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 Perhaps the most fitting words for 
the life and football career of Ambrose 
Wooden can be boiled down to his own 
words: “It’s just fun.” Wooden enjoyed 
a storybook four years playing football 
at Gilman before graduating in 2003. 
From there, he moved on to the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame in South Bend, 
Indiana. He is now playing for one of the 
most prosperous programs in college 
athletics, but he continues to keep in 
mind the qualities and characteristics 
of Gilman football. 
 Wooden, who made the switch from 
quarterback to defensive back during 
his transition to college, has had a career 
highlighted by two interceptions in the 
2005-2006 season, in which he started 
every game, although his most famous 
moment may have been on October 15, 
2005, when his Notre Dame Fighting 
Irish were taking on the USC Trojans on 
NBC. Trailing 31-28 with 2:02 left in the 
game, USC quarterback Matt Leinart 
threw a 61-yard completion to Dwayne 
Jarrett on 4th and nine. Wooden was on 
the coverage. Leinart went on to run in 
the game-winning touchdown as time 
expired. However, his career has had 
many other positives, including seven 
tackles and a fumble recovery against 

Ohio State in the Fiesta Bowl.
 Wooden finished that season third 
on the Fighting Irish in tackles. This 
success followed an incredible Gilman 
career at quarterback. Wooden set 
several state high school records at 
this position, leading the Greyhounds 
to being the 14th ranked team in the 
nation by USAToday.com. 
 “I just had to get back to being an 
aggressor,” said Wooden of his transi-
tion from team captain and starting 
quarterback to cornerback. “At QB you 
could do what you wanted,” he said. 
Wooden describes it as a change of 
mentality. 
 As for the conversion from a high 
school game to playing against schools 
such as USC and LSU, Wooden said 
that the crowd and speed of the game 
are the biggest differences. Playing 
in the historic Notre Dame Stadium, 
Wooden experienced first-hand the 
thrill and intensity of high caliber col-
lege football. “You get a chill down your 
neck,” Wooden said of running out of 
the tunnel before every home game. 
“You are taking it all in at one point,” 
he continued. 
 In high school, Wooden was a class-
mate, teammate, and friend with Victor 
Abiamiri, who also enjoyed success at 
Notre Dame. Abiamiri has finished his 

college-playing career and was recently 
drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles in 
the second round of the NFL Draft. Last 
year Abiamiri and Wooden had  the 
opportunity to play with talents such 
as Tom Zbikowksi, Jeff Samardzija, 

and Brady Quinn. “It’s just fun,” says 
Wooden about playing alongside such 
talent. “You just have to do [your 
part].”

BY TREVOR HOFFBERGER

After Abiamiri’s Selection in NFL Draft, Notre Dame Compatriot 
and Fellow Gilman Graduate, Wooden, Ref lects on Football Past

Gilman Graduate of 2003 Ambrose Wooden makes a tackle against  
Penn State. After one more season with Notre Dame, he hopes to be 
drafted or go on Wall Street (Photo courtesy of Brian Hardin).
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 As we move into the spring of the 
2006-2007 school year, we will all begin 
to look forward to the future. As we con-
clude this academic term, the renova-
tion of Carey Hall and the construction 
of the new Student Academic Center 

Construction Update
continue to progress. Throughout the 
retro-fitted Carey Hall, classrooms and 
offices have begun to take shape, offer-
ing more spacious and quality living and 
learning environments. 
 Outside of these new rooms, a great 

Continued on page 7
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Eleven Students Travel 
to Machu PicchuBY WHITNEY JOHNSON

 This past spring break, eleven mem-
bers of the Gilman community enjoyed 
the once in a lifetime opportunity 
to visit the beautiful ruins of Machu 
Picchu. This ten day trip allowed the 
students and faculty on the trip to visit 
the famous site in Peru. These ruins, 
discovered in 1911 by Yale archaeologist 
Hiram Bingham, are known around the 
world for their tremendous beauty and 
mysterious history. While the actual use 
of Machu Picchu is uncertain, there are 
theories that the Incas used it as a reli-
gious site.  Unfortunately, historians are 
yet to discover any concrete evidence 
that supports this claim. The archaeo-
logical site, which spans over 5 square 
miles and lies 9060 feet above sea level, 
contains baths, temples, storage rooms, 
and some 150 houses. 

 Mr. Turcios, a member of the modern 
languages department, led the group 
of 11 students. He described Machu 
Picchu as “one of the top five destina-
tions in the world.” This lengthy trip 
began at BWI airport, from where the 
group flew to Atlanta and finally on to 
to Lima. Mr. Turcios said, “There will 
be trips to Lima, Cuzco, Machu Picchu, 
and many daytrips to the surrounding 
sites.” This trip holds even more value 
because the members of the 10th grade 
get the chance to learn about Machu 
Picchu during their Spanish class.
 Senior Scott Griffith, one of the 
eleven travelers, said, “I was pretty 
amazed with Peru, even though Peru 
has one of the highest poverty rates.” 
This overwhelming sense of wonder 
was not diminished by the 14 hour 

Continued on page 3

BY ROHAN RAMESH

A view of Carey Hall’s third floor from the skybox. The Writing Center is 
being remodeled as part of the renovation (photo by David Fine).

