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Czech Visitor Heads Home after Six Week Stay 
 Mr. Michal Musil, the quiet man that 
some students may have run into in the 
halls, visited Baltimore and Gilman 
for six weeks.  By talking with various 
administrators, teachers and students, 
Mr. Musil, the headmaster of the 
Gymnazium Jana Palacha in Prague, 
attempted to understand the difference 
between American private schools and 
those of Europe and the Czech Repub-
lic.
 Mr. Musil, led a very interesting life 
before becoming headmaster of this 
small private school in Prague. At the 
age of 18, while the Czech Republic was 
still under Communist rule, Mr. Musil 
moved from his small hometown to 
Prague and began studying at Charles 
University.  Meanwhile, he went to 
local libraries to watch CNN in order 
to find out what was really going on 
in the Western World and improve his 
knowledge of English.  After graduating 
in 1989, one year before the Velvet Revo-
lution – when Czech people successfully 
forced the Communist government to 
step down in favor of democratic rule 

under Vaclav Havel – Mr. Musil was 
forced to join the army.  Because he 
knew a fair amount of English, though, 
he was able to join the staff of the mili-
tary ice hockey team instead of becom-
ing a tank commander.  Following the 
Velvet Revolution, he was able to get out 
of the army and into the school district 
with a major in English and Physical 
Education.  
 Mr. Musil was named head of the 
Gymnazium at the age of 28, and was 
very excited since he had wanted to 
be a teacher ever since he was a young 
man.  He is currently in charge of 160 
students, which contrasts the over 400 
pupils here at Gilman’s Upper School. 
Mr. Musil’s school is also, like Gilman, 
about to go through a building proj-
ect.  The Gymnazium Jana Palacha, 
which currently is housed in an apart-
ment building, will move to a brand 
new educational center near Prague’s 
Opera House. Upon his return to his 
native land, Mr. Musil will attempt to 
infuse some of the positive scholastic 
aspects he witnessed here at Gilman 

and throughout the State of Maryland.
 The most interesting part of Mr. 
Musil’s educational experience, how-
ever, is being a representative of the 
Czech Association of Private Schools.  

He has visited 25 countries throughout 
Europe since he has become headmas-
ter of the Gymnazium.  These visits are 
usually for a couple of days.  On the 

BY GEORGE STEWART

Gilman Model UN Returns from Conference 
with an Extra Hammer 

BY JAMES GRIFFIN

 Despite an hour delay in the opening 
ceremonies, the Baltimore Convention 
Center erupted in cheers at the strike of 
the gavel on March 2nd.  This momen-
tous call to order marked the begin-
ning of the Johns Hopkins University 
sponsored High School Model United 
Nations Conference.  Over 850 students 
from all over the Eastern seaboard and 
Ohio gathered for four days, debating 
topics ranging from the rights of women 
in third world nations to how world 
powers like America should deal with 
the threat from the Avian flu.  Led by 
Model UN faculty advisors Mr. Hono-
han and Mr. Bissbis, nineteen Gilman 
students participated in this program, 
making their assigned nations’ views 
heard and their presence known.  For 
Gilman, the general theme of the Model 

UN Conference was summed up into 
three basic words: policy, progress and 
pizza.  
 Richard Sunderland ’07 stated, 
“It was really interesting to see how 
politicians in the UN go about creating 
resolutions and making decisions.”  For 
many, this conference was their first 
experience with United Nations proce-
dures.  They learned about voting with 
blocs and the frustration of not being 
able to pass a bill.  The Johns Hopkins 
version of Model UN held numerous 
committees from the World Health 
Organization and Human Rights 
Committee, to the Legal and Criminal 
Justice Committees.  In each of the nine 
boards, Gilman students represented 
the nations of Pakistan and Malaysia, 
as they tried to defend and promote 

these nations’ political stances and 
agendas.  In fact, one representative 
from Gilman conveyed the perspective 
of his nation so convincingly that he 
received the award for Best Delegate. 
Brandon Hammer ’06, one of three 
Gilman students holding a triumvirate 
seat, won the gavel for Best Delegate as 
the Minister of the Interior for the Paki-
stani cabinet.  Co-Club President, Zahir 
Rahman ’06, was very pleased with the 
level of participation the Gilman Model 
UN club demonstrated throughout the 
3-day conference.  “Although we had a 
very young and inexperienced group, 
the overall experience was worthwhile 
as shown through the progress made 
by some of the underclassmen and the 
success Brandon achieved.”  
 Besides gaining accomplishments 

in the boardrooms, the Gilman Model 
UN club also made the most of their 
trip in between their daily seven-hour 
sessions.  Following conferences, some 
students discussed how they really felt 
about certain issues, as opposed to how 
their assigned nation viewed them.  In 
their free time, the Gilman Model UN 
club bonded during their group excur-
sions to hot spots like the Light Street 
Food Court and the nearby 7-Eleven.  
For the trip, hotel antics included cell 
phone bocce ball and nightly calls for 
pizza.  Richard Sunderland ’07 summed 
up the conference best when he stated, 
“the Johns Hopkins Model UN trip 
proved to be an interesting trip, where 
we learned a lot about the UN and got 
the chance to have a different taste of 
Baltimore.”

