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 Saint Ignatius Loyola Academy 
started out as a church on August 15, 
1856.  Its story intersects with Gilman 
and with Baltimore much later, when 
Reverend William J Watters left his 
post with Jesuits in Nigeria to come to 
Baltimore and try and make a differ-
ence in the lives of the city’s inhabit-
ants. Saint Ignatius used as its model a 
Jesuit school in New York known as The 
Nativity in order to develop itself into a 
school for inner city children. In 1993, 
the Jesuit school branch of the Saint 
Ignatius church opened.  
 Mr. Jeffrey Sindler was appointed 
to be the Headmaster of Saint Ignatius 
Loyola Academy around the time that 
the school was opened. He explains that 
as a young man the task of leading a 
school full of inner city kids proved to 
be very difficult, but he stepped up to 
his newfound role and took the position. 
A former teacher at McDonogh School, 
he already had experience in the field 
of education.  Indeed, because of his 
rough childhood, taking a career as an 
educator had long been a dream of his. 
He talks about how his household wasn’t 
very functional, which forced him to 
use school as a safe haven. His teachers 
were young and energetic, giving him 
a feeling of joy at being around them 
– a much different feeling than what he 
knew at home. Ever since he first real-
ized his love for school, he had wanted 
to give other kids the opportunity to 

Gilman Gives Own Spin to St. Ignatius Story 
have the same joyful feeling he had 
experienced. 
 As a teacher, Mr. Sindler had always 
wanted to start a school of his own but 
had never had the chance.  After hearing 
from a friend that there was an opening 
for a headmaster position at the newly 
established Saint Ignatius, he jumped 
at the job.  “Saint Ignatius gave me 
the chance to make my own impact on 
trying to improve the status of educa-
tion…let alone the city,” he said.
 Saint Ignatius has flourished into 
what now is being recognized as a 
school of excellence by many different 
programs including A.I.M.S. With the 
help of Mr. Sindler, Saint Ignatius has 
also become a safe haven for many inner 
city kids who, without such a school, 
would never have had the chance at such 
a fine education. 
Because Saint Ignatius is a relatively 
small and unknown school, there aren’t 
very many teachers raring to work 
there. Mr. Sindler helped this situation 
by increasing the pay and the benefits 
in order to help attract employees and 
educators. 
In looking for students at the school, 
Saint Ignatius looks for students who 
have five main qualities.   First, the 
child’s family must draw a low to moder-
ate income.  Second, the student must 
be motivated to do good work and to 
succeed in life.  Third, the student must 
be well-behaved and respectful. The 

BY RAY BROUGHTON

Students hit the books at Baltimore’s St. Ignatius School.  Graduates 
currently at Gilman include Ray Broughton, Jeffrey Hardy, Omar 
Brown, and Abe Attenoukhen.  (Photo by Ray Broughton)

fourth and fifth qualities are simply that 
the parents of the student are willing to 
cooperate with the school’s mission and 
act accordingly with the teachers, and 
that the student resides in the city. 
“[Helping out kids that fit these quali-
ties] makes me happy and proud, “ says 
Mr. Sindler. Although he himself has 
taught the students many things, it is 

the children who could be said to have 
been the primary educators.   Certainly, 
they have taught him a thing or two.  
He has learned how inner city kids 
– the majority of whom are African-
American – live their lives, and how the 

continued on page 4

A Band Named Buster’s Luck.
 Why?  “Whenever we practice, Buster 
plops himself right in the middle of the 
band,” Mr. Jacobs says.  Buster is his 
dog.  And the ‘luck’ part?  “When my 
kids played baseball, they would pet 
Buster for good luck before they went up 
to bat.”  Mr. Jacobs’ band, newly chris-
tened “Buster’s Luck,” has been playing 
together for two years.  The musicians 
play mostly jazz and Latin jazz,  a style 
found in Central and South America.  
Mr. Jacobs plays guitar and the band 
includes a drummer, piano, bass, and 
vocalist.  The lead singer, who happens 
to be Mr. Carey’s wife, will be returning 
to the band in a while after the birth of 
her second son on February 15th.  
 Mr. Jacobs had his musical start early 
even though neither of his parents was a 
musician.  His brother, however, shared 
his interest in music.  “My brother was a 
drummer.  I played guitar and together, 
we’d play at dances in high school.  That 
was before DJs,” Mr. Jacobs says with a 
laugh.  He started playing guitar when 
he was fourteen years old and has kept 
with it ever since.  
 As a teenager, Mr. Jacobs was inter-
ested in rock, but his tastes later evolved 
towards a more jazzy genre.  “Like kids 
today, you start being attracted by rock.  
But I looked at my favorite artists and 
found their favorite artists,” he says.  By 

working backwards, he found that jazz 
was at the root of all his favorite music.  
Naturally, this type of music was attrac-
tive to Mr. Jacobs, and he welcomed it 
with open arms.  
 Mr. Jacobs and his band perform 
two or three times each month around 
the Baltimore area.  They have played 
at the Midtown Yacht Club and Gigi, 
a downtown café on Charles Street.  
Although he plays an electric guitar for 
performances, Mr. Jacobs uses a guitar 
with nylon strings when he practices.  
They will not perform as often now 
because of Mrs. Carey’s new baby, but 
they expect to begin again when she is 
ready.  

