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he News
Better Late Than Never: H1N1 Vaccinations on the Way

BY HARRISON EBELING

Mr. Grimm is Anything but Somber 
BY TEDDY DELWICHE

 With the sudden arrival of Mr. 
Grimm, it is safe to say that all of 
our curiosities are burning hot, just 
like the color of his hair. Mr. Grimm 
he attended the Severn School and 
from there went onto Yale, where 
he received his B.A. in 2008. Mr. 
Grimm’s departure will be as sudden 
as his arrival; he will be leaving the 
Gilman community at the end of the 
year, bound for medical school. 
 As many know, Mr. Grimm is 
immersed in lacrosse and would 
have fit in nicely with the freshmen 
for class theme day. Mr. Grimm 
played lacrosse in high school, then 
took his talent further and played 
four years at Yale, serving as captain 
of defense in his senior year. Simi-
lar to Mr. Siwinski, Mr. Grimm is 
an outdoors enthusiast. Instead of 

raising hawks and assorted reptiles, 
however, Mr. Grimm enjoys fishing 
and hiking. He recently went on a 
seven-day hike in Nepal with his 
brother Dan. Mr. Grimm’sOther 
hobbies include reading biographies, 
playing soccer, and even recently 
taking up the fiddle to “expand his 
set of skills.”
 Mr. Grimm seems very pleased 
w ith Gi lman. He descr ibes the 
school as a place that “emphasizes 
the right things: honor and integ-
rity.” Mr. Grimm says that he has 
felt very welcomed by both students 
and staff and that the staff have been 
“incredibly helpful” in helping him 
plan lessons, labs, and just fit in. He 
commends his students, saying “the 
attitude of my students has made a 
potentially difficult situation much 
easier.” Mr. Grimm immediately felt 
comfortable and says that Gilman 

has a “receptive environ-
ment for a new teacher.” 
 Mr. Grimm chose to 
teach at Gilman to “pay 
it forward.” He felt that 
since he had such a won-
derful experience in high 
school, he should try to 
give students the same 
pr iv i lege.  Mr. Gr imm 
is going to be actively 
involved in the Gilman 
community and notes: “I 
would definitely like to 
see students doing stuff 
outside the classroom.” 
Mr. Grimm is going to 
try to make the best of 
this year, and yes, you 
will most likely see him 
on the lacrosse field this 
spring. 

have occurred around the world due 
to swine f lu since its emergence in 
April, and many of those cases are 
attributed to pre-existing conditions. 
Unusually, the virus has attacked 
people twenty-five years of age and 
younger much more severely than 
either the middle aged or elderly.
     H1N1 is a novel strain of influ-
enza. As Ms. Meacham, school nurse, 
described, “The new strain of the 
H1N1 v irus had never been seen 
before. No one knew what would 
happen. If [Gilman] had a case of 
swine flu last spring, all three schools 
(Gilman, Roland Park, and Bryn 
Mawr) would have been shut down,” 
Ms. Meacham stated. Baltimore resi-
dents remained healthy for the most 
part in the spring, unaffected by the 
first wave of swine flu. Yet, Gilman 
and the rest of Baltimore were hit 
fairly hard by the virus this fall with 
the coming of the second wave. “We 
had 835 visits [to the nurse’s office] 
in October, not all from swine f lu 

though. That’s 200 more than ever 
before,” said Ms. Meacham. 
     Yet, unlike last year’s policy regard-
ing swine flu, the school did not close, 
mainly due to knowledge acquired 
about the inf luenza. “Closing the 
school would do absolutely nothing 
to stop the spread of swine flu,” Mrs. 
Meacham declared. Since any student 
could contract the influenza in public 
or at home, Gilman remains open, 
despite its students’ sicknesses.
    At Gilman, the fifth, seventh, eighth, 
and tenth grades were hit hardest by 
the f lu, with about half of the fifth 
grade missing school because of it. “It 
was just luck of the draw,” Mrs. Mea-
cham explained. “It’s the same as the 
normal f lu; you cough to transmit it.” 
So, should one person in a grade get 
the flu, it will spread to others in that 
particular grade. Yet, unlike Gilman’s 
students, most faculty and staff were 
unaffected by swine flu because of the Ms. Carter in the Gilman Health Suite 

is ready for whatever the H1N1 virus 
has in store (Photo by Ned Whitman).

Gilman’s latest addition to the science department, 
Mr. Grimm (Photo by Rishi Bedi).

Continued on page 2

     In April 2009, H1N1, more com-
monly known as swine flu, was first 
detected in people in the United 
States. The virus is spreading from 
person-to-person worldwide, in much 
the same way that regular seasonal 
influenza viruses spread. On June 11, 
2009, the World Health Organization 
signaled that a pandemic of 2009 
H1N1 flu was underway.
     In June, over seventy countries 
reported cases of H1N1 infections, 
a number that has almost doubled 
since then. Although the amount of 
cases seems staggering, the H1N1 
virus is relatively mild compared 
to the seasonal f lu for the average 
person. According to the CDC, in the 
United States, around 36,000 people 
die every year from the seasonal f lu 
and over 200,000 people are hos-
pitalized. Over 90% of these deaths 
occur in people sixty-five and over. 
In comparison, at least 6,770 deaths 



December 2, 2009         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CVII No. 3

 

 

Gilman School
(410)323-3800 ext. 448
www.GilmanNews.com

 The Gilman News welcomes letters to the editor, columns, and artwork 
from Gilman students, teachers, faculty, alumni, and from the community-
at-large. The News reserves the right to edit all articles for length and 
grammar. Send correspondence to thegilmannews@gmail.com, or to: 
 

The Gilman News
Gilman School 

5407 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

Editor-in-Chief.....................................................................Connor Lounsbury
Managing Editors......................................Christian Moscardi, Ned Whitman
Sports Editor.......................................................................................Matt Berger
Photo Editor.......................................................................................Michael Katz
Online Editor................................................................................Cooper Jackson
Arts Editor.........................................................................................Preston Suan
Features Editor...................................................................................Dara Bakar
Political Editor...................................................................................Evan Behrle 
Business Editor............................................................................David Williams
Faculty Advisors..........................Will Perkins, Cesare Ciccanti, Michael Kelly        

Contributors: J.D. Kameen, Rishi Bedi, Teddy Delwiche, Harrison Ebling, 
Andrew Koch, McLean Francis, Alex Fang, Nathaniel Byerly, Dylan Flaks, 
Khalil Al-Talib, Daniel Radov, Eli Katz, Andy Phelps, Cabel Alfriend, Cooper 
Sutton

target age of the virus—twenty-five 
years and younger.     
    Gilman has decided to offer a 
vaccination to students that wish 
to obtain one. “We’re going to offer 
vaccines to the students, but [the vac-
cines] could arrive as late as Febru-
ary,” Ms. Meacham declared. Accord-
ingly, Gilman advises any student who 
can get the vaccine outside of school 
to do so as soon as possible.
     Despite vaccination efforts, health 

experts fear a possible return of H1N1 
in a different form. Ms. Meacham 
affirmed: “Mutation is the biggest 
concern now. The Spanish Influenza 
of 1918 had a second wave of f lu that 
caused devastation.”
     Although H1N1 still remains on the 
disease radar, people should still take 
everyday measures—from washing 
their hands to masking their coughs— 
to prevent contracting the sickness.

