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The News
 The bell finally rings at 3:35, as if to 
free Gilman students from their long 
and rough day of academics, but sending 
them on to an equally tough athletics. 
Masses of students tiredly head off to 
practice, and after that, go home to pre-
pare for a new but identical day. Gilman 
students get so caught up in a routine 
that they can’t see beyond that routine, 
they can’t see other dealings in the 
Gilman community. Behind the scenes of 
Gilman some people don’t drench them-
selves in their own schedule, but look 
beyond their own life, trying to help lives 
of others. Namely, Mr. Vishio is one of 
those few. He doesn’t become engrossed 
with himself, but rather spends most 
of his time participating in service and 
social justice projects. For one week we 
followed Mr. Vishio around, eager to find 
out about what he does that most of the 
time goes unnoticed. 

Day 1- Senior Leader Program 
 Let’s face it, entering into a new envi-
ronment can be difficult. It is a big step 

A Week With Vishio:
Community Service at Gilman

BY TEDDY AND NOAH DELWICHE

up from middle to high school. There are 
tougher teachers, classes, and a lot more 
responsibility. Mr. Vishio realizes the 
difficulty underclassmen may face and 
that is why he set up the senior leader-
ship program. Dara Bakar, an active 
member of program says, “Our goal is to 
provide underclassmen with additional 
help outside of seeing their respective 
teachers.” Dara goes on to further say, 
“Sometimes an explanation from a peer 
who knows the material is more insight-
ful and student friendly than one from a 
teacher.” When asked about the success 
of the program, Mr. Vishio replies, “The 
Senior Leadership Program continues to 
thrive from numerous volunteers from 
the junior and senior class.” 

Day 2- Christmas Food Drive
 Yet another winter season has come, 
and with it, Mr. Vishio, once again, led 
the Christmas food and toy drive. Stu-
dents were encouraged to donate any-
thing from non-perishable cans of food 
to slightly used toys. The food drive had 
a tough start, but after many reminders, 

donations started to come through. After 
a visit to the grocery store by the fresh-
man class, the drive ended quickly. Mr. 
Vishio said, “The Christmas Food Drive 
as usual proved successful, however stu-
dents in general are not as enthusiastic 
regarding the event.” 

Day 3- Lunches for the Homeless
 Mr. Vishio, still concerned with feed-
ing others, heads Lunches for the Home-
less. Lunches for the Homeless gathers 
volunteers and meets every Wednesday 
in the second f loor common room to 
eagerly contribute in providing many 
other people with a meal. Mr. Vishio 
is very proud of the participation from 
students and remarks, “Lunches for the 
homeless has a strong group of par-
ticipants each Wednesday afternoon. 
The students helping generally have a 
positive outlook on what they are doing 
to contribute. The program continues 
to thrive under senior leadership from 
Andrew Koch, Ben Delwiche, and Jun 
Yamaguchi. Gi Lee, a junior, said, 
“Lunches for the Homeless provides 

the unique opportunity for Gilman 
students to give back to the Baltimore 
community.” With this concept in mind, 
students work together every Wednesday 
to do their part in helping out the com-
munity. 

Day 4- Christopher Place
 Ms. Desantis’ and Ms. Hammer’s 
fridges in their office are being over-
loaded high with pans of chicken, mean-
ing only one thing, Mr. Vishio is going 
to Christopher Place. From Christopher 
Place individuals who were previously 
homeless are able start a new life. Chris-
topher Place offers education, housing, 
spiritual support, and help in finding a 
new career When asked about this new 
opportunity of going to Christopher Place 
Mr. Vishio replies, ”Gilman students are 
currently adding another service activity 
to their repertoire of good works. So far, 
a small but motivated group have cooked 
and served dinner to participants in a 
program at Christopher Place, located 
in the Our Daily Bread building. 

Mr. Vishio leads his team in intense sandwich making (Photo by Teddy and Noah Delwiche). Donated gifts fill up under the tree (Photo by 
Teddy and Noah Delwiche).
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Dressing Down for Charity: Is it Appropriate?

