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BY DARA BAKAR

 With the end of the year rapidly 
approaching, most students will look 
forward to summer vacation. This 
break, however, students have some-
thing else to look forward to: next year’s 
launch of Gilman’s Dining Services by 
FLIK Independent Schools. 
 The new state-of-the-art dining 
program, led by Ms. Collier, Director 
of Dining Services, will surely be an 
exciting start to next year. Ms. Collier 
has been developing the new dining 
program for the last two years. She 
has been coordinating with the Par-
ents Association, Mr. Sean Furlong, 
the Business Manager, and the heads 
of the respective schools to develop 
the program. Ms. Collier is ecstatic 
about the program and believes that 
students will be extremely pleased 
with her plans. She confirmed, “I am 
honored to be part of this new dining 
program at Gilman.” Ms. Collier has 

created the dining program to include 
one executive chef and thirteen kitchen 
employees including Mr. Andre Harris, 
who will be serving the meals they hope 
students will find savory. 
 The menu has been constructed with 
nutritional standards in mind, so that 
students will enjoy healthy, yet flavor-
ful meals. Ms. Collier commented, “We 
want to teach students to eat nutritious 
food, but at the same time give students 
delectable meals.” There will be a differ-
ent menu cycle for each month based on 
minimum standards of nutrition, which 
will include a selection of whole grains, 
fresh fruit, and local fresh produce. Stu-
dents will have daily options of a soup 
and a salad, a specialty sandwich, a hot 
entrée, a dessert, and a beverage. The 
different stations will include a soup 
bar, a hot food line, a vegetarian bar, 

Continued on page 3
The new dining facilities, which can seat the entire Upper School, will 
provide healthy yet tasty foods to Gilman Students. (Photo by Ned 
Whitman)

Harry Hughes-Davies Pays Visit from St. Edward’s

 As part of the Thomas A. Hardie 
school exchange, Harry Hughes-Davies, 
a junior at St. Edward’s College in 
Oxford, England, came to Gilman to 
attend classes here and at Bryn Mawr. 
Having stayed with Scott Gummerson  
‘09, Harry greatly enjoyed his time here 
in the US. “So far, I’ve really enjoyed it 
and I’ve met some really nice people.”     

 Harry took four courses at Gilman: 
Chemistry, Biology, Precalculus, and 
French, and took one at Bryn Mawr: US 
History (he actually alternated between 
US history at Gilman and the same class 
at Bryn Mawr). These are essentially 
the same as the classes he takes at St. 
Edward’s, but Harry found that classes 
at Gilman are not exact replicas of the 
ones he takes across the pond. “They 
are very similar; the lessons here are 

much longer, though.” Another differ-
ence between Gilman and St. Edward’s 
is that St. Edward’s is a co-ed school, 
and does not have any “sister schools” 
like Gilman does. “I really like the 
coordinated classes and how you can 
mix with the other schools, I think it’s 
a really good idea,” he said. 
         The pressure to get into college is 
another aspect of high school life which 
differs between England and America. 
Unlike the seemingly omnipresent anx-
iety about college and the application 
process in the U.S., the attitude toward 
college is much more relaxed in the U.K. 
“Everyone here is always talking about 
university… in England it’s not such a 
big deal,” he said. In addition, one is 
only allowed to apply to a maximum of 
five colleges in England. 
      Outside of the classroom, Harry 
enjoys golf, water-skiing, and tea 
– English Breakfast, to be exact. 
Although he remained in Baltimore for 
the duration of his stay, Harry also vis-
ited the Baltimore Zoo and spent a great 
deal of time with Scott Gummerson, 
his host, and his friends. While he was  
here, Harry took the initiative to follow 
up one of his passions in America as he 
joined Gilman’s rugby team that plays 

with Poly after school. Mr. Kirby, who 
coaches the rugby team, had this to say: 
“He was well-trained and a great rugby 
player. He played two positions, and he 
was always really cooperative and the 
kind of guy who helped other players 
get better. We’re going to miss him.” 
 The Hardie exchange started 39 
years ago and has been a great success  
since its inception. Mr. Christ is the 
current coordinator of the exchange, 
and he describes it as “a great oppor-
tunity for a Gilman boy to go abroad.” 
This June, Scott Gummerson will go 
to England to live with Harry and 
his family and attend classes at St. 
Edward’s. 
 Harry left Gilman on April 18th, 
and his peers here at Gilman were not 
looking forward to his leaving. “I was 
really surprised to see Harry assimilate 
himself into the school so quickly. He 
was a big contributor in math class and 
seemed to make friends really easily,” 
said Trevor Hoffberger ‘09. Fellow 
rugby teammate Liam McIntyre said, 
“He’s a really nice guy, a good rugby 
player, and everybody likes him.” 
Admired by both faculty and students 
alike, Gilman will miss Harry as he 
heads home. q

BY CHRISTIAN MOSCARDI

Harry’s departure casts a shadow at Gilman (Photo by Ned Whitman)
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Letters to the Editor
 This letter is written not only as a 
response to the “Why Obama Has My 
Vote” article featured in the March 
4th Gilman News, but also to remind 
readers that there is, indeed, another 
candidate. I realize that it is easy to be 
swept away by Senator Barack Obama’s 
media appeal. Yet, flash is not enough 
to lead our great nation.  
 It appears that Senator Obama will 
wind up being the Democratic nomi-
nee for President in 2008, especially 
if he wins the North Carolina primary 
election in the next month. He likely 
will have won a greater total number of 
pledged delegates than Hillary Clinton 
as well as the majority of the Demo-
cratic Party’s popular vote. I believe, 
however, that Senator John McCain, 
who has wrapped up the Republican 
nomination, will be the better and 
more effective President of the United 
States in 2008. My reasons are as fol-
lows:
 The economy will clearly be one 
of the most important issues in the 
upcoming election. Americans are 
worried about many national eco-
nomic crises including job security, the 
cost of gasoline, and the cost of elec-
tricity. How is America going to regain 
its footing and thrive in the next four 
years? Senator John McCain believes 
in freeing up individual initiative. 
He advocates allowing the economy 
to correct itself through free market 
capitalism. Senator McCain would 
say that America needs to rely on the 
market system and small business 
entrepreneurship, which depends on 
individual initiative and judgment to 
help the economy grow.   
 Conversely, Senator Obama favors 
more government regulation and inter-
vention into the economy to increase 
the “safety net” so that people will 
not be allowed to fail. Such a system, 
however, may strip the economy of 

