man who will be casting his vote 
regardless, however, is Mr. Givens, who 
as an African-American senses keenly 
the importance of exercising his right, 
no matter how insignificant his indi-
vidual vote may seem.  “When I think 
about other countries, what they have 
to go through and how they have no say 
in anything, I think how lucky I am to 
have even a small hand in shaping my 
own government – that’s an extremely 
heady power.”  Contemplating the bleak 
statistics concerning voter turnout, he, 
in a somewhat subdued tone states that 
“what is tragic is that so many people 
– white and black – died for the right to 
vote and the turnout for the national and 
local elections is pitiful.  Sometimes we 
get so entrenched in this “woe is me” 
feeling, this self-concerned mindset, 
that we don’t stop and think that we 
can be part of a larger collectivity, we 
can make a difference.”
    For those of voting age – Democrat, 
Republican, independent, young, old, 
and the rest – it would appear there’s 
only one sure course.  Go make a dif-
ference.

as a high priority, the school does not 
want to send the inconsistent mes-
sage: “Don’t drink, but if you do, call 
a friend to drive you.” Several students 
were quite surprised when tickets for 
a dance sponsored by SAIF (Students 
Aiding Intoxicated Friends), a group 
advocating designated driving, were 
not put on sale at the middle school. 
Mr. McGill did not see it fit to sell tickets 
to a poorly organized event supporting 
such an organization, especially consid-
ering the debate surrounding designated 
driving at his own school.
    Some students feel that Gilman is 

right to assume a strict stance against
alcohol, but only on its own campus. “A 
strict policy should be implemented at
all events because Gilman needs to 
uphold a good reputation, but, outside 
of Gilman, the administration should not 
try to intervene with student life,” com-
ments one sophomore. A junior believes 
that “Gilman’s job is to enforce a policy 
on school grounds where Gilman is rep-
resented, not outside of school.”
    The administration, however, argues 
that Gilman is represented in all aspects 
of your life, even in the privacy of your 
own home. The actual off-campus 

policies are unclear due to disputes 
regarding Gilman’s boundaries. While 
the school does not want to police 
students’ homes, it reserves the right 
to take action against students if they 
are caught drinking off school grounds. 
Mr. McGill, as well as the heads of other 
schools, is trying to make parents take 
a more active role in their kids’ lives.  If 
teenage drinking does have a solution, 
it lies with the parents. While it may be 
perfectly legal in the state of Maryland 
for parents to serve alcohol to their kids, 
in doing so, they are in direct violation 
of Gilman’s enrollment contract. At all 

parties with alcohol, parents are liable 
for any alcohol served to their kids as 
well as to others. In addition, a parental 
mistake in serving alcohol has the pos-
sibility of resulting in the dismissal of a 
student from the community. Several 
years ago, a new law was passed in 
Maryland stating that anyone under-
age cannot be within a certain number 
of feet of a person who is drinking at a 
party and can still be punished even if 
he himself has had nothing to drink. Yet, 
even with all these rules and policies, 
parents somehow are still letting teens 
hold parties in their houses with alco-
hol. Gilman’s new policy will hopefully 
press upon the parents a need to take 
initiative in solving drinking problems.
    It is also very important that teens be 
informed about alcohol and its effects. 
Gilman brings in speakers, with whom 
the students will most likely connect, to 
talk about their experiences with alco-
hol. Every year, sophomores take part in 
FCD, (Freedom from Chemical Depen-
dency) - a program taught by recover-
ing alcoholics, many of whom started 
drinking when they were in high school. 
Often, the people who speak about 
alcohol at assemblies went to Gilman 
themselves, and their words potentially 
leave a more lasting impression on the 
students. “Education about alcohol is 
very important,” says Mr. Allan. “Kids 
need to learn about the process of 
addiction and its consequences.” The 
only problem, however, with assemblies 
and alcohol programs like FCD is that 
students at Gilman already know most 
of the consequences of using alcohol. 
Everyone at Gilman is smart enough to 
understand that drinking is the wrong 
decision, yet they still do it. During an 
assembly, a speaker can give a very 
powerful speech, which draws much 
empathy from the students, but their 
words seem to be almost immediately 
forgotten once students go to lunch, 
and the regular routine of a school day 
resumes. Students who wish to drink will 
most likely drink regardless of what they 
hear in any alcohol educational program 
or speech, so no plans are being made 
for any other alcohol programs to be 
implemented. The administration feels 
that enough exists to get the message 
across, and does not want the students 
to feel over lectured.
    In theory, the current rules and poli-
cies of Gilman should deter all students 
from using alcohol and all parents from 
permitting any sort of alcohol use in 
their homes, but, realistically, they 
simply don’t. Mr. McGill believes that 
kids need to be introduced to other 
ways of having fun. Students who 
drink to escape from all the pressures 
of school, friends, and families need to 
have an alternate outlet. While alco-
hol abuse for these reasons has been 
prevalent for all generations, the health 
risk today is enormous. No plans have 
been made to begin using breathalyzer 
tests on students at dances. “This is a 
school with an honor code,” Mr. McGill 
explains. “I want kids to feel trusted. If 
they show up at the door and see 
breathalyzers, what kind of a message 
are we sending?” If the administration 
is still willing to trust its students, then 
let us hope that this new policy will be 
enough to motivate students and par-
ents to respect the freedom they have 
been given, and cut down on the drink-
ing problem here at Gilman.

