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Gilman Family Awaits Return 
of One of its Own

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW
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Students Anton Lande and Teddy 
Minch Enjoy Wonderful Experi-

ences in French Exchange
BY SAM NOVEY

    This past spring and summer, 
Gilman participated in an exchange 
with a school in Lyon, France.  In the 
spring, French exchange students 
Raimon and Louis spent several weeks 
living with and shadowing hosts Teddy 
Minch ’06 and Anton Lande ‘06.  This 
June, Raimon and Louis returned the 
favor by hosting Minch and Lande.
    Minch and Lande, along with Bryn 
Mawr’s participants in the exchange, 
stayed with their host families in Lyon 
for two and a half weeks before going to 
Paris and sightseeing for several days.  
While seeing famous sights such as the 
Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, and 
the Louvre was interesting, it was not 
the highlight for Minch.  “We saw the 
standard lineup of tourist attractions, 
but most of it was experiencing the 
French way of life.”
    And what a way of life it is.  “People 
are laid back and not in a hurry,” said 
Minch “It’s no big deal if you’re late.”  
Also, eating is a completely different 
experience.  “The food was awesome!  
Everything was a lot more fresh; not a 
lot of snacking either.”

    In Paris, the exchange students 
stayed at a global village of sorts; a 
youth hostel with visitors from around 
the world.  “It was cool to meet people 
of so many ethnicities.  We all tried to 
communicate in French, our common 
language, but it was hard to do with so 
many different accents.”
    In recent years, unfortunately, rela-
tions between the United States and 
France have soured, but this did not 
faze or affect the exchange participants.  
“We weren’t really confronted with it,” 
said Minch.  American tourists as a 
whole, however, were not exempt from 
French ire.  “The French make a big 
distinction between the Americans who 
try to speak the language and jump into 
culture, and the Americans who walk 
around Paris speaking English and 
wearing NFL jerseys.”
    The French exchange was an incred-
ible experience for all involved as they 
experienced each other’s vastly different 
cultures.  “Just walking on the streets of 
France was an experience,” commented 
Minch.

On the right, Teddy Minch (top) and Anton Lande pause for a group 
picture with fellow exchange students. (Photo by Ms. Trapp)

“And in this organization, you will be 
regarded as family.” (www.usmc.mil/)

    Dr. Mary Jo Ebo, anchor of the 
Gilman Middle School Music Depart-
ment remembers; she can’t forget, not 
now.  Not when the memories them-
selves are so precious.  And so, if you sit 
and listen for a few moments, it almost 
feels as if you were there, too, witness-
ing the scene even as she recounted it 
three weeks after her husband had left 
for training in California.   
    Night was falling.  A typical summer 
night, but in a remote corner of the 
Gilman campus the chorus of crickets, 
their voices swelling in the lazy air was 
joined by another sound – a warm, low, 
melodious series of notes.  Mr. Ken Ebo 
was playing his horn, making music, 
doing the thing he loves.  Every day, 
as reliable as the song of the nocturnal 
insects, came the voice of the trombone. 
Tonight, though, it was a little bit differ-
ent.  Maybe the notes were a bit more 
mellow, a bit more melancholy.  Maybe 
they were drawn out just a little, linger-
ing on themselves, reluctant to depart.  
Because the man working the brass slide 
realized he would be leaving tomorrow, 
realized his trombone, his music, his 
pregnant wife, his home would be left 
behind.

    It wasn’t all that bad.  His wife, he 
knew, was well provided for.  When the 
baby comes at the end of the year, she 
will have support. The Marines take care 
of their own.   Dr. Ebo herself volunteers 
as part of a family support group, work-
ing directly with her husband’s unit 
commander as interlocutor between the 
unit and the families of the servicemen 
involved.  “I don’t really have anything 
else to do until school starts,” she notes 
with an ironic laugh, “besides, I get to 
know stuff fast.”  But what of family?  
Dr. Ebo’s mother is with her, helping her 
cope, cooking her southern meals, get-
ting things ready for the baby.  Still, she 
is the first among many, for where could 
one find a closer-knit familial connec-
tion than that shared by the members 
of the Gilman community? Speaking 
from Camp Pendleton in California 
on August 22nd, weeks removed from 
the last time he got to see his wife, Ebo 
noted, “ Dr. Ebo and I are both over-
whelmed with the level of support that 
the Gilman community has given us.  
It makes us very grateful, and it makes 
me especially happy to know that she’s 
a part of that.” 
     What is it exactly about the Marines 
that he loves so much, that makes all 

continued on Page 3

Mr. Ebo stands in front of  war memorial (courtesy of Dr. Ebo)
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Heubeck, Ciattei  Valuable Addi-
tions to Teaching Staff