Gilman Graduates on the Gr idiron



The Gilman News • May 3, 2007Page 2

 

Gilman         School
(410)323-3800 ext. 265
www.GilmanNews.com

 The Gilman News welcomes letters to the editor, columns, and artwork 
from Gilman students, teachers, faculty, alumni, and from the commu-
nity-at-large. The News reserves the right to edit all articles for length and 
grammar. Send correspondence to thegilmannews@gmail.com, or to: 
 

The Gilman News
Gilman School 

5407 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

Editors-in-Chief....................................................David Fine, Edward Wiese  
Managing Editors...........................................Alex Hormozi, Kevin Niparko              
Sports Editor...................................................................................David Jiang
Layout Editor.........................................................................................Jun Lee
Business Editor...................................................................Trevor Hoffberger
Political Editor............................................................................John Sanders
Online Editor.................................................................................Albert Wang
Sports Columnist....................................................................Neill Hessinger

Faculty Advisors.....................Will Perkins, Cesare Ciccanti, Michael Kelly        

Contributors:  Whitney Johnson, Rohan Ramesh, Trevor Hoffberger, 
Brian Hardin, Peter George, Zach Parkinson, David Shea, Jose Turcios, 
Amy Huntoon-Perkins, Derrick Burnett, Boo Smith, Jake Tunney, Matt 
Berger, Jimmy Porterfield., and Brandon Crosby.

 Gilman’s student publications have 
reached a crossroads.  On one hand, 
the editors of these publications face 
an arguably draconian administration 
that has recently instituted ever stricter 
censorial restrictions.  On the other 
hand, the editors hold their integrity, 
their ability to stand-up to an injustice 
and refuse to abide.  
 As writers and artists, our path 
was paved by those before us.  Artistic 
license has for centuries offered the 
venue for novel ideas, enabling com-
munities and societies to consider 
where they are, and where they might 
go.  Voltaire, Thoreau, and Whitman, 
three very prominent  writers, refused 
to succumb to unwarranted censorship 
and ultimately shocked the world with 
their works.  Should their efforts to 
progress literary freedom be in vain?  
 I refer to the newest mandate by our 
administration that promises to further 
censor Paragon.  This action follows the 
publication of poetry containing exple-
tives in the last issue.  However, conten-
tious debate began earlier in the school 
year with the controversial publication 
of Tommy Park’s letter, “What is to be 
Done about the High-School Drinking 
Scene?” in The Gilman News.
   To those who were offended by the 
published obscenities in Paragon, I ask 
this—why should students be required 
to read the ‘N’ word over 200 times 
in The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn but the poetic line “to f--- a girl 
you didn’t know” is so distressing?  
Is it because erudite scholars haven’t 
critically acclaimed this work yet?  And 
why should our last “Writers at Work” 
presenter be allowed to use words like 
“s---” in his presentation, yet we must be 

relegated to only “wholesome” words?  
The sheer discussion of expurgating 
standout poems because of an indi-
vidual definition of what is profane is 
indeed a travesty.  
 While I understand the neces-
sity of refraining from publishing 
smut and erotica in school publica-
tions, there are boundaries that cen-
sorship should not cross.  And while 
I wholeheartedly believe that 
administrators should hold 
some censorship rights over 
student publications, in this 
situation, the profanity was 
not misplaced or misused.  
Had the word appeared in 
The Gilman News, I would 
understand the outcry.  How-
ever, the word was used in an 
artistic magazine to convey an 
intended message, and I believe 
that the poem would not have 
been nearly as powerful without the 
included profanity.
 Submitters to Paragon should not 
be forced to alter their artistic works to 
appease administrators and parents.  
Words can never be evil, only power-
ful.  
 What I find most upsetting about the 
newest mandate is that the administra-
tion refused to discuss the issue with 
the student body.  Rather than consult-
ing us, the administration implemented 
a very controversial regulation without 
any discussion on the rights of students 
and the issue of censorship.        
 It is for the aforementioned rea-
sons that the editors of student-run 
publications call for an immediate 
open-forum assembly to discuss the 
issue.  Students, teachers, and admin-

istrators are encouraged to 
participate so that all view-
points on the censorship of 
Gilman’s student-run publications may 
be debated.  Ultimately, we hope that 
this forum will give birth to a definitive 
contract between administrators and 
students on censorship and the role 
that student-publications should play 
in Gilman.
 Walt Whitman, the world-renowned 
American poet and journalist, once 
wrote that, “The dirtiest book of all 
is the expurgated book.”  Student-run 
publications are created for the stu-

dents, by the stu-
dents.  The reader of the 

publication should be allowed to draw 
his own conclusions about the work and 
topic, unadulterated by administrative 
attempts to curtail the subject matter 
or the language used.  We must look 
towards the future, we must think of the 
thousands of students who will follow in 
our footsteps.  Shall we remain acquies-
cent and support a perceived injustice 
in our community?  Or will we seek to 
change it? 

-KJN

Administrative Policy on Censorship 
Provokes Questions and Concern

Letter to the Editors
Dear Editors, Mr. McGill, Faculty, and 
Parents,

 After much controversy surrounding 
the publication of the Fall/Winter edi-
tion of Paragon, we wanted to clarify 
our role as Gilman’s student literary 
magazine and respond to some com-
ments made about the journal.  First 
and foremost, Paragon is a student-run 
literary magazine meant to exhibit stu-
dent literary works.  We pride ourselves 
on representing not only outstanding 
literary and artistic quality, but also the 
diverse efforts and achievements of our 
student body.  In Mr. McGill’s March 
22nd letter to parents, this mission 
was misrepresented and the hard work 
and outstanding accomplishments of 
published writers were compromised.  
 Throughout the letter, Mr. McGill, 
perhaps unintentionally, implies that 
rebellion – pushing the envelope 
– is part of Paragon’s agenda.  We feel 
confident that none of our published 
writers considered pushing the bound-
aries when putting their thoughts into 
words.  They write because they care 
about writing, and we, as editors and a 
literary review board, deliberate over 
which works to publish because we too 
have a passion for writing.  

