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The News
 With an undefeated record of 3-0, 
Gilman’s Mock Trial team has been 
cr uising through the cour ts this 
year. The recent victories of the team 
against Friends School, Baltimore 
Poly technic  Inst it ute ,  a nd Boys’ 
Latin have shown the team’s poise 
w ith respect to both prosecution 
and defense. In addition to coach-
ing from Ms. Tassoni, the team has 
been helped to victory by Mr. Close, 
senior George Close’s father and Mr. 
Kennedy, Mr. Close’s law partner.
 For those unfamiliar with the club, 
Mock Trial is a statewide competition 
among high schools that allows stu-
dents to gain knowledge of the inner 
workings of courtroom procedures 
and the legal system itself. Students 
must present facts and follow the 
expectations of the judges while in 
court. The mock trials take place in 
the Baltimore City District Court on 

Wabash Avenue. Trials usually last 
one to two hours, as law yers and 
witnesses try to convince the court 
of their case. 
 Each year, high schools in Mary-
land par t ic ipat ing in Mock Tr ia l 
r e c e ive  t he  s a me le ga l  c a s e .   A 
school has both a prosecution and a 
defense team. The prosecution and 
the defense team both have six mem-
bers; three are lawyers, and three are 
witnesses. In total, there are twelve 
members on the Gilman Mock Trial 
Team. So far, Gilman’s prosecution 
has had a match against Fr iends 
School, while its defense has had 
matches against Baltimore Polytech-
nic Institute and Boy’s Latin.  Thus, 
schools must skillfully coordinate 
and balance their teams so that their 
prosecution and defense are equally 
prepared for the trials. 

The Mock Trial Team is off to a fast 3-0 record to begin the season (photo cour-
tesy of Cynosure).

by Dara bakar

Continued on page 4

 Over the past five years, the “free-ride” 
movement has taken the extreme winter-
sport world by storm. This movement has 
pushed the limits of traditional downhill 
skiing by focusing on the backcountry 
and on insane trick maneuvers such as 
back flips and corkscrews. 
 Here at Gilman, not many know or 
understand the free-ride movement. 
Most of those who do ski or snowboard 
every winter are traditional downhill 
skiers; others live in the park, practicing 
tricks off the jumps set by the mountain’s 
staff. But some, such as Chase Jackson, 
Ben Deford, and Mac Ober are a different 
breed. To them, skiing is a passion, and 
they live for the six months of the year 
when the slopes are open. “It’s all we 
think about,” said senior Chase Jackson. 
Deford agreed, adding, “Once every three 

seconds, most guys think about  [girls]. 
Every fourth, we think about skiing.”  
 They aren’t just all talk, however, as 
the three of them have done things most 
would consider insane just to go skiing. 
For example, they take ice shavings from 
local rinks and make rails and jumps with 
them; during the recent snowfall, they 
built jumps on fellow senior Will Fen-
wick’s farm and were subsequently towed 
behind his Jeep, launching themselves off 
the jump at breakneck speeds. 
 Though all three agree that their favor-
ite mountain in Alta, in Utah, traveling 
out west to ski is expensive and imprac-
tical. When not tearing it up out West, 
Deford, Jackson, and Ober keep their 
skills sharp at Liberty, or “Jiberty,” as it 
is known to those who frequent its slopes. 
They generally go to Liberty rather than 

Continued on page 5

by Christian MosCarDi

Mock Trial Throws Down the Gavel

Off-campus and Off-piste: Skiers Strive on Slopes

Ben Deford ‘09 jumps a fence. He skis as a “free-rider” for the Boulder College 
team (Photo courtesy of Will Fenwick).
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Homophobia
 The Unaddressed Issue in Gilman’s Community

We encourage all readers 
with an opinion to send a 

letter to the editor. 
All opinions are welcome. 

Thank you,
The Gilman News Staff

 “Dude, you’re so gay.” It doesn’t take 
much of an effort to hear a Gilman 
guy saying this. Whether it’s in the 
halls, on the bridge, or on the field, 
guys are constantly using this in a 
negative sense. The sad part is that no 
one really seems to care. Using “gay” 
pejoratively, calling someone a faggot, 
and other anti-gay slurs have become 
common language at Gi lman and 
nobody seems to take offense. This 
casual use contributes to Gilman’s 
image as homophobic and unwelcom-
ing to gay guys. Mr. Hastings, a teacher 
at Gilman for two years, opined, “If I 
were gay, I wouldn’t feel comfortable 
coming out at Gilman.” 
 We attend an all male high school 
and statistics show homophobia to be 
more pronounced in the all-male envi-
ronment. According to Dr. Mojzisek 
(Dr. Mo), “At Gilman, like at any all 
guy’s school, there can be a sense of 
that macho, athletic culture” and it is 
this culture that contributes to a sense 
of homophobia. In the recent past, the 
founder of GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, and 
Straight Education Network) came to 
Baltimore and polled the tri-school 
community to find that Gilman had 
the most issues w ith homophobia 
out of all three schools. So, is that it? 
Can we just accept that we’re an all 

guy high school and that homophobia 
is a part of our culture? The answer: 
absolutely not! The fact of the matter 
is that homosexuality is a part of our 
society and something we have to deal 
with. For some Gilman students, there 
is no issue. For others, homosexual-
ity is a touchy subject, surrounded by 
long held bigoted views. Yet, no matter 
our polit ical posit ion or religious 
background, we must make the effort 
to understand and accept all in our 
community.  The spring 2009 edition 
of Gilman Update, which was mailed 
to the Gilman community of student 
families, alumnae and teachers, puts 
forth the following philosophy on the 
address page of the mailer: “Gilman 
School welcomes students of any race, 
color, sexual orientation and national 
or ethnic origin.” The call to action for 
us as an open minded community is 
to respect all those that we call part 
of the Gilman family.
 It would be dishonest to say that 
Gi lma n a s  a  c om munit y  ha s  not 
made efforts. Mr. Julius, a veteran 
Gilman teacher felt that the present 
day Gilman is a much easier place for 
kids to come out in than the Gilman of 
the past. Dr. Mo agreed and said that 
“Gilman has come a long way.” How-
ever, the counselor also commented, 