    Mr. Rob Heubeck will be a new face 
at Gilman, but he brings with him an 
abundance of experience. After gradu-
ating from James Madison University 
and attending Loyola University for 
graduate school, Mr. Heubeck spent 
twelve years at John Carroll. There he 
taught European history and Ameri-
can history, as well as coaching the 
varsity soccer team. He has already 
begun his Gilman coaching career 
as the assistant varsity soccer coach, 
and he plans on coaching in the winter 
intramural program as well. As far as 
academics, he will be teaching Ameri-
can History and European Civilization 
this year.
    What made Gilman outstanding 
to Mr. Heubeck was its tradition. He 
wanted to be part of a school with such 
a tradition of academic excellence. The 
high standards on the sports field and 
in the classroom made Gilman a good 
choice.
    Mr. Heubeck has a wife and two 
children, and in his free time enjoys 
playing tennis and hiking. What 
may set him apart from others is his 
demand for excellence. When asked 
what was special about him as a 
teacher or coach, he replied, “Whether 
on the field or in the classroom, I have 
very high expectations.” Mr. Heubeck’s 
experience as a coach and a teacher 
will make him a great fit to the Gilman 
community.

    The new math teacher, Mr. Joe Ciat-

tei Sr. comes to Gilman with many years 
of teaching experience under his belt, as 
well as a long history of athletic coach-
ing. Mr. Ciattei has spent the last twelve 
years as a math teacher and a coach at 
St. Paul’s School. He has coached soccer 
at both the JV and the Varsity level, as 
well as basketball and golf. This fall, he 
will be heading Gilman’s JV soccer pro-
gram and hopes to be involved in either 
the basketball or golf program.
    Mr. Ciattei was drawn to Gilman 
by the positions that opened up with 
the departure of Gilman legend and 
former math department chair Mr. Jack 
Thompson. The abundance of coaching 
positions available also made Gilman 
stand out from other schools. 
    A father of three children, Mr. Ciat-
tei strives to achieve the family element 
within the school setting. Commenting 
on this principle, he said, “As a teacher, I 
would describe myself as very fatherly.” 
Whether on the sports field or in the 
classroom, he thinks the goal should 
be the same: to achieve an atmosphere 
of growth and learning through hard 
work.
    When not teaching or coaching, Mr. 
Ciattei is an avid sports fan. His sport 
of choice is golf, which he may end up 
coaching in the spring. When asked if 
he had any motto or philosophy about 
school, he replied, “My motto is work 
hard, have fun each day, and be truth-
ful to yourself”. Mr. Joe Ciattei will be 
a welcome addition to the Gilman math 
department, as well as the coaching 
staff.

BY ROBERT WIESE

Rob Heubeck (History)

 At Gilman, there are events 
and people that sum up a student’s 
career.  Some of the events include 
the Prom, the McDonough vs. Gilman 
football classic, and Graduation.  As 
for people, the administrators, the 
teachers, and other staff members 
influence and inspire students.  For 
several students at Gilman, one of 
their major influences was Mr. Neun.  
Unfortunately, Mr. Neun, after years 
of dedicated service, decided to retire 
from teaching.  Yet, the departure 
of one legendary educator opens the 
way for new teachers to practice their 
craft. 
     Mr. Aaron Goldman is taking over 
Mr. Neun’s position in the Religion 
Department.  When asked about the 
position, Mr. Goldman said, “I don’t 
plan on trying to replace Mr. Neun.  
I have heard some history about 
him, and I don’t think he could be 
replaced.  I just plan on being myself 
and doing what I know how to.”  Yet 
Mr. Goldman does have an abundant 
teaching history that will help him 
adjust to Gilman.  During the last five 
years, Mr. Goldman has been teaching 
at Kennedy Keiger High School, 
specializing in Special Education, 
History, and English.  When choosing 

