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THE    NEWS
Thus Always to Doubters:
Film Festival Wows Again

 In Daniel Citron’s second and final 
year directing the Gilman Film Fes-
tival, now known as the Citron Film 
Festival, he repeated and furthered his 
earlier success. The festival returned to 
Gilman on April 13, with large support 
from students, who attended the one-
night event by the 
hundreds.
 “The film festi-
val was... inspir-
ing,” effused Liam 
Hig g ins,  f re sh-
man and r ising 
film critic. Films 
ranged from the 
typical 5-10 minute 
narratives to music 
videos, animated 
videos, and docu-
mentaries. There 
was even a new 
c ategor y  adde d 
this year: foreign 
lang uage f i lms, 
in which seniors 
Peter Dewire, Alec 
Ta r a nt i no ,  Jo e 
Puthumana and 
Matt Schlerf took 
the prize for their 

By Joseph White and simon evered

continued on page 3

rollicking drama “Le Dragueur.”
 In addition to amazing films from 
upperclassmen in the festival, the fresh-
men also had a great showing, with films 
such as The Life and Times of CT-20 and 
Where’s Waldo. The makers of Waldo 
spent about 2 months on and off film-
ing and editing, eventually trimming 

2 hours of film into 
a crowd-pleaser that 
took second prize in 
the narrative category. 
But it was not all hard 
work: the process was 
“kinda for fun” as well 
as “kinda for the film 
festival” explained 
Kevin Walker (‘15), 
who played an officer 
searching for Waldo in 
the movie.
 For their efforts, 
the freshmen creators 
won a $25 iTunes gift 
card, but their real 
prize was “viewing 
the finished product”. 
Their favorite scene? 
“The one where Waldo 
mugs a little kid in 
the neighborhood and 

Baltimore Area News Conference

Cotton Lecture: A Successful Enterprise

 About one month ago, Mr. Toby Boz-
zuto ’92 and Mr. Will Zerhouni ’94 were 
invited back to Gilman for the annual 
Cotton Lecture.  Although they shared 
similar thoughts, and gave similar advice 
during their speeches, each had their own 
perspective on their own years at Gilman 
and the success that they had earned 
upon venturing out into the so-called 
“real world.”
 “Success is always in the eye of the 
beholder,” said Mr. Zerhouni, an Assis-
tant United States Attorney turned CEO 
and entrepreneur who attended Harvard 
University, upon being asked about the 
achievements he had made so far.  He 
also mentioned both during and after his 
extremely enthusiastic speech that “Har-
vard was a natural extension of Gilman,” 
and that he was fortunate enough after 
his high school years to not be one of 
the “struggling undergraduates having 
a tough time in college.”
 When asked how he spoke so well 
during an extremely enthusiastic presen-
tation, he attributed his oratory skills to 
the days when he was in drama classes 
in the Upper School at Gilman in addi-
tion to having an “enjoyment for talking 
to others and seeing how other people 
interact when you say something.”
 Mr. Bozzuto, a real estate developer 
now President of Bozzuto Development 
Group, a profitable real estate develop-
ment company, themed his speech along 
a mantra attributed to the Native Ameri-
can Sioux leader Crazy Horse, “Today 
is a good day to die.”  He also placed a 
heavy emphasis on the importance of 
the Gilman Five however, adding that 
“one of the most important things out 

there other than education is those five 
values- honor, integrity, respect, humil-
ity, and excellence.” 
 When asked why he stressed the 
importance of those values, he replied, 
“I was fortunate enough to go to Gilman 
under Reddy (Redmond) Finney, and 
having him as Headmaster and Mr. 
Schmick as Head of the Upper School 
really drove in the values of respect and 
integrity.  It’s so cliché, but I believe that 
these values have really helped me in my 
life and my career.” One would imagine 
that it would be hard to remember High 
School memories nearly twenty years 
after graduation.  However, both Mr. 
Bozzuto and Mr. Zerhouni had specific 
favorite highlights of their own Gilman 
experiences.
 Remarked Mr. Bozzuto, “I was in a 
band called The Northern Lights while 
at Gilman, and we would play in the 
auditorium or at local church halls- it 
was a lot of fun.”  Mr. Zerhouni said 
“I remember being the head of the 
Areopagus Debate team senior year 
with Mr. Spragins, having Spanish with 
Mr. Duncan, and really, just those tough 
days when there was just a whole lot 
going on.”
 Another interesting point that Mr. 
Zerhouni mentioned in his speech was 
the possibility of every student having 
an entire multitude of jobs during their 
careers.  When asked to elaborate on 
that issue, he responded “I’m 36, and 
I’ve already had 6 jobs.  I think what’s 
happening now is that people’s interests 
change, your industry changes, and we 
all, whether as students or professionals 
like me, will have to go through a pro-
cess to reinvent ourselves in our life.”

