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EVERY YEAR, VARSITY SQUASH GOES VIRTUALLY UNNO-
TICED BUT MAKES AN IMPACT IN THE MID-ATLANTIC

By Greg Stamas

CHAMPIONSHIPS IN THE 03-04 SEASON HAVE MADE VARSITY 
BASKETBALL AND HOCKEY THE TEAMS TO BEAT IN THE MIAA

By Will Shikani

Over the past couple of years, one 
of Gilmanʼs most successful teams, 
the Varsity Squash team, has gone 
highly unnoticed.  While other 
varsity teams are competing for 
a conference championship, and 
in some cases a “B” Conference 
championship, the Squash team is 
typically capable of winning the 
Mid-Atlantics, an end of season 
tournament which includes the best 
high school teams from Virginia, 
Washington D.C., Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware.  Even 
with the loss of Jake Himmelrich, 
now the number two player at the 
University of Pennsylvania (who 
led Gilman to a championship 
in 2002), and the loss a few key 
seniors every year, the team has 
remained competitive over the 
years.  In 2003, the varsity team 
“was the clear favorite heading into 
the Mid-Atlantics” according to 
junior Peter Hawkins who was on 
varsity as a freshman in 2003, but 
the tournament was cancelled due 
to snow.  In 2004, the team lost in 

the finals of the Mid-Atlantics to 
Potomac.  No current players on the 
squash team has won a Mid-Atlantic 
championship, so can the team win 
the championship this year and 
finally end its three-year drought?  
 So far, the team has faired 
well, and in its first ten Varsity 
matches, the team has compiled a 
9-1 record, with a convincing 14-2 
win over Mercersburg and shutouts 

On February 18th of 2004, nearly 
one hundred loyal Gilman students 
attended their first MIAA Champi-
onship Hockey game, which turned 
out to be an historical event, as the 
Hockey team won its first champi-
onship ever. Five days later, these 
same fans piled into the hot Finney 
Arena to see another winter team 
win a Championship- Varsity Bas-
ketball team defeated Severn in 
convincing fashion, outscoring their 
opponents by 15. Almost a full year 
has passed since this memorable 
season, but both Champions have 
put themselves in position to once 
again win the “B” League Champi-
onship. 
 Last winter season was a bit 
of a surprise, but a very welcome 
one. Gilman Varsity Basketball 
and Varsity Ice Hockey came from 
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seemingly nowhere to take 
the spotlight. Both teams 
played great late in the sea-
son and won their confer-
ence championships, Hock-
ey taking its first title ever 
and Basketball winning for 
the first time since 1980- 
even history, it seemed, 
was working against both 
of these teams.
 With the playoffs 
less than a week away, 
Basketball is close to unde-
feated in its conference at 
13-1, and the Hockey team, 
although it recently lost its 
first conference game of 
the season to St. Paulʼs, is 
still atop the division at 6-
1. Though there is consid-

erably more pressure in defending 
a title and staying at the top than in 
getting there, both teams have han-
dled it well. When asked what itʼs 
like to no longer be an underdog, 
Varsity Hockey captain Peter Corn-
brooks responded, “Knowing that 
you have a target on your back and 
knowing that every team is looking 
to play their best against you every 
week pushes you to play better.” 
Even though 12 seniors from last 
yearʼs team graduated, giving way 
to a younger, inexperienced roster, 
Cornbrooks does not see that as an 
issue. “We realized that we canʼt 
count on the seniors who graduated, 
and the team really stepped up,” he 
said. As a result, he sees this team 

Center John Williams (‘06) prepares to make a pass up ice 
(Photo by Ben Daly)