Continued on Page 4

Mr. Musil, Mr. Heubek, and Mr. Perkins (from left to right) await their 
daytrip to Washington D.C. (photo courtesy of Mrs. Trapp).
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Gilman        School
Recent Assemblies 
Provoke Student 

Response
Dear Editor:
 In the wake of the events regarding 
the student body’s behavior of late, I felt 
compelled to write something express-
ing my as well as some of the students’ 
point of view.  Personally, I feel insulted 
at some of the accusations made, espe-
cially since the entire reprimanding was 
based on the fact that the speaker said 
that “half the students were asleep,” 
which was clearly not the case.  Further-
more, teachers themselves aren’t exactly 
the most righteous of people during 
assembly.  There isn’t an assembly that 
goes by when I don’t see some teachers 
come in late and creep to their seats.  I 
have even seen teachers grade quizzes 
and tests during assembly.  Is this less 
disrespectful than sleeping or slouching 
in one’s chair?  When did school create 
the double standard that a student gets 
a detention or gets yelled at for glanc-
ing down at a book to study for a test he 
has next period, but teachers can grade 
papers during assembly?  And though 
I haven’t seen it myself, my fellow stu-
dents claim that they have in fact seen 
teachers fall asleep during assemblies.  
Should the student body put into effect 
some sort of consequences for these 
treacherous acts?  I’m not trying to turn 

New Vending Machine Policies 
Can’t Be Sugar Coated

 As the clock nears 3:35 PM and fresh-
men sit on the edge of their desks in 010 
awaiting the bell, they no longer simply 
thirst for the freedom from study hall, 
but also for the taste of a Coca-Cola.  
Since when did a good old American 
tradition become such an evil forbid-
den substance?  As many may know, a 
wave of eliminating sodas from schools 
and people’s diets altogether has swept 
over the nation.  This trend arrived at 
Gilman last year, with its early actions 
evinced in the extraction of the candy 
machine and the restocking of the snack 
machine with “healthy” snacks.  This 
year, however, a greater shock came 
when a timer was installed on one of the 
soda machines with a note attached that 
informed students that the machine will 
not vend from 8:00 AM to 3:35 PM.
 I would like to start by saying I have 
no problem with an attempt to increase 
student awareness with respect to 
dietary health.  Nor am I significantly 
fazed by the prohibition of caffeinated 
soda during school hours.  While plenty 
of students and faculty agree with these 
ideas, as do I, still some find themselves 
constantly cursing the new regulations 
as they crave a soda in the middle of 
the day.  In today’s world in which the 
vast majority of high school students 
suffer from sleep deprivation, some 
students have difficulty staying awake 
without caffeine being readily acces-
sible.  Bryan Destefano, ’07, is among 
these students.  He noticed a definite 
change in his habits once the vending of 
soda during school hours was outlawed: 

“I have a hard time making it through 
first period without my morning Coke.  
I don’t even understand why they took 
away sodas in the first place.”  Even 
some faculty members are annoyed by 
the new rules.  Mr. Bissbis has a hard 
time substituting tea for the caffeinated 
sodas he used to drink, and Mr. Vishio, 
who is an avid Coke and Dr. Pepper 
drinker said, “I don’t see any harm in 
students using caffeine to augment 
their energy.”
 The varying opinions on the actual 
elimination of caffeinated sodas are 
insignificant in the true scope of the 
issue.  The truth is that students and 
faculty are not prohibited from bring-
ing soda from home; as a student body 
of young adults, we should be able 
to make it through the day without 
depending on a soda or two.  Whether 
students agree with the elimination or 
not, the crux of the matter, and one on 
which many members of the Gilman 
community seem to concur, is that the 
implementation of the new regulations 
was from the start, and continues to be 
ineffective, superficial, and hypocriti-
cal.
 The administration’s intentions 
were spelled out in a statement given 
to me by Mr. McGill via email.  “We 
made the decision in part to cut down 
the consumption of high sugar sodas 
and part of our motive was the feeling 
from many parents that this was the 
right thing to do.  It also came at a time 
when many schools, public and private, 
across the nation were looking at this 

kind of nutrition issue and making 
similar decisions.  I realize that we still 
sell high sugar content items but we felt 
that this was a start to raising aware-
ness around campus of the relationship 
between diet and health.”
 Despite the administration’s good 
intentions, the implementation of the 
regulations seemed like a personal 
affront to the student body.  The Gilman 
community was never consulted about 
the motives, nor was it ever even for-
mally told about the implementation 
of the regulations.  Upon first thought, 
I am unsure whether to interpret this 
as an example of the student body 
being treated like children, or simply 
as an example of the administration 
not caring about the students’ opinions.  
Although we know that this is a perfect 
example of Mr. McGill’s privilege vs. 
rights argument, there is no reason why 
even a privilege could not be discussed 
in some form of student-administration 
dialogue;  common courtesy would sug-
gest dialogue.  
 Upon a deeper inspection of the 
enforcement of the new regulations, a 
sense of superficiality and hypocrisy 
is apparent.  How concerned is the 
administration with our health?  Sodas 
are taken away, but sugary Powerade 
and fruit juices remain.  Of course, 
Powerade and fruit juices have at least 
some nutritional benefits but they are 
still high in sugar compared to poten-
tial alternatives.  If sugar intake was a 
true concern of some parents and the 
administration, one would think they 

would do a more thorough job that did 
not simply eliminate the “evil” sodas 
while selling other drinks high in sugar.  
It seems an act of convenience to elimi-
nate sodas in light of the movement 
sweeping through America while leav-
ing equally high sugar content drinks 
because they do not give off the same 
bad image as soda.
 What measures are being taken to 
raise awareness of dietary health?  The 
answer, practically nothing, invokes 
the same question about the adminis-
tration’s true motives and the feeling 
of superficiality.  It is easy to take away 
sodas, but without even being sup-
plied with the reasoning behind this 
action, how are students supposed to 
learn?  The only teaching on diet and 
health is provided in 9th grade health 
class which only momentarily deals 
with dietary health and uses outdated 
videos as instruction devices.  And of 
course the counter argument, perhaps 
that students by age 17 should already 
know about healthy eating, only serves 
to disprove the original idea that soda 
be taken away in the first place.  It is a 
known fact that one of the worst ways 
to teach teenagers is to simply take 
something away.  Therefore, I find 
myself once again questioning, if the 
administration is genuinely concerned 
about our health, how can it expect us 
to learn about better eating with only 
administrative decisions?