By ethan park

Back with A Vengeance:
Comic Book Franchise Revived on the Silver Screen

      The hype couldn’t be any bigger. The 
expense for failure couldn’t be higher. 
But, it’s here, and it definitely delivers.
      This is the event that Marvel has been 
building up to since 2008, with one Thor 
movie, one Captain America movie, one 
Hulk movie and two Iron Man movies 
culminating in a mouthwatering pastiche 
of manic fanboy entertainment.
      Earning over 200 million dollars at 
the domestic box-office in its opening 
weekend, The Avengers has obliterated 
the previous record, held by Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2, which 
earned 169 million. 
      Trusting fully paid-up Marvel geek 
Joss Whedon to helm their mega-movie, 
Marvel has proven that it has made the 
leap from a minor comics company to 
a full-f ledged production studio. The 
Avengers is astonishing. Captain Amer-

ica/Steve Rodgers (played by Chris 
Evans), The Incredible Hulk/Bruce 
Banner (played by Mark Ruffalo), Iron 
Man/Tony Stark (played by Robert 
Downey Jr.), Hawkeye/Clint Barton 
(played by Jeremy Renner), Black 
Widow/Natasha Romanov (played by 
Scarlett Johansson), and Thor (played 
by Chris Hemsworth) form the titular 
team of “Earth’s Mightiest Heroes”. 
      It is not often that a movie pro-
vides a legitimate crowd-pleasing line 
every five minutes, but The Avengers 
does, primarily because of its brilliant 
script, which provides intense scenes 
of delightful dialogue between the 
conflicting personalities of the team, 
as well as beautifully placed one-liners 
that will leave you walking out of the 
theatre grinning ear-to-ear. 

 On the morning of Saturday, April 
28th, students gathered at Gilman 
School for the first ever BANC News 
Conference. Writers attended from Bryn 
Mawr, Friends, Digital Harbor High 
School, Baltimore Freedom Academy, 
St Paul’s, Park School, Franklin High 
School, and of course Gilman to share 
ideas regarding their school newspa-
pers.
 Upon arriving, students chose from 
a variety of topics to discuss. Gilman 
students had prepared questions to ask 
at each location, which enabled kids 
representing their schools to compare 
and contrast different aspects of their 
papers. Since one of my main interests 
in my school’s newspaper is Culture, I 
opted to discuss this topic.
 The table where I was sitting con-
sisted of a small group of kids from three 
schools. The questions were read to us 
one by one, and each member of the 
group had a chance to respond, shar-
ing their opinions on different matters 
and the way the newspapers from their 
schools worked. Each school had also 
brought copies of their paper so that we 
could see various kinds of layouts.
 Talking to students from other 

schools was an eye-opening experience 
for me. As a freshman, I have just begun 
learning about journalism and am rela-
tively new to the process of writing for 
a newspaper. Being able to uncover new 
ideas and dig deeper into the subject 
matter of reporting with other kids my 
age was a great opportunity.
 As television and Internet media 
evolves and young people are beginning 
to lose interest in reading the newspaper, 
it is vital that kids with who still have 
an interest in journalism continue to 
come together and share their thoughts 
on how to keep it so that high-school-
aged students stay involved. The BANC 
News Conference allowed for just that 
to happen, one of the reasons why it was 
such a unique and interesting opportu-
nity for all of those who attended. If all 
goes well and the BANC News Confer-
ence continues as an annual tradition, 
all of the schools involved will be well on 
their way towards completing the goals 
that they have now for improving their 
newspapers.

Sophie Bailowitz is a freshman at The 
Park School. She is Assistant Editor of 
the News section of her school’s paper.

By sophie BailoWitz

By liam higgins

continued on page 4

Frank Marzella wows with a rendi-
tion of Snow Patrol’s “Chasing Cars”



 
 Gilman School

(410) 323-3800 ext. 448
www.GilmanNews.com

The News reserves the right to edit letters for length and grammar. 
Send correspondence to thenews@gilmannews.com, or to:

The Gilman News
Gilman School 

5407 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

May 18, 2012         Gilman School          www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXI No. 6       May 18, 2012       Gilman School        www.GilmanNews.com    Volume CXI No. 6page 2

