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 It’s 1:30 on a brisk Thursday after-
noon, and the starting running back for 
the Gilman football team, senior John 
Pagliaro, commonly known as “Pags”, 
resides in the Senior Trailer. In a room 
full of blaring music, loud air hockey 
games, and a number of other distrac-
tions, Pags sits in a corner of the trailer, 
away from the commotion, on a couch 
with his assignment for African Ameri-
can Literature: Native Son, by Richard 
Wright, working to get a good head 
start on the night’s reading. “I know 
I probably won’t do any of this when I 
get home from practice, so I might as 
well get started now.” For the past three 
years, Pagliaro has made large steps in 
his career at Gilman, particularly in 
the department of football, where he 
has made a name for himself as both 
a successful running back on offense 
and strong safety on defense. Though 
he has received a few accolades for his 
achievements, such as his selection for 
Super 22, an annual high school all-star 

game comprised of some of the area’s 
top players, it has not been an easy 
road to success for #30. But with his 
hard work mentality on the field and 
in the classroom, he has made many 
significant changes from his freshman 
year and molded himself into the fine 
student athlete he has become today.
 Born John Anthony Pagliaro III, Pags 
shares the name of his father, who also 
had success in athletics, playing for the 
Yale University Football team as an All-
American Running Back in 1976. Pags 
gives much credit to his father in help-
ing him become the player he is today, 
“Before games, my Dad and I usually 
watch game film of previous games; 
some common advice he gives me is to 
be patient with running with my block-
ers, and to keep my legs high and to be 
physical.” After losing two heartbreak-
ers: first to rivals Dematha 6-24, then to 
New Jersey powerhouse Bergen Catho-
lic 19-32, Gilman began to rebuild their 
image as the dominating football team 
in the area by pitching a 21-0 shut out 
against Georgetown Prep in Gilman’s 

Pagliaro Exemplifies Admirable Work Ethic 
On and Off the Football Field  

BY NETO OPARA

homecoming game. On that day, Pags 
broke out onto the scene, rushing for 
184 yards on 21 carries and scoring all 
three of Gilman’s touchdowns. “I felt a 
lot of pressure at the beginning of the 
season, being it is my senior year and 

my first year starting, but now that we 
are somewhat on a roll, I feel a lot more 
comfortable.”
 “I’ve seen the kid grow,” says Gilman 

Inside This Issue...
Features:  Students React to Elections (Page 3); 
Dressel Sparks Controversy  (Page 4); Gilman/
BMS Play and RPCS Musical Reviews (Cont. Page 
5); Thefts on Campus (Page 6).

Exclusives: Hardie Exchange Reflections (Page 2); 
New Track Regulations (Page 6).

Sports: Thanksgiving Football (Page 7); Football, 
Volleyball, XC Season Wraps (Pages 7-8). 

Continued on page 4

A Weekend for the Arts
Hard Work Pays Off: Jane Eyre 

Receives Standing “O”
Mr. Spragins Takes Annual 
9th/10th Grade Play in New 

Direction, Same Success
BY CONNOR LOUNSBURY

 Every November, the Tri-School 
community was treated to the annual 
9th-10th grade play, which was usually 
presented in either Bryn Mawr’s audi-
torium or Gilman’s Centennial Hall. 
This year, however, under Mr. Spragin’s 
direction, three one-act plays occurred 
in the place of a longer multi-act show, 
in the Black Box Theater in the Alumni 
Auditorium. Furthermore, two of these 
plays were directed by Gilman and Bryn 
Mawr students.
 Ryan Fackler ‘07 directed The Happy 

Journey to Trenton and Camden by 
Thornton Wilder, which followed a 
family preparing for a car trip to two 
towns in New Jersey. “I didn’t quite 
know what to expect when I agreed to 
take on THJTC as a first-time direc-
tor,” says Fackler, “but being able to see 
something you’ve been working so hard 
on for so long finally come to fruition is 
truly incredible.” Meanwhile, the other 
student director, Bryn Mawr’s Wren 
Andrews, gave life to her interpretation 
of Tennessee William’s This House Is 

Continued on page 5

BY ZACH PARKINSON

Continued on page 5

 From my spot in the light booth, 
I was able to witness a spectacular, 
strong performance on opening night 
of Roland Park Country School’s pro-
duction of Jane Eyre. The combina-
tion of excellent actors and vocalists, 
superb costumes, backed up by a great 
production team and staff made RPCS’ 
production of Charlotte Bronte’s Jane 
Eyre no average high school production.  

Bronte’s book, adapted for the musical 
stage by Paul Gordon and John Caird, 
is not your typical light and cheery 
musical, but instead focuses on Jane’s 
life long fight for dignity, pride, and 
ultimately for love. The production’s 
musical score was extremely complex, 
but the cast members sang beautifully 
and, to the audience, never missed a 
note. Local musicians accompanied the 

John Pagliaro, who led the Greyhounds in rushing yardage as the start-
ing Tailback and played a crucial part in the defense as strong safety, 
blurs out his surroundings, focusing on the game(Photo by Neto Opara).

A few of Jane Eyre’s Cast members, including (left to right) lead, Taylor 
Eagan, Meg Bowen, and Taz George(Photo courtesy of Scott Susong).

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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Are We Our Brothers’ Keepers?
 Are we our brothers’ keepers?  Stu-
dents are reminded of this question 
each year when the school president 
reads the following passage from the 
Bible in our opening convocation:

And the Lord said unto Cain, 
Where is Abel thy brother? 
A nd he said, I know not: 
Am I my brother’s keeper? 
A nd he [God] said, What 
hast thou done? the voice 
of thy brother’s blood crieth 
unto me from the ground. 
-- Genesis 4: 9-10 

With the start of the school year and 
the subsequent wonders and concerns 
about classes and new teachers, do 
students pay attention to this reading?  
Does the student body comprehend the 
significance of this passage?  
 The annual repetition of this pas-
sage clearly evidences its importance 
to the Gilman mission.  Some of our 
core values are brotherhood and com-
munity service: taking responsibility 
for our classmates and friends as well as 
making a conscious effort to help in the 
greater community outside our Gilman 
relationships.  
 While this passage originated in the 
Bible, its recurrences through history 

are endless.  It surfaces in Shakespeare’s 
Henry V when the great king is rallying 
his troops for battle and declares that 
his comrades must fight together, as 
one: “We few, we happy few, we band 
of brothers;/ For he to-day that sheds 
his blood with me/ Shall be my brother; 
be he ne’er so vile.”  Shakespeare’s 
Henry speaks to his troops not as an 
aristocratic King, but rather, as a fellow 
man.  He declares 
that their actions 
bear much more 
weight than simply 
the fate of their 
individual lives.  
He disregards the 
individual and says 
they must fight for 
a greater cause – for their brothers, for 
their country.  
 The themes from the passage from 
Genesis and Henry’s speech are per-
tinent in our daily Gilman lives.  They 
have emerged during many recent 
occurrences in, but certainly not con-
fined to, the senior class.  The most 
recent of which presents a large bill 
for the class to pay.  The class of ’07 is 
struggling with the debate as to who 
should pay this bill and who should 

