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The News
Gilman Technology: Past, Present & Future

BY TYLER KOLLE

Gilman, a school whose philosophy 
is rooted in 100-year-old history, has 
begun to further integrate technology in 
the school while staying true to its tra-
ditions. Mrs. Turner, head of the Upper 
School, has seen “enormous changes, 
cataclysmic changes, in the use of tech-
nology at school.” With the integration 
of projectors, podiums, and Smart-
Boards into classrooms many teachers 
have adapted their traditional teaching 
methods to include the use of interactive 
technologies. Mr. Gorski, the Director of 
Educational Technology Services at Gil-
man, thinks of computers as “a tool; it 
is not the technology itself but how en-
thusiastic you are about what you do in 
the classroom.” Mrs. Turner added, “it 
will never replace a person and a book,” 
however “technology is a necessary part 
of a student’s education.” Today, Gilman 
finds itself walking a fine line; the school 
wants to push forward with new technol-
ogies while at the same time staying true 
to its traditional education. 

Technology has become increasingly 
important to students and teachers. Es-
pecially recently with the school’s push 
to go paperless, teachers, students, and 
coaches are relying more and more on 
technology to communicate. Every stu-
dent and teacher at Gilman is issued a 
standardized email account. Both the 

students and teachers have come to 
rely heavily on this service to effectively 
communicate with each other. More and 
more teachers are sending homework 
assignments and bulletins to students 
electronically increasing efficiency and 
decreasing paper use. Mr. Heubeck, 
the head of the Upper School Technol-

ogy Committee, tries to use technology 
as much as possible in his 10th grade 
humanities classes. He says, “I do all 
my tests with a computer; they take the 
test on a word document, place it in my 
drop box, and then I can grade it using 
my tablet computer and send it back to 
them electronically so that there is no 
paper exchange at all.”

In addition to providing email to all 
of its students, Gilman also strives to 
make computers accessible to students 
at school. With both laptops and desk-
tops in the library and desktops avail-
able to use in ETS the school has tried to 
utilize accessibility for students. Because 
technology has become so important to 
student life, the demand for computers 
is very high. Mrs. Fuller, the head librar-
ian in the Upper School, notes that the 
library, which has 18 laptops available 
to students, usually runs out of comput-
ers by 5th period. This is an obvious sign 
that technology has 

Continued on page 3

Educating in the 21st Century:
Bryn Mawr School

Educating in the 21st Century:
Roland Park Country School

BY NED WHITMAN BY TYLER KOLLE

Bryn Mawr, like Gilman and RPCS, 
is finding its way in a hi-tech world by 
incorporating technology as a support 
tool for education. Since the dawn of a 
recent age of computers, Bryn Mawr 
has made it a priority, through technol-
ogy, to “Provide the resources that will 
help them be a better student [and] help 
them learn more effectively,” stated Ms. 
Lynn Byank, Director of Technology. Ac-
cording to Bryn Mawr’s website, “Bryn 
Mawr School was an early innovator of 
technology and one of the first schools 
to purchase and use computers in its 
curriculum.” Bryn Mawr continues to 
implement new technology, advancing 
its teaching and the learning process for 
students and teachers in the 21st cen-
tury.

A typical day for a Bryn Mawr stu-
dent could begin by going into one of 
several common rooms to check email 
at a communal computer, then heading 
over to library to check out a USB stor-

age device, later working on an assign-
ment in the Mac lab during a free pe-
riod, and finally after lunch, submitting 
an assignment via email through her 
personal computer connected to Bryn 
Mawr’s wireless network. In the Upper 
School, there are many opportunities 
for students in terms of technology. In 
response to asking how available tech-
nology is at Bryn Mawr, Ms. Byank af-
firmed, “We certainly provide resources 
for [the students].” There are comput-
ers labs, a variety of digital equipment 
such as camcorders and USB drives to 
checkout in the library, computers in the 
common room and in the library where 
students can check email or get onto the 
internet, and wireless access that cov-
ers approximately 90% of the campus, 
which enables students to be connected 
to their email and the internet through 
their personal computers.

