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Katz takes on New York Marathon
by ben RoytenbeRg

Inaugural Lumen Fest a Success
by bRian Choo & Simon eveRed

 Gilman’s first ever student-run music 
festival, Lumen Fest, was held with 
astounding success on Friday, September 
28th, punctuating a beautiful, early-
autumn day. The seven o’clock show was 
led by master of ceremonies Chris Cortezi 
(‘13), and featured the musical acts of 
Robby Brown (‘13), Mike Hanley (‘13), 
Garrett Smith (‘13), Richard Shin (‘14), 
Ben Roytenberg (‘13), Graham Davis 
(‘15), James Choi (‘13), Rafay Ahmad (‘13), 
Will Herman (‘13), Jibri McLean (‘13), 
Meldon Dickens (‘14), Zane MacFarlane 
(‘13), Calvin Garay (‘13), Andy Shea (‘13), 
and Brice Tucker (‘14). In addition to the 
music, pizza and refreshments were sold 
in front of the Alumni Auditorium. “We 
sold 137 tickets to students and adults, 
donating over $450 to BSO OrchKids,” 
explains James Choi.
 James Choi’s idea, Lumen Fest, shows 
both the prominence of music and the 
importance of volunteering. Previously, 
he volunteered at a Gilman learning 
camp, and said, “it was after volunteer-
ing that I learned how much these types 
of programs meant to underprivileged 
kids, and I wanted to have the same kind 
of impact on these kinds of kids through 
music.” Through Mr. Dechosa, he learned 
of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s 
Orchkids program – a perfect fit. 
 Recognizing Gilman’s wealth of musi-
cal talent, Choi set out to organize a con-
cert that took advantage of this talent to 
raise money for Orchkids. Choi thought 
Orchkids was a specifically beneficial 
charity because he wanted to provide 
underprivileged children with additional 
exposure to music they could not other-
wise obtain. “Through their learning of 
music at Orchkids, those students will 
learn lifelong lessons and qualities such 
as teamwork and self-confidence, and can 
express themselves in ways that would 
not have been available to them without 
Orchkids,” said Choi.  In addition to con-
tributing to Orchkids, Choi also noted 
the chance to expose the tri-school com-
munity to both the talent it holds and the 
importance of music in childrens’ lives, 
as exemplified by the Orchkids program.
 The event began a quarter past seven 
and showcased a wide variety of musical 
genres, including the bands Elastic Col-
lision (Brown, Hanley, and Smith) and 
Falling on Edgevale (Garay, MacFarlane, 
Shea, and Tucker) that presented both 
covers and originals. Shin kept the room 
breathless with the frightening yet spec-
tacular first movement of Sergei Proko-
fiev’s Sixth Sonata. Ahmad challenged 
Hanley to a drum-off and in the Gilman 
News’ opinion, it was hard to tell who 
came out on top, as both drummers put 
on quite a show. McLean and Dickens 
starred together in their duo, serenading, 
among other people, Ms. Fink and Mrs. 

“Falling on Edgevale” performs at 
Lumen Fest. Photo by Brian Choo

 Running a marathon is not easy; 
Andrew Katz (‘13) has trained all summer 
for a chance to compete in one. He has 
been training for the upcoming  New 
York City Marathon, where he will be 
running for Team For Kids, a charity that 
assists “underprivileged kids in cities 
across the country.” Team For Kids brings 
together dedicated athletes every year to 
participate in both major marathon and 
triathlon events in cities such as Chicago, 
Boston, and New York City. As an official 
Team For Kids athlete, Katz has said 
that, “Along with training, we are adding 
meaning to our miles by raising money 
that goes directly to youth running and 
other athletic programs.” This year, Katz’s 
dedication to his sport and his persever-
ance in training have brought him to the 
big leagues of marathon running, and his 
efforts will be tested on Sunday, Novem-
ber 4th, in New York City.
 Growing up, Andrew had a dream to 
run a marathon. The age requirement is 
18 years old, however, so the first stage of 
his journey was a waiting game. During 
that time, he was exposed to a handful 
of people that ran marathons for char-
ity. Katz said that “it wasn’t as direct as 

I made it seem, but collectively, a lot of 
people showed me that running a mara-
thon for charity is an opportunity… and 
I jumped on it.”
 To prepare for a marathon, one must 
participate in an arduous ordeal. This 
trial involves a melange of running, diet-
ing, and mental adjustment. For Andrew, 
his summer training has been a time of 
learning and reflection. According to 
Katz, “Athletics have taught me many 
things in life and have helped shape me 
into the person I am today. Gilman’s ath-
letic program has made me a better, more 
determined person, and I feel [that] every 
kid deserves the opportunity to partici-
pate in sports.” He cites his emergence 
onto the marathon circuit as a result of 
Gilman’s emphasis on athletics from a 
young age, and once he was of age, he was 
able to fulfill his dream.
 After running all summer and raising 
over $3000 for his charity, Katz is making 
his final preparations to run in New 
York City. With countless running miles 
invested, various donations acquired, and 
patience tested, Katz says he is ready to 
give it his all, and run the track for charity 
on behalf of his friends, the organization, 
his family, and himself. 

Katz, a Varsity tennis stand-out, pre-
pares for his marathon run. Photo by 
David Cha.