 We concede that some of the words 
used in Paragon were offensive to 
various readers.  We ask, however, 
that those who have reminded us to 
be cognizant of our word choice also 
be mindful of theirs.  Referring to 
Paragon editors and staff members as 
“youngsters” and characterizing our 
conversations as “the usual push-pull of 
youngsters” is incongruous to Gilman’s 
mission of “seek[ing] to produce men of 
character and integrity.”  How can we 
be expected to be gentlemen of high 
integrity, enriched in mind, body, and 
spirit if we are so quickly reduced to 
senseless teenagers?  
 We were also upset to see several 
generalizations in this letter.  In Mr. 
McGill’s assessment that “the reader’s 
attention goes to the flamboyant and 
inappropriate, not to the actual sub-
stance of feelings or argument,” we felt 
that the reader was not given enough 
credit.  Many students and parents 
were not distracted by the appearance 
of profanity.  Other readers who were 
not in favor of the use of profanity were 
still able to understand and appreciate 
the literary qualities of the works.  It is 
our assessment that numerous readers 

Continued on page 3
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flight. In fact, Scott said, “I never felt 
as if I was being rushed.” After being 
asked about his favorite part of the 
journey, Scott replied, “I’d say it is a toss 
up between Lima and Machu Picchu. 
Lima had a really vibrant culture, and 
Machu Picchu was just amazing.” This 
journey to Peru pushed all of the trav-
elers to learn some Spanish, “I picked 
up a lot of survival Spanish, and those 
who already spoke the language really 
helped me.” One of the more interest-
ing moments on the trip was when the 
group got to meet a Quechua Shaman. 
A shaman is a healer or spiritual leader. 
One of the more unfortunate moments 
was when one of the travelers picked 

up E. coli from some of the food, but he 
recovered and is presently fine. Even 
with this unfortunate turn, this amaz-
ing opportunity was an overwhelming 
success. The trip was simply “indescrib-
able.” q

acknowledged that the excellent stories 
and poems made this edition of Para-
gon one of its best, and it is unfortunate 
that those readers were not the majority 
that called or emailed administration.  
Instead, the complaints were general-
ized, and, as a result, many of the dis-
tinguished works were overlooked.  
 Every literary work from cover to 
cover was a paragon of exemplary writ-
ing from which our journal derived its 
name.  A reader need not look beyond 
the first poem to gauge the level of 

writing in this magazine.  Senior Neto 
Opara’s “Dear Mother: I’m Failing 
Math…Again” shows a deeply insight-
ful and beautiful understanding of his 
relationship with his mother by linking 
through metaphor mathematics and 
pancakes.  This poem set the standard 
for the whole magazine, and as a reader 
flips through, it is not hard to realize 
that the quality of writing that shines 
on each page is far more important than 
the issue of censorship.  We anticipate 
the same wonderful writing in the 
spring edition of Paragon.
 As the Literary Review Board com-

Paragon Responds to Censorship Discussion
Continued from page 2

Gilman Group Explores Machu 
Picchu Over Spr ing Break

Continued from page 1

Left: Mr. José Turcios, who orga-
nized and led the trip, stands on  
a peak overlooking the beautiful 
ruins of Machu Picchu.

Right: In addition to sightseeing, 
the group got to know some of the 
indigenous people and traditions 
such as native farming (Photos 
courtesy of José Turcios).

David Shea, Senior Class President
Evan Redwood, Junior Class 
President

pletes its spring review term, we’d like 
to explain the criteria we use in review-
ing poems or short stories.  In the past, 
submissions have come predominately 
from upperclassmen, so we  now espe-
cially look for representation from all 
grades. In Review Board meetings, we 
look for creative perspectives on unique 
or perfectly banal topics.  The writing 
should be concise and direct, lacking 
clichés.  Vivid imagery is also impor-
tant.  The Review Board will no longer 
be permitted to consider any work with 
profanity.  We suggest that you take 
this into consideration when submit-

ting next year, but never censor your 
own creative voice.  We look forward 
to putting together a spring Paragon 
that maintains a high level of student 
creative writing.    

Sincerely,
Paragon Literary Editors 

David Fine 
Alex Hormozi
Peter George
Zach Parkinson                                            

Presidental Viewpoint: Shea and Redwood Speak Out

It’s a student 
run magazine 
so I think it’s 
up to those 
involved to 
decide what 
should and 
shouldn’t be in 
Paragon.

“        

                 ”

To censor the use of 
“obscene” words is to 
deny the existence of 
a large portion of the 
modern vernacular, 
and to stifle the creative 
voice of our student 
body.  The administra-
tion is showing a lack 
of faith in the Review 
Board’s ability to sepa-
rate artistic use of pro-
fanity from common 
garbage.

“        

                 ”
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deal of wiring is being run along in ceil-
ing baskets inside Carey Hall for what 
will be a technology-friendly new build-
ing. In addition, each classroom will 
house a projector and a podium with 
DVD and VCR players built in. Long 
gone will be the days when televisions 
were lugged to classrooms from the 
Library. 
 The new Carey Hall will boast sev-
eral meeting rooms, a picturesque art 
room, a senior room, and incredible 
publications facilities among other 
improvements on its “terrace” level. 
Right now, these terrace level additions 
are visible from the outside as cinder-
blocked extensions on the ground floor. 
These same extensions will also serve as 
balconies off of the first floor of Carey 
Hall, providing spectacular views and 
marvelous seats for future athletic con-
tests. 
 Also on the first floor, the Fenimore 
Library has been completely revamped 
along the northern wing of the build-
ing, and its huge new rooms will make 

Contruction Update: Spacious Rooms 
Begin to Take Shape in Carey Hall

exploring the stacks a much easier task.  
In order to climb up into the upper floors 
of Carey Hall, it will no longer be neces-
sary to use two different stairways, as 
there will be one major stairwell that 
will ascend all the way from the “ter-
race” level to the third floor.  
 On the second and third floors of 
Carey Hall, spacious common areas 
appear right outside the stairway, where 
there will be lockers, comfortable furni-
ture, and LCD monitors for the student 
body to enjoy. In addition, the writing-
specific classrooms, which  will replace 
what used to be the Writing Center 
classroom, have taken their structural 
shapes all over the new building.
  While the rest of Carey Hall remains 
largely intact with a great deal of 
improvements, the beams of the Stu-
dent Academic Center have begun to 
form what will be a beautiful, new 
facility. Overall, we have a great deal to 
look forward to with the tremendous 
progress of the Carey Hall construc-
tion and the formation of the Student 
Academic Center. q

Continued from page 1

Clockwise from top left: 
The Common Room bears a resemblance to its former self.  Doors will lead 
from the Common Room to the new balconies.  The central stairwell is a 
work in progress.

