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Tri-School Community Responds to 
Hurricane Katrina

A moment of quick reflection for the displaced Tyneisha Williams on 
Gilman’s Harris Terrace (photo by Sean Price)

 In the midst of one of the country’s 
worst natural disasters, seventeen-year 
old Tyneisha Williams, a New Orleans 
native, fled her home to find shelter in 
Baton Rouge Louisiana. “We just got up 
and left everything behind and went to a 
relative’s, because we knew that the hur-
ricane was going to be bad,” Tyneisha 
explains ten days after Katrina hit.
  She was one of many New Orleans 
citizens displaced from family and pos-
sessions, and left to decide where to go. 
That place was Baltimore Maryland, her 
new temporary home. The decision to 
move to Baltimore came as Tyneisha’s 
older sister’s boyfriend’s mother agreed 
to take three people - her granddaugh-
ter, Tyneisha, and Tyneisha’s sister - into 
her home.
  Upon arriving in Baltimore, the 
next major task was to find a suitable 
school so that Tyneisha could complete 
her senior year. After visiting numer-
ous schools, which included Western 

and Poly, it seemed like none would 
be a proper fit. Fortunately, the Wil-
liams family heard of the Roland Park 
Country School, which opened its arms 
and welcomed Tyneisha in the fall. Two 
weeks into the school year, Tyneisha 
appears to be enjoying her experience 
at RPCS, “Everybody is so cool, I like 
my new friends a lot,” she  reports excit-
edly. 
 Tyneisha started school on the 7th 
after her family asked Roland Park to 
enroll Tyneisha (grade 12) and Tynei-
sha’s niece (pre-first).  However, the 
transition has been less than smooth.  
“The rest of my family is still in Texas 
and Mississippi,” said Tyneisha for-
lornly.  The schoolwork has also been 
extremely tough, and the homework 
load more intense.  Tyneisha remarked, 
“At my old school I used to be able to do 
all of my work in school before I came 
home, now I have a lot of work that I 
have to do outside of school.”  In fact the 

BY SEAN PRICE AND ZACH GORN

RPCS Welcomes New Orleans 
Evacuee Tyneisha Williams

Maintenance Head Hoffman to 
Assist in Gulf Coast Relief

BY DAVID JIANG AND MATT MILLEMAN

 “Mr. Hoffman is a great tangible 
example for what the Gilman idea of 
community service is all about,” said 
Mrs. Turner. “He is taking the skills 
and talents he was given and applying 
them to actually helping those in need. 
We all feel helpless in times like this, 
but with people like Mr. Hoffman, the 
Gilman community can physically help 
rebuild the damages from Hurricane 
Katrina.”
 We’ve all seen the pictures, and 
heard the countless reports from TV 
and radio. Hurricane Katrina was a 
tragic disaster, taking the lives and 
homes of many people. Flooding, long 
bus rides to far away places, and kids 
forced to go to schools in a whole other 
state are just some of the effects. Sports 
leagues, schools, and other countries 
have donated millions of dollars to help. 

Gilman is definitely not an exception. 
Mr. Hoffman traveled to the affected 
area, representing Gilman as a bringer 
of aid of Katrina victims. 
 Mr. Marc Hoffman is in his 12th 
school year as the Superintendent of 
Buildings and Grounds. He overlooks 
the grass cutting for the football game, 
the air conditioning for our classrooms, 
the custodial staff that keeps our school 
clean, even the security. Clearly, mainte-
nance does a lot for the school. He calls 
the maintenance department “the silent 
background of the campus.  Anything 
that happens, we’re in the middle of it.” 
Of his six children, one daughter attends 
Roland Park Country School; another 
attends Bryn Mawr, and his son Josh 
graduated from Gilman in 2000. Also, 
he brought his son Zachary, a Gilman 
summer employee, down with him to 
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Mike Eisenzopf, Chuck Poehler, and Ron Potter are only three of the 
maintainance workers that were left in control because of Mr. Hoff-
man’s trip to aid with Katrina relief.  When asked, they were quick to 
offer their support for Mr. Hoffman’s trip. (Photo by Ben Daly) 
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Student-Faculty Opinion on NCAA Naming Controversy 
BY BRANDON HAMMER

 As the nation’s college football teams 
began preparing for the season, players 
and coaches studied tape and scouting 
reports to monitor their rivals and pre-
vent any unforeseen surprises.  What 
they and the rest of the sports world 
did not prepare for, however, was a 
recent ruling of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association.  The NCAA, which 
oversees 88 intercollegiate champi-
onships, stunningly stated in a press 
release on the 5th of August that “the 
presidents and chancellors who serve 
on the NCAA Executive Committee have 
adopted a new policy to prohibit NCAA 
colleges and universities from display-
ing hostile and abusive racial/ethnic/
national origin mascots, nicknames 
or imagery.”  Although the language of 
the mandate may, at first glance, seem 
ambiguous, it is specifically directed at 
the 17 national colleges and universities 
who use “Native American mascots, 
nicknames and imagery in their inter-
collegiate programs.”  
 Indeed, the specifics of the decree are 
quite clear.  Primarily, it will prohibit 

institutions with “abusive” or “hostile” 
mascots, imagery, or names from host-
ing any NCAA championship as of Feb-
ruary 1, 2006.  As for the universities 
that have already been awarded the site 
of a championship event, the mandate 
requires that they “cover up those refer-
ences.”  By August 1, 2008, the NCAA 
will also prohibit “displaying or promot-
ing hostile or abusive references on… 
mascots, cheerleaders, dance teams, 
and band uniforms or paraphernalia” 
from any NCAA championship.  And, 
“effective immediately,” student-ath-
letes will be prohibited from “wearing 
uniforms or having paraphernalia with 
hostile or abusive references” at cham-
pionship events.
 The reaction from the affected 
universities has not been one of acqui-
escence.  Football powerhouse Florida 
State University, whose mascot is the 
Seminoles, was originally included in 
the ban, bringing a massive response 
from the Florida faithful.  The NCAA 
exempted the university, however, after 
it strongly threatened legal action.   T.K. 

Wetherell, president of the Tallahassee 
based university, called the ban a “com-
plete lack of appreciation for cultural 
diversity” and noted that the Seminole 
tribe “spoke unequivocally of its sup-
port for Florida State University in its 
use of the Seminole name and related 
symbols.”  The University of Illinois-
Champaign and others affected have 
also denounced the ban. 
Spor ts commentators have a lso 
expressed their opinions on the ruling.  
Dick Vitale, the ESPN commentator 
known for his depth of knowledge as 
well as his unique style of sportscast-
ing, applauds the NCAA for “trying to 
do something for those who have taken 
offense.”  He calls the ban, however, 
“confusing, confusing, confusing,” as 
the NCAA will allow “hostile” and “abu-
sive” symbols during the regular season, 
but will only prohibit them during 
championships.  Columnist Ray Ratto, 
on the other hand, accuses the NCAA 
of trying to act as “thought police,” and 
derides the decision as overly emphasiz-
ing politically correct-ness.