Turner. Choi covered a few songs on the 
electric violin, including Coldplay’s Viva 
la Vida. Herman, a.k.a. Dr. Perception, 
showcased his rapping prowess. The 
longest (20 minutes) and loudest (floor-
shaking) performance of the night, a 
mash-up by Ben “Troika” Roytenberg, 
saw the crowd on its feet dancing to the 

beat and requesting an encore mash-up. 
On Troika, Elie Barongozi (‘14) mused, 
“You just have to experience it,” while 
Tom Riley (‘14) raved, “[That was] 
impressive.”
 Concertgoers universally lauded 
the performances as stellar across the 
board. Zach Ranen (‘14) enjoyed the 
show, saying, “It was pretty cool; they 
were all great acts.” Barongozi added, 
“It was great – everything was there. No 
style was similar to another.” Perform-
ers were equally enthusiastic about the 
show. Tucker was elated to have his first 
chance to perform in front of an audience, 
“It was so much fun getting up there and 
getting to play my favorite music with 
my cousin [MacFarlane] and in front of 
everyone that I knew.  It was probably the 
best experience I've had at Gilman so far, 
honestly.” 
 Choi said of the evening, “It was 
amazing... I wasn’t sure how it would 
turn out, the results were good, [and] 
there was fantastic turnout.” He hopes 
that underclassmen will continue to 
organize Lumen Fests on a regular basis 
“in support of the Orchkids and music 
in general.” Currently, he hopes to host 
another Lumen Fest in the spring.
For those who could not make it to the 
event, or want to listen again, perfor-
mances can be found on YouTube at 
www.youtube.com/gilmanlumenfest.

Smyth Named 14th Headmaster
by RiShi bedi

 On Thursday, October 29, the Board of 
Trustees announced that it had accepted 
the Search Committee’s recommendan-
tion that Assistant Headmaster Henry 
Smyth be named the fourteenth head-
master of the School. In a letter addressed 
to the Gilman community, President of 
the Board Paul McBride (P’09, ‘13, ‘14) 
commended Mr. Smyth’s “breadth of 
experience” and “commitment and pas-
sion for education.”
 Mr. Smyth’s educational career as a 
student took him from Phillips Academy, 
Andover to Princeton University for his 
undergraduate studies followed by Stan-
ford University for a master’s degree in 
education. As a teacher and administra-
tor, he has served in leadership capacities 
at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Day School, 
The Head-Royce School and St. Albans 
School. At Gilman, Mr. McBride noted 
his quick leadership in steering the imple-
mentation of the recently-developed Long 
Range Plan. 
 Mr. Smyth was selected following 
a nationwide search led by consulting 
firm Storbeck Pimentel over the last six 
months. The Gilman Search Committee  
consisted of faculty, alumni, and parents, 
including Upper School teacher Patrick 
Hastings and Athletic Director Tim 
Holley. He emerged as the Search Com-
mittee’s unanimous recommendation 
following months of deliberation and con-

sideration, and was subsequently enthu-
siastically appointed by the Board.  
 The response from the Student Body 
has been overwhelmingly positive fol-
lowing the announcement. Junior Melvin 
Keihn opines, “I think he’s a great guy and 
that it’s great for us.” The faculty appears 
to agree, with Dean of Students Rob 
White commenting, “I’m ecstatic.” Mr. 
Smyth, as Mr. McBride noted, has quickly 
connected with all constituencies of the 
community. Classics teacher and Chap-
lain Mr. Vishio echoes this sentiment, 
stating that Mr. Smyth “has respect from 
faculty and students,” judging him a “man 
of integrity and impeccable character.” 
 Mr. Smyth, as a teacher, coach, admin-
istrator, and parent, has become quickly 
acquainted with all aspects of School 
life. In a letter published on the Gilman 
website, Mr. Smyth accepted the position 
“with great pleasure and deep appre-
ciation,” looking forward to the “exciting 
journey” of “preparing our boys today for 
life as men tomorrow.” 
 Mr. Smyth will assume the position 
on July 1, following Headmaster John 
Schmick’s retirement. Mr. Schmick’s 
immense contributions to the School are 
too numerous to list at this time, but Mr. 
Smyth summarizes it best: “Put simply, 
Gilman is a better place because of John 
Schmick.”
 We join the entire Gilman community 
in congratulating Mr. Smyth and wish 
him the best in his future endeavors.
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 Over the first week of September the 
Democrats set the stage for this election 
season at this year’s Democratic National 
Convention, highlighting their goals and 
more importantly, answering the ques-
tion: are you better off than you were 
four years ago? After a bit of stumbling 
and shying away from the question, the 
Democrat’s answer is a resounding yes. 
 This question has been their hard-
est to answer because many people feel 
that their economic situation has not 
improved since the crash at the end of 
2008. The Democrats have told the voters 
that we are better off because Barack 
Obama has set the stage for economic 
growth over the next four years. Bill 
Clinton, a favorite among Democrats, 
also mentioned in his speech that no 
president could have fixed the economy 
in four years. 
 This year their key slogan is “Forward, 
Not Back,” which is being used to appeal 
to middle class Americans, the key demo-
graphic at play for both parties. They were 
also outspoken on the dangers of trickle 
down economics and corporate greed on 
Wall Street, wanting to restructure the 
current tax code and make the wealthiest 
pay higher tax rates. 
 The Democrats went on both the offen-
sive and the defensive. They attacked 
both the radical Republican ideology 
and irresponsible fiscal policy, including 
the lowering of taxes on the wealthiest 
Americans and spending cuts to entitle-
ment programs.   
 To appeal to midwestern working class 
swing voters, the Democrats highlighted 
the success of the General Motors bailout. 
They claim that President Obama saved 
over one million jobs and the US auto 