The Gilman Room has been left untouched with the exception of its exterior 
wall, which remains only in segments.

The third floor has changed most dramatically: The mural remains for 
now, but the old stairwell has been removed.  The hallway has been shifted 
to the right to make one central hallway from end to end.    

The exterior construction scene as seen from a 3rd floor window.

One of many newly constructed, spacious third floor classrooms.

The Fenimore Library has  gotten a “face-lift.”  This new hallway will 
facilitate easier navigation between bookshelves.  The door to the historic 
library remains untouched (Photos by David Fine ‘07).
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 On March 29th, more than 70 Upper 
School students planted native species 
donated by the Jones Falls Watershed 
Association along the banks of the Stony 
Run Stream. Jim Morrison, Tim Lauer, 
Gary Clarke, and Alvaro Salcedo led 
their crew of earth science and chem-
istry students in planting sycamores, 
dogwoods, cottonwoods, black walnuts, 
and gum trees.  
 The group followed the direction of 
Jim Morrison and Jones Falls Water-
shed representative, Suzanne Greene. 
Mrs. Huntoon-Perkins’ photography 
class also lent a hand in the efforts. This 
project was part of a city-wide goal to 
increase Baltimore’s tree canopy from 
20% to 40% in the next 20 years. Stu-
dents dug holes twice as wide as the root 
balls, watered the new seedlings, and 
removed invasive vines from mature 
trees. The Stony Run stream is a tribu-
tary of the Jones Falls. q

Students Give Back to the Environment

Clockwise from above: Mr. Mor-
rison (far right) and juniors (from 
left to right) Jimmy Porterfield, 
Matt Holman, Will Finney,  Alex 
Gottsch, Neill Hessinger take a 
break from their tree-planting 
duties to pose for a photo. 

Jones Falls Watershed represen-
tative Suzanne Greene (center) 
aids student tree-planters Jarrett 
Horowitz ‘10 (far left) and Joon 
Lee ‘10  (extreme right) with their 
endeavors.

Freshmen Duncan Hutchins, Billy 
Siems, and Nick Posterli pour soil 
over their newly planted sapling 
(Photos by Amy Huntoon-Perkins).

BY THE NEWS STAFF

Grand Hotel Set to Take Stage May 3rd

 Gilman is proud to present Grand 
Hotel.   The musical was first staged 
in 1989 and then went on to win five 
Tony awards before closing in 1992.  At 
Gilman, the musical opens on Thurs-
day, May 3rd at 7:30 in the Alumni 
Auditorium.  It will then run on Friday, 
May 4th and Saturday, May 5th, start-
ing at 8 p.m.  Finally, on Sunday, May 
6th, the show will wrap up with a mati-

nee at 2:00 pm. Grand Hotel centers 
around the lives of various characters 
and their interactions at Europe’s 
most extravagant hotel, Grand Hotel. 
The show stars Bryan DeStefano ‘07, 
Miranda Hall (BMS ‘07), Tara Richter-
Smith (BMS ‘07), John Prevas ‘07, Jack 
Mitchell ‘09, Annie Sherman (BMS 
‘09), John Sanders ’08, and Josh and 
Billy Siems ‘09. Senior Zach Parkinson, 
a Gilman theater veteran who has per-
formed in five productions, exclaimed 
“I have had a great time preparing for 
this musical over the last month, and 
am proud that this musical is my final 
farewell to Gilman Theatre.”  Besides 
all of the actors’ long hours and late 
night rehearsals, the Grand Hotel staff 
has also dedicated a lot of time and 
effort. Mr. Rowell, the director, Ms. 
Fink, the musical director, Ms. Nkeba, 
the conductor, Ms. Romita and Allegra 
Romita (RPCS ’07), the choreographers, 
Chris Flint, the assistant director, and 
Scott Griffith, the stage manager are 
all looking forward to a great opening 
night this Thursday.  Be sure to book a 
suite at the Grand Hotel! Josh Siems ‘10, Billy Siems ‘10, and Annie Sherman BMS ‘09 at 

rehearsal for Grand Hotel  (Photo by Brandon Crosby, ‘07).

BY CONNOR LOUNSBURY
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 There are many questions and con-
troversies in the world of sports. Obvi-
ously, some issues are more trivial in 
nature than others. Does instant replay 
have a place in professional or college 
football? Should college athletes get 
paid? Is auto racing a real sport? Then 
there are other issues that are far more 
important and significant. 
 Last week,  people across the nation 
participated in the “Day of Silence,”  a 
student-led event that promotes the 
acceptance  and recognition of homo-
sexuals in society. Several weeks ago 
former NBA star Tim Hardaway was 
foolish enough to bring perhaps the 
greatest of these issues to the attention 
of everyone in the nation. Do openly 
gay athletes have a place in the world of 
sports? Unlike some issues, this ques-

tion has only been discussed in the last 
decade or so. The notion that one of 
their teammates was not heterosexual 
would be completely disregarded by the 
likes of Mickey Mantle, Johnny Unitas, 
or Bill Russell. It just wasn’t an issue 
back then. Of course, odds are that 
these guys did play with a homosexual 
at some point, but no gay man in those 
days would dream about coming out. 
 But in the present day, where homo-
sexuals are not as widely unwelcome 
and rejected, gay men feel that announc-
ing their sexual preference might not 
completely destroy their reputation and 
career.
 Unfortunately, Tim Hardaway proved 
that the time is still not right. This coun-
try is still not ready for openly gay men 
playing on their favorite sports team. 
And their teammates are certainly not 
ready. The only safe way for people to 
come out in sports is after they have 
retired. John Amaeci, the former NBA 
player to whom Tim Hardaway’s com-
ments were directed, was only comfort-
able coming out after he had retired. 