ultimately be held accountable.  It is 
first and foremost important that one 
be responsible for one’s own actions and 
in the ideal scenario, take individual 
responsibility for one’s mistakes.  It is 
my opinion that if this does not happen, 
there should be no further questioning.  
We must take responsibility as a class 
and work together toward raising the 
money.  We are a band of brothers in 

this together; how-
ever, many argue 
that we cannot be 
responsible for our 
brothers all the 
time and should 
not be punished 
as a whole in these 
cases.  And so, once 

a deed is done and people try to decide 
how to best deal with the repercussions, 
there is a fine line established between 
individual and group culpability.  Some 
of us question accepting punishment 
that was not individually ours.  When, 
if ever, does individual culpability 
supercede that of the group?  This is 
a question we must personally resolve 
amongst ourselves. 
 There are many levels of being one’s 
brother’s keeper.  As Gilman students, 

we must remember all of our brothers.  
We must be aware of each others’ well 
beings and opinions.  We can work 
toward being our brothers’ keeper and 
becoming a band of brothers; in so 
doing we need not allow our identities 
to become blurred into one.  We can be 
a group of unique individuals united in 
a common goal.  We must not let one 
group’s mentality prevail as the other’s 
is silenced.  We must not represent our 
school through the poor decisions of 
some.  We must stand up together to 
realize that we represent each other and 
reflect our whole community.  As Mr. 
Kirby stated “What one does reflects all.  
What happens to one happens to all.”   
 As the senior class is discovering, like 
many before them, to be one’s brother’s 
keeper is to fight with a double edged 
sword.  We run the risk of losing the 
individual voice, of easing individual 
responsibility, and of suppressing part 
of the group in obtrusive demonstra-
tion of the other part’s beliefs.  The 
true struggle lies in how a group works 
around these risks.  How much are the 
individual sacrifices worth the benefit of 
the group?  To what extent do we wish 
to live as our brothers’ keepers?

-DAF

“WE FEW, WE HAPPY 
FEW, WE BAND OF 

BROTHERS...”

As Application Deadline Approaches, James Griffin 
Reflects on ‘06 Hardie Exchange Experience

 As the prospective students from the 
Class of 2008 turn in their applications, 
this week marks the commencement of 
the 2006-2007 Hardie Exchange Pro-
gram.  Created by Gilman Alumni and 
former Gilman Parent Thomas Hardie, 
the Hardie Exchange allows one selected 
junior of the Gilman School, with one 
junior from RPCS, to spend three weeks 
at St. Edward’s, as well as two weeks 
with their host family, after the term 

ends.  These students are chosen by the 
respective school’s administrations, 
based on a panel interview and their 
essays, responding to the question, 
“What do you hope to get out of an 
exchange program to England?”  This 
year, Gilman School will have its new 
Hardie Exchange student nominated 
by Christmas Break, only three months 
before the arrival of the St. Edward’s 
selection.

 In late March, St. Edward’s par-
ticipant in the Hardie Anglo-American 
Grant arrives in America, preparing to 
immerse himself in Gilman.  On March 
23rd 2006, holding a sign in the interna-
tional terminal of Baltimore Washing-
ton International Airport, I encountered 
Gabriel Mynheer, my exchange partner, 
for the first time.  Through this initial 
stage in the Hardie experience, I viewed 
America through the eyes of a foreigner, 
visited sights I had neglected in the past, 
and developed a companionship with 
Gabriel; a bond grew stronger during my 
stay in England and continues today.   
 Two months after Gabriel departed 
from America, I landed in England as a 
foreigner, knowing only one student at 
St. Edward’s School.  During my term 
at St. Edward’s, I participated in classes 
that appealed to my interests.  Students 
at St. Edward’s take four courses a 
semester in subjects ranging from Geol-
ogy to Basic Drawing.  I tried to take full 
advantage of the opportunity, and chose 
an assorted collection of classes, some 
topics that I had previous experience in 
and others that were entirely fresh to 
me.  Through my history of art class, I 
viewed first hand the art and architec-
ture I had studied in AP history of art.  
While in my history and politics classes, 
I heard the British interpretation of key 
American events like Gettysburg and 
Watergate.  Furthermore, within these 
classes, I had the opportunity to visit 
both Wales and the Somme battlefields 
of France through class field trips.  
Meanwhile, outside of the classroom, St. 
Edward’s offered me the chance to try 
new, British-based sports.  Three days a 
week, I was able to dabble in unfamiliar 
sports ranging from cricket to rugby.  
Yet, American sports are still prevalent 
in England, as I practiced with their club 
basketball team (A little secret: If you 
can dribble and shoot, you could end up 
looking like Steve Nash).  
 Besides allowing me to study sub-
jects I had not pursued before and 
attempt sports that were foreign to me, 

the exchange gave me the opportunity 
to experience the culture of another 
nation firsthand.  From my encounters, 
the nickname “Little Britain” seems 
applicable for everyday life in the United 
Kingdom.  Instead of Hummers and 
other vast SUVs, compact “Smart” cars 
and Vespas line the streets.  Even the 
roads themselves were reduced, with 
most highways and city roads having 
only one or two lanes for traffic.  Ironi-
cally, though, it was always these tiny 
roads that led to massive architectural 
structures like Blenheim Palace  or Mor-
timer College of Oxford University.
 Yet, amidst the vast cathedrals and 
crowded cities that make England 
unique, the inf luence of American 
culture was still prevalent.  The St. 
Edward’s students were curious about 
American teen culture, and often asked 
if life in America was similar to how it 
is portrayed in the movies.  Often, I 
was asked questions like “Do you really 
have Prom over there?”  Nonetheless, I 
had a parallel interest in their country, 
and reciprocated with questions about 
punting (a tradition of Oxford and Cam-
bridge in which you push a flat bottomed 
boat along a river with a large pole) and 
about the rules of cricket.
 Through the Hardie Exchange, I 
learned about the nuances of British 
culture while also attempting to portray 
to the Brits a sense of American culture.  
The opportunity to spend my summer 
at St. Edward’s and to build bonds in a 
vibrant country like England is a one-
time experience I look back on fondly, 
yet it is an experience that only trans-
pired due to of the kindness of others.  
I owe a great amount of gratitude to all 
the teachers that made this trip possible, 
the St. Edward’s student body, and most 
dearly, my host family, the Mynheers.  
As for the Hardie Exchange of the Class 
of 2008, I wish you good luck, I assure 
you that the experience will be both 
exhilarating and unique, and I have only 
one request: say “Hi” to Gabs for me.     