industry. On foreign policy the big issues 
mentioned were the death of Osama 
Bin Laden and ending the war in Iraq. 
The convention also saw praise for the 
President’s healthcare reform bill which 
expanded affordable healthcare to over 
30 million Americans.
 Vice President Joe Biden spoke about 
the President’s handling of the GM bail-
out and his decision to pursue Osama 
Bin Laden. Biden assured voters that 
President Obama would be the best man 
this November to vote for. The Presi-
dent’s speech was more modest, for he 
spoke about the years ahead and told the 
people that the journey will be difficult 
yet rewarding.          
 Other key demographics highlighted 
were Hispanic Americans and women. 
Republicans have been pushing hard 
for their votes this year. Julian Castro, 
mayor of San Antonio and rising star of 
the party, had a prominent speaking role 
at the convention. Following a Republican 
Convention that was silent on women’s 
rights, women’s rights activist Sandra 
Fluke made an appearance. 
 After the conventions, various polls 
show the president was leading nationally 
and had increased his lead in significant 
swing states. Gallup polls taken after the 
convention showed that the President 
increased his lead by three points, giving 
him a six point lead over Mitt Romney.
 The Democrats have framed this as 
a choice election and have made it clear 
that by voting for Mitt Romney, the nation 
will be undoing four years of work secur-
ing our future. There is about a month to 
go, but a month can be an eternity, and 
despite what the numbers tell, we only 
will know who the next President is on 
election night.

Re.: Laptops and Tablets and eBooks, Oh My! 
(September 2012)

 It was good to see an article in The 
News about the Upper School Document 
of Choice (D.O.C.) initiative. I am excited 
about the possibilities that this program 
will provide all of our students and fac-
ulty. No more logging onto networks, 
checking  out carts of thin-clients, and 
most importantly, looking out and seeing 
a hybrid class of those with and without a 
device. However, as with any new initia-
tive, there are responsibilities required 
for all involved. Students face the respon-
sibility of using a device for purposes 
related to their classes and the academic 
program. Teachers need to determine 
how these devices can improve student 
mastery of the key skills imperative for 
classroom success. Lastly, administrators 
must encourage both faculty and students 
to move beyond their comfort zone within 
the physical walls of the classroom and 
explore better and more innovative ways 

Democratic Convention: 
Focused on the Future

by Kevin KuCzynSKi

to learn about the world around them.
 Not only did your article fail to address 
these points but it also failed to use a 
varied selection of students, teachers, 
and administration to report on this new 
initiative. Gilman is fortunate to have 
teachers and students who have already 
discovered the benefits of effectively 
implementing forms of technology in 
the process of day to day learning.  The 
strength of Gilman has been its ability 
to adapt to the changing times while 
remaining true to Mrs. Carey’s vision. 
There is no doubt in my mind that the 
most important challenge facing Gilman 
is the one presented to us by the Digital 
Age. My hope is that in future editions 
of The News, there is greater emphasis 
placed on discussing and highlighting  the 
wonderful and effective ways our student 
and teachers are blending the traditional 
strengths of our school with the changes 
that the 21st Century presents.

Rob Heubeck
History Department Faculty

Letter to the Editor: Device of Choice

 From August 27th to August 30th, the 
Republican Party convened in Tampa, 
Florida to hold their quadrennial National 
Convention.  As a Party, Republicans 
came together to unify their Party and 
strengthen their base. Highlighted by 
keynote speeches by the Party’s Leaders, 
the Convention offered an opportunity to 
sell themselves to the American people as 
the best choice for the highest offices in 
the land.  
 After being delayed a day as a result 
of Hurricane Isaac, which lashed Tampa 
and the Gulf Coast with rain and hurri-
cane force winds, the convention started 
on the Twenty-Eighth of August.  The 
overall theme for the convention was, 
“A Better Future,” but each day had its 
own theme.  For example, plastered on 
the walls across the convention center 
was the phrase, “We Built It,” a moniker 
meant to mock a statement the President 
made earlier in the campaign.  
  Former Republican Presidential Can-
didate Rick Santorum, Mrs. Romney, and 
keynote speaker Chris Christie were the 
main speakers in the first night.  Specifi-
cally, Christie and Santorum rallied the 
base with strong rhetoric against Presi-
dent Obama, citing many of his failures 
across the board over the past few years.  
As the keynote speaker for the first 
night, Christie didn’t mention Romney’s 
name in the first eighteen minutes of 
the speech, leaving many baffled as he 
focused on bolstering himself and attack-
ing Obama rather than praising Former 

Governor Romney.  Ann Romney was the 
star of the night, holding the GOP crowd 
captivated, garnering the greatest cheers 
of the night as she spoke of the love and 
affection she has for her husband.
 The second night of the Convention 
was another opportunity for the GOP to 
appeal to the average American voter, 
Paul Ryan took the stage as the keynote 
speaker, continuing the party’s vitri-
olic attacks towards President Obama.  
Unlike Christie, Ryan seemed humbled 
to be on stage, focusing on bolstering 
Mitt Romney as the party’s candidate.  
In the first half of the speech, he attacked 
Obama on spending and unemployment, 
and closed with his and Mitt’s differences 
in background and faith.  His speech was 
perceived well among the base; however, 
he drew criticism from fact-checkers as 
he made a suspect claim regarding a 
GM plant closing under Obama, which 
instead closed in mid-2008. 
 The final night of the convention 
brought forth mixed reactions from 
the Media and the Republican Party 
itself.  Although Mitt Romney was the 
keynote speech for the night, the night’s 
mystery speaker, Clint Eastwood unin-
tentionally stole the show, taking most 
of the attention from the Presidential 
candidate.  Eastwood took the podium 
and proceeded to speak to an, “Invisible 
Obama,” who was sitting in an empty 
chair, lecturing him for 10 minutes on 
his mistakes in office.  Some hailed it 
as brilliant; however, the general reac-
tion left many perplexed and confused.  
For the grand finale to the convention, 

Romney accepted the Republican Party’s 
nomination for President, reiterating the 
notion that Obama has disappointed the 
nation on employment and the economy.   
Romney picked up steam in the second 
half of his speech, defending his status on 
Bain Capital, which has been a constant 
target from the Obama Campaign.  He 
talked about its successes and defended 
the essence of capitalism.  Questionably 
amiss from the speech was any mention 

of the troops abroad or any mention of 
foreign policy altogether.
 The RNC gave Republicans uninter-
rupted primetime on nearly all of the 
major news networks; however, according 
to Gallup’s daily tracking poll, the 2012 
Convention had the smallest net impact 
on voter intentions ever, with 40% more 
likely to vote as opposed to 38% less likely 
to vote for Mr. Romney.  