There have been many former athletes 
who have come out, but no male athlete 
has ever admitted to being homosexual 
while in the midst of his career. 
 The truth is, a confession like that 
would crush an athlete’s reputation and 
career. It’s sad, but that is the fact of the 
matter. Eagles QB Jeff Garcia still hears 
taunts from opposing crowds about his 
sexual preference. And he openly denies 
being gay. The only reason he still hears 
these ludicrous taunts is because of an 
interview with Terrell Owens, one of 
the most idiotic and ignorant people on 
the planet, in which the big-mouthed 
WR questioned Garcia’s heterosexual-
ity. Garcia is currently engaged to a 
Playboy Playmate, by the way. Can you 
imagine if an athlete actually admitted 
he were gay? The abuse would never 
end as long as that player remained in 
uniform. When Tim Hardaway said “I 
hate gay people”, he was condemned 
because a comment like that has thank-
fully become politically incorrect in the 
present day. 
 But just because his comment was 

rejected by many as politically incor-
rect, doesn’t mean that many in America 
do not share his viewpoint and opinion. 
Hate is obviously a strong word, but to 
suggest that the majority of people in 
America would be completely comfort-
able working with a gay man or woman 
over a heterosexual is ignorant. 
 On a recent sports show, Mark 
Schlereth commented that players don’t 
care what your sexual orientation is as 
long as you get your job done on the field. 
While that would be nice to believe, and 
in some cases it’s true, an openly gay 
man would be completely isolated by 
the rest of his team. As ridiculous and 
juvenile as it may be, teammates of said 
openly gay men would be uncomfort-
able. The chemistry of a team would be 
destroyed. 
 Maybe some day down the road 
America will be tolerant enough so a gay 
man can be honest and forthright. But 
nowadays, as terrible as it sounds, a gay 
man in the world of sports is better off 
concealing his sexual preference. q

Hessinger’s Take:
Hardaway’s Comments Offensive, 

Demonstrative of Sad Truth in Sports

 During a span of three weeks in 
March, I saw all or parts of 47 college 
basketball games. Yes, some may call 
it crazy. Others may say, only 47? After 
all, it was March Madness, the time of 
year when everyone fills out their brack-
ets and joins pools and gets surprised 
when people who know nothing about 
basketball end up winning those pools. 
That’s part of the appeal of March Mad-
ness: anyone can participate. I love 
March Madness and you should too. 
Here’s why.

Why March Madness is awesome:
 -There are a lot of basketball games 
to see: 32 games in two days, then 16 
more in the next two days. That’s 48 
games in four days, and of those 48 
there have got be some good ones. 
While you’re watching one, 3 or 4 are 
going on at the same time. When one 
game ends, another is just waiting to 
begin. 
 -It always leaves you wanting more: 
After those 48 games, you have to wait 
four days to see another game. Then 
its 12 games in a four-day stretch, then 
a 6-day wait for two more games, the 
championship, and then boom, three 
weeks of the most exciting basketball 
is over-until next year.
 -CBS: CBS has the rights to all games 
of March Madness. The result is that 
you see the good games. When a game 
is turning into a blowout, the station 
switches to a different game. When 
a close game is in its final seconds, 

it brings you to that game. Two close 
games in their final seconds? CBS will 
go to one during the other’s commercial 
break, then switch back. The added 
bonus here is no commercials. 
 Plus, CBS Sportsline started offering 
free high-definition video of all games 
in the first three rounds online. Let’s 
say your TV is showing Nevada-Mem-
phis, but you want to see Winthrop-
Oregon. Go on CBS Sportsline, and 
within minutes, there’s the game. And 
if that game suddenly starts to become 
boring, switch to UNLV-Wisconsin, 
just a click away. Even if you couldn’t 
stay up for the late games, you can go 
to CBS Sportsline to see highlights, 
and a special buzzer beater feature 
that will show you the final minutes 
of a close game. Plus, there’s the boss 
button, which when clicked, changes 
the screen to an excel document. Once 
the boss/teacher is gone, click again, 
and the video is back. This is less 
applicable, especially to students in the 
tri-school area because the day games 
were during our spring break. 

 -Moments that make you go, “Wow”: 
These moments are always there in 
March Madness. A two-overtime vic-
tory by Vanderbilt over Washington 
State, Ron Lewis’ game-tying three 
off a missed Xavier free throw, a 
Georgetown comeback to tie and then 
dominate North Carolina in OT, a 
buzzer-beater two-pointer by VCU to 
beat Duke.

 -Short commercials: You know how 
when there’s two minutes left in the 
game but it takes ten minutes to play 
out? Most of those ten minutes are 
on the court, with coaches drawing 
up plays, and the screen showing the 
timeouts, fouls, and possession arrow. 
And when it does go to commercial it’s 
usually only for 30-seconds and then 
you’re back.
 -Music: Are you a musician? Then 
you too can play the CBS NCAA Tourna-
ment theme song, the cool one they play 
during all of the commercial breaks. 

 -Cheering for the underdog: Don’t 
know who to cheer for? Look at the 
numbers next to the teams’ names 
and choose the one that has a bigger 
number. It’s the Cinderella, the dark 
horse, the George Mason, the “little 
train that could.” It’s always fun to 
see an upset. Unfortunately, this year, 
upsets were hard to come by. The lowest 
seed to make the Sweet 16 was a 7, the 
lowest to make the Elite 8 a 3. 

