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The News
 Nothing compares to the first day of 
school.  The brand new supplies, the fresh 
smell of paperbacks, the enthusiasm of 
the teachers, surely this is heaven.   Forget 
vacation. Forget the beach. This is what 
it’s all about.  Everything seems to fit right 
in place, planned out to the finest detail 
and defined by perfection. However, on 
this first joyous day of school, something 
seems missing. Where is Mr. Kirby?
 Of course, we all know the answer to 
this somewhat facetious question, but 
still this sudden realization may really 
damper our paradisaical day of school.  
Mr. Kirby was an admirable chaplain, a 
fine paragon and campaigner of religious 
and diversity awareness.  His welcoming 
office with his candy, wide array of CDs, 
and religious books was a warm home to 
all Upper Schoolers. Surely, it will take a 
good deal of time to adjust to a Gilman 
school without Mr. Kirby. However, this 
difficult transition has been made a lot 
easier with the recent appointment of a 
new chaplain: Mr. Alex Vishio.
 For those who do not take Latin or 
Greek, Mr. Vishio may appear as a sur-
prising candidate for chaplain. Surely, he 
must have some religious background, for 
it’s nearly impossible to study classics

continued on page 2

Mr. Vishio 
Named School 

Chaplain
By Teddy delwiche

Off to the Races: The Baltimore Grand Prix
By GranT lounsBury

 On Labor Day weekend, the city of 
Baltimore hosted the inaugural  Grand 
Prix the sixteenth stop of nineteen on 
the Izod Indycar Series. The next stop on 
the Indy Series circuit will be in Japan. 
The Izod Indycar Series is the American 
version of the very popular Formula 1 
European race series. The main differ-
ence from NASCAR, America’s most 
popular form of racing, is that the 
Indy cars are open wheeled and have 
an open cockpit.    
 The temporary race course, which 
was a little over two miles long, wound 
its way through downtown streets and 
encompassed many of Baltimore’s main 
attractions, including the Inner Harbor, 
the Convention Center, and Camden 
Yards. Coming into the race, the sea-
son’s point leader Dario Franchitti, from 
Scotland, looked to widen his gap in the 
standings over second place Austra-
lian Will Power, who was coming off a 

win at the Indy Grand Prix of Sonoma. 
 The city of Baltimore invested more 
than $6.2 million to prepare the city for 
the event. In preparation for the race, the 
city repaved roads for the course, set up 
large viewing screens around the track so 
fans could watch the race, built retaining 
walls to protect the fans and grandstands 
to seat them. Attendance estimates vary 

but by all accounts it appears that well 
over 100,000 attended the 3 day event. 
In the days leading up to race, many 
downtown streets were  shut down lead-
ing some citizens to grumble about the 
inconvenience and question the outlay of 
funds during tight budget times. Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, who lowered 
the flag that started the Indy race, lobbied 

vigorously for the city’s financial partici-
pation. Gilman graduate Jay Davidson, 
President of the Baltimore Racing Devel-
opment, along with the Mayor projected 
the city’s investment would pump up to 
$70 million of revenue for the city. In 
addition to the positive financial impact 
for Baltimore, was the fact that the race 
attracted many first time visitors to Bal-
timore and with the race being shown 
worldwide put Baltimore at the center of 
the map for Indy style open wheel racing 
to an international audience. When asked 
about whether the impact of the race 
was good for Baltimore, Anthony Kim 
(’13) commented, “Definitely, I’ve seen 
Baltimore in the news a lot more and the 
publicity is good.” By all accounts this 
inaugural Baltimore Grand Prix was a 
success and a contract has been signed 
by Baltimore Racing Development and 
Izod Indycar Series to bring the race 
aback for the next four years. In addition

continued on page 7

In Honor of Mrs. Ruth Williams
Teacher, Friend, Advisor, Colleague

Words cannot express what the fac-
ulty is feeling right now – it was such 
a devastation to learn of her passing. 
Mrs. Williams was a superb teacher 
who touched the intellectual and per-
sonal lives of countless students who 
remember her with utmost fondness. 
I know I speak for the whole faculty 
when I say how we feel for the family, 
but she has left a powerful legacy here 
at Gilman and she will be remem-
bered with respect and gratitude. 

Mrs. Turner, Upper School Head

I’ve known Mrs. Williams since I 
started teaching in the Lower School 
in 1974. She really helped me as I was 
teaching math to the 5th grade - espe-
cially when it came to teaching frac-
tions and common denominators – 
she was just a whiz in the classroom. 
She was always a great teacher and 
just a terrific advisor. She always went 
out of her way to be with the students. 
A true lady. She will be missed. 

Mr. Schmick, Headmaster

What I remember most about Ruthie 
– for a  couple years we ran the bridge 
club. Kids in her math class would 
visit her in the afternoons, for three 
years we played bridge in her office – 
it was a lot of fun.

Dr. Thornbery
 

She helped because she just wanted 
to help. It was all about wanting to be 
supportive. When Mr. Neun retired 
in 2004, she volunteered to keep the 
JV Basketball book, then she kept the 
freshman book when I started doing it 
four years ago. To be the JV bookkeeper 
is not a particularly high-profile job, yet 
she did it with enthusiasm and compe-

tence. That was the kind of thing that 
she would do – simple, below the radar 
generosity. 
 She was a math major, wrote this 
math curriculum, she’d done a lot of 
math things. But what a lot of people 
don’t know is that she was a terrific 
book reader – a voracious and insight-

ful one. She read attentively and 
thoughtfully – a few years ago when 
I was responsible for selecting the 
Mountcastle lecturer, I invited a 
woman named Katrina Kittle. One of 
the nice things about being responsi-
ble for it was that I got to take the lec-
turer out to dinner and I could invite 
some folks who would be particularly 
interested. We got to have her be a 
part of that dinner with Mr. Ledyard 
and his wife – that was a whole side 
of her people may not have known. 
 There was an awful lot about Mrs. 
Williams that people didn’t know 
because they were too busy solving 
for x. 

Mr. Christian

 What struck me about her was that 
she was just a wonderful colleague. 
You could talk with her and know that 
she would honor what you had to say 
and that she was not going to be shar-
ing that with anybody else. She was 
very respectful of your views – that 
was very comforting to know about 
her. 
 She was a wonderful teacher – 
the relationships she had with her 
advisees and also with her students 
continued long after they left Gilman. 

continued on page 3
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are with the terrorists.” Rather than 
uniting the country, the increasingly 
monolithic and antagonistic patriotism 
has taken away the diversity of opinions 
and perspectives that were the supposed 
bedrock of American culture. 
 The “9/11-generation” was too young 
to understand that the redefinition of 
American patriotism enabled the govern-
ment to twist the country’s ideological 
backbone. It did not object to the fact that 

the Patr iot Act 
negated the prom-
ises of the Bill of 
Rights through 
phone t appi ng 
and email surveil-
lance nor did it 
fight against the 
American occupa-
tion in Iraq. 
 A lthough the 
“9/11-generation” 
has lived before 
and after 9/11, it 
can only see the 
world through the 

lens of a post 9/11 zeitgeist. One of our 
generation’s greatest tragedies is that 
the post 9/11 ethos has prevented us 
from seeing ourselves from a multilateral 
international perspective. We have to ask 
ourselves why our values and actions 
anger the international community and 
how we can change the American percep-
tion abroad. 
 Ten years later, although we have 
memorialized the 9/11 victims with a 
newly built memorial, we are still rebuild-
ing. Now that the “9/11-generation” has 
neared adulthood it is time to examine 
the past decade, resurrect our interna-
tional image, and straighten our country’s 
ideological backbone.
      -Seth Gray (‘12)  As the debt ceiling debate inched for-

ward towards a potential government 
default and U.S. credit downgrade, 
what started out as an attempt to raise 
the debt ceiling became an argument 
over how many trillions of dollars were 
to be cut from Medicare, Medicaid, 
Social Security and other government 
funded programs. Both sides offered up 
solutions. The main point of conflict, 
however, came as Democrats refused 
to pass a deal with 
cuts to entitlement 
programs and Repub-
licans refused to push 
through a deal with-
out them. Just a week 
away from the dead-
line, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) proposed 
a deal that would 
cut 2.7 trillion dol-
lars over ten years, 
leaving entitlement 
programs untouched. 
House Speaker John 
Boehner (R- Ohio) 
came up with a plan to cut 1 trillion 
in discretionary cuts immediately and 
require a vote on entitlement spending 
cuts before November 2012. The deal 
that finally passed called for 1 trillion 
dollars in spending cuts over 10 years 
and a debt ceiling increase of 900 billion 
dollars. Though there were no immedi-
ate cuts to entitlement programs, the 
deal called for a small committee of 
12 members, six from each party, to 
discuss 1.5 trillion in additional cuts to 