Republican Convention:
GOP Makes its Case

by huntington WilliamS
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Snack Cart a Smash Hit

 I’m sure most of you have been back 
and forth from the Lumen Center many 
times now, giving you an opportunity to 
stop by the fruit-and-power-bar-selling 
snack cart.  It is open from 2:15 to 3:45, 
and is a healthy alternative to the country 
store, with an added bonus – it’s free.
 At least, the fruit is – each student 
is limited to two pieces of free fruit.  
The power bars cost $1.25. After fourth 
period, a large congregation of hungry 
students can be found milling around the 
snack cart area, located at the entrance 
to the serving area of the dining hall, 
reflecting its already sizable popularity.  
When one senior was asked why he came 
to the snack cart, he replied, “Cause it’s a 
nice, free way to get fresh fruit.”  Indeed it 
is, as the cart will be providing seasonal 
fruit all year round, and its contents will 
vary with what’s in and out of season.  
 The main idea of the snack was to 
create “something more oriented towards 
sustaining [students],” says Mr. Furlong.  
Since upper schoolers eat lunch the earli-
est, yet stay the latest, having  the snack 
cart is a good way to give students a last 
burst of energy to finish out the day.  Fruit 

and power bars were ideal, because they 
wanted items to be able to stay on the cart 
with no care needed.
The snack cart is an ideal solution to 
keeping students well fed throughout the 
day, without having to rely on the country 
store. Now, we all know how good a black 
bottom muffin or some Dall’s licorice can 
be, but face it – it’s not exactly healthy.  
Fruit provides both nutrition and energy, 
something you can’t get from licorice, 
sugar wafers, or Mentos.
 On an average day, 300 pieces of fruit 
are given out – that’s a total of 150 stu-
dents each getting two pieces of fruit, 
or 300 students getting one piece each.  
The power bars, on the other hand, are 
not doing so well – on average, around 
10 every day are sold.  The fruit seems to 
be the main attraction, being “sold” 30 
times as often as the power bars, which 
correlates to the fact that it’s free.
 So when you’re walking out of fourth 
or fifth period, and you feel that you just 
can’t make it through athletics, stop by 
the snack cart and grab a bite to eat to 
give you the energy you need to finish the 
day strong.

by ChRiStopheR Stith

by JoSeph White

 When Eli Clemens (‘14) led Gilman 
into a new school year this September, he 
had to warn the Lower Schoolers about 
a startling, unfamiliar sound they would 
hear. The loud drones of a bagpipe can 
be intimidating to young children, just as 
it can be inspiring to older ones. But for 
Eli Clemens, that 
sound is as famil-
iar as the voice 
of an old friend. 
He has been play-
ing the bagpipe 
for the last ten 
years, and with 
all the practice, 
he’s pretty good.“I 
know most of the 
bagpipers in our 
area... there are 
about ten good 
ones, and a lot of bad ones,” says Clem-
ens of his peers. He falls into the former 
group. But even when he was as young 
as the Lower Schoolers are now, Eli was 
never afraid of the bagpipes. In fact, 
seeing bagpipers at parades was what 
inspired the young Eli to take up this 
unique and challenging instrument for 

himself. Something clicked as he listened 
to those bagpipers marching by, and he 
has been hooked ever since. 
 Through it all, his mentor and teacher, 
Iain MacHarg, encouraged him to keep 
practicing. “The hardest part about bag-
piping is that it takes a lot of practice,” 
he says, explaining that he practices 

in his room with 
the door closed 
because of the 
noise. “My family 
i s  used to  i t ,” 
he adds, chuck-
ling. The prac-
tice has paid off. 
Last summer, Eli 
went to Scotland 
to compete and 
learn with bagpip-

ers from all over the world, and his band 
won tenth place.

 Eli has no plans for where he wants to 
take his bagpiping hobby, but his talent 
and dedication suggest that he will prob-
ably stick with it for years to come. And 
as for us seniors, we will get to see him 
at least one more time: when he leads 
the seniors to the close of their Gilman 
careers on Founder’s Day.