“Gilman has a way to go.” The burden 
in this case does not really lie with 
the administration. They can only do 
so much. Sure, more assemblies could 
be planned in which homosexuality/
homophobia/gay awareness topics 
are addressed. Teachers could crack 
down on punishments upon hearing 
the word “faggot” and “gay,” treat-
ing them in the same manner as any 
other personal slur. However, there 
is a practical limit to what the school 
administrat ion can rea l ly  do.  A s 
Mr. Julius pointed out, Gilman has 
hired and retained openly gay faculty 
members. Mrs. Turner has stated that 
there is no problem with a gay student 
bringing a gay date to the dance. The 
challenge falls upon us, the students, 
who have the opportunity to take the 
lead and who can have the biggest 
impact on attitudinal changes within 
the Gilman community. Plus, we will 
be the ones who that will most directly 
benefit by truly being an open and 
welcoming.
 There is no end to this task of 
accepting. But there is a beginning, 
and if we work for it, that beginning 
can be now. On one level, we can reach 
out and attend the GSA (Gay-Straight 
Alliance) meetings. Many feel that 
the club is so small due to the idea 
of guilt by association. “He goes to 
GSA? Oh. So he’s gay right?” Mr. Kirby 

commented that these comments can 
easily be def lected and turned around 
by simply asking “So what if he is?” 
The more challenging aspect is some-
thing a little more personal.
 “The most important thing to do 
is make homophobic language of f 
limits,” stated Mr. Kirby. We have to 
stop saying “gay” in a negative context. 
We have to stop calling friends “fag-
gots” even if it is simply in jest. And 
most importantly, we, as a student 
body, should be taking offense from 
those words. One does not have to be 
gay to take offense to that unnecessary 
language. All of us should be offended 
by the use of the N word and any of the 
other slurs so freely tossed around. 
Why is “faggot” any different? How is 
one worse than the other? Neither and 
none of them should be tolerated. A 
man who will not say “nigger” should 
be the same man who will not say 
“faggot”. The proposition does not end 
there though. Not only should we be 
monitoring ourselves, but we must be 
willing to correct a fellow student. It 
takes courage to stand up to a friend 
and say “Don’t use the word faggot.” 
It’s difficult to be the one who takes 
offense to anti-gay slurs. But it is the 
right thing to do. It’s something that 
we all have to work on and there is no 
better time to start than now. Some of 
your peers are gay. Deal with it. 

    -CJL

Log on to www.gilmannews.com to read 
Gilman graduate Tommy Park’s essay on 

the country’s current economical situation
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Obama’s Newest Deal Draws FDR Comparison
by ryan Gisriel

 A Republican President and his 
failed policies have just left office. 
A rising liberal takes the reins of a 
country whose economy is in free fall. 
He swiftly passes his liberal agenda 
through a Democratic Congress. It is 
1933. 
 President Obama’s recent stim-
ulus package of over $800 billion 
can be compared to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. 
Both were bold attempts to save a 
dwindling economy that requires 
more money from the taxpayers. 
The plans entai led a massive 
infusion of public money into the 
private economy to try to stimu-
late more consumer spending and 
to attempt to prop up the middle 
class. In addition, they each took 
steps to keep American banks 
solvent. One major dif ference, 
however, is that Obama’s plan 
raised the federal portion of the 
American economy to 31 percent, 
which is more than double the 
level that was reached after eight 
years of FDR’s New Deal spend-
ing.
 The legacy of the New Deal 
is mixed. Some believe the New 
Deal did not pull America out of 
the depression, but that America’s 
economy was saved by World War 
II. Conversely, others believe that 

the New Deal and legislation passed 
during the early 1930s saved capital-
ism and paved the way for American 
prosperity in the remainder of the 
century. So what will the legacy of 

Dear Editor,

I hate bad words.
I hate them and they hurt my feelings.
We need to rebuild the great Gilman 
traditions that have created our reputa-
tion, our respect, our honor. What has 
happened to such stalwart institutions 
as the Chaw Club or Gun Club? When 
can we arrive at Gilman feeling safe, 
feeling at home in a place away from 
foul language, hate, and “free thinkers” 
that only want to hurt? There may be 
some out there who will try to justify 
these words, citing such noble creeds 
as Freedom of Speech or their natural 
rights, but in what anarchic hell would 
they try to create where people can say 
what they want? Imagine such a place: 
if I make fun of you, tease you, or bully 
you then you would then have the right 
to call me names. We need consistency, 
tradition, and a uniform agreement that 
all will obey these laws, unquestion-
ingly. 
 How do we go about doing this? 
Control. Over the past few years the 
administration has become too liberal, 
giving the students too much control 
over their own fates here at Gilman. 

What we need is an absolute power, 
someone to take control and tell us what 
we should think. As an 18 year old do I 
really know what is right? Can I really 
believe in anything or have my own 
opinion? Of course not, and that’s the 
point. There is no way that I can know 
anything since, of course, my age must 
define my intelligence. I therefore need 
someone to tell me what I believe, to 
teach me what I should be allowed to 
say. Freedom of Speech? What gives 
you the right, just because you are an 
American citizen, to say something that 
you believe in? I want the freedom to 
not be afraid anymore; I want the free-
dom to not hear others’ ideas because 
they offend me; I want the freedom 
to know justice will be served with a 
swift, strong, and consistent hand on 
all who oppose this! And if they don’t 
agree, purge them from our community. 
Joseph de Maistre said that “what mat-
ters is not reason but power.”
 We need a new Gilman, one founded 
on the mistakes of the past. Let us 
not be held back by the questions that 
people ask, but rather know that they 
may not ask them at all. Let us think 
of our education as a street. It makes 

perfect sense for the development of our 
minds to be a one-way street, from our 
mental status when we enter Gilman to 
the (hopefully) completed one. When 
we graduate, our minds should be an 
exemplar of everything our superiors 
ask. Why a one-way street? Why not 
have thoughts going both ways, with a 
dynamic “give and take” between stu-
dents and faculty? The problem is that 
every once in a while someone holds up 
traffic and turns left, holding everyone 
back, and that just isn’t cool. With their 
left-turning absurdity, these people are 
permitted to question everyone who 
wants to just keep going straight. And 
who gives them the right to do that? If 
students are permitted to question their 
surroundings, then they are permitted 
to disrupt or even destroy them. Now if 
we change our educational journey into 
a simple, one-way street, then everyone 
has the same goal, everyone turns out 
the same; There will be no racism, no 
hate, no hurt feelings because everyone 
is the same! 
 But now that we have created a per-
fect, homogenously intellectual society, 
what of the freedoms that I previously 
mentioned? To free the mind, as the 

