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Gilman Welcomes British Invasion

Students’ Blog Sparks Controversy

 For nearly half a century, Gilman 
has par t ic ipated in the Hardie 
Exchange program with two schools 
in Great Britain. This year, Juniors 
Brendan King and Nik Feldman 
were selected to participate. Bren-
dan hosted Xaver Touschek from St 
Edward’s School in Oxford. Sebas-
tian Streeting from Christ’s Hospi-
tal School in Horsham is staying 
with Nik. Both exchange students 
and their hosts agree that this was 
a new and excit ing opportunity 
and that they got along well. Both 
also noted that it was interesting 
to compare the different ideas that 
come from living in different cul-
tures.
 Sebast ian and Xaver seemed 
to  ag ree  t hat  ma ny a spec t s  of 
American culture were similar to 
theirs. There were a few notable 
differences however, the biggest 
one being size. Both Sebastian and 

Xaver were surprised at how much 
bigger everything is in America. 
Xaver noted that a medium portion 
here in the United States is about 
equal to a super-sized portion in 
Britain.  Both agreed that people 
drive a lot faster in America than in 
England, mentioning some “inter-
esting experiences” with Ameri-
can drivers. Sebastian mentioned 
that watching lacrosse, a favorite 
Gilman sport, was a remarkable 
event. Both Sebastian and Xaver 
have been play ing on the rugby 
team as their spring sport. Sebas-
tian said that it was exciting, espe-
cially due to the size of the afore-
mentioned American rugby play-
ers. He also revealed that he liked 
play ing here because it seemed 
that everyone really wanted to play. 
Xaver agreed, saying there 

 At 2 AM on the morning of this past 
February 20th, www.bluegreynation.
wordpress.com was merely an idea, a 
brief stop on Chris Maddox’s intermi-
nable train of thought.  But over the 
course of two short months, Chris’ 
early morning spark has evolved into 
a thriving blog with thousands of page 
views and over 240 largely construc-
tive responses from about 80 writers.  
 Upon visiting the site, the first 
thing that the reader sees is the 
site’s header, “Tuo Lumine: Those 
who understand it are wise, those 
who do not, wander in darkness.” 
This Isaiah Berlin quotation, which 
sets the tone for the entire blog, 
hints at the philosophical and 
historic inspirations behind Chris’ 
creat ion. Remark ing upon the 
student body’s responsibility “to 
think [about], to question, [and] 
to discover” not just novels and 
textbooks but Gilman itself, Chris’ 
“Welcome” message references the 

moment of “class consciousness” 
that sparked the French Revolu-
tion. His post goes on to transport 
this philosophy right into the halls 
of Gilman School.  He writes that 
“to question the way Gilman is run 
is not to destroy it, but only to seek 
something greater,” and ends by 
urging students to “make a differ-
ence.”
 Chris openly stated that, to truly 
take action and make a difference, 
students must first question and 
discuss. With this in mind, he has 
broken up the blog into thirteen 
topic pages, each with a prompt 
addressing the various issues faced 
by the Gilman community. “Drink-
ing and The Covenant,” “Language,” 
and “Food” are the most popular, 
with forty-seven, thirty-seven, and 
twenty-eight posts, respectively. 
Anyone can respond, with the vast 
majority of posters choosing to do 
so anonymously. 
   The trade-offs that accompany 

this anony mit y are among the 
administration’s biggest concerns 
with the blog. Ms. Turner originally 
feared the responses could descend 
into the vitriolic attacks so common 
on the internet if posters were not 
required to take responsibility for 
their words. On the other hand, just 
as Chris identified the anonymity 
as an unfortunate but necessary 
“confidence-building measure,” 
Ms. Turner affirmed its ability to 
coax out responses from students 
who may have otherwise been hesi-
tant. She also noted that the site’s 
anonymity kept discussion focused 
on ideas rather than individuals.
In this same spirit, Chris edits out 
all ad hominem  attacks, which 
violate the site’s rules, though he 
stated he has “hardly had to edit 
any responses.” Indeed, the intelli-
gence level of the responses thus far 
has surprised and impressed both 
Chris and Ms. Turner, who read 
the blog in its early stages and is 

getting updates on its progression 
from faculty members. When asked 
about the potentially discourag-
ing effect the site could have on 
parents of prospective students, 
Chris referenced this high level of 
discussion but noted that, even if a 
student posts a negative response, 
he believes these are the real feel-
ings of Gilman students, and thus 
an entirely accurate, if sometimes 
uncomfortable, ref lection of this 
community. So long as the posts 
remain anonymous, however, there 
is no way to know they even come 
from this community, and there 
has already been one case where an 
individual claimed to be a student 
he was not. Still, as Chris stated, 
“It demonstrates that we confront 
our problems rather than pushing 
them under the rug.”
   The blog’s effect on the admis-
sions process is still a concern for 

Continued on page 4
Take me back to the Union Jack: After enjoying a month in the U.S.A., Xaver and Sebastian 
hear their mother nation’s call (Photo courtesy http://www.compgov.info).
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Letters to the Editor
To the editors:
 Gilman prides itself in having a 
diverse student body. Not just racially, 
ethnically, and religiously diverse, but 
also academically, artistically, and 
athletically, to name a few. We are sup-
posed to be welcomed, no matter what 
our interests are. However, there is an 
obvious lack of support for the arts, 
specifi cally the performing arts. So the 
question is: what’s wrong with theater?
 The lack of interest is apparent. Only 
eight boys auditioned for The Boyfriend, 
with two leaving to take part in The 
Importance of Being Earnest. There 
were six males for seven male parts. 
Stuff Happens was also in desperate 
need of male actors, yet no one stepped 
up to the plate to fi ll in the roles of those 
who dropped out. Currently, The Lara-
mie Project has three boys and could 
certainly use more, yet people will not 
try out. The fault lies with the student 
body, but moreover with the administra-
tion.
 True, more students need to audition. 
There is nothing like the thrill of getting 
on stage and performing, the camara-
derie and bond with one’s fellow cast 
mates, and there is no comparison to the 
feeling when it is all over, a bittersweet 
end to months of hard work. Students 
need to experience this to expand their 
boundaries to become well-rounded. 
The arts should be an integral part in 
people’s lives.
 The administration needs to do four 
things. One, allow athletic exemptions 