-JBG     
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Students React to 
Democratic Win 
in State Elections

Young Democrats Club 
Celebrates Overwhelming 

Victory

Young Republicans Club 
Looks for the Benefits in 

Election Results

 From a Young Democratic stand-
point I would have to say I’m extremely 
pleased with this election. Not only did 
the Democrats take back the House, 
Senate, and governorship of Maryland, 
we also did not lose one House, Senate 
or Gubernatorial race that a Democratic 
incumbent held. 
 Let’s start on the national level. The 
most surprising Democratic accom-
plishment was winning the six neces-
sary seats to have control of the Senate. 
Howard Dean, the head of the Demo-
cratic National Committee, deserves 
much of the credit for this achievement. 
After taking control of the DNC, he 
initiated the “50-State Strategy”. The 
strategy focused on all 50 states instead 
of just “swing states”.  Who would have 
thought that the Democrats would win 
Montana, a state which George Bush 
received more than of the vote in 2004? 
Yet, the gamble paid off and Democrats 
won states they had previously given up 
on.
 Democrats also did a great job win-
ning back the House of Representatives, 
which has been under Republican con-
trol since 1994. Coming into the election 
the Democrats were expected to win 
fifteen to twenty seats back from the 
Republicans. However, they underesti-
mated and won an astounding twenty-
eight seats back while giving up not one 
seat previously held by a Democrat in all 
435 elections. 
 However, here at Gilman most eyes 
were focused on one election, the elec-
tion for Governor. If you have been living 
under a rock for the past year, here is a 
brief recap on what happened. In 2002, 
Bob Ehrlich was elected governor in the 
Democratic state of Maryland, making 
him the first Republican Governor in 
Maryland since Spiro Agnew in 1967. 
However, Ehrlich’s stubborn personal-
ity, along with the stubbornness of the 
House of Delegates and State Senate, 
both ruled by the Democratic Party, 
brought about a struggle for power. 
A notable failure was their inability 
to compromise on the issue of slot 
machines.  While most would agree 
Ehrlich did a fine job as Governor, the 
bitter partisan politics allowed little to 
actually be accomplished. 
 When Baltimore Mayor Martin 
O’Malley decided to run, he was an early 
favorite. Having won numerous acco-
lades for his leading of Baltimore includ-
ing “Top 5 Big City Mayors in America” 
by Time Magazine, “Best Young Mayor 

in the Country” by Esquire Magazine, 
and one of the five “New Faces” of the 
Democratic Party by Business Weekly, 
he cruised early on with polls putting 
O’Malley 7-10 points ahead. 
 In October as the election approached, 
the advertisements began to get more 
and more negative, merely two weeks 
before Election Day, Ehrlich had closed 
the gap to nearly dead even. Many 
people thought Ehrlich would upset 
O’Malley and make a rare Republican 
victory. Even on Election Day, political 
bloggers at realclearpolitics.com stated, 
“We think Ehrlich has the momentum 
and pulls out the win. He has effec-
tively defined O’Malley in the critical 
Baltimore suburbs with devastating 
ads attacking O’Malley’s job as mayor 
of Baltimore City.” However, due to 
record turnout in Baltimore City and 
Montgomery County, both heavily 
Democratic districts, O’Malley held on 
with a 53%-46% victory.
 There are many reasons why the 
Democrats gained so prominently 
this Midterm Election. A major factor 
is President Bush, whose popular-
ity ratings are now around 30% with 
Vice-President Cheney and former 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
even lower. Also, the numerous scandals 
with Republican Party members, most 
notably the Mark Foley case in which 
several prominent Republicans allowed 
the disgraced Congressman to stay on 
as chairman of the House Caucus for 
Missing and Exploited Children. Also, 
the dealings of Republicans with lob-
byist Jack Abramoff and the war in 
Iraq angered many voters forcing them 
to switch party lines and vote Demo-
cratic.
 After six years of incompetence in 
Washington, voters finally have had 
enough, voting overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic at their first opportunity to do 
so. Many have called it not a vote for or 
against whoever was running but a vote 
against George Bush. And how did the 
White House respond to this message? 
Well, it seems they are finally listen-
ing to the American people. Rumsfeld 
resigned the day after elections and 
began saying a word I don’t think I’ve 
ever heard him use before: bipartisan-
ship. For the next two years, coopera-
tion between Bush and new Speaker of 
the House, Nancy Pelosi, and Senate 
Majority Leader, Harry Reid, will need 
to take place. The era of the neo-con-
servative appears to be over and it will 
be interesting to see what the 2008 
elections will hold in store. 

BY ZACH FANG, TAZ GEORGE, 
AND BEN JARSO

 November 7 was indisputably a bad 
day to be a Republican on a local and 
national scale. The country’s dislike of 
the current administration was taken 
out on the Republican Party as a whole. 
Locally and nationally Republicans 
experienced serious political losses. The 
Democratic victories were not so much 
victories for the Democrats as they were 
losses for Republicans. The public voted 
more against the President and the war, 
as opposed to looking at individuals and 
their policies.
 On the national level, the voting 
public made their decisions simply 
because of the rampant beliefs of anti-
Republicanism and the strong disap-
proval of the Iraq War. This has largely 
to do with Bush’s 35% approval rating 
from November 4-5 (CNN poll). The 
Democrats had neither Foreign nor 
Domestic policy to offer the nation, 
which demonstrates that the nation 
was not necessarily for Democrats but 
against Republicans, simply because of 
an unpopular President, who started an 
unpopular war. 
 On the local scale, the gubernatorial 
race was lost, just as on the national 
level, simply because he is a Republican. 

With an approval rating that was once as 
high as 67%, and was well above 50% for 
most of his term (Wall Street Journal), 
the public came out to vote against him 
and not for Martin O’Malley. The last 
Republican Maryland Governor (before 
Bob Ehrlich) was Spiro T. Agnew, 
who was governor from 1967-1969, 
approximately 40 years ago. In a state 
that is approximately 2:1 Democrats 
to Republicans, Ehrlich won in 2002, 
largely because of a weak Democratic 
opponent.  On November 7th, a day that 
was bad for Republicans on the whole, 
for him to win in this state would have 
been an amazing feat. His approval rat-
ings show that it is most likely that the 
dislike of President Bush (which turned 
into a dislike of the Republican Party) 
was taken out on Governor Ehrlich.
 The Democrats will likely control the 
country for a while, unless they nomi-
nate Hillary Clinton for president in ‘08. 
She would be a weak opponent for most 
Republican candidates. The November 7 
election was a disappointment, because 
of the anger that was taken out on the 
Republican Party as a whole; once 
Democrats make mistakes in office, the 
populace will most likely begin to see 
that both parties have their flaws and 
that having a unilateral government is 
not the best decision.