Swine Flu (cont’d)

H1N1 vaccinations are going to take place at Gilman some time between Decem-
ber and February. (Photo courtesy of sundaypaper.com)

    I believe something is wrong at 
our school. Namely, honor. What is 
happening with honor at Gilman? 
Without a doubt, honor violations 
have been on the rise since my fresh-
man year. Whether it be the thefts 
from the country store, cheating 
on tests, or plagiarizing on papers, 
something has changed within the 
Gilman community for the worse. I 
am both disturbed and confused by 
the number of honor violations which 
have already occurred this year. 
Though I’m not entirely sure why 
there has been such an increase in 
violations this year, I take issue with 
several school policies and believe 
they have had an effect on our com-
munity’s integrity. Some I believe 
should be changed, others, I’m not so 
sure. Of course, pointing fingers goes 
nowhere, and this should be seen as 
an attempt to understand the reason-
ing behind a strange policy in order 
to better our community as a whole, 
not a sweeping accusation against 
our school’s administration.
     For example, the administration 
has asked teachers to monitor tests 
and evaluations much more vigi-
lantly this year. After the initial wave 
of honor violations, this policy seems 
to have proven successful. What wor-
ries me, however, is the long-term 
effect of this policy.
    The student body is certainly 

aware of this policy; for example, I 
have had to take math tests in Cen-
tennial Hall this year because our 
classroom is very small. Additionally, 
it is certain that the administration 
has evinced a distrust of the student 
body by asking teachers to monitor 
tests more closely, though it is clear 
that the student body did not deserve 
that trust at the time. The long-term 
effect of these policies, I believe, will 
be to create a community with no 
trust and thus no integrity, since stu-
dents are aware that they are being 
watched more closely. The beauty of 
the honor system lies in our choice to 
adhere to it, and clearly these poli-
cies take away much of the choice we 
formerly had. 
     One of the effective aspects of 
the newer, more stringent policy has 
been the all-too-frequent announce-
ments in assembly. The inconsistency 
in reporting community issues to the 
student body, however, bothers me. 
When a student commits a serious 
disciplinary infraction, whether an 
honor offense or otherwise, we hear 
about it in assembly. Here is the 
school’s reasoning, as I see it: The 
student has violated the community’s 
integrity and the community should 
know. The student body can learn 
from this student’s mistakes. 
     When a teacher “resigns,” on the 
other hand, not a word is uttered to 

the community. The school does not 
even acknowledge that the teacher 
has disappeared. As I understand it, 
the reasoning behind this policy is to 
protect the privacy of those involved, 
as Mr. Schmick explained on Chris 
Maddox’s blog last year. 
     I see a bit of a double standard 
here. Why isn’t students’ privacy pro-
tected in the same way that teachers’ 
is? Or, conversely, if a teacher has 
made a mistake, has he or she too not 
violated the community’s integrity, 
and can we not learn from his or 
her mistakes? Worst of all, why does 
the administration choose to simply 
pretend that a teacher we know and 
love simply no longer exists? Rather 
than acknowledge a teacher has left, 
the administration chooses to let this 
news trickle through the grapevine – 
where is the integrity in that? 
     It seems to me that by creating 
this dichotomy, the school is taking 
the easy way out. Gilman hired these 
teachers and thus put its faith in 
them; firing a teacher implies the 
school made a mistake and it must 
assume responsibility. While the 
same could be said of students, kids 
are different in that they change 
in a much more pronounced way 
over time and are far more prone to 
making mistakes than adults. The 
current policy seems inconsistent 
to me, like the school is avoiding 

accountability and trying to mini-
mize the effect of what, in our com-
munity, is a very large affair. When 
the administration acts, or seems 
to act, in such an irresponsible way, 
how can it expect its students to take 
the hard road, take responsibility for 
their actions, and act honorably?
     In my mind, we need consistency. 
Either the school should explain why 
teachers have left the community so 
the community can learn from that 
teacher’s mistakes; or, if we truly 
value the privacy of our members, 
t he c ircumstances sur rounding 
disciplinary offenses should not be 
made school-wide knowledge. At 
the very least, the administration 
should announce that a teacher has 
left. My innate curiosity supports 
transparency, but my respect for my 
classmates supports privacy. I really 
don’t know which of the two would be 
better, but I do know that right now, 
we have a contradictory policy which 
needs significant work.

- Christian Moscardi

Note: Chris Maddox’s blog is still up, 
though not active: bluegreynation.
wordpress.com – ed.

Editorial: Honor at Gilman?
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The Future of Community Service Organizations at Gilman
BY ANDREW KOCH

 As the holiday food drives begin, I 
ind myself disappointed by the student 
body’s response to community service 
opportunities this year. I understand that 
Gilman calls on its students to complete 
a lot of work and activities and that a 
decent number are involved in commu-
nity service programs. Although Gilman 
requires ifty hours of community service 
in order to graduate, programs in which 
the school participates chronically are 
lacking the student involvement desired 
to run smoothly and eficiently. One of the 
most frequent responses I receive when 
I try to recruit my fellow students to get 
involved in various programs is that they 
have already completed the ifty hours. 
Such a response is disturbing because 
it implies that only the bare minimum 
return to the community is necessary 
and demonstrates a misplaced sense of 
entitlement. I do not intend this letter to 
be a harangue against the student body, 
but this issue should be brought to the 
attention of the student body. We should 
consider all that we have been blessed 
with and all that we can in turn give back 
to the community that has so blessed 
us.
 Consequently, I would like to remind 
everyone that ifty hours is the minimum 
requirement set for the students. This 
mark is put in place to have students get 
involved in such a way that ideally would 
foster a lifelong interest in service. Here 

is a brief overview of the opportunities 
offered through Gilman. Programs like 
Green Grass and tutoring at Collington 
Square and Gilmore give us an opportu-
nity to share the wealth of knowledge and 
perspective that Gilman has given us with 
less privileged children from the inner 
city. Not only can we help them, 
but they can also teach us so 
much from their own lives. 
Likewise, Habitat for Human-
ity offers a chance to change a 
community in ‘body’ as well as 
in ‘spirit.’ The club is relatively 
young, but after a year to get 
its feet solidly placed, there is 
great promise. Habitat offers 
a chance to do hands-on work 
on build sites, yet the club still 
lacks consistent commitment 
necessary to meet the fiscal 
and project goals. Finally, clubs 
like Lunches for the Home-
less and the coinciding food 
drives are slowly dying for 
lack of manpower. All it takes 
is a sacriice of half an hour 
after athletics on Wednesdays 
to make sandwiches to help 
better the lives of hundreds 
of Baltimore’s homeless men 
and women. Now in November 
and December there are two 
consecutive drives held to help 
stock food banks and the Toys 
for Tots program. I commend 
the student body for respond-

ing to J.D.’s call to bring cans to the 
Gilman-McDonogh game, but it will take 
more than just a couple cans per person to 
ill the three food banks Gilman supports. 
So, I ask each student and faculty member 
to consider his or her commitment to 
community service and perhaps make 

a new commitment to get involved in an 
ongoing program or even join a new one. 
We as a student body have been given so 
much; it is our responsibility to step up 
and give back, now in school and in the 
rest of our lives.

9/11: Remembered  or Forgotten?
BY EVAN BEHRLE

This article was intended for publication 
in the October issue, but was left out.
 
     A rare silence blankets Carey Hall. 
With muffled footsteps, students and 
faculty members gather in common 
rooms to view the television monitors 
that have been set up. On each 
loor, as more students ile in 
from the hallways, they see in 
several dozen pairs of glassy 
eyes the same reflection, the 
same slow-motion video of two 
planes disappearing into a cloud 
of steel, glass, concrete, and 
human beings. 
     Children, parents, spouses, 
people full of embarrassing 
stories, daily struggles, and 
lifelong dreams, people with 
slobbering dogs, old recliners, 
and messy rooms – they begin 
to jump out of windows, to kill 
themselves before they can be 
killed. Eventually, the Twin 
Towers collapse, and there can 
be no more jumpers. In light of 
this loss, students make their 
way into teachers’ offices to 
call home. They affirm their 
own relationships, drawing 

strength from friends and family. In Mrs. 
Turner’s words, “It was good to be here [at 
Gilman], I felt, with others.” 
     Nationwide, this sense of unity faded 
quickly, but Gilman’s community has rec-
reated the silence of that day in assembly 
each September 11th to commemorate 
those that were killed. However, on this 
past September 11th, while Mr. Schmick 

made sure the lag was lown at half-mast, 
we had no assembly and no moment of 
silence. This was a logistical mistake, 
not a deliberate change of policy – Mrs. 
Turner, who would normally organize 
the assembly, could not be in school that 
day.
     This does beg the question: should 
we be upset that our 9/11 commemora-

tion got “lost in the shufle,” so to speak? 
Constantine Lignos, who was a Gilman 
senior during the attacks, doesn’t think 
so. While Mrs. Turner has stated that 
our traditional commemoration will 
return next year, Constantine saw our 
logistical error as a manifestation of the 
healthy human tendency to move on from 
tragedy. 

     The men and women who 
died on that day deserve to live 
on in our memories, but the 
same can be said for dozens 
of unsung heroes who die 
every day. To remember each 
one of these people as if they 
were close relatives would be 
debilitating. Ultimately, cold 
as it may sound, where our 
emotional memory fades, our 
intellectual memory needs 
to remain strong: if we are to 
be the “future leaders” of our 
generation, as we are so often 
told, we must continuously 
learn from history. In this 
case, we must look hard at 
why we were attacked so we 
can try to prevent such a trag-
edy from happening again.

O p - E d

Left: Ground Zero moves on (Photo 

courtesy of Mark Lennihan / AP).