Peter Hawkins (‘06) practices his forehand 
before a match (Photo by Matt Bressler)
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For Justin Wiley, like many other 
seniors who play both a fall and 
winter varsity sport, this November 
produced mixed feelings because it 
featured the end of one sport but the 
anticipation of another. Although 
he will miss playing football at 
Gilman, he still has other goals 
that he wishes to accomplish in 
wrestling. “This was a great season 
for us in football. I will never forget 
coming back against McDonogh 
and beating Loyola. Also, I will 
miss playing under Coach Poggi.” 
Wiley said.
 Throughout the last couple 
of years, Justin Wiley has become 
known for his competitiveness in 
games and even in practice. Bobby 
Davis, one of Wileyʼs teammates 
in both football and wrestling, 
said, “Wiley is not the person who 
you want to run into when youʼre 
carrying the ball. He separated my 
shoulder in practice when I was the 
fullback running the scout-team 
offense. Thatʼs how intense he is.” 
Another teammate, Jack Tilghman, 
said “going against Justin in practice 
was really tough, because at any 

moment he could put you on the 
ground.”
 Wileyʼs aggressiveness on 
the field helped him become one of 
the key components of the Gilman 
defense, which gave up only thirteen 
points a game. Barney Ehrmann, 
a starting defensive end for the 
football team said of Wiley, “He 
is an intense competitor, and next 
years the [defensive] tackles will 
have to step up to replace him and 
[Andrew] Pyke.” Wiley made the 
first team all- MIAA as defensive 
tackle and first team all-metro. In 

Player Profile:
Justin Wiley

VARSITY WRESTLING, FOOTBALL
By Greg Stamas

VITALS

  Height: 6ʼ1”
  Weight: 275 lbs.
  Experience: Football- 3 years
   Varsity, Wrestling- 3 years Varsity
  He Said It: (About the wrestling
   season in general) “This year was
   kind of a disapointment. We didnʼt
   do as well as we expected ourelves
   to do. We have a few more tourn
   ments left, so we can try to turn it
   around in those tournaments.”
  Varsity Wrestling Record:
   MIAA “A” League- 1-5
   Overall- 10-11

addition, he was selected to play in 
the Baltimore Touchdown Club all-
star game, which was a city versus 
county game.
 Although Wiley is coming 
off of a long yet successful season, 
he did not get to enjoy Gilmanʼs 
championship too long because the 
wrestling season kicked off only a 
few weeks later (December 4th).
 Coming off of a conference 
championship in football, Wiley 
faced personal as well as team 
challenges in wrestling. Last year, 
Gilman wrestling finished 2-3 in the 
MIAA, and 7-8 overall. Personally, 
Justin went 17-10 and came in 
fourth in both the private schools 
state championship and the MIAA 
championships in his weight-class, 
the heavyweight division (less than 
275 pounds). Justin made a point 
of saying, “We wrestled pretty well 
as a team last year, but we all have 
room for improvement. Like in all 
sports, setting personal goals before 
the season starts is always good 
motivation.” That said, Wileyʼs 
personal goals at the beginning of 
the season were to come in first in 
the Maryland Independent Schools 
State Championship and the MIAA 
Championship, as well as finishing 
in the top three in the National 
Preps.
 Wiley, having envisioned 
a successful year, has, in fact, 
been very productive and helpful 

Varsity Squash Enjoys Quiet, 
Successful Season
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against St. Andrews and Boysʼ 
Latin.  The teamʼs only loss so far 
came against Potomac in a closely 
contested match, 6-3.  Matches 
against distant opponents such 
as Potomac and Mercersburg are 
typical for the squash team.  Zach 
Bradley, a junior who is currently 
the number three ranked on the 
nine man squad, said, “There isnʼt 
strong competition in the Baltimore 
area, so we have to travel pretty far, 
sometimes out of state, to play tough 
matches.”  Because most of the local 
teams are inexperienced compared 
to the Gilman Squash team, Head 