for actors, two, allow students to take 
performing arts classes, three, renovate 
the theater, and four, show more support 
for all theater, not just Gilman’s.
 The main culprit of small casts is 
athletics. Gilman has a focus on athletics 
and values them highly, with which I fi nd 
nothing wrong. However, not everybody 
at Gilman is athletically inclined, enjoys 
athletics, or has the time to participate. 
I have found myself, especially during 
Tech Week, scrambling to fi nish work, 
which I would be able to do if I didn’t 
have to go to athletics. Actors spend 
months working on a project to entertain 
not themselves, but the tri-school com-
munity. Our acting benefi ts all, while 
participating in intramurals does not. 
There needs to be an athletic exemp-
tion for actors during the times in which 
they are working on a school show. That 
would mean that once rehearsal started, 
actors would not have to go to athletics, 
although they would be encouraged to 
do so. There will be time to do academic 
work and it will encourage participation 
in theater. Gilman must recognize the 
importance of theater to its community 
and allow athletic exemptions, just as 
other area schools have done.
 Theater is an athletic activity that 
embodies the three tenets of Gilman: 
mind, body, and spirit. Mind: one must 
be intelligent to be an actor, be able to 
memorize complicated songs and dances 
as well as lines, and able to understand 
the themes of the pieces they are per-
forming. Body: dancing is a physical 
activity that is aerobic and intense. One 
must be physically fi t to fully perform 

and have the strength and dexterity to 
perform. Spirit: one must be in good 
spirit and have the commitment to 
the theater to perform well. Spirit also 
includes the fellowship that one gains 
through working on the play.
 Gilman does not offer the kind of arts 
opportunities that the girls’ schools do. 
At RPCS, one must take a performing 
arts class and at Bryn Mawr, they are 
required to take dance as well as another 
arts class. They have modern theaters, 
updated practice rooms, and state of 
the art equipment. But at Gilman, there 
are no theater classes until senior year.  
Juniors used to be able to be part of the 
Footlights Theater Ensemble (FTE), 
the advanced acting class at RPCS; this 
option, however, is not available any 
longer. This practice neither cultivates a 
love for the arts nor caters to everyone’s 
interests. We are allowed to take two 
languages, history, art, photography, or 
guitar building. Why not a performing 
arts class at one of the girls’ schools? 
This would allow students to pursue 
their interests. Even if not many people 
chose this, the option would still be there 
for all who wanted.
 The administration needs to show 
support for theater, starting with a new 
auditorium. It has not been renovated 
for over 40 years and is hopelessly out 
of date. The lighting systems need to be 
modernized and the stage is small and 
old, which is not useful for big scenes and 
productions. According to Jamey McEl-
roy, one of the light board and sound 
operators at Gilman and leaders of the 
Gilman Music and Arts Committee, “The 

theater is too small and lighting isn’t as 
effi cient as it could be. The new audio 
system is great and would be spectacular 
for many concerts and other events, but 
the administration won’t allow it….The 
fl aws in the theater itself are a disaster 
of its own.” To show a commitment to 
the arts, we need a new, modern theater. 
Instead of throwing money at theater, 
use it constructively to help the program 
grow and thrive.
 The lack of support and interest for 
theater besides the Gilman musical is 
quite obvious. Last year, an announce-
ment during assembly for Into the 
Woods, which displayed a large tree 
from the light booth, was called a “dis-
traction”. Members of the Gilman com-
munity do not show up for the plays or 
the RPCS musical. This is due to a lack 
of interest and hype. While the Gilman 
musical is widely advertised and is given 
strong support, other shows get maybe 
one or two announcements, nowhere 
near the amount of signage, and no pre-
views. This needs to change. We put our-
selves on stage for the purpose of being 
watched, for the purpose of entertaining. 
We need people to come, just as they do 
for lacrosse and football games, to make 
our work and effort worthwhile.
 If Gilman wants to be truly diverse, it 
needs theater. Theater deserves a greater 
prevalence in the school and should be 
thought of on par with athletics. The 
administration and student leaders 
need to step up and drum up support 
for shows. There’s nothing wrong with 
theater. Let’s show that.
       -Sam Davidoff-Gore

Give Actors a Break

Counter Protest is Counter Productive
Dear Gilman News,
  It really disgusts me to hear of 
the plans that the Westboro Baptist 
Church has to picket the production 
of The Laramie Project at the Roland 
Park Country School. My disgust is not 
based on the fact that the Westboro 
Baptist Church is considered a hate 
group by the anti-defamation league 
but by the fact that they seem to lack 
any of the values and morals that most 
people consider pertinent to the func-
tion of decent human beings. From 
my research, the primarily cause for 
the boycotts by the Westboro Baptist 
church [against The Laramie Project] is 
a personal vendetta, not primarily hate 
against homosexuals, which is what 
they mask their demonstrations as. This 
is because Fred Phelps, the founder of 
the Westboro Baptist Church, picketed 
at the funeral of Matthew Shepard, on 
who The Laramie Project is based upon 
and was murdered in a spat of homo-
sexual hate in Laramie, Wisconsin. 
It just so happens that Fred Phelps is 
portrayed as a character who pickets 
the funeral in most productions of The 
Laramie Project, which is not what he 
apparently wants to be remembered for, 
which explains the apparent reason why 
Westboro Baptist Church has an anti-
gay agenda: So they can protest produc-
tions of this particular theartrical work. 