What Happened?
Social Security, Medicare, and Medic-
aid. This new Super Committee came as 
an attempt to make passing legislation 
easier. However, if the American public 
are to assume that things are going to 
continue the way they have been in 
terms of partisan strong-arming, the 
new Super Congress will probably stall 
in 6 to 6 votes no matter what the issue 
is. From a Democratic perspective, 
the deal was both a success and a fail-

ure. While this could 
have been a chance 
for Democratic lead-
ers to push for tax 
increases on the 
wealthy and cuts in 
defense spending, 
all the focus turned 
to cuts in entitle-
ment programs. And 
although the debt 
ceiling was finally 
r a i se d ,  t he  U. S . 
credit was down-
graded, for the first 
time in history, from 
AAA to AA+. Though 

politicians on both sides have stated 
that the downgrade does not change 
the fact that U.S. credit is as good as 
it has ever been, it is an easy target for 
Republicans to use in the upcoming 
presidential election. All said, entitle-
ment programs are still untouched. 
Though the fight over the debt ceiling 
is now over, the issue of spending cuts 
will likely carry over into the final year 
of President Obama’s first term.  
            -Galen Rende (‘12)

 I was too young for the events of 
September 11, 2001 to have an impres-
sionable impact on my childhood; by the 
time I truly understood the horror and 
significance of 9/11 ten years later, too 
much time had passed for the tragedy to 
reshape my persona. 
 Yet at the same time, I believe that I 
am a member of the “9/11 generation”. 
Although those of us who remember 
being told of the news by our elementary 
school  teachers 
were not rocked 
by the rawness of 
the attacks, every 
day of the rest of 
our childhoods’ has 
been completely 
transformed.
 However, what is 
peculiar about the 
“9/11 generation” 
is that it doesn’t 
realize that it is 
the “9/11 genera-
tion”. For the last 
ten years of my life, 
war has been a constant. Unfortunately, 
after a decade of conflict, I have been 
desensitized by the seeming normalcy of 
war. 
 Whereas the post 9/11 transforma-
tions have shocked older generations, 
the “9/11-generation” has accepted them 
as normality. It does not understand that 
the one of the greatest consequences of 
the attacks has been the redefinition of 
American patriotism. After 9/11, patrio-
tism no longer solely required pride in 
the ideological backbone of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, but it also 
mandated that Americans support each 
government initiative. As former Presi-
dent George Bush stated in an address to 
a joint session of Congress on September 
20, 2001: “Either you are with us, or you 

Editorial: The 9/11 Generation
(continued from page 1)

one’s whole life and never encounter 
Christianity. However, what other reli-
gious background does Mr. Vishio have?
 First and foremost, he graduated 
from the University of Chicago Divinity 
School in 1994 with a Master of Divin-
ity degree. In addition to his degree, 
Mr. Vishio participated in a student 
internship at the First Presbyterian 
Church, taught as a religious educator at 
a Roman Catholic Church in Baltimore, 
a Quaker meeting house in Swarth-
more, PA, a United Church of Christ 
church, and a Disciples of Christ church. 
Furthermore, he served as a teaching 
assistant in Introduction to Buddhism, 
a course grader in Introduction to 
Christian Scripture, and a class instruc-
tor of Comparative Religious Thought 
at Villa Julie College (now Stevenson 
University).  Currently, Mr. Vishio is 
the president of consistory of First & St. 
Stephen’s in Baltimore County, is in the 
process of ordination in the U.CC., and 
is completing his dissertation in ethics. 
Mr. Vishio’s religious roots and commit-
ment to involvement truly define him as 
a highly knowledgeable new chaplain.
 Now although Gilman is by definition 
a non-denominational school (having 
no particular religious affiliation), the 
role of a chaplain still holds incredible 
importance. As Mr. Vishio commented 
in both his application and an interview, 
“The several purposes that I understand 
a chaplain at a relatively secular insti-
tution such as Gilman [are] to serve as 
an informative resource to the school 

community on matters pertaining 
to religion…to act as a counselor and 
companion…to function as an official 
representative and speaker at school 
assemblies or school-sponsored events 
that have a spiritual character… [and] to 
teach there is a greater good to which we 
are called to contribute.” In essence, the 
chaplain is a large part in what makes 
Gilman an accepting and knowledge-
able community. 
Excited and enthusiastic, Mr. Vishio 
looks forward to implementing new 
programs and initiatives this year. For 
instance, one of his visions is a morning 
prayer service, a 10-15 minute spiritual 
coming together at the start of the day. 
Also, Mr. Vishio plans to help a diver-
sity club each month organize a day 
long community service project, a goal 
initiated at “activity through service to 
bring about intercultural participation.”  
Finally, he looks to be more accessible 
to the middle and lower forms, since 
the chaplain is a school-wide position.
Nobody will be able to replace Mr. 
Kirby, and this year will be different 
without him. However, as Mr. Vishio 
points out, “in some ways it’s going to 
be the same…he advised and counseled 
students… that’s still going to be a sig-
nificant portion of what I am going to 
do.” Mr. Vishio’s history of involvement 
and dedication to religious awareness 
will surely make him an admirable and 
memorable chaplain. Mr. Vishio wants 
to stress that students can always come 
to him, as he concluded, “The door will 
always be open.”

Vishio Takes Over Kirby’s Duties
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 As we trade in our t-shirts for button-
downs, it is often difficult to really get 
excited about the prospect of returning 
to school. I don’t expect you to be getting 
pumped up about all of the homework 
you’re going to be doing or the tests you’re 
going to be taking, but I will say that at 
Gilman this year, there will always be 
something to get you excited. Whether 
on the stage, the athletic field, or in the 
stands, I hope you’re looking forward to 
supporting your school and your friends 
as much as I am.  
 The Student Council has been hard 
at work over the summer preparing for 
what’s sure to be an amazing year. There 
really is a lot to look forward to, but for 
now, I’ll just list a few highlights. Despite 
the major calendar change of Homecom-
ing weekend being moved from the fall 
to the spring, there will still be a fall 

dance in the old gym. I know what you’re 
thinking, but don’t worry, the Spring 
Dance is already on the calendar. You 
can also expect the return of town halls 
and student run assemblies with limited 
faculty presence. Of course, the Spirit 
Committee, led by Andrew Harris, will 
be out in full force, looking for all of the 
loud voices and painted bodies that it can 
get. Also, I have personally met with Ms. 
Celeste, the head of dining services here 
at Gilman throughout the summer and it 
is my hope that this input, combined with 
the addition of a new chef, will turn the 
lunch program in the right direction. 
To those of you who already know me and 
those of you who don’t, welcome back. I 
can’t wait to see each and every one of 
you and start what’s sure to be a great 
school year.
         -Alec Tarantino (‘12)

Letter to the Editor: 
From the School President

“It will be up to you to see where this 
goes.” 

 With these words, Dr. Kelly trans-
ferred control of the Senior Leadership 
Program to its first group of senior lead-
ers, charging them with the responsibility 
to make this experiment a success. The 
program, a former Gilman staple, pro-
vides a much-needed addition to the cur-
rently limited opportunities for seniors to 
offer meaningful leadership and service 
to the school. However, unlike club presi-
dents or team captains, these seniors have 
no guidelines or precedents to determine 
what they ought to accomplish in the 
upcoming year. Instead, they will define 
their own role within the community, a 
process that may involve many stumbles 
and setbacks as they learn to navigate the 
precarious path between the demands of 
students, teachers, and administrators. 
Upper School Head Mrs. Turner foresees 
a period of “trial and error” during which 
the program will experiment with many 
different initiatives as it establishes its 
place within the Gilman community. 
Because of their “open role,” the senior 
leaders have much more freedom to 
choose where and how they will get 
involved, but with that freedom comes 
the added responsibility of setting a good 
precedent for future senior leaders. As the 
pioneers of this nascent program, they 
will determine which path the program 
will take in the years to come. “This pro-
gram will allow the boys to practice and 
test their leadership skills,” explains Ms. 
Turner, because they will “lead by exam-
ple” even after their tenure at Gilman is 
complete.
 Forging a new direction for the school 
makes for an exciting but challenging 
task. Consequently, it is of paramount 
importance that the seniors chosen to 
embark on this journey be equipped 
with the skills necessary to effectively 
lead their peers; the success or failure of 
the program hangs in the balance. Upper 
School faculty considered qualities such 
as maturity, fortitude, empathy, and the 
other intangibles as they handpicked 
students for nomination to the program. 
Afterwards, a committee of eleven teach-
ers drawn from various departments 
convened to discuss the relative merits 
of each candidate, as exemplified  in 
the classroom, athletic field, stage and 
other venues on campus. Finally, after a 
preliminary culling round, they voted on 
each candidate and offered positions to 
the 14 seniors.
 During their first meeting, the seniors 
voted unanimously against creating a so-
called “leader of the senior leaders,” pre-
ferring instead to share their responsibili-
ties equally. They also resolved to enlist 
the help of students outside the program 
for certain projects, thus demonstrating 
the humility to which the “Gilman Five” 
teaches them to aspire. In particular, 
they acknowledged the role that Student 
Council would play in helping them to 
lead the school during the upcoming 
year, and discussed ways in which they 
could supplement that role rather than 
supplant it. Take, for example, the daily 
assemblies: these allow the Student 
Council officers to hone their leadership 
skills by making public announcements 