Continued on page 4

Roland Park Country School has 
taken aggressive steps to ensure they 
are providing students with a 21st cen-
tury learning experience. Mrs. Tripp, 
Director of Technology at RPCS, thinks 
of technology as a “tool to assist faculty 
and student in the delivery of curricu-
lum.” Historically RPCS has been a tech-
nologically advanced school; computers 
were used in educational environment at 
RPCS as early as 1971. Roland Park has 
continued its tradition of tightly inte-
grating technology and education more 
recently by adopting a laptop program 
in 2000, which requires all students to 
carry a personal laptop with them to ev-
ery class. By creating an environment in 
which technology cannot be ignored by 
students or teachers, the school hopes to 
do its best to prepare them for the tech-
centric future.

The laptop program at RPCS was ad-
opted in the 2000-2001 school year for 
girls in grades 7-12. The introduction of 

the laptops did require teachers to re-
evaluate their curriculum so that tech-
nology could be successfully integrated. 
Even though technology plays a major 
role in the life of a student, the school 
has made sure not to compromise the 
integrity of the high-caliber education 
which the school has traditionally pro-
vided. The teaching and learning process 
is essentially the same at RPCS, but in-
stead of physically passing out readings, 
worksheets, and bulletins, the teacher 
simply posts them on his or her web-
site. From there the student has access 
to any assignment at any time. As can 
be imagined RPCS is able to save much 
paper and ink by posting all documents 
on the Internet. The most recent phase 
of the laptop program at Roland Park 
was the move from traditional laptops to 
tablet PCs. These tablet computers allow 
students to write directly on the screen, 
which allows the girls to take notes as 

Continued on page 4

Elliot Wakefield ‘11 completing an assignment using a laptop from the library 
(Photo by Ned Whitman)
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Technology moves at an intimidat-
ing pace. Thus, Gilman, whose mission 
is rooted in 100-year-old history, and 
technology do not seem to be a compat-
ible match. Throughout many interviews 
with faculty members from all three 
schools I was constantly reminded that 
“Gilman is a traditional school; we act 
conservatively.” This notion was trou-
bling when I first heard it, and continues 
to trouble me because it is simply not 
true. 

It seems to me that Gilman has never 
hesitated to try new things and to push 
new initiatives to create a more con-
structive environment for students. For 
example, Gilman was one of the first pri-
vate schools to admit African American 
and Jewish students. The green initia-
tives at Gilman are also remarkably pro-
gressive. Instead of the traditional slate 
roof, Gilman made the rooftop of the Lu-
men center into a rain garden to help in-
sulate the building and prevent run-off. 
The recycling program at Gilman is also 
very forward thinking; the school is ac-
tually in partnership with the recycling 
company Abitibi which pays the school 
for our paper waste, which they then re-
cycle. So what is stopping Gilman from 
pushing forward and committing to pro-
vide students with a learning environ-
ment where technology is tightly and ap-
propriately integrated into a traditional 
education?

We don’t want more technology for 
the sake of having more technology. In-
corporating technology into the school 
is important because it enhances learn-
ing opportunities. At both of the sister 
schools girls are constantly connected. 
At RPCS the students are required to 
carry around laptops with them wher-
ever they go. At BMS students have the 
ability to bring their own computer in 
from school, they have multiple work-
stations in the common areas, and they 
have many computer labs in central lo-
cations. Staying connected is obviously 
important because it allows for the ef-
ficient transfer of information between 
students and teachers. Now with teacher 
web sites in the works, staying connect-

ed to the internet will become even more 
vital for students. Say perhaps a student 
loses an assignment that was passed out 
in class. With an up-to-date web page he 
could easily download a new one at any 
time. It’s not about the technology, but 
rather enhancing the learning experi-
ence. 