Gangnam Style Tops the Charts
by david Kang

 “Oppan Gangnam Style (강남스타일in 
Korean).” It’s a phrase being repeated all 
over the world now, often by people who 
have no clue what it means. “Gangnam 
Style” was released on YouTube this past 
summer, and has already received over 
500 million views since July 15th. That’s 
an average of nearly 5 million views a day. 
The song in its entirety (lyrics, vocals, 
choreography, production) was created 
by a man called PSY (real name Park 
Jae-sang), who, before the video, was a 
D-List celebrity in Korea. Nobody saw 
this coming  not even PSY himself. He 
still can’t believe that he’s now a world-
famous star: “I still don’t have any idea 
yet,” said PSY in a recent interview with 
Ryan Seacrest. “I’ve done this 12 years in 
Korea, and now, I’m [a] rookie here now.”
 But it’s obvious why the video became 
so popular. The song itself is very catchy: 
the bass thumping, simple chorus, and 
the English sprinkled here and there 
makes for a song that you would dance 
to in the car (safely, of course). However, 
when you men-
t ion  “G a ng-
n a m  S t y l e ” 
to a random 
p e r s on ,  t he 
v i d e o  t h a t 
accompanies 
the dance is 
probably more 
m e n t i o n e d 
than the actual 
s o n g  i t s e l f . 
T h i s  v i d e o 
c a n be st  be 
described as a 
hodgepodge of 
randomness. 
I t s  s c e n e s 
r a n g e  f r o m 
swimming in 
a public bath house to walking through 
Hurricane Garbage while trying to keep 
a straight face (something PSY’s female 
counterparts failed to do). It’s ridiculous 
in a light-hearted and hilarious manner. 
The dance has also become instantly 
recognizable with its simple and fun-
to-do movements. Because of this, PSY 
has been making many TV appearances 
recently: the VMAs, Ellen Degeneres 
Show, and NBC’s Today Show. He also 
signed a contract with Island Records by 
Scooter Braun, who manages the likes of 
Justin Bieber, Carly Rae Jepsen, and The 
Wanted.
 This whole ordeal raises another 
question. Is PSY the way in which K-Pop 
(Korean Pop Music) finally enters the 
Western Market? Gangnam Style’s lyrics 
are mostly in Korean, with the only 
English being the title itself and “Hey, 
sexy lady.” But the song’s arrival to fame 
seems like a fluke, since the video is the 
primary reason for its popularity. How 
can you possibly not find a chubby Asian 
man dancing and being goofy, hilarious, 
and entertaining? Indeed, Gangnam 
Style was a unique music video , and 
it’s very unlikely that PSY can create 
something of that caliber again, although 
signing with Justin Bieber’s manager is 
a good move.
 The approaches of the entertainment 
companies that control the Korean music 
industry are completely different from 
the PSY blueprint. The primary theme 
in Korean music at the moment is the 
idea of boy bands and girl bands (often 

Students enjoy fruit provided by the snack cart. (Photo by David Cha)

Korean artist PSY rocks it out with Gangnam Style.
Photo courtesy of www.kiss925.com

called idol groups), slightly similar to 
‘N Sync and Destiny’s Child. They are 
trained for copious amounts of time by 
the companies and mostly follow what 
they are told to do with very little artistic 
freedom. They are also very different in 
terms of image. Most of the groups have 
very good looking and well dressed young 
people that have fans, both male and 
female, who would kill to even touch a 
used tissue by these idol stars, while PSY 
is a slightly overweight, typical-looking 
Korean man in his mid-30s.
 Over the past few years, these enter-
tainment companies have tried and failed 
to promote their bands to the Western 
market. Most notable are the Wonder 
Girls, a five-member girl group formed 
by the entertainment company JYP. The 
company has spent millions of dollars to 
market them in the U.S. with a movie and 
a TV show on Nickelodeon. Despite this 
massive investment, the Wonder Girls 
are still largely unknown outside the 
Korean demographic. They even released 

a single featur-
ing Akon called 
“Like Money,” 
but the song is 
typically seen 
as Akon singing 
with a bunch of 
random Asian 
girls.
 T h e 
Wonder Girls 
are not alone. 
YG’s Se7en and 
SM’s BoA (these 
entertainment 
companies love 
acronyms) also 
sought success 
in the Ameri-
can market, but 

they soon retreated back to their comfort 
zones in Asia after receiving a tepid wel-
come. Currently, the only K-Pop group 
exploring the American market is YG’s 
2NE1, a girl group that strays from the 
cutesy and bubbly norm of typical girl 
groups.
 So why has K-Pop struggled to enter 
into the US market? The answer is actu-
ally quite simple. The entertainment 
companies have a predetermined notion 
of what would appeal to the American 
demographic, which they get from look-
ing at artists like Jason Mraz, Maroon 
5, and Justin Bieber. Then they try to 
imitate the same sound with their art-
ists, but the end result is quite awkward, 
to say the least. The songs are often in 
broken English that is very difficult to 
listen to – kind of like pizza with kimchi 
in it. It might appeal to some, but the vast 
majority of Americans would be hesitant 
to even try it.
 Nevertheless, the explosion of PSY in 
the world has taught these entertainment 
companies that success overseas is pos-
sible, given the right circumstances. It is 
yet to be seen if they are willing to change 
their whole approach to the American 
market, or even if PSY can maintain 
his success. Considering the history of 
failed attempts, however, the widespread 
acceptance of K-Pop in the world outside 
of Asia seems very unlikely.

Student Spotlight: Eli Clemens

Photo by David Cha. 
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 Although it captured less media atten-
tion this year, Baltimore's 2nd Annual 
Grand Prix Race was still considered a 
success in the eyes of the City of Balti-
more.  It seems that there were a number 
of factors that could have prevented the 
race from happening altogether, and that 
the event was able to happen only through 
sheer hard work and effort on the parts 
of many.
 According to Ryan O'Doherty, spokes-
man for Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake, "after the inaugural race, the pre-
vious operator had significant financial 
issues that they were responsible for.  The 
mayor felt like that was unfortunate, and 
that with good management, [the race] 
could be successful for years to come.”
 After coming to the decision that the 
race was still in their best interests, the 
City of Baltimore made plans for a second 
Grand Prix.  Subsequently, race super-
vision was entrusted to the firm Grant 
Capital Partners, who in turn hired the 
racing company Andretti Sports Market-
ing to promote and operate the race.
 With only 100 days left to plan the 
event from scratch, the two partnering 
companies kicked into high gear, and 
were able to pull off, as Mr. O’Doherty 
remarked, an “undeniable success given 

how much time they had to put the event 
together. 
 However, a few issues that generally 
go hand-in-hand with any street-racing 
event inevitably surfaced, such as traffic 
problems and skeptical questions about 
the purpose of the race.  
 When asked about the potential con-
gestion and heavy traffic tied to hosting 
the Grand Prix, Mr. O’Doherty answered 
“I think that the traffic concerns have 
been quelled since the first year, and 
[the city] handled it a lot better this year.  
There was one day leading up to the race 
with significant delays, but the event sup-
ports our tourism economy and provides 
revenue to the city directly.”
 Mr. Jade Gurss, Director of Corporate 
Communication for Andretti addition-
ally commented that “the traffic issues 
last year prompted us to construct the 
track in a more efficient manner, which 
meant the traffic impact for commuters 
and pedestrians was a vast improvement 
compared to last year.”
 However, the question still lingers on 
whether or not the race will take place 
again.  According to Mr. Gurss, “Right 
now, we can't confirm the race for 2013 
and beyond, but we are working hard to 
make it happen again.”