French realized pertaining to pre-rev-
olutionary France, we must tear down 
all that is corrupt and rebuild anew. 
Let us think about off campus privi-
leges. This can be a great stress on the 
mind of the student, deciding where he 
wants to go or even if he wants to leave 
campus at all. Since our new Gilman 
should be so perfect, we should free his 
mind from any doubt and keep him on 
campus all year round. Or what about 
cafeteria food? The salad bar, pasta bar, 
deli station, vegetarian, or grill, how on 
earth can we expect this to be a safe and 
caring environment for budding minds? 
I can’t handle that pressure! The same 
applies to the use of poor language, how 
can I be free from worry or stress if I’m 
not told what I should think and assured 
that everyone agrees? Giving us the 
“liberty” of “free” thought only confines 
in a mental “prison.” How could we be 
allowed the internal struggle between 
Xbox and study hall, between Vegetar-
ian Turkey Bacon Chili and Breakfast 
4 Lunch, when we would be so much 
happier and fulfilled with no choice at 
all?

-Chris Maddox

Letter to the Editor: A Kick in the Class

President Obama has been quick to take action in his first hundred days. His plan of ac-
tion has drawn much comparison to Franklin Roosevelt (photo courtesy of AP Images).

Obama’s stimulus legislation be? The 
package promises tax cuts, aid to 
struggling states, and job opportuni-
ties. Yet, it remains to be seen how 
successfully and how quickly these 

initiatives will improve America’s 
economy. 
 President Obama himself can also 
be compared to the great FDR. Both 
Presidents made conscious efforts 
to reach across party lines. FDR’s 

attempt, while laudable, only had 
limited success in achieving true 
bipartisanism. Obama seems to 
be following a similar path as only 
three Republican senators and no 
Republican congressmen voted for 
the stimulus bill. Nevertheless, 
both Roosevelt and Obama gave 
downtrodden America hope while 
battling major crises. Obama has 
to try to bring American troops 
home from two wars, while FDR 
battled unemployment rates of 25 
percent.
 Just as FDR stated in 1933, 
“the only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself” Obama is attempting 
to restore America’s confidence 
in itself. We hope, however, that 
2009 will be compared to 1933 
and not 1930 when President 
Hoover stated, “Prosperity is just 
around the corner” for prosper-
ity did not come for many years. 
Thus, America hopes President 
Obama and his stimulus package 
will be successful in restoring 
America’s prosperity and confi-
dence. 
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 The Gilman Chess Team has had a 
very successful year so far. We have 
played in five tournaments, winning 
first place high school team in four of 
them. The team is led by seniors Jake 
Levin, Anshul Mehra, and Thomas Lee, 
and also has a very strong underclass-
men contingency.
   On October 25, 2008, the team drove 
over an hour south to the Windy Hill 
Scholastic Tournament in Owings, 
Maryland, where in addition to being 
the f irst place team, we won three 
individual awards including first and 
second place. On November 8th, the 
team headed to North East, Maryland, 
to play in the Susquehanna Scholastic 
Tournament. There, we won first place 
team and also five individual awards, 
again including first and second place. 
Closer to home, on January 10th, we 
played in the Dumbarton Scholastic 
Tournament. Since the majority of the 
team was unavailable, we only had four 
players at this tournament. In the end, 
we came in second to Northwest High 
School from Germantown, Maryland, 
by half a point, the smallest margin 
possible. Northwest had fifteen com-
petitors at this tournament to our four. 
Even so, we did very well, winning 
three individual awards along with the 
second place trophy.
   We then played in the Greater Mid-
Atlantic Scholastic Chess Champion-
ships on January 25th. The team did 
very well, winning f irst place high 

school team in addition to four individ-
ual awards by Gilman players. In the 
last round, Kevin Prewitt had a huge 
win over the player seeded number one 
going into the tournament, thereby 
propelling Gilman much higher in 
the final standings. Special thanks 
go out to Ms. Hammer for coming out 
to support us during this eight hour 
tournament.
   On February 7th, the team went to 
Liberty Christian School and once 
again met our rivals from Northwest. 
Our six Gilman players did excellently, 
winning the second and third place 
individual awards as well as beating 
the fourteen Northwest players by a 
whopping three-point margin to take  
f irst place. More tournaments and 
trophies await us. We anticipate play-
ing in two or three more tournaments 
this year, including the Maryland State 
Scholastic Chess Championships on 
March 21st and 22nd. We also hope 
to have a match with Loyola in the 
spring.
   On the home front, Grandmaster 
Arkadiy Frenkel came to Gilman, gave 
our team a chess lesson, and simul-
taneously played against ten of us. 
Also, we are working on having a blitz 
(five-minute games) tournament in the 
near future. The club meets in C2-02 
on Days 4 and 10 during 5th period. 
Games are always in progress on the 
second f loor common room, and as 
always, everyone is welcome to watch, 
learn, and play.

by harry ruDo

The Chess Team boasts just a few of its overwhelming collection of trophies. 
From left: Anshul Mehra, Duncan Morgen-Westrick, Oleg Makarevich, Thomas 
Lee, Harry Rudo, Kevin Pruitt, Andy Phelps, and Jake Levin. (photo courtesy of 
Harry Rudo).