Gilman Coffee House a Success
 On the evening of February 4th, Gil-
man’s 2nd ever coffeehouse took place 
in Centennial Hall. Wrestling mats 
covered the stage to prevent marking, 
and chairs were pushed to the left side 
of the room. More than 150 students 
came out to witness the talents of their 
fellow classmates and enjoy the fruits of 
the night’s theme, Edible Art. The cof-
feehouse, organized by Austin Redwood 
’06, Richard Lenz ’07, and Howie Fisher 
’06, featured 11 acts, selected for their 
diversity and talent among the Gilman 
student body. The performances most 
notably featured violinist Ryan Lee ‘08 
with a repeat of his December Music 

Assembly performance, and Richard 
Lenz and Sarah Zlotowitz (BMS ’07)’s 
performance of David Ives’ one act 
comedy, ‘Sure Thing.’ Other musical 
performances included Billy Mat-
thews ’06 with John Williams ’06, Sam 
Deford ’07, and bands from the Gilman 
community including Modus, James 
Miller and Hugh McCormick ’08, and 
a multi-media performance by Duncan 
Moore, John Prevas, and Sam Deford 
’07. The proceeds totaled more than 
$300, which will go to benefit similar 
events in the future. The next Gilman 
Coffeehouse will take place on Saturday, 
April 29 at 7 PM in Centennial Hall. 
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Observations and Opinion: An Editor Reports from the Olympics

 This February the eyes of the world 
converged on the city of Turin (or 
“Torino” as the Italians call it) for the 
XX Winter Olympiad.  My family trav-
eled to the Piedmont city in order to 
get a true feel for the internationality 
of the event.  What I saw demonstrated 
to me the differences between the ways 
Americans and Europeans treat sport-
ing events.
 The first thing I noticed - the inten-
sification of security for the games 
- actually seemed rather familiar to 
my American eyes.  Although we had 
already gone through security at Dulles 
International Airport prior to our 
departure, my family had to proceed 
once again through metal detectors 
immediately upon arrival in Amster-
dam, our lay-over city.  Then, in Italy, a 
nation that typically worries relatively 

little about security, we saw police and 
army units in every square and many 
streets.  Also, we had to pass through 
metal detectors - as if we were board-
ing an airplane - before going into any 
stadium or the Sponsor Village.  In this 
respect, Italy and Europe treated the 
security threat Olympics with the same 
intense precaution that one would find 
in the United States for events, such as 
the Super Bowl.
 Also similar were some of the fanfare 
aspects that accompanied the games.  
Within the Sponsor Village, visitors 
could learn about the Olympics, ice 
skate, or view new products by com-
panies such as General Electric, FIAT 
(which is based in Turin), and Samsung.  
Also, while walking in the streets, I 
encountered Italian marching bands.  
By the look on some of the residents’ 

faces, marching bands were a foreign 
concept to Italians, only brought to 
Torino for the Olympics.  More remi-
niscent of American sports were the 
cheerleaders at the hockey matches.  
This concept also did not seem quite 
so normal in Italy, as the young ladies 
seemed to have little idea of what they 
were to be doing.
 Markedly different is the manner 
in which the Olympics are presented 
in the States as compared to how they 
are shown in Europe.  While watch-
ing NBC, it is rare that one will see an 
event, be it snowboarding, the luge, or 
figure skating, without a sentimental 
“human-interest story” that is shown 
so that viewers don’t have to deal with 
the boredom of watching athletes who 
are not American or in medal conten-
tion.  By way of contrast, the Euro-
pean networks, such as EuroSport (a 
German/English network similar to 
ESPN) just showed the events and gave 
commentary on the event.  It is as if 
they trusted that their audiences would 
be interested in the sport for its own 
excitement and beauty, and not for its 
sentimental ‘Hollywood’ value.  Even 
the French refrained from drawing on 
frilly emotional material.  Furthermore, 
NBC was the only network throughout 
the world to build a makeshift studio 
in a piazza, or square.  Cynical Olym-
pic fans renamed the Piazza San Carlo, 
‘Piazza Katie Couric.’
 The soft presentation may be one 
reason why NBC’s ratings for the Olym-
pics are at surprising lows.  There are 
other suggestions, though, as to why 
Americans are not tuning into the 
Olympics as much as the rest of the 
Western World.  NBC certainly faces 
great competition from ABC’s Grey’s 
Anatomy and Fox’s American Idol, two 
programs receiving extremely high rat-
ings. Also, the internet and other news 
programs seem to be bombarding us 
with results before they are aired hours 
later, thereby rendering it almost point-
less to watch the whole event.  Another 
suggestion is that interest has dis-
sipated because Americans, including 
skier Bode Miller, are not faring as well 
this year as they did in Salt Lake City 
four years ago.  Nonetheless, according 
to CNN, Americans have garnered more 
medals at this Olympiad than at any 
other outside the U.S.  That fact alone 