Personal technology is new, and its 
introduction into the education environ-
ment is even newer. Through our inter-

Moving Forward 
Conscious of the Past

Mimmo Cricchio ‘10 re-enacting technical frustration while working on a desk-
top computer in the library. (Photo illustration by Jacob Luber)

view process it seemed that the more tra-
ditional teachers were hesitant and even 
fearful to try to integrate technology into 
their lessons because they simply were 
uncomfortable using it. By no means 
should the school attempt to dictate a re-
quired amount of technology use in the 
classroom because that would indeed 
compromise the integrity of the classic 
Gilman education. But rather, teachers 
should be given the necessary resources 
to do so. Not just the physical devices, 
but most importantly the knowledge to 
integrate them into the classroom. If 
teachers become aware of the technol-
ogy around them, the fear and resistance 
toward it will disappear and technology 
will become integrated into the curricu-
lum seamlessly and appropriately. 

Thus far Gilman has not even mod-
erately attempted to integrate technol-
ogy into a student’s everyday life and to 
expose them to a wide array of diverse 
technologies. The most obvious example 
is the lack of a computer lab in the Up-

and coaches. 
The school has also opposed the in-

crease of learning through multiple plat-
forms. Last fall the publications lab made 
a switch from Macintosh based comput-
ers to Windows based PCs. Even though 
the people who work in publications, the 
Upper School technology advisory com-
mittee, and apparently the students, ac-
cording to our poll, opposed the removal 
of the Macs. The reasons for the switch 
seem questionable. We were first told by 
Mr. Gorski that Macs couldn’t connect to 
the PC network, but it is done seamless-
ly at BMS, and even at Gilman the Mac 
used in development can connect to all 
of the PC servers. Then we were told that 
the decision to move to one platform was 
made by a Board of Trustees technology 
sub-committee in 2002. But we inter-
viewed Mr. Novak, the head of the elu-
sive technology sub-committee, and he 
told us that in fact the board never made 
such a decision. Mr. Novak said when 
asked about the PC-Mac issue that it was 
“not really” discussed by the committee, 
and “in a isolated pocket like publica-
tions or a place where people are putting 
out media [the board] thought Mac was 
okay.” 

Technology’s absence can be seen 
through the student poll. Sixty-two per-
cent of Gilman students said that they 
use FTP extremely rarely. FTP is a very 
helpful way to transfer files from home 
and school, but students are not tak-
ing advantage of it. The students lack 
of knowledge may cause avoidance of 
FTP, or possibly because the school has 
not made it a necessity for students to 
keep their technological lives at school 
and at home in sync. The lack of technol-
ogy presence can also seen through the 
‘Help Desk’ results. Ninety-three per-
cent of students said they never or very 
rarely use the technology ‘Help Desk,’ 
a useful service that ETS offers, which 
can help solve technological problems 

per School. There are few locations po-
sitioned around the school where any 
student may access a computer anytime 
during the day: the library (18 laptops, 9 
desktops) and ETS (3 desktops). Accord-
ing to the Gilman News survey, students 
seemed to be content with the accessi-
bility of computers, however over 87% 
of students felt very strongly that stu-
dents should be able to bring in personal 
computers and connect to the web. Ob-
viously students want to be able to stay 
more connected, but the environment of 
the school does not endorse nor require 
students to stay connected with teachers 

in school. The lack of technology related 
classes offer at Gilman also shows the 
lack of attention that Gilman has given 
to the subject. While Bryn Mawr offers 
six computer science classes, including 
AP Computer Science, Digital Media, 
Emerging Technologies, Programming 
Dynamic Websites, Design Concept, and 
Silver Screen, movie making course, Gil-
man only offers a 9th grade Introduction 
to Technology course and a Design and 
Publications course which incorporates 
technology.

The key to creating a healthy technol-
ogy-enabled school is to do away with 
the unknowns. Teachers and students 
should feel comfortable and involved 
with technology. If everyone feels com-
fortable operating the computers, both 
the use of technology and the under-
standing of it will increase. To do this, 
it is important to provide teachers with 
proper training of the devices and new 
technologies. At RPCS, Mrs. Tripp told 
us that she will frequently take profes-
sional days to introduce new technolo-
gies. Because technology is so important 
to everything at RPCS, it is vital that 
teachers are properly trained to use the 
technology. Also, the Gilman technol-
ogy department must run efficiently. 
At BMS, the ratio of technology staff to 
computers is smaller than at Gilman, 
however at the same time BMS is able 
to support two platforms, a technology 
enabled language lab, and student WiFi. 
RPCS staff must work even more effi-
ciently seeing that every person in the 
Upper and most students in the Middle 
School carry laptops that the technol-
ogy department must service. To create 
a beneficial technological environment, 
the school must also keep students and 
teachers connected all the time. To do 
this we could easily allow students to 
bring in personal computers from home 
and access the internet on campus. In 
addition to this, any student who does 
not have a personal laptop could borrow 
one from ETS. At RPCS students from 
Gilman and BMS can check-out tablet 
PCs from the technology department 
which they are allowed to take with them 
anywhere in the school. Mr. Gorski said 
that this would be a possible solution at 
Gilman, seeing especially that the school 
has recently purchased netbook laptops, 
which are cheaper, lighter, and smaller 
than standard laptops, and could easily 
be checked out by a student. 

