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Nick Pitruzzella poses with his mentor and friend,  head trainer Lori 
E. Bristow (Photo By Cynosure)

 On Friday, February 11th at around 
2:30 in the afternoon, Nick Pitruzzella 
made the familiar walk down from the 
Training Room to his car as he had 
done almost every day for nine years.  
He walked down the hall and through 
the Arena.  He looked around one last 
time at the athletic center where he had 
spent so much of his time.  On this last 
short walk down to his car, Nick said 
goodbye to Gilman.  After nine years as 
the assistant trainer to Mrs. Lori Bris-
tow, he leaves to become a salesman for 
the Riddell Company in the Baltimore 
Metro Area.
 Nick came to Gilman as an intern in 
1995 after graduating from Limestone 
College.  Immediately, he developed 
a rapport with the school. “I saw the 
wonderful facilities and staff and I 
knew that this would be a good place 
for me to get some experience in athletic 
training.” That year, however, Nick had 
no idea that he would have a career 
at Gilman.  He was simply trying to 
finish up his internship requirements 
to receive a degree in athletic training.
 Everything changed the weekend 
before school started at Gilman in 1997.  
At the time, Nick had another job and 
was not planning to return to Gilman.  
Debbie Connors, the athletic director at 
the time, and Mr. Holley were looking 
for someone to act as the Varsity water 
polo coach and as a swim coach.  They 

decided to approach Nick.  Although he 
had absolutely no experience in water 
polo, Mr. Holley recognized Nick’s work 
ethic and the fact that he had experience 
with swimming in high school.   “I was 
absolutely shocked,” Nick said. “But at 
the same time I was honored that they 
actually had confidence in me to con-
tinue at Gilman.”  So that weekend, Nick 
went to the library and read everything 
he could about water polo.  During his 
first season as coach, the water polo 
team did not perform particularly well 

Gilman Bids Farewell to
Friend, Trainer Pitruzzella  

BY JORDAN TUCKER

 Although Dante is always everywhere 
on the Gilman campus, his beloved 
student, Mr. Christian, will not be – at 
least during the second semester.  As 
Mr. Christian departs on his quest for 
knowledge, he leaves in his place Mrs. 
Nina Gerrity, a funny, intelligent woman 
who, as Mr. Christian put it, “loves ques-
tions and loves books.”  What else could 

the Gilman community ask for?
 Mrs. Gerrity grew up in Philadelphia 
and attended a private school similar to 
Bryn Mawr and Roland Park Country 
School.  She then fulfilled her Bachelor’s 
Degree at Loyola College, and went on to 
receive her masters in philosophy.  After 
graduation, she immediately began 
working at Loyola for a short stint, yet 
soon thereafter, Mrs. Gerrity decided 
that “[she] liked the academic envi-
ronment.” As a result, she decided to 
enroll at St. John’s College in Annapolis, 
Maryland, where she was able to reread 
dozens of her favorites like Aristotle and 
Socrates and bask in their glow.  After 
receiving her masters in the classics, she 
returned to her alma mater and became 
a professor for political philosophy 
and ethics.  Throughout this hectic yet 
enlightening schedule, Mrs. Gerrity had 
four children, the oldest being eleven 
and the youngest being four.  Currently, 
the three eldest attend the Friends 
School and the youngest is enrolled in 
Pre- Kindergarten  Fortunately, as a 
professor, her schedule made time for 
her children as well as her addiction to 
books, yet when she was asked a favor 

Gerrity, Great Expectations Set 
Tone for 2nd Semester English

BY ZAHIR RAHMAN

Ms. Gerrity will take Mr. Christian’s 
classes during the second semester 
(Photo by Cesare Ciccanti)

Foreman, Students Head Strong Mentoring Program
BY WILL FREW

 Gilman is known to be a place of 
diversity and social variety. People 
come from different backgrounds and  
one is taught to pride oneself on one’s 
uniqueness. In 1994, Mr. Johnnie Fore-
man and Mrs. Peggy Wolf decided to 
start a program to ensure that students 
would stay on the right track, no matter 
what their background. They founded 
the Gilman Mentoring Program to help 
guide kids through the tough years of 
the Lower and Middle Schools. If a stu-
dent had trouble at home, and needed 
some help socially and academically, 
there would be a place for him, where 

someone would be able to point him in 
the right direction. 
 Mr. Foreman first started the pro-
gram at his local church, but it soon 
failed due to a lack of participation. 
Mrs. Wolf, then the head of the Lower 
School, had heard about the program, 
and noticed that some of the boys in the 
lower school could use the guidance. She 
and Mr. Foreman pitched the idea to the 
Gilman Board and the Headmaster, and 
it was soon approved. In the first year, 
there were nineteen participants, ten 
mentors, and nine mentees, who were 
the pioneers for this, now, very success-

ful program. They started this program 
with the hope to, “help students who 
get in to finish and get through the 
obstacles of Gilman,” commented Mr. 
Foreman. This motivation hit very close 
to home for Mr. Foreman, having a son 
who did not make it to Founder’s Day, 
due to academic troubles. He did not 
want to have to see something like that 
ever happen again. 
 Mr. Foreman and Mrs. Wolf select 
the mentors personally, basing their 
choices on a particular student’s suc-
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Dear Editor,
   After reading “Forget Forums, Arm-
chair Politicking in Favor of Action, Aid” 
I was disgusted by the hypocrisy and 
ignorance displayed by the writer, CF. 
For those who did not have the disagree-
able experience of reading the wordy 
rant, CF’s thesis was this: Teenagers 
do not have the mental capacity nor the 
life experiences necessary to hold and 
voice their own political opinions.  His 
solution to the problem is that instead of 
discussing international affairs, Gilman 
students should “make quiet contribu-
tions to charity” and leave the future 
of America to “a president and a whole 
slew of trained advisers.”  I hate to dis-
appoint you CF, but I doubt a donated 
can of tuna fish will stop the war in Iraq.  
A voice however, can – even if given by 
a mere teenager.   Teenagers are capable 
of incredible things.  This does not only 
apply to insignificant things like sports 
and entertainment. Sure, Lebron is 
nasty, Michael Phelps is dominant, 
and Maria Sharapova is amazing, but 
teenagers can also contribute to society 

Dear Editor, 
 I am writing in response to the article 
“Forget Forums, Armchair Politicking 
in Favor of Action” that appeared in the 
February 7, 2005 issue of the Gilman 
News. In his editorial, Christian Flow 
claims that the student assemblies on 
the war in Iraq were “foolish exercises” 
because the participants lacked the 
real-world experience necessary to 
debate the issues with which they were 
presented. He criticizes the student 
body for losing itself in “high-minded 
speeches,” and consequently, for fail-
ing to act in practical ways- namely, by 
failing to make contributions to charity. 
CF makes several arguments, and he 
invariably gets more things wrong than 
right.
 To begin with, it is wrong to say that 
students should not debate a war because 
they are unqualified by virtue of inex-
perience. In general, teenagers lack the 
experience to understand a great many 
things, and Gilman’s responsibility as 
a school, therefore, is to provide this 
experience for students by encouraging 
them to think about important issues, 
even those that are beyond their scope. 
Why should the school ask a freshman 
to interpret and discuss Romeo and 
Juliet when his opinion would matter 
much less than the opinion of other, 
more qualified scholars? The answer, 
of course, is for educational value of 
such an endeavor - that while Gilman 
students will most likely never fully 
understand Shakespeare during their 
Upper School careers, they will gain 
the valuable educational experience of 
attempting to understand and develop 
positions on difficult issues. Likewise, 
the school has students express their 
opinions, informed or uninformed, on 
current events, not for the purpose of 
having them adopt a particular political 
ideology, but to teach them the impor-

tance of following current events and 
researching things that they do not fully 
understand - a skill they will undoubt-
edly need later on in their lives.
 It is also necessary to mention 
the nature of the forums themselves. 
Initially, only teachers were given the 
option to speak in front of the school 
and only afterwards, did students, feel-
ing that their teachers had been biased 
one way or the other, express the desire 
to have their own opinions heard. The 
debates stemmed from student initia-
tive; they were not an attempt by the 
administration to push students into 
the “grown-up game” of politics.
 Secondly, a student not being directly 
affected by the war is no excuse for 
apathy. The war has forced most Ameri-
can citizens (of all ages) to examine 
whether a country is justified in using 
military force without provocation, and, 
moreover, whether it is right for a coun-
try to push its own political ideologies 
on a foreign nation. The war has had a 
major effect on other parts of the world 
and their perception of America - only 
someone childishly thoughtless would 
ignore these effects simply because 
they do not directly affect him at the 
moment. 
 The editorial instructs Gilman stu-
dents to stop participating in these pur-
portedly meaningless political debates 
and instead to make “quiet contribu-
tions to charity,” implying that this is 
something which they had been neglect-
ful in doing. In fact, this year has been 
prolific for Gilman community service 
- food drives, previously held only on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, are now 
held weekly; students convene every 
Wednesday to make sandwiches for the 
Our Daily Bread soup kitchen; Gilman 
has become an associate of Habitat 
for Humanity and has already raised 
24,000 dollars for the program. Gilman 