Therefore, I reached the conclusion that 
Fred Phelps and the Westboro Baptist 
Church are cowards, but not for the rea-
sons that most people think. Their pro-
tests are aimed at preventing the spread 
of the image of members of the church 
protesting at the Shepard funeral from 
reaching the minds of the American 
public; in essence they only care about 
their image. This seems counterintui-
tive to me because it would appear that 
by conducting these protests they are 
falling lower in the minds of moral citi-
zens and shoveling dirt on top of their 
image. I would actually have respect 
for these people if after they protested 
the [Shepard] funeral they apologized 
publically and then said that they would 
donate much, if not all, of their time in 
the future into positive action. Unfor-
tunately, their church, which is mostly 
made up of Phelp’s family members, 
developed into a full-fl edged hate group. 
So, what can we do about this in our 
immediate community? I don’t believe 
that the correct answer is to conduct 
protests against their protests, as some 
students have suggested. The simple act 
of going buying tickets to The Laramie 
Project and then going to see the perfor-
mance is the strongest form of protest 
we have as it is giving a dual message: 
not paying attention to 

Continued on page 5
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A Bad Deal Revisited

  On Wednesday,  Apr i l  15t h,  a 
do z e n  Upp e r  S c ho ol  s t ude nt s 
headed down to the Lower School 
to read with third graders as part 
of National Library Week.  All of 
the third graders were thrilled to 
have us come, and the trip brought 
back many fond memories for some 
of the upper school students.
   Once there, the third graders all 
picked out their favorite books and 
read them to their Upper School 
pa r t ner s .   Nat u r a l ly,  t he  b e s t 
seats on the couch were occupied 
within seconds.  The children were 
all extremely enthusiastic about 
learning to read more proficiently 
and appreciated the help of the 
older students w ith the harder 
words.   
   Next year, Ms Fuller, Ms Hammer, 
and the library staff plan to head 
down to the Lower School to read 
several times.  The Upper School 
students will have the opportunity 
to encourage our future Gilman 
leaders to read more literature.  
I encourage you all to take part 
in this program, and I thank Ms 
Hammer for introducing me to it.

   “If the new president gets even a 
portion of what he is hunting for as he 
models himself after Franklin Roosevelt, 
the only people singing ‘Happy Days Are 
Here Again’ will be left-wing partisans 
with faulty memories.”   - William P. 
Hoar, writer for the John Birch Society
   They say that those who do not learn 
from history are doomed to repeat it.  
Ladies and gentleman, our beloved 
country is going down the drain.  Our 
president, Barack Obama, or to that 
matter, his economic advisor, is lead-
ing the charge towards debt from failed 
economic policies.  
    Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who Barack 
Obama idolizes, not only prolonged the 
Great Depression for years with his 
praised New Deal, but also set the stage 
for excessive government intervention 
for decades.  Herbert Hoover, a man 
who continued the course of free market 
policies and avoided excessive federal 
spending and government interference 
in private matters, could have ended the 
Depression within years.  However, FDR 
drastically prolonged the Depression 
(soon to become a Great Depression) 
through his New Deal.  “Victory over 
this depression will be won by the reso-
lution of our people to fight their own 
battles in their own communities, by 
stimulating their ingenuity to solve their 
own problems, by taking new courage to 
be masters of their own destiny in the 
struggle of life,” stated Hoover, “This is 
not the easy way, but it is the American 
way.”  FDR spent $6 billion without 
significantly reducing unemployment 
(around 20% unemployment rate), had 
farmers producing less while people 

were starving, and meanwhile, massive 
debt was piling on future generations.  
In response to Obama’s New New Deal, 
Mike Huckabee, former Republican 
presidential candidate said, “People are 
supposed to sacrifice themselves for 
their children, and we are sacrificing our 
kids for ourselves.”  
    Our Founding Fathers established this 
great country under the precedent that 
America is not the land of equal results, 
but the land of equal opportunity.  
Obama’s New New Deal is generational 
theft, and sooner or later, “the govern-
ment will run out of everybody else’s 
money,” stated Huckabee.  The govern-
ment should let the market protect itself; 
eventually, the natural procession of the 
boom and bust cycle will take effect.  The 
economy did not even turn around until 
“the day Japanese bombers dropped 
their payloads on Pearl Harbor” – a day 
that Americans began working around 
the clock to manufacture armaments 
and material necessary to fight World 
War II.  Instead of sitting around, wait-
ing for the check from Obama, people 
need to use the individual freedom this 
country provides by not relying on FDR 
and Obama for security and income.  
Rush Limbaugh, host of the most popu-
lar American political talk show, The 
Rush Limbaugh Show, stated, “[The 
people who work to change their lives] 
are the ones who overcome… Those who 
sit around and wait for a resource other 
than themselves to lift them up are for-
ever going to be waiting…. The people 
who have escaped the lower socioeco-
nomic realms in our society are 

Blog (cont’d)

National Library Week

Continued on page 5

by Harry rudo

Eli Katz celebrates National Library Week by checking out a book (Photo by Ben Delwiche).

A Trip Down Memory Lane
Mike Savage reads to Gilman lower schoolers Hudson Carroll (left) and Patrick 
Craine (Photo Courtesy Gilman News staff).

by brendan Kingthe administration, especially when 
compounded with the apparently 
false information Ms. Turner has 
seen posted, which the administra-
tion does not believe it can come in 
and constantly correct. Moreover, 
Ms. Turner emphasized the impos-
sibility of “picking out individual 
responses” and inst itut ing the 
changes they suggest. Instead, she 
welcomed a group of student lead-

ers who could sift through the blog 
for the best ideas and present them 
in person. As both Mr. Schmick and 
Ms. Turner emphatically stated, 
“[our] door[s] [are] always open.”
 And yet, it is for this reason that 
the Editorial Staff looks upon the 
creation of this blog with bitter-
sweet feelings. While Ms. Turner 
and Mr. Schmick’s doors remain 
open to students, many choose 
instead to f lood bluegreynation.
com with responses.  
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was a much more “ l ighthear ted” 
atmosphere about American rugby. 
In England, he stated,  ever yone 
takes rugby very seriously, while it 
seems as though Americans are just 
having a good, fun time. Overall, 
Xaver had “great fun” playing rugby 
in America and rightly so, for he 
scored 15 out of the team’s 25 points 
in a single game. Despite the spirited 
atmosphere in these games, Xaver 
was impressed with the similarities 
in American and British dedication 
to sporting events.
 Both students have been attend-
i ng  c la s s  at  Gi l ma n i n  t he  pa st 
weeks. Although some classes, such 
as Anti-Semitism and U.S. History, 
are not offered at their schools, Gil-
man’s curriculum is, on the whole, 
very similar to that of St. Edward’s 
and Chr ist  Hospita l’s.  Sebast ian 
thought that the classes were a bit 
more rela xed than those he was 
used to,  but that quizzes were a 
new and cha l leng ing ex per ience 
for him. Sebastian and Xaver each 
commented on the friendliness of 
Gilman students. They both also 