Highly Decorated Chess Club 
Keeps Opponents in Check

Mock Tr ia l   (Continued)

 E ac h of  t he  t h r e e  l aw yer s  on 
both teams must prepare an open-
ing statement, a direct examination 
for his or her own witness, a cross 
examination for one of the oppos-
ing team’s witnesses, and a closing 
statement. Witnesses, however, must 
memorize facts and act histrionically 
as they try to convince the courtroom 
of their account of the case. Court 
trials are full of heated exchanges 
and rhetorical f lourishes as team 
members either argue their cases or 
defend themselves with premeditated 
facts. 
 A real lawyer who acts as a judge 
and resides over the match deter-
mines the winning team. This judge 
awards a score out of sixty points to 
each team as the trial progresses. 
The team’s total score comprises the 
points awarded to each of the three 
lawyers and witnesses at the end of 
the match. Interest ingly enough, 
because a team’s performance deter-
mines its score, a team may win a 
match without actually winning the 
case. 
 Last year, the team had a breakout 
season: an undefeated record in the 

regular season and the title of third 
best team in the state. With its solid 
experience, the team is looking to 
build upon its success from last year. 
George Close ’09 af f irmed: “This 
year’s team has a lot of talent and 
confidence when it comes to public 
speaking and thinking on your feet. 
We are hoping to have more success 
than last year.” 
 Overall, Mock Trial is extremely 
fun and informative. Anshul Mehra 
’09 confirmed: “My experience with 
mock trial has been both fun and 
competitive. The feeling you get in 
the courtroom is really exhilarating. 
You learn a lot about the nuances in 
the legal system as well.” 
 The team has been watched over by 
Ms. Tassoni in its ventures into the 
District Court. When asked about her 
experience with Mock Trial, Ms. Tas-
soni exuberantly declared: “I truly 
enjoy watching the students prog-
ress from year to year.  They make 
me proud to be a part of the Gilman 
community.” Without a doubt, pas-
sion drives this team to success.
 With its previous breakout season 
and its current undefeated record, 
Gilman’s Mock Trial team is looking 
to shine again in the District Court.

“Stuff Happens”
at Bryn Mawr

 Three evenings of fun, knowl-
edge, and excitement hit Bryn 
Mawr School’s Centennial Hall 
you on March 6, 7 & 8, 2009. 
On these three days, students of 
the school preformed a contem-
porary history play titled “Stuff 
Happens” by British playwright 
David Hare. The play unfolds the 
circumstances which led to Iraq 
war and throws light on the pro-
ceedings of the closed door meet-
ings and staff conferences among 
important political personalities 
including G eorge Bush,  Dick 
Cheney, Condoleezza Rice, Colin 
Powell, and Tony Blair. While 
most of the material presented 
in the play is taken directly from 
transcripts of press conferences 
, the title itself comes from the 
words uttered by the then Defense 
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld at 
the time of looting in newly liber-
ated Baghdad.
 Originally produced in London 
in 2004 and produced in impor-
tant cities all around the world, 
this play has received interna-
tional acclaim and recognition. 
“Our production is undoubtedly 
one of the first high-school perfor-
mances of this exciting play,” says 
Josh Shoemaker, Bryn Mawr’s 
Upper School Drama teacher. 
He also says that “although this 
is a script with a political point 

of view, we are doing our best 
to be respectful of the human 
beings involved.” Shoemaker 
expressed his excitement for the 
show, say ing, “student actors 
are hav ing a chal lenging but 
fun time discovering the human 
drama in the relationships among 
people......”  The audience had a 
chance to “see the play through a 
very different impression than an 
audience at an adult production,” 
thus strengthening Shooemaker’s 
belief on the success of the play. 
 Charlie Kerr ‘10, who acted as 
George Tenet in “Stuff Happens,” 
claimed that the play, “went very 
well. The crowd was not a full 
house but responded well to what 
was on stage.”
 Nick Stetz ’09 described the 
production as, “an interesting 
play in terms of the type of play. 
It  was a  cha l leng ing subjec t 
matter, but we did it well.” Stetz 
acted as Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld.
 At  a  t i me when t he  newly 
elected President Obama is final-
i z i ng  h i s  pla n s  to  w it hd raw 
American troops from Iraq in a 
phased manner, the play by Bryn 
Mawr students was an interest 
to both those who already know 
the recent history as well those 
who are not up-to-date on the 
subject. 

by aMit Vohra

Continued from page 1
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The Quest for the 
Perfect “Pow”

 Mr. Ryan Carey is backing a new 
sport at Gilman – skiing. It is a favor-
ite pastime of many Gilman students. 
Mr. Carey is interested in establishing 
either a ski club or a skiing intramural 
to be added to Gilman’s wide range 
of athletic offerings. While he has 
expressed that he would rather see it 
approved as an intramural sport, he 
realizes that this may pose a problem 
for the administration. Either way, he 
proposes a ski program that will take 
place at three mountains: Liberty, 
Roundtop, and Whitetail. Starting 
after Christmas break, the proposed 
ski plan would have participants meet 
on nights and weekends. Skiers could 
buy a pass to use, valid until the end 
of the ski season, which is usually 
between the first and third weeks in 
March. This pass would be valid for 
all three mountains and Gilman skiers 
would receive a group discount. Mr. 
Carey also mentioned that he would 
make announcements in the coming 
weeks with further details.

by billy bullarD

 Students seem to have taken a great 
interest in Mr. Carey’s plan. Junior 
Austin Levitt predicted strong support 
from many students and noted how, if 
offered as an intramural, skiing could 
help ease overcrowding of other popu-
lar intramurals, such as basketball 
and fitness. Junior Ben Jenkins also 
strongly supported the plan, although 
he did say that he believed that the 
program would be likely to generate 
far more interest if offered in intra-
mural form. He expressed how skiing 
was his favorite sport and, “to fulfill 
an intramural requirement like that 
would be great.”
 There were, however, a few con-
cerns among the student body. Ques-
tions were raised about the possibly 
deterr ing cost or the big commit-
ment involved if skiing ends up being 
offered as a club. Overall, however, the 
Gilman student body seems to agree 
with Ben Jenkins that a Gilman skiing 
program is an “awesome idea.” 