Left to right: Min Lee (‘12), Andrew Koch (‘10), and Gi Lee (‘11) working on lunches for the homeless (Photo courtesy 

of Cynosure). 
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Gilman’s Own Drummer 
Boy: Jack McClamrock

BY MICHAEL KATZ

   In order to obtain true proi ciency in 
the world of music, one must consistently 

excel in performance and competition. 

Succeeding internationally year after year, 

Gilman’s very own senior Jack McClam-

rock embodies this quality. Impelled 

by his  brot her ’s 

bagpipe play ing, 

McClamrock began 

to take lessons from 

Jon Quigg at the 

Baltimore School of 

Piping and Drum-

ming in i fth grade. 
McClamrock started 

competing in the 6th 

grade. He has made 

his ascent through 

all amateur levels 

of drumming, which 

range from Grade 5, 

the lowest, to Grade 

1. 

     Aside from local 

competitions at the 

professional level, McClamrock also 

participates in three international ama-

teur competitions annually. McClam-

rock competes in the North American 

Pipe Band Championships in Maxville, 

Ontario. His best result there thus far 

has been a second place i nish in Grade 
1. He also competes in Winter Storm, 

an annual competition in Kansas City, 

Missouri. McClamrock won the Grade 2 

event there in 2005 and placed second in 

Grade 1 in 2008, competing there pro-

fessionally now. Lastly, he participates 

in the world’s largest tournament, the 

World Solo Drumming Championships 

in Glasgow, Scotland. In this age-grouped 

competition, McClamrock played sixth 

in the juvenile 2 event, or the middle 

age group, in 2007. In 

October 2009, McClam-

rock placed seventh in 

the juvenile 3 event, 

the oldest age group. 

Even seventh place at 

this tournament is quite 

the accomplishment. 

“NO American has ever 

won any event there,” 

says McClamrock, “and 

few have ever placed 

higher than sixth in any 

event.”

      McClamrock’s favor-

ite part of drumming, 

however, is not compet-

ing all over the world. 

He says that he most 

enjoys the band aspect of drumming, 

as is common in all individual pursuits. 

Because there are no professional bands, 

McClamrock plays in the Grade 1 Wash-

ington Pipe Band in Washington DC. “I 

enjoy solo competition,” he elaborates, 

“but bands are more fun. I can play with 

other people.” Overall, Gilman is proud 

to have such talented musician and, 

although a senior, can expect to see him 

play at more functions. 

Cool Winter, 
Hot Concerts

BY MCLEAN FRANCIS

“Mission to Mars” by Tony Rutka

     ‘Tis the season for kitsch Christmas 
concerts and empty music venues, but 
that doesn’t mean that the cold, wet, and 
miserable atmosphere will keep all bands 
silent. Here are the few highlights of the 
December and January concert season. 

Pixies
Nov. 30, Monday, DAR Constitution 
Hall- D.C.
To celebrate their famed album Doolittle, 
the Pixies have been touring the world 
replaying the whole LP along with a few 
other Doolittle related tracks. 

The Big Pink
Dec. 5, Saturday, Black Cat- D.C.
This typically truculent Brit rock band 
will be lighting up the Black Cat on a 
Saturday, so if you are in search of a new 
band to see, this is your best bet. Check 
out their stadium worthy “Dominoes” to 
feel the full effect of their music.

Trans-Siberian Orchestra
Dec. 10, Thursday, 1st Mariner Arena
Join Mr. Ciattei for a Christmas gone rock 
spectacular complete with an intense 
lighting system and extraneous children’s 
choir usage. 

Chris Brown, New Boyz
Dec. 11, Friday, Sonar- Baltimore
In an attempt to clean his image, Chris 
Brown has embarked on a smaller venue 
tour, supposedly, “for the fans.” The 

equally misogynistic New Boyz accom-
pany Brown, and one can only wonder 
what publicist found the pairing appro-
priate.

Raekwon
Dec. 15, Tuesday, 9:30 Club- D.C.
Wu-Tang Clan is certainly not something 
with which to mess, so what makes Rae-
kwon any different? Be ready for some 
typical Wu-Tang beats with Raekwon’s 
l ow powdered over top.

Baltimore Bass Connection Xmas 
Party: Spank Rock, NinjaSonik, 
Amanda Blank, The Death Set, Sick 
Weapons...
Dec. 23, Wednesday, Sonar- Baltimore
Spank Rock never ceases to impress at 
his concerts, so join him, the equally 
boisterous Ninja Sonik, and the incred-
ibly bawdy Amanda Blank for a bangin’ 
Christmas Eve Eve.

Gogol Bordello
Jan. 2, Saturday, 9:30 Club- D.C.
After the pancake breakfast, head on 
down to D.C. to catch the legendary 
“gypsy punks” in action. 

Amanda Blank
Jan. 30, Saturday, Rock and Roll Hotel- 
D.C.
Tickets went on sale November 20, so 
you best be getting these fast. Amanda 
Blank’s raunchy music has been blowing 
up the electro-pop-rap world for quite a 
while now.

Trans-Siberian Orchestra (Photo courtesy of Google Images). Gilman’s own Naeem Hanks (‘99), aka Spank Rock (Photo courtesy of Google Images).

Jack McClamrock (Photo courtesy 
of Cynosure).
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“Convent La Tourette” by William O’Brien

try out for the Traveling Men in the spring 
of his sophomore year. After mustering 
up every ounce of courage he possessed, 
Evan tried out and made it. “I have had 
some of the best experiences at Gilman 
with the T-Men,” recalls Evan as he remi-
nisced about Valentine’s Day serenades 
and various off-campus shows. Evan 
would also like to remind the student 
body that the T-Men CD is almost i nished 
and will be available to the public in the 
near future. 
 On a tangent to his singing career, 
Evan has just recently made the jump 
into musical theater, participating in two 
productions during his junior year. He 
was part of the RPCS fall production of 
The Boyfriend as well as the John Row-
ell’s presentation of Little Me. “Working 
in these two shows have been two of the 
most rewarding things I have done at 
Gilman. There is no better way to truly get 
to know someone then to have to survive 
6 hour rehearsals, but while having fun 
the entire time.”
 Now it may appear that Evan has cov-
ered a large amount of ground musically, 
but he is also a magnii cent guitarist. 
Evan has been studying guitar off and 
on since the 5th grade, but he has always 
continued to practice even when he was 
not taking formal lessons. Evan is also a 
member of several bands, such as the Jay 
Brooks Experience and Evan Warnock 
and the Wolfpack.
 Warnock is the complete arts package, 
so be sure to keep your heads up and 
watch our star shine!

   Most people know Evan Warnock as a 
man full of Gilman pride, showing up to 
a majority of Gilman sporting events in 
full blue body paint cheering until the 
bitter end. What most people don’t know 
is that Evan has a different side that takes 
a little bit of effort to unearth. Warnock 
possesses an impressive artistic talent, 
yet he is not restricted to one particular 
faction within the arts. Evan is a versatile 
artist, successful in both the visual and 
performing arts.
 When walking by the art studio, one 
will often i nd Evan among the masses 
slaving away at his next masterpiece. 
Although Evan’s talent is apparent today, 
his artistic career had very humble begin-
nings. “It all started in middle school 
when I took my very i rst art class,” states 
Warnock. Evan recalls picking up a pencil 
on the i rst day and just starting to draw. 
By the end of the period, he soon realized 
that he had a knack for drawing. This 
moment sparked his interest in the visual 
arts and fueled his development through-
out middle school and now in high school 
in Karl Connolly’s prestigious AP  Studio 
Art program. “To me,” says Evan, “art is 
truly a pleasure, and I enjoy spending 
time creating works for all to see.”
 Singing has always been a central part 
of Evan’s life. “I have been a member of 
my church’s choir for as long as I can 
remember,” he notes, “but I was always 
hesitant to bring my love of singing into 
the Gilman community.” That is, until 
Richard Shock (’08) convinced Evan to 

