
Features: Student Spotlight - Gilman’s Fencing Squad (page 3)

Editorials: The Power of Social Networking (page 2)

Sports: Club Lax (page 3), Tennis & Baseball Make Playoff Runs (page 4)

 May 6, 2011        Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CX No. 7

The News
Gilman Says Cheerio to British Exchange Students

 For the past couple of weeks, you may 
have noticed a tall, blond student with an 
English accent (not to be confused with 
a London accent, which he vehemently 
denies having). If this is the case, you 
have encountered Ned Donovan, an 
exchange student from London who has 
come to Gilman through the Hardie 
Scholarship program. Hosted by 
Jonny Reamer (‘12), Ned is the grand-
son of author Roald Dahl, and he has 
even met Emma Watson at a gym in 
Oxford. Despite these meetings, he 
staunchly denies being featured in 
any Harry Potter films. Hailing from 
Buckinghamshire, England, Ned 
spends most of his time boarding at 
St. Edward’s School in Oxford.
 Although he has visited the U.S. 
before on holiday, this is his first 
experience living abroad.  Ned’s 
father, a stockbroker, lived in New 
York two years ago and urged Ned 
to travel, believing that it would be a 
valuable experience. Taking his father’s 
advice, Ned has immersed himself in 
American culture, mainly through his 
travels to Chipotle, which he described 
as his favorite restaurant here. “It’s actu-
ally quite good,” he remarked. Ned has 
also visited the Towson mall and gone 
sightseeing in Washington with Jonny.
 In his spare time, Ned enjoys playing 
football (soccer), rugby, and cricket with 
his friends at school, as well as playing 

the addictive Football Manager, which 
is comparable to America’s Fantasy 
Soccer. Additionally, he serves as editor 
of his school newspaper, The Quad, and 
is also a part of both the Lyne Society 
and the Blenheim Society at St. Edward’s. 
These are dedicated to Classics and His-

tory, respectively.
 As a junior in England, Ned’s school 
schedule differs immensely from one of 
a Gilman student, with an emphasis on 
government, politics, and classics. He 
says this difference occurs because, in 
England, “There’s more specialization 
from an earlier age for us, and we take the 
classes we like.” Ned has had to adjust to 
the change in schedule. “Classes are a lot 
longer here. Ours are forty minutes long, 
but of course we have more.” In addition, 

St. Edward’s classes end at 1:00, and 
Ned explained that “We get a lot of free 
time.” 
 Parts of American culture have also 
surprised Ned. “You’re really sport 
obsessed,” he commented, “And you drive 
everywhere.” Interestingly, Ned branded 

America’s politics as “really boring.” 
“People care more about politics in 
Britain,” Ned averred.

Despite such cultural differences, 
Ned has enjoyed his time in America 
immensely by both experiencing 
the culture ‘across the pond’ and 
getting to know Gilman’s students. 
“You’re all really clever and well-
rounded,” he commented. Ned has 
enjoyed learning about America’s 
sports, including baseball, basket-
ball, lacrosse, “American” football,  
and the great intramural sport of 
wiffleball. Once Ned returns home 
to England, unfortunately, he will 
immediately have to prepare for 

exams. These exams have incredible 
value, for in England, Ned said, “We apply 
for universities based on our exam grades 
and nothing else.”
 We at Gilman wish him the best of 
luck and hope he has had a valuable and 
rewarding experience here in America. 
Thanks for giving us such personal 
insight into British culture. 

By Harrison EBEling

Mr. Smyth: A Year In

 Many say that Mr. Schmick is the 
“president” of Gilman. Does that make 
Mr. Smyth a vice president, whose only 
job is to break ties in student council and 
wait for Mr. Schmick to leave his office? 
No. While students may only see Mr. 
Smyth as the organizer of fire drills and 
a European Civilizations teacher, he per-
forms more work behind the scenes than 
the average Gilman student believes.
 Mr. Smyth describes his job as a “mix 
of day-to-day operations of the school 
with longer-term planning.” He is on 
the technology committee, oversees the 
hiring of new teachers, runs faculty ori-
entation, and performs countless other 
duties that keep the school running. 
Outside of “day-to-day operations,” Mr. 
Smyth helps with long-term strategic 
planning for the school on a committee 
that includes Mr. Schmick, Mr. Furlong, 
and members of the school board. In 
essence, Mr. Smyth has an ever-changing 