Rishi Bedi

Noah delwiche

aNdRew shea

GRaNt louNsBuRy

BRiaN choo

david cha

JohN chiRikJiaN

Joseph white

BeN RothkiN

teddy delwiche

liam hiGGiNs

will sheRmaN

BeN RoyteNBeRG

ethaN paRk

editoR-iN-chief

maNaGiNG editoR

cultuRe editoR

spoRts editoR

copy editoR

photo editoR

layout editoR

featuRes editoR

PRINT STAFF:
editoR-iN-chief

maNaGiNG editoR

cultuRe editoR

spoRts editoR

copy editoR

featuRes editoR

ONLINE STAFF:

  coNtRiButoRs         tyleR plack

           GaRdNeR eaGeR

           BRett BRodsky

           simoN eveRed

           Jake wohl

           Zach pollack

           JohN lee

We welcome letters to the 
editor sent to thenews@
gilmannews.com. 

  faculty advisoRs          mike kelly

laRRy malkus

cesaRe ciccaNti

Martin Case Marred by Media Misrepresentation

 The attention-grabbing case of Tray-
von Martin brought forth the opinions 
of nearly all the American population. 
On February 26, 2012, Trayvon Martin 
entered into a gated community to see 
his father and his father’s fian-
ceé. However, the head of his 
neighborhood watch commit-
tee, George Zimmerman, saw 
him enter the community and 
alerted local police. From this 
point on, very few, if any, know 
exactly what transpired.
 The generally accepted story 
is that one of them, whether 
it be Martin or Zimmerman, 
confronted the other man. 
The two then experienced a 
struggle, and then, Zimmer-
man shot Martin in the chest. 
The exact details, however, 
of the attack vary depending 
on who is asked. In a statement to the 
police, Zimmerman claims that Martin 
confronted and attacked him; after being 
beaten to the ground, Zimmerman fired 
in self defense, killing Martin. Shooting 
in self defense is legal under Florida’s 
stand-your-ground law. The other side 
of the story could not be more different. 
According to Martin’s girlfriend, whom 

he called shortly before the shooting 
occurred, Martin said there was a man 
following him whom she then heard 
questioning Martin. She then recalled 
hearing a physical altercation on the 
phone, in which she assumed that he was 

pushed. She tried calling his cell phone 
but received no answer. These variations 
of the same story have a wide array of 
differences, but because of the media’s 
influence, you have likely only heard one 
side of the story.
 The media’s coverage of the story has 
been very polarized. Either they are in 
complete agreement with Zimmerman, 

By Ben rothkin

 During an interview I conducted last 
year for the graduation issue of The 
Gilman News, Mr. Carey expressed little 
worry regarding the continuation of 

environmental initiatives at the school. 
As an advocate of full participation in the 
outdoors and active involvement in the 
preservation of the planet, he had hoped 
his enthusiasm and commitment would 
encourage and advance environmental 

motives even after his departure. With a 
bold smile and overflowing confidence, 
he peered into the soul of the school with 
unparalleled hope. 
  However, on the Brow n- Out of 
Wednesday, April 18th, I let down Mr. 
Carey’s legacy, and so did much of the 
Gilman community. I am unapologeti-
cally determined to address this issue.
 In November, Rishi Bedi, editor-in-
chief of the News, noticed a peculiar and 
prevalent trend in social media known 
as slacktivism. This amazingly lacka-
daisical and, frankly, pathetic method 
allows individuals to con themselves into 
thinking they have actually campaigned 
for change. It’s hard for me to determine 
whether the Brown-Out is more properly 
classified as genuine activism or slacktiv-
ism. The former would imply that it was 
a success, while the latter would blame 
any perceived failure on the facebook 
generation, or us students. So like any 
true writer, I am going to just create my 
own portmanteau word which beauti-
fully encompasses the zeitgeist of the 
Brown-Out: lacktivism. Undermined 
by an explicit lack of faculty support, 
the Brown-Out did not actively promote 
much “awareness about our dependence 
on technology and our consumption of 
energy,” as the Gilman website attested it 
would. The only thing I gained from the 
Brown-Out was deep-seated sadness and 
confusion.
  Now this lack of faculty concern may 
strike many as surprising, considering 
that the administration had discussed 
and announced the Brown-Out on mul-
tiple occasions. However, what is spoken 
in assembly does not necessarily trans-
late into the classroom. Let me take you 
through the Brown-Out in my shoes.
 Walking into first period, the lights 
were immediately flicked on. From across 
the room, one student jokingly ques-
tioned in a whisper whether today was 
the Brown-Out, but his comments were 
ignored as the lights remained on at full 
capacity the entire class. The teacher’s 