many of its free market incentives and 
would interfere with the economy by 
increasing taxes and governmental 
interference in business. 
 Senator Obama is certainly one 
of the most skilled politicians that I 
have ever seen, but Obama’s resume 
is awfully thin to become President. 
His inexperience rears its head every 
so often. For example, Obama stated in 
a debate with Hillary Clinton in Texas 
that he would meet with the leaders of 
North Korea, Iran, and Cuba without 
preconditions. This tactic is naïve in 
the belief that he possesses the cred-
ibility to single-handedly sway these 
explosive leaders. 
 Many have drawn comparisons 
between President John F. Kennedy 
and Obama, and rightfully so. Senator 
Obama offers charisma and youth as 
did the 35th President. People must 
remember, however, that JFK led our 
nation into one of the most embarrass-
ing foreign affair disasters in our his-
tory. The Bay of Pigs incident in Cuba 
was largely a result of Kennedy’s inex-
perience in leading the foreign policy 
of a nation as powerful as America. 
America can ill afford a costly mistake 
due to our Head of State’s inexperi-
ence, as we are currently in one of 
our most important and fragile times 
regarding foreign affairs. Given the 
fact that Senator Obama has no record 
of foreign diplomacy, America could 
be in a great deal of trouble relying on 
mere charisma to solve such compli-
cated worldwide problems. 
 On the other hand, foreign policy is 
indisputably Senator John McCain’s 
strongest field. McCain believes in a 
strong America and, unlike the Bush 
Administration, he believes in increas-
ing our worldwide alliances. Even 
McCain’s rivals do not dare question 
his devotion to America. He has proven 
himself worthy of calling the shots of 

Republican frontrunner John McCain rides the straight talk express at 
Las Vegas rally. (Photo courtesy of www.blogs.lasvegassun.com)   

the strongest nation in the world. 
Senator Obama is undoubtedly a 
remarkable orator. After hearing one of 
his moving speeches, one will readily 
chant “Yes, we can!” and be ready for 
“change”. Yet, it is nearly impossible to 
understand where he stands on most 
issues. Is Obama for an immediate 
evacuation of troops in Iraq? What 
are his plans for the housing mortgage 
crisis? What will be his foreign policy 
towards China? How can we improve 
American schools? Not only does 
Barack Obama not possess the experi-
ence required to run this nation, the 
majority of this nation does not know 
what he stands for. 
 As a matter of fact, it is not clear 
that Obama himself knows what he 
stands for. Bill Sammon, a Senior 
White House Correspondent, writes of 
Obama’s uncertainty in his published 
article, “Obama Flaps Could Increase 
in Weight in General Election,” that 
was featured in The Examiner on April 

2. Sammon writes that many Ameri-
cans have been “put off by a voter 
group’s questionnaire that Obama 
filled out in 1996, when he was running 
for the state Senate in Illinois. He took 
dogmatically liberal positions on gun 
control, the death penalty and abor-
tion. Although Obama’s handwriting 
is on the questionnaire, his campaign 
now says it was filled out by a staffer.” 
How can Senator Obama unite our 
divided nation without strength in his 
own convictions? 
 I believe that Senator Barack Obama 
is incapable of initiating and upholding 
solid policies. His campaign is based 
on fluff that will never hold up when 
the going gets tough. While McCain’s 
media appeal does not stand up to the 
rock-star status of Senator Obama’s, 
Senator John McCain’s “straight talk” 
provides our nation with substance 
and the ability to lead the United States 
in the next four years. 

Ryan Gisriel endorses McCain, questions Obama’s experience

 I was happy to see the latest issue 
of The News filled with a variety 
of topics ranging from politics to 
pastry chefs; however, I was upset 
to see that the final two pages dedi-
cated to Gilman sports did not men-
tion our championship swim team.  
I am not a swimmer; consequently I 
am not writing this to praise my own 
team.  I am writing as a Gilman stu-
dent who takes pride in the school’s 
championships, no matter how little 
attention the sport receives.  In this 
regard, the swim team has not won 
a championship since 1984, but 
through benign neglect the editors 
of The News have failed to record 
this significant event.  In addi-
tion, it is interesting that a Gilman 
interscholastic championship team 
is not mentioned, but that an intra-
mural championship team receives 
public acclaim.  As the medium for 
the Gilman student community to 
voice its opinions on headline news 
around the globe, The News has 
failed to mention a Gilman cham-
pionship at home, a feat that has 
become a source of pride to many.  

In addition, The News furnished the 
lacrosse tryouts with coverage that 
included pictures.  This issue of The 
News proves that the Gilman com-
munity cares solely about the big 
name sports at the school.  Why are 
Blue and Gray days designated only 
for football games?  Why does the 
Spirit Committee make announce-
ments only for rival games in bas-
ketball, football, or lacrosse?  Never 
have I heard an announcement to 
recruit fan support for a swim meet 
or a wrestling match from someone 
other than that team’s spokesman.  
Those that ran for school president 
ran on the platform that they would 
try to engender fan support at every 
sporting event.  This has failed to 
develop.  The March 4, 2008 issue 
of The News certainly has displayed 
the mindset of the Gilman commu-
nity towards the smaller, quieter 
sports.

Sincerely,    
Ryan Motevalli-Oliner

Ryan Motevalli-Oliner Draws 
Attention to MIAA Swim Champs 
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 Ed Wiese’s previous editorial (“Why 
Barack Obama Has My Vote”), which 
gives a personal take on Obama’s politi-
cal success thus far, shakes my faith in 
our generation’s attitude toward poli-
tics.  I agree that Obama has galvanized 
millions to support his campaign, many 
of whom had once shared Ed’s previ-
ous disinterest in America’s political 
system.  To find a rebuttal to the edito-
rial, however, one must look no further 
than the article itself, which proves 
Obama’s political and cultural stardom 
to be hollow.
 Ed states that Obama stimulated him 
to pay more attention to the current 
nomination process.  Unfortunately, 
that interest has not been directed 
towards caring more passionately 
about different issues: “Although I have 
lightly researched each of the respective 
candidate’s stances and tried to stay 
up-to-date on the biggest election sto-
ries, I derive no more enjoyment from 
analyzing political policies than I did 
before the primaries began.”  Later, Ed 
writes, “He has motivated me to…put 
some serious thought into my opin-
ions, to honestly feel some passion for 
politics– and his ability to do so has 
absolutely nothing to do with his posi-
tion on each of the respective issues in 
the Democratic Primary.”
 What confuses me most is the fact 
that Ed says Obama has cured him of 
political apathy, yet he remains gener-
ally indifferent towards the election 
issues.  Has he really become more 
interested in politics– or in a politi-
cian?  Are we really in a day and age 
where personality trumps policy?  If 
Obama is so popular merely because 
of his charisma, does that truly qualify 
him for the position of Commander 
in Chief?  Ed agrees “with more of his 
policies than with those of the other 
candidates,” yet refuses to mention any.  
Instead of an article devoted to Obama’s 
health care plan, his Iraq withdrawal 
proposal, or his stance on education, 
we get an article about and his ability 
to “bring a fresh and unique approach 
to politics” and make “politics… not feel 
like politics.”  Whatever that means.
 Surprisingly, Ed even admits that 