continued from Page 1
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Private Schools Band Together Against Student Drinking

As The State’s Newest Voters, 
Seniors Either Enthralled or Bored by 

Maryland’s Primary Process



The Gilman News • February 11, 2004  The Gilman News • February 11, 2004Page 4

    Like a serpent advancing across 
the desert in the heat of the sun, Falls 
Road lazily winds out of the heart of 
Baltimore, passes progressively through 
urban, then suburban, areas, and finally 
cuts through the rural farmland of 
Central Maryland, where it eventually 
fades into a dirt path.  Although the 
volume and intensity of traffic vary 
greatly depending on the section, all 
of Falls Road echoes with remnants of 
Baltimore’s past, and driving on this road 
transports one back to an earlier age.  
Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of 
the road, however, is the sharp contrast 
between the bustling, urban environ-
ment and the tranquil landscape found 
farther out in the country.
    Falls Road begins in the city just 
below North Avenue.  This first section 
of Falls Road has an interesting feeling 
as the road traces the line of the Jones 
Falls, the once-important stream that is 
now hidden by the expressway bearing 
its name.  As you round a bend in the 
road, the Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
comes into sight on the right.  The dis-
plays inside allow visitors to glimpse 
into a vibrant era of Baltimore’s past, 
when the streetcar network facilitated 
transportation among the many neigh-
borhoods that were thriving at the 
time.  As you continue along the road, 
you then come across a series of lonely 
mills that stand crumbling.  Down here, 
surrounded by these decrepit buildings 
and the constant gurgling of the Jones 
Falls, one feels worlds away from the 
commerce and traffic that are only a 
few blocks away.
    Leaving this hidden section, Falls 
Road turns away from the Jones Falls 
up towards Hampden and Woodberry.  
Here, the road passes through the shops 
and row-houses of these quintessen-
tially Baltimore neighborhoods.  This 
is the busiest area of Falls Road, and 
the drive is augmented by the traffic 
lights at the numerous intersections.  
Advertisements, billboards, and graffiti 
proclaim the urban way of life that per-
meates this section of Falls Road.  As the 
row-houses pass by, Falls Road edges 
Roland Park, then Mount Washington, 
before heading out into the county and 

suburbia.
    In Baltimore County, Falls Road con-
tinues along the Jones Falls, reaching its 
source at Lake Roland.  On a crisp fall 
day, the park here comes to life with 
dog-walkers, fitness mongers, and 
energized families.  Moving on past the 
Beltway, traffic thins after Greenspring 
Station, and the densely-wooded 
neighborhoods yield to open fields and 
farmland.  The pastoral atmosphere is 
enhanced by the antique country stores 
and picturesque barns that dot the land-
scape.  Horse trailers and John Deere 
tractors are a common sight.  It wasn’t 
long ago that produce from these farms 
was transported down the old road to 
the mills of the city.
    Eventually, Falls Road fades into a 
gravel path way out in Carroll County, 
swallowed up by the rolling hills and 
fields of the countryside. 

Falls Road Connects City and Country, Old and New in Baltimore
PHOTO FEATURE

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY EVAN CHRISS

Top: Riders train with horses on the Johnson Farm in 
Balltimore County, a common sight in the rural areas 
along Falls Road.

Middle: An adversisement for K&S Auto Associates 
plays on the urban theme of graffiti.

Left: Visitors to the Streetcar Museum take a ride on 
an old trolley.