Student Showcase: 
Evan Warnock

BY PRESTON SUAN

     One would think that a band described 
as “Bruce Springsteen singing for a Cure 
cover band” or “what would’ve happened 
if the Ramones recorded ‘Hungry Heart’” 
wouldn’t be in an Indie spotlight article. 
While the music gods are taking their time 
with The Gaslight Anthem’s breakthrough, 
you can be sure that these guys deserve 
it. Their debut album “Sink or Swim,” 
recorded in roughly a week, received 
excellent reviews including 4 ½ stars from 
the acclaimed Punknews.org. Containing 
catchy choruses and a wide range of inl u-
ences from Bob Dylan to Social Distortion, 
“Sink or Swim” marks the beginning of 
a great band. With standout tracks such 
as “I Coulda Been a Contender,” “Ida 
Called You Woody, Joe”(the band’s trib-
ute to Joe Strummer), “Wooderson,” and 
“We’re Getting a Divorce, You Keep the 
Diner”(featuring numerous reference to 
Bob Dylan), “Sink or Swim” is a gem. 
     Less than a year later, The Gaslight 
Anthem followed “Sink or Swim” with 

a four-song EP called “Señor and the 
Queen,” which also received high acclaim 
from a wide range of critics due to tracks, 
“Say I Won’t Recognize” and “Wherefore 
Art Thou Elvis.” After this record, The 
Gaslight Anthem, led by songwriter and 
lead singer Brian Fallon, became known 
for their long and intense live perfor-
mances while on tour with The Loved 
Ones, The Bouncing Souls, and other punk 

bands that have similar reputations. 
     A few months later, “The ’59 Sound” was 
released. The album won many accolades: 
magazines, talk shows, and music websites 
gave “The ’59 Sound” outstanding reviews. 
“The ’59 Sound” showcased a band, who 
in the course of i ve weeks, could create 
an incredible record with standout tracks, 
“Great Expectations”(a song featuring 
Estella from the novel of the same name), 

“Meet Me By The River’s Edge,” “Miles 
Davis and the Cool,” and the closer, “The 
Backseat.” 
     The summer of 2009 proved benei cial 
to the band having played with Bruce 
Springsteen at music festivals, Glaston-
bury and Hyde Park Calling (after these 
performances sales for “The ’59 Sound 
went up 200%) and they opened for Social 
Distortion on their European tour. In the 
fall, The Gaslight Anthem toured with 
Murder by Death, The Loved Ones, Jesse 
Malin, and Frank Turner and they con-
tinued their long, thematic, and intense 
performance i lled with high-energy rock 
and roll and humorous stories about the 
band’s history. The tour ended in the fall 
so they could work on their fourth album 
due for January 2010. With a beautiful 
combination of punk rock, soul, and pure 
rock and roll, The Gaslight Anthem gives 
you the hard-to-i nd treat of great music 
with brilliant lyrics. If you are looking 
for a band that won’t disappoint you live 
or in the studio, The Gaslight Anthem is 
for you.

BY ALEX FANG

Evan Warnock rocking out with bandmates Jay Brooks (‘10) and John Russell 
(‘10) (Photo courtesy of Evan Warnock).

One of Evan’s still-life paintings (Photo courtesy of Evan Warnock).

Indie Spotlight: The Gaslight Anthem

The Gaslight Anthem on a well-lit day (Photo courtesy of Google Images).
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Truths Mr. Loewen Told Us

BY DARA BAKAR

 Each year, the junior and senior 
classes attend the George E.P. Mount-
castle Memorial Lecture. The Mount-
castle Memorial Lectureship brings 
a dist inguished w r iter or scholar 
to give a formal address to Gilman 
School. The lectures are given to an 
audience of Gi lman students and 
faculty, invited friends and relatives 
of the Mountcastle family and a lim-
ited number of students and faculty 
from other schools. The Lectureship 
has been established and endowed 
at Gilman School as a memorial to 
George E.P. Mountcastle ‘68 by his 
family and friends.
 This year,  renow ned race-rela-
tions scholar and sociologist, James 
Loewen delivered the 40th annual 
Mountcast le Memorial Lecture in 
the Alumni Auditorium. Basing his 
lecture off his award-winning novel, 
Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything 
Your High School History Textbook 
Got Wrong, Mr. Loewen’s titled his 
lecture: “The Nadir of Race Rela-
tions from 1890-1940 in the United 
States.” In his lecture, Mr. Loewen 
stated that the true nadir of race 
relations in the United States began 
only when nor t her n Republ ic ans 
ceased supporting southern black 

rights.
 A f ter a br ief  introduct ion, Mr. 
Loewen posed the question: “Why 
did we have a Civil War?” or more 
precisely: “Why did South Carolina, 
followed by ten other states, secede?” 
He subsequently asked the audience 
to vote on the following four reasons: 
“The South seceded over slavery. The 
South seceded for states’ rights. The 
South seceded because of the elec-
tion of Lincoln. The South seceded 
over issues of  tar i f fs  and ta xes.” 
More than half the audience voted 
for states’ rights. Over the next hour 
and a half, Mr. Loewen proceeded to 
challenge the audience’s notions of 
the post-Reconstruction era and the 
causes of the Civil War.
 W it h  h i s  e c c ent r ic  “ wo op s”  – 
noises to keep the audience engaged, 
and his subtle humor, Mr. Loewen 
spoke about the American history 
of the post-Reconstruction era and 
about “sundown towns,” communi-
ties that banned African-Americans 
by law. A former professor at the 
University of Vermont and Tougaloo 
College, Mr. Loewen used cartoons, 
photos, and documents to illustrate 
the “nadir” or lowpoint of the post-
Reconstruction era, a time when he 
says “people started lying about why 
the South seceded.”

 I n  h i s  l e c t u r e ,  M r.  L o e w e n 
explained that there are 72 Confed-
erate monuments in Kentucky, most 
of which were built after 1890 when 
racism was widespread. Additionally, 
in his childhood hometown of Deca-
tur, Illinois, Mr. Loewen discovered 
more than 500 communities, known 

Left: Dr. James Loewen (Photo 
courtesy of Google Images)

“When the people fear their government, there is 

tyranny; when the government fears the people, 

there is liberty.” - Thomas Jefferson 

Advertisement by [Quotient]
www.quotient-inc.com

The 2009 George E.P. Mountcastle Lecture
as “sundown towns.” He stated that 
these sundown towns intentionally 
barred blacks from living in the com-
munity. The term came from signs 
that were posted stating that people 
of color had to leave the town by 
sundown. Furthermore, Mr. Loewen 
excla imed his d isbel ief  that cur-

rently in many towns around 
the United States one can still 
f ind water towers that have 
“warning sirens,” which were 
used to warn blacks to leave 
the town before sunset.
 Aside from Lies My Teacher 
Told Me, Mr. Loewen is also 
t he aut hor of  Mississippi: 
Conf lict and Change, which 
was rejected for public school 
use by the State of Missis-
s ippi .  Eve nt u a l l y,  a  F i r s t 
Amendment lawsuit over the 
novel  wa s awa rded in Mr. 
Loewen’s favor.
    Mr. Lowen’s lecture was 
well-received by the Gilman 
communit y.  We appreciate 
his  coming to Gi lman and 
delivering this year’s Mount-
castle Memorial Lecture. 
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S U D O K U

Afghanistan, Then and Now
BY NATHANIEL BYERLY

 With Captain White’s deployment to 
Afghanistan and the recent death of Special-
ist Christopher Cofl and ’84, who died after 
his vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb, it is 
important to understand what the U.S. mis-
sion is eight years into the conl ict. An issue 
reaching to the highest levels of government, it 
has become a debate over whether the United 
States should concentrate on destroying Al-
Qaeda or broaden its focus to rebuilding the 
Afghan government and economy.
 To better understand the challenges facing the 
U.S, a sense of history is essential. Afghanistan, 
a rugged, mountainous land with an agrarian 
populace, has been the battleground of empires 
for millennia. First invaded by Alexander the 
Great, the country would go on to experience 
various invasions and rulers. The i rst Western 
experience with Afghanistan was not a pleas-
ant one. A British army of 21,000 men invaded 
the country in 1839; over the next two years, 
the army crumbled away to a fraction of its size. 
By 1842, the Afghans had forced the English to 
retreat; only one man would make it back home 
to England with his life. 
 The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan fared 
little better. In its attempt to install a com-
munist regime in the country in 1979, the 
U.S.S.R. lost to the U.S- and Pakistani-backed 
mujahedeen, who killed over 14,000 Red Army 
soldiers. After ten years of guerilla warfare, 
Mikhail Gorbachev, president of the Soviet 
Union, decided to withdraw troops from the 
war-torn region. By the mid-90s, the Taliban, 
a coalition of conservative mujahedeen and 
clerics, had gained control over the country, 
imposing their traditional interpretation of 
Sharia, or Islamic law. Under the Taliban, 