Most importantly, the school must 
adopt technology in a way that replicates 
the manner in which most businesses 
and colleges work. To do this, technology 
must first be appropriately incorporated 
in the curriculum. Email should be the 
standard for communication between 
students and teachers, and teachers 
should be required to keep up-to-date 
websites where students can download 
assignments and communicate with 
classmates. To effectively create such 
an environment, teachers must be prop-
erly trained in methods that incorporate 
the technology in their classroom. If the 
school wants to truly prepare us for col-
lege and beyond they must facilitate the 
use and the extension of all types of tech-
nology into new educational arenas.

- Tyler Kolle -E. L. Whitman
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Letter to the Editor: 
US Tech Committee

Dear Editors, 

At Gilman, we are committed to cre-
ating a school community that seam-
lessly incorporates the appropriate use 
of technology into our daily instruction.  
Further, we believe that our curriculum, 
through the use of instructional technol-
ogy, should create a dynamic interplay 
between teachers, students and admin-
istrators that allows all to reach their full 
potential. To achieve this, the School’s 
technology vision must be to continually 
search for ways to benefit the commu-
nity, to explore new and innovative ways 
in the implementation of instructional 
technology, to show how the use of tech-
nology can enhance and assist one’s 
learning and teaching, and to figure out 
the appropriateness of these strategies.  
A technology vision is one that embraces 
new ideas, new understandings, emerg-
ing technologies and workable ways 
of approaching a problem or question. 
Technology needs to focus on serving 
the needs of the students, faculty and 
administrators, to enable them to ex-
ploit the full opportunities provided by 
the ever changing approaches to teach-
ing and learning in the 21st century. 

Specifically, we feel Gilman should pro-
vide the following:
•Reliable online resources/services/soft       
ware from on and off campus
•Opportunities to incorporate and 
implement different products and plat-
forms in the curriculum
•Encouragement in the use of technol-
ogy in and out of the classroom
•Accessibility and training to new 
software for faculty, staff, students, and 
administrators 
•A constant dialogue between students, 
faculty, staff, and administration that 
recognizes the changing needs relative 
to technology and instruction  
 

Technology is not an end, but a means 
to an end.  A school such as Gilman must 
approach the use of technology as an 
instructional tool in a dynamic, flexible 
and innovative manner. Nothing less 
than a progressive and pragmatic ap-
proach to understanding the importance 
of technology is required for Gilman to 
continue in its commitment to educating 
its boys. 

Respectfully,
Gilman Upper School Technology 
Committee: Rob Heubeck, Diane Fuller, 
Cesare Ciccanti, Ryan Carey

Continued from page 1

truly become central to students’ life. 
At RPCS and BMS all Upper School 

teachers are required to maintain web 
pages. According to Mr. Gorski, Gilman 
is beginning to invest in web pages for 
teachers. A web page would allow teach-
ers to communicate even more easily 
with students. With a web page teachers 
will be able to post assignments, host fo-
rums, and enhance the learning experi-
ence with interactive web applications. 
Some teachers have already built their 
own sites. Mr. Kolkin, a 10th grade hu-
manities teacher, recently created his 
own site through Google. Through his 
site he is able to post assignments and 
keep his students up to date even more 
easily than with traditional methods. 
The school is currently working on web 
pages for all teachers, which are expect-
ed to be completed by the fall of 2009. 