 Although the NCAA mandate dis-
allows colleges and universities from 
making or implementing Native Ameri-
can nicknames or paraphernalia, 
professional sports teams, such as the 
Washington Redskins or the Cleveland 
Indians, have not yet been affected.  
Nevertheless, if the ban is successful 
on the college level, it will certainly 
gain more exposure and consideration 
in the wider sports world.  In the mean-
time, the News has asked for insight 
from both sides of the dispute.  Joseph 
Duncan, head of the Modern Language 
Department, was a student at Dart-
mouth College when the university’s 
nickname was changed from Indians to 
the Big Green.  John Black, on the other 
side of the spectrum, is an avid Redskin 
fan and is known for his conservative 
views.  We posed the following question 
to the two gentlemen:
Do you feel that the use of Native Ameri-
can names is “hostile” or “abusive,” as 
the NCAA called them?  And do you feel 
that the use of these names is inappro-
priate or offensive?

 Issue Concerns Dignity, Not PC
BY MR. JOE DUNCAN

 As students at Dartmouth from the 
fall of 1974 to the spring of 1978, my 
classmates and I had to grapple with 
many social issues. Dartmouth had 
accepted women in the 1976 graduating 
class, Affirmative Action was a fairly 
new concept, the question of whether or 
not Dartmouth should divest its South 
Africa investments and the decision to 
continue using the image of an Indian as 
a symbol were topics that touched us all. 
Though these topics caused much con-
sternation among us, using the Indian 
symbol for our school seemed to be one 
topic that we were able to resolve.  For 
me then and now, the thought of how 
politically correct the reference was 
did not and does not enter my mind. 
The term, “politically correct”, did not 
exist at that time. For me it was the 
notion that one would use a negative 
symbol of a people in order to promote 
school spirit. The Mohawk and the war 

paint harkens to the thought of Native 
Americans as savages. A basic sense 
of human dignity would suggest that 
the Native American offered more to 
the world than that of being preserved 
in this light.  Those who dressed up 
as the Indian symbol were not Native 
Americans.  I do not see where diver-
sity could be celebrated by bringing up 
only a negative aspect of a people. The 
student body at Dartmouth was able to 
come to see that we were not promoting 
the totality that the Native American 
presented to the fabric of our school. 
To dignify others is what we should be 
engaged in doing. I don’t think that we 
need the permission of a people in order 
to represent something that is negative 
and antiquated. We would not accept 
this portrayal for so many other groups. 
How then can we continue to do this to 
the Native American?

 As a lifelong Washington Redskin 
fan, I was extremely bothered by the 
NCAA’s most recent ruling prohibiting 
colleges and universities from display-
ing hostile and abusive mascots or 
nicknames at any NCAA championship.  
Immediately, I began to wonder when 
the effects of the NCAA ruling would 
rub off into the world of professional 
sports.  However, above all, I feel that 
the NCAA is wrong in its ruling.  I agree 
with advocates that the intentions of 
the NCAA are good natured, yet I feel 
the ruling is obsolete.  In the first place, 
teams such as the Seminoles and Illini 
were not named to mock or insult Native 
Americans or their culture; instead they 
were named out of respect.  As shown 
through a variety of polls, a majority of 
Native Americans take no offense to the 
names.  If the NCAA was so intent on 
not offending anyone, why not change 
the Fighting Irish mascot as well?  
 Arguably the most controversial 

name in sports, the Redskins has been 
under attack for almost fifty years.  
Unfortunately, there is no way around 
the name Redskins.  Plain and simple, 
it is a racial slur.  Yet, as a franchise, 
the Washington Redskins have too 
much history to change their name in 
light of growing pressure.  Originally 
the Boston Braves in 1932, the name 
Redskins was adopted when the team 
moved to the Washington D.C area.  
Since the early sixties, the name Red-
skins has been under attack.  However, 
the Redskins as an organization have 
over 70 years of history.  To change 
the name of the Washington Redskins 
would be to change its history.  Not only 
would the ‘Skins storied past be forgot-
ten, but generations to come would 
never fully appreciate the franchise 
and its history.  In general, in the over-
sensitized society that we live in today, 
we often confuse racism and hate with 
pride and tradition.      

Ruling at Expense of History
BY JOHN BLACK

 I’m fairly certain everyone’s familiar 
with the situation by now: the junior 
class, hoping to raise money, wanted to 
organize a dodgeball tournament. The 
administration (“Help, help, I’m being 
repressed!” Can’t we grow up a little and 
realize that, just maybe, they’re {the 
administration] not out to get us?) nixed 
the idea as too dangerous, and now, of 
course, most of the junior class is up in 
arms. It’s all quite silly.
 Hopefully we’ll all be reasonable and 
engage in intelligent discourse in order 
to reach some sort of compromise for 
the best interests of all. I think such a 
discussion should start with a presenta-
tion of both sides of the issue. Let’s walk 
through the confusion quickly. Juniors: 
We need to raise money. What do we 
do? Ah, yes, some kind of tournament. 
What does pretty much everyone enjoy? 
Dodgeball. A dodgeball tournament, 
then. The logic makes sense. What’s the 
counterargument? Dodgeball is danger-
ous.
 Okay, agreed.
 But almost all athletic activity is 
inherently dangerous. We, as a school, 

endorse football, basketball, soccer, 
wrestling, baseball - all sorts of things 
that can, and often do, lead to injury. 
I mean, I run cross country and spent 
the last week or so nursing a busted 
knee. Need I say anything about foot-
ball? Relatively speaking, dodgeball is 
harmless. In fact, during intramural 
fitness last year, we’d occasionally take 
a break from lifting weights and hit the 
wrestling room to throw balls at each 
other - padded, spongy balls which do 
more stinging than injury. And to quell 
any fear of irresponsible tomfoolery, 
I’m sure there would be no shortage 
of faculty willing to take the time to 
supervise and make sure that nothing 
moronic happens.
 I confess. It’s clear on which side of 
the issue I stand, being a junior myself, 
but here’s my point. Yes, dodgeball 
is a potential mess. So is everything. 
But with some careful planning and 
dialogue, I have no doubt that it could 
be turned into an extremely successful 
event.