British Exchange (cont’d)
agreed that the Gilman lunch system 
could use some improvement.
 Their travels have not been lim-
ited to Gilman, however. Sebastian 
and Xaver both traveled to Wash-
ington D.C. with their hosts. Xaver 
also went with Brendan to the Inner 
Harbor and was surprised by how 
different the architecture was from 
that in England. Sebastian and Nik 
went to New York City, which he 
found bigger and ta l ler than the 
setting he is accustomed to. Overall, 
they enjoyed seeing the sights in 
America.
 Their hosts seemed to enjoy their 
company as well. Nik commented 
on how he and Sebastian got along 
well and didn’t get on each other’s 
nerves at all. Nik also noted how he 
was particularly impressed with the 
effort and participation Sebastian 
shows in the classroom. Brendan 
also got along very well with Xaver 
and stated how much fun he had 
together. All in all, it seems that the 
English exchange students enjoyed 
their stay and their hosts enjoyed 
their company.

JHUMUNC ‘09: Gilman Model UN Goes Downtown
by Matt ScHlerf

 On Thursday March 5th, Gilman’s 
Model UN Club packed their bags after 
fourth period and departed for the Johns 
Hopkins Model United Nations Confer-
ence (JHUMUNC), the club’s second 
conference of the year. The drive, however, 
wasn’t too long for this conference, as it 
was hosted just fifteen minutes away at 
the Baltimore Convention Center.
 Arriving at the Inner Harbor’s Days 
Inn Hotel, the boys were assigned four 
to a room. The team knew to get plenty 
of rest that first night, since the weekend 
would be filled with long days of heated 
debate and enervating compromises. On 
Friday morning, the team was led into 
the conference by faculty director, Mr. 
Matt Honohan, assistant librarian Ms. 
Cassandra Fields, and technology support 
specialist, Mr. David Eason. Gilman was 
one of forty schools at the conference, 
which was comprised of approximately 
eight hundred students. 
 In the weeks before the conference, 
the team was assigned five countries: the 
Czech Republic, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Senegal, Jordan, and Mongolia. Each 
Gilman delegate had two to three topics 
assigned to him and was required to write 
a position paper on topics ranging from 
Migration of Labor in the European Union 
to Combating the FARC in Colombia. 
Additionally, each Gilman delegate had 
to research his country’s policies in order 
to accurately portray them at the confer-
ence.
 Although many students were on stand-
ing committees, which usually are the 
larger UN committees at conferences, a 
few Gilman delegates chose to partici-
pate in specialized committees. Michael 
Randolph ’09 chose to participate in a 
specialized committee as he represented 

a minister on the Israeli Cabinet. His 
cabinet’s directors simulated an on the 
spot crisis that he and his fellow ministers 
had to solve. 
   Although the conference was full of 
hard work and tiresome debate, Gilman 
delegates had a chance to relax between 
committee sessions by exploring the Inner 
Harbor and eating at a variety of Harbor 
Place restaurants. With committee ses-
sions ending around 11 PM on Thursday 
and Friday, many delegates were tired 
from the conference. Some daring del-
egates, however, chose to stay up into the 
late hours and watch movies. Many of 
Gilman’s delegates were relieved to have 
a break from their tedious committee ses-
sions, as on Saturday night not a few of 
them attended the “Delegate Dance.”
 With the last session ending Sunday 
afternoon, most of the delegates were 
looking forward to going home. They 
were not, however, looking forward to 
the copious amounts of homework that 
awaited them. The conference ended with 
an awards ceremony. Awards were given 
by each committee chair to the delegates 
who most accurately represented their 
countries while fervidly debating to the 
best of their abilities.  
 Ned Whitman ’10, Justin Schuster ’11, 
and Dara Bakar ’10, all received awards 
for outstanding performances. Connor 
Lounsbury ’10 won an honorable men-
tion and Sam Davidoff-Gore ’10 won a 
verbal commendation. The conference 
was enjoyed by both veterans and novices 
alike. Both Matt Gailloud ’12 and Seth 
Gray ’12 agree that they will definitely 
return to JHUMUC next year and Gailloud 
adds that “It was a great way to meet new 
people.”  Clearly, JHUMUNC was a great 
success and the Model UN team is looking 
forward to another wonderful season next 
year.

Xaver salutes the American Flag outside the Capitol Building in 
Washington, D.C.  (Photo by Brendan King).

Gilman delegates f ight for world peace at the Johns Hop-
kins Model United Nat ions Conference (Photo courtesy 
Google images).
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those who did not rely on government 
to do it!”
And so therefore, FDR’s New Deal 
initiated a dangerous and desperate 
dependence on government interven-
tion – a dependence that catapulted our 
economy into debt with pitiful results 
regarding the expected improved living 
conditions of the poor.  The people sup-
posedly benefi ting from the trillions of 
dollars of the New New Deal are, in fact, 
by continually accepting government 
money in the form of welfare and tax 
cuts, being trapped in a hole of poverty 
that lacks feelings of ambition.  “We 
have spent trillions, we have cared, we 
have used our compassion, and yet [the 
economically aggrieved citizens] are 
still angry, and they’re still enraged … 
And guess what?” exclaimed Limbaugh, 
“They’re still waiting.”  Therefore, ladies 
and gentleman, by following FDR’s failed 
economic policies, Obama is unimagin-
ably piling on federal debt to our already 
in debt economy, not reducing unem-
ployment or poverty, and forcing the 
poor to stay in their current conditions 
through depriving them of ambition and 
hope.  Hopefully Obama is reading an 
American history textbook… and learn-
ing from it, because under the New New 
Deal, Obama’s ‘promised change’ will 
indubitably forever change America.   