Technology has drastically changed 
the way the Gilman Library operates. 
Mrs. Fuller states that technology is “in-
tegral to everything we do.” Technology 
has especially impacted the way students 
do research. The library has subscribed 
to over 30 online databases, which are 
all available from school and most are 
available from home. The databases pro-
vide magazines, journals, newspapers, 
and books all online. The card catalogue 
is even online now, and it can also be ac-
cessed from anywhere through the Inter-
net. Therefore, because the technology is 
so important to all aspects of the library, 
Mrs. Fuller said that the students must 

be properly trained to use the technol-
ogy, and “we have to make sure the tech-
nology is always up and running.”

Naturally, the ultimate goal of the 
school is to prepare students for col-
lege and beyond. As the school prepares 
students in the fields of Math, Science, 
Language, and History teachers must 
also prepare students in the technol-
ogy arena. Mr. Heubeck said, “first and 
foremost you must have teachers that 
are comfortable using technology,” “the 
reason for that is because the students 
are technologically savvy.” Every teacher 
that was interviewed agreed that tech-
nology is an important aspect of a stu-
dent’s education. Mrs. Turner feels that 
“it is not our obligation to address every 
new technology that comes along,” but 
rather “we have to make students aware 
that there are lots of changes in the 
realm of technology.” Mrs. Fuller adds 
that it is important “to have all platforms 
available” to students. While Mrs. Fuller 
teaches students “there is more than just 
Google and Wikipedia,” she says “we 
must also teach students that there is 
more than just the PC platform.” 

Gilman, unlike some other private 
schools in the area, has chosen to be a 
one-platform school. Most recently, the 
Upper School publications lab switched 
from a Macintosh platform to Windows 
based PCs. Mr. Gorski told us the main 
advantage to using the Windows plat-
form is “support.” Mr. Gorski also said 
that is it also important “to maintain 
consistency between the three divisions 

of the school… we had to make a decision 
based on what was good for the school 
itself.” Mrs. Turner expanded on these 
ideas by suggesting “it is not [Gilman’s] 
obligation to provide students with 
two computing platforms.” Still many 
teachers such as Ms. Fuller believe the 
absence of multiple platforms and spe-
cifically Macintosh based machines “is 
a hindrance to students who were look-
ing to go into publishing, graphic design, 
and anything like that because that is the 
platform that those disciplines use.” “So, 
I think we are doing a little bit of a dis-
service to our students in that respect.” 
The Upper School Technology Commit-
tee even included “the implementation 
of different platforms in the curriculum” 
as one of their five suggestions made to 

Gilman Technology

the school. This suggestion, however, 
does not seem to be going very far spe-
cifically because according to Mr. Gor-
ski and Mrs. Turner in 2002 the Board 
of Trustees met and definitively decided 
that Gilman would be a one-platform 
school. 

As Gilman continues to find its footing 
in the 21st century technology becomes 
increasingly important to students and 
teachers alike. With students and teach-
ers communicating with email, teachers 
using computers to present information 
to students, and soon the introduction 
of faculty web pages Gilman seems to be 
moving in the right direction. Mrs. Turn-
er does note that “we are moving slowly,” 
but “with technology you are never going 
to hear us say, ‘never ever.”

This graph refers students’ opinions about 
how accessible the computers at Gilman are. 
According to the graph, about 70% of the 
student body thinks that the computers are 
accessible. However, approximately 30% 
think that the computers are not accessible.

Integration refers to how the faculty inte-
grates technology into the Gilman curricu-
lum. This graph is fairly balanced-about 
half of the students think that Gilman is do-
ing a good job, and the other half feel that 
Gilman could do some things to better inte-
grate technology.

When asked whether Gilman students would 
like to see Macs and other platforms sup-
ported, students overwhelmingly said yes. 
Nearly 60% of students agreed strongly.

Do Gilman students want WiFi? About 80% 
state they would like to see “open WiFi” all 
the time on the Gilman campus. The large 
percentage speaks for itself.

Over 50% of students never use FTP to access 
school files from a remote location. Less than 
20% state that they use it “all the time.”