BY BEN SCHOLZ

(O’Malley photo courtesy of http://www.juntosociety.com/government/omally.jpg.  
Ehrlich photo courtesy of http://metadish.com/dc/news/governor/index.php.)
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Sexuality Speaker, Mr. Dressel, 
Sparks Debate

Dear Editors,

 When first faced with the admin-
istration’s proposition of a speaker on 
sexual education, I thought that it was 
a proper step to address the lack of 
discussion on the topic. However, my 
contentment was short lived. 
 Eric Dressel was chosen to speak to 
us on the subject matter of abstinence. 
I was vastly disappointed with Gilman’s 
decision to bring the evangelical youth 
minister to speak to us. 
 For those who have not discovered 
for themselves, Eric Dressel works for 
the group Respect Life, and is consid-
ered a “Warrior for Life” by DefendLife.
org. These groups are militant extremist 
anti-abortion organizations that com-
pare stem cell research to Nazi genetic 
engineering, abortion to the holocaust, 
and abortion to the massive lynching of 
blacks in the antebellum south. 
 Under such pretexts, regardless the 
message he brought to Gilman, Mr. 
Dressel should never be allowed to 
speak to impressionable young people. 
Gilman has a responsibility to its stu-
dents and parents to screen who they 
bring to this establishment. I am dis-
gusted that Gilman would allow anyone 
with such extreme views to speak at 
Gilman. 

 Despite my immediate trepidation I 
went to hear Mr. Dressel speak, twice. 
While his message was a perfectly 
sound one, and his speeches were void 
of the ‘G’ word (God), Gilman still 
should have been more cautious in their 
selection. One needs only to recall Rev. 
Pietropaoli’s “holiday” assembly that 
quickly deteriorated into an attack on 
abortion. 
 As an open institute of balanced 
education, Gilman has an obligation to 
present both stances on sexual educa-
tion, including safe sex and abstinence. 
During my five years at Gilman, I have 
heard many abstinence speeches, but 
never a presentation on safe sex. This 
is a pattern of inculcating malleable 
and impressionable young people into 
taking a conservative approach to the 
subject, and Mr. Dressel was only one 
more speaker to drive it home.

-Ben Jarso

Mr. Dressel’s Background 
Enough to Cause Concern

Mr. Dressel’s Message Hits at 
the Heart for Some Students

Dear Editors,
 
 I had asked around about the speaker 
that was to come to Gilman to address 
the entire upper school and found out 
that he was a radically religious man 
and a Warrior for Life.  Naturally, I 
was automatically opposed to whatever 
he was going to say, not even having 
heard his message.  I went into the fifth 
period 10-11th grade meeting with him 
ready for battle.  For the first forty-five 
minutes of the lecture, I would raise my 
hand persistently to try to point out the 
weaknesses in his argument, despite his 
lack of mention of any religion, which 
was the view that most concerned me.  
After a little more than the first half, my 
mental resistance began to wear down, 
and I stopped ignoring what he said in 
ignorance.  I began to listen to what he 
was saying.  Not only was it what he was 
saying but how he was saying it.  He, and 
more so, his partner, maintained a poise 
of absolute confidence in what they were 
saying.   In a way, I admired that, and 
wished to have that same confidence in 
the decisions of my life.
 After the lecture, I stayed behind to 
talk to the twenty year old, Nazim, to 
find out why someone in today’s society 
would choose to wait to have sex before 
marriage.  He was nonetheless very 
religious, but what he had to say was 
convincing.  He explained how, if things 
were supposed to work a certain way, as 
in, sex with as few partners as possible 
or ideally only in marriage, then when 
things go against this predetermined 
path, sex becomes more dangerous.  
Thirty years ago, sex had two main 
transmitted diseases, now there are 
over twenty five major diseases and they 
are becoming easier to catch and harder 
to cure.  Statistically, if people keep 

up their sexual tendencies, practically 
everyone will at one point catch an STD; 
the gravity of the disease we catch will 
depend solely on the roll of a die.  This 
struck me with a powerful blow.  
 It made me examine some of the 
choices in my life, and made me create 
a mental pros vs. cons list in my head.  
In the end, with this newfound infor-
mation, I made an executive decision 
to change the viewpoint from which 
I make my decisions.  It simply made 
sense, having sex with people you 
hardly know and of whose physical 
health you are uninformed simply for 
pleasure just doesn’t make sense.  From 
this perspective, his argument gained 
strength; a person should only have 
sex with someone whom they know 
is physically healthy as well as have 
already given a certain percentage of 
their daily lives to pursuing.  This way, 
the sex would be more meaningful and 
not put either participant in physical 
jeopardy.
 Furthermore, he explained how 
marriages end in divorce more and 
more often nowadays because of the 
over-emphasis on sex and how the other 
aspects of a relationship suffer with this 
over-emphasis.  They reach a certain 
sexual peak, then once this sexual activ-
ity slows down, the substance of the 
relationship is put under the spotlight, 
and it falls apart.  
 In a nutshell, this was the speaker’s 
main intent, to bring to light the dangers 
of sex with unknown people and the 
benefits of a meaningful relationship, 
which may or may not include sex.  
Though his background was question-
able, the argument he presented to 
the school made logical sense and was 
fundamentally sound.

-Alex Hormozi

Mr. Erik Dressel spoke to 
the Gilman Upper School for 
a week in November about 
smart sexual decision-making 
(photo courtesty of http://
www.defendlife.org/newslet-
ters/Oct2005/dressel.shtml).

“Pags” Runs Toward 
a Bright Future

Continued from page 1

defensive line coach, Felix Isuk’98, “He 
came in as a freshman all scrawny and 
really got focused and jacked himself up, 
and now he’s a beast.” As a freshman, 
Pagliaro was cut from the Junior Var-
sity Football team and was sent to play 
Frosh Soph football. When many would 
have probably settled for mediocrity or 
given up hope on getting better, he set 
out to train all that summer in order to 
get in shape for next years try-outs, and 
not only did he earn himself a varsity 
letter that Fall season, but also a spot 
on third string line-up as a sophomore 
running back on a team that went 9-1 
that season.
 Now as a senior, Pagliaro has gar-
nered accolades and respect, as he has 
taken over the starting role, “It’s weird, 
I get my name in the paper, people know 
me, I don’t know, I’m kind of a big deal 
now on campus!” But with that he now 
has some crucial decisions to make, and 
one question that many ask is: Will he 
try to follow in his father’s footsteps and 
go to Yale? “Yes I am looking at Yale, as 

of now it is my top choice, recruiting 
me now both as a running back and 
a strong safety.” Says Pagliaro “but I 
would prefer playing running back.”
  
 As 4:00 o’clock practice approaches 
on a Thursday afternoon, Pagliaro 
knows that the team must have a good 
practice in preparation for their Friday 
afternoon game against rivals Loyola 
Blakefield, who are currently unde-
feated. He quickly finishes his reading 
and heads to the trainer to get taped and 
dressed. Later on, during the practice, 
news reporters from WJZ news station 
come to interview him; they ask him 
many questions about the rivalry and 
the fact that Gilman comes into the 
game as the underdogs with two losses. 
Biting his lips he tries to stay respectful 
to the other team, but deep down he is 
ready to relinquish his fury come Friday 
afternoon. Later that night at a team 
dinner for all the seniors on the football 
team at Bill Bateman’s Bistro in Towson, 
Pags speaks to the team about the WJZ 
interview. “It was hard not to say what 
was on my mind, but tomorrow, we’re 

gonna’ show [Loyola], and leave them 
no doubt about who is #1.” [Gilman 
did beat Loyola 18-10.] Throughout his 
Gilman football career, Pags has always 
had his kind of determination, and he 
points to his work ethic as a major factor 

in his athletic success. “It was all hard 
work that got me to where I am now. If 
there is one thing I could pass down to 
any up and coming freshmen, it would 
be to always stay positive and never 
quit.” 