Dara Bakar says, “Yes.”
 As Gilman students, we are starting to 
question the administration’s decision to 
grant us a dress-down day for the Toys for 
Tots Drive. While some students in the 
community desire to dress down when-
ever they have the opportunity, others 
argue that dress downs should never be 
the motivation for charity. On one hand, 
dressing down for charity provides stu-
dents an incentive to bring in more toys 
for children in need. On the other hand, 
dressing down for a good cause leads 
students to misunderstand the true basis 
behind charity. Some even argue that 
a downward spiral of selfishness could 
emerge from donating for an incentive. 
Does this issue simply boil down to the 
lesser of two evils? Are we merely donat-
ing our toys, keeping in mind that the 
incentive— “the dress down” is the light 
at the end of the tunnel, or are we donat-
ing out of benevolence and receiving a 
dress down as an added bonus? Gilman 

has made the right decision in allowing 
its students to dress down for the Toys for 
Tots Drive. In a school community, grant-
ing students a small incentive such as a 
dress down is an excellent way to gather 
more donations for charity.
 In a learning environment such as 
ours, we often overlook the big picture. 
By giving students a minor incentive to 
donate to charity, we are not proceeding 
down a path of selfishness and corrup-
tion. Rather, we are giving students the 
opportunity to donate with a fun reward 
for their participation. Those students 
who would donate to charity, regardless of 
an incentive, will still do so. By extending 
a minor incentive to the general student 
body, we are attracting those who would 
normally forget to do so. For example, 
suppose Jimmy, an Upper School boy, 
decides that he will bring in a toy for the 
drive, but he forgets to do so. Jimmy only 
had good intentions in mind, but between 

the cycle of homework, athletics, and 
waking up to eat breakfast, he simply 
forgot to bring in a toy. If Jimmy had 
remembered that a dress down day would 
be given at the end of the drive, however, 
he would have been more inclined to 
bring in a toy. Suddenly, bringing in a toy 
becomes a priority for Jimmy. Indeed, 
this is exactly the type of student that a 
dress down attracts. Sure, others will be 
attracted to a dress down just because of 
the fun, casual nature of the event. But if 
we really consider ourselves benevolent, 
shouldn’t we try to donate as much as we 
can? Indeed, if the purpose of charity to 
help others, how then are we helpful when 
we are effectively limiting our maximum 
potential in donations. 
 Dressing down for charity simply 
works. At Shavington High School, a high 
school in the United Kingdom, students 
raised more than one thousand dollars 
when the school took part in a dress down 

day. The money was donated to a charity 
supporting people with a rare form of 
muscular dystrophy.  Furthermore, the 
Breast Cancer Society of Canada runs 
a national drive that asks companies, 
schools, organizations, and clubs to hold 
a dress down day in their respective 
organizations, while asking for donations 
of $5. Through this drive, the Society 
has been able to raise more than a hun-
dred thousand dollars for breast cancer 
research initiatives all across Canada. If 
dress downs are raising thousands of dol-
lars for worldwide organizations, Gilman 
can certainly utilize the same method 
to help donate toys to children in need. 
While there are plenty of examples of 
effective dress down drives for charity, we 
must remember that incentives for char-
ity do not corrupt our altruism. Instead, 
incentives facilitate donations and aug-
ment campaigns to help the needy.

Rishi Bedi says, “No.”
 Which would you rather have, a fish 
or a fishing pole? We have all heard the 
timeless adage, but we largely ignore its 
applications to the recent issue of giving 
tangible rewards for charity. As students’ 
ideas of community and giving are still 
quite malleable, the message of charity 
must be delivered with the utmost care. 
The immediate incentive of a dress-down 
day, for example, will no doubt increase 
donations among the student body at 

this time. Yet, at what cost? The cost is 
a future where our charity is dependent 
on self-centered rewards and benefits, a 
future where the true meaning of altru-
ism is forgotten. This is not to say, by 
any means, that we all rely on distorted 
motivations. There are indeed many who 
donate time, goods, and services to those 
in need out of love for their fellow man. In 
an educational environment, however, it 
is the duty of the administration to avoid 

situations where charity can be obscured, 
even superseded, by personal gain. 
 As Gilman students, we are certainly 
capable of making a difference in our 
society, but I would argue that our 
required community service and encour-
aged giving is not to change the world, 
yet. Instead, they are meant to foster a 
mindset of giving and selflessness, that 
when taken beyond Gilman, can hope-
fully affect the lives of many beyond our 
respective communities. Service learning 
is a vital part of our educational experi-
ence at Gilman, and corrupting it with 
the wrong objectives will be far more 
detrimental to our society in general, 
sacrificing the long-term benefits for the 
short-term ones. In a haze of physical 
rewards like dress-down days and pizza 
parties, the “learning” aspect of service 
learning and charity is all but forgotten.