Brown-Out…More Like Beige-Out

or they empathize with Trayvon Martin 
and his family. No middle ground exists. 
You may have already noticed that many 
of the pictures showing Trayvon Martin 
and George Zimmerman next to one 
another are several years old, often show-

ing a younger Martin without his tattoos 
and a mug shot of Zimmerman from 
several years ago. A picture of a younger, 
more innocent Trayvon Martin would 
clearly elicit more empathy than would a 
more recent picture, showing him with 
multiple tattoos. Looking at these pic-
tures inevitably biases the reader.
 Another example of this bias took place 

at NBC news, where they cut two pieces of 
audio together in a misleading manner. In 
the recording played by NBC, you could 
hear Zimmerman tell the 911 operator, 
“This guy looks like he’s up to no good. 
He looks black.” However, in the original 

phone call, Zimmerman said, 
“This guy looks like he’s up to 
no good. Or he’s on drugs or 
something. It’s raining and 
he’s just walking around, look-
ing about. The 9-1-1 dispatcher 
then said, “OK, and this guy – is 
he black, white or Hispanic?” 
with Zimmerman replying, “He 
looks black.” As you can see, 
this is a completely different 
conversation than the one that 
NBC played on their segment, 
which misled their audience.
 There are many more 
newscasts like this in favor of 
both Martin and Zimmerman, 

yet not a single one has shown both sides 
of the argument equally. It appears there 
is still much more to uncover before a 
competent decision can be made. Because 
of such extreme biases, it will be almost 
impossible to reach this point. Hopefully, 
we will be able to get past this obstacle 
with the same ease that the media disre-
gards standards of neutral coverage.

attempted refutation was poor and half-
hearted. Laptop plugged in, smartboard 
turned on: it was just an ordinary day.
 I nearly forgot the entire idea of the 
Brown-Out heading to second period. 
Aside from the dimming of the lights in 
the hallway, which I barely noticed on my 
two-minute journey down the stairs, the 
school was functioning just as it would 
any other day. Although I saw a plethora 
of computers hungrily plugged into out-
lets, it was at least comforting to know 
that my second period teacher recognized 
the Brown-Out by dimming the lights. 
Third period for me was off campus, but 
even so, my teacher articulated how hor-
rible the idea of the Brown-Out seemed. 
As with my first period experience, class 
proceeded as normal on that day.
 Stepping into the publications lab 
fourth and fifth period, I was immedi-
ately met and thoroughly taunted by ten 
Macs glowing at nearly full brightness. 
In addition, I continued to hear muffled 
music from the other room. Athletics that 
day continued as normal, too.
 Now I am not in the business of juding 
whether the principles of the Brown-Out  
are useless or beneficial (though I would 
surely incline to the later). Rather, I am 
somewhat disturbed that something that 
was supposed to be filled with community 
support was dominated by such lacktiv-
ism. My Brown-Out day experience, 
which corresponded with the experiences 
of other students, was purely pathetic. 
A large degree of the faculty was either 
too unaware, too unconcerned, or too 
consumed with their own motives, lead-
ing to an utter disillusionment with and 
irreverence toward the Brown-Out day 
in general. Perhaps I may have been too 
optimistic in surmising that our men-
tors, our motivators, our teachers would 
wholeheartedly join in a common cause. 
Next year, I will be sure to forego such 
childhood naivete and realize that come 
April, the Brown-Out will be just another 
typical day.

By theodore delWiche
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The Psychological Implications of the Artifact Paper
By John lee

 An anonymous student organization 
under the pseudonym of “The Young 
Freuds” recently released the following 
statement, after “extensive experimen-
tal research”: “GILMAN’S ANNUAL 
HUMANITIES PROJECT IS DETRI-
MENTAL TO MIND, BODY, & SPIRIT.” 
The reasoning behind this radical claim? 
Although “The Young Freuds” refuses to 
provide the exact methods of psychoanal-
ysis/meta-analysis used in their studies, 
they claim to have discovered a common 
theme in the dream cycles of sophomore 
patients: a monster named FARTICAT 
APERP that visited them in their sleep. 
 In session after session, patients shak-
ingly recounted how FARTICAT had 
jumped in front of them, grabbed them 
by the waist, and swallowed them whole. 
After several weeks of isolation in the 
belly of the beast (during which time the 

victim encountered extreme frustration 
and pain), FARTICAT vomited each of 
his victims, having literally sucked the 
life out of them. 
 Remarkably, each patient recounted 
the same experience. Unfortunately, 
after recalling their dreams in such 
vivid detail, patients would soon become 
depressed and paranoid. Thankfully, Dr. 
Mo was able to nurse them back to sound 
states of mind. 
 Soon after this study surfaced, another 
anonymous organization under the title 
of “The Young Luthers” put forth similar 
claims regarding the detrimental effects 
of the Artifact Paper. Their press release, 
titled “The Ninety-Five Theses on the 
Power and Lack of Efficacy of the Arti-
fact Paper,” was posted on the entrance 
to Carey Hall as well as on Facebook 
(where it received a breathtaking 400 
likes from the Gilman community in 