job description.
 When he arrived at Gilman, Mr. Smyth 
was surprised to hear that there was 
no assistant headmaster at Gilman for 
some time before he arrived, for the role 
of the headmaster is much more than a 
one-person job. Mr. Schmick needs help 
with all sorts of tasks that he does not 
have the time to do alone. An interest-
ing aspect of the assistant headmaster’s 
position is that everyone has a different 
view of what it encompasses. While Mr. 
Smyth was being interviewed for the job, 
everyone he talked to had a different idea 
of what it would be, with their opinions 
being based not on the “official” job 
description, but on their various needs or 
previous impressions of what an assistant 
headmaster does.
 Mr. Smyth is very satisfied to have 
completed his first year at Gilman suc-
cessfully; he referred to his first fire drill 
at Gilman as a case in point. While the 
student body treated it like any other, 

Mr. Smyth was prepared to ensure that 
nothing would go wrong (to illustrate his 
anxiety, Mr. Smyth barely got any sleep 
the night before from fear that it would 
not go as planned). To Mr. Smyth’s credit, 
it was a success, and subsequent ones 
have been less stressful. 
    Although he is the acting headmaster 
when Mr. Schmick is away from campus, 
Mr. Smyth loves the job that he currently 
holds and is in no rush to become the 
“president” of Gilman. He has fallen 
in love with the culture of Gilman and 
the kindness shown to him by the com-
munity. He says, “For me...[Gilman’s] 
provided a really nice environment to 
work and to have my family to join. I 
love Gilman as a teacher, administrator, 
and parent.” In essence, Mr. Smyth pro-
vides a crucial foundation for the school, 
enabling it to function smoothly. Feel 
free to stop by his office to thank him for 
helping out the school, give any ideas, or 
just to say hello.

By alEx Fang

By Matt larson

Ned Donovan Jacob Tremlett

 For four weeks of the second semes-
ter during the 2010-11 school year, 
Gilman School was lucky enough to 
welcome a new member into its com-
munity: Jacob Tremlett. Jacob is a 
British student who was in America for 
the first time through an exchange pro-
gram between Christ’s Hospital School, 
which he attends, and Gilman. He 
stayed with Matt Randolph (’12), whom 
Jacob described as “great”, during his 
time in the United States. Matt said of 
Jacob, “It’s a great experience to learn 
how to live with someone else...there 
are actually many more similarities 
than differences.” To come to America, 
Jacob had to apply and interview for the 
program. He described the program as 
“fairly popular”, and Jacob was grate-
ful that he was chosen. Before arriv-
ing, Jacob had a biased opinion of the 
archetypal American. However, after 
spending some time here, he has real-
ized that the stereotypes are generally 
untrue, and that the countries (and 
schools) are “fairly similar”. 
 Christ’s Hospital School is located in 
Horsham, West Sussex, England (about 
an hour from London). At Jacob’s 
school, the periods are shorter and 
more numerous than those at Gilman. 
Christ’s Hospital’s school uniform con-
sists of a navy blue overcoat, breeches, 
and bands worn at the neck (even the 
school’s website describes this uniform 
as “distinctive”). To a typical Gilman 
student, the usual school uniform is 
far from “casual”, but Jacob described 
it as such when comparing it to the one 
he usually wears. Jacob also noted that 
at Gilman, students are “more commit-
ted” to sports; his personal favorite is 
rugby, but he plays field hockey and 
cricket as well. During his free time, 
Jacob enjoys playing percussion instru-
ments for his school’s marching band. 
Speaking of his experience, Jacob said 
that he has “had a fantastic time” so far 
and has been enjoying himself tremen-
dously.