and directing faculty announcements. 
Instead of taking over this role, senior 
leaders will support it by patrolling the 
aisles to check attendance and maintain 
order. 
 Dean of Students Mr. White explained 
the difference between senior leaders 
and Student Council by calling the senior 
leaders the “outside face” of the school 
and the Student Council the “inside face.” 
While class officers occupy a very promi-
nent place within the Gilman campus, 
there remains a gaping hole in student 
representation off campus; the school 
needs people who can travel out of state 
for alumni events and business trips. The 
senior leaders offer the perfect solution 
to this problem. Because of the greater 
freedom afforded to them,, they can fill 
in wherever needed, and provide both a 
valuable and unique contribution to the 
school. 
 Many of the duties senior leaders 
will take on this year were formerly left 
to teachers. The switch not only frees 
up more of the teachers’ time, but also 
provides more effective leadership than 
before because of the unique connec-
tion seniors have with younger students. 
Initiatives such as policing CT-20 will 
benefit from the way freshmen trust and 
admire seniors, promoting a leadership 
method based on mutual respect rather 
than punitive measures. As one senior 
leader commented, “You shouldn’t even 
have to tell them you are a senior leader 
– just being there should be enough.” 
Unfortunately, busy senior schedules 
make a constant, vigilant presence dif-
ficult to maintain. Therefore, they will 
take such duties in shifts with only two 
or three seniors there at a time, and meet 
often to work out schedules and evaluate 
progress. Eventually, such monitoring 
duties may even spread to the library and 
study hall.
 The program’s first achievement as 
a group was the New Teacher Institute. 
On August 29, they introduced Gilman’s 
new teachers to the school in a forum that 
took place behind closed doors, with only 
the participating students and teachers 
allowed inside. This seclusion ensured 
that the seniors could give an accurate 
and informative picture of the school 
without feeling pressured by the pres-
ence of administrators or other teach-
ers. Afterwards, the seniors led the new 
teachers on a walking tour, which allowed 
them to talk in a less formal setting about 
school life at Gilman. The seniors who led 
the activity felt that the walking tour gave 
them a better opportunity to engage the 
new teachers because it was a more natu-
ral setting to give a student’s perspective.
 The senior leadership program will 
change Gilman by destroying the cyni-
cism and apathy that plague the student 
body. Bored, listless freshmen invariably 
become bored, listless seniors. However, 
this negative cycle can be replaced with a 
positive one of invigoration and renewal. 
Thanks to much hard work and careful 
planning, an exciting opportunity now 
exists for seniors to lead and serve outside 
of elected office. Now, they have a greater 
responsibility to their classmates and to 
the school as a whole to make this pro-
gram succeed.

Fledgling Program Takes 
Flight: Senior Leadership

By Joseph whiTe

Mrs. Williams, Remembered
(continued from page 1)

They found something in her that they 
really admired and that they really 
responded to. She continued her role as 
advisor, which turned into a friendship 
with many of her advisees. 
  Mr. Neun (retired faculty)

 She was the most humble, down to 
earth person I have ever met. I loved 
her as a teacher junior year, but it wasn’t 
until my senior year that I saw that 
she would do anything for one of her 
students. Last year, I was failing in her 
class, so I was ruled ineligible to play 
baseball, which she could tell was the 
thing I wanted to do most in the world. 
There was a point where I don’t think it 
was mathematically possible for me to 
pass the second semester given the few 
remaining assignments that were left. 
One day she pulled me aside after class, 
and I was completely expecting her to 
yell at me for sleeping in class and doing 
none of the homework. But instead, she 
said that she completely agreed with 
what I was doing. She told me the story 
of her son, a very bright kid, but not 
quite ready to jump into the big world 
straight out of high school. So instead 
of getting all his degrees immediately 
and working his butt off in college, he 
was more relaxed and took his time. 
He is a very successful kid. All in all, 
Mrs. Williams taught me to do what my 
heart told me to do. Success will always 
come to those who work hard enough 
to obtain it, but it’s also important 
to have fun in life and prioritize cor-
rectly. My first priority second semester 
senior year was to enjoy my final days 
at Gilman with my friends and team-
mates and leave a great lasting memory 
of myself in the halls of Gilman. And 
she knew that and respected it. I feel 
like she just did what was in the best 
interest of each individual student. A 
teacher like her is rare, which is why I 
was crushed when I heard she passed. 
Gilman lost one of the greatest teachers 
it has ever had, but it’s up to you guys to 
make sure her memory and leadership 
lives on forever in the halls of Gilman 
and the hearts of its students.

John Durham (’11)

 We salute this Grande Lady who has 
made a big mark on all who had the 
chance to know her. Ruthie demanded 
an honest effort from her math students 
but she was fair in her evaluations and 
always tried to view their attempted 
solutions in the most favorable light. 
 Ms. Williams took all of her assign-
ments seriously and was the ultimate 
advisor, frequently lunching with indi-
vidual advisees in an attempt to know 
and serve them personally. 
 A talented athlete during her school 
days, Ms. Williams was called on to 
coach at several of her assignments and 
during her later years was a valuable 
manager at the scorer’s tables in wres-
tling and basketball.  She could always 
provide accurate insight into key plays 
and situations that were game changers. 
 Ruthie was also a real party girl. She 
was a skilled bridge player and regularly 
hosted elegant dinner parties for large 
crowds of admiring friends.  She was 
an excellent cook and each evening 
she prepared a wide variety of elegant 
dishes with her husband.
 A lady with real integrity who relent-
lessly pursued justice, she was quick to 
offer support to those in need.  She was 
not afraid to stand alone if the going 
got tough.  She was loyal to her family 
and friends.  She often said she hated 
funerals and said she planned to skip 
her own if possible. 
 It is said that we can’t control the 
way we die but we can do much with 
the way we live.  Ms. Wiliams  packed 
much into her time on earth and we are 
all enriched by her memories, her style 
and her dedication.  Ruthie Williams: 
a big success story and a bigger loss as 
Gilman’s Lady of Math. 

Jerome Wolf (retired faculty)

 She never forgot my birthday - she 
set a high bar as a friend and as a 
mentor. She was thoughtful, gra-
cious - she was the epitome, almost 
pathologically so, of a fabulous host. 
She and her husband would greet you 
with  a huge smile and a hug, followed 
by trays of the most delicious food. 
I’ll miss her for her enthusiasm for 
teaching, friendship, and her beautiful 
smile.