 At the end of each school year, seniors 
disappear from campus, leading some 
underclassmen to believe that seniors 
no longer have to come to school or do 
any work. In reality, seniors spend their 
last few weeks on senior encounters. This 
encounter gives seniors the opportunity 
to pursue their interests and gain experi-
ence in the real world. 
 Ian Jones will be shadowing a general 
in the Pentagon in the public affairs 
offi ce. He was able to obtain this intern-
ship through his father who works in the 
military in Aberdeen, Virginia. Ian has 
not yet been informed about what his 
internship will entail, but when asked 
what he thinks he will do on the job, 
he answered, “Probably get coffee for 
people?” All jokes aside, Ian is looking 
forward to working in the Pentagon and 
learning about interesting topics that the 
military has to offer. He has never been to 
the Pentagon and believes his experience 
there will be a “cool one.”
 Matt Shramko has a deep passion for 
collecting rocks, as he demonstrated 
so well in his senior speech. So for his 
encounter, Matt will be working at the 
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History 
in the geology section under Leslie Hale, 
the National Rock and Ore Collection 
manager. He was able to get this intern-
ship simply by sending out a few emails. 
The museum was happy to take him. 
While working in the Smithsonian, Matt 
will be unpacking and taking inventory 
of the rocks and ores that the museum 

   In the beginning, it seemed the 2008-
2009 school year was one to look forward 
to. With the addition of the new dining 
center, students would have plenty of food 
to eat every day – or so they thought. In 
reality, however, kids are buying more 
and more food from the Hound Depot. 
With a wide assortment of drinks and 
snacks, the Depot seems to be able to ful-
fi ll all of the students’ snacking needs out-
side of FLIK. The Hound Depot’s variety, 
however, has been severely diminished by 
the administration. The administration 
has barred the Depot from selling some 
sweets, including many of the pastries, 
baked goods, and items with high fat and 
sugar content. Many students, enraged by 
this decision, want to know who has taken 
away their beloved sweets.
   Around the school, everyone seems to 
be curious as to why the ban on sweets 
was put into effect. Mrs. Schuster, the 
Hound Depot manager, revealed in an 
interview that parents complained about 
their children buying and consuming too 
many “junk foods.” The complaint trick-
led down through the administration 
and eventually, the sweets were banned. 
The parents are not solely to blame for 
the removal of the sweets, however. It 
is also the administration’s job to keep 
the students, in Mrs. Turner’s words, 
“healthy across the boards: in mind, body 
and spirit.” Mrs. Turner feels that the 
school’s commitment to a healthy body 
does not just deal with athletics, but also 

receives, preparing loans of the rocks and 
ores to scientists who request them, and 
many other incredible things. Matt is very 
excited about working in the museum’s 
vault where they keep their rocks and 
ores, many of which the public has never 
seen. He is also looking forward to broad-
ening his horizons by being able to see 
and study new rocks. This job could not 
have been a more perfect fi t for Matt. 
   Ronald Song will be working as an 
intern at Diversifi ed Insurance Industries 
Incorporated, an insurance company 
located in Baltimore. He decided to work 
with this company because his brother, 
Gilman alum Donald Song, also interned 
there and Dr. Harris had recommended 
this internship. Specifi cally, Ronald will 
be working under Mr. Drusano, father 
of Gilman’s own Ryan Drusano, at the 
working division. He will attend company 
meetings, write newsletters, and perform 
other necessary tasks. Ronald is looking 
forward to learning by working and gain-
ing real work experience. He believes this 
job will allow him to gain a new perspec-
tive on the real life that lies ahead of him 
in the future.
 With the school year drawing to a 
close, many seniors are scrambling to 
find something to do for their senior 
encounter. There are seniors who have 
already chosen what to do for their senior 
encounter such as Ronald, Ian, and Matt, 
and there are those who have yet to fi nd 
one. Either way, seniors, good luck in 
your endeavors and have fun while you 
are off-campus!  

Where Have All the 
Seniors Gone?

by Jun yaMagucHi

Letters (cont’d)
Fred Phelps and his church (attention 
is really all they want to achieve their 
means) and actively supporting the 
people behind The Laramie Project, 
albeit indirectly. The fact that this play 
is being performed in our community 
shows how much tremendous progress 
we have made in regard to the treatment 
of homosexuals, and is a start to making 
them feel safer in our community. I 
tremendously support and respect my 
family’s gay friends. They are not as dif-
ferent as the media portrays them and 
they are some of the bravest people that 
I know to stand up and not be infl uenced 
by all the hate that is aimed at them 
both directly and indirectly. I am fairly 
certain that within twenty years groups 
such as the Westboro Baptist Church 
will be remembered, along with the 
Ku-Klux-Klan, as groups that are evil 
in form. Also, if we continue to perform 
plays and works such as The Laramie 
Project, homosexuals will eventually 
have the same rights as everyone in 
every state, including marriage. The 
absolute best way to start to denounce 
groups like Westboro Baptist Church 
and support the homosexual commu-
nity is to buy tickets and attend the 
performance of The Laramie Project. I 
just bought mine, and so should you.
-Jacob Luber

A Bad Deal (cont’d)
with the student’s diets, and to maintain 
the health of the school, unhealthy foods 
must be removed. Many Upper School 
students feel that this action is very 
condescending and patronizing, for they 
are not even given the chance to make 
healthy decisions and are just having the 
foods ripped away. As Ned Whitman put 
it, “I don’t understand why [the parents 
and the administration] do not trust us 
to make healthy choices.”
   This ban on sweets has not affected all 
food sales. Various clubs and organiza-
tions, including the Chess Club and the 
Gay-Straight Alliance, have been selling 
candy in the Dining Hall’s Annex for 
several weeks, with no restrictions. Now, 
if student-run organizations are able to 
sell sweets, why then, can the Hound 
Depot not? Currently, there is no problem 
with student clubs selling candy. It is 
an excellent fundraiser and the student 
body really enjoys the opportunity to buy 
and consume candy. Nevertheless, it is 
contradictory that the students can sell 
candy and sweets, but the Hound Depot 
cannot. Mrs. Turner realizes this incon-
sistency and has addressed it, stating that 
the kids were originally supposed to be 
selling healthier foods such as granola 
bars. Granola bars eventually turned 
into Snickers bars and candy quickly 
infi ltrated the market.  This privilege, 
however, will soon come to an end.  So, 
satisfy your cravings for sweets now, 
because the Snickers, Cowtails, Skittles 
and Airheads will soon be gone. 