Clinton and McCain are more quali-
fied candidates, writing that “Hillary’s 
domestic policies seem much more 
crisp and well constructed, McCain 
possesses an unparalleled under-
standing how to serve his country, 
and both, of course, possess far more 
experience than Obama.”  These limi-
tations, which should be serious flaws 
for any Presidential candidate, are just 
brushed aside in the very next line: 
“Quite frankly, however, these issues 
have assumed far less importance for 
me in this election.  I believe the change 
Barack would bring– and has already 
brought– hold far more significance 
than the nitty-gritty aspects of poli-
tics.”  If by “the nitty-gritty aspects of 
politics,” Ed is referring to the national 
debt, the tax code, the PATRIOT Act, 
and Social Security, I seriously question 
how the esoteric word “change” could 
matter so much more than all of that.
 “Maybe I’m wrong,” Ed writes.  
“Maybe I’m just another voter who has 
been swept away by the momentum of 
the Illinois’ Senator’s campaign, who’s 
buying into his ploy of style-before-sub-
stance.”  Please, Ed: take another look.  
The President of the United States needs 
to be much more than a motivational 
speaker or an incarnation of “change we 
can believe in.”  If that were true, Tony 
Robbins would be a shoo-in.  No, the 
President must be able to find solutions 
the nation’s problems, problems that a 
charismatic personality cannot fix.  
I implore you, the reader, to do your 
homework on the political candidates.  
Look up voting records at www.onthe-
issues.com.  Find out which politician 
aligns most with your viewpoints on 
www.glassbooth.org.  Read the paper, 
watch the news, listen to the radio, stay 
informed.  Look beyond a candidate’s 
motto into his or her stance on NAFTA, 
wiretapping, or gay marriage.  If, after 
that, you are still drawn to Obama, 
then clearly he’s your candidate.  But 
don’t let this election be decided on one 
candidate’s ability to coin motivational 
slogans and hold political rallies look 
like circuses.  Let it be decided on what 
really matters: the issues.

Let ters  (cont ’d)

Giff Brooks: 
When Did the Issues Stop Mattering?

New Food Plan
Continued from page 1

The new dining hall will play host to an assortment of foods, one of 
which being brick oven pizza. (Photo by Ned Whitman)

 Gilman’s “It’s Academic” team has 
certainly mastered the buzzer, advanc-
ing to the semifinals in this year’s 
regional tournament. While the varsity 
lacrosse team has recently cemented 
itself as a national powerhouse, “It’s 
Ac” hopes to do the same in the coming 
months. 
 Under the leadership of the club 
president Giff Brooks 08’, the team 
has flourished, attracting large crowds 
at its weekly meetings. In fact, some 
might argue that it is the best team 
that Gilman has fielded in many years. 
Although “It’s Academic” has always 
been popular amongst Gilman students, 
this year, the team looks especially 
poised to advance deep into the inter-
scholastic tournament. 
 “I think what makes us so successful 
is our strong leadership and the fact that 
every member of the team brings some-
thing different to the table,” said Zach 
Fang 08’, the team’s self-proclaimed 
expert on U.S. politics and world 
geography, “We are definitely strong 
on all fronts.”  While certain members 
such as Aaron Jordan 08’ are quick to 
rattle off sports statistics and the latest 
bits of pop culture, Giff Brooks is fully 
capable of tackling the toughest math 
problems in mere seconds. According 
to most members, the team’s multi-fac-

“It’s Academic” Trounces Competition
BY AVESH THULUVATH

eted nature has developed as a result of 
experience. 
 “Seeing as most of us are seniors, 
we have practically completed our high 
school education,” said Kenny Gruen ‘08 
“We have taken classes in almost every 
subject and have obtained a lot of useful 
information.” After winning its first 
round matchup against Fallston and 
McDonogh in the fall, Gilman’s recent 
surge past Urbana and Arundel has 
moved the team into the regional semi-
finals. Moreover, the team seems to be 
brimming with confidence and excite-
ment as its next match approaches. No 
matter what happens on this fateful day, 
however, Gilman’s “It’s Academic” team 
has certainly exceeded expectations and 
set the tone for the years to come. q

From left: Giff Brooks, Kenny Gruen, and Aaron Jordan celebrate a 
win. (Photo by Ned Whitman).

Dr. Kelly trains his team for 
success.(Photo by Ned Whitman)

a grill station, a beverage station, and 
a dessert station. Some items to look 
forward to include: cream of broccoli 
soup, sun-dried tomato pesto pasta, 
chicken fajitas, buffalo wings, and fresh 
assorted fruits. These are only some of 
the many options that will be available 
for one week. The menu will constantly 
change, leaving students many daily 
options to sate their voracious appetites. 
Ms. Collier is even planning ahead, as 
she stated, “In the future, menus will be 
based on food committees that incorpo-
rate feedback from faculty, parents, and 
students.” 
 FLIK’s Dining Program will be an 
integral part of next year. The program 
will be mandatory for all students, so 
that everyone will always have a lunch. 
With the implementation of the meal 
plan, tuition will also increase by $675. 
In addition, the students and the faculty 
will finally have the chance to eat under 
one roof in the comfort of the upcoming 
dining hall. The administration believes 
that FLIK’s Dining Program along with 
the new dining hall will engender a 
stronger bond among students and fac-
ulty alike. Mr. Schmick said, “I think the 
more time we spend together, the more 
unified we will become. I feel that this is 
an opportunity for us to get even closer. 
Next year, I am going to try to eat with 
as many students as I can!” 

 Although the administration is 
enthused about the new dining pro-
gram, some students are not as excited. 
Rising seniors are looking forward to 
exercising their long-awaited privilege 
of leaving campus at lunchtime. When 
asked about the new dining program 
next year and his plans for lunch, rising 
senior, Malik Compton replied, “I am 
still going to go to Chipotle.” Chris 
Maddox ’09 agreed, “I will still go to 
Chipotle, even if I have to pay before-
hand.” However, when posed the same 
question, Ben McClamrock ’08 replied, 
“I think that people will still go out, but 
not as frequently.” Andrew Nelson ’08 
also agreed, “I am not going to go out as 
much for lunch as I would have because 
we will have all these services and a 
wide variety of food.” The new dining 
hall may also fill quickly as the stated 
capacity of about 400 will struggle to 
hold the Upper School population of 
about 430 plus the 80 or so teachers. 
 Ms. Collier has worked hard with 
FLIK to create this new dining expe-
rience for Gilman. She declared with 
enthusiasm, “I think that this program 
will be a landmark for independent 
school dining with its features in inno-
vation and sustainability. I’m not aware 
of any other K-9 dining program that 
features our program.” Ms. Collier is 
ready for next year’s Dining Program 
and hopes that the new program will 
finally cater to the insatiable appetite 
of 978 hungry boys. q
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Mock Trial Concludes Thrilling Season
BY KEVIN NIPARKO