Above: One of the many traffic lights found on Falls 
Road.
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    They say you can tell a lot about 
people from the places where they 
feel comfortable.  Well furnished, 
tucked away, and littered with various 
tomes of the historical variety, Dr. Jerry 
Thornbery’s personal headquarters tell 
the story of a man completely at ease 
with his surroundings, currently in 
his twenty-fifth year on the faculty at 
Gilman, (his longest absence from his 
post was in 1979 when he missed two 
weeks with viral pneumonia) – a man 
who, above all, seems indelibly and 
reliably rooted to the Gilman campus 
from September through May each year.  
Why then, will he not feel any sense of 
being uprooted, or displaced, from his 
customary haunts next semester when 
he goes on sabbatical, experiencing 
his longest absence from his place of 
employment in two and a half decades?  
“Fewer papers for me to grade,” he says 
in a rather brusque tone, “so I’m not 
worried about it…besides part of the 
time I’m going to be in Baltimore.”  
    As ill disposed as he seems to be 
towards giving interviews, Dr. Thornbery 
nevertheless manages to muster some 

genuine enthusiasm when he speaks of 
his well-planned designs for the coming 
months.  Dr. Thornbery’s application 
proposal included time off to work on 
some extant history papers for presenta-
tion at a history conference with hopes 
of perhaps turning the included mate-
rial into a book.  He also plans to go to 
archives where certain historical records 
are stored– the Library of Congress, the 
National Historical Society in Washing-
ton DC, Boston University– in order to 
look for documents and primary sources 
to enrich his lesson plans while pursu-
ing his specific research interest, namely 
Operation Freedom.
    Dr. Thornbery is not the first faculty 
member to avail himself of the oppor-
tunity afforded by the recently estab-
lished Riepe Family Sabbatical Endow-
ment Fund, which, since its inception 
in February 1999, has given leave to 
Mr. Vishio, Dr. Tipper, and Mr. Siwin-
ski.  According to the flyer e-mailed to 
each of the faculty every September, the 
mission of the sabbatical and its found-
ers Mr. and Mrs. James S. Riepe is “to 
reward consistent excellence in teaching 

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

Dr. Thornbery Prepares 
For Sabbatical

    In 1992, Mrs. Nancy Cox received 
a position on a panel of experts about 
Russia.  When the panel visited Gilman, 
Dr. Thornbery was in the audience.  
After the assembly, he inquired if Mrs. 
Cox would come to some upcoming 
talks at Gilman.  Mrs. Cox agreed, and 
over time, a bond between the two 
developed.  Up to this day, the relation-
ship between Mrs. Cox and Dr. Thorn-
bery is still solid, so it is understandable 
why Dr. Thornbery asked Mrs. Cox to fill 
his position as the teacher of American 
government and US history while he is 
on Sabbatical.
    Although she has not been teach-
ing as of recently, Mrs. Cox has a long 
background in the occupation, ranging 
from the subjects of Algebra to English.  
Mrs. Cox was a Gilman faculty member 
for ten years as a Study Skills and English 
teacher and was the founder of Mock 
Trial at Gilman.  Over the past several 
years she has returned to Gilman to help 
out with the program as it grows, and 

she will be serving as the Mock Trial 
B team coordinator throughout the 
second semester.
    Also, she received her undergradu-
ate degree in Political Science at the 
University of Michigan and has taken 
many additional courses at the nearby 
John Hopkins University.  Even though it 
is evident that Mrs. Cox is well qualified 
to stand in for Dr. Thornbery, she still is 
finding the first few days to be daunt-
ing.  Mrs. Cox observes Dr. Thornbery’s 
classes to be thought-provoking and 
stimulating for not only the students, but 
also for her.  In addition to the fascinat-
ing subjects, Mrs. Cox enjoys teaching 
the students.  Throughout her years as a 
teacher, she has formed a deep love for 
educating youths, especially ones like 
the Gilman students with such a vast 
knowledge of the topics.
    Though she finds Gilman to be a fresh 
experience, Mrs. Cox does not plan to 
take any other positions at Gilman but 
will return to her volunteer job as a tour 
guide at the Baltimore Museum of Art.

BY JAMES GRIFFIN

Nancy Cox Steps In 
For Dr. Thornbery

During sabbatical, Dr. Jerry Thornbery reads the daily news in his secret 
hideaway. (Photo by Matt Youn)

Mrs. Nancy Cox takes a break from working in the classroom. (Photo by 
Matt Youn)

and to promote the continuing educa-
tion of the faculty.”  Proposals submitted 
in October each year are reviewed by 
the donor himself and then presented 
to a selection committee for a final deci-
sion.
    In the meantime, don’t look for Dr. 