 -Picking teams for absurd reasons: 
As mentioned above, you don’t need to 
know anything about basketball to do 
well in pools. Use common sense with 
the top 4 seeds, but then use whatever 
choosing device you want. Pick a team 
because you like the way the name 
sounds, or the mascot, or the colors. 
I picked Winthrop to go to the Sweet 
16 because it was the same name as a 
character in the musical I was in, the 
Music Man. 

 -Emotional highs and lows: Watch-
ing a basketball game can go from 
the highest high to the lowest low. 
After a Friday that included Winthrop 
beating Notre Dame and Texas A&M 
Corpus-Christi holding big leads over 
Wisconsin, Maryland lost on Saturday 
and then Texas, my national champion, 
got clobbered on Sunday. 

-Providing a distraction: Had a bad 
day at school? Get dumped by your 
girlfriend? Fail a test? Just watch a 
few minutes of high-excitement col-
lege basketball and you’ll feel better 
in no time.
 
 -Controversy: Did Jeff Green travel 
on his game winning shot against Van-
derbilt? Did 1.1 seconds really transpire 
during Texas A&M’s inbounds pass? 
Every mistake could be the end of a 
team’s season. 

 -Cool abbreviations: Say you’re 
name is David, and you’re watching 
the Maryland-Davidson game. The 
scoreboard shows DAVID and MD, 

pretty cool to see your name pop up all 
over national television. Say you like the 
movies Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Babel, and 
Troy. Then you would have wanted to 
see the game last year between Bradley 
and Pittsburgh. The scoreboard: BRAD 
PITT.  
 Well, this season is over, but another 
year is on the way. I’ll see you filling out 
those brackets come next March. q

Jiang’s Adventures in March Madness

Florida Forward Joakim Noah 
celebrates a Florida basket in the 
recent NCAA Tournament. Noah 
had 8 points and 3 rebounds in 
Florida’s 84-75 win over Ohio 
State in the title game to lead 
Florida to its second consecutive 
championship (photo courtesy of 
Damon Higgins/The Palm Beach 
Post).
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 In 2006, the Gilman lacrosse team 
finished the season in second place in 
the MIAA “A” Conference (8-2 confer-
ence record), but came up short after 
ending last year’s season with an 8-4 
loss to McDonogh in the semifinals of 
the playoffs. The Greyhound lacrosse 
team is looking forward to producing 
a more successful result this year. 
Their expectations for this upcoming 
season are the same as every year: 
become a team as soon as possible, 
play hard each and every game, and 
make the playoffs. It will be a tough 
road for the Greyhounds since they 
are playing in arguably one of the 
best leagues in the nation. Head 
coach Mr. Brooks Matthews believes 
that they will get it done, but it won’t 
come easy. “We’re going to be going 
up against high caliber teams almost 
every game, but if we play hard each 
game and receive contributions from 
the young players, we are gonna have 

a successful season.”
  The lacrosse team opened their 
season up by playing host to Lovett 
(3/8). Last year during their lacrosse 
trip to Atlanta, Georgia, the Grey-
hounds defeated Lovett 16-6. This 
year, Gilman won again, beating 
Lovett 10-3 at home. After Spring 
Break, the Greyhounds faced their 
out-of-conference rival Georgetown 
Prep (3/21) looking for a little revenge 
after the Little Hoyas triumphed 
during a 8-7 thriller last year. The 
Greyhounds kept it close, but in the 
end Georgetown Prep triumphed by 
the same score, 8-7.  To open up their 
in conference schedule, the Grey-
hounds first faced Archbishop Spald-
ing, in a game they won with a decisive 
14-7 victory. However, the squad 
dropped their second “A” Conference 
game to St. Paul’s despite a valiant 
effort, losing 8-7 to the Crusaders.
 The Greyhounds fell 8-3 at Landon, 
dissapointing after beating the Bears 
last year at home, 13-8. Other than 

Georgetown Prep, Gilman’s only 
other conference loss came from the 
Loyola Dons. Playing on their own 
turf on a cold, windy day, Gilman lost 
8-7 despite holding early leads. On 
April 24th, the Greyhounds played 
defending champion Boy’s Latin,  
suffering a 13-5 loss, unable to stop 
a potent Lakers scoring attack. 
 After losing primetime players 
Barney Ehrmann, Kevin Carroll, 
and Brian Carroll, it is going to be 
difficult for anyone to try and live 
up to the legacy that these three 
great players lef t behind them. 
“As a whole, this team is excited 
about sharing the responsibilities 
on defense and offense.  No one 
person will replace those outstanding  
players, but the hope is that we get 

contributions from more people than 
we did last year.” Coach Matthews 
believes that those players are senior 
goalies Matt Chriss and Ned Lundvall, 
who Coach Matthews thinks are con-
tributions to a strong depth at such 
an important position. Coming back 
at the defensive position are seniors 
Peter Fallon and David Fitzpatrick, 
and juniors Joey Ehrmann and Alex 
Gottsch, all four of whom have been 
heavily relied upon this season. The 
midfield consists of returners Andrew 
Blomquist ‘07, Sam Chambers ‘07, 
amd Ty Kimball “08, as well as tal-
ented sophomores Jack Doyle, Greg 
McBride, and Cooper Brown. Expect 
an exhilarating end to the season for 
the lacrosse team. q

Gilman Lacrosse Hopes to “Step Up”
BY DERRICK BURNETT

Junior defender Alex Gottsch takes away the topside from an Arch-
bishop Spalding attackman, as goalie  Matt Chriss ‘07 looks on. (Photo 
by Boo Smith).

Midfielder Ty Kimball ‘08 sets up a scoring oppurtunity as he charges 
past a Spalding defender on a fastbreak. Kimball scored twice in the 
game, as Gilman won, 14-7 (Photo by Boo Smith).