Unhealthy Foods 
Disappearing

by PreSton Suan

Moon Pies wane as Luna bars wax in the Hound Depot (Photo courtesy Gilman News staff).
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SPRING SHOWS
The Laramie Project

by Will faiSon

 Roland Park’s exciting Spring theater 
production, “The Laramie Project,” 
is right around the corner.  This play 
is especially unique, however, in the 
sense that it has potential to cause a 
significant amount of controversy in 
the tri-school area. The story takes 
place in Laramie, Wyoming, when a 
gay student named Matthew Shepard 
of The University of Wyoming was 
tied to a fence, ruthlessly beaten, and 
left for dead in the cold of November. 
A fellow student of the University, who 
was out for a bike ride, later discov-
ered the hardly recognizable body, and 
Shepard was immediately rushed to a 
hospital, where he died several days 
later from his injuries.  The play por-
trays the reactions of the townspeople 
in the wake of this atrocity.  There is a 
small homophobic hate group (whose 
name will go unmentioned due to the 
director’s request) that will be publicly 
protesting this production directly out-
side of the Roland Park entrance. The 
director, Ms. Lara Hackman, is unfazed 

by this radical group, saying, “Rather 
than staging any sort of counter-protest 
we are encouraging people to come to 
our production, and fill the house.”
 The cast is rather large consisting of 
twenty-five talented and experienced 
actors, yet Ms. Hackman is optimistic 
and confident in selections. The cast 
includes three Gilman students, and 
twenty-two Roland Parkers. Ms. Hack-
man is pleased with her choice of cast, 
and those who auditioned, stating, “I 
was extremely impressed by the level of 
talent and commitment at the audition 
and I was also pleased with the diver-
sity of grade level, theatrical experi-
ence and outside interests of those who 
auditioned.”
 Again, Ms Hackman’s wish is to sell 
out the show to let the protestors know 
that we, as a tri school community, 
stand up with class to such a group, so 
it would be wonderful if everyone could 
come out to see it. The show times are 
as follows: Friday, April 24th, 7:30 p.m, 
Saturday, April 25th, 7:30 p.m, and 
Sunday, April 26th, 2:00 p.m. All per-
formances will take place in the Sinex 
Theatre.

RPCS and Gilman team up to present “The Laramie Project” (Photo Courtesy http://
norefundtheater.files.wordpress.com).

Buy tickets online at RPCS website:
 
http://sp.rpcs.org/rpcsweb/home/Pages/RPCS%20homepage.aspx 

 W i t h  o p e n i n g  n i g h t  q u i c k l y 
approaching, everyone is anticipating 
another spectacular Gilman dramatic 
production in Neil Simon’s Little Me. 
With less than a month to go, the cast is 
buckling down as they finish blocking 
and choreographing the scenes so they 
can begin final run-throughs. Prepare 
yourself for an exciting, fast-paced 
production in our very own Gilman 
auditorium at 8:00 PM on Thursday 
April 30th, followed by 8:00 PM per-
formances on Friday May 1st and Sat-
urday May 2nd. A final matinee show 
is set for Sunday May 3rd at 2:00 PM.  

 T h i s  1 9 6 0 s 
slapstick comedy is 
the rags-to-r iches 
story of Belle Poi-
t r i n e ,  a  s p u n k y 
young woman who 
has just published 
her autobiography. 
Narrated by “Older” 
Belle (Meghan Stan-
ton BMS ’10), Little 
Me takes the audi-
ence back in t ime 
to tell her life story. 
Belle (Annie Sher-
man BMS ’09) grew 
up on “the wrong side 
of the tracks” and 
spent her life trying 
to acquire wealth, 
culture, and social 
position in order to 
marry the love of her 
life, Noble Eggleston 
(Jo sh S iem s ’10). 
During her quest for 
status, Belle is tried 
for murder, becomes 

a singer and movie star, and brief ly 
marries multiple suitors. The musical 
also features Gilman’s Jack Mitchell 
’09 (who plays four hysterical roles), 
Conor McGee ’09, Max Brodsky ’10, 
and Billy Siems ’10. This comical satire 
of the rich and famous will undoubt-
edly keep the audience entertained. 
Along with the many unforgettable 
songs and dances, the crew has assem-
bled an elaborate set to complement the 
action. 
 At the helm of this production is an 
experienced group of directors, led by 
Mr. John Rowell. Little Me is Mr. Row-

ell’s fourth production at Gilman and 
he is as enthusiastic as ever about this 
show. When asked about the upcoming 
performance, he said, “This is the big-
gest and busiest production I have ever 
been a part of at Gilman. It will have 
you laughing non-stop as you follow 
Belle’s story. Truly a must see.” Mr. 
Rowell is assisted by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Fink (musical director who also directs 
The Traveling Men), Todd Pearthree 
(choreographer), Mr. Jamie Spragins 
(technical director), and Alyson Shirk 
(costume designer).
 The cast and crew are all excited 
about the show, and their enthusiasm 
is evident despite the long hours they 
spend perfecting every scene. “We have 
rehearsals everyday of the week except 
for Friday, even weekends,” says Jack 
Mitchell, who is no stranger to theater 
productions. “Everyone is very excited 
and happy about how the show is going, 
nonetheless. We are always learning 

by david WilliaMS

new, interesting stuff and new ideas to 
present humor. Come out if you want 
to laugh.” 
 Annie Sherman shared similar 
thoughts on the musical. “This is by 
far the most demanding musical I have 
been a part of. It is relatively long, but 
will be absolutely hilarious. If you want 
to see Tri-School theater at its best, 
this show is not to be missed!” Though 
a difficult production, everyone feels 
that the talented cast is up to the chal-
lenge and fun to work with. Everyone 
believes the musical strikes a nice 
balance between satire and slapstick 
humor as it traces Belle’s triumph over 
adversity to be with the man she loves. 
It will surely keep the audience laugh-
ing on the edge of their seats. 
 Be sure to come out and supports 
your fellow classmates at Little Me! 
You will not be disappointed.   