a matter of hours). The 95 theses were 
scrawled out in numerous handwritings, 
and received adulation from teachers as 
well as student. 
 Ironically, ‘95 theses’ is about the 
number of theses the current sophomore 
class needs in order to write their Arti-
fact Papers. 
 Although there were many excellent 
points mentioned in the document, the 
most representative and powerful theses 
are listed below:
 21 – “I’d really rather be on Facebook.”
 33 – “Sometimes, it seems like each 
word I type is crawling off the screen 
and into my soul, marking it as a Heart 
of Darkness. I then proceed to yell out 
of a primal desire to abandon civiliza-
tion (and this essay) and return to a life 
marked by purity, nature, and simplicity.”
 47 – “Wait, so who is Zeitgeist 
anyway?”

 53 – “What if all of our printers break 
on May 8th?”
 68 – “I don’t understand why Wing-
dings is not an acceptable font for my 
paper. Are you better than Microsoft 
Word?”
 79 – “So we have a brown-out for one 
day, and then we turn around and print 
hundreds of pages for a single assign-
ment?”
 95 – “When you say primary and sec-
ondary sources and all, that’s just fancy 
talk for Wikipedia… right?”
  I would write a third paragraph, 
making a new fake organization in order 
to play at the negative impact of the 
Artifact Paper on the body (how mine 
is running on black tea, 4 hours of sleep 
per night, and Fleet Foxes on replay), but 
then again, I should probably be working 
on my Artifact Paper. 

continued from page 1
Record Funds Raised for Pogonon

 In a small Mali village resides a suffer-
ing community called Pogonon. As a five 
year initiative of brothers Michael (‘14) 
and Sam (‘13) Zunkeler, the Pogonon com-
munity has continuously been improved 
by the efforts of Gilman students. Past 
fundraising has allowed the school to 
obtain books, pencils, desks, cafeteria, 
and a solar-powered street lamp. This 
year, a record-breaking $2,540 was 
raised to build new classrooms for a sec-
ondary school and a small library.
 Certain challenges are certainly 
presented when working with a school 
thousands of miles away without access 
to modern conveniences. In a visit to the 
school, Sam describes the community as, 
“an agricultural village” without paved 
roads, where children attend both school 
and help with the farms of their families. 
In contribution to this challenge, the 
instability of Mali is definitely a worri-
some situation, but it has not affected 
Pogonon yet. When issues such as these 
are solved, we are able to truly see the 
benefit of such outreach.

 A renewed message of hope has been 
sent annually to Pogonon by the Gilman 
community. The efforts have changed the 
citizens’ lives of Pogonon, and the school 
has been able to succeed on a superior 
level. Not only has the school been able 
to succeed on a superior level but also has 
the fundraiser’s participation. Participa-
tion as well as money raised have both 
increased each year.
 The Pogonon community appreci-
ate of these efforts. During a trip, Sam 
described, “the entire village had come to 
welcome me to show their appreciation” 
upon his arrival. The parents as well as 
the students stopped their work to laud 
the efforts of the Gilman community. 
Exactly this appreciation of past initia-
tives sustains the community’s continued 
gifts. 
 For years to come, the Zunkeler broth-
ers will share their plans to continue 
and grow their Pogonon initiatives. The 
Gilman community wishes the brothers 
the best with their endeavours. Further 
information regarding Pogonon is avail-
able on their Facebook page.

By tyler plack
takes his clothes and scooter,” responded 
Walker. Proud of their accomplishment, 
but hungry for more, the group plans to 
continue their rising careers next year 
and “definitely are already in the pro-
cess” of making another film - but the 
details are “confidential”, he adds.
 Even these rising stars, however, gave 
credit to the first-place finisher in their 
category, Sic Semper, John Chirikjian’s 
masterpiece starring Chris Cortezi (‘13), 
Max Cortezi (‘13), Zane MacFarlane (‘13) 
and Riley DeSmit (‘13) that was origi-
nally produced for Dr. Kelly’s US History 
class. The class, mainly Cortezi, found 
the details surrounding John Wilkes 
Booth’s assassination of Lincoln to be 
a very interesting story, only later dis-
covering similarities between this story 
and Shakespeare’s famous play, Julius 
Caesar. After twelve days of filming the 
movie, an astounding ten hours of film 
was reduced to an eleven minute final 
film (excluding the five minute credits). 
Ten hours of film may seem excessive for 
a short film, but for John Chirikjian (‘13), 
as the director, one of his worst fears was 
to be left with “not enough footage.”  