Students Can Make a Difference...Letters to the Editor
students are taking action, and there is 
no evidence to suggest that those stu-
dents involved in politics are not also 
involved in community service. 
 A student debate of the war is not 
inauthentic because students lack the 
qualifications and experience for such 
a debate; instead it is authentic as both 
an educational and intellectual exercise. 
It is important for a teenager’s develop-
ment to do more than just quietly sit by 
in this critical time in American his-
tory.
   -Georgios Gittis ‘06

in meaningful ways.  Alexander the 
Great was sixteen when he overcame 
the Macedonian revolt.  Isabel II was 
sixteen when she was given the Spanish 
crown and she maintained control for 
years.   Moreover, if a teenager’s opinion 
about the war in Iraq is not “qualified 
to hold forth on the issue,” then why 
should Gilman News readers take CF’s 
diatribe to heart? What makes CF better 
than the rest of us?  He is in no posi-
tion to talk to his readers as if we are 
lower than him; if we are able to follow 
his verbose and long winded mono-
logues full of nonsensical metaphors 
and skewed generalizations, we clearly 
should be treated as equals.  In addition, 
CF mistakenly uses Tim O’Brien’s novel 
in the inception of his article.  It seems 
like he completely misunderstood the 
book; O’Brien claims he would “go to 
the war- [He] would kill and maybe 
die-because [he was] embarrassed not 
to”(59).  O’Brien’s mindset was common 
among his age group at the height of the 
Vietnam War.  His entire generation 
was brainwashed to believe in the cause, 
and because of that naivete, O’Brien 
states, “I was a coward.  I went to war” 
(61).  If as teenagers we avoid dialogue 
and debate about these prevalent issues, 
could we not be in the same position in 
coming years?  As Gilman students and 
therefore the leaders of tomorrow, we 
must be prepared to understand and 
take a stance on issues, or else we
may also end up as “cowherds.”  Evi-
dently, CF is a victim of his own stereo-
type: I will take his opinion to heart, but 
then immediately dismiss it.  For what 
does he know?  He’s just a teenager.
   
   -Zahir Rahman, ‘06

Students CAN make their presence felt, as evidenced by the turnout for 
a recent build date launched by the Gilman Habitat for Humanity 
project (Photos by Chris Flint)
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It’s Academic Scores Victory,  Looks 
Ahead to Second Round Matchup

BY SAM NOVEY

 “This has got to be a first.”  These were 
the words of the host of WJZ’s Saturday 
morning high school quiz show It’s 
Academic as the Gilman fan contingent 
entered the studio to view the taping of 
the match between Middletown, Perry 
Hall, and Gilman on February 5th.  As 
usual, the Gilman fandom included six 
shirtless students with G-I-L-M-A-N 
written across their chests.  While 
such fervent spirit is commonplace at 
Gilman, such displays of passion are 
uncommon at the It’s Academic tapings.  
The fans’ enthusiasm was well merited, 
as the Gilman “big three” seniors Andy 
Pasternak and Peter Brockmeyer, and 

junior John Allenbach, vanquished 
their two foes in an exciting match. 
  Gilman’s come-from-behind victory 
was fraught with tension and excite-
ment.  Gilman was trailing Middletown 
after the first two rounds and needed 
a strong showing in the last round to 
pull out the win. The decisive moment 
came with Gilman up by ten points, 
when a thirty-point picture question 
was asked.  The contestants were shown 
a picture of a civil war general and 
asked to name him.  Gilman captain 
Andy Pasternak came through in the 
clutch.  “I knew it was either Burnside 
or Meade,” said Pasternak in retrospect. 

“At the last second, I decided on Meade, 
and it turned out to be a good decision.”  
This question clinched the match for 
Gilman, as Middletown soon became 
desperate and lost points for giving 
wrong answers, and Perry Hall went 
on a late run, taking many points away 
from Middletown while not being able 
to garner enough points to overtake 
Gilman.  The win was a big step forward 
for the Gilman It’s Academic Club.  “We 
hadn’t won in a couple years,” said Pas-
ternak “it felt really good.”
  The It’s Academic team now advances 
to the second round of the statewide 
tournament. “The competition gets a 
lot tougher in the second round,” says 
faculty advisor Mr. Shields.  “Each of 

the two teams you compete against has 
already beaten two other teams.”  But 
when the going gets tough the tough 
get going, or at least that’s what the It’s 
Academic team hopes will happen.   “We 
really need to be on our A game for the 
second round match,” said Pasternak.  
The taping of Gilman’s second round 
match will occur on April 4th at WJZ 
studios.
  Between both the win and the 
unprecedented fan support, the Gilman 
team’s first round match was a tremen-
dous success.  “It’s nerve-racking to be 
on TV,” says Pasternak “[the fans] were 
able to relax us and make us laugh.  
They really gave us the edge we needed 
to win...It was a real team victory.”

An enthusiastic group of Gilman fans stood out against a crowd of sub-
dued parents and sedate cheerleaders (Photo by Mr. Tom Shields)

The 2005 Gilman It’s Academic Team (from left) - Peter Brockmeyer 
‘05, captain Andy Pasternak ‘05, John Allenbach ‘06.  Alternates not 
present in photo include Neill Thupari ‘05, William Shikani ‘06, and 
Sam Novey ‘06 (Photo by Mr. Tom Shields) 

Loyal Pitruzzella Bids Farewell

continued from page 1

in the win-loss department, but they 
certainly did exhibit character and 
heart.  “For the obstacles we had, we 
did pretty darn good.  I learned so much 
from that team, and that was an experi-
ence that I will remember forever,” Nick 
said.
 In 1998, Nick was hired as the full-
time assistant trainer to Mrs. Bristow, a 
position that allowed him to flourish. He 
has become an esteemed fixture within 
the Gilman family, developing relation-
ships with many Gilman students, while 
at the same time becoming a respected 
professional within the athletic training 
community.  
 Over the past nine years Nick has 
developed a truly close and special 

relationship with Mrs. Bristow.  “Mrs. 
Bristow has become such a great friend 
and mentor.  I highly respect her, not 
just professionally but personally.  I can 
go to her for anything and same with 
me.”  Mrs. Bristow would indeed be the 
first to echo this sentiment.  
 The Gilman community is both 
excited for Nick and sad that he is leav-
ing.  Senior Andrew Watkins, one of the 
training rooms most frequent visitors 
said, “This is a total bummer.  I can’t 
believe he’s leaving.  I go in there and 
hang out with him every single day.  But 
ya know, at least he’s going to be happy 
with Riddell.”  
 There are a few things that Nick 
would like to say to the Gilman commu-
nity as he leaves: “Gilman has made a 
profound impact upon my life, without a 
doubt.  I will always be grateful for what 
Gilman and Ms. Bristow have done for 
me… I just want to say that the thing 
that I will miss the most is just talking 
to the students.   I have developed a 
relationship with so many people and 
it has just been my honor to work with 
you guys and to be a part of Gilman.”
 Thank you, Nick.

Mentoring Program Under 
Foreman a Continued Success

cess academically, athletically, and 
socially. Most of these young men who 
are selected are those that have made it 
through the Lower and Middle Schools 
successfully. They would be able to give 
advice to students about certain teach-
ers, their tendencies, and what they 
want from their students. Mentees tend 
to be young men who have had these 
difficulties socially and academically, 
and may be the child of a single parent 
or have trouble at home; with some 
guidance, they may be able to get over 
some of these problems. Members of 
the program are paired by similarity 
in interests and backgrounds, in order 
to ensure a fast connection between the 
two. However, one of the greatest things 
about the program is that once a mentee 
enters ninth grade, he becomes a mentor 
with his own student to guide.
 Mr. Foreman received a warning 
though, “it was Kaufman, he said, ‘Don’t 
let the program get too big so that it 
becomes uncontrollable.’ He was wor-
ried that the program might lose its 
intimacy.” The program is now up to 78 
participants, which some may consider 
being too large, but Mr. Foreman is still 
proud of all that it accomplishes. He 
sometimes wishes there could be more 
involvemrnt, just so that every kid in 
need can get the help necessary for 
achievement.
 There have been memorable influ-
ences and success stories which the 
program likes to pride itself on. There 
have been greats such as Charles 
Howard, the President of the School, 

Malcolm Ruff, one of the first to make 
the mentee to mentor transition, and 
Terrence Whitehead, a boy who entered 
Gilman as a freshman with very humble 
beginnings, and did great things for 
the program and the school. Mr. Fore-
man mused, “In my opinion, one of the 
greatest stories is about Charles Brown, 
now a student at Drexel University in 
Philadelphia. After more than five years 
of separation he still stays in touch with 
his mentor, who now works in Atlanta, 
Georgia.” In addition, there is the story 
of Darrel Jordan, who continued to stay 
in contact with his mentee, even after 
the boy had been asked to leave Gilman, 
and attended Poly. Mr. Foreman just 
wishes that these types of relationships 
will be formed in the future within this 
program. “That’s what it’s all about,” 
commented Mr. Foreman, “building 
relationships, relationships that will 
last a lifetime.” 

continued from page 1

REMINDER: BAG LUNCHES FOR HOMELESS
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS — 6:00

Volunteers Needed...Meet in Cafeteria
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Habitat for Humanity Building Funds, Houses, Hopes

 This year, Gilman Students have 
begun reaching out to help the 
community through the Habitat 
for Humanity program. Headed by 
Mr. Kirby in tandem with the com-
munity service club, the school has 
managed to raise around $20,000 

so far. The house that Gilman is 
sponsoring has not yet opened for 
work, but members of the student 
body have been working on other 
houses in the neighborhood. Junior 
John Black said after his work for 
Habitat, “It was a really good expe-

rience, and I think everyone should 
try to do it.” The next work day will 
be on Saturday, March 19th, and 
anyone is welcome to participate. 
Those interested in supporting the 
Habitat for Humanity program with 
work, or donations should talk to 

Mr. Kirby to find out more informa-
tion.  Whether you donate money, 
or manual labor, Chesapeake Habi-
tat for Humanity needs the help of 
the Gilman community to provide 
affordable housing to Baltimore 
families.