- Ryaan Aahmed, ‘07

Dodgeball Apologist Speaks Up
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Looking Forward to Feynman-Based Lecture Series
A GLANCE AT THE PLEASURE OF FINDING THINGS OUT

BY GEORGIOS GITTIS

∏∆x + ∆y ≈ ∑

∞ ≠ z±{Ø}

{Ø}

 Unlike most other prominent scien-
tists of the twentieth century, theoreti-
cal physicist Richard P. Feynman is as 
famous for his innovative contributions 
to the field as he is for his lively passion 
for the subject. Feynman’s free spirit 
and unique character make him one 
of the most readable and accessible 
scientists – he is very popular, even 
among those who are not particularly 
scientifically inclined. In an article from 
The London Review of Books, Steve 
Shapin writes: “Many people who know 
nothing about QED [Quantum Electro-
dynamics – the field in which Feynman 
won the Nobel Prize] and little about 
theoretical physics take their image of 
science and the ideal scientist from the 
person of Richard Feynman.”

 No work illustrates Feynman’s icono-
clastic and groundbreaking approach 
to science better than The Pleasure of 
Finding Things Out: The Best Short 
Works of Richard P. Feynman. Free-
man Dyson, in his foreword to the book, 
describes him as a “slapdash genius… 
with an appetite for robust jokes and 
simple human pleasures,” a man wholly 
uninterested in dry bureaucratic hier-
archy and “pretty papers.” Indeed, for 
Feynman, science took on a form of 
enjoyment, with the thrill of the work 
as his reward. The book centers around 
this notion, deriving its name from this 
telling excerpt from Feynman’s 1981 
interview with the BBC: “The prize is 
the pleasure of finding the thing out, the 
kick in the discovery, the observation 

that other people use it [my work] – 
those are the real things, the honors are 
unreal to me. I don’t believe in honors… 
I can’t stand it, it hurts me.” (It should 
be noted, however, that Feynman’s 
disdain for prestigious accolades did 
nothing to prevent him from willingly 
accepting the Albert Einstein Award in 
1954, the E.O. Laurence Award in 1962, 
and the Nobel Prize in 1964.) 
 The Pleasure of Finding Things Out 
was designated as the required summer 
reading book for the 2005-2006 
Gilman school year. The book is more 
a portrayal Feynman’s characteristic 
approach to the scientific process than a 
formal didactic instruction on the sub-
ject itself. The book was chosen to serve 
as a preface to a series of science-based 
assemblies that will be organized by Dr. 
Harris, who did the same for last year’s 
lecture series on the role of athletics 
in contemporary society. The Pleasure 
of Finding Things Out – described 
by Dr. Harris as “Feynman’s Greatest 
Hits” – aptly serves as a springboard 
for such an endeavor by introducing 
students to the importance of and joy 
in scientific thought. Getting students 
interested in science is a difficult task, 
but Dr. Harris nevertheless hopes “that 
students will enter into the discussion 
with excitement and purpose – as they 
did during last year’s lecture series on 
athletics – and that they will also take 
it seriously.” 
 In numerous essays, Feynman claims 
“we are living in an un-scientific soci-
ety,” and depicts, with remarkable pre-
science, the social struggles that result 
when scientists do not actively chal-
lenge unfounded “pseudo-scientific” 
ideas. For the reasons he puts forth, 
science has found its way into many 
of today’s most controversial political 
issues, with debates over the threat of 
Global Warming, the ethics of Stem Cell 
Research, and the validity of Intelligent 
Design – a purportedly scientific theory 
claiming that it is impossible for some 
organisms to have evolved without the 
help of an Intelligent Designer – becom-
ing increasingly prevalent in the public 
square. “We hope to discuss [these] 
contemporary issues in science, those 
discussed on the front pages of the news 
papers on a national scale,” Dr. Harris 
explains, “We want to make a contribu-
tion to these larger debates.”  

 It will also be interesting to see 
how Feynman will figure into other 
debates. On the role of morality and 
responsibility in scientific research, 
Feynman exhibits a certain degree of 
ambivalence. On the one hand, he is 
an adamant proponent of scientific 
integrity, as seen in his commence-
ment address to graduates of Caltech, 
in which he emphasizes the importance 
of objectively reporting all the facts and 
evidence of an experiment, even those 
that may undermine one’s case. On 
the other, Feynman helped design the 
atomic bomb, and in an essay discuss-
ing science and religion he says “moral 
questions are outside the scientific 
realm.” Feynman recognizes the poten-
tial for science, along with education, 
and communication, to be used for good 
as well as for evil, although he himself 
never puts forth a cogent solution to the 
problem. “Morality’s role in science is a 
great topic that will be addressed in the 
lecture series,” Dr. Harris says, “There 
is a tension between the two that Feyn-
man embodies and brings out in his 
writing.” 
 For all his celebrated accomplish-
ments, there is an astoundingly human 
element to Feynman’s character. Un-
pretentious and un-elitist, he does not 
pompously put on airs as one of the 
esoteric few able to comprehend the 
ideas of higher science and math. In 
The Pleasure of Finding Things Out 
Feynman works to make these ideas 
accessible to everyone; he says, “I don’t 
believe in the idea that there are a few 
peculiar people capable of understand-
ing math, and the rest of the world is 
normal. Math is a human endeavor, and 
it’s no more complicated than humans 
can understand. I had a calculus book 
once that said, ‘what one fool can do, 
another can.’” A congenial, lively char-
acter with a penchant for disobedience 
(breaking into safes, bypassing govern-
ment censors, etc.), Feynman is not a 
dull, stuffy lab professor, who relent-
lessly dizzies his readers with abstruse 
scientific cant; Gilman students would 
never be able to identify with and learn 
from such a person. The Pleasure of 
Finding Things Out was chosen as the 
required school-wide book because 
Feynman is exactly the opposite. He’s 
just a regular, down to earth guy who 
happens to love science.