the blame around; students obviously 
shouldn’t sleep or slouch in assembly, 
but I think that the faculty is ignorant 
to its own disrespect.
 On the subject of the whole sleep-
ing/slouching in one’s chair, I admit 
that I am quite confused by the entire 
situation.  It seems as if the faculty is 
more annoyed by slouching in chairs 
than sleeping.  If such is the case, are 
we allowed to doze off as long as we sit 
upright?  Is the faculty going to take it 
a step further and say that we must be 
concentrating on the lecture and not 
daydream about girls, think about our 
next test, or think about the sporting 
event we’re playing later that day.
 There are very simple measures to 
take so that the situation itself will dis-
appear.  I heard in a news report that 
high schoolers need about nine hours 
of sleep per day.  Now let’s think about 
that.  I myself wake up at 6:15 in the 
morning to go to school, then I have 
to go to athletics, then I have about an 
hour to go get some dinner and be back 
in time for play rehearsal.  On a good 
day I get home at around 9:30.  If I don’t 
do any of my homework and just go to 

continued on page 4

continued on page 3
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With a new director, more nights, and the setting as New York City, 
this year’s Spring Musical looks to be “a helluva” success

 On May 4, On The Town, fraught with 
thrilling action, great choreography, 
phenomenal songs and rythmic music, 
will premiere in Gilman’s Alumni Audi-
torium.  Director John Rowell describes 
this year’s Spring Musical as “a classic 
of the American musical theater.” He 
picked the show for its wartime theme 
and its focus on young people, both of 
which are pertinent to the Tri-School 
Community today. World War II is 
never directly mentioned in the play, but 
nevertheless remains a major theme. 
Mr. Rowell also chose this Bernstein 
musical because it has “one of the most 
amazing scores in the American musi-
cal theater.”
 The story follows three sailors - Ozzie 
(played by Richard Gamper ‘06), Gabey 
(Lucas Myerson ‘06), and Chip (Conor 
McGee ‘09) - on a 24-hour stay in New 
York City before returning to active 
maritime duty. They all have their own 
plans of what they hope to do, but they 
end up meeting and falling in love with 
three lovely young ladies of the the Big 
Apple.  Ozzie is attracted to the loony 
anthropologist Claire De Loone (played 
by Miranda Hall); Chip meets Hilde, a 
taxi driver (Sarah Zlotowitz); and Gaby 
yearns to encounter the stunning “Miss 
Turnstiles,” Ivy Smith (Demitra Sour-

lis).  These potential love affairs cannot 
last, however, because the sailors must 
leave tomorrow to go fight, perhaps even 
to die for their country.  Mr. Rowell also 
emphasizes the fact that New York City, 
amid the hustle and bustle of the early 
1940s, is itself a major character in the 
show. 
 Mr. Rowell was a theater major in 
college and an actor before becoming 
a writer and joining the Gilman Com-
munity. This is his first time directing 
a Gilman production.  Sourlis says that 
Mr. Rowell is “very passionate and dedi-
cated” to the production.  Mr. Doherty 
and Mr. Ebo will be assisting him in the 
musical aspect of the play by directing 
the singers and the orchestra.  
 The cast has been rehearsing steadily 
since February, often from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m.  Myerson comments, “Everyone is 
working a lot harder than I’ve ever seen 
[them] work in order to give the best 
performance.”  He notes that Mr. Row-
ell’s style (which includes about a half 
hour of warm-ups a night) is somewhat 
different than that of Mr. Himelfarb but 
similar to the way he has rehearsed for 
other productions.
 

Play Preview: On The Town

BY CHRIS FLINT AND BRANDON HAMMER

Letters to the Editor

 With all of the mayhem and confu-
sion that seems to dominate and define 
the CNN worldview of life outside of 
America, for me, it is certainly a wel-
come development to hear an alternate 
point of view. Recently, the Gilman 
School in Baltimore, Maryland has had 
the pleasure of having just that. Mark 
Laichena from the Christ’s Hosptial 
School in London has made himself at 
home. In recent times, I have had the 
chance to spend some time with Mark, 
on the infamous mock trial excursions. 
What I found the most intriguing was 
his anxiety of the city life of Baltimore, 
as the city of London, is quite the differ-
ent animal. He made not comparison of 
‘better’ or ‘worse,’ but instead pointed 
out the main differences.
 Specifically, he spoke of the crime and 
enforcement aspect from his home 
town. In England, the average police 
officer does not carry a firearm, whereas 
in Baltimore, it is a common sight to 
see a Baltimore City officer in their 
signature black uniform, carrying a 
weapon at his hip. London is a very 
large metropolitan area, yet still is not 
different from the rest of England. Its 
officer’s still carry no firearms. This of 
course, is a very interesting aspect of 
the two countries’ differences, and the 
different cultures we live in.
 On the other hand, he also touched 
on the separate ‘lingo’ that is used in 
London, but not in America, and vise 
versa. For instance: the ‘trunk’ of a 
car in America is the ‘boot’ of the car 
in England. I have noticed as well that 
many of the slang phrases that we use 
in our culture are often lost in transla-

tion when talking to Mark. What would 
also interest people are the differences 
between our respective sports, and the 
hype and traditions around them. I am 
sure he would be glad to answer any 
questions.
 All these examples I have given, 
however, were not to show stark differ-
ences between America and England; 
rather I am trying to say something 
about the American mindset. It is very 
apparent to me after watching the 
Olympics this year, with friends laugh-
ing and making fun of other traditions 
from other countries, that people often 
forget that there is a world outside 
America. Other cultures are truthfully 
and simply different. Saying better or 
worse should not be in one’s vocabulary 
when talking about other countries. 
 Finally, to bring it into perspective, 
the same epidemic has indeed spread 
itself through our Gilman halls (soon to 
be the ‘Hound Pound’). The fact is, we 
often forget that Gilman, in all its maj-
esty, is not the only school in the city, 
much less the country. For juniors, it is 
very important to realize and embrace 
the world outside of our Gilman micro-
cosm. We juniors and seniors have 
numbered days until we expand into a 
world completely different to our cur-
rent: college. To the underclassmen 
getting adjusted: the time will come 
upon you soon when you will need to 
adjust to yet another world. It is always 
healthy to take a reality check in our 
hectic teenage lives. In simple terms, 
being completely cliché: ‘think outside 
of the Hound Pound.’
-Pete Finney ‘07