Gilman Checks in with Ambrose Wooden ’03
Continued from page 1

Left: Wooden smiles as he takes 
his walk across the stage at the 
2003 Gilman Commencement 
ceremony (Photo courtesy of 
Cynosure)

 Gilman coach Biff Poggi said that 
it was a “great experience” coaching 
both Ambrose and Victor. He said that 
the earliest sign in Wooden’s playing 
career that he would be a star came in 
Wooden’s freshman year at Gilman. 
After he returned a kick-off for a touch-
down, Coach Poggi “knew he would be 
a special player.” 
 Once again, Wooden had no other 
words to describe the particular moment 
except “it was just fun.” “I was a young 
freshman, wide-eyed,” Wooden said. 
He let his ability and coaching take 
over, something that has gotten him 
very far in his life. Wooden said that it 
was not even just his coaches that got 
him through high school, but also the 
faculty at Gilman. 
 In the fall, Wooden had the opportu-
nity to return to Baltimore for football. 
The Fighting Irish played against the 
Navy Midshipmen at M&T Bank Sta-
dium last fall, and Wooden described 
the experience as “crazy playing at ‘Ray 
[Lewis]’s house’.” 
 What was very exciting for Wooden 
and Abiamiri, however, was that they 
both had the chance to attend chapel 

with Coach Poggi once again. The 
Friday night before every game, Coach 
Poggi holds chapel for the players. 
Wooden said that being more mature 
helped them both “listen up to what he’s 
saying.” He also stated that the chapel 
“reminded me of high school.”
 While Abiamiri is now an Eagle, 
Wooden still has a year left of college 
football. After not playing in his fresh-
man year, he still has a year of eligibil-
ity, after which Wooden says he is not 
yet sure what he will do. Hopefully, he 
says, he will try out for a team and get 
drafted. Otherwise, he would love to get 
a job on Wall Street. 
 Ambrose Wooden’s experiences at 
Gilman tremendously affected him 
throughout his football career. Wooden 
says that he has learned to “never leave 
another guy alone.” He continues to help 
others for he says you are constantly 
“building your brothers.” Wooden said 
that his Gilman football experience 
was so great because, “if you looked at 
our senior year, we weren’t the most 
athletic…everybody contributed.” On 
more of a broad scale, Wooden says that 
Gilman itself has made him what he is 
today. The faculty and students have 
become his friends forever.  
 “Be what you would want others to 
think of you as a person,” Wooden said. 
He epitomizes this line, for he has taken 
a rigorous athletic life and made it, “just 
fun.” q
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Five Returners Lead 
Defending Champion 

Golf Team
BY MATT BERGER

Baseball Hopes to Repeat 2006 Success

 With one of the hardest sched-
ules Gilman baseball has ever faced, 
including three nationally ranked 
out-of-state teams, hard work will be 
vital to the team’s success this year.  
Much of that work began in the off-
season. Led by seniors such as Grady 
Lincalis Whitney Johnson, and David 
Weckesser. the team made much 
needed progress in the preseason. 
While other MIAA “A” Conference 
teams have several weeks—often 
even months—to prepare for their 
conference schedules, Gilman has 
only a week or two to get ready for 
their games.  The work of pitching ace 
David Weckesser was impeded by an 
elbow injury that required surgery, 
but his operation went smoothly and 
he is ready for his last season as a 
Gilman baseball player.  With only 
seven returning seniors there are 
a few open positions that will need 
filling by the talented junior class.  
However, as pitcher Neill Hessinger 
put, “The juniors that we will count 
on this year to compete have not had 
any varsity experience.”  The juniors 
are aware of their responsibility to 
step up into the open positions, and 
they have been working hard to make 
up for their lack of experience.  Junior 

Zach McElroy embodies this trait as 
he played a lot during the off-season 
in order to fine-tune his game. Like 
many other juniors, he has dreamed of 
playing varsity baseball since he was 
little, and he is now taking full advan-
tage of his chance by pushing himself 
to the limit. In addition to McElroy, 
the junior crop includes outfielders 
Neill Hessinger and Sam Frank as 
well as shortstop Ed Wiese and pitcher 
Derrick Burnett. All of these juniors 
have seen playing time thus far in 
the season and hope to build up their 
young varsity careers. 
 Head coach Dr. Marty Meloy’s goals 
of, “being competitive and ultimately 
reaching the playoffs and winning the 
championship,” are not out of reach.  In 
order for them to be tangible the team 
must play together, and be extremely 
focused and fundamentally sound.  
While it may be hard for players to 
ignore their personal successes and 
failures, Coach Meloy also stresses 
the importance of thinking about the 
team ahead of individual statistics. 
 The non-baseball playing commu-
nity is very excited to see how their 
classmates’ hard work pays off.   Ben 
Daly, an avid baseball fan, said, “I’ve 
watched my classmates blossom as 
baseball players. And I’m looking 
forward to seeing the fruit of their 

labors.”  
 With a tough schedule, and many 
great games at home, there will be 
numerous opportunities to witness 
the “fruit” of our classmates’ hard 
work.
   In their first three league games, 
Gilman defeated John Carroll 6-1, 
shut out Loyola 5-0 on a J.B. Cooke 
2-hitter, and then lost to McDonogh 
4-2.
 On May 31, Gilman had a thrill-
ing come from behind 13-12 victory 

against Malvern Prepfor a 4-2 record. 
It was a game that Malvern dominated 
throughout with the Greyhounds scor-
ing 7 runs in the bottom of the seventh 
to win.  
 However, the team has struggled 
to regain its form, losing nine of its 
last ten to fall to 5-11 on the year, the 
only other win coming against John 
Carroll on April 19th. Gilman finishes 
up the year against Curley, Spalding, 
Calvert Hall, Gibbons and St. Paul’s 
The playoffs start on May 14th. q