Gilman Sends Representative to Aid Battered Communities

the Gulf Coast.
 At noon on Sunday the 25th, Mr. 
Hoffman left his secure home in Roland 
Park, to help in the rebuilding of the 
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina. 
He is part of the Trinity Disaster Relief 
Team, sponsored by the Conroy of Hope, 
a non-profit organization that serves in 
the United States and around the world 
to aid disaster victims in times of need. 
His destination was one of four cities: 
Gretna or Slidell in Louisiana, or Biloxi 
or Picayune in Mississippi.
 Thee group was to be divided into 
three teams. One team was to feed 
those in need, another to fix rooftops 
of houses destroyed by the storm, and 

continued from page 1

Page 3

the other to deliver materials to the 
city. Mr. Hoffman was to join the latter 
- his equipment included a Gilman 
pickup, trailer, and van, a well as certain 
supplies, including “diapers, wipeys, 
sanitary kinds of things,” as well as 
children’s clothing. Part of the costs of 
these items was paid for with the $1,806 
that Gilman raised on September 9th, 
from the varsity soccer, football and 
volleyball games. Mr. Hoffman also 
took with him the backpacks filled with 
school supplies donated by Gilman 
students and faculty. They were to be 
given to school-age children who have 
been displaced by Hurricane Katrina. 
For a week, he lived at an RV Base-sta-
tion, sleeping in tents and relying solely 

on the supplies that he and his team-
mates have brought with them.
 Other than simply helping the 
rebuilding of cities damaged by the 
hurricane, Mr. Hoffman sets a standard 
for everyone here at Gilman to strive 
for. “A better example for our boys here 
than Mr. Hoffman could not be found. 
He wears Gilman proud across his cap 
and jacket, and the Gilman spirit deep 
in his heart.” When asked why he was 
doing this, Mr. Hoffman responded, “I 
want to do something.” Unlike most of 
us, instead of just giving money, he was 
able to physically help the rebuilding 
efforts. When Mr. Hoffman approached 
the administration about going down to 

Mississippi and Louisiana, Mr. McGill 
and Ms. Turner could not have been 
more pleased. They believe that what 
he is doing is the best possible thing for 
any member of the Gilman community 
to be doing, and they are supporting 
him 100%. As far as filling in for his 
absence, Ms. Turner believed that, “The 
maintenance department will step up to 
the plate as they usually do,” and with 
the help of his very able assistant, Ms. 
Plempel, there will not be any type of 
let-down. The emergencies were dealt 
with, but the routine items would wait 
until Mr. Hoffman returned on the 
30th, just in time to assure a successful 
Homecoming weekend.
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Gilman and BMS Students Experience Spanish Culture 

BY BRANDON HAMMER

 This summer, on a three week 
exchange trip to Spain, I joined ten 
diverse Gilman and BMS students as 
we augmented our understanding and 
comprehension of the Spanish tongue.  
Furthermore, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, we immersed ourselves in the 
culture and learned about the history, 
styles, ideals, and way of life of the 
Iberian nation. We came home more 
aware of the world around us and better 
prepared for the rigors of the Modern 
Language department.
 Our learning began before we even 
spoke a word of Spanish.  As opposed 
to the time consuming and daunting 
fingerprint, photograph, and short 
interrogation required by U.S. customs 
for non-citizens, the Spanish authorities 
merely gave each of us an investigative 
look, pretended to scan our passport 
for strange nations, and authoritatively 
stamped our documents – all in about 
15 seconds.  This stark difference in 
procedure revealed that European 
nations, especially Spain, were more 
relaxed in nearly every aspect of their 
culture.  Then, as we boarded our bus, 
we were pleasantly surprised to be 
riding a Mercedes-Benz to our destina-
tion.  To our disappointment, however, 
Mercedes, Audi, and BMW are not 
luxury vehicles in Europe, as they are 
in America; they are the typical middle 
class vehicles, such as American Buicks 
or Mercury’s.   
 Upon arriving at our hosts’ school, 
and learning that our Spanish coun-
terparts and their families spoke as 
much English as we did Spanish, it 
dawned upon us:  We needed to learn 
more Spanish RIGHT AWAY.  We also 
learned that we would have to change 
our eating habits because lunch, the 
biggest meal of the day, was often at 
2:30 in the afternoon and dinner, which 
was normally quite light, could be as 
late as 11:00 pm.  Furthermore, as we 
tasted our first meals, we understood 
that Spaniards use a great deal of salt, 
and are very, very, fond of ham.  It is 
so popular, in fact, that a franchise of 
restaurants is named Museo del Jamón, 
which translates to “Museum of Ham.”
 Following the first few days of long 
orientation and our attempts to rec-
ognize tiny bits of Spanish amid what 
seemed to be incredibly fast conversa-

tions, we began touring the nation’s 
many landmarks.  We went to nearly 
all cities and monuments by means of 
public transportation.  Throughout the 
nation, mass transit is readily available.  
For Americans it may seem incompre-
hensible, but with a little walking it is 
possible to travel to nearly every sig-
nificantly inhabited location in Spain 
by train or bus.  For this reason, and 
on account of the difficulty of driving a 
stick shift on tiny, one-lane roads, teen-
agers must wait until their eighteenth 
birthday before they can legally learn to 
drive.  However, at the age of fourteen, 
it is possible to legally drive a moped or 
a small, popular, and for the American 
on the back, incredibly dangerous and 
scary motorcycle.  
 Our first stop was Madrid, Spain’s 
capital and most central city.  Although 
the city was full of symbols of Spanish 
culture and history, such as El Museo 
Nacional del Prado and La Plaza Mayor, 
recent Americanization was also evident 
as we passed the occasional Starbucks, 
Burger King, and “Macdohnald’s,” as 
the Spaniards pronounced the fast food 
chain.  The popularity of American 
pop culture was also quite palpable.  
Television shows, such as The O.C. and 
Dawson’s Creek, dubbed in Spanish, 
are very well known among teenagers, 
just as they are in the United States.  
Moreover, American modern music, 
especially Punk, Heavy Metal, and Rap, 
was played more often than Spanish 
tunes.  And, most emblematic of Ameri-
can infusion into Spanish culture, were 
the tee-shirts with expressions written, 
not always coherently, in English.
 After our visit to Spain’s current capi-
tal city we traveled to Toledo, Spain’s 
former capital; Segovía, a city that dates 
back to the Roman Empire; Ávila, a 
town known for its perfectly intact pro-
tective wall; and El Escorial, the home 
of a tremendous, centuries old monas-
tery.  In these cities, we experienced 
Spain’s history from the Roman Empire, 
to 700 years of Moorish occupation, to 
the centuries of Catholic monarchs, to 
the fascist dictatorship of Francisco 
Franco, to the young democratic rule 
of today.  
Throughout our trip, whether we were 
officially touring or not, we learned 
about Spanish food, lifestyle, ideals 

and culture.  Furthermore, we learned 
about ourselves as Americans.  We 
learned how out of tune we are with 
the world and international events, and 
how in touch they are about America, 
and America’s politics, especially the 
past election.  We found that random 

Spaniards, without any obvious indi-
cation, could readily detect that we are 
American.  But all in all, we gained a 
greater understanding and appreciation 
for one of the world’s oldest and most 
interesting cultures, and learned a great 
deal of Spanish along the way.    
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Tyler Graham (left) and Tim Krometis explore El Escorial, the noted 
monastery outside of Madrid. (Photo by Laura Bayon)