Grand Prix Next Year?
by ethan paRK

 Every year on the second Tuesday in 
November, a new Call of Duty game is 
released. This year’s installment, Call 
of Duty: Black Ops II, is scheduled to 
come out on November 13th.  Since 
its initial announcement in May 2012, 
developer Treyarch announced its plans 
to completely revolutionize the series. 
Each piece of news leaked illustrates yet 
another new feature. 
 Many people do not pay attention to the 
c a m p a i g n 
in  C a l l  of 
Duty, skip-
ping over it 
to focus on 
multiplayer. 
However, in 
Call of Duty: 
Black Ops 
II, Treyarch 
has added 
new reason 
to play the campaign. There are now 
Strike Force missions, which allow you to 
control drones, infantry or simply control 
the actions of troops. These missions will 
affect the outcome of the story, and may 
change what the main villain does in the 
end. The campaign as a whole is also new, 
as it ventures into a cold war set in the 
year 2025 between China and America 
over rare earth materials. However, the 
campaign begins in the 1980’s follow-
ing Alex Mason, the protagonist of Call 
of Duty: Black Ops. The future sections 
of the campaign follow his son, David 
Mason. With these changes, Treyarch is 
trying to get people to have a completely 
new single player experience, where no 
two people are guaranteed the same 
ending.
 Many people focus on the multiplayer 
aspect of Call of Duty. The multiplayer 
boasts an entirely new Create-A-Class 
system, dubbed the “Pick 10” system. 
Rather than having a single slot for a pri-

mary weapon, secondary weapon, perks, 
etc, it gives the player 10 “allocation 
points” which can be put wherever the 
player wishes. For example, a player can 
have an extra perk instead of a secondary 
weapon. The multiplayer will take place 
in 2025, allowing for a completely new 
experience.
 Another major aspect of Treyarch’s Call 
of Duty titles since Call of Duty: World 
at War, has been zombies. Treyarch is 

completely 
revamping 
the zombies 
game mode. 
It will still 
feature the 
c l a s s i c  4 
player sur-
vival mode, 
w h e r e  u p 
to 4 play-
ers can fight 

hordes of the undead until they are over-
powered and killed. Treyarch is adding 
new game modes, such as two teams of 
4 seeing which team can survive longer. 
It is also being moved to the multiplayer 
engine, allowing for better support and 
leaderboards, so players can see how they 
rank against their friends and the world. 
 Every year, Call of Duty players will 
buy the game and have a nearly identical 
experience to the previous title. How-
ever, Call of Duty: Black Ops II looks as 
if it will be a completely new experience, 
instead of a repeat of the previous title 
with slightly different weapons and maps 
and a graphical update. Treyarch looks 
to completely change the experience for 
the players, and is willing to step out of 
the boundaries that the other titles have 
been limited by. Come November, Call 
of Duty: Black Ops II looks as if it will 
redefine Call of Duty and potentially the 
entire first person shooter genre. 

Call of Duty: Black Ops II Preview
by tobin bRombeRg

  After previous titles including Apoca-
lypse, Extinction, and Afterlife, one 
would think that writer and director Paul 
W.S. Anderson could sense the declining 
interest in a series which probably should 
have ended after extinction, right?  Not 
only do the sheer number of films seem 
interminable, but the general premise 
and “plot” seem repeated film after film.  
Resident Evil: Retribution begins with a 
slow-motion rewind of a huge battle and 
a lengthy summary of the previous films, 
which seem to fuse together into what 
would seem to fit into a thirty minute 
sci-fi special. 
 Once again, Milla Jovovich plays the 
eternally saucy Alice, who, as always, is 
fighting the excessively evil Umbrella 
Corp.  Umbrella has allegedly created 
biological weapons which, in addition 
to wiping out most of the population, 
create flesh-famished undead.  As the 
story progresses, one can clearly see 
that this movie was made to be a video 
game, complete with hordes of zombies, 
hordes of zombies with guns, and zom-
bies with tentacles.  Not only that, but the 
whole setting seems fantastical, with an 
underground testing facility miles below 
the Russian landscape that is rigged to 

explode only two hours after the pals of 
Alice come to help her escape from the 
clutches of the evil, money-grubbing 
Umbrella Corp. If the previous sentence 
seemed poorly composed, you should see 
the film. One would have trouble portray-
ing the vast ideas that Anderson stuffs 
into the short, 1 hour 35 minute movie; 
it would be more practical to imagine 
melding ideas from Alien, The Matrix, 
James Bond, Captain America,  and The 
X- Files.
 Apart, these titles are radical and 
revolutionary, but mushed together 
they become tasteless slop.  Alice never 
seems to run out of bullets, but when 
she does, the clip is in the air upwards of 
twenty seconds as she continues to kill 
the undead.  The supporting roles would 
be interesting, but the cliché writing 
and poor delivery make it very difficult 
to suppress laughter in various scenes.  
Sienna Guillory and Michele Rodriguez 
are second thoughts, and it shows. If the 
crowd at the showing of Retribution was 
any indication of the health of the fran-
chise, it appears as if it truly is game over. 
Get strapped in though, because by the 
looks of it, the evil will go on... and on... 
and on...