 Let’s face reality: the potential good 
that we will be able to do in the real 
world significantly outweighs what we 
can do now. I hesitate to use the phrase 
“in the real world,” but I think that it is 
appropriate here. By fostering the notion 
that charity will be rewarded tangibly, the 
logical conclusion is that in the future, 
when there are no such rewards, altruism 
among today’s children will be dimin-
ished. This is simply not a risk worth 
taking. I am confident that as a school 
community, we are capable of coming 
through for the wonderful organizations 
that we support without being led by a 
seriously flawed impetus. We should all 
remember that we are not donating for 
a dress-down day – we are donating to 
learn the true meaning of service. Dress-
down days are wonderful – but they 
should never be motivation for charity.

We want to hear your 
opinions. Are dress 
down day rewards 
appropriate? 

Send comments and 
answers to:
thegilmannews@gmail.com. 
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 Put on your thinking cap on. It’s time 
for a riddle. How do we “defeat the ter-
rorists”? How do we win the “War on 
Terror”?
 If you suspect this is one of those 
tr ick r iddles w ith no answer that 
everyone hates, you couldn’t be more 
right. We will never win. There will 
always exist people who hate us and try 
to attack us, even if it results in their 
own death. Terrorism, whether we like 
it or not, is an inevitable component of 
modern life.
 Most of our leaders refuse to acknowl-
edge this. Instead, they portray terror-
ists as members of a distinct, cohesive 
group, a collective that can be defini-
tively defeated. As a result, we – the 
American people – are tricked into 
believing that we can win this “war” the 
way we’ve won all those other wars – 
with guns. These militaristic responses 
only make us less safe. 
 Let’s look at Iraq as an example. 
According to the bipartisan 9/11 Com-
mission, despite what Dick Cheney 
called “overwhelming” evidence, there 
was no collaborative link between 
Al-Qaeda and Iraq before 2003 (The 
Washington Post). 
 Fast-forward one year. An American-
led coalition invades. Our soldiers 
make quick work of the Iraqi Army, 

Op-Ed: Winning the War on Terror?
BY EVAN BEHRLE but the country descends into chaotic 

sectarian violence. After years of urban 
warfare, Petraeus and his commanders 
begin to steer the country toward what 
now appears to be a state with some 
semblance of stability and democracy.
 What did we gain for this military 
success? A stronger Al-Qaeda. Remem-
ber how there were no terrorists in Iraq 
before 2003? Not so after we invaded. 
Al-Qaeda saw our presence as a helpful 
recruiting tool, and promptly estab-
lished a small contingency within the 
country. Think about that. That means 
some American men and women were 
dying to fight an enemy that would 
never have existed had we not sent 
those men and woman to Iraq in the 
first place.
 The contradictions in Afghanistan 
are less explicit, but still exist. For over 
eight years, we have been fighting the 
Taliban. First we toppled the Taliban 
government. Now we’re engaged in a 
complex counterinsurgency operation 
to combat the Taliban rebels, who 
are supposedly fighting to rid foreign 
forces from their country. Meanwhile 
we’re struggling to win the “hearts and 
minds” of the Afghan people so they 
don’t turn to the Taliban for protection 
and assistance. These two operations 
cost a considerable amount of man-
power and money, especially when they 
get in the way of each other, as they do 
when drone strikes kill both Taliban 

fighters and the civilians whose “hearts 
and minds” we are trying to win.
 Surely, then, the Al-Qaeda presence 
in Afghanistan must be massive, posing 
a monumental threat to our national 
security. Well… no. In an interview 
with CNN, Obama’s National Security 
Adviser, General James Jones, esti-
mated there were “fewer than a hun-
dred” Al-Qaeda operatives within the 
entire country. This means, according 
to ABC News, we are committing one 
thousand soldiers and $300 million for 
each Al-Qaeda militant. 
 I know I’m a seventeen year old lib-
eral, but am I missing something here? 
Suppose we eliminate every current 
member of Al-Qaeda. What then? There 
will always be more terrorists. We can’t 
get people to stop hating our country 
by shooting some people that hate our 
country. Furthermore, Afghanistan 
will remain vulnerable to takeover 
by groups with terrorist sympathies 
unless it grows into a stable nation. 
History would suggest violence, espe-
cially violence conducted by foreign 
forces, will rarely produce this stabil-
ity. Schools, on the other hand, have 
a great track record for stabilization, 
especially in places like Bangladesh. Lt. 
Col. Michael Fenzel, who has served in 
Afghanistan for two and a half years, 
wrote this in support of a NY Times 
editorial entitled “Schools vs. Guns in 
Afghanistan”: “Granting an education 