Gilman and BMS exchange students taste traditional Spanish cuisine at El 
Museo del Jamon. (Photo by Laura Bayon)

In the same monastery depicted above, Gilman and BMS Spanish stu-
dents learn about the Iberian nation’s ornate architecture. (Photo by 
Laura Bayon)
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 Current events tend to be separated 
into two distinct categories: those that 
directly affect the everyday lives of 
Americans, and those whose repercus-
sions are distanced.  While on an educa-
tional trip to London this past summer, 
Ms. Helen Smith saw this dichotomy 
destroyed, as her pleasant vacation 
became a pool of conflicting emotion.  
Instead of her trip deepening her knowl-
edge of Art History, it became primarily 
an experience as American citizen amid 
a city searching for answers.
      After completing her first stage of 
education in Europe, Ms. Smith eagerly 
signed up for an extra month, prepar-
ing to enjoy more time immersed in the 
culture and history all around her.  Two 
days before moving into London, how-
ever, the July 7th bombings shook the 
city into a state of distress. Ms. Smith 
said, “I was walking down the street, 
and I saw people huddled around the 
televisions in the windows of all the 

Terrorism Strikes Close to Home for Ms. Smith

electronic stores…immediately I felt 
that something significant had hap-
pened.” Although she called her parents 
as soon as possible to assure them that 
she was physically unhurt, they took the 
opportunity to request that she come 
home.  Unlike many of her American 
colleagues, however, Ms. Smith decided 
to remain in London and continue what 
she had planned to do.  After learning 
the locations of the four bombings, she 
realized that the bus explosion occurred 
right outside of a flat to which she had 
only recently relocated.  Like anyone 
else in her position, her first response 
was, as she admits, “a little selfish.”  “I 
had no idea where I was going to stay!” 
Ms. Smith exclaimed.  
 While she understood that living 
next to a terrorist target and seeing 
it daily would be difficult, there is no 
way that Ms. Smith would have been 
able to predict the physical and emo-
tional strain of such an experience.  

BY ZAHIR RAHMAN

She describes the bus as a “mangled, 
charred, twisted sardine can with its 
top pulled off…seeing it really made it 
palpable and evident.”   For the first two 
weeks after the event, she would have to 
be personally escorted to and from her 
flat.  “I had to have my passport with me 
at all times”, she says.  There is no doubt 
that the identification at least allowed 
her to feel prepared, especially when 
she was seeing so many people pulled 
aside for questioning. “On the tube, 
I would often see people being ques-
tioned by the police for things like run-
ning to catch a train or covering their 
face…it made me really cautious about 
the things that I did.”  While she felt that 
such stereotyping was “unfair…it made 
me feel safe”.  
 In the aftermath of the attack, 
safety was constantly in the back of 
Ms. Smith’s mind.  “I avoided public 
transportation if possible.  I walked 
everywhere.”  In fact, she remembers 

an instance in which she walked over 
two hours just so she did not have to 
get on the tube.  Even though Ms. Smith 
did not avoid and ignore the terrorist 
attack, she felt as though many of the 
British citizens continued their daily 
routine almost too easily. “You almost 
wanted the whole city to shut down and 
mourn,” she said.  Moreover, in reaction 
to the British government’s response to 
the attack, Ms. Smith claims that it was 
“very proactive and up front.”   
 Overall, while her trip was a rash of 
diverging feelings and opinions, and 
while she felt some relief upon return-
ing to Baltimore, Ms. Smith does not 
regret remaining in London for her 
final term.  “It made terrorism more of a 
reality… the bombings made [terrorism] 
something that could happen to me.”  By 
understanding the events from both an 
immediate and a foreign perspective, 
she was able to learn more about the 
world, and herself.   

 

Tyneisha Williams’ Life after Katrina 
continued from page 1

dynamics of her school schedule were 
completely different in New Orleans, 
since there were six classes every day 
instead of four, with only five minute 
breaks in between.  Now Tyneisha is  
focused on attempting to get accus-
tomed to what is essentially a new life 
in a new city.
 When asked about her experiences 
in Baltimore, her eyes light up, “I like it 
here, the music and dancing is different 
but in a good way different (referring 
particularly to the popular Sponge Bob 
dance.) I’m used to listening to “Bounce 
Music” but this new music is cool” 
(referring to Baltimore Club Music). She 
also smiles with animation when asked 
about the rest of her clan. “All my family 
is alright.”
 “It’s been absolutely wonderful that 
the families of Roland Park have helped 
to make these girls feel welcome,”  
observed Nancy Mugele, Director of 
Communications at Roland Park Coun-
try School.  Mrs. Mugele has been very 
active for Roland Park in their hurri-
cane relief efforts.  On the first Friday 
after school began, on September 9th, 

the school hosted a dress down day for 
students as well as staff.  All the pro-
ceeds went towards hurricane relief; the 
students had to pay five dollars to dress 
down and the staff had to pay ten.  This 
event alone was very successful, but 
Mrs. Mugele emphatically stated that 
the relief efforts would not end there.  
She said, “RPCS has set a goal to raise 
at least $10,000 by Thanksgiving to go 
towards all the damage done by Hur-
ricane Katrina.”  On the other hand, 
Gilman has focused its relief efforts for 
the time being on making and sending 
backpacks to Texas, Louisiana, and Mis-
sissippi.  Mr. Anton Vishio announced 
recently that Gilman and its students 
plan on putting together over three 
hundred backpacks filled with school 
supplies by the end of September to send 
over to hurricane victims.  
 We are very fortunate to have these 
two wonderful students as a part of our 
community and we hope that Tynei-
sha and her family can reestablish 
themselves after this terrible disaster.  
Although the transition has been tough, 
Tyneisha has already impacted her 

new school with her upbeat personal-
ity.  Junior Kelley Gates had this to 
say about Tyneisha: “Tyneisha is in my 
Spanish class and she’s a lot of fun to be 
around.” 

  In the upcoming months, she plans 
to reunite with her displaced family 
to enjoy the holidays and to reinforce 
a bond, which, says Tyneisha remains 
intact “by the grace of God.” 