a school to teach at, he stated, “I 
was attracted to the emphasis on 
academics, which is different from 
the stress on behavior at Kennedy 
Keiger.”  As the summer winds down 
into the school year, Mr. Goldman isn’t 
anxious about the upcoming year, he 
feels just the opposite. He declared, 
“I am excited to begin the new school 
year, and I enjoy the fresh start.” Mr. 
Goldman is thrilled at the prospect of 
letting his students learn to think for 
themselves.  He believed, “Students 
can be great teachers.”  Yet, before 
stepping into the classroom, Mr. 
Goldman has been treading the soccer 
field, where Mr. Perkins and he have 
been coaching freshman/sophomore 
soccer. Mr. Goldman, who loves sports 
including soccer, softball, and golf, 
will also help out on the wrestling 
team and the freshman/sophomore 
baseball team.  From the short time 
he has spent with the soccer team, 
Mr. Goldman thinks the experience 
of meeting lots of nice and helpful 
students is great.  Hopefully, the 
experience will not wear off as the 
year progresses.

BY JAMES GRIFFIN

Joe Ciattei (Math)

Aaron Goldman 
steps where 
angels fear to 
tread.
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    Is it time that does this to a man?  
Is it the simple process of aging that 
imbues a body with such wisdom, 
such presence, such a fine appreciation 
of propriety and decorum?  It seems 
human to fear the ravages of age, to fight 
the wrinkles, the sallow skin, the bald 
scalp, the readily-visible paunch – the 
potholes and cracks in a road wearing 
its way steadily towards death.  We can 
scratch and claw, pay for surgery, trying 
to patch the marred path along the way.  
Or we can embrace age for what it could 
be if we play our cards right: an oppor-
tunity to grow – and not just outwards 
against our waist bands – a chance to 
recognize what’s truly important in life, 
an occasion for calm reflection if not 
outright appreciation.  And if you can do 
that, if you can reach inside yourself and 
embrace what’s there and think further 
how that might be improved upon, that 
little something that doesn’t go gray or 
soft or lame, if you can take the years 
as they come, and lose yourself in them, 
and let them mold you, if you dare to let 
yourself be taught, and just sit and listen 
and wait and learn, then, well, maybe 
then, you can be a little bit like Shanthi 
Kumar. 
    “I graduated from Middle School, 
finally, to Upper School,” he says qui-
etly, a bit of an ironic chuckle in his 
voice.  Because the fact of the matter 
is, he’s only partially joking.  He came 
to Gilman School in 1976.  He’s seen so 
much, touched so many; the reminisc-
ing comes thick these days – the time 
when, as acting Varsity soccer coach, he 
surrendered his post to Sandy Bishop, in 
favor of an assistant’s role, not wishing 
to deny somebody else an opportunity 
at the job;  he did the same thing years 
later, making way for Brooks Matthews 
on the middle school team, the same 
Brooks Mathews who, in fact, studied 
under him as a Gilman pupil a decade 
earlier.  The message behind the string 
of recollection is clear, and intact even 
today as Mr. Kumar prepares to join 
the Upper School, bearing an uncanny 
resemblance to the sentiments of, say, 
the rising freshmen, “I don’t want to 
come in and try to establish anything.  
I don’t wish to step on anybody’s toes, 
rather than simply coming and learn-
ing, taking instruction from the Upper 
School faculty.”    
    The list of duties in Mrs. Turner’s late-