and discerning view to the some 26 
million farmers in rural Afghanistan is 
the most important step to giving the 
country a future that won’t be rife with 
violence.”
 Back here at home, the same hysteria 
that’s blinding us to the absurdities of 
the “War on Terror” is wreaking havoc 
on our civil liberties. Bills like the USA 
PATRIOT Act and the Protect America 
Act essentially allow our government 
to intercept any form of electronic 
communication we use, or, even better, 
declare us enemy combatants and 
throw us in jail with no trial and sup-
pressed access to a lawyer. This is all 
for our own protection, of course – you 
know, from the terrorists who hide in 
caves. 
 Really, that’s what we should imagine 
when we hear the phrase “Al-Qaeda.” 
This is not a team of supervillians. It is 
a group of men who hate us and spend 
a lot of time in the mountains along 
the Afghan-Pakistani border, a group 
that would have significantly less influ-
ence if we did not allow them to justify 
their actions to moderates by pointing 
to legitimate abuses of our power (i.e. 
Iraq, etc.). They will never win militar-
ily. They will only win if their existence 
creates such an irrational fear that we 
allow our government to strip us of 
the freedoms upon which this country 
was founded. They only win if we let 
them.

Green Gilman: The Environmental Club

 Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle: For 
the past several years, the Gilman 
School Environmental Club, led by Will 
McCabe ’10 and Evan Sweren ’11, has 
strived to place this message into the 
minds of students.  How exactly does 
one translate thoughts into actions? Mr. 
Carey, faculty advisor to the club, had a 
couple answers. 
 “We have to use resources, but we 
have to use them wisely,” replied Mr. 
Carey when asked about the club’s 
mission, which promotes awareness 
of, acceptance of, and participation in 
initiatives designed to aid the environ-
ment. These projects include the cre-
ation of the Lower School garden, the 
planting of two rain gardens around the 
Middle School and the implementation 
of a new composting system to handle 
lunch waste. 
 The school-wide effort to conserve 
comes from the club’s philosophy as 
stated by Mr. Carey, “It’s going to take 
everyone, not just the fifteen people in 
the club,” to make a difference. To do so, 
the club facilitates the efforts of differ-
ent elements of the Gilman community, 
bringing together students, faculty, 
staff and administrators. 
 Equally important to the success of 
the program is the creation of aware-
ness among students. Junior club leader 
Evan Sweren described this as crucial 
to the club’s success. “We don’t want 
awareness in the sense that we bombard 
the school with facts about what they 

BY NATHANIEL BYERLY should and should not do, but instead 
awareness where people only take the 
amount of food they need, reuse paper 
when needed.” The club eventually 
envisions a community where, “People 
shouldn’t have to think about whether 
or not they should recycle; it should be 
a life style.” 
 Quite possibly the crowning achieve-
ment to date of the environmental club 
is the success of the new composting 
program. Over forty tons of waste have 
already been diverted from landfills. 
That waste has instead created new soil. 
Despite this impressive achievement, 
the club is not resting upon its laurels. 
As Sweren says, “One of our primary 
goals is to create a ‘waste free’ envi-
ronment [in which] all of the school’s 
unused materials are either recycled 
or composted with none thrown away.” 
Other plans for the future according to 
Mr. Carey include conserving electricity 
with motion detectors for lights, saving 
paper through email, and exploring 
renewable energy through solar and 
wind. It is of little surprise then that 
Gilman’s program has been touted as a 
model for other schools, with numerous 
leaders from the area astounded to see 
second-graders sorting their trash into 
the proper categories.
 With more stream cleanups planned 
and more initiatives in the works, it 
looks like Gilman’s environmental 
streak is here to stay, motivated by 
the sense that, as Mr. Carey said, “We 
have come a long way, but we can do 
better.”