Inset: Photo by John Chirikjian. Bottom 
Right: Photo by Rishi Bedi.
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40 Years of Power vs. 140 Characters
By risHi BEdi

Ten years ago, who would have pre-
dicted the fall of Egypt’s Hosni Muba-
rak, in power for decades and with the 
country’s military behind him? Pitting 
a long-standing president-for-life with 
a powerful military force behind him 
against a nation’s peacefully protesting, 
downtrodden underclass should have 
been no contest. A game-changing X-
Factor was needed, something to tilt the 
people’s power back to them. For the 
first time in history, the source of revo-
lutionary power and coordination was 
supplemented by social networking. 
Might has always made right, but with a 
tool that brings together the individual 
might of millions, the balance of power 
has been shifted to the people. The 
events of the last few months certainly 
give credence to this idea - that the 
Internet, of all things, can harness the 
efforts of the collective hivemind and 
bring its ideas to quick fruition.

The turnaround time of the Egyp-
tian protests was mindbogglingly fast: 
the time between the first tweet and the 
throngs filling Tahrir Square is on an 
order of magnitude previously unimagi-
nable. Wael Ghonim, the Google execu-
tive who largely became the public face 
of the protesters, likened the Egyptian 
revolution to Wikipedia: “Everyone is 
contributing content, [but] you don’t 
know the names of the people contrib-
uting the content…Everyone contribut-
ing small pieces, bits and pieces.”

Make no mistake, social network-
ing is a weapon. And just as an army 
tank can be used for good and for evil, 
so can Facebook. But with Facebook, 
the stakes are much higher. Because 
the trigger lies in the keyboard of every 
citizen of the wired world. And the am-
munition is no less powerful - just ask 
Hosni Mubarak.

We are not exceptions to this new 
paradigm of interaction: smaller groups 
of people have been empowered too. 
Social networking has time and time 
again been shown to bring together 
like-minded people. No individual 
could have set off the domino revolu-
tions in the Middle East and North 
Africa - the courage and willpower 
to act on simmering grievances came 
from the knowledge that there are mil-
lions of others out there who are with 
you. Facebook has made the world less 
alone, in as much a figurative sense as a 
literal one. We have all used Facebook 
to interact on the grid, but Egypt and 
Tunisia have demonstrated the offline 
effects of online interactions. 

Where does that leave us? Forever 
susceptible to the whims of our in-
ternet overlords, awaiting directives 
from Facebook and Twitter? Of course 
not - we must never forget that a social 
network is just that: a network... of 
people. People power the network, and 
its collective ideas come from people. 
News analysts and those involved with 
the Egyptian revolution are quick to 
caution the public not to give Facebook 
and Twitter too much credit - neither 
can we use them as excuses. The brave 
revolutionaries who risked life and limb 
to fight for their country’s liberation are 
ultimately credited with the success of 
the revolution. It is nonetheless hard to 
imagine such a widespread and rapid 
response, with one nation’s revolution 
fluidly causing the next, without the 
tools of social networking.

If the power derived by the people 
from social networks is able to bring 
down a dictator who had been nearly 
omnipotent for four decades, imagine 
the effect they can have on smaller, 
more tightly-knit communities like our 
own.    
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While this year’s spring athletic season 
has already brought many surprises, the 
most exciting addition is Gilman’s Club 
Lacrosse team. Thanks to support from 
both students and faculty alike, Club 
Lacrosse offers a competitive alternative 
for those who are not playing on Gilman’s 
Fresh/Soph, JV, or Varsity squads. The 
team will join an existing Club Lacrosse 
league made up of teams from Calvert 
Hall, St. Paul’s, Boys’ Latin, and Loyola. 
However, while these teams only allow 
juniors and seniors to participate, Gil-
man’s roster is unique as it includes all 
grade levels.

As Gilman’s Varsity Lacrosse try-
outs came to a close and seniors Adam 
Braverman and Pierce Classen had barely 
missed the cut, they were approached by 
Mr. White, who broached the subject of a 
Club Lacrosse team to them at lunch one 
day. “I asked the guys if they had ever 
thought about a club program,” Mr. White 
said, “I told them I would be willing to 
support them, but said that they would 
have to make it happen.” Braverman and 
Classen proceeded to lead the charge in 
establishing a squad. The two worked 
passionately with the Athletic Depart-
ment, though Braverman deferred all 
the credit to Classen, and in a few weeks 
time, thanks in large part to the support 
of Athletic Directors Mr. Tim Holley and 
Mrs. Lori Bristow, as well as Mrs. Carol 
Schuch and the Cage staff, the program 
was built. “They’ve been very selfless and 
supporting,” commented Mr. White.