Coach David Doherty has been able 
to use some of the JV players in the 
Varsity matches.  Some of these 
include contests against Roland 
Park, Gonzaga, Loyola, and Bryn 
Mawr.     
 The team has a couple of 
important away matches coming 
up later in the season, including 
contests against Episcopal, the Navy 
JV team, and a rematch against 
Potomac.  Max Dalury says of the 
rematch, “The Potomac match 
is always the biggest one of the 
season, and we are looking forward 
to avenging our last two losses to 

them.”  After the Potomac match, 
the top six Varsity players will head 
up to Mercersburg to compete in 
the Mid-Atlantics.  
 The future looks bright 
for the Varsity Squash team.  This 
year there are only two seniors on 
the team, Mike Silber and Austin 
Minkowski , the fourth and eight 
ranked players, respectively.  The 
top three players, including Max 
Dalury (captain), Peter Hawkins 
(2), Zach Bradley (3), are all 
juniors.  The team also includes 
three sophomores.  If the team does 
not win the Mid-Atlantics this year, 
it will have a good shot at the title 
next year with seven of the top nine 
returning, including four of the top 
five players in the current rankings.

[GSN]

Wiley escapes a hold from a Cara-
val School opponent (Photo by 
John Koch)

Varsity Squash Head Coach David 
Doherty talks to the team before an 
upcoming game as team captain 
Mike Silber (ʻ05) looks on (Photo 
by Matt Bressler)

to his team. He is 20-6, but he  
“plans to make that 24 wins this 
weekend, along with an MIAA title.”  
Wileyʼs confidence is evidently one 
of his great attributes, but many 
other aspects of his game are great, 
as well, starting with his size. 
However, “my greatest strength as 
a wrestler is my balance when Iʼm 
on my feet,” says Wiley. “I have a 
strong base, which makes it harder 
to take me down.” Thus far, he has 
proven this to be the case.
 Wileyʼs proudest moment of 
the season came in the Ray Oliver 
tournament. With Gilman down by 
two points, Wiley won his match, 
the last match, in the final second, 
leading the team to a title.

[GSN]
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Emails and letters to the editors are 
much appreciated. If you have any 

comments to make or would like to have 
a letter published, please email us at 

gilmansports@yahoo.com. Thank you.

Up and Comer:
Paul McBride

VARSITY BASKETBALL, SOCCER
By John Williams

This winter, Paul McBride made his 
annual switch from his fall sport, 
soccer, to basketball. This transition 
is just another testament to his su-
perb athletic ability. Paulʼs athleti-
cism enables a quick change from 
the speed, footwork, and endurance 
of Varsity Soccer to the hand-eye 
coordination and ball handling skills 
of Varsity Basketball.
 Being a returning Varsity 
Soccer player, Paul stepped up his 
level of play tremendously. As a 
sophomore, McBride started most 
games but was somewhat disap-
pointed with the teamʼs final record. 
Coming into the season, Paul was 
extremely excited to have a new 
coach, John Seal, who offered an 
entirely new approach to the year. 
Coach John Seal enthusiastically 
stressed reaching the playoffs as a 
team goal, a feat that has not been 
achieved in many seasons. Also, 
Coach Seal forced his players to 
come to every game with the mind-
set that they were going to win, 
even against powerhouse teams like 
McDonogh and Calvert Hall.
 Over the course of the sea-
son, Paulʼs role on the team was al-
ways changing. His position varied 
from center midfield, to stopper, to 
forward, and then to right fullback. 
Not only was McBride forced to 
frequently change his position, but 
also, he was assigned to stay on the 
opponentʼs top player. When asked 
about his strengths as an individual, 
McBride responded, “Because I 
donʼt have the biggest foot and Iʼm 
not that strong, I try to make up for 
it with ball control and good vision 
of the entire field.” At 5ʼ9” and 130 
pounds, McBrideʼs friendly physi-
cal appearance quickly disappears 
as he steps onto the field. McBride 
is constantly seen soaring over op-
ponents for head balls and barely 
ever loses a loose ball battle be-
cause of his mental toughness and 
desire to succeed.  
 Looking back on the out-
come of a very successful season, 