Elliot Wakefiled, memeber of the Enviornmental Club, helps promote the Com-
posting program at Gilman (Photo by Ned Whitman).
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Britney Spears
Entertaining and unpredictable, this pop diva seemed 
to never leave the spot light this past decade. In terms 
of music, Spears released 5 top 10 studio albums this 
decade. With singles like “Oops!...I Did It Again,” “Toxic,” 
“Womanizer,” and most recently, “3” Spears dominated 
the charts and was constanly played on the radio. She 
came in at #9 on Billboard’s Artists of the Decade and #2 
on Billboard’s 200 Artists. Plus, “Rolling Stone” included 
“Toxic” on its 100 Best Songs of the Decade. The world 
witnessed a total of five Britney tours, most recently “The 
Circus Starring: Britney Spears,” which grossed over $90 
million. But, as many know, Britney is not just about the 
music. From the shaved head to the famous kiss with 
Madonna, Britney was the paparazzi’s golden girl. Her 
drama may have delighted or annoyed Americans all 
decade, but she always caught our attention. With a new 
album expected in 2010, America’s sweet blonde gone 
deliciously crazy isn’t going anywhere. 

Harry Potter
“The Boy Who Lived” cast a spell over the entire world. 
Books 4, 5, 6, 7 were published this past decade, with each 
breaking records as the fastest selling books of all time. 
J.K. Rowling, the celebrated author, has become one of 
the most successful authors of all time. Avid fans soon 
brought the series to the internet (visit www.mugglenet.
com or www.the-leaky-cauldron.org), the music industry 
(a new genre called Wizard Rock), iTunes top podcasts 
(listen to MuggleCast and PotterCast), and even real life 
(see college Quidditch leagues). In 2000, Warner Bros. 
Pictures released “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” 
the first of the film series, and it earned major commercial 
success. To date, this six-part film series has generated 
over $5 billion, the highest grossing film franchise of all 
time. The last book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows, is being split up into two films, the first of which is 
scheduled for an 11/19/10 release date. The era of Potter 
may be reaching its end in the next year or two, but his 
legacy will last forever.

Social Networking
In 2003, the world met MySpace, a social networking website. Everybody rushed to 
the internet to create their online MySpace page. Marketed as a “place for friends,” 
the site attracted a huge following. However, a year later, a smart Harvard kid created 
a new social networking site. Today, this site is known as “Facebook.” With over 350 
million accounts, “Facebook” stands as the most popular social networking site on 
the planet. Creating a profile, collecting friends, updating a status, tagging photos…
this site has it all. The world loves their social networking sites, and if you want to 
keep up with what’s going on, you better have a “Facebook.” The current online trend 
is “Twitter,” a micro-blogging site where ordinary people can update their friends and 
follow celebrities’ everyday lives.

A Decade
The Biggest and Best of the 

BY CONNOR LOUNSBURY
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Pixar
From “Monsters, Inc.” to  “Up,” Pixar has dominated the 
world of animation. They’ve introduced the world to the lov-
able Dory, adorably afflicted with short term memory lost. 
They’ve made us laugh with “The Incredibles;” cry with “Up;” 
and think with “WALL-E.” All seven of their films have been 
nominated for the Oscar “Best Animated Feature” and four 
have taken home the prize. With a “Toy Story” sequel in the 
works, Pixar’s reign over the animated is sure to be long and 
lasting.

Peter Jackson
J.R.R. Tolkien’s beloved 
trilogy, “The Lord of the 
Rings,” finally made it 
to the big screen this 
past decade. Millions 
of fans f locked to see 
Jackson’s interpreta-
tion and the success 
of the series, nearly 
$300 billion at the box 
office and a total of 17 
Academy Awards, the 
series quickly estab-
lished Jackson as one 
of the most successful 
and visionary direc-
tors of al l  t ime. On 
top of the mega-block-
buster series, Jackson 
helmed projects like 
“King Kong,” and most 
recently produced the 
sci-fi thriller, “District 
9.” Jackson intends to 
return to his fantasy 
roots with two-part 
f ilm version of “The 
Hobbit.” Expect huge 
crowds lined up to see 
the flick!

Judd Apatow
Is it possible to mix critical acclaim with 
raunchy sex comedy? Not usually, but Judd 
Apatow clearly has that unique gift. His 
accomplishments include “Anchorman: The 
Legend of Ron Burgundy,” “The 40-Year-Old 
Virgin,” “Knocked Up,” “Superbad,” “Forget-
ting Sarah Marshall,” “Pineapple Express,” 
and many more. What teenager/young adult 
hasn’t spent hours laughing at Apatow’s cre-
ative humor? Be ready for stomach cramps 
from cracking up at his next film, “Get Him 
to the Greek,” a spin-off of “Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall.”