has not been enough to keep Americans 
from doing other things while Europe 
watches the world’s greatest athletes 
compete for gold.
 Another interesting dif ference 
between American and European 
sports culture is how we root for our 
teams.  During a hockey match I 
attended between Russia and Latvia, 
the fans were amazingly loud and 
energetic.  Some of the Latvians even 
brought drums (louder than those that 
one hears at Gilman games) and giant 
flags that they put over an entire sec-
tion after every goal.  Although Russia 
crushed the Latvian squad 9-2, the 
energy and spirit remained.  On my 
left the Latvians cheered “LAT-VI-A,” 
while on my right I heard “ROSH-I-A” 
incessantly until the end of the match.  
One thing that many Americans might 
find somewhat surprising: I did not see 
many beers in my section.  The Latvians 
and Russians were able to be enthusi-
astic without being drunk.  The passion 
for their sport and nation lay deeply 
in their hearts, and they did not need 
alcohol to express that sentiment.
 During the second game I went to 
between Team USA and Sweden, how-
ever, alcohol was prevalent throughout 
my section.  The Americans on my 
right did not cheer as the Latvians or 
Russians had.  Rather, they boasted 
that they had each tossed back seven 
beers and then complained about the 
poor quality of the American team’s 
play.  Although the game itself was 
exciting in spite of Team USA’s 2-1 loss, 
the atmosphere was boring.  I did not 
feel the same emotion and spirit I had 
felt while Latvia and Russia were on the 
ice.  The Swedes were certainly adamant 
about their team, but the Americans just 
seemed to be somewhat apathetic.  It 
was quite a sad testament to our image 
around the world.
 As the Olympics come to a close this 
year, and we await the 2008 summer 
Olympiad in Beijing, China, we ought 
to take a retrospective look before once 
again taking the international stage.  Do 
we really need our broadcasters and 
human interest experts and video-clip 
men to make the Olympics more dra-
matic, and even then, are we still more 
interested in a romantic stories than 
our own citizens?  Have we lost the true 
passion for sports?

-BMH  

The Piazza San Carlo, the Torino square where NBC’s Today Show put 
together its studio, driving cynical Italians to rename the site “Piazza 
Katie Couric.”  (Photo by Brandon Hammer)

Hockey fans pack an Olympic venue.  The Italian cheerleaders in the 
middle ground came with their pom-poms and costumes, but seemed 
otherwise confused about their role.  (Photo by Brandon Hammer)
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 Valhalla.  According to the Webster’s 
English dictionary, in Norse myth, 
Valhalla is the hall of immortality 
into which the souls of heroes slain in 
battle are received.  Who knows that off 
the top of their head?  It is very prob-
able that Mr. Webster himself would 
have to break out his own dictionary 
if asked point blank what Valhalla is.  
Therefore, it is probably a good thing 
that on January 21st, the Gilman It’s 
Academic squad had Will Shikani and 
not Daniel Webster sitting under the 
bright lights.  
 Although the first-round perfor-
mance of the Gilman It’s Academic trio 
of seniors John Allenbach, Captain Sam 
Novey, and Will Shikani will not get 
them inducted into Valhalla, it was good 
enough to earn a second appearance on 
the show which will be taped on April 
1st.  Facing Linganore, a large public 
school near Frederick, and Oldfields, 
a small Baltimore County girls’ board-
ing school, the Greyhounds got off to a 
good start, jumping out to an early lead 
in the first round with a flurry of quick 
buzzerwork from Captain Novey.   The 
second round consisted of a packet of 
eight questions of increasing difficulty.  
If a team got all eight right, they would 
get a fifty point bonus.  Gilman flew 
through the first seven questions.  If 
Gilman could get the final question, 
and the bonus, the lead would be out of 
reach.  But the question asked, “What 
legal code made by a 6th century Byzan-
tine emperor is the basis for many of the 
legal systems of modern Europe?”  The 
Hounds were stumped.  After several 
seconds of indecision, Novey solemnly 
announced to the host that the team 
had “no answer.”  Luckily for the Grey-
hounds, though, the other teams did 
similarly to Gilman and left the margin 
where it was after round one. (By the 
way, it was Justinian’s code)
 Gilman had left the door open a 
crack and while Oldfields failed to take 
advantage, the  Linganore team leaped 
through that door in round three.  They 

capitalized on several quick buzzer 
opportunities, and Gilman lost twenty 
points when Novey blurted out Wales 
in response to a question regarding the 
coat of arms displayed on the screen 
without conferring with Allenbach and 
Shikani, who both knew that this coat 
of arms obviously belonged to Andorra, 
a small nation-state on the border 
between France and Spain.  The Gilman 
lead shrank to 430-410 going into the 
final high stakes round, in which each 
question was worth either 20 or 30 
points.
 Linganore got the first question right 
of this round correct to pull even and 
it looked as if victory might slip the 
from the Greyhounds’ formerly mighty 
grasp.  The first three words of the next 
question were “In Norse mythology” 
and most of the contestants drew back 

from their buzzers, as they knew little 
or nothing about Norse mythology and 
doubted that anybody else on the show 
did.  Allenbach and Novey gasped in 
surprise as a light on the Gilman table 
lit up signaling that a Greyhound had 
rung in.  They looked in astonishment 
to their right at Will Shikani who con-
fidently leaned forward and announced 
“Valhalla!”  The host exclaimed “Cor-
rect!” and Gilman reclaimed the lead.  
On the next question, Allenbach drew 
on six years of experience in the Gilman 
Latin program to correctly answer 
“Cicero!” to a query about Latin litera-
ture.  Linganore then got desperate and 
answered the next question incorrectly 
giving Gilman an insurmountable 60 
point lead.
 The future looks bright as Gilman’s 

It’s Academic team heads into its April 
1st match, but it is even brighter if one 
looks to next year and beyond.  Under 
the tutelage of first year faculty advisor 
Dr. Michael Kelly, It’s Academic has 
been revived from sparsely attended 
meetings to regular weekly meetings 
that usually draw 10-15 members.  Sit-
ting in the stands at the taping, joining 
alternates Kenny Gruen, Aaron Jordan 
and Christian Flow, were freshman Eli 
Khan, Stephen Demos, Sahaan Sozha-
mannan, Harry Rudo, Sam Winters 
and Jon Eppler.  With the leadership 
of juniors Kenny Gruen and David 
Weckesser, and sophomores Ben Jarso 
and Aaron Jordan, It’s Academic looks 
to continue its winning ways next 
season even if it doesn’t achieve Norse 
immortality.
 