Recently minted Roland Park student Tyneisha Williams studies in the 
library of her new school (photo by Sean Price)

The Evening Standard, a London newspaper, carried news of the disaster on Thursday, July 7th.
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 During the past several months while 
Gilman students have been relaxing 
and enjoying summer break, Mr. Cesare 
Ciccanti has been steadily working in 
room 324 of Carey Hall, a room more 
commonly known as the “Pub Lab”.  As 
students begin the new school year in 
September, Mr. Ciccanti will still be in 
the Pub Lab, continuing his steadfast 
and dedicated work. Although most 
faculty and staff know Mr. Ciccanti 
very well and appreciate all that he does 
for Gilman, it is unfortunate that most 
students don’t know about his devotion 
to the many jobs he does for Gilman.
Mr. Ciccanti’s multi-faceted capabilities 
that he offers Gilman can be attributed 
to his extensive background, and his 
dedicated work ethic.  Mr. Ciccanti has 
worked with an unwavering diligent 
attitude since his youth. While attend-
ing Calvert Hall, he worked a full-time 
job in a sub and pizza shop. In between 
his school and work responsibilities, 
Cesare would workout in a gym for 
a couple hours. All of this meant he 
usually got to bed at about one in the 
morning.
 Even after graduating from high 
school, Mr. Ciccanti maintained his 
hard work and commitment to his inter-
est in computer and visual design.  He 
attended many local colleges, including 
UMBC, CCBC Essex, where he earned 
his AA degree and later a Certificate of 
Multimedia Technology, and Towson 
State University, where he received his 
bachelors in fine arts with a concen-
tration in visual communications and 
photography.  
 When Mr. Ciccanti was finished with 
his education, he was ready for a long-
term job.  He had the option of working 
for the Baltimore County Public Library 
Art Department, taking a state job, or 
working for Gilman.  “I had always 
wanted to work in a school,” Mr. Cic-
canti said; this was a deciding factor in 
his decision to come to Gilman.    
 Mr. Ciccanti first came to Gilman in 
February 2001, given the title of “Pub-
lications Room Attendant and Web-
master”.  His contributions however, 
extend above and beyond the limits of 
such a title.  One of Mr. Ciccanti’s great-

est contributions is the Pub 
Lab.  Turning the separate 
cramped publications rooms 
into the unified Publications 
room that it is today was 
actually the first assignment 
that he was given when he 
came to Gilman in 2001.  Mr. 
Cartan Craft and Dr. Meg 
Tipper hired Mr. Ciccanti 
with this specific project 
in mind, and Mr. Ciccanti 
wasted no time fulfilling 
the plans.  Working with Dr. 
Tipper, Mr. Ciccanti shopped 
for all the proper equipment 
and technology.  Since the 
room was completed four 
years ago, Mr. Ciccanti has 
been continuously updating 
the equipment.  Tommy Park 
’07 reiterated Mr. Ciccanti’s 
persistent efforts for the 
room: “He always tries to 
improve it and keep the tech-
nology up to date.  Cesare 
has made it a place where 
students enjoy being creative 
and doing something differ-
ent from the regular school 
day.”  
 The physical contribu-
tions that Mr. Ciccanti makes 
to the Publications room are 
only one part of his work in 
room 324.  More important 
are his contributions to the overall 
environment and to the students that 
work with him every day.  Mr. Ciccanti 
helps out with absolutely everything 
that students need.  He is always there 
to teach someone how to use a program 
or to give his much valued advice on how 
something might be improved.  “Cesare 
is a great guy and is always very helpful.  
If I ever have a computer problem or 
question, he always has the solution,” 
editor of Cynosure, Jonathan Koch ’07 
stated.  The interaction with students is 
one of Mr. Ciccanti’s favorite parts of his 
job: “There is great satisfaction in being 
needed and helping students who take 
an interest in a creating a publication,” 
Mr. Ciccanti said.   
 Throughout many years of working 

with Mr. Ciccanti, students involved 
in Gilman publications get to know 
him pretty well.  One thing about 
him that most students do not know, 
however, is that Mr. Ciccanti is a great 
cook.  Throughout his years of college 
courses, Mr. Ciccanti had worked in 
Italian restaurants, at times working 
as one of the cooks.  Even to this day he 
continues to moonlight as a waiter and 
he still enjoys cooking.  Mr. Ciccanti has 
even displayed interest in sharing his 
cooking talent with Gilman, whether 
it be for the Italian club or in any other 
opportunity that might present itself. 
 Mr. Ciccanti offers countless services 
to Gilman.  His name appears on every 
Gilman publication, but he also helps 
the Gilman community in many other 

areas of which people are not aware.  
He designed “The Hound,” Gilman’s 
intranet site and the Gilman Library 
website, and continuously updates and 
maintains them.  The Gilman website 
is also regularly maintained by Mr. 
Ciccanti.  Although it would be impos-
sible to derive a full list of all of his 
tasks, some of his main jobs besides his 
work in the Publications room include 
working with the Development Office, 
Technology Services, Archives, Athlet-
ics Department, or whatever depart-
ment needs him that day.  Summarizing 
Mr. Ciccanti’s impact on Gilman since 
arriving in 2001, Tommy Park ’07 said, 
“Without Mr. Ciccanti’s help, every 
Gilman Publication wouldn’t be what 
it is today.”

The Man Behind the Publications: Mr. Cesare Ciccanti
BY DAVID FINE

Mr. Ciccanti works with Howie Fisher in the third floor Publications Room  
(Photo by Jonathan Koch)

 The new  Assistant to the Dean of 
Students, Mrs. Molly Williams, is sure 
to be a great addition to the Gilman 
School community. She has quickly 
caught on to her new job with help 
from fellow administrators. During 
an interview, she explained, “They’re 
great and patient, but I can’t remember 
any names,” she added with a chuckle. 
She also said she was excited to work 
at Gilman because she “loves working 
with kids.”
 Along with her passion for children, 
Mrs. Williams also loves music and art. 
She majored in music history at Wash-
ington College. Some of her favorite 
bands include the Beatles, the Grate-
ful Dead, and many other classic rock 
bands. In order to satisfy her passion for 

music, she hopes to involve herself with 
the music department sometime in the 
near future.
 Mrs. Williams believes her interest in 
the arts may be a family thing. In fact, 
one of her two older sisters has worked 
with the art department at Gilman in 
the past. Mrs. Newcomb, whom some 
may remember from the middle school, 
taught art in the middle school until 
three years ago. However, with the 
departure of a member of the Williams 
family comes another member, not to 
follow in her big sister’s footsteps, but to 
make her own unique mark on Gilman 
School. Although Mrs. Williams is new 
to Gilman, with a little time, experience, 
and learning of names, she will surely 
fit in quite nicely.