American Idol
 “This is American Idol!” What a decade for Simon Fuller’s talent competition. In terms 
of ratings, the show is unbeatable. “Idol” is responsible for the making  of stars like Carrie 
Underwood, Jennifer Hudson, and Kelly Clarkson, to name a few. While the judging panel 
has varied and the show’s format may not be exactly the same, the mission is the same: find-
ing fresh talent. Today, Simon, Randy, and Paula, the original three judges, have become 
household names. Whether it’s watching the hilarious auditions, or voting for your favorite, 
America can’t get enough of “Idol.” With Ellen joining the team this season and Simon set 
to leave next year, the future of “American Idol” is a little uncertain, but for now, it’s still 
the king of reality television.

e of Hits: 
Past Decade in Pop Culture
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Quirky Questions:
What your friends think...

1) New Moon is...
2) What should happen to Tiger Woods?

3) Favorite thing about Christmas?
4) Thing that nobody at Gilman knows about you...

Alex Yoo (‘13) says:

1) A movie that no guy in the world should watch... except for me.

2) He should give all his money to me.

3) Receiving presents from Santa Claus.

4) I like turtles.

Andrew Harris (‘12) says:

1) So terrible.

2) People should get over it.

3) Mexican Breakfast on Christmas morning.

4) They know. 

Justin Wyatt (‘11) says:
1) Dumb. I won’t be seeing it.
2) He should definitely not quit golf.
3) Getting gifts from your family that you don’t need, then giving 
them to your friends and feeling very proud of yourself.
4) I am still, to this day, using my Playstation 1.

Scott Johnson (‘10) says:
1) New moon is...a joke, Bella who, she what, fantasizes about some weird vampire guy 
who’s family is in a war with werewolves? What?
2) Nothing. He’s...the man. Enough said.
3) Favorite thing about Christmas is egg nog...and cookies...wrapping paper...and rib-
bons?? Nah just the wrapping paper.
4) I still wear superhero underwear...nah not really...seriously?? Green Lantern, repre-
senting if ya know what I mean.

Mr. Clore says:

1) Tragic (not the plot, just that this question is being asked).

2) His taste and morals should be questioned.

3) Christmas sweaters.

4) I was a better trumpet player than wrestler in high school.



February 4, 2010         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CVII No. 4

T H E  A R T ST H E  A R T S
“Convent La Tourette” by William O’Brien

 It has been a long, cold winter break, 
and many of you, I’m sure are in dire need 
of some new music. Well if you are looking 
for a breath of fresh air be sure to check 
out Said the Whale, a Vancouver based 
indie rock band formed in 2007. The band 
started out as a small project between 
two songwriters, Ben Worcester and Tyler 
Bancroft.  They released an EP together, 
titled “Taking Abalonia,” and eventually 
the full album “Howe Sounds/Taking 
Abalonia” that showed the bands great 
potential in many different styles such as 
folk, indie pop, and hard rock. After the 
release of the first album, Worcester and 
Bancroft expanded the band to include 
drummer Spencer Schoening, keyboard-
ist Jaycelyn Brown, and bassist Peter 
Carruthers. After the release of the CD, 
the band toured across Canada, which in 
turn gave the band inspiration for their 
next release.
 “Islands Disappear” chronicles a coast-
to-coast journey of Canada with many 

BY PRESTON SUAN

Said the Whale chills out (Photo courtesy of Google ).

Indie Spotlight: Said the Whale
references to Canadian cities and towns. 
The second album presents a much more 
confident band that fully explores its 
musical potential and creates a wide range 
of sounds for the listeners pleasure. Their 
first single off the album and biggest hit, 
“Camilo (The Magician)”, is a powerful, 
upbeat, and uplifting song about finding 
the truth in the world through the help 
of a friend.  The powerful guitar riffs and 
Bancroft and Worcester’s soaring voices 
radiate positive energy and create a truly 
feel good song.  Nevertheless, the band 
is not one dimensionally in the slightest. 
They can produce powerful songs like 
“Camilo” with powerful guitars, and they 
can concoct beautiful, lullaby like melo-
dies accompanied by a ukulele such as 
“Goodnight Moon”. Other notable songs 
include “Black Day in December”, “Emer-
ald Lake, AB”, and “Out on the Shield”. 
One trend that holds through in all of 
Said the Whale’s music is the simple way 
they begin their songs: often with one 
instrument, or just vocals. This allows 
for an amazing buildup of complexity 

that wows your ears when that climax 
of sound is reached. This trend is most 
relevant in my favorite song off of this 
album, “Goodnight Moon;” the ending is 
possibly the happiest and most optimistic 
music ever played. 
If you are looking for a new band that is 

sure to satisfy all of your auditory crav-
ings, give Said the Whale a listen. They 
will truly amaze you with their breadth 
and depth of sound, as well as with their 
effervescent and uplifting lyrics that will 
pull you through the cold winter. 