Bigger Picture Outside of Gilman Behavior In Assemblies Assessed

bed right away, I wouldn’t even sleep for 
nine hours.  I know teachers don’t want 
to hear that students don’t get enough 
sleep, but it is simply an undeniable fact.  
Secondly, we need some air condition-
ing in the auditorium.  The fact that 
it’s an oven in there does not help the 
situation.  Third, how about we not have 
assemblies eight days out of the ten day 
cycle?  It’s simply too much.  It’s not like 
students sleep during advisory or form 
meetings; it’s the assemblies that are 
the problem, which leads me to my next 
point.  Stop having assemblies consist 
of a single person lecturing us about a 
subject (no matter how relevant) with 
a PowerPoint presentation.  I couldn’t 
help but laugh when Mrs. Turner asked 
the student body to sit up in our chairs 
during the music assembly because 
anything similar to the music assem-
bly or just as interesting and engaging 
would receive the utmost attention and 
respect.  There needs to be some sort 
of audience involvement, and turning 
off the lights is just an invitation to get 
some shut eye.  But it’s not like every 
single presentation including a Power-
Point is received the same way.  Almost 
all students enjoyed the speech by Dr. 
Cornwell on violence and the role of an 
emergency room doctor. Coming out 
of Dr. Cornwell’s assembly, kids were 
saying how they wished they had more 
assemblies like the one they had just 
heard.  I’m not saying that sleeping in 
assembly can be justified in any way; 
I’m just saying that few people would 

have even thought about sleeping in 
Dr. Cornwell’s assembly, and there is a 
specific reason for that.  Lastly, I would 
not be surprised if more people were 
sleeping in assembly because we, only 
God knows for whatever reason, are 
not allowed to have soda during the 
day.  Not that the administration cares 
about the sugar that they give us since 
the “fruit drinks” they have in the vend-
ing machine have just as much sugar as 
soda, so really the only difference is the 
caffeine, and the administration doesn’t 
realize that caffeine actually helps stu-
dents get through the long day.
 Overall, I’d say that the entire scold-
ing during assembly will most likely 
accomplish nothing.  In a way, I guess 
it is important to let the student body 
know that the administration is dis-
appointed and possibly even angry at 
the students, but is being stricter and 
telling students how disappointed the 
teachers are in the student body going 
to do anything constructive?  Of course 
not.  The only thing it will accomplish 
is more detentions and possibly more 
rebellious attitudes.  The one thing 
I’m genuinely happy about was the fact 
that Mr. Doherty made the distinction 
between students who deliberately try 
to fall asleep and students who happen 
to fall asleep because they stayed up 
really late to write a paper, the lights 
are out, and the lecture is boring.  It’s 
not like falling asleep during assembly 
is anything new, but I guess we might 
all agree that “the times aren’t like what 
they used to be.”
-Adam Janet ‘07

continued from page 2

Miranda Hall of BMS and Richard Gamper ‘06, leads in the upcoming 
Spring Musical, practice their roles as the wacky Claire De Loone and 
Navyman Ozzie respectively.  On The Town opens Thursday, May 4 in 
the Alumni Auditorium. (Photo by Chris Flint)

Continued on Page 5
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Vending Machine 
Policies a Question 

of Concern
continued from page 2

 The issue suggests a childish treat-
ment of the student body.  This outlook 
provides perhaps the greatest irony of 
all.  The combination of all of the above 
reasons- no communication with the 
student body, no reasons given for the 
actions, etc- certainly seems to under-
mine the so called responsibility that 
Gilman purports to instill in young 
men.  How is it that in a school where 
the parents, alumni, and administrators 
take such pride in the honor, integrity, 
class, and manners of their young men, 
students are not even trusted to make 
decisions on sugar and caffeine intake?  
We are continually asked to make the 
right decision regarding alcohol and 
drugs; appropriately, it has been made 
clear to us that there is no tolerance by 
the school for students drinking under-
age.  If we are supposedly trusted with 

a responsibility of this magnitude, why 
is our sugar intake being taken away 
without at the very least a word or two at 
assembly?  If we are thought responsible 
enough to discuss current atrocities 
regarding the Duke lacrosse team in 
assembly, and are trusted to practice 
higher moral judgment than this team, 
why is our sugar intake being monitored 
by a timer on a vending machine?
 The issue is simple: Either the 
administration supports their actions 
with communication and a consistent 
plan that makes a joint attempt with 
students to better our health awareness, 
or we are given the simple responsibil-
ity of watching our own soda intake, a 
miniscule responsibility as compared to 
other justifiable, yet lofty expectations 
of the student body.    
     -DAF

Construction Update
As the last modular units arrive on the tennis courts, crews  work on piecing 

together the last several learning cottages.  Work has also begun on the inside of 
the “Hound Pound.” 

 
    
Compiled by Peter Sacci and Chris Flint

  -All 48 trailers will be air-conditioned
  -They used to be at the Naval Academy
  -The “Hound Pound” will house 24 classrooms, 4 conference rooms, and most offices
  -All classrooms will have a wireless connection and there will be many laptop carts
  -The lockers will be located in a Senior Trailer, the Science building, and the Old Gym locker rooms
  -The Foreign Language department will be in the Science building and the Auditorium;
   the black box and 2 dressing rooms will become classrooms
  -The Library will take up 3 trailers
  -The Development Office will be on the blacktop behind the Middle school
  -The Nurse’s office will be in the trailer next to the lower school (effective April 17)
  -Design and Woodworking will be in the Auxiliary Gym
  -The bookstore will be in the second floor area of the Old Gym Lobby
  -The lunch service will be done off-campus; students will have to pre-order lunches the month before