 For years, Gilman’s Mock Trial 
team has eschewed the limelight.  
Apart from the periodic announce-
ment advertising an upcoming match, 
Mock Trial has managed to pass under 
the social radar.  However, after fin-
ishing undefeated this season and 
advancing to regionals, Mock Trial 
has demanded the attention they so 

rightfully deserve.
 The Mock Trial circuit is divided 
into Districts.  Gilman is in the 8th 
District, which includes perennial 
powerhouses Boys’ Latin and Friends.  
Each team breaks into the defense and 
prosecution.  Some students play law-
yers, others act as witnesses.  A case is 
distributed to each team, and players 

memorize their roles.  The matches 
are housed at a courthouse downtown, 
and a real judge determines a winner 
based on both team’s arguments.
 Ms. Loretta Tassoni has been 
coaching Mock Trial for the past ten 
years and is convinced that Mock 
Trial is action-packed.  “These kids 
are really dedicated and clock a lot 

of time working on each 
case.  When they get to 
the court-room, it’s really 
amazing to watch them 
in action,” she says of the 
team.  Ms. Tassoni and 
the team consult Lewis 
Close for advice, a profes-
sional lawyer and father of 
George Close ’09.
 The team, loaded with 
underclassmen talent, fin-
ished the regular season 
6-0, a f irst for Gilman 
Mock Trial.  The season 
included two important 
upsets against Friends and 
Baltimore Freedom Acad-
emy.  From the 130 teams 
in Maryland, Gilman made 
the top eight and advanced 
to the regional finals. They 
headed to Ellicot City but 

were defeated in a closely contested 
match to Salisbury School. “I think our 
success this season really put us on the 
map.  I’ve noticed a lot of people asking 
about whom we play next and how 
Mock Trial works.  And with up-and-
coming lawyers like Ben Scholz and 
Anshul Mehra, we should be a strong 
team for years to come,” predicts Ms. 
Tassoni.
 Mock Trial’s ascension to stardom 
continues an exciting trend wit-
nessed thus far this year—the rise 
of atypical extracurricular activies.  
Although sporting announcements 
have habitually received the lion’s 
share of applause in assembly, student 
activists like Harry Rudo ’09 and Alex 
Hormozi ’08 have sought to challenge 
that status quo.  Rudo has given a 
facelift to the Chess Club, present-
ing what seems to be a never-ending 
supply of trophies to Mr. Schmick.  
Hormozi, meanwhile, has resuscitated 
the once fading Paragon.  This buzz in 
the assembly hall may be indicative of 
changes in the tenor of Gilman extra-
curriculars, prehaps catalyzed by the 
appointment of the Mr. John Schmick 
for Headmaster.  q

The Mock Trial team finished with the best regular season record in school history: 
6-0. (Photo courtesy Cynosure)

    With less than a month before open-
ing, the cast of Anything Goes is hard 
at work. Blocking, singing, and danc-
ing await these dedicated actors every 
night in the Alumni Auditorium as they 
fervently work on a technically difficult 
and demanding musical. Under the 
direction of Mr. John Rowell, the cast 
and crew are eager for Opening Night.
 A true 1930’s comedy, the story 
revolves around Billy Crocker (Conor 
McGee ’09) and his hilarious encoun-
ters with his crush, Hope Harcourt 
(Annie Sherman BMS ’09). However, 
he has competition with her current 
fiancé, Lord Evelyn Oakleigh, a funny 
Englishman played by Jack Mitchell 
(’09). Also, stopping Billy from win-
ning Hope is Reno Sweeney, portrayed 
by Amanda Wyatt (’08). Reno, a night 
club singer and evangelist, loves Billy 
and does everything she can to win 
his heart from Hope. The show is filled 
with other memorable characters such 
as Moonface Martin, the gangster 
played by John Sanders (’08), Erma, 
Moonface’s right-hand girl (Minhae 
Kamikawa BMS ’08), Mrs. Harcourt, 
Hope’s loving mother (Renee Best BMS 
’08), and finally, Elisha J. Whitney, 
Billy’s well-mannered boss, played by 
Brendan Aronson (’08). From loving 
humor to slapstick comedy, Anything 
Goes is a true musical. With excellent 
singing and dancing, this show is indeed 
a pure joy to watch. 
 As the cast buckles down for the final 
push, I was able to talk to a member of 
the cast and the director himself. Jack 
Mitchell is participating in his second 
Gilman musical and is really enjoying it. 
“This is a very exciting production. We 
are finishing up blocking and the whole 

cast is busy learning dances.” When 
asked about the approaching opening 
night, Jack Mitchell said, “Everyone 
seems to love the show. It’s really enter-
taining, and we’re looking forward to 
opening night.” 
 According to many in the business, a 
great musical requires good leadership. 
Todd Pearthree (a local director who 
has worked with over 200 productions) 
is the choreographer of the show and 
has been teaching the cast a number 
of difficult dances, including various 
tap dances. Elizabeth Fink returns 
this year for her second time as music 
director and has been teaching the cast 
enjoyably challenging songs. Finally, 
Mr. John Rowell serves for his third 
consecutive year as director. I spent a 
few minutes with Mr. Rowell asking 
him about the musical. “Part of the fun 
is working through the style of the piece, 
which has roots in true old fashioned 
screwball comedy of the 1930s. The 
comedy is a vintage classic. The Cole 
Porter score is as fresh as it ever was...
it defies aging.” Mr. Rowell is really 
looking forward to opening night after 
all the long rehearsals. “There is truly 
something that everybody can have fun 
with. We hope to translate the fun we’re 
having with the show to the audience.” 
Gilman’s Anything Goes seems to have 
found the right balance of leadership 
and hard work, a combination that will 
undoubtedly make for a very exciting 
show. 
 Anything Goes opens on Thursday 
May 1st at 8:00p.m. and runs Friday 
May 2nd and Saturday May 3rd at 
8:00p.m. The show closes on Sunday 
May 4th at 2:00p.m. q

Anything Goes Cast Prepares 
for Smash Production Weekend
BY CONNOR LOUNSBURY

Conor McGee ‘09, Amanda Wyatt, and Evan Tarantino ‘10 practice a 
scene from the anticipated spring musical, Anything Goes. The musical 
will run during the first weekend of May.(Photo by Ned Whitman)