We all have such fond memories 
of being read to as children, says Mr. Row-
ell, the director of Gilman theatre produc-
tions. Indeed, the art of storytelling is one 
that has captivated the human race since 
ancient times, and certainly one loved by 
many a Gilman student. It is fitting then, 
that this year’s Winter Drama is Ances-
tral Voices, authored by A.R. Gurney. It 
is remarkably unique in that it is liter-
ally told as a story, staged as five fam-
ily members reading their parts on stage. 
There are no props, no set, and no staging 
–the performance consists solely of the 
five actors’ dialogue. Gurney is also the 
author of Love Letters, a Pulitzer Prize-
nominated drama, consisting of just two 
characters and delivered in a similar for-
mat.  Mr. Rowell felt that it was appropri-
ate for this year’s show to be a drama, to 
contrast the “high-energy musical come-
dy”, such as the spring’s Guys and Dolls, 
that has been given preference recently.
  As well as the presentation being 
one-of-a-kind, Ancestral Voices presents 
a microcosm of World War II America 
and its families. Gurney tells the story 
of a family that is threatened to be torn 
apart by the end of the relationship of 
grandfather and grandmother. While 
such a plot may be foreign to the viewer, 
Mr. Rowell remarks, “Anybody who has 
ever been part of a family dynamic will 
see themselves in this play.” Cast mem-
ber Benjie Jenkins summarizes the plot 
as a “juxtaposition of the internal conflict 
of family and the external conflict of a 
nation at war”.

  This masterpiece of drama pres-
ents challenges: few high schools perform 
it. The seated, motionless style of per-
forming removes the concept of blocking 
from a director’s playbook: the movement 

Ancestral Voices Sure to Please
BY RISHI BEDI

and placement of actors. Likewise, other 
traditional production features like light-
ing cues marking scene changes must be 
replaced by changes in voice and expres-
sion. Conveying aging also becomes a 

verbal skill, a par-
ticular challenge that 
Jenkins and Billy 
Siems cite for Ances-
tral Voices. Siems, 
who plays the narra-
tor (Eddie), finds that 
drama of this variety 
brings out specific 
elements of acting, 
namely vocal presen-
tation. These differ-
ences allow the ac-
tors to concentrate on 
individual line read-
ings and their deeper 
significances in the 
work as a whole.

In fact, An-
cestral Voices was 
intended to be pub-
lished as a novel – 
“the most well writ-
ten production I’ve 
ever been in,” actor 
Mark Irwin says. 
Nevertheless, Mr. 
Rowell expressed his 
utmost confidence in 
the tri-school com-
munity’s actors to 
face the challenges 
of Ancestral Voices 

and looks forward to doing something a 
bit different from run-of-the-mill high 
school productions. Irwin expresses his 
utmost confidence in his fellow cast mem-
bers, adding, “I’m confident that it’ll be 
received well by the audience.”
  Key to the message of the play is 
the humor with which the characters face 
adversity. Ancestral Voices conveys the 
powerful message of using comic relief in 
times of stress and hardship – not a bad 
lesson to heed, in times like ours. For in-
stance, Emma Kaplan’s favorite scene of 
the drama is towards the end – a “hilarious 
fantasy sequence”, reminiscent of Scrubs, 
and a change in tone from the surrounding 
scenes. 
 “Most students will not have 
seen a drama of this nature,” Mr. Rowell 
opined. Its cast is very small, and [the play 
offers] a terrific opportunity to “play some 
really sensitive scenes with really touch-
ing material.” 

The cast of “Ancestral Voices” (Photo by Daniel Citron).