Josh SiemsMeghan Stanton Annie Sherman Jack Mitchell

Poster by Cesare Ciccanti. Headshots by Gilman students.
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Berger’s Bytes
 Let me introduce you to Ted Leon-
sis, vice president emeritus of AOL, 
chairman of several smaller companies 
including Snag Films and Revolution 
Money, and majority owner of the Wash-
ington Mystics of the WNBA and the 
Washington Capitals of the NHL. Ted 
defi es all conventional wisdom about 
what a sports owner should be.
 First of all, Ted is the most accessible 
owner in major professional sports. I 
can guarantee that, and I absolutely 
love that. Ted posted his personal email 
address online, and he may receive up 
to 100 emails from Caps’ fans a day. 
Ted doesn’t tell a secretary to send a 
generic “Thank you for your concerns” 
email back to the sender, he personally 
responds to each email, usually that 
very day. When I sent Ted an email 
about interviewing him for The Gilman 
News, he told me to send him my cell 
phone number, so that he could call me 
for the interview. Oh and Ted blogs too, 
sometimes up to 4 or 5 times a day on his 
website, tedstake.com. Can you picture 
Orioles’ owner Peter Angelos doing that? 
I didn’t think so.  
 Also, Ted truly cares about Caps’ fans. 
I have a friend who is a Capitals’ season 
ticket holder who pays $35 per seat per 
game during the regular season. During 
the playoffs, he only has to pay $24! Low-
ering the price for the playoffs? That’s 
not just unprecedented, it’s madness! 
Ted does that because he is loyal to his 
season ticket holders. My friend would 
still gladly pay $35 for playoff tickets, but 
Ted respects his fi nancial commitment 
to the organization. Of course, Ted also 
holds special meetings for season ticket 
holders and invites them to sit with him 
in the owner’s box. Walk from F Street 
into the arena an hour before a game, 
and you will see Ted, by himself, taking 
suggestions from regular fans about 
his team. According to Rick Maese of 
the Baltimore Sun, most players in the 
Orioles’ clubhouse have never even met 
their owner, Peter Angelos. 
 The Capitals are the hottest team 
in the area, and a lot of that is due to 
the work of Ted Leonsis and his entire 
marketing and public relations depart-
ment. Hockey interest in the Baltimore/
DC area has gone from virtually non-
existent to sellouts at every home game. 
Do yourself a favor; get tickets to a 
regular season game next season. You’re 
going to be hooked because hockey is a 
great sport and the Capitals are a great 
franchise. I hope that Peter Angelos and 
the folks down at Camden Yards who 
have taken us from the years of Orioles 
Magic and World Series Championships 
to empty ballparks and 11 (and counting) 
straight losing seasons fi gure something 
out that Ted has known ever since he 
bought the Caps. If you truly appreci-
ate, cherish, and give attention to every 
single fan, not just a hot-shot CEO but 
also a normal high school kid like me, 
you will have a successful franchise. 
Here’s to Lord Stanley fi nally coming to 
the District!   

Matt Berger: My fi rst question, Ted, is in 
your opinion, what has led to this amaz-
ing growth in hockey interest throughout 
the DC/Baltimore area?  

Ted Leonsis: It has been just a perfect 
storm of positive trends. The first is 
that the team has been rebuilt, and 
it’s a very exciting team with All-Star 
caliber players like Nicklas Backstrom, 
Alexander Semin, and Mike Green. It 
also has 1 MVP-quality superstar in Alex 
Ovechkin, so as the team has won, the 
excitement around the team has grown, 
and that has activated a lot of positive 
press which draws out the casual sports 
fans in the area.

MB: On an episode of “Capitals Red Line 
Monday”, a fan who calls himself “the 
cowbell guy” said that DC is a real hockey 
town. Are you ever amazed at what kind 
of hockey town DC has become? 

TL: Well, no, I always knew that there 
was a great hockey fanbase around 
Washington and with an exciting team, 
I knew that we could tap into this group 
as well as casual fans around the area. 
This is all just a result of what we have 
done through the rebuilding of our 
organization.
 
MB: On Caps’ marketing in Baltimore, 
I know of the “Puck Bus” that WNST (a 
sports talk radio station in Baltimore) 
runs to the Verizon Center, and I saw 
that Donald Brashear came to the ESPN 
Zone in Baltimore. In what other ways 
do you plan on marketing towards Bal-
timore fans? 

TL: We do a lot of marketing on adver-
tising.com which is actually based in 
Baltimore. They help us to deliver mes-

sages online within Baltimore, so we use 
a lot of targeted marketing for Baltimore 
fans. We’re almost sold out now, which 
is a good thing, so we’re looking to fi ll 
those fi nal season tickets and sponsor-
ships, and our big playoff marketing 
push will be towards people who can 
buy our last season tickets and can be 
sponsors. 

MB: What should Gilman students 
expect when they go to a Caps’ game for 
the fi rst time? 

TL: Well, Matt, I went to a baseball game 
yesterday, and one thing that really 
struck me is that people are constantly 
looking at each other, and they only 
look at the fi eld for brief moments when 
there is a big play. In hockey, your eyes 
are constantly glued to the play on the 
ice. It’s like a brought-to-life video game. 
You are totally immersed in the music, 
sound, and colors of the game, that it’s 
like a video game. In hockey, there is 
no place to hide. There are no timeouts 
or out-of-bounds lines which leads to a 
very high intensity on the ice and for our 
fans in the arena. 

MB: You have a list of 101 things that you 
want to do in life such as take Michael 
Jordan 1-on-1, give away $100 million to 
charity, and win a championship, which 
we all hope will happen this year. Did 
you ever think that you could accom-
plish all that you did?

TL: The list is really a product of the 
power of visualization, and I had the 
good fortune of accomplishing most of 
what I set out to do. When I originally 
created the list, I did have the intention 
of completing all 101 things on it, and 
it has been satisfying to check tasks off 
as I complete them. But I’m not fi nished 
yet, and I do plan to one day visit all of 
the places and do all of the things that I 
originally hoped to accomplish.

 MB: You’ve introduced a new type of 
video media called “filmanthropy”. 
What exactly is “fi lmanthropy”?

TL: I’m trying to make movies to 
engender social change, movies that 
matter and may have a deeper mean-
ing than what is at the surface. I’ve 
helped to direct and produce two 
movies so far. Nanking was my fi rst 
movie, and the second is a documen-
tary called Kicking It which aired on 
ESPN recently. On Facebook, you can 
go to the application and “snag” any 
fi lm and place it anywhere on the web 
or create a fi lm yourself for others to 
“snag”.