Thornbery to disappear altogether – he 
will continue to oversee the Brown vs. 
Board of Education Series of speakers, 
and he anticipates being on campus 
from time to time.
    Provided nobody expects him to 
grade any papers, that is.        

COME RUN IN...

The Scott B. Deutschman 
     Corporate Challenge

8:30 AM Registration
Tide Point
1020 Hull Street

10K Run
10:30 AM
$35 Raceday

5K Run
10:00 AM
$30 Raceday

1 Mile Walk
$20 Raceday

In Support of the Scott B. Deutschman Memorial Scholarship Fund at Gilman School and 
the Scott B. Deutschman grant at the American Heart Association
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    The Super Bowl certainly lived up to 
its name this year. Two downright boring 
teams combined to make a thriller of 
a game. In this mini-era of “never say 
never”, truly anything can happen in a 
game, and this year proved no different. 
This match up between two of the best 
defenses in the NFL was supposed to be 
a low scoring affair, yet this year and last, 
we saw the emergence of a new offen-
sive strategy: a strong defense.  A year 
ago, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers piled 
48 points on the top-ranked offense in 
the league. This year’s Super Bowl had 
a combined 61 points. This defense-
oriented approach may become even 
more popular in the years to come.
    This year was a tale of two quarter-
backs. One had already triumphed in 
the Super Bowl; the other had probably 
never dreamed of getting there. Tom 
Brady had previously lived through the 
hype but was still faced with adversity 
by those who doubted his skills. Jake 
Delhomme was a Southern boy who 
didn’t even start the first game of the 
season. The Cinderella story had taken 
him all the way to the Super Bowl, the 
make or break game of the season. 
Two years ago, the Patriots took on the 
seemingly inexorable St. Louis Rams, 
and the game was expected to be a 
blowout. But lo and behold, they hung 
around just long enough to put Adam 
Vinatieri, one of the greatest pressure 
kickers of all-time, on the line to kick the 
game winner. He put the ball through 
the uprights as if it were practice. Two 
years later, in the exact same position, 
he performed with the same success. 
    The first 27 minutes of the game 
were perhaps the most frustrating seen 
in a while. Punt after punt, missed kick 
after missed kick, the world wondered 
whether this might be a 3-0 Super Bowl. 
Then all of a sudden, Mike Vrabel forced 
a fumble on the Panthers own 20, giving 

them outstanding field position. Before 
you know it, the whistle blew, and the 
halftime score was 14-10 Patriots. Ener-
gized by these three minutes of bom-
bardment on both sides, the Halftime 
Show came on to wow us and please 
us. As we all know, Janet Jackson and 
Justin Timberlake certainly shocked the 
viewers with a very risqué move that put 
their careers in jeopardy, but there was 
still a game left to be played.
    The third quarter was a mirror image 
of the first, and so the teams went into 
the final quarter of the NFL champi-
onship still at 14-10. Brady threw a 
touchdown pass to give the Patriots a 
comfy lead, and after another Panthers 
touchdown, Brady had a chance to put 
away the Panthers when the Pats were 
in the red zone once again. On a huge 
mental error, however, Brady made 
one of the worst calls of his career and 
gave the ball back to the Panthers by 
an interception in the end zone. Three 
plays and 85 yards later, the Panthers 
all of a sudden had the lead. After a 
sustained Pats drive, another surprise 
arrived. Vrabel, a defensive star, not 
only lined up on offense but scored a 
touchdown with a pass from Brady prov-
ing the defense to be just as effective 
in an offensive capacity. Ultimately the 
game came down to a shocking series 
of events in the final minute. John Kasay, 
an otherwise stellar kicker, made a 
fundamental mistake and kicked the 
ball out of bounds, giving the Patriots 
twenty extra yards. After four completed 
passes, Adam Vinatieri was put in the 
very same spot as he was two years ago. 
The result was no different. The Patriots 
won their second Super Bowl in three 
years, as close to a dynasty as one can 
find nowadays. Two teams both known 
for their abilities to find a way to win had 
the chance, and it just so happened that 
it was the Patriots in a game that proved 
to be full of suspense. 