Linda Trapp



September 19, 2011          Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXI No. 1page 4

 Mr. John Brandon’s resume is impres-
sive to say the least. The author of two 
published novels, Arkansas and Citrus 
County, as well as a number of shorter 
works, he has landed a cover story on 
the New York Times Sunday Book 
Review, and will be writing as a col-
lege football columnist for ESPN’s Bill 
Simmons’  sports-and-culture spinoff 
website Grantland this fall. And for 2011-
2012, Mr. Brandon will serve as Gilman 
School’s 2011-2012 Tickner Writing 
Fellow.
 Despite this incredible success, Mr. 
Brandon was not one who envisioned 
himself publishing a book in his youth. 
As is the case with a multitude of authors, 
writing gradually found him and in a 
rather spontaneous manner.
 “It was only in the tenth and eleventh 
grades that I started reading books a lot 
at night,” he recalled, “but even then, it 
didn’t really occur to me that real people 
like us actually wrote these books.  The 
entire concept of writing as a career 
started to click after my freshman year in 
college, when I took a course in writing 
fiction.  Something kind of spoke to me 
after that, because I began taking writing 
much more seriously.”
 Mr. Brandon spent his childhood 
enjoying the warm, pleasurable weather 
on the outskirts of Tampa, Florida where 
he attended public schools and played 
soccer, basketball, and tennis. 
 He says, "Because of the weather, we 
didn't really have the concept of seasons.  
Winter was much like summer, which 
was the same as the spring.  There wasn't 
much to do around there either, sports 
were basically what most of us were cen-
tered around." 
 Following his high school graduation, 
Mr. Brandon made the decision to attend 
college at the University of Florida where 
he discovered his lifetime pleasure and  
imminent career path.
 When he completed his four years of 
college, majoring in English, Mr. Brandon 
took a ride on the Reading Railroad to 
the Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri, where he earned his Master of 
Fine Arts in Fiction.
 Soon after, his wife, Heather, obtained 
a job as an occupational therapist with a 
company that relocated her every three 

months. Together, they took a three-year 
cross-country trip to over ten different 
locations in the continental U.S.  Among 
the different states they lived in were 
Arizona, California, Maine, New Mexico, 
Tennessee, and Virginia.  
 When asked how he worked while 
moving so often from place to place, 
Mr. Brandon said, "The economy was a 
lot better then, so I was usually able to 
find work here and there doing whatever 
needed to be done. But," he continued, "I 
always found time to write on the side."  
 Towards the end of his travels, how-
ever, the economy slowed, and they 
decided to settle down for a while in 
Mississippi, before landing in Baltimore 
and at Gilman. Meanwhile, Mr. Brandon 
began to consider publishing his works, 
the ultimate challenge for an up-and-
coming writer.
 "I was fortunate enough to know about 
this one publisher, McSweeney's in San 
Francisco, and they prided themselves 
on reading every twenty-five pages of 
anything that anyone ever sent them," 
he said with a laugh. "So I decided to give 
it a try and sent them twenty-five pages 
of Arkansas, my first novel. They took a 
look at it, asked to see the rest, and then 
agreed to publish it.  I'm really thankful 
to them, because as far as I know, there 
aren't many McSweeney’s out there."
 In the following year while at the 
Upper School, Mr. Brandon will be teach-
ing one section of a senior elective for 
fictional writing each semester. In addi-
tion, he will continue editing the final 
draft of what will become his third novel. 
Currently titled A Million Heavens, the 
book is set to release in June of 2012.
 Mr. Brandon enthusiastically views the 
Tickner Fellowship as "the best of both 
worlds!" He remarks, "Not only do I get a 
fantastic opportunity to work with young 
writers in a great environment, but I also 
get time to continue writing on the side. 
I'm really grateful to be at Gilman, and 
for the students who will be in my class, 
get ready to write a whole lot!" 
 With his enthusiasm and literary 
experience, Mr. Brandon will certainly 
provide an enriching addition to the 
Gilman community this year.

Check out his column online at 
www.grantland.com! 

Tale of a New Tickner
By eThan park

 Gilman was never just a school or an 
alma mater for Chris Flint, but was rather 
a home away from home. A 2007 graduate 
of Gilman, Mr. Flint confesses that after 
attending the school for thirteen years 
and interning in the pub lab during col-
lege summers, the longest he has been 
away from Gilman since he was six years 
old was five months spent in England. 
Now returning as this year’s Cooper 
Fellow in the Upper School, Mr. Flint 
rightfully admits “I really never left.”
 During his sophomore year at Gilman, 
Mr. Flint responded to a call for help on 
the school’s production of Grease by lend-
ing a hand to the stage crew. He recalls 
that “there was a day where I just grabbed 
a cordless drill and built a gigantic stair-

Flint (‘07) Returns for 
Cooper Fellowship

 Along with new lockers and new class-
rooms, the start of a fresh school year 
always brings several new members into 
the Gilman community. After losing two 
of its former greats (Mr. Jerome Wolf and 
Mrs. Ruth Williams), the Gilman math 
department was undoubtedly in need of 
some fresh staff.  This year, Mr. James 
Kraft will be joining the math depart-
ment to fill the void. Mr. Kraft carries 
tremendous experience that he is thrilled 
to share with both the students as well as 
the teachers. 
 After growing up in New York City, 
Mr. Kraft earned his undergraduate 
degree from Stony Brook University, a 
Master’s degree from Brown University 
and a Ph.D. from University of Maryland. 
He was teaching at Ithaca College in 
upstate New York when a job opportunity 
as a cryptologic mathematician at the 
National Security Agency (NSA) brought 
him down to Maryland. He worked for 
the NSA for several years but eventually 
found his way back to the classroom. Mr. 
Kraft said, “I enjoyed the job but I just 
missed the teaching.” 
 Along with having taught at Ithaca, 
Mr. Kraft has also taught at Beth T’filoh, 
Howard County Community College, 
and several other schools in the Mary-

land area. Throughout his entire career, 
however, whether it was college or high 
school, Mr. Kraft has always taught math-
ematics, giving him plenty of knowledge 
to share. 
 Mr. Kraft comes from a large family 
of teachers including his father as well as 
his three siblings. He said, “teaching was 
something I always wanted to do” and 
“I’ve always loved math.” This year Mr. 
Kraft will be teaching Honors Geometry, 
Calculus AB, and BC Precalculus. Mr. 
Kraft is especially excited to integrate 
some of the unique topics that Gilman 
offers into the more traditional curricu-
lum that he is used to.  
  He learned about Gilman through 
an old friend, Mr. David Portnoy, who 
taught at the school. He was well aware 
of what he called Gilman’s “very profes-
sional reputation as well as very strong 
academic reputation.” Mr. Kraft said, “I 
very much enjoy teaching high school and 
it just seemed like a perfect fit here.”  Out-
side of the classroom Mr. Kraft regularly 
enjoys reading as well as playing chess. 
He also enjoyed playing both soccer and 
tennis in his younger years. Mr. Kraft will 
surely not be confined to the limits of the 
classroom when it comes to sharing his 
knowledge with Gilman. 
 

Jim Kraft Joins Math Dept.
By kyle TaranTino

By MaTThew schlerf
case that took up a quarter of the set. 
From then on there was no going back.” 
Mr. Flint went on to do stage crew for 
the next three Gilman productions, ulti-
mately receiving the Class of 1952 Drama 
Prize his senior year for his work with the 
theatre program.
 Mr. Flint’s passion for theatre led him 
to Franklin & Marshall College where 
he earned a B. A. in Theatre Design and 
American Studies. “I got a job in the scene 
shop right off the bat,” recalls Mr. Flint. 
“My sophomore year we were about three 
weeks from opening our production of 
Cabaret and they realized they had no 
sound designer. I’d never done it before, 
but I thought I would give it a try.” He 
adds with a laugh that “that was probably 
one of the worst mistakes I’ve ever made, Tickner Fellow Mr. John Brandon is a published novelist, sports columnist, and 

now Gilman School faculty member (Photo by John Chirikjian).

Mr. Jim Kraft stands on the Harris Terrace (Photo by John Chirikjian).