 It’s Academic Team Earns Second Appearance 
Opportunity

BY NEWS STAFF

Gilman’s starting lignup of seniors, from left to right, Will Shikani, Sam Novey, and John Allenbach beat 
opponents Linganore and Oldfields to earn a a second appearance on April 1st.  (Photo courtesy of CBS)

Quick Interest: Reading to Succeed
 Reading is an integral part of the 
Gilman experience.  Ranging from one 
to two chapters as a freshman to over 
100 pages as a senior or junior, Gilman 
students are required to read almost 
every night.  For some, it seems as 
though they need to read forever while 
others can completely “speed read” a 
five hundred page book in less than a 
week.  News correspondent Alex Hor-
mozi explores the science of reading. 
 
What happens when a person 
reads?
 
 When a person reads, their reading 
ability develops as well.  A child reads 
letter by letter, and then as we grow 
older we read words by word.  Then, 
we move onto reading blocks of words 
at a time.  You will notice that you are 
doing this as you are reading this very 
article.  We recognize familiar phrases 
by the way they look, if random words 
are placed together, it would take far 
more time to discern and ultimately 

understand.  As people read more and 
more, we learn and recognize the way 
more and more phrases look until we 
can practically read sentences in blocks 
of twos or threes, stopping our eyes once 
or twice per line. 
 
What slows a person down when 
reading?
 
 While doing research on the subject 
of speed reading, I saw some very eccen-
tric ideas yet the concepts which kept 
reoccurring were as follows:  Rereading 
the same line or phrase several times 
decreases one’s speed and comprehen-
sion because it essentially breaks the 
flow of the reading and takes up time.  
One key point that all sources made was 
that when many slow to average read-
ers read, they vocalize what they are 
reading (saying what they read silently 
in their head).  This restricts speed 
because one can only speak so fast 
inhibiting any notable improvement.
 

How can a person increase his or 
her reading speed?
 
 Every single source that I researched 
said that reading is just like anything 
else, it takes practice.  This may be good 
news or bad news.  For those of you who, 
like me, do not read and wanted a quick 
fix to a problem that has left many long 
reading assignments up to Sparknotes.
com, this is no doubt bad news.  For 
those of you who read a lot, and enjoy 
it, Congratulations!  However, reading 
this article was not a waste of time for 
those of you who did not notably feel 
your reading speed increase.  

Here are some exercises to 
increase speed:
 
 1) READ

 2) Keep the material that you are read-
ing a good distance from your eyes so 
that you can see the bigger picture and 
read in bigger blocks, increasing your 

speed
 
 3) Cover up things with a piece of paper 
once you have read them, decreasing 
re-reads

 4) Carry your eyes down the center of 
a page trying to absorb as many key 
points and ideas as you can

 5)Try to develop a ‘hopping’ motion 
with your eyes when reading, stopping 
your eyes perhaps once or twice per line, 
this forces you to increase the blocks of 
words that you read
 
These were the most useful tips that 
could be found after scouring the 
internet and calling or interview-
ing many high-level readers. Thank 
you to, Mr.McGill,speedreading.com, 
readfaster.com, english.glendale.edu. 
for dedicating time and information, 
without which, this article could not 
have been written.
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parents of such children relate to their 
sons. He learned that not every parent 
agrees with what the school is trying 
to do to their kids but most of them do. 
Learning things like these, Mr. Sindler 
has only been able to accomplish more,  
using his newfound knowledge to his 
advantage.

  What is it, precisely, that the school 
– and Mr. Sindler himself - are trying 
to do?  The focus is on trying to teach 
students one core principle that they 
can carry with them throughout their 
entire lives. This principle is to be 
“men/persons for others.”  Because this 
simple mantra is a cornerstone of the 
school, the students are always work-
ing to better understand it, learning 

different ways to accept responsibility 
in their lives and to help others at the 
same time.  The students can apply what 
they have learned to almost every career 
choice or relationship in their future 
lives; whether they are called to be good 
fathers, businessmen, or simply leaders 
in general. 
 Saint Ignatius has created many 
opportunities for its graduates to suc-
ceed in life after leaving the school.  
The classes of 2002-2005 include 91 
students who all attend a high school.  
73 (80.2%) of these students attend 
private/selective schools, and 18 (19.8%) 
currently attend public schools. Overall 
99% of Saint Ignatius graduates have 
gone on to graduate from high school 
or to receive their GED.  This statistic 
is even more impressive when com-
pared to Baltimore City’s graduation 

rate of only 47%.   As far as college and 
careers, the classes of 1996-2001 have 
seen 111 students make great lives for 
themselves. 92 (82.9%) are currently 
enrolled/graduated from college, 2 
(1.8%) are in the military, and 17 (15.3%) 
are currently employed. One among this 
latter category is Justin Smith, who at 
only twenty years of age has his own 
real estate business and is bringing in 
a six-figure income each year. 
 In sum, Saint Ignatius Loyola Acad-
emy has obviously proved to be a school 
that knows what it is about and helps 
its students to learn the necessities of 
life along with some important moral 
messages.  Kids who live in some of 
the worst neighborhoods in the city 
are given the chance to receive a qual-
ity education, which continues to pay 
dividends for years thereafter.  This 

fact is evident even on the north end of 
Roland Avenue.  Some Gilman Students 
that have graduated from Saint Ignatius 
Loyola Academy are Jeffrey Hardy, 
Omar Brown, Abraham Attenoukon 
and his younger brother, as well as me. 
Marlon White and Enoch Attenoukon 
have graduated from both Saint Igna-
tius and Gilman School and have gone 
on to attend Morehouse College and the 
University of Maryland, respectively.  
All these students, to a greater or lesser 
degree, have St. Ignatius to thank for 
their current good fortune.  Here’s 
hoping that the small but effective 
school keeps doing what it does best: 
making men for others.