Pagliaro heads to class after some time with 
friends in the senior trailer(Photo by Net Opara).
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Roland Park Musical, Jane Eyre, Wows Audience

student performers to add to the effect. 
The story centers on the journeys of 
Jane Eyre, an unloved girl and woman, 
who will find love somewhere in her 
adventure and also learns valuable life 
lessons, foremost the ability to forgive. 
Unlike most musicals, Jane Eyre does 
not contain large scale song-and-
dance numbers, but instead consists 
of a number of exceptional solo per-
formances for which the cast was well 
suited. The few songs that do involve 
part of the ensemble are sung to mysti-
cal tunes that give the show its eerie and 
sometimes somber feel.    The able cast 
of Jane Eyre was selected at the end of 
last school year. The star of the show is 
Taylor Eagan (’07) who portrays Jane 
Eyre. Her attractive voice and great 
acting capability allowed her to play 
the character excellently. In total, there 
are eleven Gilman students involved in 
this show. They are: Preston Suan (John 
Reed), Jack Mitchell (Mr. Brocklehu-
rst), Nick Parlato (Robert), Josh Siems 
(Percy), Andrew Robinson (Lord Tedo 
Ingram), Marc Chagnon (Mr. Eshton) 
Kenny Gruen (Colonel Dent), Brian 
Kim (Richard Mason), Billy Siems 
(Vicar), Taz George (St John Rivers), 
and Adam Miller (tech). Most of them 
also help supply vocal accompaniment 
to the show’s few ensemble numbers. 
On opening night, Taz George, whose 
character is one who has a misplaced 
love interest in Jane Eyre, said, “The 
cast has been working extremely hard 
and I think that the show will be great. 
I encourage all Gilman students to try 
out for future shows for this is an excel-

lent opportunity and one that shouldn’t 
be missed.” Interested actors should be 
forewarned, in the four days leading up 
to the opening performance, the cast 
and crew put in a little over eighteen 
hours to perfect the show!  Weeks of 
rehearsals and stage building are all 
part of the job descriptions for Gilman’s 
actors in these productions.  Despite 
the weeks of preparation leading up to 
opening night, all of the cast and crew 
shared Taz’s enthusiasm as backstage 
was filled with excited actors and scur-
rying technicians. The show opened 
at about 7:35 with nearly a full house. 
The audience’s clapping was loud, tears 
sincere, and the curtain call was greeted 
with a standing ovation. Each cast 
member put their entire heart into that 
opening night and although it may not 
look like it from the audience, each was 
exhausted but exhilarated. At the cast 
party,  Marc Chagnon  (‘08) stated, “It 
was amazing!” Andrew Robinson  (‘08) 
had similar positive feelings saying the 
show was spectacular.
 Saturday came and the cast was 
determined to improve their perfor-
mance. They performed to another 
packed house with equally, if not louder, 
applause. Following the performance, 
three Gilman freshman, Preston, Josh, 
and Billy each said great things about 
the show and were really happy with 
everybody’s performance. Hannah 
Brown (’08), who portrays the younger 
version of Jane Eyre for the beginning 
scenes of the musical, was proud of all 
the cast members and thought that the 
staff of Jane Eyre was excellent. Star, 
Taylor Eagan, said, “Jane Eyre was one 
of the most difficult shows to produce.  

the cast was extremely talented and 
quite capable of the job, and the final 
product was performed beautifully.  all 
of the hard work was definitely worth 
the final bow.”  Obviously, the produc-
tion and directing staff are extremely 
important to the success of any produc-
tion, and Jane Eyre is no exception. 
The director is Mr. Scott Susong; the 
musical director is Ms. Rhonda Abou-
Hana; the choreographer is Ms. Dana 
J. Martin; the student director is Maria 
Pasquini; the technical director is Ms. 
Janine Vreatt; and the stage manager 
is Kelley Gates. Each of these people 

worked extremely hard to ensure a 
first-rate production. Following the 
third and final show, the director, Mr. 
Susong stated, “I was really impressed 
with all of the students’ hard work.” He 
enjoyed the show and was happy that it 
went so well.
      Jane Eyre was a musical like no other. 
The praise that you may hear in the hall 
is no exaggeration. The Gilman actors 
and the rest of the cast put a large effort 
into the show, and this was very appar-
ent during all three performances.

Continued from page 1

(from left to right) Mark Chagnon, Caroline Riina, Julia Osterman, 
Kenny Gruen, Christine Gummerson in the Aristocrats scene (Photo 
courtesy of Mr. Scott Susong).

Condemned. Mr. Spragins directed the 
final one-act, another Thornton Wilder 
piece entitled “Pullman Car Hiawatha,” 
about a collection of characters in dif-
ferent cabins on a passenger train.
 All three productions went up in the 
recently refurbished Black Box The-
ater, which now contains a small stage, 
curtains, stage lighting, and seating. It 
serves as “the perfect space” according 
to Mr. Spragins, to stage, coffee houses, 
and other student activities considering 
its new look. “It’s an amazingly personal 
space,” adds Fackler, who along with 
Mr. Spragins, Chris Flint ‘07, and Fisher 
Theatrical helped transform the Black 
Box. The only drawback it seems is that 
because of the theater’s small space, 
many students and faculty were encour-

aged to attend the production during its 
week of dress rehearsals, since most of 
the limited seating during the show’s 
run would be taken up by family and 
friends of the two schools.
 Competing for an audience on the 
same weekend as the opening of RPCS’s 
production of Jane Eyre, the three one-
act plays obtained large turnouts for 
their Friday Night, Saturday Matinee, 
and Saturday evening performances.  
The matinee was added so that mem-
bers of the plays could see many of 
their fellow friends and classmates in 
Roland Park’s production of Jane Eyre 
on Sunday. “I think it’s a great sign of 
how much a lot of these kids really sup-
port one another,” says Fackler. “They 
understand the tremendous amount of 
work that goes into producing a single 
show.” 