Mr. Musil Brings 
Gilman Experience 

Back To Prague
continued from page 1

topic of his American experience, Mr. 
Musil stated that this trip has been 
one of his favorites. He also believed 
that the advantage of an extended 
American stay is that it allowed him to 
view American society and American 
citizens over a duration of time, not just 
for a short glimpse.   Of all the sights 
and sounds of his six-week excursion, 
Mr. Musil felt that his encounters with 
the people of Gilman were the most 
thrilling.  Furthermore, he avowed that 
his most interesting and captivating 
encounter with the Gilman faculty and 
students came during assembly.   He 
enjoyed how the school congregated 

together as one and listened to speak-
ers about a wide array of subjects. Mr. 
Musil affirmed, however, that he would 
not have assemblies daily. From his 
observations, Mr. Musil came away with 
a hope that like his students, “Gilman 
students would be able to speak their 
minds in the most polite way.” Upon 
departure, Mr. Musil wanted to thank 
everyone at Gilman for this educational 
expedition, especially Mr. McGill, Mr. 
Schmick, Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Trapp, and 
the students.  In addition to this, he 
wished that in the future, his school and 
Gilman could continue ties and work 
towards a stronger bond.   

Page 4

Mrs. Turner makes a visit to the newly installed “Hound Pound” (left) to take a look at the progress of the interior (right) (Photos courtesy of Mr. Gorski).
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On The Town was written in 1944 by 
Leonard Bernstein, Betty Comden and 
Adolph Green, who were all in their 
twenties, in what Mr. Rowell calls  “a 
burst of youthful enthusiasm,” which 
he believes carries over into the play 
and adds to it.  “New York, New York” 
is the show’s most famous song.  In the 
late 1940s, the musical was made into 
a film, starring Gene Kelly and Frank 
Sinatra, and is considered a classic 
of the Golden Age of movie musicals, 
according to Mr. Rowell. 
 This year, with the addition of a 
Thursday night performance, there 
will be four shows instead of the usual 
three. Mr. Rowell explains this because 
“it gives the actors a chance to explore 
performance.” 
 Charles Gamper ’06 agrees and adds 
that this will be a “professional per-
formance.” He says that he decided to 
audition because it was his last chance 
to perform at Gilman. This is also the 
final performance in the tri-school area 
for nearly a third of the cast.

Tri-School Cast 
and Crew Prepare 
for  Spring Musical

Continued from Page 3
 On The Town will also feature the 
work of a choreographer new to Gilman.  
Caryl Maxwell previously operated a 
dance studio and has choreographed 
various ballets around the Baltimore 
area and at Towson University.  Mr. 
Rowell says, “She brings a life-long 
experience as a dancer, choreographer, 
and teacher, and we’re fortunate to 
have her working with us this year.”  
Maxwell adds that she intends to use 
her memories of living in New York to 
aid in designing dance steps.
 Also, this year’s production includes 
a freshman in a leading role.  Conor 
McGee says that while “it can be hard” 
being one of the youngest actors, it 
is nonetheless “a lot of fun.”  Sarah 
Zlotowitz who stars opposite McGee 
agrees, and adds that it is nice to “initi-
ate” another actor into what she calls 
the “theater group.”
 On The Town opens with a 7:30 pm 
show on Thursday, May 4. Shows at 8 
pm on Friday and Saturday follow that. 
The final performance is a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Sunday, May 7.

Taxi Driver Hildy (played by Sarah Zlotowitz of BMS), ardently orders 
a competitor for the love of Chip (played by Conor McGee ‘09) to 
“Scram!”  (Photo by Brandon Hammer)

 Navyman Gabey (played by Lucas Myerson ‘06) is taken aback by the 
sight of the woman of his dreams, “Miss Turnstiles” Ivy Smith (played 
by Demitra Sourlis of BMS). (Photo by Brandon Hammer)

Reflections on a 
Month at Gilman:

Mark Laichena’s Exchange 
Experience in America

BY JAMES GRIFFIN

 As he waited in the Arrival terminal 
of BWI Airport, Jonathan McMaster ’07 
began to feel anxious about the month 
ahead of him.  Known around Gilman as 
a poised individual, McMaster admitted 
that on the afternoon of February 12th 
he had “no idea what to expect”.  Nearly 
two weeks earlier, he was just settling 
into the second semester, when Mrs. 
Turner announced to the assembly of 
students that he had won the privilege of 
representing Gilman in a new exchange 
program with Christ’s Hospital School 
of London, England.  Yet, the two weeks 
between this announcement and the 
actual arrival of Christ’s Hospital’s own, 
Mark Laichena, turned out to be a flurry 
of activity for all parties involved.  For 
example, Mark affirmed that he “really 
didn’t get a hold of a ticket for Baltimore 
until Wednesday”, three days before his 
assigned departure date.  Still, through 
a joint effort of Christ’s Hospital and 
Gilman and with a large amount of 
assistance by Mr. McGill, Mark’s part 
of the encounter occurred for a month 
between February 12th and March 
12th.  
 Although they only contacted each 
other twice before February 12th, both 
times by email, Jonathan McMaster 
and Mark Laichena managed to build a 
strong bond despite their distinctly dif-
ferent cultures.  In their daily 45-minute 
commute from Columbia to Gilman, 
Jonathan and Mark discussed an 
array of topics ranging from college to 
politics.  Jonathan believed these con-
versations allowed them to “compare 
the differences between our cultures.”  
For instance, Mark explained that in 
England, universities do not stress 
athletics and that it is nearly impossible 
to find a “sports-based college”.  Also, 
as Jonathan stated, the universities in 
Great Britain “focus on specific majors 
and concentrations, and are less well-
rounded.”  Besides judging the colleges 