summer missive reads, “Academic Lab 
proctor, ninth grade mentor, and friend 
to all.”  The latter third has never been a 
problem, even when not expressly speci-
fied.  The other two are along the same 
lines, as students struggling with the 
academic transition from the Middle 
to the Upper School will be greeted by 
Mr. Kumar’s caring countenance and 
educated wit.  As far as teaching a class 
of his own, he is content for the moment 
to wait, perhaps sitting in on a few that 
particularly interest him, among them 
Mr. Carey’s new senior elective on 
Islam.  He downplays the transition 
from Middle to Upper School saying 
simply, “If I am confident in my knowl-
edge of the subject matter, and if I am 
aware of the requirements for the class 
it, [the Upper School setting] should not 
be a problem.”  And co-ed classes?  He 
laughs, recalling his World History class 
in 1982, a class that contained, because 
of a scheduling problem, three brilliant 
girls from Bryn Mawr.  Mr. Kumar has 
not forgotten their names.  But the man 
who disdains even the slightest hint of 
a pretension, who wouldn’t let his play-
ers bestow upon him the exalted title 
of “coach,” cares little about the job 
description itself, as long as it has him 
doing what he loves best – helping stu-
dents.           
And so he opens the Carey Hall door 
and enters, a small figure, a humble 
figure, a figure that doesn’t ask to be 
seen, or even heard, for that matter.  But 
everyone sees him.  Everyone always 
does.  You want to stop and shake his 
hand – firmly, mind you – and say a few 
words to him even, and know that this 
man, whom you yourself can’t help but 
admire for the way the wisdom seems 
to come forth with his every quiet, 
unassuming action, respects you 
unconditionally, though he has seen 
things, knows things that you in your 
tender years can not comprehend just 
yet.  Mr. Kumar just smiles, and looks 
you up and down to make sure you’re 
sound, before striding away, always 
perfectly erect, looking to see where he 
might be of service.  Twenty-nine years 
of teaching, and Mr. Kumar has become 
a student.  Talking to him, seeing the 
eagerness to learn that made the years 
his instructor, one has to think that he 
wouldn’t have it any other way.      

the struggle, all the pain, worth it?  
Not one to speak indirectly, he decides, 
“It’s special.  It’s kind of a brotherhood.  
It’s like a family.  There’s a special 
bond between Marines…maybe more 
special than the other services.  The 
Marines have a different way of doing 
things, and it fits well with me.”  His 
wife agrees, insisting, “He’s a Marine, I 
knew it when I married him…and he has 
a lot of pride that he’s part of something 
like that.  There’s nothing else quite like 
the Marines.”
    Mr. Ebo explained that all the men 
were “ready to go, trained, excited, 
knowing that lots of good things are 
going to come out of this.”  His wife 
had seen a good example of soldier’s 
kinship on august 5th  at Harry Little’s 
Subs, enjoying her last meal together 
with her husband for quite some time. 
The owner of the place turned out to 
be a Vietnam veteran.  The onion rings 
grew cold as the two men sat and talked.  
And Dr. Ebo just sat and drank it all 
in.  How long is seven months, really, 
when you have forever?  How far away 

is April when you have your whole life 
to spend with one person?  Love knows 
not the confines of chronology, and as 
Dr. Ebo sat there, she couldn’t help but 
even feel a little bit blessed.  “It’s a gift 
that we have received,” she says, looking 
back.  “So many things in life we take 
for granted, but preparing for this sepa-
ration we took no moment for granted 
– some people never get a chance to 
have that kind of realization.”  And 
as she says it, you know she’s at peace.  
You know she can be strong, live her life, 
maybe even smile a little, even though 
her man is so far away.  Because he’s 
not really gone, not really – regard-
less of the interval.  Loved ones never 
really leave us, not when they are in 
our thoughts constantly.  Not when we 
see them watching us, shadowing our 
every move, our every breath in our 
mind’s eye.  Not when we keep them 
near and dear and close, in our hearts.  
Somewhere, in Mary Jo Ebo’s mind, 
the horn continues to play – slow, sad, 
lonely notes – but there, all the same.                  

Mr. Kumar Embraces New Role in 
Upper School

Mr. Ebo poses during training exercises (Photo courtesy of Dr. Ebo)

BY CHRISTIAN FLOW

    Coach Joe Duncan has taken over 
as head coach of this year’s team after 
26 years as assistant coach, and he is 
already bringing new life to the cross-
country program With 20 boys showing 
up for summer practices and the team 
working harder than ever before, expec-
tations are high for this year’s cross-
country team. Captain Ben Small ’05 
observed, “The past few years we have 
not been very good, but this year’s 
team looks very different.  We have 
more guys than ever before and Coach 
Duncan is working us extremely hard.  
He is emphasizing mile intervals, hills, 
and long distance training to ensure our 
success.”
In both of the past two years, the var-
sity team has only won one meet, but 
this year the team looks to raise that 
number significantly.  The first test for 
the team will be the Curley Friars on 