“Resident Evil” Movie Review
by Wolfie dRaKe

 Get excited about nature! The 2012-
2013 Environmental Club, led by its new 
junior president Tyler Wakefield, looks to 
be “more involved in the school” than last 
year’s club. The club, seeking to gain more 
members and support, is advised by Dr. 
Harris and Mr. Shattuck, a new addition. 
In general, meetings are held a couple 
times every month to promote awareness 
of environmental news through articles 
and videos and also to consider ideas 
to make our community more “green.” 
People are free to join the Facebook group 
or see the bulletin board outside of Dr. 
Mo’s office.
 Many activities, some of them new, 
are planned for this year. The club plans 
on showing videos during 4th and 5th 
periods open to everyone. Also, multiple 
stream cleans will be held, hopefully 
coordinated with Roland Park and Bryn 
Mawr. If that isn’t enough excitement, the 
“famous brown outs” (opportunities to 
cut back on the usage of electronics and 
energy in general) should be scheduled 
several times this year as opposed to last 
year’s single “brown out.”
 Other environmental initiatives 
should also be tested this year at Gilman. 
The club is aiming to place recycling bins 
in bathrooms for the large amounts of 
paper towel waste. In the past, Gilman 
gave recycled paper to Abitibi, a company 
that used that paper to make newspapers. 
Recycling at Gilman has now become 
single-stream, where paper, plastic, cans, 
bottles, cardboard, plastic wrappers, etc. 
can all be mindlessly thrown into one bin, 
so now you don’t have to get a headache 
while stressing out over whether paper or 
plastic goes in the blue bin. This should 
increase the amount of recycling.
 Perhaps the most significant endeavor, 
Gilman is applying to become a Green 
School this year, a title given to any 
public or private school that exhibits an 

awareness for the environment by the 
Maryland Association for Environmental 
and Outdoor Education. Two years ago, 
our application was denied, so how can 
we improve? If Roland Park and Bryn 
Mawr are both Green Schools, why isn’t 
Gilman? We already have many sustain-
able processes going on, such as the 
composting system, green roof over the 
Lumen Center, and solar panels over the 
Science Building. The MAEOE website 
cites the following as requirements to 
become a Green School: “classroom 
integration of environmental issue 
instruction, environmental professional 
development for educators, celebration of 
the school's achievements, demonstration 
of selected conservation best manage-
ment practices, and sustained school-
community partnerships to enhance 
environmental learning.” In particular, 
school curriculum (especially in the 
sciences) should include environmental 
issues.
 Above all, students and teachers 
would benefit most from a simple love for 
nature. Having the official title of a Green 
School or having a lot of solar panels is 
all wonderful, but the bottom line is that 
we should enjoy the outdoors and wish 
to share that joy with our friends. Our 
attitude can always improve to be more 
willing to sacrifice our wants for what 
would help the environment. Popularity 
among teenagers should be determined 
by the amount of litter he or she picks up 
every day. Every little scrap of litter left 
on the ground counts, as it will inevitably 
find its way into the Stony Run stream 
and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. This 
sounds pretty cliché, but consider all of 
the adorable animals out there. Many of 
the initiatives mentioned sound rather 
official and daunting, but if we keep a 
love for nature in the forefront of our 
minds, everything else should fall into 
place nicely.

Greenhounds
by andReW paRK
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 In a world of false truths presented 
by established media corporations with 
often twisted political agenda, a form of 
comedy that bridges entertainment and 
national politics has arisen. Satirical 
news has become the driving force behind 
political comedy in the twenty-first cen-
tury, bringing entertainment and relevant 
national discussion to many Americans.
Comedians such as Jon Stewart and 
Stephen Colbert, both appearing on the 
late night television channel Comedy 
Central, have led the way to a national 
conversation over politics and have been 
critical of the established cable news 
media. Now let’s be clear, these certainly 
are not unbiased sources and most people 
who watch these shows obtain the news 
in other ways. It is worth noting, how-
ever, that American’s confidence in other 
news sources is at an all-time low with 21 
percent of Americans having confidence 
in television news according to a Gallup 
survey.
 Jon Stewart on his show, The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart, plays a news 
anchor covering national political stories. 
He even has correspondents who travel 
to different areas of the country con-
ducting interviews with politician.  The 
Daily Show is known as being outspoken 
against cable news, particularly conserva-
tive biased FOX News, with pundits such 
as Bill O’Reilly and Sean Hannity.  By 

asking what the political pundits think of 
issues, Jon Stewart plans to find hypoc-
risy in their rhetoric, and blatant lies. 
 Stephen Colbert represents the pundit 
on his show, The Colbert Report, taking 
on the persona of a pompous, self cen-
tered pundit who claims to be a real jour-
nalist. His show is based off of the very 
popular cable news show, the O’Reilly 
Factor on FOX News. By claiming to 
support a radical and selfish Republican 
agenda Stephen Colbert uses the point 
he is trying to make as a way to convince 
those watching of the hypocrisy and back-
wards thinking of the Republican agenda. 
Inviting guests onto his show he attempts 
to comically recreate the hostility shown 
to guests that the Factor uses by inter-
rupting them with political comments.
 Obviously, comedy should not take 
the place of news; however, with an all 
time low of people trusting news out-
lets, something must be said and, more 
importantly, something must  be done. 
These should be problems that should 
fix themselves, since the people would 
seem to want to the truth. But when 
profit becomes mixed up with being the 
prophet, opinion can be passed off as fact. 
Just ask a News Corporation executive 
about this.
 So in conclusion, I may not know the 
truth, but I will know that I am being lied 
to.