 Chirikjian thought the hard work paid 
off, though, especially because of the 
“cooperation with the guys involved,” 
which he says was his favorite part of 
making the film. In addition to winning 
a new Apple iPad, Dr. Kelly’s class had 
the satisfaction of producing a quality 
film, which Dr. Kelly complimented by 
saying, “Wow, this is impressive” at the 
first screening in the auditorium in their 
American History class.
 Citron thought this year’s festival was 
“really exciting” with the great amount 
and quality of films and over 300 people 
attending the event. He noticed that 
although “there are ways to exhibit all 
different types of art skills at Gilman,” 
there was not one to express oneself with 
the more modern art form of film. So he 
was inspired to make a film festival to 
both “encourage people to make movies” 
and help Gilman students “express 
themselves in film.” With Daniel leav-
ing to perhaps pursue a career in film, 
juniors Rishi Bedi and John Chirikjian 
plan to lead the festival next year, 
attempting to carry out Daniel’s dream 
for the film festival to further “become 
part of the Gilman community.” 

Gilman Goes Ad Astra with Stellar NLE Results
By noah delWiche

 What proud girl challenged Minerva 
to a weaving contest?  The English words 
diffuse, confound, refund, and effusive 
all derive from the the same Latin verb 
meaning? Many may be lost in  confu-
sion while trying to answer important 
questions such as these. Students from 
across America and many other nations, 
including Zimbabwe and Belgium, how-
ever, all come together in mid-March for 
one common quest – to gain recogni-
tion for performance on arguably one of 
the most revered standardized tests by 
answering questions such as these. No, 
this is not the SAT or AP or any other 
of the assortments of tests the College 
Board offers. The National Latin Exam, 
or NLE, offered every year since 1977 
by  the American Classical League and 
the National Junior Classical League is 
designed to gauge Latin students’ ability 
to recognize grammatical structures, 
translate and respond to a Roman text, 
and recall vast and illustrious classical 
history.  
 Gilman students typically do well on 
this test, with many earning gold or silver 

medals, but this year was one of their best 
performances. Awards and certificates 
from the NLE are arranged into five 
categories: perfect score, summa cum 
laude (gold medal), maxima cum laude 
(silver medal), magna cum laude (certifi-
cate), and cum laude (certificate). Gilman 
Freshmen Kevin Peters and Todd Iodice, 
Bryn Mawr freshman Grace Laria , and 
junior Joseph White received perfect 
scores, an accomplishment only 1,363 out 
of the 136,209 students who took various 
tests achieved. Joseph White was one 
of 61 students to answer all of the ques-
tions correctly on the Poetry IV test, and 
Gilman alone received a remarkable 8% 
of all the perfect scores given for the Latin 
2 exam, taken in 13 nations. Mr Vishio 
praised his latin students saying, “I 
thought the second year students did very 
well and I was proud of the effort they 
put in.” As a whole, the school excelled 
as well. Of the 139 students enrolled in 
latin at Gilman who took the test, over 
70% received some sort of recognition, 
with 44 claiming gold medals.
 These scholars were seen showing off 
their awards in early April, when awards 

were given. Surely, the excellence and 
merit of the Gilman Classics department 
lives on, despite a decline in students 
interested in erroneously named “dead” 
languages Latin and Ancient Greek. 

Perfect scorer Joseph White summed 
up his experience with the NLE, saying, 
“Every year the heap of medals accrued 
by Gilman Classics students attests to the 
high caliber of Gilman’s classics faculty.”   

Film Festival Wows Again

Results By Level
Level All Takers Gilman Gold Medals Silver Medals

I 49,903 10 2 1

II 33,795 49 23 15

III Prose 4,141 39 6 4

IV Poetry 6.623 13 10 2

V 2,322 12 2 2
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 May is playoff month for all sports, 
and the golf team looks to continue a 
winning tradition. In an eleven-match 
season, it can be easy to fall behind with 
even a single loss. The Gilman golf team 
has done a superb job thus far by focusing 
on important matches to vault themselves 
into the playoffs. The season started off 
in a back and forth manner as the Grey-
hounds were able to pull out wins against 
St. Paul’s and John Carroll. Between 
those two wins were tough losses against 
formidable opponents: McDonogh and 
Mt. St. Joe. Then, a tie against the Boy’s 
Latin Lakers placed the Greyhounds at 
2-2-1. The Greyhounds have had sig-
nificant help from John Emmett (’13), 
Kevin Devine (’14), and Will Rosenfield 
(’14). Senior Bosley Jarrett is proud of 
the way his team has played through this 
uncertain part of the season. He says, 
“We haven’t really had any weaknesses. 
We have had a really tough schedule with 
very few home games in April. Also, April 
is hard month to play in because of the 
unpredictable weather.”
 Throughout the season, some of the 
Greyhounds have been participating in 
the MIAA Individual Championships. 