BY DANIEL JUN

Williams Ready to Make Mark as Assistant to Dean
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Bag Lunches For Homeless - Wednesday, 6:00 PM

Molly Williams, Dean’s Assistant (Photo by Cesare Ciccanti)
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 “We’ve got a lot of work to do.” That 
is what coach Biff Poggi tells all the 
football players during the first meeting 
before spring football begins in March. 
Win or lose, Poggi knows that there 
is always more work to be done. This 
mentality has kept Gilman as a cream 
of the crop in the MIAA A conference 
in football. When Poggi told all the 
football players in the spring that there 
was a lot of work to be done, he was not 
kidding. The 2004 Gilman varsity team 
had gone 9-1 and won the MIAA A Con-
ference Championship. Unfortunately, 
that team had a lot of senior talent and 
leadership especially in the trenches on 
the offensive and defensive lines. The 
core of the offense from last year’s team 
was returning in RB Sean Price and 
Ben Eaton and Marco Simmons at QB, 
but anyone can tell you that those guys 
could not have been as effective in 2004 
without the great offensive line in front 
of them. The varsity team would have 
to work extra hard going into their first 
game of the season versus Dematha, 
a team that had had the Greyhounds’ 
number the past two meetings.
 The first game of the 2005 season 
finally arrived for the Gilman varsity 
football team on September 9th. The 
team had played two scrimmages in the 
past two weeks, but this would be the 
first game that counted. The Hounds 
would be tested early in their schedule 
with the other team from the DC area 
coming up to Baltimore to continue 
the growing rivalry between the two 
schools. Dematha had won a close game 
the previous year so the Gilman squad 
was looking for some redemption. How-
ever, the first half did not go as planned. 
Dematha jumped out to a 12-0 lead and 
Gilman never really threatened to put 
points on the board other than one drive 
into the red zone that ended in a turn-
over. The Gilman offense never really 
got on the same page and it showed 
on the scoreboard. The large student 
section at the game was kept relatively 
quiet by Dematha’s performance. The 
Hounds would have to figure out a way 
to get on track in the second half or else 
this game would end up like the four 
other losses to the Stags in the rivalry. 
Luckily, they did. The untested offensive 
line came out and physically dominated 
the Stags defensive line in the second 
half. RB Sean Price ran like a man on a 
mission and the stingy Gilman defense 
kept the Dematha offense off the board 
until there was just one minute left 
to play in the game. At that point the 

outcome had already been decided. 
Thanks to a long touchdown pass from 
Simmons to Shawn Maczka and two 
touchdown runs from Price, the Grey-
hounds overcame the first half deficit to 
come out on top, 22-19. In the second 
half, the Gilman team just looked like 
they had more gas in the tank than the 
Dematha players. The work they had 
done in training camp and practice 
seemed to have paid dividends on the 
field. However, there was no time for 
celebration because the team would be 
facing an even tougher opponent in the 
next week.
 Coming off a 28-14 upset of the 
#1 ranked team in Pennsylvania, St. 
Joseph’s Prep in Philadelphia seemed 
to have the upper hand in their match 
up with the Greyhounds. They were now 
the #1 team in PA and the #12 team in 
the country according to USA Today. 
They would be playing at home in Phila-
delphia under the lights with almost 
the entire crowd being on their side. 
One would think that the Gilman team 
would be intimidated by such a situa-
tion. This would be one of the biggest 
games these players have ever played. 
They would be going up north to play 

the #1 team from the great football state 
of Pennsylvania. You could even say that 
the Greyhounds did not stand much of 
a chance. It’s a good thing Coach Poggi 
did not tell his players all this because 
when they finally got on the field, the 
Hounds were anything but intimidated. 
Coach Poggi had his team ready to play 
and grinded out a small 3-0 lead at the 
half. But at halftime, a lightning storm 
delayed play for over an hour and a half. 
Fortunately, that did not slow down the 
Gilman running game at all. For the 
second straight game, the offensive line 
that was somewhat of a question mark 
before the season began dominated 
the line of scrimmage allowing Sean 
Price and Ben Eaton to put two third 
quarter TD’s on the board. With a 16-0 
lead going into the fourth quarter, the 
Hounds were confident that they would 
come out of Philly with a huge upset. All 
of the sudden, the St. Joseph’s offense 
came alive. They scored two TD’s and 
tied the game at 16, forcing overtime. In 
over time, the Prep offense got the ball 
first but was kept out of the end zone 
by the great Gilman D. Gilman got the 
ball next and was unable to gain any 
yard s on the first two plays from scrim-

mage. It was now third down from the 
10-yeard line. On a screen pass to Sean 
Price, the Hounds got great blocking 
from the offensive line once again and 
Price got into the end zone to end the 
game and finish off the upset, 22-19.
 The brutal schedule did not relent, 
however, as the Greyhounds again 
loaded buses and embarked on another 
road trip against a highly regarded 
opponent.  But the stakes were raised 
this time as the opponent was the 
newest member of the MIAA, D.C. 
power Georgetown Prep.  The team 
faltered with a lackluster effort through 
most of the game and the upstart Prep 
forced overtime with a touchdown late 
in the first quarter.  But the defense kept 
Prep out of the end zone in overtime, 
and on Gilman’s first offensive play in 
overtime, Simmons was led around the 
corner by a convoy of blockers and dove 
into the endzone for another exciting 
win.
 If there is ever one constant with Biff 
Poggi’s football teams it is that they are 
always working hard. And as the team 
heads into the meat of the MIAA sched-
ule, coach Poggi will tell you there is still 
a lot of work to be done.

BY NEIL HESSINGER

Price is Right But Football’s Success Not About Guesswork

Sophomore defensive tackle Chris Burnette charges into the center at a critical juncture late in the game as 
the DeMatha quarterback fumbles a snap. (Photo by Ben Daly)

 Although the 2005 varsity soccer 
season did not begin the way the 
coaches or the players had envisioned, 
the team appears to be rebounding from 
its early struggles and is ready to fight 
for a place in the MIAA playoffs. The 
team opened up the season well enough, 
defeating Severn 1-0 in its first game. 
However, from that point things began 
to go sour. It lost its five next games, 
including four crucial A conference 
matchups, one a 2-0 loss to top ranked 
and defending champions McDonogh.  
“We knew it was going to be a challenge 
for us at the beginning of the season,” 
said Head Coach John Seal, “There was 
no margin for error.” The five game 
skid was capped off by a heartbreaking 
overtime loss to Archbishop Curley, the 
preseason 5th ranked school and peren-

nial powerhouse. “Things just weren’t 
going our way,” said senior Pat Gillece of 
the losing streak, “we had a game or two 
where we simply didn’t play well, but in 
the other games we only slipped up once 
or twice, and our opponents were able An injury to senior captain Sean Murphy (left) has led to more pressure 

for freshman Cooper Brown (above) and others. (Photos by Ben Daly)

Gilman Soccer Poised for Resurgence?
BY EDWARD WIESE
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Senior Sam Jackson Key to Cross Country Success
BY MAX DALURY