Mark Laichena and Johnathan McMaster, ‘07 spend time together in 
the Cafeteria. (Photo by David Fine)

of England, the two also conferred 
on the differences between English 
and American high schools. The most 
clear difference between Gilman and 
Christ’s Hospital, as Mark explained, 
is that his school “is co-ed; while here 
at Gilman, we are not.”  Furthermore, 
Mark Laichena set a rigorous course 
structure during his time at Gilman.  
For four weeks, he involved himself in 
English, History, German, AP Statistics, 
and AP Calculus.  He was shocked to 
find the American emphasis on con-
tinuous workload.  “In England, our 
only grade is the final exam.  So, for the 
majority of the year, doing the work for 
a class is recommended, not necessary.  
Meanwhile, over here, you all are tested 
frequently and class work matters.”  
 Still, Mark was able to venture forth 
beyond the walls of Gilman and experi-
ence many facets of America.  During 
his stay, Jonathan and Mark visited 
Annapolis, Washington D.C., New York, 
and, of course, Baltimore.  On the issue 
of the cultural differences between 
the two nations, Mark acknowledged, 
“In America, the racial divisions seem 
to me to be more prevalent.  In Eng-
land, we don’t really have that.  We 
have some social-economic divisions 
instead.”  Also, Mark was amazed by 
the importance of cars in America.  “It 
seems like everyone here owns a car.  
In London, very few people own auto-
mobiles, mostly because it’s easier just 
to take the train or bus.”  As for a sum-
mary of their general feelings towards 
Mark’s American experience, Mark and 
Jonathan both held similar, optimistic 
views on it. As Jonathan declared, “it 
was interesting and cool to see how 
Mark encountered a different culture 
and how the culture quickly accepted 
him.”  Hopefully, Jonathan McMaster 
will encounter a similar acceptance in 
June, when he takes part in his side of 
the exchange at Christ’s Hospital.    
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 Every Upper Schooler heard about 
senior Tim Rappazzo’s airsoft website, 
one of the top sites about that topic on 
the Internet. Everybody heard of its 
success and its three million monthly 
hits. It draws in over twenty advertisers 
and has over 11,000 registered mem-
bers.
 Students will soon be hearing about 
another up-and-coming website, this 
one created by freshman Louie Queral. 
Louie started his site wherefoodishappy.
com, or as he calls it, “Happyfood,” in 
seventh grade. With the assistance 
from current Hereford High freshman 
Andrew Pattur, Louie has taken a small 
creative idea and turned it into a very 
interesting website. 
 Louie takes images of food off of the 
Internet and those from his own col-
lection, and he adds faces and limbs to 
them, creating several characters that 
he says simply “make you smile.” He 
then copies these new images and uses 
CafePress.com to put them on clothing, 
mugs, clocks, and other merchandise.
 Somebody may ask, “What is the pur-
pose of this?” To this question, Louie 
has several responses. Each character 
means something different. Something 
like a smiling sushi or an upset upside-
down ice-cream cone solely could be 
to put a smile on somebody’s face. In 
fact, many of the original “Happyfoods” 
serve this intention, for Louie says, “At 
first, it was more of a goofy idea that 
really didn’t have any point.”
 There are, however, several images 
that have meaning to it, such as a 
Jewish saltshaker and a Christian salt-
shaker holding hands.
 “I always see too many angry Chris-
tians and angry Jews touting their 
beliefs at you as opposed to living by 
them. It is strange to see that the reli-
gions are both deeply related,” states 
Queral. The pictures that have meaning 
are normally hard to find, but Louie 
always has some sort of story to them.
 Besides Andrew Pattur, Louie gets a 
great deal of help from Gilman fresh-
man Riley Campbell. These three 
create a good portion of the Happyfood 
images, but the site also contains a “user 
submitted” section, where people who 
see the site can design and create their 

very own images.
 Louie’s website, however, is not his 
first. He started making websites in 
fifth grade, one of which was for his 
school janitor, but Louie felt as if he 
could achieve better.  He continued to 
try new ideas, but with this came more 
dissatisfaction.
 “I would get frustrated because I 
want the site that’s really complicated 
and crazy looking but I began to realize 
it’s the content that matters.” Happyfood 
seems to have been Louie’s favorite idea, 
for he continuously updates it, sells new 
things, and adds new images.
 Other students have seemed to 
appreciate the idea as well. Freshman 
Will Allenbach states that “Louie always 
had a funny creative side to him and it 
really comes through in Happyfood. 
The idea was great and I really like the 
products.” 
 The products are not sold directly 
from Louie’s website. There is a link to 
CafePress.com, which sells merchandise 
to Louie, who in turn sells it to anybody 
who wants it. The most popular things 
sold are probably the sweatshirts; in 
Louie’s words, “Those things go like 
hotcakes.”
 Louie plans to move on to stores 
that can sell his shop items; “Once I get 
enough money, I may be able to invest 
to make a bunch of clothes.”
 He also hopes to team up with dif-
ferent bands and make merchandise for 
them. Earlier in the year, a band called 
“The Knock ‘em Deads” from Savannah, 
Georgia contacted him. Louie created 
shirts with both the band’s logo and 
some Happyfood designs, and he plans 
to sell them to the band for their needs. 
He would be pleased to receive any band 
names that want to work with him.
 As for the future, Louie does not 
expect to receive the recognition as Tim 
Rappazzo has with his airsoft website, 
but he hopes to make an impact on as 
many people as possible.
 “I don’t think its going to be tremen-
dously large, but I think it could have an 
impact such as the ‘Life is Good’ t-shirts. 
I won’t get mad if my site doesn’t make 
it big. That wasn’t my plan. My goal is 
to sell a whole bunch of t-shirts and to 
keep making pictures on the site.”