 The Gilman News April 25, 2008 Page 5

 Those of you who went to see 
the not-so-recent-by-this-point 
Gilman/Bryn Mawr production 
of Othello may have noticed a 
slight change in setting from the 
canonical version of the play.   
Well, whether you noticed it or 
not, student director and actress 
Renn Andrews (BMS ’08) gave us 
a fresh, if not slightly unorthodox, 
interpretation of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy by setting the play in the 
midst of the Vietnam War.
 When asked about this stylistic 
choice, she explained:  “James and 
I were sitting around talking about 
[the setting] at the very beginning, 
just throwing ideas around about 
where it would be and whatnot. 
James wanted it to be set in Eliza-
bethan times, I wanted it to be 
completely modern, and Amy [Lar-
rowe, BMS ’08] was just throwing 
out times. Mr. Spragins said it 
would cost less money to have it be 
modern, so that’s why we went that 
way. As for Vietnam, I don’t remem-
ber who suggested it, but pretty 
much immediately we all knew that 
that’s what we would be doing. It 
just fit everything really well: a war in 
an exotic place, the backdrop of the civil 
rights movement and racial tension in 
the ‘60s and ‘70s, the style of guerrilla 
warfare and the idea that you can’t ever 
see your enemy but he can always see 
you, the senseless violence and death, 
everything.”  The audience seemed to 
embrace this change in scenery.  Peter 
Sacci ’08 said, “It was refreshing to see 
non-traditional costumes.  I frequently 
dread going to see Shakespeare, fearing 

the frilly petticoats that oft adorn the 
actors.”  Well, there were certainly no 
“frilly petticoats” here.  Much of the cast 
was decked out in camo gear from their 
helmets down to their combat boots.
 Even with the geographical and 
chronological transplant, the story 
remained identifiable, retaining all of 
the raw emotional energy of the origi-
nal while, as senior Andrew Robinson 
put it, “rendering the subject matter 
more contemporary.”  Scenes depicting 
the deterioration of the relationship 

between Othello and Desdemona were 
as poignant as ever, thanks in no small 
part to the brilliant on-stage chemistry 
of leading man James Miller and Bryn 
Mawr’s own theater veteran, Amanda 
Wyatt.  On top of her directorial respon-
sibilities, Renn gave a chilling perfor-
mance as the odious and scheming 
Iago, who proves himself determined 
to sabotage Othello at every possible 
turn.
“Othello was a really great acting cul-
mination for many of the seniors as 

Shakespeare meets Vietnam: Othello a Success 
BY ALI HONG

their last great hurrah,” said senior 
Kenny Gruen, who played Othello’s 
guilt-stricken lieutenant, Michael 
Cassio.  “I’m glad I took part in a 
great success and pushed the limit 
of my acting performance.  I was 
especially excited that a student 
directed play, which can be a big 
disaster, was so well done by all 
of us involved.”  Indeed, the entire 
cast’s enthusiasm was readily 
apparent to the audience, and made 
for a great show.
It remains to be seen whether we 
will have another student directed 
play next year.  Regarding the 
enormous responsibility that was 
placed on her, Renn had this to 
say:  “It was a great experience 
and I really love each side [acting 
and directing], just not together, 
I think. I feel a bit like a lot fell 
through the cracks because I was 
juggling the two. As a director, 
you just have to always be in the 

audience, watching everything, which 
was hard since I had to be on the stage 
all the time. I also feel a bit like I didn’t 
pay attention to my own acting as much 
as I normally would have for any other 
play because even when I was acting I 
was still watching the other actors and 
making notes in my head about what 
needed to be worked on. All-told, it 
was an amazing experience, but I don’t 
think I would try it again unless I were 
making a movie or I were co-direct-
ing.”  Well, despite her reservations, 
Renn and the rest of the crew staged 
a fantastic production, and set the bar 
high for years to come. q

Renn Andrews (BMS ‘08, far right) showed crowds her own interpretation of 
Othello, as she set the play in Vietnam. Amanda Wyatt, James Miller and Julie 
McAleer (L-R) also starred (Photo by Gregory Flanigan BMS ‘08)

 The saga started at the tender age 
of three, when Nik Feldman first 
mounted a horse.  From there, he 
was off to the races. He picked up 
a polo mallet for the first time as a 
fourth grader, when his sister also 
began playing in the ninth grade 
at Garrison Forest School.  He 
quickly found his natural skill with 
the mallet, and as a seventh grader 
he won all-star and all-American 
honors.  Now, Nik, a member of the 
class of 2010, plays for the Balti-
more Polo Club, a high school team 
ranked sixth in the nation.  
 While most people have probably 
heard of polo, they would know it 
only by the symbol on the left breast 
of Ralph Lauren shirts.  The game 
itself is much less well known.  Nik 
plays both indoors and outdoors 
depending on the season.  During 
the winter, he plays inside for his 
team in Freeland up in Hereford.  
Ranked sixth in the nation out of 
the ninety-six high school teams, his 
teammates go to John Carroll and 
Friends.  The indoor game is rather 
different from its outdoor counter-
part.  With three players on each 
team, the field is about 100 yards by 
sixty yards.  They play four “chuk-
kers,” the unit of time measurement 
used in polo.  Each chukker is about 
seven and a half minutes long, and 
while this may not seem like a ter-
ribly long game, the horses feel 
differently.  A typical indoor game 
exhausts the horses so much that 
each player will have to switch to 

a fresh “polo pony” a couple times 
during a match.  
 During the summer and winter 
vacations in Florida, Nik plays out-
doors.  At 800 yards long, the field 
is quite impressive.  Four players on 
each team traverse the almost half 
mile of lush grass for six chukkers.  
The intensity of the games is such 
that a player will typically have to 
switch horses six times during a 
match.  For about forty-five min-
utes, players ride their horses up 
and down the pitch, attempting to 
hit a four-ounce ball through an 
eight-yard wide goal.  
 Though seemingly obscure, many 
colleges have well-established polo 
programs.  Though the sixty-two 
colleges that offer polo may seem 
like a small slice of the figurative 
college pie, many of those sixty-
two offer athletic scholarships, a 
tasty treat indeed.  Nik is currently 
on good terms with the coaches 
from Cornell, UVA, Kentucky, and 
Texas A&M.  Each year, UVA offers 
a scholarship to one male and one 
female polo player.  Nik, being one 
of the best players in his age group 
nationally, he has a good chance of 
winning it.  Cornell, however, is his 
first choice.  While Cornell does not 
offer scholarships, Nik feels that the 
education and environment there 
would be a better fit for him.  In fact, 
his brother was captain of Cornell’s 
team during his junior and senior 
year there and won a championship 
his sophomore year.  Polo has been 

a part of the family for a while now, 
and Nik is the most talented Feld-
man yet. 
 This summer, Nik will be kept 
busy with polo.  Besides going 
down to Kentucky where he plays 
with professionals from all over 
the world, Nik will also be playing 
at actor Tommy Lee Jones’ ranch in 
Texas.  Polo is extremely popular 
in Argentina and the Spanish that 
he has learned at Gilman comes in 
handy when he communicates with 
his teammates.  He enjoys the travel 
that comes with playing, as players 
from around the world meet in dif-
ferent states to play.  In November, 
Nik went down to play in Florida, 
where the team that he played with 
won the Florida Cup.  
 After college, Nik hopes to play 