September 8th.   This is a big meet for 
the team because Curley is an in-confer-
ence school, and in the past the meets 
between the two have been very close.   
In order for Gilman to win this year, 
they are going to need superb efforts 
from Small, Austin Redwood ‘06, 
Jonathan Koch ’07, and the dynamic 
duo of senior twins Robert and Patrick 
Benitez.
The cross-country team suffered a 
major loss this summer when Teddy 
Davidson ’05 endured a stress fracture 
to his foot.  Davidson is working very 
hard to make a full recovery and hopes 
to be at full strength before the end 
of the season.  Although it is tough to 
replace a seasoned veteran like David-
son, Redwood, a transfer from Gilman’s 
soccer program, looks to be a major con-
tributor to the team to fill the void.

New Head Coach Runs Cross-
Country into New Season

vontinued from Page 1

BY JORDAN TUCKER

Seniors Patrick Benitex and Teddy Davisson take a moment to catch 
their breath in the aftermath of last year’s championships.
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Pell George ‘05 and Patrick Marshall ‘05 rise above the net as a unit as 
Hal Turner ‘05 and Dan Weiman ‘05 watch. (Photo by Jonathan Koch)

In Olympic Year, Gilman Football Set 
for Major Vault Back Into Contention

BY REDMOND FARHA

    From 1999 through 2002, Gilman 
Varsity Football had amassed a 34-6 
overall record, a winning percentage 
of .850, and has sent at least five foot-
ball players to NCAA football programs, 
including the likes of Ohio State, Notre 
Dame, and Duke. In both 1999 and 
2002, the Varsity Football team went 
undefeated, recording eight shutouts 
combined in both seasons, seven of 
which belonged to the 1999 team; 
moreover, the average point differen-
tial between Gilman and its opponents 
in the four-year span was just over 23 
points per game. At some point, things 
were destined to turnaround, as wit-
nessed by the 2003 season .   
    The loss of two star athletes who 
might one day grace the National Foot-
ball League contributed in part to the 
downfall last year. Victor Abiamiri ’03 
and Ambrose Wooden ‘03, both sopho-
mores, at the University of Notre Dame, 
were team leaders and widely gifted 
football players for Gilman. Victor’s 
6’4”, 269 lb. frame provided the defen-
sive line with not only pure intimidation 
but the ability to consistently get to the 
quarterback. Ambrose, though he may 
not possess Victor’s size at 5’11” and 186 
lbs., ran Gilman’s offense with a confi-
dence surpassed by no other player; not 
to mention, his gun of an arm. Some 
speculate that the loss of these two very 
talented athletes is the main reason for 
Gilman’s 2003 disappointments.
    Some attribute the 3-6 season to 
the offense’s lack of productivity. The 
team averaged 11.6 points scored per 
game, and many of these points came 
from defense and special teams. Jerry 
Jones ‘04, the team’s starting running 
back, was injured throughout most of 
the season. The offensive line, anchored 
by team captain Drum Rice ‘04, showed 
flashes of brilliance but fell apart, espe-
cially late in the season. With the incon-

sistent play of the offensive line quarter-
back Alex Wharton ‘04, was often forced 
out of the pocket and failed to establish 
his rhythm. Yet again, the domino effect 
occurred, and the wide receivers, led by 
the fast and shifty Grant Zimmerman 
‘04, were not able to make plays. While 
Gilman’s offense struggled, however, 
the defense picked up the slack.
    While one can easily point to these 
two hindrances as the reason Varsity 
Football underachieved last year, 
Coach Poggi insists that the fault for 
last season lies on his shoulders. Poggi 
says of last year’s aberration from 
Gilman’s usual success, “I don’t think I 
did a good job. We weren’t organized; we 
didn’t prepare well. I feel like I became 
almost a ‘victim of our success’.” While 
Poggi, known to most as a very selfless 
and caring coach, accepts much of the 
blame for his team’s shortcomings last 
year, he makes it very clear that this 
year will not be a repeat of last year. 
After all, overcoming adversity displays 
character, and character development 
is something that Gilman Football 
stresses.
    This year, Coach Poggi asserts, “We 
are more organized as a team and as a 
staff.” What he means is that the coach-
ing staff, renowned for its experience, 
is trying to develop more depth at each 
position. Every player has a specific role, 
and this dedication to one’s sole task will 
help the Greyhounds accomplish their 
two goals for the season: win the MIAA 
“A” Conference, and beat McDonogh, 
naturally. The playing of one’s role is 
not the only key to success for the year, 
however.
    Despite the many changes occurring 
this year, one thing stays consistent- 
Gilman defense is a force to be reckoned 
with. For instance, last year’s defense, 
which was on the field much more than 
the offense, held St. Joe’s Prep, at the 