Continued from page 1

Black Box Theater Hosts 
Trio of One Act Plays

 A full cast scene shows off the extensive stage settings of the black box 
theater (left).  Ben Jenkins and Meghan Stanton of Bryn Mawr perform 
“This Property is Condemned”(above) (Photos by Ryan Fackler).
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Gilman Seeks to Tighten Security 
Around Campus 

Recent Thefts Question Security of Lower Lots
BY ALEX HORMOZI

 After the many thefts that have 
recently occurred in the lower lots, 
students have been wondering how safe 
our campus actually is.  The break-ins 
occurred during the school day, and 
were not technically ‘break-ins’ because 
the cars themselves were left open by 
the owners.  The identity of the person 
who stole these items has remained 
unresolved; whether this person came 
from within the Gilman community or 
outside remains a point of question.  
Despite the honor code that the Gilman 
community cherishes, there will always 
be those individuals who usurp the 
trust that is maintained between each 
member of the Gilman community.
 In order to prevent outsiders from 
penetrating the circle of trust, one must 
use simple common sense.  Though we 
are a very trusting school, it cannot 
hurt to take extra precautions against 
break-ins.  When asked how to prevent 
these break-ins, Phillip, one of the 

security guards on duty, said that after 
a different incident, he went around 
the lower lots to inspect other cars, and 
found valuables such as wallets, ipods, 
watches, and cell phones all left visible 
to any walker-by.  As he affirmed, it is 
therefore pertinent that the students 
keep all valuables out of sight, and make 
sure to lock their cars.  It is far less likely 
for break-ins to occur on campus if the 
cars are locked.
 “We make constant rounds,” says 
Phillip in response to these break-ins.  
There is little more Abacus can do to 
further secure the lower lots.  The thefts 
have now been brought to the attention 
of the Gilman community, and therefore 
have caused many students to take these 
extra, recommended precautions to 
guard our environment.  After all, “We 
can’t be everywhere” said Phillip.  It is 
now partially in the hands of the student 
body to watch after its own materials. 
The students have now been made 
aware of their larger duty to the safety 
of Gilman on a whole.

New Track Regulations Bar Joggers from
Campus During School Day

 Since its inception in 1897, Gilman 
has always prided itself on its ability to 
foster a close-knit and open community.  
We have strived for acceptance, toler-
ance, and understanding of others in 
our environment.  Take, for example, 
the recently built Roland Park bridges.  
Built in 2001, the bridges offer a safe 

passage to commuting students from 
the bustling traffic of Roland Avenue 
and Northern Parkway.  Gilman also 
offered this privilege to the community 
at large, allowing anyone use of the 
bridges. Roland Park Public students, 
parents, and neighbors of Gilman utilize 
these bridges on a daily basis.  
 However, Gilman has disconnected 

BY KEVIN NIPARKO

Signs have been posted restricting outside use of the Gilman campus 
from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Visitors, like the one above walking on 
a Saturday, are forced to change their walking schedules. (Photo by 
David Fine).

Seen zooming across campus, these golf carts are used by Abacus Secu-
rity to protect the Gilman Campus during both day and night (Photo by 
David Fine).

and isolated itself from the Roland Park 
and Greater Baltimore community by 
prohibiting people from use of our vast 
and sylvan campus, more specifically—
our athletic facilities.  The administra-
tion recently posted signs around the 
Gilman campus to inform walkers that 
they can no longer use Gilman’s track 
or weight room during regular school 
hours.  No exceptions.  The rule has no 
stipulations that would allow alumni, 
parents, or other non-threatening per-
sons to use the track.  While this does 
not completely banish the walkers, it has 
already upset many in the community.
 George Alderman has been walking 
Gilman’s scenic track for thirty years.  
A grandfather of a third grader and 
neighbor to Gilman, Alderman uses 
the facility to stay in shape.  However, 
the new regulations came somewhat 
as a shock.  Being so well connected to 
the community, he was puzzled by the 
new rules.  “I’ve always stayed away 
from student activity so I don’t really 
understand if the signs apply to me,” he 
said softly during his second lap of the 
scenic.   
  When I enlightened an unnamed 
walker of the new rule, she became 

immediately hostile.  “Are you seri-
ously telling me I can’t walk around this 
track?” she asked with an irate tone.  
 Despite the communal outcry, Mr. 
McGill and fellow administrators stand 
by the new precedent.  “It’s not the 
1950’s anymore,” remarked the head-
master.    Moreover, Mr. McGill asserts 
that Gilman holds a legal responsibility 
to the students’ and their families to 
uphold a fundamental level of security.  
With the morass caused by the Upper-
School construction, this has become 
much more tedious, and precautionary 
measures must be taken to ensure a 
secure environment.
 Although the regulation may be 
strict, many members of the community 
have adjusted their schedules around 
the ruling.  “A lot of people walk it 
before school, and many come at 6 PM 
after school,” says Mr. McGill on the 
new walking trends.  Also, Mr. McGill 
would consider changing the rule after 
the construction that would require 
walkers to carry identification while 
using the facilities.  Until then, walkers 
will just have to adjust their exercise 
schedules.

Status: On schedule.

Current Project:“‘The concrete is being poured on each floor.  When we demo’d the building we left a frame of Carey  Hall, We took out a 
number of Walls, Ceilings, etc. Now the process beings with pouring the floors to outline the new Carey Hall (new sized classrooms, updated 
electrical, plumbing, etc. Once the floors are poured, we can start to do the rest.”                           - Sean Furlong, Director of Finance and Admin.

Rumors: When the plans for the new Carey Hall were drawn up, the developers were unaware that the building used concrete beams rather 
than steel beams, which will cause a drastic delay in the construction process.

Debunked: “The Concrete beams vs. Steel was a surprise. When we designed the new Carey Hall, we relied on something called “As-Builts” 
which are the original drawings of Carey Hall. Those “As Builts” said the beams were steel. To prove this wrong we would have had to demo the 
classrooms last spring and we could not disrupt classrooms/etc.  In our planning we built in contingency for both time and money in anticipa-
tion of surprises. We feel at this point that we will not have a delay or increase in costs beyond our contingency but time will tell.  Now that we 
have demo’d we feel most surprises are accounted for.                                       -S. Furlong
(A look ahead: Construction photos in next issue) 

Construction Update
COMPILED BY ALI HONG
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Hessinger’s Take: Sports in America

Why Thanksgiving and Football 
are Inextricably Linked as 

an American Tradition  
 Some things are just associated with 
America: Baseball, apple pie, arrogance 
to name a few. Obviously America is 
known for many things, some good 
and some bad. Thanksgiving and 
football, however, are two things that 
everyone can agree are two positive 
aspects of American culture . It is hard 
for anyone to imagine a Thanksgiving 
without football. The NFL gets most 
of the publicity, but high school teams 
around the country have been doing 
Thanksgiving football long before the 
Cowboys and Lions had their annual 
games on Turkey Day. In some places, a 
football game is a quintessential part of 
every Thanksgiving. The games in these 
places are far more important than any 

game in the NFL. In Baltimore, Calvert 
Hall has played Loyola for over 85 years, 
and the game will take place this year 
in the M&T Bank Stadium. In these 
rivalries, players never take plays off, 
the stands are always full, and the entire 
town stops for the biggest game of the 
year. Most of these games are played in 
small towns where nearly nothing com-
pares to the annual Thanksgiving Day 
game. In Easton, PA, Easton and Phil-
lipsburg have met every year for over 
100 years. This game between Easton 
and their Jersey rivals is the oldest in 
the country. About fifteen minutes away, 
the Northampton Concrete Kids face 
the Catasaqua Ruff Riders in a game 
approaching its 100th meeting. In these 