Mr. Holley said he was, “impressed 
with the ground swell of interest from the 
student body.” In addition, he said “I fun-
damentally believe Gilman should offer 
as many viable options for our boys as we 
can.” However, explained Mr. Holley, the 
program would face various challenges 
such as transportation arrangements, 
uniforms, and funding. To make the 
task even more difficult, Braverman and 
Classen were working on short notice. 
Yet the two worked tirelessly to establish 
a team and eventually were successful. 
“Adam and Pierce are to be commended 
for entering the situation with the right 
attitude,” stated Mr. Holley.

When asked of his opinion on the for-
mation of the club, Mr. Schmick noted, 
“There was a huge number of guys trying 
out this year.” When he heard Braverman 
and Classen were thinking of starting a 

club program, which would include stu-
dents who had not made the cut or were 
searching for less of a commitment, he 
was all for it. After tryouts, Mr. Schmick 
said that there was still, “a critical mass 
of guys who wanted to play and we try to 
meet the need whenever we can, espe-
cially on a student-driven cause.” 

Joining Mr. White as coaches this 
season are Mr. Bill Gamper and Mr. Fran-
cis Smith. The program, as Mr. White 
describes, is geared towards “Guys that 
play lacrosse and have a history of play-
ing lacrosse, as well as those who got cut 
or are looking for a lesser commitment.” 
The team attracted many Gilman stu-
dents, thirty in total, and all were placed 
on the active roster. The team consists 
of seven freshman, four sophomores, 
seven juniors, and twelve seniors. Led by 
captains Classen, Braverman, and fellow 
senior Adam Barry, the team will play 
six games this season and hold practice 
about once a week. “The captains take it 
seriously enough to have organized prac-
tices and at the same time be very relaxed 
and have fun,” said attack and midfielder 
Andrew Glick (’14). Speaking on behalf of 
the seven freshman team members, Glick 
added that they were “Very grateful for 
Club Lacrosse being set up because we 
love lacrosse and get to play while main-
taining a relaxed schedule.”

In their first game of the year against 
Calvert Hall, the team fell short, losing 
9-5. However, all players enjoyed them-
selves and the highlight of the day was 
when various upperclassmen graciously 
subbed themselves out for underclass-
men to get some playing time. The results 
were a little more favorable in the team’s 
second game against Boys’ Latin, which 
they won 9-6. “We’ve been doing really 
well,” said captain Classen.

The formation of Gilman’s Club 
Lacrosse program showcases perfectly 
our students’ qualities of leadership, 
creativity, and determination to achieve 
a goal. Thanks to the devoted efforts of 
various upperclassmen, interscholastic 
competition will be enjoyed by an even 
larger number of Gilman students for 
many years to come. While so much 
emphasis is currently placed on the 
records and statistics of various sports 
teams, especially at the high school level, 
Club Lacrosse athletes hopes to simply 
compete to the best of their abilities and 
enjoy the fastest game on two feet.

By Will sHErMan

The Creation of Club Lax 
    For many years, Mr. Gamper has often 
been seen showing parents interested in 
Gilman around the campus. However, Mr. 
Gamper is a very dynamic man; in his free 
time, he takes on the role of apiarist. An 
apiarist is one who keeps and raises bees, 
a profession that he and his wife have fol-
lowed for three years. Mr. Gamper says 
his interest in bee keeping was created 
after he bought an apple tree that didn’t 
produce fruit. He assumed there was a 
problem with the pollination of the tree, 
so he talked to one of his friends, Mr. 
McDaniel (an expert bee keeper who owns 
forty hives). His interest piqued, he began 
received lessons in bee-keeping. Oddly 
enough, when Mr. Gamper received his 
first two hives, they made no difference in 
pollinating the apple tree. Despite the fact 
that this beekeep-
ing experiment did 
not work and the 
apple tree remained 
barren, Mr. Gamper 
and his family still 
continued to learn 
about beekeeping, 
eventually making 
it  a  new hobby. 
    Mr.  Gamper 
acknowledges that 
raising bees, espe-
cially in springtime is hard work. Accord-
ing to him, it gets very busy in the spring 
where there can be as many as 60,000–
80,000 bees in any one of his hives. In 
order to maintain the bees during the 
spring, he feeds them sugar patties and 
opens the hives to check for parasites 
or diseases. Despite this hardship, Mr. 
Gamper says he’s been fortunate, because 
he’s “had some mites but we are disease 
free.” During the winter and fall, Mr. 
Gamper is much more reluctant to open 
the hives. During these seasons he feeds 
the bees sugar water and essentially tries 
to leave them alone. On a warm day in the 
winter, he says, he may look in, but it is 
very important not to open the hive too 
many times because it is crucial that the 
hive remains heated. The bees live only 
about three months in the winter and 
fall, staying in the hive to remain warm.  
    Once harvest day comes in the summer, 
normally around July, Mr. Gamper and 
most of his family partake in helping col-
lect the bees’ honey. This is accomplished 
by taking out the frames of the hive and 
cutting off the caps with a hot knife. 