(continued on page 5)
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because I became their de facto sound 
designer. I think I designed every show 
I was on campus for.”Combined with 
his first shows at Gilman, Mr. Flint has 
worked on over twenty theatrical produc-
tions in the past seven years, orchestrat-
ing everything from light, sound, and 
stage design. 
 After graduating college, Mr. Flint was 
faced with three main options: continu-
ing straight into graduate school, starting 
an apprenticeship at a regional theatre, 
or coming back to Gilman. “Coming 
to Gilman [was] the best,” he asserts, 
“because I’ll be working with students, 
I’ll have some teaching experience, and 
I’ll get to build my portfolio which is a 
key part of the application for graduate 
school.” After eventually completing 
graduate school and receiving his Masters 
in Fine Arts, Mr. Flint hopes to become 
a technical director at a high school or a 
small liberal arts college.
 As Cooper Fellow, Mr. Flint will be 
managing the Auditorium this year, 
preparing it for every event and coordi-
nating the space to ensure that no events 
conflict. He will also be doing design work 
for both Upper School shows, as well as 
helping out with the Middle School show. 
Mr. Flint’s office will be on the second 

 With the Math department seeking 
two new teachers at the end of the last 
school year, Gilman was lucky to find Mr. 
Troy Wilson, who previously taught at 
the Severn School in Severna Park, MD, 
looking for a new home. 
 Mr. Wilson came into contact with 
Gilman last December when he ran into a 
few Varsity football coaches at an All-Star 
Game. As a student, football was a part 
of Mr. Wilson’s life, at St. Olaf College in 
Minnesota. He played as a “utility man,” 
usually playing quarterback but also 
playing in other roles when needed. In 
addition to  football. Mr. Wilson threw 
the javelin and the hammer and ran the 
200-meter dash and the 400. 
 He has always been interested by 
same-sex education - “As a student, you’re 
not afraid to put yourself out there; girls 
and boys in the equation, it changes 
things,” he remarks. He worked with an 
all-boys student body while coaching 
football at St. Albans’ in DC, but has never 
taught in such a classroom. “Students are 
more willing to take risks in a same-sex 
environment,” he notes, “people are a 
little less concerned about other people’s 
perceptions of them.”
 Mr. Wilson came to Gilman not only to 
“broaden [his] horizons,” but also because 
it’ll be an easier commute for his wife, the 
Assistant Middle School Head at Sandy 
Springs Friends School in Montgomery 
County. Prior to teaching Algebra 3, 
Precalculus, and Calculus at Severn, Mr. 
Wilson taught at two schools in Virginia: 
Flint Hill and James Madison High. 
 Mr. Wilson’s pre-college life was 
certainly a very unique one. With his 
father in the Armed Services, he moved 
around the country thirteen times before 
graduating high school. He spent his high 

school years in three different countries, 
moving from a small school in Yermo, 
California to Nuremberg, Germany, and 
finally the Canal Zone in Panama. While 
he lived in American military housing, 
Mr. Wilson experienced a lot of Panama 
and Germany. “I was given a free pass 
by my parents to get out and explore,” he 
reminisces. 
 He brought his athleticism abroad, 
joining a club soccer team during his 
time in Germany. Playing with team-
mates who spoke only broken English 
made it “important that I learn enough 
to get out and communicate and be able 
to explore.” He then moved to Panama 
for his senior year, and “gave up [his] 
broken German for broken Spanish.” The 
contrast between Mr. Wilson’s homes was 
fairly stark: Moving from a westernized 
and developed life in Nuremberg to the 
“third-world, developing” environment 
of Panama was quite a drastic change. 
“Panama was a very unique country – 
there was a culture shock going from 
Europe to Panama,” he remembers. 
Mr. Wilson’s travels have made him 
appreciate the value of foreign exchange 
programs – while he regrets not taking 
advantage of exchange opportunities in 
college, he would “highly recommend it 
to students – to get out and do stuff.” 
 Here at Gilman, Mr. Wilson will be 
coaching three seasons, working with 
the Varsity Football team, Wrestling, and 
Track, in addition to teaching mathemat-
ics. “I love math,” Mr. Wilson says, “Each 
person is going to approach a problem in 
a different way and that’s fascinating. I 
love to help students figure out material 
that’s challenging.” He is also excited 
about immersing himself in other aspects 
of Gilman life – “I love to be active, I’ll do 
whatever’s asked of me.”

Mr. Troy Wilson Moves from 
Severna Park to Gilman

By rishi Bedi

Mr. Sport Heads to History 
Department

floor in the Digital Media Lab, which he 
will be running and proctoring.
 Mr. Flint will undoubtedly be a huge 
addition to this year’s theatre program. 
Having witnessed Mr. Flint’s work on 
his own Gilman productions, Mr. Rowell 
remarks that “Chris comes back to us 
with a really impressive amount of stage 
design experience and practical applica-
tion experience in the theater under his 
belt, and I know our theater program is 
going to benefit enormously this year 
because of his presence.” He assures that 
“everybody who gets to meet and work 
with [Mr. Flint] this year will find that he 
is not only a gifted designer and techni-
cal expert, but a fantastic role model, an 
energetic young teacher, and a seasoned, 
fully-rounded theater person and advo-
cate for the arts. “
 With his own passion for theatre 
having started at Gilman, Mr. Flint 
encourages everyone to take part in one 
of the many productions that the tri-
school offers. “It’s a great experience and 
a great way to meet people,” he chimes, 
“I would encourage anybody to try out 
for the musical, come help crew, just get 
involved. And if you can’t, at least go to 
see the show and support your friends”.
 Whether he’s in the Auditorium or 

the Digital Media 
Lab, Mr. Fl int 
will surely have 
a great presence 
and impact on 
the Gilman com-
munit y.  Whi le 
his position as 
Cooper Fel low 
may only last a 
year, I’m sure his 
dedication to the 
school and his 
passion for the 
arts will inspire 
us all for years to 
come.

 Coming off of the departure of vet-
eran teachers Mr. Carey and Mr. Julius, 
the history department seeks to recover 
from its losses with some help from new 
teacher Jason Sport. Mr. Sport grew up 
in a town north of Boston and graduated 
from Boston College not with a degree in 
history but rather in Economics. When 
asked if he always thought he would be 
a history teacher, Mr. Sport candidly 
explained that during college and the 
first year after graduating, he did not 
really seriously consider the possibil-
ity. After graduating from the school of 
management at BC, he landed a job as 
an investment banker. Sadly, only a short 
while afterwards, the company he was 
employed with went under. During this 
time, he was really forced to reevaluate 
his career choices and decide upon a job 
that would be perhaps a bit more enjoy-
able than his previous one. Opting out of 
banking, he realized that teaching was 
something that he genuinely enjoyed 
and something he jokingly claimed was 
somewhat “more meaningful than invest-
ment banking.” As a student at BC he had 
played baseball and then afterwards had 

assisted in coaching. He enjoyed this 
opportunity to teach others and finally 
decided that since investment banking 
had not gone too well for him, he would 
pursue becoming a teacher.
 Mr. Sport taught world history and 
economics at The Williston Northampton 
School for three years prior to applying 
for the position he currently holds at 
Gilman now. When Mr. Sport decided 
it was time to look for a new teaching 
position, he submitted his resume online 
to a placement firm for independent 
school teaching positions. A short while 
afterwards, Mr. Sport stated that he 
was attending a basketball game when 
the head of the history department, Mr. 
Honohan, sent him an email. He was 
offered a position and in July, and moved 
from his home in Massachusetts down 
to Maryland. The transition was at least 
somewhat difficult for him as it took a 
while for him to get used to the humid-
ity and at times, extreme heat. Overall, 
though Mr. Sport has enjoyed his first 
few months in Maryland. He notes that 
the people are very nice and that there are 
several great restaurants he likes to visit.
 Mr. Sport will be teaching both World 
Cultures and European Civilization. 

He says he is more excited about world 
cultures because he is a little more famil-
iar with the class and because he feels 
comfortable with the curriculum for it, 
he playfully adds, but he is also excited 
about teaching Euro Civ.  When asked 
what classes he would like to teach or 
establish in the future, he remarked that 
he would like to see an economics class. 
He says he saw some sort of economics 
class offered at Bryn Mawr, but would like 
to teach one here at Gilman. Outside of 
teaching, Mr. Sport will be the head coach 

of the fresh-soph football team in the fall 
and will serve as the assistant varsity 
baseball coach in the spring. Though he 
said he will be a member on a diversity 
committee, eventually, he said, he would 
like to join some other clubs once he has 
become more familiar with Gilman. In 
his spare time, Mr. Sport loves to play golf 
and watch baseball. In fact, he claims to 
be an associate scout for the Toronto Blue 
Jays. In regards to other hobbies outside 
of sports, Mr. Sport said he enjoys follow-

(continued on page 6)

By noah delwiche

Mr. Flint, Continued from Page 4

Mr. Troy Wilson joins Gilman after teaching at the Severn School 
(Photo by John Chirikjian). 