time ranked 3rd in the country, to only 
14 points; no other defense had accom-
plished this sort of feat in at least three 
years, according to Poggi. He described 
his defensive unit as “tremendous” and 
expects the dominance out of them that 
he has witnessed for all of his years as 
head coach.
    An overriding defense, hard-working 
special teams, an improved offense led 
by captains Justin Wiley at offensive 

guard and Travis Hale at wide receiver, 
and a desire to follow Poggi’s lead will 
lead Gilman to its two goals. There are 
not as many seniors as in previous 
years, and there are no standout play-
ers besides defensive (and offensive, at 
times) tackle Andrew Pyke and running 
back Sean Price; nevertheless, Gilman 
Football’s return to prominence, judg-
ing by Coach Poggi’s timid confidence, 
is just around the corner.

    As the summer water polo practices 
began, there was a new splash in the 
pool.  After saying goodbye to Coach 
Scot Budde, the Gilman community 
welcomed the new aquatics director, 
Coach Jody 
D r i s c o l l .  
Coming off 
of many years 
of coaching, 
his goal for 
Gilman is 
simple, as he 
said, “I want 
to make the 
polo and 
swim teams 
much more 
competitive.”
    C o a c h 
Driscoll has 
had vast 
experience 
in all aspects 
of swimming.  
He swam competitively at Loyola and 
at Villanova University.  Coach Driscoll 
also has great experience coaching.  
Before coming to Gilman, he was at 
Loyola Blakefield.  He began as a guid-
ance counselor and later spent ten years 
coaching the Loyola swim team.  For 
the past five years, he has also been 
coaching the Mariners, a swim club 

that practices at Gilman and includes 
many Gilman students.
    Although he has been coaching for 
many years, this is Coach Driscoll’s first 
year coaching water polo, and he has 

his work cut out for him.  The team suf-
fered a blow since many of its leaders, 
including Yuchi Zhang ’04 and Andrew 
Marshak ‘04, graduated last year.  The 
team is now very young and inexperi-
enced with few upperclassmen, includ-
ing returning starters Ryan Smith ’05 
and Andrew Clark ‘06.  Coach Driscoll 
commented on the team being young 

when he said, “We have a big learn-
ing curve to overcome,” however, “the 
seniors are really helping to instruct the 
freshmen.”  The team has been work-
ing hard together, having daily practices 
during the week.  “The practices are 
going well.  Everyone is chipping in to 
do his role, and the team is improving 
quickly,” stated Ryan Fackler ‘06. The 
team has its first game on September 
9 against Calvert Hall.  There will also 
be the annual Gilman water polo chal-
lenge on the 
17th, 18th, 
and the 19th 
of September.  
In this event, 
many teams 
will come 
to compete 
against each 
other.  These 
two opportu-
nities should 
help the team 
see how it 
measures up 
against its 
competition.
    C o a c h 
D r i s c o l l 
comes to 
G i l m a n 
with high 

expectations.  He wants to make great 
improvements to all the aspects of the 
Gilman aquatics program.  Though the 
water polo team is young, it should 
have a good season.  Coach Driscoll 
stated, “The large number of freshmen 
on the team bodes well for the future.” 
As Coach Driscoll steps in as the new 
aquatics director and as the new water 
polo head coach, he looks to build on 
previous success to make the aquatics 
program even more competitive than 
before.

Will Frew ‘06 smothers a shot the the ground during prac-
tice. (Photo by Jonathan Koch)

Andrew Layman ‘08 launches a fast one above his oppo-
nent during a scrimmage. (Photo by Jonathan Koch)

New Water Polo Coach Splashes into Gilman Community
BY DAVID FINE