They then put them into a centrifuge 
and collect the harvest of honey. After 
his first year beekeeping, Mr. Gamper 
collected around 8–9 gallons of honey, 
and just last summer, he collected 15 
gallons. Mr. Gamper gives away a lot 
of this honey, but the rest he keeps and 
cooks with instead of sugar. He says the 
raw, unpasteurized honey is very good 
and even good for people with allergies 
(as he noticed a bit with his daughter).  
    Mr. Gamper has learned a lot over the 
years he and his family have been bee 
keeping. He says that this past time is not 
very dangerous if you are just careful. He 
wears light clothes, gloves, a hood, and 
long sleeves. Although he has been stung 
quite a few times, four out of five of them 
are on his hands. Honey bees are not 

very aggressive,” 
he adds,  “ They 
don’t sting unless 
they are threat-
ened.” For people 
who are interested 
in bee keeping, 
the easiest way 
to get involved  is 
t o  f o l l o w  M r. 
Gamper ’s  path. 
There are courses 
that one can take 

with the Bee Keepers of Central Maryland 
and, after its completion, an aspiring 
beekeeper can buy a nuclear hive. Once 
the course is completed, there are many 
other clubs that apiarists in Maryland 
can join to learn more about bee keep-
ing. Every month, Mr. Gamper attends 
a meeting at Oregon Ridge to talk with 
other fellow bee keepers.                          
     Whether it be for enjoyment or for 
environmental reasons, Mr. Gamper 
declared that bee keeping is a great activ-
ity. According to him, there is so much 
to learn and see from bee keeping. One 
of Mr. Gamper’s most exciting moments 
as a beekeeper was when he witnessed 
a hive swarm. During this event, about 
half of one of his hives left and settled up 
near a tree. Afterwards, Mr. Gamper laid 
a sheet down and shook the remaining 
30,000 bees into it. With these, he started 
another hive. To date, Mr. Gamper has 
three hives. He is an experienced apiarist 
and has won 2nd place at the Maryland 
State Fair competition for his honey. For 
more information about bee keeping, Mr. 
Gamper welcomes any questions.

Mr. Gamper: Resident Beekeeper
By noaH dElWicHE

   Despite Gilman participants in both 
national championships and the Junior 
Olympics, very few students know much 
about the sport, and even fewer have 
actually seen a bout. It’s finally time 
to dispel myths like this in the Gilman 
community.
  Two fencers oppose each other on the 
piste, a rubber or metallic strip 14 meters 
long and 2 meters wide. Each is garbed 
in a thick, protective suit and electronic 
hit-sensing equipment that costs upwards 
of $1000. Though the tips of the weapons 
and the armor have sensors, a referee 
or president can analyze any exchange, 
essentially a sequence or play, and veto 
or register touches as needed. The sport 
is broken up into three subcategories of 
weapons, each with its own size and play 
style: foil, épée, and saber. Foil fencers 
can only score a touch on the opponent’s 

torso, thrusting with the point of their 
blade. Foil encompasses right of way, 
meaning that only one fencer receives the 
point when both opponents touch each 
other at the same time. With épée, points 
are awarded for thrusts all over the body, 
though there is no right of way. Finally, 
saber fencers receive points for slashes or 
thrusts from the waist up, with right of 
way.
    For some students at Gilman, fencing 
is an activity that takes up most of their 
extra-curricular time. Conrad Sutter 
(’13), Aaron Goldblum (’12), and Andrew 
Lee (’14) all fence regularly, having done 
so for six, four, and two years, respec-
tively. Sutter and Goldblum fence at the 
DC Fencers Club, while Lee does so at the 
Baltimore Fencing Center. Sutter and Lee 
both fence épée, while Goldblum fences 
saber. To those students who believe that 
fencing is not an athletically challenging 