places, tickets for the big game are hard 
to come by. For the players, it’s a game 
they will never forget. For the winner, 
it’s a moment in history and bragging 
rights for another year. But the most 
important thing, and this applies to all 
involved, is the togetherness the game 
brings with it. Family members who 
haven’t seen each other all year often 
meet at these contests. The games bring 
together the entire community. Even 
if you’re not involved with a game in a 
place like this, you still get that feeling. 
For most American families, watching 
football is a tradition on Thanksgiving; 
that’s the best part of the day. In a time 
where family isn’t nearly as valued as 
it once was or should be, Thanksgiving 

and football work together to make it a 
priority once again, despite that it’s only 
for just one day. An uncle or cousin or 
some other relative that you don’t talk 
to or know too well is going to sit in 
the same room and watch football, and 
you’ll share the same experience and 
likely get to know them a little better. 
Some may say Thanksgiving football is 
a worn out tradition. Anybody who says 
this obviously cannot see the deeper 
importance of this American tradition. 
The fact of the matter is, Thanksgiving 
football isn’t just an annual event, it’s 
a time, perhaps too brief a time, when 
families and friends are reunited and 
feel like a family once again.

 I should’ve seen it coming. It was 
12:15 on November 11, and I was stuck 
at a Peabody repertoire class with the 
Gilman-McDonogh game a mere 45 
minutes away. I wanted to be the first 
to perform and leave, but someone else 
had already asked to go first. Her name 
was Diane, and it wasn’t long until it hit 
me, and not until that I saw her face that 
it was confirmed--she was a McDonogh 
student who had been in a theory class 
with me, and probably wanted to get 
out first with the same motives as me! 
I couldn’t believe that a McDonogh stu-
dent was going to beat me to the game. 
Surely, I thought, this wouldn’t be an 
indication of how the afternoon would 
play out. Four hours later, however, I 
was standing on the wrong side of a 
26-22 loss to McDonogh, the first loss 
ever in the rivalry I had experienced as 
a fan, and the end to a thrilling, up-and-
down 2006 Gilman football season. A 
look back: 
Gilman @ DeMatha. 9-8-06, 7:30 
p.m.
Miscues send Hounds to first loss
 Unlike the cupcake schedules most 
college football teams would start the 
season with, Gilman began with what 
may have been the toughest challenge 
all year. The Greyhounds traveled down 
to Washington to take on DeMatha, con-
tinuing what has become a fierce annual 
showdown. It was a year ago, during the 
2005 season, that DeMatha came into 
Baltimore, took a 12-0 halftime lead, 
but squandered the lead, and eventually 
the game, as Gilman won the matchup 
for the first time in three years, 22-19. 
An undefeated season later, Gilman 
came into FedEx Auxiliary Field looking 
to make a huge statement on the road. 
More than just a win was on the line. 
Both teams had long winning streaks 
going in, Gilman’s at 17 games, and 
DeMatha’s at 12, with each team giving 
the other their last loss. 
In front of a huge crowd, Gilman’s 
troubles started right from the begin-

ning, when DeMatha junior Kenny Tate 
took the opening kickoff 86 yards for a 
touchdown. That initial blow, combined 
with two Gilman fumbles and a muffed 
punt, resulted in a 24-6 loss, a disap-
pointing blowout.
Bergen Catholic @ Gilman. 9-16-
06, 1:00 p.m.
Where are the fans?
 Gilman’s home opener proved to be 
no less difficult as the Hounds faced 
Bergen Catholic. Named the best high 
school football team in New Jersey by 
Sports Illustrated in May, the Crusad-
ers posed a mighty challenge. However, 
execution was meager, both on the field 
and in the stands. A steady downpour 
the day before resulted in more mud 
than grass on the field. There were a 
lot of fans--unfortunately, most of them 
were wearing Bergen Catholic red. In 
fact, there were so many Bergen Catho-
lic fans that they filled into the Gilman 
side. Gilman fans were sparse, and the 
Raiders showed up late, right during a 
long pass completion by Bergen. Mean-
while, on the field, the Greyhounds kept 
it close, but once again, key mistakes, 
including an interception to start the 
second half and big-play-erasing penal-
ties, doomed Gilman. A botched snap 
in the 4th quarter, along with a few 
stalled drives by Bergen gave Gilman 
multiple chances to close the deficit. 
It never happened--and the crowd was 
incensed. Twice in the 4th quarter- on 
3rd and 20 and on 3rd and 9- a run was 
called. Neither down was converted, 
while both took away precious time off 
the clock. Except for small spurts, the 
passing game never developed, and 
Bergen, which did not play their best 
game, got out of Baltimore with the 
victory, 32-19. 
Georgetown Prep @Gilman, 9-30, 
1:00 p.m.
Homecoming
 Stuck in an uncommon position at 
0-2, Gilman looked to stop the bleed-
ing with its first MIAA “A” Conference 
game. On Homecoming weekend, the 
Greyhounds looked back into form, 

posting a shutout, 21-0, thanks to three 
touchdown runs by running back John 
Pagliaro, one of 6 yards, one of 9 yards, 
and then, in the fourth, a 76 yard blast 
that sealed the deal.
Three straight road contests: 
@Mt.St.Joe, @Calvert Hall, and 
@Cumberland Valley
 Finally, Gilman was back on track, 
winning 19-15 against Mt.St.Joe, and 
26-7 at Calvert Hall. Then came yet 
another tough non-conference oppo-
nent: Cumberland Valley. The Grey-
hounds took a Friday night trip to 
Carlisle, PA and squeaked out a 36-35 
overtime win in front of a huge crowd. 
Back home: Loyola@Gilman, 10-
27, 3:30 p.m.
With three straight wins on the road 
and a 4-game winning streak, Gilman 
faced Loyola in a battle of unbeatens 
with first place in the MIAA on the 

Despite Loss to McDonogh, Football Claims 
Another Championship

BY DAVID JIANG

Senior Quarterback Makura Compton sheds a would-be tackler during 
the Gilman-McDonogh game on November 11 (Photo by Boo Smith).

Jon McMaster plays the national 
anthem to kick off the McDonogh 
game festivities (Photo by Boo 
Smith).

Continued on page 8
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 This year’s varsity cross country 
team may have lacked the good fortune 
of having several skilled and proven 
seniors, but young talent and hard 
work combined to make the team suc-
cessful. Led by senior Jonathon Koch, 
junior Patrick Fiske, and sophomore 
standout Ben Deford, the team finished 
2-6 overall. Koch, the captain and true 
leader on the team, believes the record 
does not reflect on the team’s perfor-
mance. Although the season officially 
began on August 14th, many practices 
throughout the summer prepared the 
team for the long season ahead. “The 
captain’s practices in the summer really 
made us close. We ran as a pack and 
had a positive team attitude,” said Koch 
about the team’s chemistry. Sophomore 
Alexander Chriss commented on Koch’s 
leadership by stating, “Everyone on 
the team looks up to Jonathon and his 
work ethic and we all tried to model our 
running after him. When he pushed us 

Record Does not Reflect Success of 
Cross Country Season

Senior Jonathan Koch (far left) led the pack of young runners on and 
off the XC course (Photo by Cooper Jackson).

there was no doubt that we ran better as 
a team.”  The season was highlighted by 
a strong performance at the Doc Jones 
Invitational in Annapolis, in which the 
team took a close second place and 5 of 
Gilman’s top runners finished high in 
the rankings. 
 Meanwhile, JV Cross Country did 
receive the fruits of the labor, as Gilman 
won its first JV Cross Country title in 25 
years.  Led by four seniors and a talented 
crop of underclassmen, they completed 
the regular season with a 6-2 record, 
tied for first place with Calvert Hall and 
Loyola.  Yet, at the championship meet 
on November 1st, Gilman proved their 
prominence, as four runners placed in 
the top 8 and Gilman won the meet, 
thereby winning the season title.  
 With six of the varsity runners 
returning next year, and a JV champi-
onship in hand, the future of Gilman 
cross country is most definitely a bright 
one.