Saint Ignatius Loyola Academy’s cafeteria shows their Gilman spirit, as 
their wall bears the Greyhound’s flag. (Photo by Ray Broughton)

St. Ignatius Shares Mission with Gilman:  
“Making Men for Others”

continued from page 1

Students form a line in the hallway.  Discipline is stressed at St. Ignatius 
as a crucial component of the school’s message.  (Photo by R. Broughton)

Spring Play Preview: “As You Like It”

 Over the past few weeks, 29 of the 
Tri-School Communiy’s finest actors 
have been hard at work preparing their 
production of “As You Like It.”  
 “As You Like It” is regarded as one of 
Shakespeare’s greatest comedies.   John 
Prevas agrees exclaiming, “It’s Shake-
speare at its best!” The play is filled  with 
humor, romance, and deception. Mr. 
Himelfarb, Gilman’s winter play direc-
tor, describes “As You Like It” as “An 
episode of 24 without Keifer Sutherland 
or tear gas.”  
 The play seeks to characterize 
love through various mediums.  For 
instance, what is the difference between 
unadulterated lust and fraternal affec-
tion?  These motifs are revealed through 
Rosalind’s (a princess played by Miranda 
Hall) exploits through the forest.  After 
being banished from her uncle’s castle, 
Rosalind and her coterie return to a 
more primitive lifestyle of the woods.  
Throughout their journey, they fall in 
love, fight, and meet a series of witty, 
insane and sometimes cynical charac-
ters.
 When asked to describe his cast, 

Himelfarb says, “These guys have the 
most all-around talent of any of my 
past plays.  They’ve been working so 
hard, too.”  In agreement, Nicky Parlato, 
who plays a myopic, drunken priest, 
estimated that some of the chief actors 
have put more than 40 hours into the 
production.   
 One distinctive quality of Himelfarb 
as a director is his belief that Shake-
spearean scripts actually encourage 
stage improvisation.  This allows for 
crowd interaction, giving the play a 
more relaxed feel.  According to Rich-
ard Lenz, this production has a large 
“comedic splash-zone,” for the audience.  
However, so as to not ward off crowds, 
he was quick to add, “But nobody gets 
wet.”   
 The play opens the night of March 
3rd, followed by a nighttime show on 
4th, and concludes with a matinee on 
the 5th.  The play includes original 
music written and composed by Matt 
Craig.  Lastly, Himelfarb stressed, 
“These kids deserve sell-out crowds.  
There’s great music, Prevas wears a 
dress, and 24 isn’t on any of those 
nights!”

BY KEVIN NIPARKO

Richard Lenz ‘07 and Miranda Hall BMS ‘07, rehearse their parts as 
Orlando and Rosalind respectively in Gilman’s Centennial Hall.  (Photo 
by Luci Cohen)
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 Recent Films, A Student’s Perspective 

 What makes Syriana such a distinct 
and unique film is its ability to be 
incredibly political while never actu-
ally pointing a finger at any one person 
or group, but instead laying the blame 
at everyone’s feet. Writer-director 
Gaghan’s film tells an intertwining tale 
of CIA bureaucracy, Islamic terrorism, 
and the corrupt international business 
relations of the American Oil industry. 
The film’s plot and structure are both 
extremely complex, and it leaves many 
viewers confused about exactly what 
happened after the movie has ended. 
 But what many criticize as a movie 
that is too difficult to follow, is actually 
a structure which not only forces the 
viewer to pay attention, but one which 
is fitting for a film about multifaceted 
and secretive international affairs and 
actions. After all, why should the audi-
ence know everything when the char-
acters in the film are lost and trying to 
figure out what is going on themselves? 
But while the plot and direction keep 

us interested and attentive, the perfor-
mances of a great ensemble cast brings 
the film and its incredibly relevant story 
to life. 
 In the midst of many great perfor-
mances by excellent actors who are 
reduced to supporting roles, George 
Clooney shines as Bob Barnes, an aging 
CIA man who is annoyed and angry at 
administrative red tape and the unin-
formed opinions of his superiors. Even 
Clooney’s role is not much more than 
a supporting one, but of all the actors 
in the film, he makes the most lasting 
impression.
 Gaghan has crafted a film which 
not only inspects the interconnections 
between oil, terrorism, idealism, and 
political corruption, but one which 
also presents characters which we are 
bound to empathize with yet loath as 
well. Because in this world, no character 
comes away truly clean.