Mr. Chris Flint reclines for 
the camera (Photo by

John Chirikjian).
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 After many rumors and a lot of 
speculation from the student body and 
the faculty, the Science Building is now 
equipped with forty-eight new solar 
panels. Installed during the last two 
weeks of July, these solar panels are 
designed to save energy and money for 
Gilman, as well as play an important 
role in an updated science curriculum. 
More importantly, however, these panels 
signify a step forward in protecting the 
environment on a local and national 
scale.
 Thanks to a generous donor, the 48 
panels were able to financed and installed 
on the south side of campus.  Middle 
schoolers will see these panels as they 
play pillball while upper schoolers can 
gaze at the blue plates as they walk back 
from the athletic buildings. The panels 

will serve as constant reminder of Gil-
man’s commitment to protecting the 
environment.
 After the major renovation of Carey 
Hall and the construction of the incred-
ibly efficient Lumen Center, Gilman has 
showed an undeniable effort in sustain-
ability and environmental protection. 
Projects such as the grass roof of the 
Lumen Center, composting bins in the 
new dining hall and the annual Clean 
Stream event every spring are significant 
highlights of Gilman’s “green” campus. 
But now, the solar panels are a clear 
symbol of sustainability and progression 
into making Gilman a more earth friendly 
place.
 The solar panels serve as more than 
symbols for sustainability; the science 
behind the panels allows teachers to 
incorporate them into the curriculum. 
Students ranging from freshmen to 
seniors will be able to see the direct 
impact the panels have by monitoring 
the energy saved through a kiosk. “A 
kiosk will display real-time output from 
the panels and archived data from the 
panels”, Mr. Siwinski said when asked 
about the solar panels. Teachers and 
students will be able to interact first hand 
with the panels and see how effectively 
the panels will reduce energy consump-
tion and increase money saved. 
 The panels will have a maximum 
output of about 250 watts each, which 
brings the whole set to about 12,000 
watts. With so many panels working 
together, is easy to see how much energy 
will be saved. 

 Although students will learn more 
about how solar cells work, it is important 
for the entire community to know how 
solar, or photovoltaic, cells function. The 
main element in the solar cell is a series 
of layers made up of glass, silicon and 
electron contact layers. An upper level of 
the cell has an abundance of electrons, 
while the bottom layer is treated to have 
a dearth of electrons, creating two levels, 
one charged positively and the other 
charged negatively. When the electrons 
get energy from the sun’s light rays, they 
pass through a circuit, which then creates 
the electricity.  Then, an inverter must 
transform this direct current electric-
ity into alternating current electricity 
so that we can plug in our laptops and 
light fixtures.  Another important part 
of the system is the meter. This meter 
keeps track of how much energy is and 
is not being used. So, on cloudy days or 

at night, the solar panels are still able 
to function and be of use. [More infor-
mation can be found online at www.
howsolarworks.1blog.org.]
 Installing solar panels is another issue, 
as it is important to have the panels facing 
the south. Since Gilman is situated in the 
Northern Hemisphere of the Earth, the 
south gets the most exposure to sunlight. 
This is another reason why the science 
building was a perfect spot for these 
panels because of the sloped roof facing 
south. Also, there is nothing to impede 
the light from reaching the solar panel, 
which is extremely important since one 
blocked solar cell can decrease that very 
cell’s electrical output by 50%.
 These solar panels will be a great 
centerpiece for Gilman’s Environmental 
Club. Although Mr. Carey will no longer 
be sponsoring the club, Dr. Harris has 
offered to take over Mr. Carey’s role. 
Along with the new leadership and the 
new solar panels, the Gilman Environ-
mental Club has placed a bulletin board 
outside of Dr. Mojzisek’s office. The 
members of the Environmental Club will 
be posting articles concerning recent 
environmental news and events. Also, the 
club will continue to highlight the influ-
ence of the turbococinas, the revolution-
ary invention that Dr. Salcedo’s cousin 
presented during an assembly last year.
 Any further questions about the solar 
panels or the Gilman Environmental 
Club can be directed to Mr. Siwinksi, Mr. 
Furlong, Dr. Harris or Brett Brodsky.

-ing technology. Informed that some 
other members of the history depart-
ment will be integrating iPads into their 
classes, he said he approves and likes 
the use of technology in the classroom.  
Mr. Sport is most looking forward to 
the school year and getting to know 
everybody, including the teachers. He 

recalled an embarrassing encounter 
he had with fellow history department 
teacher Mr. Herman.  As Mr. Herman 
came up to Mr. Sport in the athletic 
center and started to speak to him, 
Mr. Sport, not knowing what depart-
ment his colleague taught in, politely 
asked “What do you do?”, to which Mr. 
Herman responded “We’ve met before.”

continued from page 5

Mr. Sport Comes to Gilman

 With the departure of Mr. Carey and 
Mr. Julius, the History Department was 
in need of new staff. Luckily, the depart-
ment has found Mr. Lee Hadbavny, who 
will teach both World Cultures and 
European Civilization, to contribute to 
its intellectual nucleus.
 Born in a suburb of Cleveland, Ohio, 
Mr. Hadbavny has had a passion for medi-
eval history since fifth grade. “As a kid, I 
was drawn to medieval history because 
of knights, castles, and Indiana Jones: 
The Last Crusade,” he explains, “but as 
I got older, I became increasingly aware 
of its richness. On the surface, it seems 
colorless, gray, and backward, but the 
more you get into it, the more you realize 
and experience the rich intellectual and 
cultural atmosphere of the time period.”
 “It is different than Greece and Rome; 
the more layers you peel off, the more 
interesting it becomes,” he contin-
ues, “Because we live in such a Post-
Renaissance world where everything is 
influenced by the Greeks and Romans, 
I feel like medieval history is more of a 
challenge. It has a sense of a heroic intel-
lectual experience.”
 Mr. Hadbavny attended a high school 
in which over one fourth of the school 
was in the marching band. A drummer in 
high school, he later became the president 
of the Princeton University Marching 
Band. As a student at Princeton, he not 
only pursued his interest in medieval 
history, but he also hung out with Ellie 
Kemper, famous for her role as Erin in 
“The Office.”

 After getting his Bachelor’s degree 
from Princeton, Mr. Hadbavny attended 
Columbia University to get his PhD. 
“While I was a graduate student, I 
realized I enjoyed teaching as much 
as research and it was a passion that I 
wanted to explore,” he remarks. Before 
coming to Gilman, he taught world his-
tory, world religion, and philosophy at 
both the Pingry School in New Jersey and 
Barnard College, an affiliated college of 
Columbia.
 Although Mr. Hadbavny has taught 
within the all girls environment of Bar-
nard, he has no previous experience in 
a boys’ school. He bought into Gilman’s 
philosophy of same-sex education how-
ever, during his interview and demo class. 
“I left after the day being sold on the idea 
of single sex education because I felt a 
real sense of camaraderie at Gilman that 
I wasn’t used to. It was very relaxed, yet at 
the same time collective, and purposeful 
academic energy.”
 In addition to his duties within the 
classroom, Mr. Hadbavny will be involved 
with the Model UN program. Starting 
at the Pingry School, and despite not 
participating in neither high school nor 
college, he “loves how kids get into the 
role-playing and ask thought provoking 
and challenging questions.” 
 Right now, Mr. Hadbavny feels settled. 
“Teaching in independent schools is what 
I want to do,” he explains, “I love the 
energy and the creativity that happens 
in the classroom. I hope to be here for a 
long time. It really feels like my home.”

Princeton, Columbia, 
Pingry, Now Gilman!

By seTh Gray

Gilman Goes Green:
New Solar Panels

By BreTT Brodsky

The completed solar panels! (Photo by Mr. Gorski)

Mr. Hadbavny joins Gilman 
as a history teacher and 
MUN adviser. (Photo by John 
Chirikjian)
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Football to Excel This Season

After falling one game short from 
repeating as MIA A “A” Conference 
champions in 2010, the Greyhounds are 
out for revenge in 2011. Ranked 2nd in 
the state (47th Nationally by ESPN Rise) 
going into the season, the football team 
looks to 2011 to improve on their very 
strong 2010 performance. Although they 
graduated Darrius Jennings, Maryland’s 
Gatorade Player of the Year, the team 
returns a strong core of players on both 
sides of the ball and is poised for a MIAA 
title run this season.  