BY WILL ALLENBACH

 It came as no surprise that the vol-
leyball team had itself in line for a MIAA 
“A” Conference Championship come 
early November.  With returning stars 
Jason Palaigos ‘07, Kyle Weiman ’07, 
and Edward Wiese ‘08, the team wanted 
to rebound from a disappointing loss in 
the finals the previous year.  With new 
talent coming from junior Idy Iglehart 
and sophomore Asher Kaplan, the team 
was poised and ready.
 With little to no pressure, the team 
stormed through its first 6 matches 
against “B” Conference competition. 
They did not lose a single set during 
this stretch, and it led them into a cru-
cial match against “A” Conference rival 
Mount St. Joe.  The Greyhounds did 
not play with their customary excel-
lence, however, and costly mistakes 
cost them the match.   Although the 
team was unable to win the five-set 
bout, they turned the loss into moti-
vation towards an exceptional finish 
to the regular season.  They followed 
this loss with another great stretch of 
7-0, yet the Greyhounds saw a rematch 
against their foe St. Joe, this time in the 

Hounds’ home gym, the so-called “Deaf 
Dome.”
 After losing the first set in front of a 
thunderous crowd, the team bounced 
back to win three consecutive games. 
“It was a crucial match for us.  We were 
able to come back after losing to them 
earlier in the season,” Junior Jeff Irwin 
stated.    Not only did the team prove 
itself in this triumph, but the victory, in 
effect, secured the #1 seed for the play-
offs.  Once they beat Loyola and Calvert 
Hall to finish the regular season with 
an astounding 16-1 record, the Hounds 
prepared for a first round playoff match 
against Loyola.  
 The Dons stole Gilman’s hopes for 
its first MIAA Volleyball Champion-
ship last year, so the players wanted 
to do the same to them this year.  “We 
wanted revenge,” Junior Kevin Niparko 
commented.  With ease, Gilman swept 
through Loyola, and they resolutely won 
in three games.  With the title on the 
line, the Greyhounds saw a finals match 
against none other than Mt. St. Joe.  
 Amidst deafening fan support from 
hundreds of Gilman fans, the team 
was mentally prepared for what was to 
come at Villa Julie College.  With three 

all-MIAA players (Palaigos, Weiman, 
Iglehart) and other great superstars, the 
stars seemed aligned. Unfortunately, it 
was not meant to be for Gilman.  After a 
split in the first two games, a late charge 
by MSJ in games three and four vaulted 
them over the Greyhounds.  “Everything 

was just a bit off.  We could not find a 
rhythm, and it was just an off night,” 
Wiese said following the disappointing 
loss. “It’s an unfortunate ending to a 
great season, but we will still be back 
competing for the title next year.”  

16-1 Volleyball Season Ends in Devastation
BY JASON FRANKEL

Junior outside hitter Edward Wiese spikes a kill past two helpless Cal-
vert Hall defenders (Photo by Fabian Reusch).

Another Year, Another Championship: 2006 Football Wrap
Continued from page 7

line. It was a rainy, cold Friday, but that 
didn’t stop a larger than usual crowd. 
Three Ben Eaton touchdowns gave 
Gilman an 18-3 halftime lead. In the 
fourth quarter, after a touchdown by 
Loyola, the Dons were threatening for 
the tying score, but with screaming fans 
behind the end zone and rowdy Bryn 
Mawr French exchange students yell-
ing, “Allez Gilman!” a fourth down pass 
fell incomplete, and a few kneel-downs 
later, Gilman fans chanting “We’re 
number one!” charged the field.
Landon@Gilman, 11-3, 7:45 p.m. 
Johnny Unitas Stadium
 On a terribly cold Friday night, 
Gilman played against non-conference 
opponent Landon in front of a non-exis-
tent crowd due to the Volleyball champi-

onship on the same night. Touchdowns 
by Makura Compton and Ben Eaton and 
a late defensive stand gave Gilman the 
12-7 win.
McDonogh @ Gilman, 11-11, 1:00 
p.m.
A Rivalry Like No Other. 
 The 91st meeting between McDonogh 
and Gilman took place on a warm 
November afternoon in front of seas of 
blue and gray on one side and orange 
and black on the other. With a win, 
Gilman would seal their status as 
outright champion of the MIAA “A” 
Conference. With a loss, the Hounds 
would fall into a three-way tie for 1st 
with McDonogh and Loyola, who both 
possessed one loss in conference play.
Tied 8-8 after an evenly-played half, 
Gilman marched 80 yards down the 
field, resulting in a Ben Eaton touchdown 

run for the 16-8 lead. Two McDonogh 
touchdowns later, the score was 22-
16. Gilman had two more chances, 
but a fumble and interception later, 
McDonogh ran out the clock. 
The entire Gilman side of the field 
was in shock. This time, it was the 
McDonogh fans storming the field, our 
field. Post-game emotions were high. As 
the teams met at midfield, Headmaster 
McGill gave the trophy to McDonogh 
Headmaster Dixon, who, in his final 
year as Headmaster called McDonogh-
Gilman “the greatest rivalry in the 
world.” Then, at the Gilman team meet-
ing, the coaches gave their final words 
to a dejected team. Coach Joe Ehrmann 
spoke first, “When we started in August, 
the goal was for you to become men for 
others. And from August to now, you 
have been…wonderful men.” Coach 

Johnnie Foreman followed up on 
Ehrmann’s remarks, hoping to inspire 
the students for next season. “Football 
season is not over,” he said On Monday 
I’m going to be in the weight room…we 
are going to get bigger, stronger, and 
faster…Remember this feeling. I want 
it to hurt…because next year, we are 
not losing on this field.” The last man 
to speak was Head Coach Biff Poggi, 
who told his heads-down players, “Look 
at me…we played absolutely the most 
difficult schedule we have ever played.” 
Poggi praised the team’s perseverance 
for not “packing it in, saying, “I wouldn’t 
trade you guys for anything.” Despite 
the devastating loss Gilman’s 4-1 confer-
ence record (6-3 overall), earned them 
a share of the MIAA Championship, its 
8th in the past 9 years.