Score:  (4/4)

BY ZACH PARKINSON

 Peter Jackson, the director of the 
Lord of the Rings Trilogy, has remade 
and reimagined the classic 1933 film, 
and the result is not only fairly good, but 
fairly long as well. Jackson has claimed 
that the original Kong is what made him 
want to become a director in the first 
place, and his infatuation with the story 
can be seen in the three-hour run time, 
as well as clever references to the earlier 
film. 
 The movie itself brings back the 
familiar plot of a film crew headed by 
director Carl Denham (Jack Black in 
a surprisingly satisfactory dramatic 
performance) that discovers the world’s 
biggest ape while on a spectacular 
uncharted island. The film’s blond 
female star (Naomi Watts) is kidnapped 
by the great ape, and both seem to 
develop an odd sort of relationship 
which most would call a romantic one 
if one half of it was not an primate. 
Adrien Brody also comes along as the 
film’s writer Jack Driscoll, who tries to 
play hero after Watts is kidnapped. But 
while the basic plot is back, Jackson 
uses CGI to his advantage in order to 
make the island and its creatures that 

much more eye-popping.
 The film’s length is probably the only 
significant drawback. Much of what 
happens on the island is unnecessary 
to the plot, but because it’s entertaining, 
the audience will probably be willing to 
put up with it. And despite the fact that 
because of the length, the film drags in 
the middle, it succeeds all around as 
one of those Hollywood epics that seem 
to win us over simply because of how 
engrossing and breathtaking it is. Jack-
son has a particular accomplishment 
in bringing 1930s Manhattan to life at 
the beginning and end of the film. The 
film’s best accomplishment however, 
is in making the relationship between 
Watts and the giant ape a legitimate one, 
which does not seem creepy like it has 
the potential to, but instead makes us 
sympathetic towards the great animal. 
So despite the lengthy middle part of the 
film, audiences will be rewarded with 
not only a great popcorn flick, but also 
one that will surprisingly stay with you 
long after you have left the theater. 

Score: (3/4)

Syriana
Directed by Stephan Gaghan

King Kong
Directed by Peter Jackson

Movie banner courtesy of Warner Brothers. Movie banner courtesy of Universal Studios. 
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Photo Feature: Gilman Intramural Basketball 

Clockwise from top left: Sean Price ‘06 drives on Andrew Chil-
coat ‘06; point guard Price surveys the court as capacity crowd 
looks on; Greg Stamas ‘06 brings the ball up the court; Richard 
Gamper ‘06 looks for the skip pass (Photos by Ryan Fackler)
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Spring Previews: Tennis, Baseball

 With the stretches of cold weather, 
and even a bit of snow, it may be hard 
to think that baseball is right around 
the corner.  Spring is coming, and with 
it the start of the 2006 baseball season, 
which means warm, sunny days on the 
diamond (or cold, windy, rainy days, but 
we like to stay optimistic). This year, the 
players will be greeted with the prospect 
of building off an excellent 2005 season 
that saw good defense, crisp hitting, and 
prime pitching add up to equal a season 
of a caliber not seen in recent years.

2005 Season:

 The 2005 Varsity team (Dr. Marty 
Meloy, head coach), finished 16-9, 15-6 
in the league, and made the playoffs for 
the first time since 1998.  After losing 
three straight early, they went on a tear, 
winning 14 of their final 18 regular-
season games. Highlights included an 
11-5 victory over Spalding, 5-1 win over 
St. Paul’s and two wins over Curley.  As 
a result, the team made the playoffs and 
gained home-field advantage. However, 
a 9-6 loss to Curley and a 3-2 loss to 
Spalding in the double-elimination 
playoffs ended the Greyhounds’ season. 
The season was a huge improvement 
from the 8-12, and 6-12 seasons the 
previous two years.  

Players to Watch:

 Some of David Weckesser’s greatest 
moments last year were a 4-hit shutout 
in a 10-0 victory over McDonogh, and 
a 1-hitter, in a 4-1 victory over Mt. St. 
Joseph. A junior, he should be a main-
stay in this year’s rotation, along with 
the likes of left-hander Marco Simmons. 
The pitchers hope to look forward 
to stellar defense behind them from 
infielders Tim Rappazzo and Reggie 
Fugett. Last year’s infield turned more 
double plays at the halfway point last 
year than in all of the 2004 season.

2006 Season:

 This year, the team hopes to ride the 
success of the previous season. Thirteen 
members of last year’s team played 
summer baseball with each other, and 
the nine of the thirteen that return this 
year, including Andrew Chilcoat and 
Austin McKissock, hope to benefit from 
the extended playing time. Senior Will 
Frew agrees, mentioning that the team 
is “returning a lot of players that work 
well together,” and that the team “can 
go deep into the playoffs.” The first step 
towards this goal is the season opener, 
against Boys’ Latin on March 16.  

BY DAVID JIANG

Varsity Tennis Varsity Baseball

Tim Rappazzo ‘06 digs in against McDonogh.  Like last year, the team 
will greatly depend on his leadership at the plate and in the field at 
shortstop (Photo courtesy of Cynosure).    

 Gilman athletics had a very success-
ful winter season so it is tough to think 
about moving on from some of the swim 
team’s records, the track team’s success, 
or having to wait a full year until the 
next exhilarating Greyhounds hockey 
or basketball game.  The spring season, 
however, has much of its own anticipa-
tion and should be filled with the same 
excitement and success.  Among the 
talent filled spring teams, tennis stands 
out as one of the teams with the most 
promise.