or physically challenging sport, Sutter 
replies, “Try it, and then you will change 
your mind, I guarantee it.” Goldblum 
affirms this, saying “A huge amount of 
warm-up time during an eight-hour 
tournament is crammed into a bout that 
is no more than five minutes at a time of 
intensive physical action and mental pre-
cision. Both of these components are key 
to a match and put a lot of stress on both 
the body and the mind.” The students 
attend three or four practices and clinics a 
week, for about four hours each practice. 
This does not even include their bouts, 
as they have weekend-long tournaments 
about once every three weeks.
 Not only do the three fence regularly, 
but they fence well enough to compete in 
national and international tournaments. 
Much of the credit is due to their coaches, 
who have sent many of their students 
to national and international tourna-

ments. Sutter has qualified for national 
championships for six consecutive years 
and Junior Olympics for five years, Lee 
has qualified for nationals twice and the 
Junior Olympics once, and Goldblum 
has qualified for both tournaments four 
times. In addition, Sutter attends about 
five major national and international 
tournaments a year and has won sev-
eral open-circuit regional tournaments, 
being ranked in the top ten list of fencers 
nationally. 
 Sutter says, “There is a great com-
munity that opens a lot of opportunity 
to travel around the globe. Fencing itself 
has taken me to over 30 states now and 
a dozen countries,” and Goldblum says, 
“Fencing is a great sport that is hard 
to appreciate by just watching it on the 
Olympics. It is rapidly growing, and all I 
can really say is to try it out for yourself, 
because you will definitely enjoy it.” 

By anuj KHandElWal

Gilman’s Fencers take on International Competition
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Undefeated Tennis Secures Home 
Court in Playoffs

By KylE tarantino

Whenever rain is not f looding the 
courts, the Gilman tennis team is either 
dominating an opponent or diligently 
preparing to take on their next prey. For 
a team that not only took home the MIAA  
“A” title in 2010, but also only lost eight 
individual matches last year, it will be 
extremely difficult to top a season like 
2010. Nonetheless, Gilman is intending 
to do all it can to repeat their title. Senior 
Michael Katz put it best by stating, “We’ve 
got the great team building again, and we 
just want people out there who are willing 
to work hard.”

Katz, who has been at the number one 
seed since his freshman year, is especially 
excited to build off of last year’s champi-
onship: he declared, “This year it is all 
on the line for us (seniors).” Katz, Alec 
Hoblitzell (’11), and Galen Rende (’12) 
have all returned to their respective one, 
two and three seed positions demon-
strating that the team has lots of veteran 
experience. Rende, who played a big part 
in the Hounds’ championship win last 
season with an exciting 2-1 victory over 
his opponent, also has high hopes. He 
stated, “This year we have a lot of strong 
seniors that do a good job of setting the 
example.” Galen is also optimistic that 
their recent momentum will take them a 
long way in the postseason.

Thus far, the team has picked up from 
where they left off last season, starting 
5-0 against their first five opponents. The 
team dropped their first individual match 
on April 6th while away at Georgetown 
Prep, however, they managed to wrap 
up the entire match with little worry, 
winning with a final score of 6-1. They 
have found themselves in dominant form 
dismissing opponents such as John Car-

roll, Boys’ Latin, and St. Paul’s without 
breaking a sweat. The team achieved 
something to be truly proud of on April 
14th after successfully defeating a terrific 
McDonough team 5-0. This should give 
the team confidence as their season pro-
gresses and the postseason approaching. 
Alec Hoblitzell said, “We have had a great 
looking start to this season. Hopefully 
we can finish on a high note and into the 
playoffs possibly as the favorite.”