Osama bin-Laden’s Al-Qaeda terrorist orga-
nization l ourished.
 Fast-forward to modern Afghanistan, where 
the Taliban, having been ousted in late 2001 
by U.S. and allied forces in response to the 
9/11 attacks, have been staging a remarkable 
resurgence in strength. Fueled by the revenue 
generated from opium production, which 
totaled $3-4 billion last year, nearly 50% of 
Afghanistan’s GDP, the Taliban have waged an 
insurgency against coalition forces—the U.S, 
U.K, Germany, French, Italy, the Netherlands, 
and Poland maintain the largest numbers of 
troops—that has tested the patience of gener-
als and ordinary citizens alike. In the United 
States, support for the war has dropped to 

41 percent from a high 88 percent in Octo-
ber 2001. Despite the drop, General Stanley 
McChrystal, Commander, U.S. Forces Afghani-
stan, has pressed for more troops and supplies, 
warning that, “resources will not win this war, 
but under-resourcing could lose it.” 
 In addition to the Taliban insurgency and 
large-scale opium production, Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton noted Afghanistan’s “cor-
ruption, lack of transparency, poor governance 
[and] absence of the rule of law.” These prob-
lems test President Hamid Karzai, who recently 
won an election despite widespread allegations 
of fraud. In response to criticism generated by 
accusations of ballot rigging, President Karzai 
said only that he would “review the laws and 

see what problems are in the law,” and that he 
would, “launch a campaign to clean the govern-
ment of corruption.”
 Yet what value does a stable, democratic 
Afghanistan hold for the United States? 
According to the State Department, a calm 
Afghanistan, “will not be a source of narcotics 
or a haven for terrorists,” and thus provides a 
stabilizing inl uence in a turbulent region. By 
working with the people while combating the 
Taliban, the coalition walks a i ne line between 
security and alienating the people, with Gen-
eral McChrystal noting, “You can kill Taliban 
forever because they are not a i nite number.” 
With security comes prosperity and progress, 
in the process allowing Afghanistan and its 
citizens’ freedoms never before experienced. It 
remains to be seen, however, whether the U.S. 
and its allies are willing to commit the time and 
effort required to rebuild Afghanistan.
 Back on Capitol Hill, lawmakers hold mixed 
opinions on Afghanistan’s future, ranging 
from Senator Robert Byrd’s, D-WV, view 
that, “the reason for the U.S. military mission 
in Afghanistan has become lost,” to Senator 
John McCain’s, R-AZ, belief that, “the i ght in 
Afghanistan is critical to our national security. 
Our goals there are achievable and success is 
worth the continued sacrii ce.”
 Regardless of politics, two things are readily 
apparent: First, support for the troops remains 
strong; 82 percent of Americans expressed 
coni dence in the military, the highest number 
in decades and especially impressive when 
compared to Congress’s 17 percent. Second, 
if anything is certain in Afghanistan, it is as 
General McChrystal said: “It’s going to take 
time. Success takes time.”

U.S. soldier takes cover on a dirt embankment as explosions and gunfi re fl y 
overhead (Photo Couresy of Reuters, Goran Tomasevic).

One is Easy, One is Hard 

Answers will be published on gilmannews.com
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   I’m going to admit it: I am addicted to 
fantasy football.  And the fact that my 
teams are having great success this year 
makes fantasy football even more addict-
ing.  But, I know I’m not the only one.  Walk 
around school on a Monday morning, and 
you will hear countless discussions about 
last week’s games, and how they affected 
students’ fantasy teams.  Take a stroll 
through the library one day, and you are 
bound to see a student updating his fan-
tasy football roster on the computer.  So 
for all of my addicts and even my casual 
players, I thought it would be excellent to 
take a  look at how the fantasy season has 
played out thus far, and what the future 
beholds for your fantasy football season 
going forward.
      This year has been the year of the quarter-
back.  Seven of the top ten fantasy football 
scorers this year are quarterbacks (Aaron 
Rodgers, Matt Schaub, Peyton Manning, 
Tom Brady, Drew Brees, Ben Roethlis-
berger, and Tony Romo) and only three are 
running backs (Maurice Jones-Drew, Chris 
Johnson, and Adrian Peterson).  What does 
this mean?  It means that fantasy football is 
changing.  With all the running back com-
mittees and many offenses ditching their 
running games for high-powered throwing 
attacks, running backs are getting less and 
less fantasy love each year. Does this mean 
that next year you should go out and draft 
a quarterback in the i rst round? Maybe. I 
think that it dei nitely should be a serious 
consideration.  
 This year has been the year of the 
surprise and breakthrough player.  Every 
year some random NFLers emerge out of 
nowhere to become fantasy football stars.  
This year there seems to be more than ever, 
and they seem to be even more random. For 
example: Miles Austin.  Miles Who?  Miles 
Austin, the undrafted wide receiver from 
Monmouth University who is the third 

Max Brodsky’s Mid-Season 
Fantasy Football Update

highest scoring fantasy wide receiver this 
year. That’s who. Here are my top i ve sur-
prising/breakthrough performers for this 
season: 1) Miles Austin 2) Cedric Benson 3) 
Mike Sims-Walker 4) Ray Rice 5) Vernon 
Davis
 This year has also been the year of the 
disappointing player.  These are players 
who were hyped to do great things in the 
preseason, and then have drowned in a 
sea of insignii cance during the regular 
season.  Terrell Owens, for example, has 
been more disappointing this year than a 
1-hour School Delay during a snow storm.  
Here are my top i ve most disappointing 
performers for this season:  1) LaDanian 
Tomlinson 2) Brian Westbrook 3) Calvin 
Johnson 4) Anquan Boldin 5) Steve 
Smith
 And now my predictions for the rest of 
the season.  I tried to make these predic-
tions both interesting and helpful.  I know 
that not all of these predictions will be 
pertinent to your specii c fantasy teams 
and I apologize for that.  If you ever want 
to talk to me anytime about fantasy sports, 
I’d love to here your thoughts and ideas.  
Without further ado,  here are my top i ve 
predictions for the rest of the season: 

 1) Matt Forte will be a solid fantasy 
football option for the rest of the season, 
even against some of the league’s best 
defenses.
 2) Ryan Moats makes Steve Slaton 
owners furious as he continues to vulture 
his fantasy points. 
3) Willis McGahee becomes fantasy 
relevant again. 
4) Larry Fitzgerald i nally succumbs to 
the Madden curse. 
5) Chris Johnson becomes a fantasy god 
and dethrones Adrian Peterson as the 
consensus number one overall fantasy 
pick for the 2010 season.

Swimmers take a breather during their fi rst day of tryouts. After two consecu-
tive MIAA “B” Conference Championships, expectations have never been higher. 
(Photo by Rishi Bedi)

   After a 7-5 season last year, the 
2009-2010 Varsity Ice Hockey team 
hopes to play more consistently and 
make another playoff run. The team’s 
2008-2009 campaign was described 
by Coach Perkins as “a solid season 
but not outstanding. The team played 
hard for all three periods in only a few 
games.” This year, the team is looking 
to show an overall more consistent 
effort throughout the season.
 Gilman will have a major advantage 
this year in the experience category, 
returning all three of last year’s cap-
tains in Cameron Lauf, Tony Rutka, 
and Dixon Hopkins, all of whom are 
seniors. Gilman also returns juniors 
David Williams and David Greene, 
who were among the team’s leaders 
in scoring last year. Senior Diego 
McQuestion will also help to take 
some pressure off of the top scorers 
at the center position. After taking 
a year off , it seems that McQues-
tion has lost little, scoring twice in 
the team’s opening game against the 
Loyola. 
   A back and forth affair, the Grey-
hounds and Dons both i nished with 
one point in a 4-4 tie. Said Coach 
Perkins, “It was a complete game and 
a strong effort from our guys. It was 
a strong indication of positive things 
to come for our team.” 

   Gilman Head Coach Zach Collins 
agreed. “Our team skated hard for 
three periods, avoided too many mis-
takes, and began to get a feel for the 
pace of the season.”
   Supporting the older players on this 
year’s team are Michael Schahfer, 
Tucker Plunkert, and Austin Evans, 
three freshmen who made this year’s 
squad. According to David Williams, 
this youth will benei t the Hounds in 
the long run. “We have a good mixture 
of energy and experience that can 
really take us a long way,” said the 
junior center. 
 One of the major obstacles for the 
team in the past has been injury. 
This year, unfortunately, has been no 
different. John Russell, a returning 
senior, already injured his hip and 
will be out for quite a while. Dave Wil-
liams is coming off a foot injury that 
left him out of fall hockey training 
this past season. As one of the team’s 
most experienced players, this injury 
comes as a great concern for the team. 
However, Coach Perkins believes that 
Williams is in good shape and that he 
is i t to play. 
 This upcoming season looks prom-
ising for Gilman as they look to return 
to good form. You have to like their 
odds with the experience and talent 
that they will be able to put on the ice 
each and every game.