Nik Feldman Follows Passion on Polo Grounds
BY PETER SACCI

professionally.  In a sport where 
the best players can make around 
$100,000 per game, polo is noth-
ing to sneer at.  After playing pro-
fessionally, Nik hopes to become 
involved in the horse breeding and 
buying business, a very lucrative one 
indeed.  The business also boasts 
extensive travel, something that 
interests Nik greatly.  
 Among Gilman’s athletes who 
excel in football, lacrosse, and 
baseball, there is another student 
has gained national recognition in 
a less well-known sport.  Nik simply 
helps in the illustration of Gilman’s 
eclectic mural, one of diversity and 
dynamism.   q

Nik Feldman ‘10 (right) beats a defender to the ball. Nik has been play-
ing since the fourth grade. (Photo courtesy Nik Feldman)
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Jiang’s College Athletics Guide

Hessinger’s Take: 
It’s the Small Things That Get You Places

Above, Lawrrence Wien Stadium at Columbia University. Below, 
Memorial Stadium at the University of Nebraska. (photos courtesy 
wikipedia.org)

 The difference between winning and 
losing games is miniscule in compari-
son to the whole game. The importance 
of learning and doing the little things 
is emphasized far too much than any 
athlete would like to hear, but if you look 
at a single game in any sport, you can 
usually point to a single play or action 
that changed the course of the game. 
The most glaring examples of little 
things being so important are in games 
where the talent of two teams is far from 
equal. A highly talented team clearly has 
an advantage over a less-talented team, 
but that advantage is useless when the 
little things are not done well. 
 The New England Patriots have won 
three Super Bowls and lost one. The 
years they won the Super Bowl, they 
were not even close to the most talented 
team in the league. Good coaching 
(perhaps cheating) and doing the little 
things better than everyone else is what 
won them those Super Bowls. Making 
tackles, blocking, not turning the ball 
over, and not committing stupid pen-
alties is what they did best. But this 
past season the Patriots had perhaps 

the most talented football team in 
history and they lost because they got 
complacent and forgot what got them 
where they were. Talent can often be 
a curse because it causes a person to 
ignore what the less talented people are 
doing to raise their games and it makes 
a person believe he doesn’t have to do 
those things.
 The easiest thing in sports to prac-
tice is the art of shooting a free throw 
in basketball. Yet that still causes teams 
to lose on a regular basis. How many 
times has a team collapsed down the 
stretch because they couldn’t make a 
short, uncontested set shot? How many 
times have you looked at the stats for 
a game and said “if only they would’ve 
made 2-3 more of those free throws…”? 
The saddest thing is that free throws 
are all about repetition. It helps to have 
good form because good form tends to 
be successful under pressure, but if you 
practiced throwing the ball one-handed 
at the rim enough you could probably 
shoot a higher percentage than Sha-
quille O’Neal. 
 You don’t need to be super-talented 
to make free throws. You just have to 
have the work ethic to practice. A lot of 
players ignore free throws because they 
only take a handful or two per game, 
but those free throws are what make 
the difference. 
 Anybody who watched the Memphis 
Tigers play basketball this year would 
agree that they had one of the greatest 
collections of athletes ever gathered on 
a basketball court. They were far supe-
rior to Kansas in talent as well in the 
championship game. But the difference 
between Kansas and Memphis was that 
Kansas was disciplined and had put in 

the work in practice. Memphis coach 
John Calipari even said that his offense 
was pretty much just “rolling the ball 
out on the court and letting his team 
play.” Calipari is a great coach, but like 
his players, he became too enamored 
and content with how “talented” his 
team was. His belief was that his team 

 College football just never stops. 
Already in April, ESPN was showing 
College GameDay. Going into a com-
mercial break, all of the past year’s 
highlights flashed up on the screen: 
Navy over Notre Dame, Stanford over 
USC, Appalachian State over Michigan, 
and so on. I couldn’t help smiling a little 
wider as I remembered those amazing 
moments.
 Next year, I’ll be off to college, and 
I can’t help but feel sentimental that 
I will probably not see the beautiful 
games that makes college football what 
it is. It is a bane that many Gilman 
graduates have had to bear. Over the 
last four years, two or more Gilman 
seniors have enrolled at 66 different 
colleges or universities. Sixteen of 

the 66, or 24%, were schools that play 
NCAA Division I football, and four of 
these made BCS games between 2003 
and 2007. It doesn’t get much better in 
basketball. Of the 65 teams that made 
this year’s tournament, 11 were schools 
with a Gilman graduate from the past 
four years.  
 Sports are an essential part of the 
college experience. You’re only a college 
student once. At Gilman, were spoiled. 
Gilman football is a wonderful experi-
ence where yelling, drumming, and 
painting rule supreme. There were few 
better moments in my four years than 
that terribly cold afternoon in Novem-
ber watching Gilman beat McDonogh 
despite our lack of female cheerleaders 
and college marching bands. Moments 
that magical are rare. Indeed, at many 
colleges, finding such great school 
spirit at athletic events is quite dif-
ficult. I remember being on a campus 
tour that took us right into the football 
field minutes before a football game. 
The stands were basically empty as the 
starting lineups were announced, and 
the students on campus obviously had 
many better things to do. This is what 
one college guide said about a high-pro-
file university: “[This school] is known 
for its academics, not its athletics, and 
many non-athletes (that is, most of the 
people there) rip on campus athletics 
any chance they get.” And a student 
quote about the same school: “Nobody 

cares about sports, and I sometimes 
wish they did because then the teams 
might do a little better. Varsity sports 
are usually a joke.” This scares me 
considerably, but I also know that us 
Gilman sports fans are going to be all 

right. So seniors, make sure you go to 
a game or two. There’s no better way to 
bond with others, support your school, 
and have a lot of fun, even if your team 
is not going to be featured on ESPN 
College GameDay anytime soon.  q

would be so naturally superior to oppo-
nents that even without discipline and 
structure, they would still win. If this 
year’s championship game proved any-
thing, however, it is that the moment 
you get complacent and content with 
your natural abilities is the moment you 
get passed by. q

Memphis coach John Calipari led a surging Tigers team to the NCAA 
basketball finals, but poor free-throw shooting late gave Kansas a 
chance to come back and win.  (Photo courtesy enquirer.com)
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Gilman Track Starts Stunning Season
BY WILL ALLENBACH