another local mountain such as Roundtop 
or White Tail because of its proximity to 
Baltimore and, more importantly, the 
“cooler people.” Of course, on the East 
Coast, the three can compete with the 
best skiers on the slopes, but when they 
go west, the three are awed by the awe-
some displays of sheer talent shown by so 
many of the riders.
 Deford, the most ambitious of the 
three, started skiing as a 2-year old. Since 
then, he has gone west to ski countless 
times and to Liberty even more. He is 
currently partially sponsored by the 
Boulder Free-Ride Team, and he plans to 
attend Boulder College so he can continue 
to improve as a free rider. “It [skiing] is 
pretty much all I’m doing once it snows,” 
said Deford, referring to his college 
plans. Currently, the team does not pay 
for Deford’s equipment, but does pay for 
some of his travel and other expenses. 
Of course there are other benefits to the 
sponsorship, such as recognition and, at 
the most recent X-games, being allowed 
to take a run through the professional-
grade park, an opportunity not available 
to just anyone. 
 His ultimate goal is to become fully 
sponsored, though he acknowledges this 
is no easy feat. As the free-ride move-
ment develops, more and more people are 
getting better and better, and with each 
passing season, the skill gap between 
the best riders and those close to the top 
narrows.  
 It was two years ago when Deford 
realized he had the potential to take his 
shredding to the next level. That summer,  
Deford and fellow senior Mac Ober went 
to a camp where they met and worked 
with skiers far above their technical 
level. “I learned that I could push myself 
further, especially with so many people 
better than me around,” said Deford. 
The following winter, Deford joined the 
Boulder Free-Ride Team while skiing out 
west. 

 A setback, however, is the cost. Many 
consider skiing a sport for the wealthy, 
thinking of the massive lodges in Aspen 
where many well-off people spend their 
winter holidays. In addition, the cost of 
equipment, travel, and lift passes makes 
even skiing on a budget very difficult. 
 In contrast, Deford sees free-riding 
not as  “a conventional rich-boy sport,” 
but “a passion sport.” Of course, money 
is always an issue, and skiing is by no 
means cheap: even with his partial spon-
sorship, Deford spent $1200 of his own 
money going to the X-games this winter. 
Jackson, whose parents have no interest 
in either going west or skiing, has had to 
deal with a constant “financial struggle”; 
going west only twice and having to pay 
his way both times. 
 Even with the monetary difficulties, 
Jackson, Deford, and Ober plan to travel 
this summer to Valle Nevado, Chile – a 
Mecca for skiers worldwide. “It’s weird 
because summer here is winter there,” 
noted Deford, “though I guess I’ve skied 
in the summer before.” Though the trip 
will be expensive, for the three, an oppor-
tunity to go to such a hallowed ski venue 
is one they will surely not miss. 
 Another interesting aspect of the 
skiing culture is the various slang terms 
which have evolved. For example, “pow” 
means fresh powder ideal for skiing on. A 
“savage cork five” is a particularly good-
looking 540-degree midair corkscrew 
done off of a jump. 
 But what, exactly, is the appeal of 
extreme skiing? Besides the adrenaline 
rush, Deford said that he loves the com-
munity. “It’s a completely separate cul-
ture.” He continued on about the addic-
tive nature of the sport, saying, “I know 
it sounds cliché, but it’s my life passion.” 
“Savage,” was all Chase Jackson had to 
say. Considering the amount of time and 
money the three have spent and their 
plans to travel internationally for the 
sole purpose of skiing, few would dispute 
that these three are truly committed to 
searching for the perfect pow. 

Continued from page 1

Mr. Carey Pushes for 
Ski Intramural

Above: William O’Brien, who is one student interested in a ski intramural, 
“shreds the gnar” at the slopes (photo courtesy of Ben Jenkins).

Right: Ben Deford and Chase Jackson spent their snow day skiing on Will Fen-
wick’s property. Here, they hitch a ride behind Fenwick’s truck on their way back 
up the hill (photo courtesy of Will Fenwick).



March 13, 2009         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CVII No. 6 

 On January 20, 2008, Baltimore 
Ravens’ owner Steve Bisciotti, seated 
alongside general manager Ozzie News-
ome and team president Dick Cass, 
announced that John Harbaugh would 
be the third head coach in the history 
of the franchise. Although some were 
happy with the Harbaugh hiring, many 
were upset that Jason Garrett, the orga-
nization’s top choice for head coach, had 
elected to remain in Dallas as offensive 
coordinator. Harbaugh would be inher-
iting a team that had underachieved 
in 2007, winning only five games. The 
Ravens were without a proven NFL 
quarterback, without an experienced 
offensive line, and without great depth 
at many defensive positions, especially 
in the secondary.
 Nestor Aparicio, the owner of Bal-
timore sports radio station, WNST, 
announced in a video before a preseason 
game that this was “the first season where 
I don’t feel hopeful.” He continued, “If 
they get to 8-8 this year, I’m ready to 
throw a party. It kind of sucks not having 
the expectation of a great season.”  

 In retrospect, very few people knew 
what to expect coming into the 2008 
football season. Aparicio was certainly 
not the only one who expected the Ravens 
to struggle; almost every other diehard 
Ravens’ fan probably had the same low 
expectations for the club. Just looking at 
the history, very few teams succeed with 
both a rookie head coach and a rookie 
quarterback. Also, the Ravens were up 
against the fourth toughest schedule in 
the NFL with half of their games against 
teams that had made the playoffs in 2007. 
This was hardly a recipe for success in the 
NFL and in the highly competitive AFC 
North division. ESPN picked the Ravens 
to finish last in the division as did Sports 
Illustrated, USA Today, Mike & Mike, and 
Sporting News among many others.  
 When all was said and done, the 
Ravens shocked the professional football 
world by winning eleven regular season 
games and advancing to the AFC Champi-
onship. The team clicked on all cylinders 
whether it was the steady play of Joe 
Flacco, the hard-nosed running of LeRon 
McClain, or the continued explosiveness 
of Ed Reed in the secondary. The Ravens 

won seven of their last nine games while 
forcing a remarkable 45 turnovers in 19 
total games.
    Baltimore embraced this team like 
it has not since 2000 when the Ravens 
won the Super Bowl. Week after week, 
thousands of Baltimoreans celebrated 
Purple Friday with purple jerseys and 
jackets. “Ed Reed” became a synonym 
for awesome, overwhelming, or awe-
inspiring. After each big win, more and 
more purple flags adorned the cars in 
Gilman’s parking lot. Just the thought of 
missing the Ravens’ playoff game against 
the Tennessee Titans was so terrible and 
unthinkable that officials at Poly changed 
the start time of a weekend basketball 
game against Gilman. 
 For me and many other Raven die-
hards, this was really just another foot-
ball season, of course filled with more 
winning. Our routine was no different; 
Sunday was still the culmination of a 
week filled with Ravens’ talk. For others, 
however, those who don’t know that 
LeRon McClain was almost cut in Train-
ing Camp, those who don’t know what 
the Ring of Honor is, or those who don’t 