2005 Season:
 Marked by constant domination in 
the MIAA Varsity A conference, the 
team only suffered one loss and fell 
short to McDonogh in the champion-
ships.  They ended with a 7 and 1 record.  
Highlights of the season included a 
3-2 victory in a tight semi-final match 
against Loyola and the team’s top two 
seeds, Chris Mason ’06 and Zach Gorn 
’07, being named to the 2005 A confer-
ence All-MIAA team.  

Players to Watch:
Junior Ted Kelley: After leaving 
Gilman for almost two years to take his 
game to the next level, Kelley returned 
this year as a junior and will no doubt 
be the team’s strongest weapon.  Look 
for him to dominate from his great 
serve and his excellent all-court play.

BY DAVID FINE

Senior Chris Mason:  Chris recorded 
yet another great season last year and 
has high hopes for this coming season.  
With great touch at the net, he is always 
a threat to opponents.

Junior Zach Gorn: Second seed last 
year as just a sophomore, Gorn recorded 
an undefeated season.  He will look to 
continue his commanding play in the 
2006 season.  Look for Zach to use his 
great court coverage and all-court play 
to repeat his success from last year.

Freshman John Kelley: Ted’s 
younger brother, John will likely play 
number one doubles this year.  As a 
strong baseline player, it will be exciting 
to see what he can do on his first year 
on Varsity.  

2006 Season:
With the additions of Ted and John 
Kelley to an already strong team, this 
year the group will definitely have its 
sights on the championship.  Having 
standout players filling each seed, the 
team will be tough to beat.  Putting 
together all the individual strengths 
including the all-court play of Zach 
Gorn and Ted Kelley, the nice touch at 
the net of Chris Mason, and the overall 
speed and power of all the players, the 
team is looking very good entering the 
2006 MIAA A conference season.  

Ted Kelley ‘07, who returned to Gilman this year after spending almost 
two years working on taking his game to the next level, winds up for 
a serve.  He and his powerful serve will lead the team this year (Photo 
courtesy of Ted Kelly).

Lunches for the Homeless

Wednesdays, 6:00 in Middle 
School Cafeteria

Monetary donations and/or 
bread to Mr. Vishio
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 With winter winding down and the 
early signs of spring appearing, one 
thought dominates the minds of many 
Gilman students and faculty: lax. Even 
now, several laxers can be seen on the 
turf running drills and practicing after 
school. As usual, expectations for this 
year’s varsity team are high. 

2005 Season: The 2005 season was 
the first under varsity coach Mr. Brooks 
Matthews. Last year, in their transition 
season, Gilman went 6-4 in the MIAA 
“A” conference, finishing in 6th place. 
However, their dreams of a champion-
ship fell short, as the team lost in the first 
round of the playoffs. Nonetheless, the 
varsity squad expects to improve upon 
last season and make another drive for 
an “A” conference championship. With 
a horde of senior leadership and a solid 
crop of underclassmen, the goal of a 
championship is very realistic.

Players to Watch: 
The Carroll Twins (Midfield): 
Both four year varsity players, the abili-
ties of seniors Brian and Kevin Carroll 
are no secret. Throughout the MIAA, 
the brothers are considered among the 
top players in the league. Both intend 
to play Division I college lacrosse next 
season, and together they create a deadly 
tandem for opposing defenses. Together, 
the brothers can both accomplish their 
own goals and create opportunities for 
others. “Both of them are quick, strong, 
and versatile,” says fellow senior David 
Marshall (aka “Darshall”), “They can 
beat any defender they want. You have 
to devote your entire game plan to stop-
ping them. They’re the entire package.” 
Along with Marshall (who also hopes to 
play D1 lacrosse), the Carroll’s anchor an 
extremely strong Gilman midfield. 
  
Sam Chambers (Midfield): Last 
season, as a sophomore, Sam Chambers 
led the JV squad to a solid 9-4 season. 
Undoubtedly one of the best players on 
the team, Chambers led the squad both 

physically and mentally. At midfield, 
he topped the team in scoring, and his 
leadership kept his teammates together 
through thick and thin. Chambers, a 
junior, seems prepared to make the 
move up to varsity this season. “Some-
times last season it felt like he was a 
man among boys,” says teammate Mark 
Cleland, “He could elevate his game 
above that of his opponents.” However, 
some speculate that it is merely Cham-
bers’ flamboyant pink stick that gives 
him the edge on the field.
  
Ty Kimball (Attack/Midfield): 
According to fellow sophomore Kevin 
Niparko, Kimball has all the makings of 
a great laxer. “He’s just a fundamental 
player. He has it all: field awareness, 
tenacity, solid stick-work.” Kimball, a 
freshman on JV last season, has worked 
hard during the off-season to fill in the 
holes in his game. According to several 
laxers, Kimball, naturally right handed, 
has greatly improved his left hand. This 
new talent will prove invaluable to Kim-
ball in his quest to become a dominant 
offensive force. One of the most physi-
cal players around, Kimball plays with 
an aggressive, all out style. His newly 
touted skills will certainly provide Kim-
ball with the tools needed if he wishes 
to play on the Varsity level. 

2006 Season: Already, the Gilman 
varsity looks like a very tough team to 
beat. The depth and flexibility at mid-
field should lay the groundwork for goal-
scoring opportunities. Furthermore, the 
squad possesses an incredible amount 
of senior leadership. In addition to the 
Carrolls and Marshall, the team has a 
host of veteran seniors, including Grif 
Shay, Barney Ehrmann, Will Keigler, 
Sean Murphy, Zach Bradley, and Peter 
Rogers. Under the strong leadership of 
these seniors, Gilman looks like a force 
to be reckoned with this season in the 
MIAA “A” Conference.