The New England Patriots 
Win a Historic Super Bowl

BY TEDDY DAVIDSON

in his first year and played the past 
season as a freshman.  Dowling was 
one of the nation’s premiere fullbacks 
in high school, and he is working hard 
to establish himself at that position in 
college.  Over the past season, Dowl-
ing played mostly special teams, but he 
is looking for more, saying, “Right now, 
I’m still trying to break out of the special 
teams role, and I really want to earn a 
starting position as fullback.  As for long-
term, I guess I’ll just have to wait and 
see what turns out.  I’m not sure how 
much football I have in the future with 
Duke.  I’m pretty excited about the rest 
of my career.”
    When discussing the influence of 
his high school football career on his 
current football demeanor, Dowling 
noted, “Not to put any of my current 
teammates down, but I know not a lot 
of them had as positive of an experience 
at high school as I did.”  As for their 
influence on one another, Dowling and 
Ruff still talk everyday and work hard 
together, as Dowling explained, “It’s 
a rigorous time, and there have been 

times when both of us haven’t been sure 
of what we’re doing or have been shut 
out in the cold a little. He’s been a guy 
I know I can count on.”
    As for the team, Duke Football 
appears to be on a steady rise, as the 
previous two seasons have shown 
records of 2-10 and 4-8.  The goal this 
year is to reach the .500 mark, as Ruff 
noted, “As a team, the goal is to go to 
a bowl game, and I think we’re gonna 
do it.”  Dowling added, “Last year, we 
got left with a sour taste in our mouth 
because we missed the bowl, so people 
are coming back a little more hungry this 
year to get back to a bowl game.”
    Like Ruff and Dowling, Napolean 
Sykes opted to play for an ACC school, 
Wake Forest.  Sykes red shirted his first 
year at Wake Forest and is currently 
in his freshman year there.  Sykes has 
been very successful in his young 
career at Wake.  This past year, he 
started on kickoff, kick return, and punt 
return.   Sykes is looking to expand his 
role past special teams in next year’s 
season.  While at Gilman, Sykes was 
one of the area’s most successful wide 
receivers, and cornerbacks.  Now, Sykes 

is working hard to establish himself as 
a great football player at Wake Forest, 
regardless of which position he is 
at.  Sykes is exploring the option of play-
ing strong safety, linebacker, and maybe 
even fullback.  “I just want to contribute 
to the team, in any way possible.  That 
is the most important thing.” 
    This past season, Wake Forest went 
5-7.  Sykes said: “We were disappointed, 
but now we are working hard to re-
establish ourselves in the ACC. This past 
year the team lacked senior leadership, 
but our team will get better as our young 
guys get more experience.”  Hopefully, 
Sykes and the rest of the Wake Forest 
team will be ready when the season 
starts, because the team faces seven of 
the Top 25 teams in the nation in next 
year’s schedule.
    Sykes says that his Gilman career has 
had a true impact on him as a football 
player, and as a person.  He spoke very 
highly of his experiences at Gilman.  “In 
high school, we had the best coaches 
around.  We had the best facilities avail-
able to a high school football player, and 
just tremendous opportunities.  It was 
a great experience for me, because the 
whole team cared a lot for each other.  I 
still keep up to date with Gilman sports, 
and I make sure to keep in touch with 
my Gilman classmates.”
    The fourth member of the class of 
2002 to receive a football scholarship 
is Stan White Jr.  He is now a red-shirt 
freshman playing linebacker and tight 
end at Ohio State University.  While 
at Gilman, White was the only football 
player in Baltimore to be named a U.S. 

Army All-American.  Going into college, 
he was deemed by many magazines to 
be one of the top 10 high school line-
backers in the country, and among the 
nation’s best high school tight ends.
    White decided to attend his father’s 
alma mater, Ohio State.  According to 
OhioStateBuckeyes.com, Stan could 
be Ohio State’s next great two-way 
player.  It is said that White blocks 
very well and has exceptional hands 
for a tight end.  In addition, he makes 
excellent reads and tackles solidly at 
linebacker. 
    White has experienced a lot in his 
young college career.  He was a part of 
Ohio State’s 2002-2003 national cham-
pionship team, and he hopes that that 
will not be his last.   This year, White has 
seen action as Ohio State’s second tight 
end.  White was often seen in Ohio 
State’s goal line formation.  In the future, 
we should be seeing and hearing much 
more from Gilman’s own Stan White. 
    By not only breaking the barrier of 
making it to college football but also 
challenging to go a step further into pro-
fessional football, Dowling, Ruff, Sykes, 
and White have shown that Gilman 
Football can hold its own beyond the 
Gilman program.  With years to come 
before their playing careers come to an 
end, these players are showing their 
worth while making Gilman Football 
known to more college programs.  
Gilman should be thankful for these 
young men who still bleed blue and 
gray.  As Ruff commented, “Hopefully, 
my kids will eventually be at Gilman.  
That’s my goal for my kids.”