spend all spring and summer waiting 
for that first kickoff in September, 2008 
was a totally different year. This team 
was special because it was embraced by 
all of Baltimore, not just those who con-
sider themselves football fans or sports 
fans. When John Harbaugh shouted 
“What’s our name,” he didn’t just hear 
the response of his players, but instead, 
the screams of an entire city who loved 
his team.
 On January 18, 2009, almost one 
year exactly after Harbaugh hiring, 
the Ravens, only one game away from 
Super Bowl XLIII, were dismissed from 
the playoffs by the eventual Super Bowl 
Champions, the Pittsburgh Steelers. As 
the Steelers took a knee, Ravens’ play-
by-play commentator Gerry Sandusky 
put the moment in perspective. 
 “It will be the final minute of what we 
have to take stock in was a remarkable 
Ravens’ season, but before you feel too 
awfully bad, stop and think of the joy 
this team has brought Baltimore in 2008 
and 2009 and how bright the future looks 
with a rookie head coach and a rookie 
quarterback who will now be veterans 
next year.” 

Berger’s Bytes: Ravens’ Remarkable Run
Needs to be Recognized

by Matt berGer

 Coach Boo Smith came into the 
season with high hopes for the squash 
team, and the team delivered on 
these expectations with a very strong 
season. The team began by winning 
the Tom Flanagan Tournament at 
Mercersburg, beating Potomac School 
4-3 in the finals. Later, the team trav-
eled to Mercersburg again to play the 
Mid-Atlantic Championships, where 
they placed second, falling in a tough 
4-3 loss to Potomac in the finals. 
The newest addition to the team’s 
schedule this year was its tr ip to 
Nationals, held at Yale University. 
The team entered the tournament 
seeded f irst in the B division and 
with a first round bye, but ultimately 
plac ed fou r t h i n  t he  B d iv is ion 
and twentieth in the nation, beat-
ing teams like Westminster and St. 
Anne’s but suffering tough 4-3 losses 
to Lawrenceville and Rye Country 
Day School.  “Our team was ver y 
focused and we played our best,” said 
Taylor Tutrone ’11, “A few turns in our 
favor and I think we could’ve just as 
easily emerged as champions.”
 Still, after the somewhat disap-
pointing losses at Nationals, the team 
responded with a win at the MIAA 
Team Championships at Meadow Mill 
against Friends, dropping only the 

match at the number two spot. The 
next week, at the MIAA Individual 
Championships, Gilman did not lose a 
single match, with sophomore David 
Hoffman at the number two spot 
handily avenging his loss to Friends’ 
Kelly Dayton in the team champion-
ships. The Greyhounds won all seven 
matches, dropping only two games as 
a team. 
 “Finishing with a 22-3 record, it’s 
safe to say the team has had a very 
solid season,” said Coach Smith, “The 
senior leadership was very strong on 
and off the court as the seniors prac-
ticed very hard and led by example. 
The element that made the team so 
successful was that individual players 
played well when they truly needed 
to. Different players came through at 
different times.” The senior leaders 
that Coach Smith refers to are Conor 
McGee (#2), Ramsey Sotir (#4), and 
Ryan Gisriel (#6). 
 With the majority of the team’s top 
seven players returning next year, 
the team looks for yet another stel-
lar season. “I anticipate next season 
will be even better. Although we are 
losing some key seniors, we have a 
lot of time to improve. I believe we 
will be even more competitive next 
year.”

by MiChael katz

Squash Dominates League, 
Succeeds at National Tournament

 The Gilman varsity swim team once 
again had a very successful year win-
ning back-to back MIAA “B” conference 
championships. Although the team had 
lost some important senior swimmers 
this year, a presence of many strong 
underclassmen swimmers, particularly 
Will Meadows, Jack Pollock, and Mike 
Morrow, came out and filled in the empty 
spots quite nicely. 
 Guided by coaches Brooks and Silver-
man, the team began the season with 
high hopes. The coaches pushed the 
team hard during practices and put a lot 
of effort into training the team to be the 
best it could be. Led by senior captains 
Ian Jones and Matt Shramko, the team 
started the season strong with a win over 
Mount Saint Joe. They then followed up 
with five straight wins against, Severn, 
Spalding, John Carroll, Pallotti, and St. 
Mary’s. The team suffered its first loss 
against Salesianum, but bounced back 
the next week with a win over St. Paul’s, 
Gilman’s toughest rival in the conference. 
Although they lost to McDonogh in the 
final dual meet, Gilman was still able to 
clinch the dual meet championships with 
a fantastic record of 7-2. 
 With the tough loss in mind, the team 
headed into the championships seeking 
nothing less than a championship. At 

first, the team was down in points, swim-
ming well only when it needed to. How-
ever, Austin Dase, Ian Jones, Andrew 
Nelson, and Chuckie Knudsen all made 
it to the 100-meter breast stroke finals: 
Nelson placed first and Dase placed 
third, gaining the necessary points to put 
Gilman on top. Gilman was able to hold 
ontp its lead and won the championships 
by a very close margin, outswimming its 
biggest rival, St. Paul’s. 
 The season could not have gone any 
better. Some the highlights include the 
swim-a-thon and winning both dual meet 
and conference championships. Now eyes 
are set on next season. With just a great 
turnout this year of over thirty kids, there 
may be an addition of a junior varsity 
team along with the varsity team. 
Although everyone on the team had 
improved immensely, many key seniors 
will be departing from the team. When 
asked for any parting wisdom to the team, 
senior co-captain Ian Jones imparted 
these final words: “It was fun. I enjoyed 
every moment. I wish next year’s team 
good luck.” 
 It is now up to the rising seniors and 
underclassmen to continue the excellence 
Gilman has shown in the past two sea-
sons. Junior Liam Gallagher was asked 
what his goal was for next year and he 
answered, “3peat!” 

by Jun yaMaGuChi

Just Keep Swimming: 
Greyhounds Glide to MIAA Title
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Indoor Track Races
to Best Season Yet