 Every year around March and April 
juniors experience both excitement 
and stress when given the opportunity 
to choose their senior electives from 
a wide variety of electives in the tri-
school area.  This truly is an exciting 
prospect – for the first time in high 
school the rising seniors have the ability 
to take classes they want.  In a perfect 
world, all the students would get every 
course they desired.  However, there 
are a limited number of spots for each 
course and popular classes are often 
over-filled.  That’s where the stress 
comes in.
 Rising seniors are allowed to pri-
oritize only two of their courses, which 
gives them a higher chance of getting 
into those courses.  But it is not easy 
to choose which courses to prioritize, 
for if a course is under-subscribed one 
need not prioritize it, whereas if there 
are a lot of people signing up for it, it 
might be a good idea to prioritize that 
course.  Until this year, juniors had no 
way of knowing which courses were 
over-subscribed. Fortunately, Tommy 
Park ’07 created a website which was 
intended to make the process easier and 
less stressful.  On the website, labeled 
“The Smart Way To Prioritize Your 
Classes,” rising seniors would choose 
the courses that they were thinking of 
signing up for, and they would then be 
able to see who else was signed up for 
these courses.  “The site was intended 
to make prioritizing your classes easier, 
and to subsequently allow more people 
to get the schedule they want.  If you see 

that a large number of people on the site 
are signed up for one of your courses, 
then it would be smart to prioritize that 
class in order to have a better chance 
of getting in,” said Park.  The site also 
provided rising seniors the ability to 
view friends’ schedules, as well as who 
exactly was signed up for each course.
 The students responded well to this 
opportunity, with only about 15 of the 
103 students in the junior class not 
signing up for the site.  Noah Choi ’07 
said, “Tommy’s site really helped me 
configure my schedule for next year 
and I knew exactly which courses I 
needed to prioritize.”  Most students 
acknowledged that the site was indeed 
very helpful in picking their schedules; 
however, some remained a bit skeptical 
of the site’s benefits.  Adam Janet ’07 
stated, “The web site on the one hand 
allowed people to more easily decide 
which courses to prioritize. But at the 
same time, since everybody knew what 
to prioritize, I think a lot of it will come 
down to the probability of being picked 
out of the hat because, for the most 
part, everybody will have prioritized 
the same things.”  Either way it is clear 
that Tommy’s website has indeed made 
the process less stressful for rising 
seniors.  Gilman’s head of scheduling, 
Mr. Broadus, put it best when he said, “It 
will be very interesting to see the effect 
of Tommy’s website on the scheduling 
process this year.”  Members of the class 
of 2007 will find out the results when 
Mr. Broadus publishes the schedules 
towards the end of April.

Extra-Curricular Interests: 
Student Designed Websites

A Technological Approach
to Senior Scheduling

BY ZACH GORN

“Happyfood” is Next Big Thing
BY TREVOR HOFFBERGER

One of the many original Happy Food images.  Religious diversity is 
a common theme of Louie’s Happy Food creations. (Photo Courtesy of 
Happyfood.com)
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This year, Juniors chose their Senior classes from this student-
designed website (Photo Courtesy of Tommy Park).
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Photo Features:
Cultural Arts Festival

Spring Sports Update: Gilman Track

The third annual Cultural Arts Festival took place this year on 
Sunday, February 26.  Over 20 cultures different cultures were 
represented.  Shown in these photos: The African story tellers (top 
left), the Korea table hosted by Jae Rhee, ‘07, and family (top right), 
the belly dancers (middle right and right), and The German stand, 
hosted by Mr. Otto (above) (Photos by David Fine).  

Khalil Uqdah ‘06 sailed over 15 feet at Loyola, setting a new record for 
Gilman, the city of Baltimore, and the MIAA .  He held the old record of 
14’ 3” .  (Photos Courtesy of Alice Nelson)
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  According to Head Coach Don 
Rogers, “This year’s golf team may be 
the best we have ever fielded.” However 
bold it may sound, this statement may 
not be a stretch. The team returns 
almost all of its starting six from 2005, 
including the top two seeds Chris Rock-
well and Greg Stamas (both seniors). 
In addition, the squad returns senior 
Billy Mathews, who consistently played 
as a #3 or #4 seed last season. With 
the leadership, experience, and skill of 
this trio of seniors, the golf team has 
become the early favorite to win the 
MIAA “A” Conference Championship.
 Traditionally, the loss of a strong 
class results in the decline of a pro-
gram. It takes time to patch up the 
holes and return to top form. This, 
however, could not be further from 
the truth for the Gilman golf program. 
Although the loss of this year’s seniors 
will truly be felt in 2007, a strong crop 
of underclassmen ensures that the 
future of Gilman golf is in good hands. 
This group of underclassmen golf-

ers is anchored by sophomores Jason 
Frankel, Matt Mighty, and Brad Miller. 
As freshmen last season, Frankel and 
Mighty proved themselves on the var-
sity level. Both held down spots in the 
top 6, even competing with Mathews for 
the #3 spot. Although he sat out all last 
season with an arm injury, Miller seems 
prepared for Varsity as well. He should 
be a mainstay in the starting lineup 
this season, gaining experience and 
confidence in his first year on varsity. In 
addition, Mighty continues to impress, 
and hopes to build upon his 0utstanding 
start. Unfortunately, Frankel suffered a 
broken leg while skiing, and his return 
this season is questionable. 
 But there is no question about the 
future of the golf program. As Jason 
Frankel stated, “After we win the 
championship this season, we plan to 
pick up where this year’s seniors left 
off. We want to make Gilman a golfing 
dynasty.” The sophomores will not be 
without support. Freshman Hunter Rief 
made the varsity squad this season, and 

BY EDWARD WIESE

Underclassmen Hitting Big for Varsity Golf
should see his fair share of playing time 
this year. In addition, several players 
on the JV level will rise to varsity, fill-
ing the holes left by seniors. “We don’t 
want to skip a beat,” says Frankel, “We 
look forward to rising to the challenge. 
Losing the seniors will be tough, but we 
will be ready.”
 The focus for the team, however, is 
on 2006. Being the best team in recent 
memory comes with a price. The expec-
tations for this year’s team are sky-high, 
and the team members expect nothing 
less than a championship. “We control 
our own fate,” says Frankel. If the wild-
est dreams of the team are to come true, 
it is certain that it will need its under-
classmen to perform.