Golf Shoots Par For the Year
By Brett Brodsky This tournament consists of a series of 

cuts from a large pool of players to deter-
mine the best individual golfer in the 
MIAA. Graduate of the 2011 class, Sam 
Stewart, is the defending champion, and 
one of the current Greyhounds looked to 
bring back the title this year. None of the 
Greyhounds were able to come away with 
the crown, but John Emmitt showed the 
best of the Greyhounds’ talents by tying 
for fourteenth in the final round of play.
 As with many Gilman sports, the play-
offs are where the real action is played. 
By beating Georgetown Prep and Loyola 
late in the season, the Greyhounds have 
solidified a 5th seed in a six-team playoff 
season. Therefore, the Greyhounds will 
play fourth seed in the first round; the 
first two seeds are given byes. The golf 
team is unsure of their first opponent, but 
the Greyhounds are nevertheless excited 
to play for a MIAA title; taking advantage 
of some late season momentum. Bosley 
Jarrett credits the success of the team 
to coaches Rogers and Wallace saying, 
“They’ve done a great job putting guys in 
places where they can succeed. They’ve 
been very fun to play for as well.”
 Be sure to follow the team’s success as 
they go for eagle in the playoffs.

Under the supervision and guidance 
of new tennis coach Steve Krulevitz, Gil-
man’s tennis team traveled to Louisville, 
Kentucky, to compete in the Decoturf 
National High School Team Tennis Cham-
pionships. The event took place during 
the last weekend of March, the same 
time that University of Kentucky and the 
University of Louisville faced off in the 
Final Four of the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament, and the town was charged 
with energy.

We arrived in Louisville sans senior 
leader, Galen Rende, and traveled with 
four freshman, three sophomores, two 
juniors, and one senior. Despite the 
absence of our number one player and 
the relative inexperience of the team, 
Gilman managed a respectable twelfth.  
Considering the tough competition, this 
was an encouraging result for future team 
matches.

Competing with some of the best 
teams in the nation, our team undoubt-
edly experienced strife and had to over-
come some serious battles. For example, 
into only the second team match, we had 
our backs against the wall. Having lost 
all three doubles matches, we were just 

two matches away from losing the entire 
competition. During one of these doubles 
matches, junior Andrew Katz suffered a 
rough injury that necessitated a visit to 
the emergency room. Never giving up, 
the team bounced back from hard-fought 
losses and the injury to beat the Wood-
ward Academy from Atlanta, Georgia, 
5-4. This achievement set a record at the 
Decoturf tournament: win five of six sin-
gles matches after losing all three doubles 
matches. We dedicated our matches to 
the injured, yet always upbeat and fun, 
Andrew Katz. These comeback wins felt 
miraculous and showed the unity, heart, 
and compassion of the Gilman tennis 
team.

Since returning from Decoturf, the 
team is 6-3 with a record of 6-1 in the 
MIAA. I, for one, am happy to have 
participated in the national tournament 
and to have played with my teammates 
because they competed admirably and 
consistently exemplified, on and off the 
court, the five pillars of Gilman. We 
showed schools from all over the country 
that Gilman students act with respect and 
humility; conduct themselves with integ-
rity and honor; and most importantly for 
tennis, perform with excellence.

Tennis Competes In Kentucky
By Jake Wohl

The Rise and Fall of the High School Meme

Back With A Vengeance
continued from page 1

 Although the page received the even-
tual, if tame, disapproval from the 
administration, the High School Meme 
website fixated the student body and 
indeed thrived for a while. The reign of 
the Gilman High School Meme page was 
strong with respect to the standing of the 
entire country, yet it was also ephemeral, 
only lasting for little more than a week. 
Nevertheless, the website was able to 
garner a healthy amount of controversy 
with respect to its content in that short 
period of time.
 First, for those who do not fully under-
stand what exactly a meme is, a meme is 
essentially a picture that exemplifies a 
type of common theme or joke. People 
take these photos and add text to the top 
of the picture so as to best continue the 
idea or joke suggested by the picture and 
the title of the meme. 
 The website was a center for schools 
across the country to set up a specific 
page for their respective schools to create 
memes. These memes, of course, would 
most likely include inside jokes about and 
among the students at the school. The 
website, however, prohibits any people 
who might post on to the webpage from 
using names of anyone at the school 
or profanity. Nevertheless, under the 