BY ROBERT WIESE

THE ARENA RESOUNDED WITH THE LEATHERY SMACK OF BALL ON HARDWOOD... 

On the evening of Friday March 5th, everyone had a chance to participate 
as Gilman students, parents, and faculty teamed up to launch an epic three-
on-three tournament with all proceeds going to the effort for the GIlman 
Habitat House (see pictures on page 2.)  Everyone had a hand in the action  
as parents pitched in with organization and concessions - even the Bryn 
Mawr Girls showed up with a few players.  (Photos by David Fine)
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 As many juniors well know, the 
SAT, the most famous, inf luential, 
and controversial test used in college 
admissions, is changing.  Although this 
is certainly not the first modification 
since the test was introduced in 1926, 
this change will be the most drastic.  
 The most important and disputed 
change to the test is the addition of a 
Writing section.  The College Board, the 
“not-for-profit” organization that makes 
the test, has added writing because it 
feels that “is an important skill for suc-
cess in college and beyond.”  Testing 
this skill, however, is not as straight-
forward an objective as examining 
Verbal/Critical Reading and Math abil-
ity and therefore has led to a great deal 
of controversy.  Students, for the first 
section of the new test, will be required 
to write a rough draft of an essay in 
twenty-five minutes, the scores of which 
are considered by many to be extremely 
questionable because the grades will be 
subjective.  Two English teachers from 
around the country will read these 
essays and assign scores between one 
and six, with six being the highest.  
After this section, amid the verbal and 
math sections, there are two sections 
that will test students’ ability to correct 
sentence errors, rephrase sentences, 
and examine and edit paragraphs.  

These sections will be in the traditional 
multiple-choice style and therefore have 
met less popular opposition.
 The other major modification is the 
elimination of analogies and addition 
of short reading passages.  The same 
number of long reading pasages will be 
maintained.  According to the College 
Board, this change has been imple-
mented because “some educators have 
expressed concern that the analogy 
format encouraged rote memoriza-
tion of vocabulary words.”  The most 
prominent of the concerned parties 
is the University of California, whose 
president, Richard Atkinson, proposed 
the elimination of the test as a method 
of selection in 2001.
 Another change is the addition of 
Algebra II questions to the math sec-
tion in order to test what the College 
Board views as the normal math content 
studied during high school.  This change 
will also result in the elimination of 
Quantitative Comparison questions, 
which were generally regarded as easy 
points.
 Mr. Vishio, who has been prepping 
students for twenty-three years, will 
be changing his SAT course to accom-
modate the new test.  He will now stress 
writing and will not put much emphasis 
on vocabulary memorization.  Although 

he believes that the content on the new 
test “isn’t anything unteachable,” Mr. 
Vishio feels that the test, now three 
hours and forty-five minutes (forty-five 
minutes longer than its predesessor), 
is now more of a test of stamina.
 All of these changes have caused a 
great deal of confusion among the class 
of 2006, the first students to take the 
new test.  While they will no doubt be 
prepared to tackle the new format, they 
are bemused because colleges differ 
on which test or tests they will accept.  
A few examples of differing policies: 
University of Maryland and California 
will only accept the new test;  Harvard, 
Yale, and New York University require 

the new SAT but will take the scores 
of the old as well;  Duke and Stanford 
give students a choice to take the old 
SAT with the Writing SAT II or the new 
SAT.  To add to the confusion, the Col-
lege Board says, “the math and critical 
reading test scores can be compared to 
the previous math and verbal scores, 
respectively.”  This statement has 
caused many college counselors like Mr. 
Malkus who wonders why, if the tests 
are equating, why the change is even 
occurring .  The outcome of the test is 
yet to be seen, but it will be interesting 
to examine its success and students’ 
reaction.

THE NEW SATS AT A GLANCE:

CRITICAL READING: THREE SECTIONS CONTINING A TOTAL OF 19 SENTENCCOM-

PLETION QUESTIONS AND 48 PASSAGE-BASED READING QUESTIONS

         TOTAL TIME: 70 MINUTES

WRITING: ONE 25 MINUTE ESSAY AND TWO SECTIONS OF A TOTAL OF 18 IDENTIFYING 

SENTENCE ERROR QUESTIONS, 25 IMPROVING SENTENCES, AND SIX IMPROVING PARAGRAPH 

QUESTIONS.

         TOTAL TIME: 60 MINUTES

MATH: 44 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS AND 10 STUDENT-PRODUCED RESPONSES.

         TOTAL TIME: 70 MINUTES

Bryn Mawr’s Nina Emala ‘06 displays her SAT guide at a course session

Anton Vishio, head of an SAT course for the past 23 years, has been pre-
paring students for the changed exam (photo by Christian Flow)

BY BRANDON HAMMER

Gilman Juniors to be Prepared for SAT’s New Format

Nina Gerrity To Take Helm 
in Mr. Christian’s Wake 

continued from page 1

from a good friend, she could not refuse 
the opportunity.
 Mrs. Gerrity and Mr. Christian met 
three years ago at the Evergreen Café.  
After seeing each other almost every-
day, Mrs. Gerrity was the first to initi-
ate contact with, as Mr. Christian says, 
“the most flattering question anyone 
can ask: what are you reading?”  They 
instantly became close friends, and 
their love for books was their common 
bond.  Mrs. Gerrity describes Mr. Chris-
tian as “a deep well of empathy that 
really comes through.”  This friendship 
has blossomed so much that when Mr. 
Christian was granted his well-earned 
sabbatical, he knew the perfect person 
to take his place.
 Although Mr. Christian left with-
out leaving a course plan or syllabus, 

long assignments and lengthy nightly 
readings, Mrs. Gerrity has decided to 
leave the homework requirements to 
the students, saying that, “If by May we 
are reading chapter seven under a tree, 
then it is o.k.”  
 So far, Mrs. Gerrity loves Gilman, 
especially the assemblies and – oddly 
enough -  lunchroom clean up.  She 
especially enjoys the “camaraderie that 
exists.  At the college level, the faculty 
usually stays with his department, but 
at Gilman, everyone is accepting.”   Next 
year, Mrs. Gerrity will return to Loyola, 
yet she “would be honored” to come back 
to Gilman at a later date.  After leaving 
Mrs. Gerrity his incredible office, Mr. 
Christian left only a simple note that 
read, “Nina: Teach the hell out of them.”  
Clearly, she will.                                    

Mrs. Gerrity has already decided how 
she will nurture her new students.  
Unlike the original Charles Dickens 
course, which involved the immense 
and intimidating David Copperfield, 
Mrs. Gerrity decided to focus on Hard 
Times and The Haunted House for her 
seniors.  As for her freshmen, instead 
of just Great Expectations, they also 
will be reading Hard Times in addition 
to other texts used by Mr. Christian in 
the past.  Moreover, the freshmen will 
read poetry from the transcendentalist 
period and several distinguished female 
writers.  Because of this, the freshmen 
in her class will not have to complete 
the notorious Sonnet Project, which as 
one junior said, “was the hardest thing 
[he has] ever done.”  While it seems like 
this strenuous course would require 

“Nina: Teach the
 hell out of them”
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“It’s Enclitic!”
BY ZACHARY LANDER-PORTNOY