 Last spring, the varsity track team 
finished first in the MIAA regular 
season dual meet standings and claimed 
an impressive third place in the cham-
pionship meet. Obviously, the team is 
no stranger to success. The program 
has not failed, however, to surprise 
opponents yet again in only the first few 
weeks of the season due to wins over 
top-ranked area teams.
 Led by captains Chris Sheridan and 
Brendan Aronson, the Greyhounds 
upset first place Mt. St. Joe’s in an 
electrifying meet that featured contri-
butions from nearly all athletes. Over-
flowing with confidence and riding the 
energy of a 27 point victory, they went 
on to handily defeat school archrival 
McDonogh. 
 To highlight the beginning of the 
season, the track team traveled to Penn-
sylvania for a meet with The Hill School 
and two other teams. After shaking 
off initial stomach butterflies, Gilman 

pulled off a victory and placed first in 
more than half of their events. Conrad 
Merkle (pole vault), Chris Burnette 
(shot put), and Andrew Nelson (triple 
jump), chipped in with clutch field event 
performances that helped to decimate 
the three opponents. Says Aronson 
about the win, “Of course we were all 
pumped about it. After seeing that vic-
tory, I know the potential of this team 
is limitless. If we keep working hard the 
championship is a definite possibility 
this year.”
 The team has the good fortune of 
leadership from several outstanding 
veterans this year, but has also seen 
break out-seasons from many under-
classmen. Chris Sheridan, Evan Bryant, 
Malik Compton, and Jabulani Blyden 
make up the core of the relay teams, 
which have been virtually unstoppable 
in both the indoor and outdoor track 
seasons. Blyden’s individual perfor-
mances last year were vital to the team’s 
success, and he has continued to excel 
this season. 
 Another contributor is sophomore 
sensation J.D. Kameen, who has sur-
prised many in the 100m dash due to 
his unconventionally stocky body struc-
ture. Kameen finished third this winter 
in the indoor MIAA season in the 55m 
dash and hopes to retain his jaw-drop-
ping speed.  The four-sport athlete, who 
also plays golf in the spring, has already 
clocked an 11 second time this season, 
and should be a major force for Gilman 
track.   
 However, the track team does have 

a few important issues that need to be 
dealt with. “At this time we don’t really 
have anyone fantastic in the long jump. 
We need to fill in a couple holes in order 
to solidify our lineup,” says Aronson. 
In addition, junior superstar Xander 
Chriss has suffered a hip injury and has 
since had to take three shots of cortisone 
to numb the excruciating pain. The 
track warrior who runs mainly long 
distance events is now back at practice 
and regaining form. Says classmate 
Gehron Fredericks about Chriss’ work 

ethic, “Xander is one of the most seri-
ous track athletes we have on this team. 
Every day at practice I know Xander is 
there for one thing, and one thing only: 
to run.”
 With a long season ahead of them, 
Gilman track will surely need to begin 
filling in these holes and recovering 
from injuries. With so much talent 
coming from so many people, the Grey-
hounds will still find ways to overpower 
their opponents on their road to the 
championship. q

Brandon Copeland ‘09, here practicing shotput, is one of the under-
classmen looking to play an important role on this year’s team. (Photo 
by Trevor Hoffberger)

 Eight years since the last MIAA 
Championship, the Gilman Varsity 
Lacrosse team is looking to end the 
streak.  With a national preseason 
ranking of 8, expectations were high 
for a team filled with veteran seniors 
and stellar juniors.  And to this point, 
they have delivered.  
 A schedule filled with tough oppo-
nents outside of the MIAA, the Grey-
hounds have already competed against 
three top 25 nationally ranked teams, 
including Landon (#7), Georgetown 
Prep (#5), and Haverford (#19).  Gilman 
opened the season in grand fashion, 
beating Landon by a score of 16-9.  
Marcus Holman, (‘09), highlighted the 
game with 7 goals and 2 assists.  The 
schedule did not ease up, however, 
and the hounds went to D.C. to face 
another top-ten team in Georgetown 
Prep.  After falling behind 2-0 early, 
the Greyhounds came back with 9 
unanswered goals, and ultimately won 
the game 10-7.  “These two games were 
important for us,” states Junior Jack 
Doyle. “We proved to ourselves that 
we can not only hang with the best, 
but beat the best.  We knew [George-
town] Prep would be physical, but we 
matched them pound for pound and 
found a way to win.”
 Although those two wins came 
against highly-ranked opponents, the 
most crucial win of the season thus far 
came against Pennsylvania’s Haverford.  
Only days before the game, the Fords 
beat then ranked #1 Loyola, proving 
their worth as one of the nation’s best 
teams.  Due to unfortunate breaks and 

sloppy play, the Greyhounds fell behind 
4-1 at halftime.  Senior Ty Kimball said, 
“We knew we were better than that, 
and we did not want to suffer a loss 
right before the MIAA portion of our 
schedule.”  Outscoring Haverford 10-4 
in the second half, Gilman improved 

Lacrosse Begins Promising Season
With Flawless Record

BY JASON FRANKEL

their record to 7-0.   
 The team proved in these games two 
important things.  First, they are not all 
hype.  After coming on strong late last 
year to earn a playoff bid and making 
it to the semi-final round, the team has 
harnessed the momentum and car-

ried it into a strong start this season.  
Secondly, Gilman may have the deep-
est team in the nation.  If teams see 
Holman’s performance against Landon 
and decide they want to shut him down, 
Gilman still has players like Evan Red-
wood ’08 (co-captain), Davey Emala 
’09, Jack Doyle ’09, Greg McBride ’09, 
Ty Kimball ’08, Cooper Brown ’09, Nick 
Nolan ’08, and Duncan Hutchins ’10 (to 
name a few) who are just as potent.  Not 
only can the team strike on offense at 
any point, but the defense has its own 
pool of stars including Joey Ehrmann 
’08 (co-captain), Idy Iglehart ’08, 
Alex Gottsch ‘08, and Harry Prevas 
’09.  Goalie Matt Holman ’09 has also 
performed phenomenally in goal thus 
far, making timely saves to insure key 
victories.  
 Now 11-0, the Greyhounds will face 
the heart of their schedule.  Between 
April 18 and April 25, the Greyhounds 
will face Loyola and Calvert Hall.  
Gilman has three home games remain-
ing, two of which fall on Fridays (CHC-
4/25, St. Mary’s-5/2).  The success 
of the lacrosse team is beginning to 
spread throughout the school, as many 
of these Friday games are being highly 
anticipated. “We love the support we 
have received this year,” says co-cap-
tain Ehrmann. “We will continue to 
play at our current level, play hard for 
forty-eight minutes, and let our record 
speak for itself.” q 

Joey Ehrmann plays a big part of this year’s defense that has halted  sev-
eral high-profile teams. Idy Iglehar, Alex Gottsch, and Harry Prevas are 
also key contributors. (Photo by Jarrett Horowiz)