 This time last year, Sam Jackson ‘06 
was playing midfield on the Junior Var-
sity Soccer Team. Now, he is the center-
piece of the successful Gilman Varsity 
Cross Country Team. Already known 
for his speed on the track team and for 
his second place finish in the MIAA 
Championship last year in the “800,” it 
was only logical that he would be just as 
successful on the Cross Country team. 
The team has started off well, finishing 
second in the Spike Shoe Invitational, 
and Jackson says, “Judging by what we 
have done so far and how much I think 
we can still improve, I would be very 
surprised if we did not finish the year 
with a winning record and in the top 4 
or 5 at championships.” With the talent 
that squad already possesses, hopefully 
Jackson will be the added element that 
propels them to greatness.
 When the team raced against local 
powerhouse and the Maryland Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association’s number 
one ranked team, Loyola, Jackson was 
able to post an excellent time, despite 
the team’s loss. Jackson ran a personal 
best of sixteen minutes and forty-four 
seconds, beating Loyola’s number one 
runner and second place finisher in 
MIAA last year by three seconds, giving 
hope to a possible MIAA title for a 
Gilman runner. Sam hopes to be able to 

beat the league’s record time of sixteen 
minutes and thirty-three seconds set by 
Curly’s Erik Anderson and maybe even 
win the Championship. Although he has 
already enjoyed several major successes 
in the early portion of the season, Sam 
still says that his favorite part of the 
team is, “Being around other people who 
are willing to run hard every day and do 
the kind of workouts that most people 
wouldn’t think even about.  That kind 
of commitment encourages everyone 
on the team to run their best and get 
better”. This is the camaraderie that 
Jackson missed so much during all of 
the solo training that he put in, stating 
that, “It has made a big difference for 
me going from training alone to [train-
ing] with a dedicated group of people”. 
Sam points out that he is not the only 
person making strides this year. Fellow 
captains Austin Redwood ’06 and Jona-
than Koch ’07 have all had a significant 
impact on the team. Sophomore Tommy 
Fiske is also an “up and comer” in the 
program. Jackson feels that even after 
this year’s senior class departs, the team 
will still be in the very capable hands of 
the underclassmen.
 As the season is approaching the 
halfway mark, Jackson has been forced 
to start thinking about the future. When 
asked whether he plans on running 

both Track and Cross 
Country in college, he 
responded, “Whether 
or not I run at all in 
college would depend 
mostly on where I go 
to school.  I think that 
if I do run though, I 
would probably do 
both track and cross 
country because that 
is what is expected of 
most distance run-
ners.” In his first and 
only year on the Cross 
Country team, Sam 
Jackson has made 
tremendous strides  
and is fast becoming 
one of the most pol-
ished runners in the 
MIAA. If Jackson and 
the Cross Country 
and Track program 
can continue on the 
blistering pace set 
forth by one of their 
premier runners, it 
will truly be a great 
year for the Gilman 
Running programs. 

Sam Jackson, leader of Gilman XC Team, practices 
in the summer heat (Photo by Jonathan Koch)
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to capitalize on our mistakes.” 
 Many factors can be blamed for 
the teams’ slow start. Two of the most 
obvious are injuries and schedule. The 
varsity team has suffered a staggering 
number of injuries so far, losing two 
starters: team captain Sean Murphy 
and senior Will Kiegler. Said senior 
defender Rob Wiese, “Practically every-
one on the team is at the trainer before 
practice, getting taped up, icing hurt 
backs….everything.” In addition, the 
strength of Gilman’s opponents thus far 
has been overwhelming. All four con-
ference losses have been at the hands 
of strong opponents, all of whom are 
favorites to contend for a MIAA title. 
“We had to keep our players focused on 
the big picture,” said Coach Seal of the 
team’s early struggles, “[the team] had 
to keep their heads up and overcome the 
injuries we suffered.”
 Problems aside, the team has played 
well of late. In addition to the impressive 
performance against Curley, Gilman 
has won three games, with decisive 
victories over St. Paul’s, Boys’ Latin, 
and an improved John Carroll squad. 
The team appears to be adjusting to its 
injuries well, and with Kiegler back in 
the lineup, more improvement should 
follow. After getting over their dry spell, 
the team is looking forward to facing 
the schools who defeated them earlier 
in the season. “The second time around, 
I’m out for revenge,” said Wiese, “I want 
to make our opponents wish they had 
never even stepped on the field.” The 
teams’ hard work in practice is bound to 
pay off in the second half of the season. 
Assistant Coach Rob Heubeck has taken 
control of the second (fitness) half of 
practice, and his grueling workouts 
should allow the team to out-condition 
opponents. 
 Another reason the team expects to 
improve is that it appears to be perfect-
ing the strategic new system created 
by the coaching staff. The new “zone” 
style of play, which was installed for 
the first time this year on the JV and 

Frosh squads, combines, according to 
Ben Ross, “a high work rate and over-
whelming pressure to the ball in order 
to create an edge for Gilman.” This 
season is the second year in which the 
varsity squad has used the zone, and 
the squad appears to coming very close 
to mastering the system. Said Coach 
Seal, “The zone is a rhythm system. The 
more you practice it, the better you will 
become. That is why last year’s team 
peaked in October, and this year’s team 
should peak in October as well.” 
 Before they peak, the team must 
patch up the weaknesses they have. “We 
need to solidify the middle of the field. 

Unlike other teams, we don’t have one 
outstanding star at midfield.” Seal con-
tinued, “We have a group of good, expe-
rienced players. They have to play well 
and lead to goals.” More importantly, 
however, Seal thinks the team must 
be strong mentally. “I think our main 
weakness is our mentality. Our kids 
have to stop settling for mediocrity. We 
have the ability to beat the best teams, 
our kids just need to be confident they 
can beat them. They have to want and 
believe they can compete in October.”
 The month of October will define 
where team goes with its season.“We are 
where we need to be right now in order 

to compete in and win our upcoming 
games,” said Coach Seal, “We won the 
games we needed when some key play-
ers were out. Now we are healthy and 
are poised to make a run.” The players 
are ready for the challenge. “I am very 
excited about the team we are taking 
into the second half of the season,” said 
Gillece, “When we face teams a second 
time, we will be a much improved 
team. We can definitely take them out.” 
Gillece continued, “We have enough 
talent to beat every team in the league. 
Enough talent to take us deep into the 
playoffs…and hopefully carry us to a 
championship.”

continued from page 7

Tough Start for Varsity Soccer Prefaces Likely Rise

Zak Wolf ‘06 (here against Loyola) has been a constant in the middle for the Greyhounds (Photo by Ben Daly)