Movie Plot: 
 This was destined to happen. Ever 
since the release of Predator in 1987, 
fans of the Alien and Predator series 
have wanted these two species to meet. 
For seventeen years, 20th Century Fox 
gave them only small hints of this meet-
ing. The first foreshadowing began in 
the mid-80’s when Predator had the 
working title of Alien Hunter. Then in 
the 1990 release of the pathetic cash-
in Predator 2 (sans Arnold), there is a 
scene where Lt. Mike Harrigan (Danny 
Glover) goes into the trophy room 
inside Predator’s spaceship and sees 
skulls of serpents closely resembling 
the creatures from the Alien series. 
This sent fanboys everywhere into a 
state of shock. There were supposed to 
be numerous commercial tie-ins, but 
they were never substantiated. The only 
thing the public got was some above 
average games in the late 90’s.
With all the people who were involved 
in the Alien and Predator films, it is 
understandable why it took so long, 
but the truly unforgivable thing was 
that Fox gave one of the most beloved 
horror/monster franchises to Paul W.S. 
Anderson. Yes, Paul, W.S. Anderson, 
the same guy who made Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse. 
 The entire plot revolves around some 
temple, which resembles Egyptian, 
Cambodian, and Aztecan temples.  This 
temple is buried under ice. A billion-
aire robotics magnate Charles Bishop 
Weyland’s (Lance Henriksen) satellite 
pickups a heat signature. Realizing that 
he hasn’t really done much his entire 
life and that no one is going to miss him 
once he’s dead, Weyland creates a crack 
team of archaeologists, engineers, drill-
ers, and other outdoorsy people to find 
this temple.
 The whole crew gets to the remote 
place, an abandoned whaling station, 
only to discover that somehow a perfect 
hole has been cut for them (the Preda-
tor’s ship used their gigantic ‘laser’). 
Once they get down to the temple, things 
start to really heat up. The temple refig-
ures itself, and they get separated into 
several groups. This movie is based on 
the two species and makes the humans 
completely irrelevant. The only worth-
while performances come from Woods 
(Sanaa Lathan), the sassy ice climber, 
and Sebastian de Rosa (Raoul Bova), 
the stereotypical Italian who makes a 
play for Woods. 
 The Predators have awakened the 
Alien queen and have provided her off-
spring with humans to consume. Then, 
the audience gets thirty or so minutes 
of seeing the poor, pathetic humans 
getting killed in exceedingly gruesome 
fashion by both the Aliens and Preda-
tors. All this leads to the clichéd show-
down between the Alien Queen and the 
Predator.
 This movie really has a feeling of a 
50’s horror film, except without the nos-
talgia. Paul W.S. Anderson does a nice 
job with some of the locales, sets, and 
fight sequences, and sticking to what the 
previous films accomplished.  However, 

the thing that really holds this movie 
back is its pacing. You never really get 
the same sense of dread as you did the 
first time you saw Arnold limping away 
while the Predator was playing around 
with different ways of killing him. All in 
all, the plot suffices, the action is pretty 
good, the movie has some unintentional 
comical moments, but we’ve been down 
this road before and we know it doesn’t 
go far.

Movie Plot: 2/5

Video:
 One of the really redeeming aspects 
of this DVD is the video. AvP is pre-
sented in 2.35:1 anamorphic widescreen 
so you don’t lose anything on the edges. 
The movie is almost completely shot in a 
dark indoor setting so it’s a real achieve-
ment that the details are preserved so 
well. The only problem with this great 
video transfer is that the look of some 
of the CG is fake. If you have a nice TV, 
this movie will really shine.

Video: 4.5/5
 
Audio:
 AvP doesn’t skimp on the audio 
either: it has English DTS and Dolby 
Digital 5.1 soundtracks.  This DVD even 
has Dolby Stereo French and Spanish 
audio, English closed captions and 
subtitles in French and Spanish.
The soundtrack follows the horror mini-
malist way of things by intensifying the 
uneasy silence. The DTS is surprisingly 
better than the Digital 5.1 and really 
puts you in the action by having a great 
directional sound mix. Once again, if 
your audio system is up to snuff, you’re 
going to have a great time listening to 
this one.

Audio: 5/5

Extras:
 There are a couple commentaries 
offered, wich are okay. There is also 
a CG/technical piece that talks about 
miniatures, stunts, etc. The good parts 
are the AvP Promo and the online con-
tent. The former talks a lot about the 
Alien and Predator universe and what 
not, and the software works pretty well 
and allows you to do some interesting 
stuff, such as enabling the viewer to 
read the entire first AvP comic. There 
are also some really ridiculous ads for 
the Superbowl and other Fox related 
stuff.
 
Extras: 3.5/5

Conclusion:
 This is at worst a solid rental and 
at best a solid bridge for the coming 
movies in the series. I especially recom-
mend this movie to those of you who 
have some nice audio/video equipment. 
If you don’t have a fairly new TV or 
decent surround sound, skip this one 
because the film itself isn’t that good.

Overall: 3.5/5

Alien vs. Predator DVD Review
BY STEPHEN W.A. RANDALL

 The Aviator is the most critically 
acclaimed movie of the year, with 
eleven Oscar nominations including 
best picture, best actor, and best direc-
tor.  Critics, however, can be deceiv-
ing.  Sometimes critics get so focused 
on the artistic aspects and cinematic 
techniques that they ignore the enter-
tainment value of a film.  Think Lost in 
Translation vs. The Boondock Saints.  
Lost in Translation was a 2003 release 
that earned 5 nominations and won 
2 Oscars.  It also received a favorable 
rating in 190 out of 201 sample reviews, 
according to rottentomatoes.com.  On 
the other hand, The Boondock Saints 
received no Oscar nods and only one 
favorable rating out of the 11 reviews 
sampled.  Clearly, there is something 
wrong here.  I walked out of Lost in 

Translation, while the Boondock Saints 
is still good after the fourth time.  The 
point is that critics can be full of it, 
which is the reason I’m writing this 
review- to give you an honest, unbiased 
opinion.
 The Aviator, I’m happy to say, is not 
another Lost in Translation.  But it’s no 
Boondock Saints either.  The Aviator is 
unique in its approach and style and is 
in a category of its own, for better or 
worse.  It chronicles the life of Howard 
Hughes, the eccentric movie director/
aviation pioneer/entrepreneur/Hol-
lywood playboy.  And eccentric is an 
understatement.  Howard Hughes suf-
fered from obsessive compulsive disor-
der and a deeply rooted fear of germs.  
The Aviator does an excellent job of 
showing how his disorders affected his 

life and also how he achieved success 
despite of them.  His highs and lows 
are ingeniously captured by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, who deserves his Oscar nomi-
nation.  The cinematography is also very 
good, especially in the scenes involv-
ing Hughes and the press.  The rapid 
angle changes enliven Hughes sense of 

disorientation, and the poofing crackle 
of breaking flashbulbs throughout the 
film are a constant reminder of the 
burden of fame.  However, despite great 
acting and a few thrilling sequences, 

Film Advantage: Scorsese’s The 
Aviator A Worthy Investment?

BY SAM JACKSON (FILM CLUB)

continued on page 7
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 Many Gilman students might remem-
ber the Roland Park Country School 
2003 fall production of Two Gentlemen 
of Verona, the 1970’s rock musical adap-
tation of the Shakespeare play.  Well, 
Two Gents has returned to Baltimore, 
but this time in The Head Theater at 
CENTERSTAGE, and of course the 
question that is on our minds concerns 
how this professional production com-
pares with the one that took place across 
Roland Avenue at the Sinex Theater, 
starring Gilman boys and Roland Park 
girls?  True, none of the current per-
formers can compare to the teen idols 
churned out by the Maryland indepen-
dent schools, but they do boast some 
impressive talent, especially Rodney 
Hicks, playing the role of Valentine.  A 
critically acclaimed actor, Hicks has 
appeared on Broadway in “Jesus Christ 
Superstar” and the original cast of the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning “Rent.”  Also 
turning in a fine performance is Kirsten 
Wyatt as Lucetta, whose credits include 

Theater Perspective: Two Gentleman of Verona Redux

BY HOWIE FISHER

Urinetown and You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.  Almost as impressive 
as the actors are their costumes.  Jen-
nifer Cole, a member of the costume 
team at CENTERSTAGE, explained that 
many of the outfits are based on current 
Japanese club culture whose bright 
colors and flashy designs resemble the 
styles of the early 70’s.  But the most 
striking visual difference between the 
amateur and professional productions 
is also the most obvious – that of the 
set.  While the RPCS set resembled a 
70’s disco, with two levels and murals 
depicting important themes from the 
time period, the CENTERSTAGE set is 
reminiscent of a child’s funhouse with 
glass doors, moving stairways, and 
giant inflatable objects.  Cartoonishly 
trippy, some other visual highlights of 
the CENTERSTAGE production include 
a giant blue bear, a vinyl couch in the 
shape of a pair of lips, and a tree made 
entirely of balloons.  
 While the Shakespearean text tells a 

story of the frivolity of young love and 
the bonds of friendship, the eclectic rock 
score gives it a modern twist, making it 
more accessible to high school students.  
The show not only emphasizes the drug 
and musical aspects of the 70’s, it also 
calls attention to issues such as abortion 
and the image of women as more than 
just sexual objects.  Throw in Cupid 
on roller skates and orgiastic dance 
routines and you’ve got Two Gents in a 
nutshell.

 The bottom line is this: If you and 
your friends were otherwise occupied 
during the RPCS student performance, 
you can see what you missed by taking 
in the big, gaudy, and no-less entertain-
ing production at CENTERSTAGE.  And 
even if you did see the show in 2003 (or 
were perhaps in it), you can enjoy, as 
I did, the different perspective on the 
drug-crazed, saturnine, Shakespearean 
daze that is the rock version of “Two 
Gentlemen of Verona.”