MB: Last question, Donald Brashear, 
Boyd Gordon, and Tom Poti look to be 
healthy for the playoffs, and this team 
seems poised for a deep playoff run. 
What are your expectations for the 
playoffs, and can this team challenge 
for the Stanley Cup?

TL: We had a very, very good regular 
season where we consistently showed 
that we can compete with and beat any 
team in the National Hockey League. 
Our team knows what it takes to do 
well and advance in the playoffs, but 
the regular season is over and this is 
the second season. The slate is clean, 
and our regular season means nothing 
because every team is 0-0 going into 
the playoffs, so we just have to take it 
one game at a time. The Rangers are 
a great organization, and we have to 
take it game by game to beat them, 
but if we play like we’ve been playing, 
I think that anything is possible for 
this team.

 To follow Ted Leonsis and the 
Washington Capitals during their 
2009 Stanley Cup Playoff run, go to 
washingtoncapitals.com and tedstake.
com. Go Caps!  

by Matt berger

Leonsis’ Caps fi ght for the puck (Photo courtesy Google images).



April 24, 2009         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CVII No. 7 

Gilman LAX: Best in Nation...Again
 The 2009 Gilman Varsity lacrosse 
came into the season with the high-
est expectations in the team’s his-
tory.  Besides being ranked first in 
the nation, the team felt as though 
they needed to prove something 
after letting last year’s championship 
slip away, ending a perfect season.  
The desire to end this season with a 
championship is overwhelming and, 
being the highest ranked team in 
the country, expected.  Despite this 
immense pressure to succeed, the 
players are not shaken and, accord-
ing to junior midf ielder Duncan 
Hutchins, want “to take it one game 
at a time, playing each game as the 
one that means the most.  Taking 
this season step by step is key.”  The 
team also has extreme confidence 
in their ability to win the champion-
ship; senior midfielder Greg McBride 
says his expectation is simply “to win 
the championship.”  This expectation 
might be hard to reach in one of the 
toughest conferences in the coun-
try, but the team has the strongest 
group of senior talent it has seen in 
a long time, comprising McBride, 
Davey Emala,  Marcus Holman, 
Harry Prevas, Jack Doyle, and Conor 
McGee.  This core group has the nec-
essary intangibles that will enable 
the team to achieve their ultimate 
goal of winning MIAA.  McBride says 
that this year is different as seniors 
because “there is no second chance. 
This is it.”  Emala agrees by saying 
that this is the year when “we have 
to go from just being players to being 
leaders.”  This attitude of working on 

Wiff leball is Here to Stay
 Although a thirty-day-old intramural 
sport, Wiff leball has already won the 
hearts of many Gilman athletes. The 
game has replaced fresh-soph baseball 
which, according to Mr. Dawson “got cut 
for a number of reasons.” Mr. Holley took 
the initiative to bring Wiffleball to Gill-
man, and Mr. Dawson lost no time getting 
the sport up and running. 
 Coach Dawson shares the joys of the 
team members in welcoming the new 
sport and is not afraid to show it, saying, 
“Wiffleball is the foundation upon which 
Gillman is built; if it were taken away, the 
school will crumble.” He is also extremely 
confident that his athletes will perform 
well, claiming “Wiff leball players are 
physically and mentally the toughest 
athletes on the face of the planet.” 
 Though a relatively new sport, Wiffle-
ball seems to already have become part 
of players’ lives. In the words of Justin 
Wyatt, a tenth grade student, “I enjoy 
Wiffleball very much. Such coaches as Mr. 
Dawson and Mr. Goldman give the sport 
an interesting and fun spin. Wiffleball is 
a good addition to intramural sports, and 
it is definitely the best part of my day.” 

by aMit voHra

by SHane edgar leading and uniting the team first 
came into being when the team took 
a trip to Florida over spring break.  
While they only scrimmaged other 
teams and no official scores were 
kept, major steps were taken in team 
bonding that will only benefit the 
team down the road.  According to 
Hutchins, the final bonding experi-
ence came in one of the most talked 
about matchups of the season.  In 
a number one versus number two 
matchup, Gilman played LaSalle 
from Pennsylvania in a match that 
lacrosse fanatics were looking for-
ward to for weeks.  In dramatic 
fashion, Gilman came back from a 
7-3 deficit with only one quarter to 
play to force the game into overtime.  
On Gilman’s first possession in over-
time, Holman scored a close range 
goal to win the game 8-7.  Besides 
acting as a bonding experience for 
the team, this game provided “con-
fidence to come back and work hard 
because it proved that we could beat 
anybody,” said McBride.  Emala 
added to McBride, saying that the 
win “especially gave the defense the 
confidence it needed to fulfill the 
team’s goal.”  Since this epic game, 
the team has had decisive wins over 
conference rivals Mt. St. Joseph’s, St. 
Mary’s, and Severn, but more chal-
lenging games await with matches 
against Calvert Hall, Loyola, St. 
Paul’s, and Boys’ Latin in the coming 
weeks.  However, with their patient-
yet-confident attitude, the lacrosse 
team seem bound to complete what 
they could not last year and follow 
up on the intense expectations with 
a championship victory. 

 Wiffleball was accidentally invented 
a little over half a century ago by David 
N. Mullany. Mullany and his son wanted 
to play baseball but were unable due to 
the fact that baseballs break windows. 
After some trial and error, they found 
that a slotted plastic ball did not break 
windows and subsequently named their 
invention the “Wiff leball.” Initially 
played as a backyard game, Wiffleball 
attained the status of an organized sport 
in the 1980s. Through many leagues and 
tournaments, it has now become as one of 
the most popular sports in many towns 
of America. It has also established world 
record for longest game ever played: 30 
hours straight with no breaks. 
 Although played indoors and in hour-
long stints, Gilman’s version of Wiffleball 
is no less enjoyable. Gilman’s Wiffleball 
league comprises six teams in a season-
long tournament, with each day seeing 
intense new matchups between the vari-
ous franchises. The game fits well into the 
Gilman sports community and has a 
bright future ahead. As Coach Dawson 
put it, “Wiffleball is here to stay. People 
love it too much and need it too much.”

Cooper Brown eyes the opposition as he prepares to shoot (Photo courtesy Cynosure).

Khalil Al-Talib gets ready to swing as Killian Naylor sends the pitcher a signal. 
(Photo by Christian Moscardi).