Show Dates:

Friday, Feb. 7 (8:00)

Saturday, Feb. 8 (8:00)

Sunday, Feb. 9 (3:00) 



February 4, 2010         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CVII No. 4

Seniors’ Sport of Choice: PING PONG
 If you pass by the senior room at any time of the day you’ll probably see a group of people crowded around a seemingly normal table, often yelling after a period of 
silence. You’re probably wondering what they could possibly be doing in such a small room. A wood laminated table stands in the center of the room. This table, however, 
holds more importance than you might think; it’s actually a ping-pong table responsible for some seniors’ favorite time of the day. It all started about a month ago from 
“120 seniors having free time,” says senior J.D. Kameen.  The only materials needed: ping-pong net, a couple paddles, and a few balls that were all found two floors above 
in Ms. Hammer’s office.  From there,“the net was then placed on this pretty standard table that had been in the senior room from the beginning of the year” says senior 
Kostas Skordalos. “Table is decently smaller than a real ping pong table; it just makes the games more interesting.”  The table itself is “a wood laminated surface which 
can be tough on the balls themselves and we often have to replace them” says school President and ping-pong player J.D. Kameen.
 Once the table has been set up, its time for them to play. “The rules are that there’s no getting upset, no one likes when people throw paddles, that’s how people get 
hurt. I personally, never get upset,” claims Kameen.  Both Skordalos and Kameen say the title contenders seem to be Will Faison, John Kelly, Matt Berger, and “the 
tricky trickster” Patrick Shikani.  If playing ping-pong in school on a wood table isn’t interesting enough, “BTB’s” are encouraged and “when ball hits your ring finger the 
entire room erupts yelling “ring of fire!”.”  Despite the fun times that come along with ping-pong, the senior class has become more unified because of the game.  Kostas 
Skordalos claims, “I have to say that having the table has really unified our class even more. You really get to know your classmates whom you don’t have class with a lot 
better when your playing them in ping pong.”  Kameen also agrees, stating that “This is a sport enjoyed by dozens around the senior class and it brings smiles to peoples 
faces and joy to their hearts.”  So next time your wandering around the terrace level be sure to check out the newly decorated ping pong arena in the Senior Room.

BY JACK FEKETIE

Just Keep Swimming...
Gilman Swim Team races Towards Championship

 The Gilman swim team has started off strong once again as they attempt to capture their third consecutive MIAA “B” Conference championship. They are 8-2 overall, 
6-0 in conference, posting conference wins over Spalding and Severn as well as two “A” Conference victories over Calvert Hall and Mt. St. Joseph. 
 The team and coaching staff have high expectations for this season as they hope to carry on last year’s success when they won their second straight conference cham-
pionship. In a recent interview, Coach Brooks said, “It’s clear that the team has a strong desire to win this year. We have had some great swims so far and everyone is 
working hard in practice. I firmly believe this hard work will pay off.” St. Paul’s and Spalding posed the biggest threats, but the Hounds succesfully outraced both teams 
to clince the Conference Championship.  
 Despite losing valuable swimmers in last year’s senior class, the Hounds return many talented members from last year’s championship squad. The team is lead by 
senior captain Liam Gallagher, one of the team’s most talented and versatile swimmers who can swim in almost every event. His passion, work ethic, and tremendous 
times help to unite and inspire the team. Other senior leaders include Jon Markowitz and Scott Johnson, who are both talented free style swimmers. 
The Hounds have arguably the best breaststroke lineup in the conference, which includes juniors Chuckie Knudsen and Austin Dase and freshman Muhammed Hudhud. 
Austin Dase spoke on this matter: “I am really looking forward to our breaststroke team. The best part is that most of my competition is on my own team.” Gilman also 
has a stacked sophomore class which includes the “NBAC Trio” of Jack Pollac, Will Meadows, and Michael Morrow. Their abilities in the distance events are going to be 
vital to the team’s success. 
 The team also looks to the leadership from their coaching staff, which includes Coach Brooks, Coach Silverman, and Coah Sarah. They have been huge for Gilman over 
the past few years and continue to be a big part of the team’s success. Gallagher says of his head coach, “Coach Brooks applies his immense swimming and mathematical 
knowledge to every practice and meet to insure that we swim the optimal number of yards or best match up against opponents.” 
 The Gilman swim team is expecting big things this year as they continue to assert themselves as a powerhouse in the MIAA. Gallagher says of his team, “We are look-
ing to dominate the conference this year as we move towards a three-peat victory at championships.” 

BY DAVID WILLIAMS

Chuckie Knudsen (‘11) takes a huge breath before his final sprint to the finish (Photo by Rishi Bedi).