A Filmgoer’s Perspective: 
Scorsese’s The Aviator
continued from page 6

the Aviator has many long and boring 
stretches where nothing happens, and 
the movie, with its 170 minute run time, 
is longer than it needs to be.  At least 
half the movie is dedicated to sequences 
separate from the plot that serve only 
to demonstrate Hughes’ disorders.  
And before you tell me that that’s the 
point of the movie, I’d like to say that 
I realize this, but a three hour movie 
whose plot focuses on OCD is a little 
excessive. After a while, these scenes 
become annoying and Scorsese would 
have been well advised to cut down on 
them.  Another flaw of The Aviator is its 
lack of an ending; it cuts off without a 
resolution or conclusion of any kind.  It 
could have ended halfway through with-

out losing much of its impact.  Overall, 
the acting and the action sequences 
are good, but the movie is too long and 
ends at a seemingly arbitrary moment.  
The Aviator, while a decent picture, is 
definitely overrated.  If you are look-
ing for an intellectual movie, and are 
prepared to sit through an hour and a 
half of Leonardo DiCaprio obsessively 
washing his hands and staring at pieces 
of undercooked meat, then go see this 
movie.  If not, rent Catch Me If You Can 
instead, and you’ll get the same quality 
acting with a good plot to go along in 
half the time.  

  Rating: 7/10

Further Film Advantage:  
Garden State Released on DVD

BY ZAK WOLF

 Every few years a movie comes along 
that captures the mindset of a gen-
eration. Few who have seen the movie 
would argue that Zach Braff’s “Garden 
State” is a film that definitely captures 
at least something in the minds of our 
generation. It is a debut independent 
film that is both hilarious and moving. 
Simply an awesome movie, “Garden 
State” combines the innate quirkiness 
of life with the depth of our human 
experiences. Unlike so many other 
independent films or firsts for direc-
tors, it is not a movie that gets caught 
up in overemphasized and confusing 
philosophy or symbolism, but still every 
scene seems to subtly touch on some 
part of our core existence. It really is a 
simple and funny movie that everyone 
can connect with on some level. It does 
not follow the trajectory of some other 
story nor does it over emphasize any 
point it tries to make. There is certainly 
no ornamentation or overacting in the 
film, as writer, director, and lead, Zach 
Braff presents his audience with a real 
good bit of thoughtful and entertaining 
storytelling.
 “Gradne State’s” premise revolves 

around a struggling actor in Los Ange-
les, Andrew Largeman (Zach Braff), 
who has to go back to his hometown in 
New Jersey because his mother died 
after Largeman had avoided all contact 
with his family for the past ten years. 
Through a series of effectively used 
shots, quirks and twists in storyline 
the viewer is able to see some excel-
lent acting from Natalie Portman, who 
plays Samantha, a talkative innocent 
Jersey girl. Andrew meets, Ian Holm, 
Largeman’s psychiatrist father, and 
Peter Saarsgard who plays a grave-dig-
ging stoner, Mark, Andrew Largeman’s 
old high school friend with whom he 
reconnects. If one were to ask what 
“Garden State” is about than the answer 
would simply be, “You have to see it.” On 
the surface it is an intelligent romantic 
comedy about a guy who wakes up to 
the world around him after being in a 
vegetative and emotionally numb state 
for his entire life. There is so much 
more depth and unexpected laughter 
that comes with the film, though, which 
leads to different threads of anecdote 
in such a thick and wonderful storyline 
that roll into one.

 Well timed, darker jokes and subtlety 
are the keys for this film’s success with 
its viewer, and its uniqueness helps it 
avoid all misleading labels. The film’s 
peculiarity rests in its interesting per-
spective on a society that is desperate for 
some fun and in its portayal of people 
who can find themselves and each other 
as they create the strongest of bonds in 
just four days. After being in director, 
Zach Braff’s head for so long, one can see 
how this well thought out film reveals so 
much in the dialogue, well placed iro-
nies, and character vulnerabilities that 
make the film so easy to connect with. 
Its philosophical sub context parallels 
the tender, and thought wrenching time 
spent in Jersey. It has a refreshingly dif-
ferent and unique sense of humor that 
is never lost throughout. “Garden State” 
proves that a lack of action or a shortage 
in well known overacting comedians 
does not mean a bad film by any means. 

Even the soundtrack is one of the best 
movie soundtracks that has ever been 
assembled, with songs from “The 
Shins,” “Remy Zero,” and “Coldplay.” 
The DVD offers a running commentary, 
a very intriguing documentary about 
the making of such a good film from 
such a small budget and some fun and 
helpful deleted scenes. The movie goes 
hand in hand with another hilarious 
and quirky independent film, “Napoleon 
Dynamite,” which many would argue 
to be the “Best DVD Release.” On one 
level, “Napolean Dynamite” deserves 
its name as the best DVD, however, it 
lacks the depth and generation defining 
elements that “Garden State” displays so 
eloquently. “The Graduate” for this day 
in age, Zach Braff’s first film hopefully 
becomes a foreshadowing of a bright 
career.

  Overall: 9.75/10

Rob Boyd ‘04 looks on, participating in the Gilman-Roland Park rendi-
tion of “Two Gentleman of Verona” (photo courtesy of Cynosure)

A similar scene to that at right plays out in the CENTERSTAGE 
production (photo courtesy of CENTERSTAGE)
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An Interesting Obscurity - The Gilman Glacier
BY MICHAEL EISENSTEIN

 “Nothing.”
 “Didn’t know anything about it.”
 These were the reactions of Mr. 
Schmick and the retired Mr. Ned 
Thompson when asked what they knew 
about the Gilman Glacier.  Yet according 
to the Johns Hopkins University News-
letter, “hundreds of thousands come 
every year” to see the Gilman Glacier 
in Alaska, along with the other glaciers 
located in the Johns Hopkins Inlet.  
Practically no student in the upper 
school has ever heard of the Gilman 
Glacier, even though there is a picture of 
it right across from Mr. McGill’s office.  
So why is there a picture of the Gilman 
Glacier in the hallway?  The picture 
was taken by Mr. Ned Thompson, who 
was the head of the math department 
before Mr. John Thompson (no rela-
tion.)  Mr. Thompson was on a cruise in 
Alaska celebrating his fiftieth wedding 
anniversary with his wife and children 
when he was informed by the navigators 
of the ship that they would be seeing the 
Gilman Glacier, which had broken off 
from the much larger Johns Hopkins 

Glacier.  Mr. Thompson says that he had 
not been aware, prior to that time, that 
there was a Gilman Glacier.  
Since that time, Mr. Thompson says he 
has recommended the trip countless 
times.  Mr. Thompson described the 
Gilman Glacier as one of the high points 
of his trip, and “quite a sight, beautiful.”  
Mr. Thompson was also quick to clarify 
that the path in the middle of the picture 
hanging outside Mr. McGill’s office is 
not an actual road, but rather is “hun-
dreds of seals basking on the ice.”  
According to the Newsletter, the Johns 
Hopkins Glacier was discovered in 
1890 by the geologist Harry Reid, who 
named the glacier after his alma-mater.  
The glacier has been moving closer and 
closer inland over the past forty years, 
and, as a result, many new glaciers 
were formed as they broke off from the 
original Johns Hopkins Glacier.  Just 
like a certain venerable Roland Park 
institution, the Gilman Glacier was 
named after Daniel Coit Gilman who 
was the first president of Johns Hopkins 
University.

Feature Type: Glacier

Description: In Glacier Bay National Monument, trends NW to 1961 ter-
minus on Johns Hopkins Inlet, 3 mi. NE of terminus of Johns Hopkins 
Glacier, 78 mi. NW of Hoonah, St. Elias Mts.

History Notes: Named by Field and Cooper (1937) for Daniel Coit Gilman, 
1831-1908, educator. He was president of the Univ. of California, 1872-75, 
first president of Johns Hopkins University, 1876-1901, and president of 
the Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1902-04.