Nearly intact from a season ago, the 
defense looks to capitalize on the expe-
rience of their eight returning starters, 
including six of the front seven. The 
defensive line will overwhelm oppo-
nents’ running games with their size 
and power and force them into passing 
situations allowing the linebackers to use 
their speed to pressure the quarterback. 
Speed off the edge by Kenneth Goins 
(‘12) and Melvin Keihn (‘14) coupled with 
a powerful inside push by Brian Gaia 
(‘12) and Henry Poggi (‘13) makes them 
nearly unblockable. The dominance up 
front allows the linebackers to use their 
speed and athleticism to make plays 
from sideline to sideline. Anchored in the 
middle by Micah Kiser (‘13) and flanked 
by Devon Porchia (‘12 ) and Miles Norris 
(‘13), the linebacking corps that the 
Hounds put out onto the field in 2011 is 
second to none. Their physicality alone 
makes it nearly impossible for opponents 
to run the ball, and they are fast enough 
to drop into pass coverage and disrupt 
the passing game that other teams will 
have to adopt once they are down mul-
tiple scores. The secondary is set to have 
a very strong showing in 2011 due to the 
dominance up front and their own ath-
leticism. CJ Jones (‘12), one of the most 
talented and highly recruited athletes in 
the state, is one of two returners in the 
secondary. Opposite Jones at cornerback 
is the speedy Malcolm Powers (‘12) and 
returning safety Wyatt Dickerson (‘13) is 
prepared for the multitude of balls that 
will be thrown his way after teams realize 
they cannot run the ball and fellow safety 

freshman Robert Branch (‘15) will turn 
heads beside Dickerson.

However, dominance is not just 
restricted to the defense. 2011 looks to 
be a year where the offense will outscore 
opponents and leave them begging for 
mercy. Speed at all positions will result 
in numerous big plays that will invigorate 
fans and demoralize opponents. New 
quarterback Shane Cockerille (‘13) steps 
in to lead the offense after transferring 
from Dematha Catholic and is poised to 
use his big arm to aid the passing attack 
this season. One of his favorite targets 
this season will be CJ Jones, who will 
use his versatility in the pass and run 
games to cause matchup nightmares for 
opposing defenders. Defenses will have to 
account for him on every play and shift 
coverage towards his side of the field in 
order to prevent him from tearing apart 
their secondary. The run game will be as 
dominant as ever this year because of the 
size of the offensive line. Led by two-way 
starter Brian Gaia, the line’s power and 
size will create huge holes in defenses, 
leading to big plays on the ground.

The dominance that fans will see this 
season was put on display on August 26th 
when the Greyhounds defeated Maryland 
Christian School 68-9. On the first play 
from scrimmage, quarterback Shane 
Cockerille ran 80 yards for a touchdown. 
The Hounds also scored on their second 
play, a CJ Jones 34 yard run. Scoring 55 
points in the first half showed the ath-
leticism and skill of the offense while the 
Defense only allowed a field goal. 

Although lopsided, the Maryland 
Christian game is not indicative of the 
Greyhounds schedule this year. The 
Hounds routed Virginia powerhouse 
Oscar Smith 51-27 at Morgan State and 
lost 26-21 in a heartbreaker to State #1 
Good Council (#19 nationally by ESPN 
Rise) on September 10th at the Naval 
Academy. In addition to these out of con-
ference games, the Greyhounds will face 
stiff competition from reigning MIAA 
“A” conference champs Calvert Hall at 
home on October 7th and bitter rivals 
McDonough, who they play for the 96th 
time in Owings Mills on November 5th. 

By Bosley JarreTT

Running to the Championship
By peTer dewire

Having lost only one dual meet last 
year and placing second in the MIAA 
championships, Gilman Varsity Cross 
Country has extremely high hopes for 
the 2011 season. The team lost only two 
seniors last year, so they will be return-
ing five of seven runners who have all 
been together for two or three years. The 
team will be captained by Will Meadows 
(‘12) and Forrest Naylor (‘12), who will 
be backed by seniors Kevin Chen (‘12), 
Matthew Schlerf (‘12), and young-blood 
Sam Zunkeler (‘13). This lineup leaves 
room for two more runners such as JV 
standouts Peter Merritt (‘12), John Stoller 
(‘13), and Theo Leasca (‘14). When asked 
about the upcoming season, co-captain 

Meadows said he is “very optimistic.” At 
the annual six mile time trial, seven guys 
finished under 39:00, with superstar Will 
Meadows setting a school record of 32:53. 
Both captains are very confident in this 
veteran team, and have set their sights 
on the MIAA championship and placing 
well at invitationals. The team’s tough-
est competition, Loyola, seems to be the 
only thing threatening their success, but 
Meadows firmly asserts, “We have a solid 
shot at taking them down.” Gilman Cross 
Country is an extremely hard-working 
team and a consistent powerhouse in the 
MIAA, though only time will tell whether 
they will hoist this year’s coveted cham-
pionship plaque.

to the prerace roadwork preparations, 
hundreds of police officers, firefighters, 
and city employs worked the 3 day event. 
A city employ said, “I’m a volunteer for 
3 days – 8 hour shifts. I run the gates, 
check wristbands, and when it comes 
time before the race, we do things like 
clear the pit area. That’s about it.” She 
goes on to say, “Volunteering doesn’t 
give us a seat, at least we get in the 
gates,” which was good enough for her. 
With 100,000 plus in attendance over 3 
days, lots of things could go wrong, but 
police stated nothing more serious than 
heat related calls such as dehydration 
required attention, and no major inci-
dences were reported.
 In addition to the Izod Indycar race, 
throughout the weekend at the Baltimore 
Grand Prix, fans could also watch the 
Firestone Indy Lights Series, the Ameri-
can Le Mans Series, the Star Mazda 
Series, and the F2000 Championship 
races. The main difference amongst the 
races were the types of cars being run 
in each race, ranging from high perfor-
mance street cars from BMW and Lotus,  
all the way up to the 650HP open wheel 
Indy style cars. For most of the racers 
and their crews, the weekend consisted 
of time trials leading up to race day.  Each 
racer is part of a team.  The team has an 
owner, Penzke Racing or Andretti Auto-
sport, with financial assistance, Indycar 
racing is very expensive, provided by 
various sponsors, Danica Patrick, one 
of the Indycar’s most popular racers, is 
sponsored by website provider Go Daddy, 
and each team has 50 or more people 
working to help their driver get to the 
winners circle. Before any of the cars 
were brought out onto the track, they 
were assembled in the Paddock which 
was located in the Convention Center. 
All of the eighteen wheeler trucks that 
carry the supplies and parts for each 
team and their racer(s) and car(s), some 
teams raced multiple cars, are located in 
the Paddock. Before and after every time 
trial or race, the crew teams dissemble 
and reassemble the cars so that they can 
make any minor changes that are needed 
to gain the competitive edge needed to 
win. Their main objectives are to make 
sure the cars are running properly and 
that there are no problems with the 
engine. According to a member the Shell 
Crew Team, “It depends on what’s wrong 

with the car, but usually we get here in the 
morning and it takes about an hour and a 
half to assemble the car, and then we get 
the motors heated up and ready to go for 
the race.” Street racing, like the Baltimore 
Grand Prix, places extra strain on the 
cars with constant acceleration, racers 
hit in excess of 175mph on the heading 
down the Pratt Street straightaway, and 
braking for the tight turns around the 
Inner Harbor, and that places a lot strain 
on the cars, the drivers, and their crews. 
Representatives from Goodyear tire indi-
cated cars will go through four to six sets 
of tires per race. Racers seem to like the 
challenge of street racing, as opposed to 
oval track racing, and claim it tests their 
skills as drivers. Once the crews are satis-
fied with the car in the Paddock, it is time 
to head to the Pits. The cars get towed 
to the Pits where the crews put on new 
tires, charge the car’s battery, and fill it 
with gas. According to driver Jay Cochran 
“We use isobutanol in our engines, a fully 
green fuel. Non-petroleum based fuel 
from natural esters and plant oils. This 
car is as green as it could be. Not affected 
speed at all” which keeps the air in the 
city from being polluted. 
 To kick off the IzodIndy Car Race at 
the Baltimore Grand Prix on Sunday, 
Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake dropped the Green flag to start 
the race, which lasted seventy-five laps. 
As the drivers raced around the course, 
the sold out crowd cheered them on over 
the deafening roar of the engines as they 
reached speeds of up to 180mph. Though 
the course was bumpy, racer Cochran 
said “Every street course is bumpy, you 
can tear them all apart, this one is very 
happy driver-wise,” which is a good sign 
for Baltimore and the event because this 
meant that drivers will want to partici-
pate in the race in the future years. No 
matter what road course the drivers are 
on Dirk Müller said, “Track circuits are 
always challenging – roads are hungry, 
they want to eat your car,” which is what 
happened to a couple cars throughout the 
weekend. In the end, Will Power, who is 
from Australia and is second in the point 
standings, pulled off another victory and 
captured the checkered flag in Baltimore. 
He currently is only five points behind 
point’s leader Dario Franchitti who fin-
ished in fourth place.