continued from Page 1

Gilman Football Recruits Shine on the College Field
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    The Gilman Varsity Hockey team is 
close to finishing off the 2003-2004 
season under new head coach Mr. Wil-
liam Auerswald, and the spirits could not 
be higher.  Currently the team stands 
at the top of the MIAA “B” Conference 
with an impos-
ing league 
record of 4-0-
2 and is look-
ing forward to 
an imminent 
playoff berth 
and success in 
the postsea-
son.    
     Earlier 
in the season, 
the team was 
able to beat  
“A” Confer-
ence oppo -
nent Calvert Hall in a decisive fashion 
with the final score of 6-4 thanks to four 
goals by freshman Grady Lincalis ‘07.  
Soon after, in the beginning of Decem-
ber, the hockey team shared a 2-2 tie 
with the St. Paul’s, a conference rival to 
whom Gilman fell to in last year’s first 
round MIAA playoff match.  A month 
later, Gilman revisited the St. Paul’s 
squad and displayed sheer dominance.  
Winning in a noteworthy fashion 5-1, 

Gilman Hockey had something to cheer 
about.  “This team is one of the best 
in Gilman’s hockey history”, said John 
Williams ’06.  “With our combination 
of talented underclassmen and expe-
rienced seniors, we are good enough 

to compete for 
the champion-
ship”.    
 Con-
sidering the 
team’s tough 
non - league 
schedule, one 
would wonder 
how such a 
young team 
could with-
stand such high 
caliber play.  
“Our captain, 
Mac Williams, 

is really a leader on and off the ice”, 
John Williams replied.  The bond these 
boys share is simply remarkable.  Any 
student can see them talking amidst the 
halls, no matter their skill level or grade.  
Williams continued, “We are all friends, 
and we worked together in order to be 
where we are today.”  The future of 
this season is bright, and hopefully the 
hockey team will be able to bring the 
Greyhounds praise in the playoffs. 

Varsity Hockey Prepares For Its 
Playoff Push

BY ZAHIR RAHMAN

    Squash has always belonged to 
that group of sports overshadowed by 
other sports like football, lacrosse, and 
basketball. It is a low profile sport that 
could always use more support, and one 
that people never hear quite that much 
about around the community. 
    No matter how much recognition this 
team gets or doesn’t get, the players just 
play as if they just don’t care. Both the 
JV and Varsity have put up excellent 
performances this season thus far as 
the defending champions of the region. 
The team has been tough to beat, led 
by their number one player and senior 
leader Will Rienhoff, team captain John 

Squash Team Continues 
Its  Domination

BY KEUN HEE OH

Upcoming Winter Sports Matches

Varsity Basketball:
Fri2/13 St. Mary’s
      (A) 8:00 PM
Tue 2/17 MIAA Playoffs Start

Varsity Squash:
Sat 2/14 Mid Atlantics 
      (H) 9:00 AM

Varsity Swimming:
Sat 2/14 MIAA Championships  
      @ Loyola 
Fri/Sat  2/27-28 Easterns 
      @ LaSalle  
      
Varsity Wrestling:
Fri2/13 MIAA Tournament 
                  @ Mt. St. Joe  
               3:30 PM    

      
     Sat 2/14 MIAA Tournament 
            @ Mt. St. Joe 
                  3:30 PM

     Fri 2/20 MD Ind. States 
                           @ McDonogh 
                 4:00 PM 

     Sat 2/21 MD Ind. States                 
                   @  McDonogh 
                 10:00 AM

     Thu 2/26 National Preps @ Lehigh 
   
     Fri 2/27 National Preps @ Lehigh 

     Sat 2/28 National Preps @ Lehigh 
 
   

Peter “The Hawk” Hawkins ‘06 watches the ball keenly as he prepares to 
score one for the Greyhounds. (Photo by Pat Hudson)