There are very few students who use the ETS 
“Help Desk” to solve technological problems. 
Over 80% never use it

Upper School students took a technology survey during an advisory period on 
December 17, 2008. The News tallied approximately 250 surveys from an Upper 
School student population of 438.
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BMS Technology RPCS Technology
Continued from page 1

 Staying connected at Bryn Mawr 
is essential; it is required for students to 
check email at least twice a day. With 
communication being very important, 
Bryn Mawr offers opportunities to re-
ceive ever changing announcements 
from teachers and administration of 
the school. Personal computers regis-
tered with the technology department 
can connect to the internet and to their 
email. Ms. Byank, to that end, shared 
sympathies with the hectic life of stu-
dents, “there are times when it is incon-
venient for students to go to computers 
and the library…so they can just use 
their own computer.” Priya Bhasin ’10 
said that “I rely heavily on the ability to 
work on my personal laptop in school. It 
is much more convenient and produc-
tive for me to choose how I want to work, 
and where I want to work.” In terms of 
the functionality of internet and wireless 
access on the Bryn Mawr network, Ms. 
Byank affirmed its security and monitor-
ing, “when going on to the internet, any 
member of the Bryn Mawr community 
has to log in with their own password 
through a piece of hardware called Blue 
Coat,” which provides information to the 
technology department in order to mon-
itor internet access as well as bandwidth 
and to block certain websites.
 Teachers however have the op-
portunity to access sites blocked to stu-
dents like YouTube. The teaching staff 
increasingly utilizes YouTube as an in-
structional tool. They show movies in 
class related to their subject matter and 
create  more dynamic lesson plans. This 
site unfortunately is blocked to students, 
at Gilman, because of bandwidth issues. 
Bryn Mawr has a high-speed double-
bonded T1 line and still has bandwidth 
problems. 
 In terms of the curriculum, Bryn 
Mawr requires all students in the ninth 
grade to take a seventy-minute course 
that meets every other day called Emerg-
ing Technologies, which as Ms. Byank 
explains, “gives the students the skills 
they need to function and to help them 
as upper school student at Bryn Mawr.”
 This course along with others 
aspects of technology at Bryn Mawr is 
a part of the mission for their students, 
to “be able to adapt to technology”, Ms. 
Byank elucidated, “We never know what 
is going to happen when [our students] 
leave Bryn Mawr or what technology is 
going to be like in five years. So we want 
our girls to be able sit down and look at a 
piece of technology not as a platform or 
as a computer, but as a tool and be able 
to problem solve.” This is one of the rea-
sons why Bryn Mawr chooses to support 
both Macintosh and PC platforms.
 Bryn Mawr for at least 15 years 
has been a dual platform school. Ms. By-
ank wants, “students to not necessarily 
think they are working on a Mac plat-
form or a PC platform. We want them 
to work seamlessly between the two.” 
Students at one point in the day could be 
doing graphic work in the Mac lab and 
later work on one of the departmental 
PC tablets, seamlessly. Ms. Byank also 

noted, “Sometimes the software for a 
Macintosh computer, for example [mul-
timedia] editing is easier to use and more 
intuitive.” Thus, they select computers 
and platforms to do the best job and for 
their functionality. “It has also gotten a 
lot easier to integrate Macintosh and PC 
machines one the same network,” Ms. 
Byank stated, “Mac computers have been 
brought onto the same network with Ac-
tive Directory,” a technology devised by 
Microsoft that provides an array of net-
work services. Students can access their 
files from both the Macs and PCs. Bryn 
Mawr’s decision to integrate Macs and 

Continued from page 1

they would in a standard binder. 
 Mrs. Tripp said one of the rea-
sons RPCS adopted a laptop program 
is because the school has developed ev-
ery piece of land they can develop, and 
therefore there is not much room in the 
school for computer labs. Before the lap-
top program, if a teacher wanted to in-
corporate computer use into his or her 
class he or she would have to stop class 
and move the group to a different loca-
tion, which Mrs. Tripp said “became 
somewhat disruptive for them.” This 
also caused problems because the few 