(continued from page 1)

The Baltimore Grand Prix

Football game spirit (Photos by Zach Pollack & John Chirikjian)
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Coming off of their first MIAA A 
conference championship in school his-
tory after beating McDonough in the 
finals 1-0, the Gilman soccer team has 
high expectations for the 2011 season. 
Coach Jon Seal is leading his team 
into uncharted territory: defending a 
championship season. Once again, the 
team is filled with incredible talent at all 
positions.   

The team is led by the incredible 
senior goalie Andrew Harris (‘12). Going 
into his fourth season on the varsity 
squad, Andrew is an explosive talent in 
the net. Whenever watching a Gilman 
soccer game, Andrew’s voice is easily 
heard from the stands as he barks out 
instructions to his teammates. Harris’ 
talents have not gone unnoticed by col-
leges as well. In fact, Andrew has verbally 
committed to play for the Wake Forest 
Demon Deacons in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina. However, Harris is not 
the only player who has recently com-
mitted to play in college. Fellow standout 
senior Christian Wulff (‘12) has com-

mitted to play at West Point. Harris and 
Wulff are joined by a stellar group of 
athletes including striker Cotter Brown 
(‘12), left back Michael Dunbar (‘12), 
center back Tanner Vosvick (‘13), and 
center midfielder Sam Wancowicz (‘14). 
These Greyhounds will have to work hard 
this year to make up for the loss of seven 
seniors who graduated last year, three of 
whom started. Christian Wulff had this 
to say about this year’s squad, “We have 
a core group of seniors this year that 
have been on the team since their fresh-
men year, some starting even, including 
Andrew, Cotter, and myself. The three 
of us have already taken very vocal roles 
on the team, and are very capable of fill-
ing in the shoes left behind by last year’s 
seniors.” He went on to say, “We will miss 
the leadership and skill of the seniors who 
graduated, but with the senior class, we 
have and a couple of sophomores and 
juniors like Sam Wancowicz and Tanner 
Vosvick, we’ll be just fine.” When asked 
who their most challenging opponent 
will be this season, Christian did not 
hesitate to answer with, “McDonough, 

Soccer Sets Sights on Second 
Consecutive Championship
By Tucker MiTchell 

Veteran Volleyball Team Looks Strong
By will sherMan

Anyone who has attended a volleyball 
match in Gilman’s Old Gym, or, as stu-
dents call it, the Deaf Dome, can attest 
to the fact that it is one of, if not the most 
exciting athletic events that the school 
has to offer. “I know I’m biased,” said 
head coach Neil Gabbey, who is entering 
his ninth year with the program, “but I 
don’t think anybody could create a better 
high school sports atmosphere.” Due to 
the gym’s intimate settings, where the 
first row of bleachers lie inches from the 
boundaries of the court, the constant roar 
of student section support, and uncanny 
skill with which the twelve players, six 
on each team, guide the ball from side 
to side, it is no surprise that volleyball 
draws more fans than just about every 
other fall sport.

The Deaf Dome should be rocking 
again this season, as the team, which 
finished in third place in the MIAA “A” 
conference last year behind Loyola and 
Calvert Hall with an 11-4 record, looks 
to be as strong as ever. “I don’t think our 

fans will be disappointed,” said Coach 
Gabbey. With eleven returning seniors 
and four juniors, who have spent the 
past two seasons polishing their skills 
on the JV level, the team will have more 
experience than it has seen in years. Led 
by captains Galen Rende (‘12), Harrison 
Ebeling (‘12), and Tom O’Neill (‘12), the 
squad looks to capture its second “A” 
conference title in four years.

Coach Gabbey feels his lineup for this 
season is basically set, featuring Davis 
Fisher (‘12) and Brett Brodsky (‘12) as 
his starting setters, Rende and O’Neill 
as his starting outside hitters, Ebeling 
and Brandon Casas (‘12) as his starting 
middles, Ryan Stevens (‘12) as one of his 
two starting opposites, and Alex Kim 
(‘12) as his starting libero. Bosley Jarrett 
(‘12) will split time between the middle 
and opposite positions as well. Gabbey 
is confident this year’s starters are ready 
for the task, as many of them played on 
last year’s Varsity squad and therefore 
won’t be “shell-shocked” in their first 

As the summer comes to an end and 
a new school year begins, the Gilman 
boys who are on the Water Polo team 
still get to dive into the pool and have 
some fun. Coming off a 1-18 season, 
the team looks to regroup and build a 
strong foundation that will lead to suc-
cess in the 2011 season. Since Captain 
Fred Sutter graduated this past season, 
both Head Coach Smith and Assis-
tant Coach Silverman hope that Anuj 
Khandelwal (’13), George Bouloubassis 
(’12), and Robbie Schuetz (’12) can take 
over as leaders of the team. Along with 
these veteran players, the team looks 
to its four new promising freshmen, to 
help strengthen the team. Though the 
team may not have had the best season 
last year, when talking about the goals 
for the season, Coach Silverman said, 
“As a team we are looking to improve 
our skills and play together as a team.” 
To further emphasize the goals set by 
Coach Silverman Robbie said, “The 
goals for the season are to make sure 
everyone has a good time and enjoys it 
more than previous seasons, and hope-
fully win at least two games beating 
our one last year.” Obviously winning 

games is important to both the play-
ers and coaches, but winning games is 
not the only thing that counts. To the 
coaches, the important thing for the 
team is not always about winning, but 
as Coach Smith said, “Is that we are 
improving, and that is the main thing.” 
On Labor Day weekend, the Water Polo 
team travelled up to Philadelphia to 
play in the Philmore Cup, where private 
schools from Baltimore play against 
the private schools of Philly. The team 
went 0-3 in the tournament, and lost 
to Episcopal Academy 7-6, which was 
a strong effort and close game for the 
team. Along with the five schools in 
the MIAA, Calvert Hall, Loyola, Mt. 
St. Joes, and McDonough, Gilman will 
play in the Big Bear Classic, held at 
Landon School, and will compete in 
the Gilman Challenge, which consists 
of three other teams: St. Pias from 
Atlanta, Penn Charter, and Landon. 
Coach Smith believes that by having 
the team play all these matches, “It 
gives the kids a lot of experience against 
other teams.” 

As the Water Polo team gets back 
into the water, they look to build a 
strong program this season that will 
put fear into their opponents’ eyes. 

Water Polo Prepares a Comeback
By GranT lounsBury

they always are.” The two teams squared 
off on September 8 and the Hounds tied 
McDonough 0-0 in double overtime. 
They will meet again October 7th. Need-
less to say these two games will play a 
huge impact on the season as a whole.       

This Gilman soccer team is filled with 
great talent, leadership, and will impress 

the Gilman fans all season long. These 
guys are confident, explosively fast, have 
great ball skills, and are ready to get out 
there and win after a long summer of 
practice. Currently, they are ranked 32nd 
in the nation by ESPN. Students should 
try to go to as many games as possible to 
watch the team defend its MIAA title. 

few matches. While the team certainly 
has its standouts, it also has depth, and 
it is agreed that almost every single one 
of Gilman’s so-called substitutes would 
start on any other “A” conference team.

Those other “A” conference teams 
include two of Gilman’s toughest oppo-
nents, last year’s champion Loyola and 
runner-up Calvert Hall. Every Gilman 
volleyball fan knows that year in and 
year out, the Dons and Cardinals will 
always give Gilman a run for their money, 
and each match against either team will 
determine who will win the league.

This holds true on the JV level as well, 
where the team will also look to compete 
for the league title. The JV squad wel-
comes eight freshman to the program and 

returns eight sophomores, including cap-
tains Patrick Gallagher (‘14), Chris Kohler 
(‘14), Connor Paskoff (‘14), and Tyler 
Wakefield (‘14), and will look to improve 
on last season’s third place finish, where 
their record stood at 7-5. JV’s head coach, 
who also serves as Gabbey’s assistant on 
the Varsity level, is Aldo Pantoja.

The Gilman community is abuzz 
over their volleyball team’s chances this 
season, and for good reason. “I couldn’t 
ask for a better cast of guys as far as lead-
ership and character goes,” said Gabbey. 
Mix those qualities with the squad’s skill 
and dedication, which is evident by even 
the slightest glimpse at a Varsity practice 
session, and the team looks primed for 
victory. 

Danica Patrick at the Baltimore Grand Prix (photo by Grant Lounsbury)

Michael Dunbar goes after a loose ball (Photo by Zach Pollack). 