Greyhound Hockey 
Hits the Ice

BY DYLAN FLAKS

Dominant Squash Team 
Looks to Continue 

Winning Ways
BY MATT BERGER

     There are few programs at Gilman 
that dominate quite like Gilman 
squash does each winter. The Hounds 
are coming off of two straight MIAA 
“A” Conference Team Championships 
and a 2008-2009 campaign that saw 
them go undefeated in league play. 
With c returning starters, Gilman 
expects this season to be more of the 
same. 
Gilman begins its regular season with 
matches right after Thanksgiving 
against Loyola, Park, and St. Paul’s. 
While Gilman is easily the most tal-
ented team in Baltimore, Head Coach 
Boo Smith doesn’t want his team to 
take any wins for granted.
 “I encourage the team to take each 
match one at a time, no matter who 
we are playing.” His players clearly lis-
tened as they swept tri-school rivals, 
Bryn Mawr and Roland Park, in early 
season tune-ups. 
 The team is again led by junior 
Taylor Tutrone, ranked among the 
top in the nation for his age group. 
In addition to Tutrone, the varsity 
team returns junior brothers David 
and Daniel Hoffman as well as Will 
Hanley (’11) and Harrison Ebeling 
(’12). Its depth will come mostly from 
last year’s JV Squash team which i n-
ished a perfect 13-0 and only dropped 
four individual matches in league 
play.   
 If Gilman takes care of business 
in league play, it will once again 
qualify for the High School Nation-
als Tournaments at Yale University. 
The tournament, which takes place in 

New Haven, Connecticut, is i lledwith 
some of the top squash teams on the 
East Coast. 
   Last season, the Hounds beat 
Westminster and St. Anne’s School 
in the early rounds of the tourna-
ments. However in the next round, 
Gilman’s season was ended by rival 
Lawrenceville after a tough 4-3 loss.
 In addition to winning another 
conference championship locally, this 
year’s team hopes to once again prog-
ress deep into the Nationals Tourna-
ment at Yale and compete against 
some of the nation’s best squash play-
ers.     
  Gilman begins its title defense on 
December 1st against rival Loyola. All 
of Gilman’s home matches are played 
at Meadow Mill Athletic Club off of 
Falls Road.   

Taylor Tutrone (‘11) won a MIAA “A” 
Conference title at number one singles 
as a sophomore. He leads a strong 
Gilman lineup this season.
(Photo courtesy of MIAASports.net) 



December 2, 2009         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CVII No. 3

    Coming off a 10-14 season a year 
ago, the 2009 Gilman Varsity Bas-
ketball team hopes to continue to 
make progress and return to the top 
of the MIAA “B” Conference. The 
Hounds return four starters from 
last year’s squad, guards Darius 
Jennings (’11) and Cyrus Jones (’12) 
and forwards Ryan Ripken (’12) 
and Brian Willis (’10). With just 
two seniors on the team, Willis and 
guard Duncan Hutchins, the young 
varsity squad is looking to improve 
on last year’s campaign and build 
a more successful team for the 
future. 
    The team, for the third season in 
a row, will be under new leadership, 
as Athletic Director Tim Holley (’77) 
handed the head coaching reins over 
to Mr. Owen Daly. Daly, who was a 
four year varsity basketball player 
at McDonogh and a Gilman assis-
tant coach last year, hopes to make 
improvements in just his irst season 
as varsity head coach. 
    “My hunch is that this year’s 
team will be energetic, led by strong 
senior leadership,” said Daly. “I 
imagine this group will work hard, 
compete, and grow as the season 
progresses. Our goals will be short-
term and speciic in an effort to get 
better every day.” 
 Like Daly, senior captain Brian 
Willis feels optimistic about the road 
ahead. “Hopefully, we can make the 
playoffs and get to the championship this 
season. I think Coach Daly will build on 
the progress that the team made last 
season.” 
   Like last season, Gilman will once again 
play one of the toughest out-of-conference 
schedules of any team in the “B” confer-
ence. The Hounds face “A” conference 
opponents John Carroll, Loyola, and 
McDonogh as well as Coppin Academy 
and Poly, top Baltimore City Public 
schools. However, the team relishes the 
opportunity to play some of the top teams 
in Baltimore. “If we play to our potential, 
we can beat anyone on our schedule,” 
said Willis. 
    This enthusiasm can be seen through-

Gilman Hoopsters Look to 
Return to the Playoffs

BY KHALIL AL-TALIB

out the young Gilman team. With a year 
of varsity basketball behind them, sopho-
mores Ryan Ripken and Cyrus Jones will 
once again play a crucial role this season. 
“I have a better sense this year now that I 
have a year under my belt,” said Ripken. 
“Last year the competition was different 
than anything I’d experienced before. It 
was a good learning experience.” 
    The young Greyhound squad is hoping 
to progress throughout the season and 
return to the top of the conference. “I 
believe we will have a good team this 
year,” continued Ripken. “I think it’s 
important as a team to improve and play 
one game at a time. We’ll see where that 
puts us at the end of the season.”

Cyrus Jones (‘12) shoots over Darius Jen-
nings (‘11) in tryouts. Both will play major 
roles for the Hounds in 2009. (Photo by 
Rishi Bedi)

Indoor Track Vies for Repeat Championship
BY DANIEL RADOV

   One year removed from a Dual Meet 
Championship, head coach Johnnie 
Foreman looks to build on a very strong 
2008 season. Despite the graduation of 
many top contributors including Jabu-
lani Blyden, Chase Jackson and Malik 
Compton, the 2009 squad hopes to once 
again be one of the league’s best. The team 
will be immediately helped by a talented 
junior varsity squad, which last season, 
captured the conference championship. 
Said Captain J.D. Kameen (’10), “We dei-
nitely have the potential to have a really 
strong presence in the MIAA.”   
   In the winter, Coach Foreman sees the 
sport of indoor track as an alternative to 
basketball. “Basketball is limited [in the 
number of participants], and instead of 

doing just itness, many students look 
to the sport as another way to compete.” 
Regardless of the often frigid tempera-
tures, the team practices outside. “It is 
so hard to do the practices outside in 20 
degree temperatures. You can’t breathe 
but you do get in shape a lot faster,” said 
Kameen. Surprisingly, this is common 
in the MIAA. Loyola is the only confer-
ence member with an actual indoor track 
facility.
  Coach Foreman will be working along-
side several notable coaches such as 
Gilman cross-country guru and hur-
dling specialist, Mr. Joseph Duncan and 
tech-savvy throwing coach, Mr. Steve 
Paquette.  
   With the sport’s ever-growing popu-
larity at Gilman, Coach Foreman urges 
new freshman to participate. However, 

he warns the rookies to stay patient in 
acclimating to the sport, explaining that 
“just because someone is really fast does 
not mean he will be successful. Running 
and racing are two completely different 
things.” Kameen recounts the dificult 
transition. “The first couple weeks of 
practice are the most demanding because 
people like me aren’t in very good fast 
twitch shape.”
  Coach Foreman, furthermore, recog-
nizes that there is basic strategy needed 
to be successful in races. Said Fore-
man, “You run a curve differently from 
a straightaway.  In the case of Loyola’s 
track, their straightaway is about 20 
meters long.” 
   Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays are 
often the toughest practice days. Whether 
one is a runner or a field participant, 

everyone is expected to do interval train-
ing. Tuesday and Thursday, on the other 
hand, are considered the easiest days. 
Shot putters, pole vaulters, and hurdlers 
practice separately with their respective 
coaches, while runners participate in 
what is known as “speed work.”
 When asked about formidable oppo-
nents this season, Kameen mentioned Mt. 
St. Joe. The Gaels have won the league 
championship 11 times in the past 13 
years. Calvert Hall and Loyola are both 
competitive, especially the Dons with 
their ability to train indoors. 
 “Indoor track meets can be some of the 
most exciting places to watch really tal-
ented people compete,” afirms Kameen. 
It might not be Gilman football versus 
McDonogh, but with crowds of about  
1,500 people, track meets can sometimes 
come close.