Fortunately for the Greyhounds, 
in addition to the experienced players 
returning this season, there was a new 
face added to the program. Steve Krulo-
vitz has joined the team as an assistant 
coach to Jim Busick. Coach Krulovitz has 
added a new spark of energy and life to 
the program that the players have taken 
to very well. Coach Krulovitz was raised 
in Baltimore and has several tennis titles 
to his name including making it to the 
third round of Wimbledon and the French 
open in 1976. He is thrilled to be a part of 
the Gilman team, and is excited to pass 
on some of his knowledge.

With a long history of success and 
triumph in the MIAA, there is no doubt 
that the team is well positioned for the 
postseason starting on May 2nd. Coach 
Busick boldly stated, “This may be one 
of our strongest teams yet, we have some 
serious senior talent.” All of these various 
factors will certainly come into play as 
the Hounds look to defend their title in 
2011. Katz believes “The team building 
was what won it for us last year.” Hope-
fully the school can get out and show as 
much support as possible, and with any 
luck all of these seasoned veterans will be 
able to keep the ball bouncing and bring 
home a second consecutive MIAA “A” 
conference title.

Baseball Team Wins President’s 
Cup; Hopes for Playoff Chance

By sEtH gray

Bellow: John Durham (‘11) readies himself to hit the pitch, during Gilman’s 11-2 
loss to Calvert Hall. Bottom Right: Tennis Captain Michael Katz (‘11) serves the 
ball to his opponent. (Photos by John Chirikjian)

Throughout the season, the Gil-
man Varsity baseball team has at-
tempted to recreate the magic that 
carried them to their MIAA ‘A’ con-
ference championship last year. 

“From the start, we were the hunted,” 
said senior catcher Luca Simmons (’11). 
The Hounds started off the season with 
a string of four consecutive out of confer-
ence wins, including the Riverdale Baptist 
Classic. As outfielder Ryan Stevens said, 
“We had a lot of confidence in our abil-
ity after the first few games of the season 
and we felt that nothing could stop us.”

The Hounds continued to build their 
confidence over spring break, as they 
travelled to Myrtle Beach to prepare for 
MIAA conference games. With four wins 
in five games, Coach Sheets was able to 
put the team together by experimenting 
with players in different positions. How-
ever, during the trip, a stomach virus 
threatened to hurt the team’s morale. “It 
all started when [Brandon] Casas threw 
up in the dugout of the first game,” com-
ments junior Andrew Burton, “The next 
day, Ryan [Ripken] (’12), Quinn [Cotter] 
(’11), Matt [Tilley] (’13), and Luca [Sim-
mons], as well as Coach Baker and Coach 
Heubeck, also weren’t feeling well. But 
despite all of that, we all had a lot fun and 
it was a great way to spend spring break.”

After Myrtle Beach, the squad re-
turned to split the next eight games. 
Unfortunately, Matt Collins, one of 
the team’s most reliable pitchers, sus-
tained an injury to his MCL, shelv-

ing him for nearly a month. As starter 
John Durham stated, “Collins is a big 
factor and missing him really hurt us.”

One bright spot for the Hounds was 
the inaugural President’s Cup. Conceived 
by Bernard C. “Jack” Young, the Presi-
dent’s Cup is a tournament created to 
find a commonality between public and 
private school teams.  Gilman started by 
routing Frederick Douglass High School 
en route to a 25-0 win. A 5-4 nail-biter 
against Friends School set the stage for a 
show down against Mount St. Joseph at 
Camden Yards for the city championship. 
“When we got there, we were so excited. 
We took a jog out to center and one by 
one wall climbed, as if we were robbing 
a homer,” said Stevens, “It was an un-
believable experience. The grass is fast, 
the dirt is perfect, and the mound has no 
flaws. It’s almost like the field of dreams.”
Charles Cross (’12) pitched 5 2/3 innings 
of no-hit baseball with two strikeouts 
after entering the game in the second in-
ning. Afterwards, he told the Baltimore 
Sun, “I can’t explain it. It’s really amaz-
ing. I would learn from each at bat—I 
would learn what they could and could 
not hit.” Stevens summed it up, saying, 
“We were so pumped for that game, 
and it showed in our performance.”
Despite the team’s 4-10 conference re-
cord (they are 11-1 out of conference), 
there is still hope for the playoffs. “We 
need to focus on bringing it every-
day,” comments Simmons, “We have 
to leave everything out on the field.”