 This year’s varsity indoor track 
team went into the season with the 
thought of working hard and giving 
it their all. Little did they know that 
their hard work and perseverance 
would lead them to the best season 
of indoor track that Gilman has seen 
since joining the MIAA conference. 
 The team began the 2008-09 winter 
season began, without high expecta-
tions. The team was a collaboration 
of all grades with both veterans and 
fresh new candidates. Head Coach 
Johnnie Foreman stated, “That team 
from last year had a lot of veterans, 
who didn’t need much instruction, 
however this year’s team was a little 
different.” 
 A lthough there was a change of 
characters on the team, the hard 
work and effort remained the same 
as before. “They worked hard during 
both practice and the meets,” Coach 
Tap Kolkin commented. As the season 
progressed, the team’s expectations 
rose with their accumulating wins, 
making them work even harder to 
win it all. The coaches agreed that the 
team won their races due, not only  to 
the superstars such as senior Jabulani 
Blyden, but also to the intermediate 
runners who took second, third, or 
even forth place to allow a solid vic-
tory. 
 “The previous team was stacked 
with a number of super stars, how-
ever, we had a group of young men, 
who worked very hard, and proved 
to be a power to be reckoned with,” 

explained Coach Johnnie Foreman. 
Led by seniors Bylden, Chase Jackson, 
and Will Fenwick, along with juniors 
J.D. Kameen and Jack Matthews, the 
team went 3-1 during the season, win-
ning the regular season championship 
for the first time and making them the 
favorites for the MIAA Championship 
Meet. The championship title did not 
come their way, however, and the 
Greyhounds finished third.
 A lthough they did not w in the 
championships, they still had a terrific 
season, winning the regular season 
and breaking some records along the 
way. Will Fenwick ‘09 pole vaulted 13 
feet at the Private School Invitational 
at Georgetown to set a league record. 
Then, at the MIAA Championships, 
Jabulani Blyden ‘09 ran an impres-
sive 1:59 for the open 800 to set a 
league record after running an equally 
remarkable 1:57 on the anchor leg of 
the 4x8. Finally, Peter Merritt ’12 ran 
an astonishing 4:40 mile as a fresh-
man, showing promise for program’s 
future. As for next year, everybody 
agrees it will be very difficult to rep-
licate such an accomplishment after 
losing a core group of seniors, whose 
leadership helped bring forth this 
amazing season. 
 “It was a great season,” said seniors 
Chase Jackson and Wil l Fenw ick. 
Hopefully, next year’s team can bring 
forth a result like this year and as 
Head Coach Johnnie Foreman stated, 
“The team for indoor next season will 
be interesting.”

by Joon lee

New Coach, Leaders Bring Fresh 
Look to Wrestling Program

by Cooper sutton

 Coming into the 2008-2009 season, 
the Varsity Wrestling team faced a lot of 
uncertainty. It was plagued by injuries 
and youth but still managed to realize 
a fairly successful year, finishing with 
thirteen wins and thirteen losses.
 Due to the arrival of Coach John Clore, 
practices took on a more energetic and 
exuberant role than in years past. In 
charge of conducting these practices, 
Coach Clore brought a new mindset to 
the team, which helped the players push 
themselves much further than they would 
have otherwise. 

 Coach Clore was certainly not the only 
coach that played a significant role on 
the team. The other coaches on the team 
included Mark Harbold, Gilman Alumni 
Mike Faust and Markon Tagazada, John 
Xanders and Head Coach Henry Frank-
lin. Coach Blaire Surgent believes that, 
“If we can keep coaches of this caliber 
in the room, our success will continue to 
grow.” 
 The new atmosphere in the practice 
ro   om led to the emergence of many 
underclassmen who were called upon 
because of injuries. Freshman Brian Gaia 
and sophomore Hunter Goodwin, for 
example, stepped up in a big way. They 
filled the role formerly held by Anthony 
Ferguson, who was injured in the Gilman-
McDonogh football game.
 The energetic yet intense practices, 
along with a small team, created a 
close-knit group of friends with a great 
dynamic. In the end, according to Coach 
Clore, the great team dynamic was one of 
the group’s greatest strengths.
 The team also had great leadership, 
primarily by junior Tommy Faust and 
senior Whitt Kelly, who both led in dif-
ferent ways. Whitt, according to Coach 
Blaire Surgent, was a quiet leader who led 

by example. Faust was more of a verbal 
leader; however he also led by example, 
many times staying voluntarily after 
practice to work more. 
 The two proved that hard work pays 
off since both wrestlers found much suc-
cess. In fact, Tommy placed first in the 
MIAA tournament, and Whitt wrestled 
his way into the finals of the state cham-
pionship.
 The season was highlighted by these 
two individual performances, as well as 
wins over City, Poly and Calvert Hall. 
They also pulled off impressive wins 

against Landon and St. Alban’s at the 
Pallotti Duals.
 The team’s season was not all good, 
however. Multiple wrestlers on the team 
faced battles with Staph infections in the 
middle of the year, which caused them to 
miss about a week of practice. Another of 
the season’s worst points was the loss to 
McDonogh since it is rarely easy to lose 
to a rival.
 These low-points underscore that 
there is still room for much improvement. 
The team faced multiple forfeits this year 
because wrestlers failed to make weight. 
The coaches believe that next year, the 
team should not just reduce their forfeits, 
but eliminate them completely. 
 There is no doubt that the future of 
Gilman wrestling is very promising. 
Many of the players can see this, includ-
ing junior Jason Park who said, “the 
future of Gilman wrestling is looking 
pretty bright. There are going to be a 
bunch of three and four year veterans on 
the team next year so I’m pretty excited.” 
Next year, the team definitely will have 
a clearer sense of what the expectations 
are, and judging by the progress made 
this season, the expectations will be very 
high.

Junior Tommy Faust took a leadership role this year, and was characterized as 
the team’s verbal and energetic leader (photo courtesy of Cynosure).