Greyhound Wrestling Faces 
Increased Expectations 

BY ELI KATZ

 Having lost only two members from 
last year’s squad, the Gilman Wrestling 
program looks to leap to the top of the 
conference. Returning top grapplers 
across several weight classes, the 2009 
season looks to be a successful one for 
the varsity squad. 
   The varsity team finished last year 
with a solid 13-13 record, putting itself 
squarely in the middle of the MIAA “A” 
Conference. Some of the members did 
exceptionally well, and even more are 
expected to join them at the top. “I’m 
really hopeful that we can match if not 
overcome last year’s results,” said Coach 
John Clore, who looks forward to his 
second season of coaching wrestling at 
Gilman. 
  The team will be lead by returning 

veterans, such as seniors Walt Saunders, 
Dennis Foster, Tommy Faust, Anthony 
Ferguson, James Hunter, and Jason Park. 
Tommy won the MIAA “A” Conference 
championship last year and eventually 
went on to the National Prep Champi-
onships. The upperclassmen, especially 
some of the junior class competitors, 
show great promise for the upcoming 
season.
   But the varsity stars aren’t the only 
ones who have been anticipating the 
season and preparing for victory. “We’ve 
already spent time on the mat and in 
the weight room,” said Ryan Rizzuto, a 
returning sophomore and junior varsity 
member. This work ethic and depth 
among younger wrestlers should have a 
very strong effect on the program. “The 
team’s looking pretty good,” continued 

Rizzuto. “There’s a lot 
of returning talent and 
promise among all four 
grades.” Like previous 
seasons, the freshman 
class should provide sig-
niicant help on the var-
sity squad this season. 
There is a high expec-
tancy for the turnout 
of freshmen in the pro-
gram. Some freshmen, 
particularly those in the 
lighter weight classes, 
might even make the 
varsity squad. 
   There’s no doubt that the 
team will be hard work-
ing. Combine that with 
great experience, and the 
2009 Gilman Wrestling 
team has the chance to 
be among Baltimore’s 
best. Coach Clore made 
it clear, however, that the 
returning wrestlers have 
to step up their game 
this season now that 
they have another year 
of wrestling under their 
belts. Conident for the 
success of both teams, 
R i z z uto  e xc la i me d , 
“We’re bringing home 
the trophy this year!”

Juniors Palmer Murray (left) and Luca Simmons battle 
during wrestling tryouts. (Photo by Rishi Bedi)
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McDonogh, McDonogh, beware of the day,
When the Greyhounds will meet you in battle 
array.

We’re ready to i ght, we’re ready to rumble,
We already know that you’re going to 
fumble.

We can pass, we can run, we will even blitz 
you,
So consider this a warning, a warning to 
you.

Though in the past, you got the marching 
band from Morgan,
We one upped you with an alumni, he goes by 
Coach Johnnie Foreman.

Our offense is hot and ready to score,
Once we get a taste, we’re thirsty for more.

Our Oline is stacked, like a big golden 
palace,
The leader of which is center Kostas 
Skordalos.

The outcome of this game is really a no 
brainer,
On the line we’ve got a guy named big ole 
Tripp Trainor.

We’ll play in the rain, so we can crash and 
thunder,
“Oh my gosh,” look at the guard, it can only 
be James Hunter.

We’re gonna run the ball, don’t call me a 
“lia”,
Behind Goodwin, and Heinrich, and our big 
sophomore, Brian Gaia.

GILMAN BEATS MCDONOGH, 
COMPLETES TOP SPIRIT WEEK

McDonogh, McDonogh Speech
The head of the Oline is a scary man too,
He’s the freshest coash in town, and he goes 
by Coach Gou.

We got number 4 in the backi eld, it’s gonna 
be hilarious,
I don’t really know what to say, but I’ll start 
with “Oh man Darius”.

“Jentings” is quick and up the middle he will 
smash,
He also beat Rudy in the 100 meter dash.
 
The Secretary of the Navy is honorable Ray 
Mabus,
Next to Jennings is a man of equal power, his 
name is Dexter Davis.

Long completions to Willis are surely not 
luck,
When he bursts into l ames, you’re going to 
need a i re truck.

To have our stable of running backs is cer-
tainly desirous,
We’ve got young Doyle, Kenny, and of course 
we have Cyrus.

They will score in the end zone for it is clearly 
their dream,
Quiet in the huddle Schwab, there is no need 
to scream.

But we’re more than just the offense, and 
you’ll surely be shocked,
Our defense is scary and will never be 
blocked.

Our defenders are massive and they have 
serious skills,
When you see Hawkeyes Poggi and Fergy, you 
will soon get the chills.

They are smart and aggressive and will blitz 
every gap,
With Walt guarding the ball, it’ll be impos-
sible to snap.

You have three average receivers that aren’t 
even tall,
With Scotty J and Justin George, they won’t 
touch the ball.

Our linebackers are ferocious like an Army 
battalion,
We have Porscha and Luca, both are Italian.

Our kicker is automatic, some call him a 
stallion,
His name is Mimmo Cricchio and he is Sicil-
ian.

When Dank snaps the ball, it’s always a good 
toss,
He can ping it top corner, just like lacrosse.
 
Matthai will catch it and give it a punt,
But you won’t return, cause we’re on the 
hunt.

So McDonogh, McDonogh you don’t stand 
a chance,
There’s no need in putting on those bright 
orange pants.

McDonogh is our campus, Owings Mills is 
our town,
And McDonogh, McDonogh, you’re going 
down.

Because this is our year, this is our game to 
win,
We’ll leave with the trophy and we’ll leave 
with a grin.

School President Kameen returns home 
after his escape from McDonogh.
(Photo by Cooper Joy)

BY MATT BERGER AND J.D. KAMEEN

 In front of several thousand fans at 
McDonogh, Gilman rose to the occasion 
and defeated its rivals, 34-27 to win the 
2009 MIAA “A” Conference Champi-
onship outright. It was Gilman’s first 
outright football title in four years, some-
thing that this year’s team had on its mind 
throughout the season. With one phe-
nomenal effort in 
Owings Mills, the 
Hounds simulta-
neously accom-
p l i s h e d  b o t h 
of their annual 
team goals: Win 
the league and 
Beat McDonogh.  
 M c D o n o g h 
s e n i o r  q u a r -
terbac k  R ud y 
Johnson put the 
Eagles on the 
board first with 
a  t o u c h d o w n 
toss to receiver 
Gabe Macis on 
the game’s open-
ing drive. How-
e v e r,  G i l m a n 
responded with 
t h r e e  t o u c h -
d o w n s  o f  i t s 
own, two scored 
by quarterback 
Darius Jennings 
(’11) and one by 
wingback Cyrus Jones (’12). 
 Faced with a fourth down in a tie game 
in the i nal minutes of the game, Gilman 
ran a trick play as Jones completed a short 

pass to Brian Willis (’10) to give Gilman’s 
its biggest i rst down of the game. A few 
plays later, running back Dexter Davis 
(’11) plunged into the endzone to give 
Gilman a 34-27 lead. From there, the 
Gilman defense held twice, enough to 
bring the trophy back to Roland Park. 
  Senior captain Anthony King Fergu-
son Jr. put the 2009 season in perspec-
tive. 

   “This team will 
be remembered 
as the team that 
brought back 
Gilman football. 
We were going to 
settle for noth-
ing less than a 
championship.”  
    Cer tainly, 
the win against 
the Eagles was 
a  f it t ing way 
to end such a 
strong season 
for Gilman foot-
ball. The team 
improved expo-
nentially over 
the course of 
three months 
and responded 
strongly af ter 
its homecoming 
loss to Calvert 
Hall. Said assis-
tant coach Chris 
Dawson, “This 

season was so satisfying because the 
team was really able to get the best out 
of everything that they had. That’s one 
of our goals every year.”

BY ANDY PHELPS

Darius Jennings (‘11) intercepts a 
McDonogh pass. (Photo courtesy of Baltimore 
Messenger) 

Darius Jennings: Man 
or Myth?