Neill Hessinger ‘08 smacks a single against Loyola. The Greyhounds 
won the game 5-0 and Hessinger had two hits (Photo by Boo Smith)

BY JAKE TUNNEY

 In 2006, the Gilman Varsity golf 
team finished the season with a record 
of 17-1 and a 12.5-8.5 victory over St. 
Paul’s in the MIAA “A” Conference-
championship match. The win gave the 
Greyhounds their first league champi-
onship since 1998. Looking ahead to the 
2007 season, the entire golf program is 
hoping for more of the same. 
 “I have high expectations for this 
group,” said Varsity head coach Mr. Don 
Rogers. “My biggest challenge will be to 
decide who plays #1, #2, etc.” Return-
ing varsity golfers Doug Williams (’07), 
Brad Miller (’08), Matt Mighty (’08), 
Jason Frankel (’08), and Hunter Rief 
(’09) will look to lead a team that prides 
itself on being strong from the top to the 
bottom of its roster. 
 While Gilman’s depth certainly 
makes it an early favorite to repeat as 
champions, St. Paul’s, McDonogh, Sts. 
Peter and Paul, and Loyola will all field 
very competitive teams that would love 
nothing more than to knock Gilman off 
of its pedestal.
 In order to repeat as champions, 

Coach Rogers knows that it is important 
for his team to focus on the present and 
not look too far ahead. “This year our 
theme will be one match at a time with 
the goal being a #1/#2 seed at year 
end giving us home-course advantage 
throughout the playoffs.”  If Gilman 
earns home-course advantage in the 
postseason, history says that they will 
be nearly impossible to beat. In the two 
years that Gilman has called Elkridge 
Club its home, the Greyhounds are a 
perfect 18-0 in the postseason.
 The golf team dominated their 
schedule going 8-2, defeating Loyola, 
McDonogh, St. Mary’s, St. Peter and 
Paul, Curley, Boy’s Latin, John Carroll 
and Spalding by an average margin of 
over 13. Their only losses came against 
the British Swifts, a team of all-stars 
from England, and an eight-point loss 
to rivals St. Paul’s. Despite the loss, 
the Greyhounds remain the leaders in 
the  “A” Conference. MIAA individuals 
began on April 30, and the MIAA team 
finals are on May 19 at Caves Valley Golf 
Club, where the Greyhounds hope to be 
celebrating once again.  q

 The Gilman Varsity Golf team poses at Elkridge. (Photo by Jun Lee ‘08)

ARIES 
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

IF YOU LEARN TO RUN WHILE YOU DRINK, 
YOU MAY CATCH A HARE. WITH THE ABIL-

ITY TO DO MANY THINGS AT ONCE, YOU 
HAVE A LEG UP TO THOSE AROUND YOU.  

LIBRA 
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 23

CAST NO DIRT INTO THE WELL THAT 
HAS GIVEN YOU WATER. DEFEND THOSE 
FRIENDS AROUND YOU THAT ARE BEING 

BLAMED, AS THEY HAVE DEFENDED YOU IN 
THE PAST. 

TAURUS 
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

HE THAT WOULD HAVE EGGS, MUST 
ENDURE THE CACKLING OF HENS. ENJOY 
YOUR EGGS; DON’T LISTEN TO THE HENS.

SCORPIO 
OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 21

THAT WHICH IS GOOD FOR THE HEAD, IS 
EVIL FOR THE NECK AND THE SHOULDERS. 
THE BALANCE IN ONE’S LIFE IS CRUCIAL 

TO HAPPINESS AND GOOD CHEER.

GEMINI 
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

DRY BREAD AT HOME IS BETTER THAN 
ROAST MEAT ABROAD. YOUR HOME IS 
WHERE YOUR HEART IS, DON’T EVER 

FORGET THAT.

SAGITTARIUS 
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

 WHO KEEPS COMPANY WITH THE WOLF, 
WILL LEARN TO HOWL. BE CAREFUL OF 

THOSE NEW FRIENDS YOU HAVE ASSOCI-
ATED WITH, THEY DON’T HAVE YOUR BEST 

INTEREST IN MIND.

CANCER 
JUNE 22 - JULY 22

WHO WILL MAKE A DOOR OF GOLD, MUST 
KNOCK A NAIL EVERY DAY. TO GET WHERE 

YOU WANT TO BE REQUIRES SACRIFICES 
AND TIME WELL WORKED.

CAPRICORN 
DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR BUT PULL NOT 
DOWN YOUR HEDGE. BE KIND AND GRA-

CIOUS TO THOSE AROUND YOU, HOWEVER 
BE MINDFUL OF YOUR PRIVACY AND PER-

SONAL SECRETS.

LEO 
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

THE ORANGE TOO HARD SQUEEZED 
YIELDS BITTER JUICE. 

AQUARIUS 
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

MANY THINGS GROW IN A GARDEN THAT 
WERE NEVER SOWN THERE. GOOD 

THINGS OFTEN COME FROM UNEXPECTED 
PLACES, BE PREPARED TO TAKE ADVAN-

TAGE OF TIMELY LUCK

VIRGO 
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

THE DOG THAT IS IDLE BARKS AT THE FLEAS, 
BUT HE THAT IS HUNTING FEELS THEM NOT. 
REMEMBER THAT IN TIMES OF STRIFE AND 

HARDSHIP, HONEST WORK IS THE BEST MEDI-
CINE.

PISCES 
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

OMELETS ARE NOT MADE WITHOUT BREAK-
ING OF EGGS. IN ORDER FOR GOALS TO BE 

ACCOMPLISHED, DON’T BE AFRAID TO DO 
WHAT EVER IT MAY TAKE.

What’s your Sign?
BY JIMMY PORTERFIELD