Sophomore Bobby Fenwick (right) passes the relay baton to junior J.D. Kameen. 
Kameen was deemed junior captain by his coaches for the 2008-2009 season. 
(photo courtesy of Cynosure).
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Basketball Falls One Game Short of Playoffs

 The 2008-2009 Gilman Varsity Bas-
ketball team headed into the new season 
with a fresh perspective and a clear 
mindset that was focused on one thing: 
winning.  The past two seasons for the 
basketball program were down years as 
the teams did not make the playoffs and 
had under .500 records.  This year’s team 
wanted to change that.
 “The basketball team had struggled 
the past years and with our new coach, 
Coach Holley, we wanted nothing less 
than a championship,” claimed senior 
center Kevin Clark.
 “Coming into the season I expected us 
to work hard to reclaim our position at the 
top of the conference in years past,” said 
senior captain Reed Parkinson.
 The season started out shaky for the 
Greyhounds as they lost four out of their 
first five games, including one against 
“A” conference powerhouse Loyola.  But 

the team did beat “B” conference rival 
Boys’ Latin, and after their early season 
struggles, the Greyhounds rattled off 
five wins out of a six game stretch only 
losing to eventual “A” conference cham-
pion St. Frances.  One of these wins was 
against school rival McDonogh who has 
always been a tough competitor against 
Gilman.
 In this stretch, the Greyhounds also 
won the annual Sherm Bristow Holiday 
Tournament by beating Indian Creek in 
the semifinals and then beating Patterson 
in a very entertaining and competitive 
final where the team won by a three point 
margin.
 “It felt good winning the Bristow tour-
nament after four unsuccessful years in 
it,” said senior Brandon Copeland.  “We 
played together, and it was a very good 
accomplishment for our senior class.” 
 But then after the Greyhounds’ impres-
sive tournament championship, they 
only won two of their next nine games, 

but those two wins were 
both against conference 
opponents Boys’ Latin 
and Archbishop Curley, so 
Gilman was still in playoff 
contention even after this 
losing stretch.   
 Then the Greyhounds 
played arguably one of 
their best games of the 
season when they defeated 
talented “B” conference 
foe Mt. Carmel in a heated 
battle that Gilman pulled 
out, 60-55.
 “We thought this win 
would turn our season 
around,” explained Cope-
land.  “We knew we could 
beat them, and we wanted 
to prove this to ourselves.  
When we played them 
the first time, we played 
poorly, and we knew we 
had to win this game.”
 This clutch win put the 
Greyhounds into a good 
position possibly to make 
the playoffs.  They needed 
to win two more confer-
ence games out of the final 
five they had.
 But the team only came 
out with one win against 
Friends while they lost the 
other four games, and they 
missed the playoffs for the third season 
in a row.  
 “We tried our hardest and worked hard 
the whole season,” said Copeland.  “We 
had a long stretch of five games in six 
days, and I think that fatigued us wore 
us down.  We were really hoping to be the 
first senior class in a while to make it to 
the playoffs.”
 But it is clear that the program is 
headed in the right direction as the team 
improved from last year.
 “Overall the season was slightly suc-

cessful in that we had more wins than the 
previous two seasons and beat McDonogh 
for the first time in awhile,” explained 
Parkinson.
 The future looks bright for the basket-
ball team as underclassmen such as, Ryan 
Ripken and Cyrus Jones look to bring the 
Greyhounds back to the playoffs for the 
first time in four years.
 “The next few years should be pretty 
successful with some strong underclass-
men,” Parkinson said.

Small Hockey Team Has Big Season

Cyrus Jones, one of the two freshmen on the Varsity 
basketball team this year, played a major role on the team. 
He and fellow classmate Ryan Ripken show the team’s 
promise for future years (photo by Cynosure).

 The 2008-2009 Varsity Hockey 
season was supposed to be a down year 
for Gilman. They had graduated nine 
seniors from the year before and had just 
one on the roster this year. They started 
the season with only 11 skaters. Because 
the team was so young and composed of 
mostly juniors and sophomores, Coach 
Zach Collins was “hoping for this year to 
be a bridge into the future as we got even 
more experience for our players, playing 
at a high level of competition.” 
    Going with the theme of of “playing 
for the future,” The team chose three 
juniors as captains, Cam Lauf, Dixon 
Hopkins, and Tony Rutka. This was the 

first time in Coach Collins’s three year 
tenure at Gilman that a senior has not 
been appointed as captain. Even though 
this was an unusual decision, Collins 
only had praise for Lauf, saying: “Cam 
not only leads the players on the ice, but 
also helps them stay motivated off the 
ice. He has loads of talent and not only 
leads by example, but can give words to 
fire up the boys.” 
    Sophomore David Williams had similar 
praise for the captains saying: “Cam Lauf, 
Dixon Hopkins, and Tony Rutka were 
great this year. They always pushed us to 
leave everything out on the ice and win 
games that we were not expected to win.” 
And it was the leadership of Lauf, Hop-
kins, and Rutka that turned the season 

around for the Greyhounds. 
    After starting the season 1-2 with the 
losses coming to rivals St. Paul’s and 
Sts. Peter and Paul, the captains con-
vinced the team that if everyone does 
the little things correctly, the big things 
will take care of themselves. The players 
responded and the team rattled off six 
straight wins against opponents such as 
St. Mary’s, Boy’s Latin, and Curley. 
    Besides the leadership of the captains, 
this run was sparked by improved play of 
sophomores Yale Hoffberg, David Wil-
liams, David Greene, and Michael Hart. 
After the winning streak, the team ended 
the season with three straight losses 
including a loss to Sts. Peter and Paul in 
the semifinals to finish 7-5, but, overall, 

this year’s team’s play improved dramati-
cally, and these last games were perhaps 
the best played games of the year.
    Looking ahead to next season, Coach 
Collins shows great enthusiasm: “We 
graduated only one player and are return-
ing twelve varsity skaters, many of which 
will be juniors or seniors that have played 
varsity for their entire high school career. 
It is also very rare to have all three cap-
tains coming back for another season. 
Our goalie Yale will have yet another year 
of games under his belt and towards the 
end of the season he began to take over 
games, which I expect him to do next year 
for the entire season. I definitely see us 
being near the top of our conference next 
year, and we will be a team to beat.” 

by shane eDGar

by Willy paGliaro

Senior Wayne Paige captained the team along with Reed Parkinson and Greg 
McBride. The Greyhounds missed the playoffs by one game (photo courtesy of 
Cynosure).