BY GLMAN NEWS SPORTS STAFF

    In his i rst year at quarterback, Darius 
Jennings led a high-powered Gilman 
offense with game-changing runs and 
long completions to receivers. The junior 
i nished the season with 2,028 rushing 
yards, 733 passing yards, and 35 total 
touchdowns. After his performance 
against McDonogh, Jennings was named 
Male Athlete of the Week by The Bal-
timore Sun and should be a part of 
The Sun’s All-City and All-Metro First 
Teams.
 Due to his strong play on the i eld, 
Jennings has already attracted attention 
from many college programs who see him 
as a future college star as either corner-
back or wide reciever. The speedy quar-
terback has thus far recieved offers from 
Maryland, Iowa, Rutgers, and Pittsburgh. 
Maryland Head Coach Ralph Friedgen 
and Offensive Coordinator James Frank-
lin watched Gilman’s win over Mt. St. Joe 
to check out Jennings in person.  
     With three returning starters on the 
offensive line next season, expect Jen-
nings to have another big year for the 
Hounds.  One of Darius’s more serious faces. (Photo 

courtesy of Cynosure)
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 Although it lacked the incredible talent 
of the teams of previous years, the 2009 
Gilman Varsity Volleyball squad made 
up for it with heart, determination and 
unbreakable team chemistry. The pro-
gram lost eleven seniors from 
last season, seven of which were 
starters, including arguably 
the best player in the history of 
the MIAA, outside hitter Asher 
Kaplan. Unable to simply pound 
the ball over opponents like 
Asher routinely did, this year’s 
squad “had to rely on smart tool 
hits and placing the ball well to 
trick Loyola and Calvert Hall’s 
big blocks,” according to senior 
captain Shane Edgar. 
 In a way, perhaps not having 
one clear star player helped the 
team as they became an incred-
ibly close group over the course 
of the season. Outside hitter Jay 
Brooks said, “This team was 
closer than any team I’ve been a 
part of. We were in it together.” 
Said Head Coach Neil Gabbey, 
“This team seemed happier just 
playing. They really enjoyed 
being in the gym.” 
 At the beginning of this year, 
Edgar was the only remaining 
player who had ever received 
signiicant playing time on var-
sity, so many new players were 
called on to contribute. The new 
starters included seniors Matt 
Berger, Jay Brooks, Adam Belz-
berg and Max Brodsky and junior 
Matt Kantz. Other players to see 

signiicant action off the bench for the 
irst time this year were juniors Duncan 
Morgen-Westrick and John Durham and 
sophomore Galen Rende. 
 With such an inexperienced group, 
there was “some fear and lack of coni-
dence at the beginning,” said Gabbey. 

Any lack of conidence seemed to disap-
pear halfway through the season after 
the team’s trip to Rochester, New York. A 
yearly ritual, Gilman traveled to upstate 
New York to face some of the best vol-
leyball teams on the East Coast, many 
of which had Division 1 caliber players. 

In pool play, the Hounds split 
against Rush-Henrietta and 
Webster High School, both con-
sidered to be among the Top 5 in 
the Rochester area. 
     Said Gabbey, “We usu-
ally go to Rochester to try and 
survive against the ridiculously 
good teams. They did such a 
good job this year of playing 
aggressively against better play-
ers than they’re used to seeing in 
Baltimore.”            In 
league play, the team competed 
well, losing only three times, 
all to the league powerhouse, 
Calvert Hall. Although it would 
appear that The Hall really 
had Gilman’s number this year, 
Shane Edgar disagreed. “None 
of the losses were really ‘bad’ 
losses. When we played them 
at home we took one game and 
should have had another, so even 
though that was a loss, that is 
one of the two matches I’m most 
proud of in my career.”
      The other match that 
Shane referred to is the semiinal 
clash between the Greyhounds 
and the Dons of Loyola. Jay 
Brooks agrees, saying, “The 
best win of the season had to be 

the semiinal victory. As our fans 
rushed the court, I collapsed. I 

wasn’t happy because I knew what was 
ahead of us, but I was dead and I know 
my teammates felt the same way. We had 
all given it everything we had.”
 Unfortunately for the hundreds of 
Gilman fans that took over BL’s gym a 
few days later, the inals did not go as 
well. The 3-0 game score was obviously 
disappointing for the team to swallow, but 
the players had grown so close that they 
were able to accept it. “I can’t be upset 
that we lost to a team as good as Calvert 
Hall,” said Edgar. 
 The future of the Gilman Volleyball 
program, in the words of Jay Brooks, “is 
very bright, like an incandescent light.” 
Said senior captain Matt Berger, “Matt 
Kantz and Duncan Morgen-Westrick 
exceeded all our expectations in their irst 
year on varsity. They’ll be even better next 
year.” 
 There is only one way truly to capture 
the way the graduating seniors on this 
year’s volleyball team felt about their 
inal season: through the words of Jay 
Brooks. 
 “I’m not athletic. I don’t jump very 
high. I’m not a very good volleyball player. 
But when I got out on that court looked 
into each of my teammates’ eyes, that 
didn’t matter. I knew we would have a 
great season, just because I trusted my 
teammates, knew they would try their 
hardest, that they would pick me up 
when I made a mistake and I would do 
the same. I have never been prouder to 
wear Gilman on my back then when I was 
standing next to Berger, Shane, Brodsky, 
and Belzberg, knowing that all the under-
classmen below us wanted us to succeed 
in the same way we did.”

Matt Berger (‘10) and Max Brodsky (‘10) go up for the 
block as juniors Kantz and Morgen-Westrick defend.
(Photo courtesy of Cynosure)

Young Volleyball Squad Appears in 5th Straight Championship Game
BY COOPER SUTTON

    Six minutes into overtime of a quar-
terinal playoff match against Loyola, the 
Gilman Varsity Soccer team surrendered 
what would turn out to be the inal goal 
of their season. An impressive 12-8-2 
season was that quickly over for a group 
of six seniors, Jack Volk, Jack Matthews, 
Tom McCormick, Diego McQuestion, 
Ben Shriver, and Reid Barger, who had 
all spent four years playing together on 
varsity. 
    The soccer season began, just like all 
fall sports, during August two-a-days. 
The team was confident going in, but 
harbored some doubt as to whether it was 
possible to ill the shoes of graduating 
seniors Greg McBride, Cooper Brown, 
and Christian Hall, which manifested a 
slow start to the season. After losing a big 
game to Loyola early in the season, senior 
captains Ben Shriver, Diego McQuestion, 
and Reid Barger demanded that the team 
step up and take control of their own 
season. The next three games resulted in 
two wins against Curley and Georgetown 
Prep and a tie against Mt. St. Joe. With 
the graduation of many of the team’s top 
offensive players, the Hounds worked 
harder to spread the ball around and keep 
many different players involved in the 
attack. Sophomore Andrew Harris was a 

noticeable force in goal and had a 
very strong season in his irst year 
as starting varsity keeper. After dif-
icult losses to league powerhouses 
McDonogh and Calvert Hall, the 
Greyhounds got back into a groove 
and won four of the following ive 
games, including an exciting home 
win over Loyola.
     In one of the last games of the 
regular season, senior Ben Shriver 
was clipped by a McDonogh oppo-
nent and went down in pain. An 
unfortunate tibia fracture put a 
hole in Gilman’s defense late in the 
season and made it that much more 
dificult for them to earn a home 
playoff game. In a tense playoff 
battle at Loyola, keeper Andrew 
Harris and the Gilman defense 
kept the Dons off the scoreboard 
throughout regulation. However, 
the Gilman offense couldn’t ind the 
back of the net either, forcing the 
game into overtime. Unfortunately 
for the Hounds, Harris was quickly 
beaten and the season was over. 
However, it was not all sadness for 
the seniors. “We came in hoping 
to exceed the expectations of last 
year’s team,” said senior Jack Volk, 
“But due to some tough breaks in close 
games we ended up on the losing side 

of some. We still played well as a team 
though, and we played hard to accomplish 
some tough goals.” 

Soccer Hounds Go Out in MIAA Playoffs
BY CABEL ALFRIEND

Diego McQuestion (‘10) creates chaos in front of the 
Mt. St. Joe goal. (Photo courtesy of Cynosure)

Added defender Ben Shriver, “The 
season was a little disappointing 
because it was not as successful as 
last year, but we still played well 
and had a great time. We came in 
expecting to play against tough 
competition and that’s what we 
did.” 
    When this group of seniors 
entered the soccer program as 
freshmen, their inal record was 
1-15-1. The Class of 2010 along 
with Head Coach Jon Seal has had 
an unbelievable impact on Gilman 
Soccer. The Gilman Soccer pro-
gram has gained an exponential 
amount of awareness to the com-
munity and has made a giant turn-
around thanks to the leadership of 
these senior veterans. In four years, 
they have truly turned the program 
around from one of the worst in the 
league into one of the best in the 
state. The future of Gilman Soccer 
looks even more promising with 
returning talent such as freshmen 
Anthony Kim, Tanner Vosvick, 
Riley DeSmit and sophomores 
Andrew Harris, Christian Wulff, 
and Cotter Brown. While the team 
still has much work to do to inally 

win a conference championship, they are 
clearly headed in the right direction. 