State: Alaska

County: Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon (CA)

  (Information Courtesy of USGS National Mapping Information)

The photo outside of the headmaster’s office depicts tourists taking in 
the imperious sight of the Gilman Glacier in Johns Hopkins Inlet near 
Scagway, Alaska  (Photo courtesy of John Schmick)

 For many years, Gilman has sati-
ated appetites through the provisions 
from the cafeteria lunch line, the pizza 
parlor, and of course, the beloved 
vending machines.  Students at any 
time during the day could depend on 
these easily accessible machines with 
an endless variety of tasty treats rang-
ing from potato chips and cheese curls 

to pastries and sweets.  However, it’s 
different now.  Today, students are 
presented with healthier selections like 
veggie chips, trail mix, peanuts, and 
whole-wheat crackers.  This change, as 
Mr. McGill attests to in his February 
10 Message from the Headmaster, was 
initiated by parents concerned with the 
quality of the food and is part of a grand 

policy of supplanting current snacks 
with healthier alternatives by Septem-
ber 2005.  In other words, “[Gilman] 
intend[s] to replace all soda and juices 
with healthier, less sweet (lower sugar 
content) and more nutritious alterna-
tives. Candy machines will also likely 
go the way of typewriters, eight track 
cassettes and the Edsel! In their place 
[Gilman] will provide alternatives that 
give greater hope of emphasizing the 
body part of [Gilman’s] “mind, body and 
spirit” mission.”  In an interview with 
Mrs. Howard, former Parents Associa-

tion President, mother of Dan Howard 
’06, and recipient of a doctorate degree 
in public health, she agrees that “there 
should be plenty of food available, and 
if there is unhealthy food, then people 
can make changes.  [Students have] to 
have enough good calories to make it 
through the day.”  However, in response 
to Mr. McGill’s March 4 Message in 
which he states, “I know that I opened 
a gastronomic Pandora’s Box with my 
comments about soda and sugar con-

Cafeteria to Explore New Food Options
BY CHRIS HONG

continued on page 10
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 Madden.  NFL.  2005.  For some, 
this popular video game is a way of life, 
and for others it is purely recreational.  
However, all can agree that playing 
Madden against friends can turn into 
a highly competitive battle.  It was in 
this heated spirit of contest that the 
class of 2007 hosted its second annual 
Madden tournament in early February.  
Last year’s tournament was extremely 
successful, with over twenty players 
participating.  The games spanned two 
days, and Joseph Valentine-White, class 
of ’07, emerged as the winner.  This 
year Joe looked to defend his title, but 
the task would not be quite as easy, as 
over thirty players signed up to partici-

BY ZACH GORN

Class of ‘07 Madden Tournament For Competition, Charity

pate in the tournament, including two 
teachers (Tom Prevas and Ryan Carey.)  
This year, the tournament was much 
more organized, with James Griffin 
and Jonathan McMaster, the secretary 
of treasury and president of the class 
of ’07 respectively, leading the way.  
“The Madden tournament looks to be 
extremely exciting this year,” James 
Griffin said before the tournament 
began, a correct assertion – for when 
the games began on Monday, February 
7th in Centennial Hall, the room was 
in a tumult with all the ebbs and flows 
of each game.  Mr. Prevas exhibited his 
Madden prowess when he demolished 
Andreas Kaikis ’07 20-0, while Ben 

Eaton ’07 pulled off a 10-7 victory over 
sophomore Whitney Johnson.  Later that 
day, Joseph Valentine-White survived a 
close first round match-up, while 2004’s 
runner up was upset in a tight overtime 
battle.  When the games ensued on that 
Wednesday, one could feel the tension in 
the room, as the winner of the tourna-
ment would be decided at the end of the 
day.  After many close battles, the final 
four remaining players included Joseph 
Valentine-White, Tom Prevas, Michael 
Johnson ’07, and Makura Compton ’07.  
In the finals, Joe seeked dynasty status 
against Makura Compton.  It was a very 
exciting game, with Makura missing a 
crucial field goal as time expired, giving 

Joe a second chance.  Joe capitalized on 
the missed kick by winning the game 
with a touchdown in overtime, becom-
ing the champion of the Madden tourna-
ment yet again.  With much of the pro-
ceeds going to charity, the tournament 
was an extremely successful as well 
as entertaining event this year.  Adam 
Janet ’07 says, “The Madden tourna-
ment is always exciting and fun for the 
participants, and the games always go 
down to the wire.”  The class of ’07 looks 
to host the Madden tournament again 
next year as Joe Valentine-White seeks 
to three-peat against what promises to 
be an extremely competitive field.
 

“The games always go down to the wire” - Maurice Fleming ‘07 looks on 
as classmate and competitor Max Brown leads a drives

 Whether it is the addition of a new 
teacher or the transition into a fresh 
athletic season, it seems that things 
are always changing at Gilman. This 
notion holds for the Clock Gallery Art 
Exhibit in third f loor alcove behind 
the large Carey Hall clockface, which 
frequently freshens its displays with 
various, original pieces.  The third floor 
art showroom that has served as a home 
for student and professional artists 
alike, and, until recently, was occupied 
by a familiar face, Mrs. Skye Sadowski-
Malcolm.  
 Mrs. Sadowski-Malcolm, who, prior 

to this year, held the position of sec-
retary for the College Counseling 
department, displays her artistic emi-
nence in a series of canvases, based 
on her grandmother’s poetry.  Fueled 
by her death, Mrs. Sadowski-Malcolm 
searched through her grandmother’s 
things and discovered that she was not 
just the church-going figure she had 
known growing up, but was in addition 
both writer and poet.  Mrs. Sadowski-
Malcolm described her revelation, 
stating “I thought I knew my grand-
mother.  When she died, I found out 
that I was wrong.”  Through her poetry, 

Clock Gallery Showcases the Talents of a Familiar Face
Mrs. Sadowski-Malcolm encountered 
her grandmother’s spiritual doctrines; 
beliefs that included an emphasis on the 
Great Spirit ideal of the Native Ameri-
cans, a correlation with New Testament 
Biblical individuals, and the universe.  
Also, from her connection with the art 
of her grandmother’s past, Mrs. Sad-
owski-Malcolm realized how much love 
the matriarchal Malcolm had for her 
grandchild.  Among her findings, she 
declared that she unearthed “a book of 
poetry written specifically for me, and 
several more about me.”  
 From this inspiring experience of her 
grandmother’s work, Mrs. Sadowski-
Malcolm was compelled to express 
some of the more moving principles 
through another form of art, oil paint-
ing.  Through the use of bright, vivid 

oils, Mrs. Sadowski-Malcolm brought 
several of her grandmother’s ornate 
poems to visual life, striking to the 
foundation of her grandmother’s per-
ception of love and faith, in composi-
tions ranging from a blooming flower 
to a child’s admiring inspection of a 
butterfly.  Concerning the artistic pre-
sentation, Teddy Davidson ’05 asserted 
that “On first glance, I was impressed 
by the paintings and was left wonder-
ing who created them.  Later, I was 
surprised to discover they were done 
by Mrs. Sadowski-Malcolm because I 
didn’t know she painted.”  In her view, 
Mrs. Sadowski-Malcolm found that by 
painting these pieces, she is “not only 
learning to work with the brush, I am 
learning my grandmother.”  

BY JAMES GRIFFIN
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 A lawyer is a professional person 
authorized to practice law or give 
legal advice.  Trial lawyers spend time 
researching their cases and in the court-
room; their job is to talk with a jury and 
enlighten them to their side of the story. 
A teacher is a person whose occupation 
is teaching, often times working in a 
classroom, teaching students in many 
different subjects and having a schedule 
based around a school day.                         
 Two very different professions?  
Upon first thought one would probably 
think that yes, a lawyer has very dif-
ferent interests and aspirations than a 
teacher may have.  However, Mr. Hackie 
Clark and Mr. Tim Wolf, two lawyers 
who are currently contributing to vari-
ous Gilman classes may have different 
answers to this question.                                                                
 Until recently, Mr. Clark and Mr. 
Wolf had spent their entire professional 
careers as lawyers.  Now they are both 
getting the opportunity at Gilman to 
pursue their interest in teaching, where 
the system of sitting in on classes as an 
apprentice teacher was started last year 
by Mr. Clark.  Through the experience 
of being in the academic environment 
and sitting in on classes in many various 
subjects, both lawyers are getting a true 
taste of what it takes to be a teacher.  

 When Mr. Clark discussed the topic 
of teaching with his friend, Dr. Tipper, 
last year, she followed it up by talking 
to Mr. Julius, who arranged for Mr. 
Clark to work with him in the class-
room.  Mr. Clark is now co-teaching 
a tenth grade European Civilization 
class.  Although he has been a lawyer 
for over twenty-seven years, Mr. Clark 
is now enjoying being back in academ-
ics.  He said, “Being in the academic 
atmosphere adds another dimension to 
my life.  It makes my life fuller.”  Along 
with feeling good about being able to 
make an impact on students, Mr. Clark 
also enjoys the content of the classes he 
is sitting in on:  “I have always enjoyed 
history.  Now, I have the chance to 
revisit a lot of stuff that I haven’t read 
in a long time.”  Mr. Clark does not see 
any direct correlation between teaching 
and being a lawyer.  He simply thinks 
of it as a chance for him to add another 
dimension to his long career in law.  For 
now, Mr. Clark does not have any final 
plans of becoming a full-time teacher.  
He is just, as he stated, “enjoying doing 
both [being a co-teacher and being a 
lawyer].”                                                       
 Mr. Wolf is another lawyer who 
Gilman students may have seen around 

campus or in their classes. He is an 
attorney with the Domestic Violence 
Center and has been a lawyer for over 
twenty years.  He is also helping with 
some of Mr. Julius’ classes although 
history is not the only class Mr. Wolf 
is interested in.  He is also joining Mr. 
Allen’s Ethics class, which has been a 
good experience for him.  It is in these 
classes that Mr. Wolf has reaffirmed his 
interest in teaching.  “I like being in the 
secondary school environment because 
it is here that you can make the greatest 
impact.  I think students at this stage 
are the most willing to receive.  It is an 
opportunity to make a positive contri-
bution in helping with young people,” 
Mr. Wolf stated.  For him, wanting to 
become a teacher has not had anything 
to do with being a lawyer.  His reasoning 
was that he always loved the academic 
environment.  However, Mr. Wolf did 
think that there could be a trend of 
lawyers becoming teachers:   “A lot of 
lawyers are making this transition and 
I think it is because they are searching 
for more meaning than they have in 
their law practice…. Fortunately, I do 
have a reward in my practice where I 
can help people everyday.  I just really 
love the academic environment.”  He 