M c B r i d e 
expresses 
his satisfac-
tion, say-
ing, “We 
came into 
the season 
not know-
ing where 
we would 
stand in 
the league. We made it a team goal 
to make it to the playoffs, and we 
achieved that goal. As the season 
progressed, we defeated soccer ri-
val Loyola twice including one 
victory in the semi-finals of the A 
conference playoffs.” Although the 
team suffers some crucial losses of 
individual talent for next year, Paul 
is excited to take a leadership role 
as a senior and to take his level of 
play up a notch.
 With the soccer season long 
gone, Paul now focuses on his bas-
ketball skills. Paulʼs style of play 
on the basketball court mirrors his 
style of play on the soccer field. 
On the court, where McBride plays 
point guard, he constantly confuses 
defenses with his great vision allow-
ing him to feed the open man, and 
his amazing “handles,” or ball con-
trol. Having accepted a limited role 
on this yearʼs Varsity squad, Paul 
still enjoys basketball, as it is his fa-
vorite sport. Paul recalled how the 
JV team chemistry was extremely 
important in their success last year 
and hopes that same chemistry can 
remain on this yearʼs Varsity team. 
“All of us on the team were friends. 
The team chemistry was important 
because it was all about the team 
and never about the individual.”
 McBride is the third point 
guard on the Varsity depth chart, 
behind two seniors, but he has still 
made an impact on the court with 
his unrivaled energy. The Varsity 
Basketball team is currently 20-6, 
and McBride hopes to do what we 
couldnʼt do last year- help his team 
win a championship.           [GSN]

Varsity Basketball, Hockey
Defend Championships
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as even better than last yearʼs. He is 
confident that Gilman hockey will 
continue to play well and capture 
another title.
Basketball Captain Paul Stack 
shares a similar confidence to Corn-
brooksʼs, saying, “I know we can 
win. We just have to put in the work 
and weʼll do it.” Though being de-
fending champs has put consider-

ably more pressure on 
the team, he said, “Team 
chemistry is strong.” Be-
cause the team returned 
all its starters, “everyone 
knows how everyone else 
plays. The continuity of 
our offense improves so 
much.” As long as the 
team keeps working hard, 
Stack sees another bas-
ketball title within reach 
this year. 
 Both teams are con-
fident in their champion-
ship title defenses, but 
neither team can rely on 
confidence to repeat. The 
toughest stretch of their 
respective seasons is yet 

to come, and neither team expects 
the title defense to be simple.
 The last two of the Varsity 
Basketball teamʼs games are league 
contests. Similarly, Varsity Hock-
eyʼs last game, versus Sts. Peter and 
Paul, is a league game and will de-
termine how the teamʼs postseason 
looks. If the Hockey team, who is 
1 point ahead of perennial rival St. 
Paulʼs in the standings, beats or ties 
Peter and Paul, it will earn a bye into 
the Championship Game (Friday, 
February 18th at Piney Orchard). 
The 13-1 Basketball team is at the 
top of their league and at the top of 
their game, and they are poised for 
easy entrance into the playoffs and 
possibly a first round bye.
 Hockey and basketball both 
started the season with a second con-
secutive title as the team goal, and 
needless to say, they have brought 
themselves to the brink of achieving 
it. As the winter season comes down 
to the wire, they are both playing at 
their best and have earned the rank 
of favorites for the championship. 
Get your ladder ready, Mr. Holley, 
because come February, it looks 
like youʼre going to have to add a 
year to the basketball and hockey 
championship banners.