guise of an unnamed user, people would 
regularly break the first rule certainly 
and the second rule less so. (The website 
would check posts beforehand for explicit 
content.) Some memes were hilarious 
and witty, while others were distasteful, 
cowardly, and discouraging, recalling, for 
example, the events of one participant at 
the Gilman spring dance. Some either 
utterly misunderstood the concept of a 
meme or were just inflating Gilman’s rank 
nationally with “spam” memes.
 The website had a ranking system, 
based on the amount of memes, which 
displayed the top ten schools in the 
county. After the first few days of the cre-
ation of the Gilman meme page, Gilman 
broke the top ten ranking where it would 
stay for the remainder of the website’s 
popularity. Gilman consistently hovered 
in the middle of the top ten list. Eventu-
ally, the Gilman meme page achieved the 
number one spot on the websites ranking 
system.
 The effort to perpetuate Gilman’s rank 
deteriorated after the school’s “accom-
plishment” largely due to a falling lack of 
interest and its discovery by the Gilman 
administration, which saw the ugliest 
parts of the meme page. Nevertheless, the 
temporary life and success of the meme 
page brought some sense of school pride. 

Sophomores Score Goal with FIFA Tourney
by James Johnson

   This year, the sophomore class, led by class president Kyle Tarantino and form 
chair Mr. Hastings, held an Upper School Xbox Fifa tournament. There were 34 
total entrees into the tournament, and the first two rounds were played on Fridays 
during fourth period.
 Kyle Tarantino said what made the event such a success was that “people just 
enjoy playing the game” and that “soccer is truly the world’s sport.” Mr. Hastings 
believes that it is “a good, unique event for the sophomores to contribute to the 
school” because “it brought different classes together for our own special brand 
of Gilman fun.”
    In addition, Kyle added that “the idea right now is to have the sophomores con-
tinue it next year,” allowing Mr. Hastings to continue to be able to run the tourna-
ment. Mr. Hastings’ goal for next year’s tournament is to get “more participation” 
by “dropping the entry fee” from the $10 that it was this year.
 Carter Gray (’13) and Connor Paskoff (’14) were this year’s finalists and got the 
opportunity to play during assembly on Thursday April 19th.  Carter ended up 
victorious and won $50 for himself and $100 for his class while Connor earned 
$25. Carter best explained his victory by asserting that playing “[Fifa] definitely 
takes priority over homework.”The Tournament also was able to donate some of 
the remaining money, $110 dollars, to the Pogonon fundraiser with the collection 
of its entry fees.

By gardner eager

 Without a doubt the best aspect of The 
Avengers is that since the performances 
are so good, and because the dialogue is 
so sharp, there is a distinct personality 
and humanity to every single one of the 
superheroes, as well as the fully human 
characters that populate the remainder 
of the screen time. Speaking of screen 
time, Whedon has managed the impos-
sible. Every single character gets their 
ample time, and no-one feels overused 
or underused in any way, shape or form. 
He has provided balance to arguably the 
greatest scale in cinema history. 
 However, don’t worry action fans. The 
Avengers has bad guys, the destruction 
of Grand Central Station and explosions 
aplenty. The last 40 or so minutes are a 
non-stop action barrage that looks abso-
lutely stunning in 3D and rather sadly, 
looks a lot like the destruction of 9/11, 
both in the way it is shot, and through the 
panic on the faces of the ordinary citizens.
When The Avengers hits its stride, the 
momentum of the pacing and the charac-
ters gave me a sensation that I have rarely 

ever experienced at a theatre, which 
resulted in a huge smile for the entire 
running time. Running 2 hours and 22 
minutes, The Avengers moves very well 
and has a tremendously upbeat tone. 
 However, I have a few minor qualms. 
Firstly, the alien world looks fairly cheap, 
but I suppose that was the intent to please 
the comic book fans. However, this is 
obviously meant to please the comic book 
fans, but it looks amateur from an aver-
age movie-goers perspective. Secondly, 
the opening scene is choppily edited but 
after that, the fight scenes are edited well 
and are beautiful to look at.
 Overall, this is quite simply one of the 
most entertaining movies you could ever 
hope to see. It’s combination of heart, 
humor and action make for an unforget-
table moviegoing experience. This is the 
movie that action audiences are meant 
to see. It is popcorn entertainment, yet 
never short on quality. This is meant for 
the big screen, large drink, 3D and sur-
round sound. So see it now, and watch 
“Earth’s Mightiest Heroes” avenge it.

Photo by David Cha.