 The NCAA Men’s basketball tourna-
ment is the most exciting and unpre-
dictable event in all of sports. Other 
postseasons can compare, but none 
can match March Madness. Every year 
there are ample amounts of surprises 
and usually the person that wins the 
office bracket pool is somebody who 
has no idea what they’re picking in 
the first place. That’s what makes it 
so great. It is impossible to predict. 
This year was no different. Parity was 
especially prevalent this season with no 
single team dominating the #1 spot in 
the polls for longer than a week or two. 
The tournament’s four #1 seeds were all 
beatable. UConn and Memphis clearly 
had the most talent and athleticism in 
the country, but they were far too incon-
sistent over the course of the season to 
be considered locks for the Final Four. 
This was especially true for Uconn, who 
had to go through the toughest region 
by far. Duke and Villanova had decent 
talent and great team play, but the holes 
in their lineups could prevent them 
from advancing past their respective 
regions. Duke had no reliability outside 
of J.J. Redick and Shelden Williams 
while ‘Nova lacked an inside presence, 
something that is often overlooked as a 
necessity. So obviously, it was anybody’s 
tournament going into the first round. 
 After the opening round game, the 
tournament finally started for real with 
many a surprise on the first day. In the 
Atlanta Region, Gerry McNamara and 
his Syracuse Orangemen’s magic finally 
ran out after an incredible Big East tour-
nament run. They fell to an underrated 
Texas A&M team. Iowa headlined the 
embarrassing performance put forth 
by the Big Ten with their pathetic loss 
to 14th seeded Northwestern State on 
a last second three pointer. Four of the 
five Big Ten teams to make the tourney 
lost in the first round, while Illinois, the 
lone advancing squad, lost in the second 
round. Michigan State, a team expected 
to make a return visit to the Final Four, 

got killed in the first round by a George 
Mason team that would go on to turn 
some heads later in the tournament. 
The other huge upset was Kansas falling 
to Bradley in another tight game. The 
first round lived up to the billing, as it 
was one of the most exciting weekends 
of games in a long time.
 The second round is usually when 
the better teams rise to the top and 
the weaker mid-majors who pulled off 
upsets in the first round are weeded 
out. This year was an exception. Three 
mid-majors (Wichita State, George 
Mason, Bradley), excluding #3 seed 
Gonzaga, made it to the Sweet Sixteen 
with upset wins over Pitt, UNC, and 
Tennessee respectively. But on the other 
hand, every #1 seed still remained in 
the tournament despite some scares for 
UConn and Villanova. It still remained 
a toss up as to who would congregate in 
Indianapolis for the Final Four.
 The Sweet Sixteen was highlighted 
by a match up between two mid-major 
teams that both received at-large bids 
from the Tournament Committee. Both 
teams were said to not have deserved 
to be in the tournament at all yet 
they both stood in the Sweet Sixteen. 
George Mason had delivered the biggest 
surprise as a #11 seed after they took 
down back-to-back Final Four teams 
from the previous season including the 
defending champion UNC Tar Heels. 
Wichita State had been a strong team 
all year and they continued that in the 
tournament. However, after was all said 
and done, George Mason became the 
highest seed since Temple in 2001, an 
11 seed as well, to advance to the Elite 
Eight. The biggest surprise as well as 
the biggest bracket buster came out 
of the Atlanta Region where #1 seed 
Duke was outplayed by two underclass-
men from the LSU Tigers. Glen Davis 
and his fellow big man Tyrus Thomas 
dominated a fantastic game to knock 
off the favored Blue Devils. Memphis 
advanced with an easy win over 13th 
seeded Bradley while UCLA topped 
Gonzaga and a bawling Adam Mor-

rison, the player of the year runner-up 
who could be seen crying while the game 
was still in progress. ‘Nova and Florida, 
who quietly dominated its first three 
games, advanced as well along with 
UCONN and Texas.
 The Elite Eight saw all four #1 teams 
fall. UConn was beaten, not upset, by 
George Mason. George Mason had put 
together the most impressive resume 
of any of the Final Four teams by beat-
ing two reigning Final Four teams as 
well as the most talented team in the 
country by far. Lack of a team game and 
Baltimore native Rudy Gay’s standard 
disappearance in the final two minutes, 
including overtime, sealed the fate of the 
Huskies. Florida dominated their match 
up with Villanova by capitalizing on the 
Wildcats biggest weakness: their lack 
of an inside presence. Joakim Noah led 
the way for the Gators who advanced. 
UCLA used a balanced attack to get past 
a superiorly talented Memphis squad 
while LSU’s big men led the way again 
to set up a Final Four lacking a single #1 
seed for the first time since 1980. 
 If there has been one pitfall for the 
tournament in past years it has been the 

lack of excitement in the Final Four, the 
tourney’s biggest stage. This year was no 
different. George Mason saw its dream 
season ended by the methodical Florida 
Gators while LSU put up very little fight 
against UCLA. In the championship 
game, Florida once again bored the 
audience with its thorough dominance 
of its opponent. Throughout the tour-
nament, the Gators, led by America’s 
favorite new player Joakim Noah, made 
opponents look helpless with their 
f lawless execution. The Gators were 
the champions of yet another boring 
Final Four. The men’s Final Four was 
even overshadowed by a far more excit-
ing women’s Final Four which saw the 
Maryland Lady Terps win an incredible 
overtime game over Duke. Despite the 
lack of dunks and athleticism, the lady’s 
games were far more exciting and full of 
drama than any of the men’s final three 
games. 
 Another 11 months is ahead before 
March Madness 2007. However, mil-
lions of fans around the country can’t 
wait to get a taste of what they witnessed 
the last month; basketball played at its 
highest and most exciting level. 

March Madness Keeps Students Glued to TV 
BY NEILL HESSINGER
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Lowerclassmen will look to fill 
shoes of Senior stars such as Greg  
Stamas (right) and Chris Rockwell 
(Photo Courtesy of Cynosure).

Memphis vs. UCLA game in the Elite Eight, one of the many March 
Madness games watched by Gilman students (Photo courtesy of Vaca-
tiontime at flickr.com)