PCs is, as Ms. Byank avowed, “a mat-
ter of our philosophy and matter of our 
choosing to be that way.”
 By diversifying platforms and 
technological opportunities used at 
school, Bryn Mawr believes that students 
will be prepared to approach technology 
in an open ended way. Furthermore Bryn 
Mawr urges technology to be used in or-
der for students to explore their inter-
ests and be creative. By incorporating a 
wide range of technological aspects into 
the Bryn Mawr community, they hope to 
aid the learning process and make bet-
ter students out of their girls. Technol-
ogy in the lives of students will become 
more omnipresent. With the boundless 
capability of instructional technology, 
Bryn Mawr is tapping into its potential 
and using it as a tool to prepare students 
for an unpredictable 21st century.

labs they had could not service the entire 
school. “It started out as a grassroots ef-
fort by faculty,” recalled Mrs. Tripp “they 
were the ones who actually were pushing 
forward with the idea.”
 RPCS “highly recommends” 
that every student uses the laptop that 
the school endorses, but if  students 
wish to use a different laptop she may. 
However if she does choose to use a dif-
ferent machine the student will loose all 
the benefits that come with the RPCS 
Toshiba Tablet PC such as secure space 
on the network, access to printers, and 
full support for the computes no mat-
ter how badly it is damaged. While her 
computer is being repaired she will even 
receive a loaner laptop. If a student does 
choose to use a different computer she 
does have access to the RPCS Internet 
while at school, but that is all.  
 The most notable positive aspect 
of the laptop program is that “the tech-

nology is there.” In other words there is 
no lack of accessibility, ever. “It is used 
as an organizational tool,” Mrs. Tripp 
says “the student is able to capture ev-
erything that is going on in the class on 
one device at the same time.” Another a 
great advantage for students is that they 
are being trained in technology in every 
class. Just through simple use a student 
understands the computers better and 
most importantly learns how to solve 
problems. 
 Mrs. Tripp does acknowledge 
however “some students are distracted 
by the technology.” The school tries to 
address many of these issues by educat-
ing both the faculty and parents about 
the technology. Initially when the stu-
dents get their laptops in 7th grade they 
have a training night to familiarize the 
parents and students with their new de-
vice. During this training night they also 
tell the parents about signs to look for to 
make sure the student is actually doing 
her work. On the faculty side, very fre-
quently an entire professional day is de-
voted each for technology so that teach-
ers can stay on top of any new technology 
and be properly trained. 
 Even though technology is such 
an important part of the school environ-
ment at Roland Park it does not over-
shadow the high-caliber education that 
the school provides. Most lessons are still 
given in the same traditional methods, 
sometimes with the help of power points, 
but the education does not depend on the 
laptops. Mrs. Tripp said “even though we 
are pretty tech-centric, the laptops were 
never meant to stand alone; they were 
meant to be a part of something big-
ger.” The teaching at RPCS is done in the 
same manner laptops or none, and so is 
the learning. What the technology pro-
vides is an improved, more effective tool 
for communication. Students and teach-
ers are constantly connected and are 
able to communicate effectively through 
email because students always have ac-
cess to a computer. The technology also 
saves the teachers time by allowing them 
not to have to make photo copies and 
also allowing them to grade assignments 
right on their computers with the tab-
let features. Some students don’t agree 
however that the laptop program is al-
ways a good thing. Caroline Thomsen ’10 
thinks that “the laptop program is over-
rated, and the teachers have become too 
dependent on the technology.” There my 
be up sides and down sides to the laptop 
program, but Mrs. Tripp believes that it 
has enhanced the learning experience, 
and the “pros outweigh the cons.”
 By making technology a nec-
essary part of the RPCS experience the 
school hopes that they are preparing 
their students most effectively for the 
technology rich future. RPCS under-
stands that technology is going to be 
even more important in the future of 
business and higher education thus they 
have committed to providing students 
with a 21st century educational environ-
ment that adds not detracts to the stu-
dents learning experience. Mrs. Tripp 
remarked, “this is a tech centric world 
we live in, this is the next revolution.”

Students at BMS utilizing one of the mulitmedia labs to work on a video project 
(Photo by Tyler Kolle)

Students at RPCS during history class taking advantage of ther personal tablet 
computers (Photo by Ned Whitman)