Pinney, and head coach David Doherty. 
The teams have put up an impressive 6-
2 record, losing only twice to Potomac 
while breezing by their other oppo-
nents, with scores like 10-2, 5-2, and 
6-1. The team also won the Mercers-
berg Invitational Tournament for the 
third year in a row. Even after losing its 
number two player and senior leader 
Dan Latshaw due to a critical shoulder 
injury, the team has continued to thrive, 
still showing great signs of dedication, 
such as Pinney’s volunteering for six 
interscholastic matches in one week.     
    Although the team lost twice to 
Potomac, Potomac is probably as tough 

as it gets for the Greyhounds, consid-
ering that the two teams top the Mid 
Atlantic Region in the sport. After the 
first disappointment, both Max Dalury 
‘06 and coach Doherty felt they could 
pull it out against this team. Unfortu-
nately, Gilman was met with more dis-
appointment, losing the match again by 
a score of 1-8, obviously showing the 
lack of the aid of #2 Latshaw. 
    Still, this program’s future looks more 
than promising.  It will be tough losing 
many quality seniors after this season, 
such as Will Rienhoff, Charlie Brooks, 
John Pinney, and Dan Latshaw, but not 
many are concerned. “When you lose a 
lot of seniors, you usually end up getting 
a lot of freshmen coming in to replace 
them. We should be able to pull this 
team together and [be as] consistent as 
we always have been,” said Dalury. In 
addition, Coach Doherty reminds us 
that the sophomores this year are not 
to be overlooked. “We have a lot of 
upcoming talent, particularly the three 
sophomore Varsity players, Max ‘Tour-
nament Junky’ Dalury, Zach ‘I Don’t 

Lose Close Matches’ Bradley, and Peter 
‘The Hawk’ Hawkins.”  It looks like the 
Greyhounds’ reign on the Mid Atlantic 
is here to stay. 
    Oh, and about that whole recogni-
tion thing?  Yes, the team definitely feels 
the pain of not having as many fans in 
the stands as the Gilman-McDonogh 
football games do.  Coach Doherty 
feels strongly about encouraging the 
sport of squash to be a more watched 
sport.   “We have had some faculty sup-
port (Mrs. Williams has been our most 
loyal fan), but very few students ever 
come to watch.  I think that this is a 
shame, as it is an exciting sport to watch 
live, and Gilman is one of the strongest 
teams in the Mid-Atlantic area, “ says 
Mr. Doherty,  “I hope that this is chang-
ing now that more and more schools 
in the area are establishing teams, and 
courts are being built all over Baltimore.  
It is a great sport. “ But the real ques-
tion is: does this affect their dominance 
in the sport? Well, it certainly hasn’t so 
far.

“THIS TEAM IS ONE OF THE BEST 
IN GILMAN’S HOCKEY HISTORY.  
WITH OUR COMBINATION OF 

TALENTED UNDERCLASSMEN AND 
EXPERIENCED SENIORS, WE ARE 
GOOD ENOUGH TO COMPETE 

FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP.”
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    If you were to enter the arena at 
about 4:30 from Monday through 
Friday, you would have just walked in on 
Gilman’s Varsity Basketball team, hard 
at work. This year’s team, coached by 
Tony Jordan, is very young, but it has 
the talent and work ethic to challenge 
for the MIAA “B” conference title. The 
Varsity Basketball team has come on 
strong as of late and seems poised 
to make a run in the postseason.
    At first glance, the team’s overall 9-13 
record might not seem too impressive, 
however, a closer look would show that 
Gilman is 8-3 in league play and tied for 
second place with Severn in the MIAA 
“B” conference late in the season. 
    In the beginning of the season, the 
team found itself struggling to win 
games.  The players were young and 
inexperienced, as over half the team 
is only one year removed from the 
JV.  Players were having a difficult time 
adjusting to the faster tempo of the 
Varsity level.  In addition, the team 
struggled to forge the sense of unity 
and togetherness that is necessary to 
win games.  Now, those problems are 
things of the past, as the team is winning 
very consistently.
    One of the reasons for the team’s 
newly found success is that Coach 
Jordan has taken up the idea of letting 
the players play their game.  David John-
son ‘06 said, “Coach’s style is really ‘run 
n’ gun’… He lets us play our own game 
and does a good job in using all of our 
talents as a team.”  In addition, Coach 
Jordan does a great job of preparing the 
team for their games.  He always has 
a scouting report, and the team never 
enters a game unprepared.