2005 Season:
Riding stellar performances by now-
graduated senior leaders Tauren Kag-
wima, Justin Gayles, Ty Ruff, Travis 
Hale, and Ben Small among others, the 
Gilman team won the outdoor champi-
onship in 2005.  One of the centerpieces 
of the squad was the 4x800 team, which 
took first at championships, posting a 
time of 8:15 and capping a season that 
also included an appearance at the 
illustrious Penn Relays.  Only senior 
Jude Chiy currently remains from the 
final version of that relay team, but 
there are those who figure to pick up 
the slack, among them perhaps junior 
Jonathan Koch, who demonstrated an 
affinity for middle distance during the 
winter season.

Players to Watch: 
Sam Jackson: The MIAA champion 
this year in his first season of cross-
country, Jackson is poised for a peak 
performance this spring.  He finished 
second in the mile at last year’s cham-
pionship meet to the now-graduated 
McDonogh standout Tristram Thomas, 
and has only improved his conditioning 
in the interceding months.  After help-
ing to lead the winter track team to a 
second place finish at championships 
(finishing third in the mile, with a 4:37) 

Jackson is primed for the competition.

Khalil Uqdah: The senior pole vaulter 
finished the season with a somewhat 
disappointing second to Archbishop 
Curley rival Dominic Devaud, but he is 
well aware of his capacity to go higher 
than the 13’6” he managed at that meet, 
and will look to do so consistently 
during the spring season.  If last season 
is any indication, Uqdah will be in fine 
form for championships (he finished 
first in that event last year with a meet 
record jump of 14’3”).   

David Jablonski: The solidly built 
junior honed his mechanics during the 
winter season under shot put coach 
Craig Paquette and managed a heave 
of 43’8” at winter championships, good 
for third place in his event. 

2006 Season:
The 2006 Spring Track Team was 
scheduled to have its first meeting on 
Wednesday, January 22.  The message 
on the flyers distributed beforehand 
was simple: “you’ll know if you belong.”  
Coach Johnny Foreman is never without 
a sense of purpose in preparations, and 
despite the loss of several pivotal pieces 
of last year’s championship squad, there 
is no doubt what the team’s mission will 
be this year: championship defense.

Spring Previews: Golf, Track, Lacrosse
Varsity Track Varsity Lacrosse

Varsity Golf

Maxwell Brown ‘07  touches down for a landing in the long jump pit 
during the 2005 outdoor season. (Photo by Hahn Je)  

 The 2006 Gilman golf team has one 
thing on its collective conscience: win 
the championship. A 12-3 record in 
Coach Don Rogers’s first year returned 
the greyhounds to prominence, but last 
season ended in a heartbreaking 12-9 
loss to a senior-laden St. Paul’s team. 
Now with the talented ‘hounds a year 
older, they are hungry and determined 
to finish this season on their terms.
 Since that disappointing Saturday 
in May, the team has done nothing 
but prove its talent with an impressive 
summer record. Senior and number 
one golfer Chris Rockwell, who has 
decided to play at Vanderbilt next fall, 
won the Maryland State Junior Boy’s 
Championship in July and recorded a 
career-low round of 65 at an American 
Junior Golf Association (AJGA) event 
in August. Fellow senior and number 
two Greg Stamas, who will take his 
game to Princeton next fall, finished 
3rd in an International Junior Golf Tour 
event in South Carolina and fired a 69 
at an AJGA in Delaware. Sophomore 

Jason Frankel captured the 14-15 age 
group title at the Middle Atlantic Junior 
Boy’s Championship while classmate 
Matt Mighty scored a victory in his age 
group at the Maryland State Junior 
Boy’s Championship in a playoff over 
Frankel. Not to be outdone, sophomore 
Brad Miller recorded a tournament 
round of 67 in addition to his victory at 
the Jimmy Flattery Junior Tournament. 
As the advertising slogan for the PGA 
Tour says, “These Guys are Good”.
 Another important piece for Gilman 
is senior Billy Mathews. Though he 
does not play competitive golf in the 
summer, he is consistently a top player. 
In 2005, he finished the year as a very 
dependable #3 seed, and posted 8th in 
the MIAA Individual tournament. As 
a member of the Elkridge Club, Billy 
enjoys a home-field advantage that 
makes him the X-factor in this year’s 
team. Adding talented depth and eager 
to crack the top six will be junior Doug 
Williams, seniors Schuyler Matthai, 
John Black, and Peter Hawkins, and 

freshman Hunter Rief.
 The championship run will be far 
from easy. Gilman’s depth took a serious 
hit recently when Jason Frankel broke 
his leg in a skiing accident, ending his 
season before it even began. Figuring to 
challenge Gilman this year are Loyola 
and Mt. St. Joe. Last year, in fact, the 
Dons defeated Gilman 13.5-7.5 at Hunt 

Valley. St. Joe took Gilman to the wire 
twice last year, with the greyhounds 
narrowly escaping with a victory on 
their home turf. This year, however, 
they must travel to play St. Joe’s quirky 
home course, Rolling Road. And of 
course one can never count out defend-
ing champion St. Paul’s, even if they lost 
five of their top six to graduation.

Kevin Carroll ‘06 runs upfield during the 2005 season.  Carroll and his 
twin brother Brian figure to be integral parts of the 2006 team.  (Photo 
by Jonathan Koch)  
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