also provided another reason for this 
transition: “There can be a prominence 
of learning and language in law that is 
similar to the academic environment.  
Depending on the practice, lawyers can 
be teachers or actors.”  He expressed 
the idea that the variable backgrounds 
that many lawyers possess can also be 
quite useful in teaching and valuable in 
a school.  Through his experiences thus 
far at Gilman, Mr. Wolf has discovered 
a true passion for teaching and is plan-
ning on applying for a teaching position 
at a secondary school next year.      
Mr. Clark and Mr. Wolf both attended 
Gilman when they were in High School.  
It is a great experience for them to be 
back at Gilman, this time on a different 
academic level.  Besides  Mr. Clark and 
Mr. Wolf, there are several full-time 
teachers at Gilman (Mr. José Molina 
and Mr. Chris Downs, among others) 
who have already made the transition 
from lawyer to teacher.  When asked 
whether there was a trend in lawyers 
becoming teachers Mr. Clark said he 
did not think so but Mr. Wolf gave many 
justifications supporting a trend. Trend 
or no trend, the Gilman community is 
pleased to have Mr. Clark and Mr. Wolf 
on campus.

Lawyers Dabbling in New Profession - Clark, Wolf Try Teaching

BY DAVID FINE

Mr. Hackie Clark gives sophomore student Jack Kelleher some valuable 
insight regarding his artifact paper (photo by Tommy Park)

 Competition is not only being dis-
played on the athletic fields this year. 
With the help of math teacher Mr. Ian 
Brooks, the Gilman student body has 
revived an interest in “mathletic” com-
petitions. Adding on to the national 
American Math Contest (AMC) in 
which Gilman participates annually, 
Mr. Brooks has brought the Maryland 
Math Contest to the mix. It is a chal-
lenge for schools in the state of Mary-
land, consisting of six rounds of tough 
problem solving questions. Despite 
the lack of publicity and exposure due 
to its newness, the competition has 
drawn students from all grades. The 
AMC math contest is a set of twenty five 
tough problems that will leave many 
contestants scratching their heads. 
Though it is recognized on the state 
and national level if one advances that 
far, the student who scores the highest 
of the Gilman contestants receives the 
annual Princeton Math Award. “We had 
about 15 kids show up show up for the 
AMC and about 20 for the Maryland 
Math Contest,” said Mr. Brooks, “I was 

really pleased with that turnout this 
year, since it’s been a fairly new thing 
this year.” The growing competition has 
given opportunities for students with 
exceptional mathematic skills to rise to 
the occasion. Patrick Benitez (’05) was 
one of several students to have missed 
no questions through the first five 
rounds of the Maryland Math Contest, 
and the winner of the Princeton Math 
Award will be announced sometime 
in the future. This has been a surpris-
ingly large turnout for the contests 
this year so far. Mr. Brooks, however, 
remains optimistic that the number 
of participants will grow in the years 
ahead. “For the first year, I thought we 
were pretty successful in getting kids 
to come out for this. I hope, of course 
to get even more people next time,” Mr. 
Brooks said. Perhaps the beginning to 
fulfill Mr. Rogers’ well-known vision of 
the Gilman “mathletes”, the series of 
contests has spread a friendly and posi-
tive air of competition from the athletic 
grounds into the classrooms.

Competition Extends Beyond Athletics 
Gilman Becomes Active in Math Contests

BY KEUNHEE OH

tent in the February parent 
letter...Naturally, it brings 
with it large numbers of 
students ready to man the 
barricades and foment 
revolt but this is as it should 
be,” Mrs. Howard believes, 
“there’s nothing wrong 
with ice cream as long as 
that’s not what people only 
eat.  The teachers can’t be 
policemen.”  Regardless 
of any student complaints, 
the changes are in place, 
and students should be 
prepared to adjust as the 
school year continues.  Yet, 
ultimately the whole make-
over is well intended and 
for a good cause.  In the 
end, as Mrs. Howard states, 
the bottom line is “you boys 
get awfully hungry.  You are 
there for 12 hour days and 
you need plenty of food...
and good food.”

Mr. Tim Wolf, a defense lawyer for the Domestic Violence Center in 
Columbia, Maryland, plies a different trade, taking a moment to discuss 
a book with junior Ned Worthington (photo by Christian Flow)

Healthier Food on Horizon 
for Gilman Students 

continued from page 8

Students will be bidding the 
M&M machine farewell
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 Gilman’s squash program, though 
perhaps one of the school’s least vis-
ible, is consistently the most successful 
squad on both a local and regional level. 
The team always challenges for the Mid-
Atlantic title, capturing the crown in 
2002 and notching a runner-up finish 
last season. Due to the lack of local 
competition – teams at Boy’s Latin and 
St. Paul’s are just getting off the ground 
– the team is forced to travel long dis-
tances to face stiff competition. These 
teams, such as Potomac, Mercersburg, 
and St. Andrews all have the added 
benefit of squash courts on campus.
 Led by Coach Doherty and assisted 
by Coaches Smith and Smith, both the 
varsity and junior varsity players drive 
to Meadow Mill Athletic Club for daily 
practice. These one hour practices 
consist of drills developing specific 
squash shots, challenge matches, and 
conditioning. Mr. Doherty, who played 
squash in college, sets the tone for the 
team by being, as Junior Zach Bradley 
describes, “laid back, and jok[ing] 
around a lot.” “We always have fun as 
team,” he added.
 When it comes to the matches, 
however, Bradley says Coach Doherty 
“knows how to get people going”. This is 
certainly the case, as the team amassed 
an impressive 12-3 regular season 
record, marked by blowouts of Mercers-
burg, Gonzaga, and two shutouts of St. 
Andrews. Heading into the Mid-Atlan-
tic Championships, Gilman was once 

again one of the favorites. “Coming into 
the tournament, we were most worried 
about St. Anne’s Belfield and Potomac” 
says Bradley. Gilman defeated STAB in 
the first round, and looked forward to 
avenging their two previous losses to 
Potomac in the finals. Unfortunately, 
in the semifinals the Shipley School in 
Pennsylvania nipped the Greyhounds 
by a score of 3-2. On the loss, Bradley 
commented, “I don’t think we were 
looking past them, but we were more 
worried about Potomac. I guess they 
just matched up well against us. It was 
a surprise.” Nevertheless, the team feels 
no shame in being one of the top four  
squads in the Mid-Atlantic region. 
 “Overall, it was good a season for 
us, and next year we should be a force” 
said Bradley. Next year the team will 
be led by Junior captains Max Dalury 
and Peter Hawkins, with Zach Bradley 
playing number three. The first two 
both finished the 2003-2004 squash 
season ranked in the top 100 in the 
country, with Dalury ranked 70th and 
Hawkins ranked 78th. Dalury prefers 
to deflect the praise, commenting, “you 
can’t forget about the two seniors, Mike 
Silber and Austin Minkowski, though. 
They worked really hard and were really 
good leaders.” Even so, with seven of the 
top nine and four of the top five players 
returning, the Gilman squash team will 
certainly find itself near the top of the 
heap in the Mid-Atlantic region next 
year, and hopes to beat all comers.

Highly Competitive Squash Program 
Primed for Dominance Next Year

BY CHRIS ROCKWELL

Tim Krometis takes a forehand cut (top) and checks the eye protection 
(bottom) at a midseason practice (Courtesy of Mr. Smith)

 Though it seems like the winter 
season just began, intramurals are 
already wrapping up and lacrosse sticks, 
baseball gloves, and tennis rackets are 
beginning to come out. A multitude of 
students participated in intramurals 
this season, taking part in activities 
including basketball, fitness, rugby, 
yoga, and acting.
 Fitness drew students from all 
grades, attaining and even surpassing 
its goal for number of participants.  Fit-
ness usually begins in the overcrowded 
weight room, where leaders Mr. Norton, 
Coach Kormanik, Ms. Desantis, and Mr. 
Bissbis would join them and form a plan 
for the day’s workout. The first week 
consisted of “Kormanik Workouts,” a 
program of sprinting, strength train-
ing, and calisthenics designed to get 
students back into shape following the 
long layoff between seasons.  After this, 
the program returned to its normal rou-
tine of splitting time between the weight 
room and jogging. Coach Kormanik led 
the lifting, creating a program designed 
to familiarize participants with the 
weight room and make them more 
comfortable lifting. Junior Justin Yoo 
commented on the success of this plan, 
“I learned how to lift weights, and I got a 
lot stronger.” Coach Norton would then 
lead the group on a run that was usually 
between one and three miles. While 
students griped about the jogging, there 
was a noticeable improvement at the 
end of the season, which manifested 
itself in the mile times registered before 
and after the term.   