    The team’s senior leadership is 
another important factor in the team’s 
success.  Seniors Jerry Jones, Kyle Black-
man, and Jake Dubois each have two 
years of varsity experience, and the 
rest of the team respects their input 
and advice.  Also, fellow senior Tim 
Douglas may be the most inspirational 
player on the team.  Douglas does not 
receive as much playing time as many 
of the other players, but his hard work 
is noted by every player on the team.  
Douglas’ dedication has been of par-
ticular influence on the younger mem-
bers of the team.  Sophomore Barney 
Ehrmann noted, “Tim Douglas has been 
a real inspirational leader.  He comes to 
practice everyday and is always working 
really hard.”  Moreover, Johnson added, 
“Every time he gets in the game, he does 
a real good job.”
    It is important to note the individual 
play of several members of the team.  
Sophomore Ben Goetsch is leading the 
team in both scoring and rebounding, 
with over ten points and six rebounds 
per game.  Sophomore Reggie Fugett is 
doing a good job on the glass as well.  
Junior Paul Stack’s intensity also gives 
the team a boost in every game. Fugett 
said, “Paul Stack sets the tone for us in 
every game.”
    With the team clicking this late in the 
season, there is no telling how far they 
will go in the playoffs.  Gilman will have 
to defeat a very strong Pallotti team that 
is 18-3 overall and undefeated in the 
league. Fugett stated, “We’re gonna 
have to play as a team and play our 
game.  If we do that, there is no way 
that we will lose…. It’s up to us.”

Varsity Basket-
ball Makes Strong 
Late Season Push

BY JORDAN TUCKER

    While at first glance, the numbers 
for this year’s Gilman Indoor Track 
team might not look like the statistics 
of a team with potential to compete for 
the championship in a few years, the 
incredible potential shown throughout 
the season foreshadows good things to 
come for this team in the near future. 
The Varsity team finished in eighth place 
out of twelve teams, and the Junior Var-
sity team finished sixth. This feat is actu-
ally quite impressive considering the 
unusual youth of the team. The team 
consisted of only three seniors, and 
the vast major-
ity of the team 
was composed 
of sophomores 
and fresh-
men. With so 
many runners 
returning next 
year, both the 
coaches and 
the athletes 
have very high 
expectations.  
Head Coach 
Jacobs said 
of the young 
team’s perfor-
mance, “There was huge improvement 
all around throughout the year by every-
one in the program. With such a large 
team and such a young team, we really 
did a good job.” 
    The year was also highlighted by 
some terrific individual performances. 
On the Varsity level, sprinter Robbie 
Wright finished consistently in the top 
ten for his event, a tremendous accom-
plishment for a sophomore. Also, Ryan 
Summers led the Varsity shot-put squad, 
consistently throwing over 35 feet. Pos-
sibly the most encouraging aspect of the 
team’s performance was the Junior Var-
sity’s performance. Sean Price’s running, 
Brandon Crosby’s jumping, and Adam 
Kovars’ throwing all gained points for 
the team on a regular basis. 
    The high expectations for the future 
are shared by the athletes as well as 
the coaches.  Patrick Gillece ’06 said 
of the year, “We progressed a lot this 
year, and we are still very young. If we 
keep improving like we did this year, you 
should expect good things not to long 
from now”. 

    This year’s team, aside from display-
ing potential, displayed an element 
of extraordinary seriousness. From 
more disciplined conditioning to more 
focused practices, the team seemed to 
really be working toward success. Var-
sity runner Sean Murphy ’06 remarked 
on the intensity, “I would say one of our 
biggest successes was the work ethic 
demonstrated by the team throughout 
the year”.
    It can almost be guaranteed that 
within the next year or two, the Gilman 
Indoor Track team will be competing 

with usual 
powerhouses 
of the Indoor 
Track world, 
such at Cal-
vert Hall and 
Mt. St. Joe.  
“As early as 
next year, 
and definitely 
in two years, 
we will be a 
really good 
team,” said 
Coach Jacobs 
of when one 

could expect this team to really com-
pete.  No matter whom you ask, the 
opinion seems to be the same.  Within 
the next year or two, the Gilman Indoor 
Track team will be a force to be reck-
oned with.

Indoor Track Progresses 
Through Season, Looks 
Forward to Next Year

BY ROBERT WIESE

Varsity Indoor Track Season 
Results

12/4            @ Loyola 
7th Place - Team Score: 9

12/13           @ Loyola Relays
12th Place - Team Score: 4

12/19    @ PG Center
8th Place (Tie) - Team Score: 6
 
1/9       @ PG Center 
9th Place - Team Score: 1
 
1/16          @ Loyola
8th Place - Team Score: 1

1/23    MIAA Champ. @ PG Center 
8th Place - Team Score: 2

Point Guard Paul Stack ‘05 keeps his eye on the ball while watching out for 
his St. Paul’s opponent. (Photo by Pat Hudson)

“THERE WAS HUGE IMPROVE-
MENT ALL AROUND THROUGH-
OUT THE YEAR BY EVERYONE IN 

THE PROGRAM. WITH SUCH 
A LARGE TEAM AND SUCH A 

YOUNG TEAM, WE REALLY DID A 
GOOD JOB.” 