Woody Williams goes through 
warm-ups. (Photo by Trevor Hoff-
berger)
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Baseball Has High 
Hopes for Season

BY TYLER ALFRIEND

 Back in the frigid month of Febru-
ary, Gilman’s baseball team walked 
into the somewhat chilly gym and 
took a seat along the bleachers as 
it does every year at the beginning 
of try outs. The worn in leather of 
a mitt, the feel of an aluminum bat 
slicing through the air in the cage- 
these are the age old sentiments that 
have been with the baseball team 
since the program’s inception. This 
year, though, something was differ-
ent. 
 The omnipotent feeling of inten-
sity hung in the air as the baseballs 
got tossed across the room. It was a 
commitment to becoming not just 

better players, but a better team. As 
senior playmaker Danny “Slugger” 
Johnson succintly put it, “This year, 
the seniors have really stepped into 
their leadership roles on the team.” 
 Although the roster is stocked for 
the future, the seniors have taken 
it upon themselves to improve the 
program. Senior leader Ryan “MO 
Money” Motevalli-Oliner describes 
this commitment in its simplest 
form, “One thing’s for sure, we have 
already run a lot more than we did 

all of last year.”
 After reviewing the results of the 
Hound’s early schedule, it is easy to 
see that the conditioning has paid 
off. After an 11-3 slugfest win over 
a strong Franklin team, the Grey-
hounds suffered close losses on 
consecutive days against perennial 
power house Archbishop Spald-
ing and national top dog Calvert 
Hall. According to Johnson, “Those 
games, despite the score, showed us 
that we can play with anybody.” 
 This mentality is going to be key if 
the team is to meet its ultimate goal 
of returning to the MIAA A Confer-
ence play-offs. When asked how the 

team has reacted to playing such a 
brutal schedule, Motevalli-Oliner 
responded, “We enjoy being the 
underdog. There is nothing more 
intense, nothing more satisfying 
than showing other programs that 
we can play with them pitch for 
pitch.”
  With such a commitment to win-
ning, it does not look as though the 
Gilman baseball team will be able to 
lurk as the underdog in the A Confer-
ence for much longer. q   

 The 2007 golf team went into the 
season with the mindset that anything 
less than a victory in the champion-
ship would be a failure, and that same 
mindset has not changed heading into 
the 2008 season.  
 “We don’t know what it’s like to not 
be in the championship,” said head 
coach, Mr. Rogers.  Three four-year 
starters in captains Brad Miller, Jason 
Frankel, and Matt Mighty lead a team 
that is thirsty for a championship after 
a heartbreaking loss to St. Paul’s in 
last year’s championship.  “Losing to 
St. Paul’s in the championship last 
year just gives me more motivation 
and drive to bring another golf cham-
pionship back to Gilman,” said Brad 
Miller.  Says Frankel, “anything less 
than a championship this year will be 
a severe disappointment.”  
 The team, comprised mostly of 
seniors and juniors, has two freshmen, 
Sam Stewart and Linn Worthington, 
who are sure to make an impact in the 
following years if not this year.  “They 
give the program a lot of promise like 
Mighty, Miller and Frankel did when 
they were freshmen,” says Coach 

Rogers of the two freshmen.  Return-
ing juniors Hunter Rief and Arthur 
Worthington look to dominate the 
playing field while new additions, Eli 
Kahn, Patrick Fise and Chris Maddox 
look to surprise the tough MIAA “A” 
competition.    
 The team did not start the season 
well, suffering a disappointing loss to 
Spalding.  “We all know how talented 
we are, but I think our success over 
the last three years got to our heads a 
bit in that match,” said Frankel.  “The 
loss showed us that the title isn’t going 
to just be handed to us.”  This early 
season loss showed the team that even 
though they have an abundance of 
talent, they have to carry that talent 
over into every match.  
 “This loss could actually be benefi-
cial to us because it shows us that we 
need to play our best in every match 
and take it one hole at a time,” said 
Mr. Rogers.  “Any kind of invincible 
feeling that we once had, is gone.”  The 
talented group of golfers is certain to 
bounce back from their early loss and 
show the MIAA that they are going to 
be the team to beat this year. q

Golf Driving for ‘08 
MIAA Championship

Max Cooke ‘10 prepares to field a grounder (Photo by Jarrett Horowitz)

BY WILLY PAGLIARO

Tennis Looks to Relive 
Championship Season 

 It seems that each year as spring 
rolls around the Gilman tennis team 
has increasingly high expectations, 
and this year is no exception.  Even 
with the departure of three of its 
most dominant players, Ted Kelly, 
John Kel ly,  and Zach Gorn, the 
team appears to be a front-runner to 
finish the season with another MIAA 
championship. 
 “They always provided a surefire 
win,” says James Wieler ’09 in refer-
ence to the departed stars. Although 
he says that the team will miss their 
talent, Wieler, who will fill the #2 
singles role this year, says that, 
“Nobody thinks that they are better 
to the guy next to them this year.” 
 Stressing team unity, the Grey-
hounds will have a deep roster with 
very capable players. Two talented 
freshman, Michael Katz and Alec 
Hoblitzell, surround Wieler at the 
top of the roster. The first doubles 
team will comprise Brad Millison, 
the lone senior on the varsity roster, 
and Will Faison ’08. Finally, Tyler 
Hoblitzell and freshman Jay Barrett  
will also play doubles. 
 Millison will fill the hole as team 
leader, but the players on the team 
do not describe him as the disciplin-
ary type of a senior. Returning to the 
top doubles position, Millison will 

once again have high expectations, 
but he also provides a lighthearted 
attitude to the rest of the team. Alec 
Hoblitzell explains that he “always 
has fun on the court,” as he will 
motivate players but hold true to his 
relaxed style.
 T he  Gr e yhou nd’s  top  pl ayer, 
Michael  K atz ,  has a lready been 
impressive thus far. Wieler and Tyler 
Hoblitzell alike say that he seems to 
have a drive to win that sets him far 
above his competitors. “[Katz] just 
knows how to win. He plays well on 
big points and will only get better 
from here,” said Hoblitzell. 
 This season will play host to several 
intriguing match-ups. McDonogh, 
whom the Greyhounds defeated in 
last year’s finals, recently handed 
Gilman its f irst loss of the year.  
Also, the match against The Bullis 
School from Potomac, MD is already 
drawing attention. Although Gilman 
did not have the opportunity to play 
such a great team with last year’s 
squad, they hope to avenge their loss 
from two years ago. 
 All hopes are on an undefeated 
season and another MIA A cham-
pionship. Says Tommy Mathews: 
“Every match is our most important 
match. If we take this one game at 
a time, one point at a time, we’ll be 
OK.” q

BY TREVOR HOFFBERGER

Will Faison ‘10 and Brad Millison ‘08  (Photo by Ned Whitman)