Rugby had a new look this year, due 
to increased participation and a new 
coach, Mr. Heubeck. Mr. Kirby, who has 
led the program in prior years, added 
his enthusiasm for the sport, and Mr. 
Heubeck introduced a style of play that 
more cosely matched the professional 
model. While contact is still prohibited, 
a fact to which rambunctious players are 
eager to object, the Gilman version of 
the sport became more realistic with the 
addition of elements such as a scrum. 
For the first time the group split up into 
four teams who named themselves the 
Spring Boks, the Lions, the All-Blacks, 
and the Wallabies. The teams competed 
throughout the year, culminating in a 
championship won by the Spring Boks. 
Mr. Kirby threw his traditional year-
end party, consisting of food, soda, and 
merrymaking. Sophomore Elliot Koch 
summed up what he felt was a success-
ful season, “Rugby was a lot of fun. It 
was more serious, and more like the 
professional level sport. It helped me 
to release from the daily monotony that 
had become my life.”
 Yoga, too, had a successful winter 
period. Meeting daily in the classroom 
normally occupied by Mr. Kirby, the 
group, led by Dr. Tipper, participated 
in a daily hour-long yoga class. Junior 
Howie Fisher dismissed the idea that 
yoga is uncomplicated, “Yoga is harder 
than people think. There are a lot of 
different moves and positions. It is 
hard to stand on your hands.” With its 
increasing popularity nationwide, yoga 
has become a notable component of the 

intramural program.
Intramural acting, led by Mr. Malkus 
and Mr. Himmelfarb, was the only 
intramural that included both male 
and female members. This created an 
interesting dynamic which allowed 
for an overall better experience for all 
involved. Participants ran for half an 
hour daily, and would return to the 
building for improvisational games 

Intramurals Offer Diverse Array of Daily Fun, Conditioning

like those seen on the television show 
“Whose Line Is It Anyway?” such as 
“Party Quirks.” Junior Erik Davis said 
he enjoyed his experience, adding, “We 
should have run more.”
Overall, the intramural winter season 
was a resounding success. All involved 
related their satisfaction with their 
respective choices, and are looking 
forward to the spring season.

Thomas Ro ‘05, situated on his yoga mat in the World Religions class-
room assumes the cobra position (Photo courtesy of Dr. Tipper)

BY JOHN ALLENBACH AND JED DIAMOND
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Connor Wills: Getting to Know 
the Boy Behind the Goggles

BY HAHN JE

 “It’s the most fun that I’ve had in the 
last 4 years,” says senior captain Ruben 
Khan. “Fun without work!”
Each winter, Gilman is faced with 
the task of providing indoor athletic 
accommodation to each one of its 450 
students. Intramural Basketball, a 
long-standing tradition at Gilman, was 
created with the intent of allowing stu-
dents to experience the athletic fulfill-
ment of basketball without the pressure 
and responsibility of an interscholastic 
season. Players participate in a draft, 
a 17 game regular season, and a full 
playoff bracket. Faculty manager Ned 
Harris says, “It’s a great program. It’s 
something that students can look for-
ward to instead of dread, which sports 
should be like.” 
 Every year, many dozens of anxious 
students try out for the coveted 66 
positions, and it’s easy to see why. The 
program is able to harness the com-
petitive spirit that is characteristic of 
all Gilman athletics, while also main-
taining a healthy level of humor. Says 
Harris, “players can talk about [the 
program] tongue-in-cheek. There is not 
a need to take yourself too seriously.”  
However, not all students make it onto 
teams, and those that were cut this year 
were given the choice of Outdoor Jog-
ging, Theatre, and Yoga. Clearly, it was 
a do-or-die situation. 
The season starts off with a randomly 
ordered draft pick where players are 
drafted into one of six teams, each one 
bearing the name of a different Mary-
land university. This years teams were: 
the Greyhounds (team captain Ruben 

Khan,) the Blue Jays (Jake Klein,) the 
Green Terror (Adam Kuhn,) the Tigers 
(Ty Ruff,) the Seagulls (Noel Fetting-
Smith,) and the Terps (Dave Frankel.)  
“The seniors definitely stepped up 
this year in terms of leadership and 
initiative,” says Blue Jays captain Jake 
Klein, “but newcomers also made a big 
impact.” 
 Despite the sports’ intramural status, 
the games still kept a great amount of 
intensity. The players were constantly 
stepping up their games, and were 
always surprising each other. Students 
got in shape, sweated, and most impor-
tantly, had fun, regardless of success. 
Dr. Harris jokes, “We see ourselves as 
a feeder for the varsity team.”
 The Final Four of Gilman Intramural 
Basketball was comprised of the two 
teams with the most regular season 
wins – The Terror and The Seagulls 
– and two teams determined by a mini-
playoff round between the remaining 
four teams, in which The Greyhounds 
and the Blue Jays beat out The Terps 
and The Tigers respectively. The Cham-
pionship game between Kuhn’s Terror 
and Fetting-Smith’s Seagulls proved to 
be riveting from start to finish. Patrick 
Marshall was the high scorer for the 
Gulls with 14 points, and Khun was the 
high scorer for the Terror with 11 points, 
out-rebounding the Terror 19-3, the 
Seagulls took the Championship with a 
final score of 50-43. “I don’t think that 
we surprised anyone,” says a humble 
Seagulls captain Noel Fetting-Smith, “I 
think that everyone basically expected 
us to win.”

Student-athlete Wills looks on in a lab session (photo by Hahn Je)

Gilman Intramural Basketball 
A Perennial Success

BY RICHARD LENZ

The Gilman Intramural League was out in force at the Hoops for 
Habitat Tournament, during which former GIBL standout Jordan 
Tucker held off ‘05 participant Brian Kim (Photo by David Fine)

 When people today hear the word 
“swimming,” the first things that come 
to mind are “Michael Phelps”, “Ian 
Thorpe”, and “Mark Spitz”. Everyone 
knows about Michael Phelps and his 
unimaginable talent in the pool. Every-
one knows about how closely the words 
“gold medals” and “swimming” have 
become synonymous. But very few 
people have heard the name “Connor 
Wills” even in our own Gilman com-
munity.
          Ever since Michael Phelps was 
in the Sydney Olympics at the age of 
fifteen, the North Baltimore Aquat-
ics Club has developed a reputation 
for breeding champions. It is one of 
the hardest training environments in 
Maryland. Only the most competitive 
swimmers can dream of joining the 
team. “For many years now, we’ve had 
a long series of NBAC kids. Their work 
ethic is very high. Their hard work and 
dedication to the sport is un-prec-
edented and that’s what leads to their 
success,” said Coach Ian Brooks, Gil-
man’s head swimming coach. On aver-
age, these special breed swims from 
8,000-10,000 yards in one day from 
3:00-6:30. A former NBAC swimmer 
from Bryn Mawr stated, “When coach 
was in a good mood, we got to swim 
320 laps. When coach was angry…all 
you could do was pray you didn’t 
drown.” It is clear that these swimmers 
are hard workers and dedicated. This 
year, Gilman was fortunate enough 
to have three NBAC swimmers: Chris 
Morrow (’05), Andrew Clark (’06), and 
Connor Wills (’07). 
 One of these incredible swimmers 
is Connor Wills a.k.a. “Con Con”. Wills 
arrived at Gilman last year as a fresh-
men and Gilman was very fortunate 
in picking this talented student ath-
lete. Swimming competitively now for 
eleven years, there is no doubt that this 
young swimmer is bound for success. 

         “All I know about him is that he’s 
very quiet. In the water, he is very 
aggressive in his races and obviously 
talented. He works very hard and will 
go after the gold no matter what it 
takes,” stated Coach Brooks. “Given 
the progress he’s had, there is no doubt 
he won’t make Div I swimming and 
I’ll be looking forward to seeing him 
at the Olympic trials and maybe even 
Beijing.”
     Not only is Wills talented but also 
very modest about his capabilities. 
When asked what he thinks about his 
swimming future, he replied, “I just 
hope that I could get into a decent 
college with swimming. I need it.” 
While he is forced to push himself as 
a champion, he is a normal teenager 
at heart: “ I enjoy swimming. That’s 
what makes me work hard. I might be 
a swimmer, but I’m not going to work 
like crazy like Phelps. I still take some 
time off for leisure.”        
 No matter what may lie in this 
swimmer’s future, it is clear he is 
bound to succeed. Already ranked in 
the top 5 of Maryland swimmers for 7 
different events and nationally ranked 
6th in 200 back stroke (8 laps), we may 
be seeing him on the big screen in the 
future. He is ranked in Maryland for 
his age group as 1st in 100 back going 1 
52.20, 1st in 200 back going a 1.50.90, 
1st in 100 fly going 52.07, 1st in 200 
fly going 153.49, 2nd in 200IM going 
156.00, 2nd in 400IM going 4.04.07, 
and 4th in 500 free going 4.47.04, 
which are all very fast times. A fellow 
classmate said, “Con Con is awesome. 
He’s one of the few of us that already 
has a career laid out for him.” It is 
clear that Connor is a champion in his 
own silent way. The Gilman commu-
nity looks forward to supporting him 
through the next two years and when 
the time comes, Michael Phelps had 
better watch out.