[GSN]

Varsity Hockey goalie Patrick Farha (ʻ07) has 
been a pleasant surprise as a first-year starter 
for the team (Photo by Ben Daly)



 Page 4                  Gilman Sports News       Volume II, Issue 3

Photo Feature: Winter Season 

What Were They Thinking?
Perspective By Peter Brockmeyer

 The NFL had its share of 
great quotes and press clips from 
around the league this year.  The 
Raiders found themselves in the 
spotlight for a short period of time 
not because of success but because 
of Charles Woodsonʼs arrogance.  
Last year, Woodson claimed that 
the problems of the Raiders team 
were completely the fault of former 
head coach Bill Callahan.  Calla-
han is gone, and the Raiders went 
5-11, finishing in last place in the 
AFC West.  Another dismal perfor-
mance by the Raiders, who are only 
two years removed from an AFC 
Championship, provokes the ques-
tion, who is to blame now, Charles?  
Warren Sapp, who had one of the 
worst seasons of his career this past 
year, blames Norv Turner, but no 
coach can be scapegoat for the fail-
ings of the Raiders.
 Terrell Owens, oh TO.  What 
goes through this guyʼs head?  The 
things that come out of TOʼs mouth 

never cease to amaze America.  Yes, 
there is no doubt in my mind that 
he was this yearʼs most dominant 
wide receiver in the NFL, but that 
doesnʼt excuse what he says.  In the 
span of the past year, he challenged 
Jeff Garciaʼs sexuality, used Ray 
Lewisʼs murder trial as a defense 
for his own antics, and called shout-
ing at McNabb his attempt to moti-
vate his QB.  Out of control, some 
might say, but no NFL officials are 
complaining- Terrell Owens brings 
notoriety and, most importantly, 
cash to the league.
 Keyshawn Johnson, Dallas 
wide receiver and radio personality.  
By now, we all know what Key-
shawn did.  He yelled at his offen-
sive coordinator Maurice Carthon 
when the Cowboys were losing.  
The Cowboys  ̓struggles were noth-
ing new to anyone who followed the 
NFL at all, and Keyshawn seemed 
to be tired of his new team in only 
his 8th game for Dallas.  Yelling at 

the coach, which is already pretty 
bad, is not what puts Keyshawn on 
my list, however.  What Keyshawn 
said on his radio show about Pam 
Oliver from FOX earns Johnson a 
spot.  After he yelled at the coor-
dinator, Oliver reported during the 
telecast what had happened- this 
seemed to have upset Keyshawn.  
On his show, Johnson said that he 
needed to fly to wherever, find Oli-
ver, and spank her with a ruler.  I 
wonder what Pam thinks.  It runs in 
the family.
 Chad Johnson, star wide re-
ceiver for the Bengals and cousin of 
Keyshawn.  Chad sent some pepto 
bismol to the homes of the Browns  ̓
secondary to prepare them for the 
Bengals-Browns game on October 
17.  The package had a note on it to 
the effect of - just wanted to add a 
little color and relief to your week.  
Chad then had one of the worst 
games of his career when, dropping 
multiple passes while only gaining 
37 yards.  Karma, anyone?
 Edgerton Hartwell, middle 
linebacker for the Baltimore Ra-

vens.  I canʼt decide whether Ed 
Hartwell is blind, deaf, or both.  
After a game earlier this season, 
Hartwell claimed that he is consid-
ered the “Sheriff” on the Ravens  ̓
infamous defense.  A sheriff, to me 
at least, is an authority figure who 
strikes fear in the eyes of the vil-
lains, who in this case are Edʼs op-
ponents.  Has Hartwell seen who is 
on his defense, much less the guy he 
lines up next to?  Has he heard what 
is said about the Ravens  ̓Defense, 
more specifically Terrell Suggs, Ed 
Reed, and Ray Lewis?  I know Hart-
well gets his head knocked around a 
lot during the game, but come on, 
can we be real here?
These specific instances are only a 
few of my favorite moments from 
an exciting NFL year which had 
its share of controversy.  The Su-
perbowl is over now, though, and, 
knowing that all teams (even the 
Redskins) are undefeated, a brash 
player is bound to make a stupid 
comment soon enough.  I canʼt 
wait.

[GSN]
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