Ballot Questions 
1)  Should Prince George’s County only use judges on its Orphan Court that are licensed  
 as lawyers?
2)  Should Baltimore County only use judges on its Orphan Court that are licenesed as   
 lawyers?
3)  Should Maryland politicians found guilty of crimes be suspended when they are found  
 guilty or when the conviction is finalized? 
4) Should undocumented immigrants who have met the requirements for high school gradu- 
 ation, filed taxes, and have intent to apply for permanet residency be able to pay in-state  
 tuition rates at community colleges?
5)  Should the boundaries for the state’s eight congressional districts be ammended based on  
 recent census data and the constitution? 
6)  Should civil marriage licenses be available for gay and lesbian couples?
7)  Under the premise of raising revenue for educational funds, should table games be legali- 
 zed in casinos?

 After enjoying great success on the PC, 
Minecraft made the jump to Xbox 360 in 
June. This release resembles an earlier 
version of Minecraft in that it avoids the 
gimmicks of the current PC version. It 
does not include things such as a hunger 
meter, creative mode, potions or enchant-
ing. While some may mourn these miss-
ing features, I think this is what makes 
Minecraft on Xbox 360 Edition so much 
fun. It is still what Minecraft is supposed 
to be, a creativity toy with no restrictions.
 Upon starting, you are placed in an 
open world, with nothing to guide you 
but your own instincts. The best course 
of action is to first make tools and then 
make a shelter. Unfortunately, when I 
tried to do this, I was not able to finish 

my shelter before night fell, so I sealed 
myself in and made a crafting table. This 
crafting table is incredibly easy to use. To 
make items, open the crafting table, select 
the category that fits the tool you want, 
and select the tool you want. As long as 
you have the necessary materials, you will 
instantly get what you want. 
 I then tunneled into the side of a moun-
tain and sealed myself in. After making 
sure that nothing could get into my safe 
house, I started digging down and man-
aged to fall into a large cavern that I had 
been standing above. This is one of the 
beauties of Minecraft: you can be stand-
ing above a cornucopia of resources and 
be completely oblivious to it, until you 
fall into it and nearly kill yourself. In this 

Minecraft Mines a New Market
by tobin bRombeRg

Truth or Comedy?
by Kevin KuCzynSKi

cavern were enough resources to fulfill 
my needs for all of eternity: I was buried 
under mountains of iron. The only thing 
it lacked was diamond, which is necessary 
to make the strongest tools in the game. 
When I finally resurfaced, I found that it 
was daytime, and went to work building 
a house.
 Upon finishing my endeavor, I realized 
something. There was nothing left to do. 
Aside from mining, the only thing to do 
was build and then defend the structures. 
That is the problem with a game where 
you are given total freedom. When there 
are no directions as to what to do, the 
game becomes boring once you have 
done what you want. For less creative 
people like me, this is a major flaw in the 

game, but for more artistic people, this 
is the charm of Minecraft. You have total 
freedom to make anything you desire, 
whether that is a giant golden statue of 
yourself, a scale replica of New York City, 
or anything in between. 
 There is no reason to come back to 
your creations once they are finished. 
However, not being given a path to follow 
is also the allure of Minecraft. Having no 
rules means that you can play the game 
your way, the way that all games should 
be played. In my opinion, Minecraft is a 
truly engaging game, promising hours 
of entertainment. Not having limita-
tions like other games makes Minecraft 
something truly rare in the gaming com-
munity. 

 Questions 1 and 2: In addition to the 
current eligibility requirements, each 
of the three judges of the respective 
Orphans’ Court must be admitted to 
practice law in this State and be a member 
in good standing of the Maryland Bar. To 
be implemented, they must be approved 
by both a majority of the statewide voters 
and a majority of the voters in their 
respective counties.
 Question 3: Under current law, a 
“conviction” occurs upon the sentencing 
for a crime. Thus, an elected official who 
is found guilty or enters a guilty plea 
may continue in office until the official 
is sentenced for the crime, which may 
be months later. This proposed consti-
tutional amendment establishes that a 
state or local official who is found guilty 
is suspended immediately upon the find-
ing of guilt. A State or local official who 
pleads guilty or nolo contendere would be 
removed from office immediately without 
the possibility of reinstatement.
 Question 4: This Act allows certain 
individuals who attended and graduated 
from Maryland high schools to pay in-
state tuition and, in certain instances, 
in-county tuition at community colleges. 
An individual who graduates from or 

earns a certain number of credits from 
a community college in the State is then 
eligible under the Act to pay the resident 
tuition rate at a public four- year higher 
education institution in Maryland under 
specified circumstances. Because of 
their inability to establish permanent 
residency, these individuals, including 
many immigrants, both documented and 
undocumented, are considered nonresi-
dents for tuition purposes regardless of 
how long they have lived in Maryland. 
The Act also extends the time in which 
honorably discharged military veterans 
may qualify for in-state tuition rates.
 Question 5: This Act establishes a new 
congressional districting plan for the 
election of Maryland’s eight representa-
tives in the U.S. House of Representatives 
based on new census figures, as required 
by law.
 Question 6: This Act amends current 
law to allow gay and lesbian couples to 
obtain a civil marriage license. Other 
prohibitions and age restrictions relating 
to who may legally marry remain in place. 
The Act does not affect existing laws pro-
hibiting discrimination in employment, 
housing, or public accommodations on 
the basis of sexual orientation.

Source: http://www.elections.state.md.us/elections/2012/ballot_questions.html

The Ballot: A Brief Overview
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Obama Did Poorly

On October 3rd, 2012, the first of three 
presidential debates took place between 
President Obama and Republican Presi-
dential Nominee Mitt Romney in Denver, 
Colorado.  Moderated by PBS veteran Jim 
Lehrer, the debate had a huge audience 
across each of the major networks, with 
over 70 million viewers nationwide.  Mr. 
Romney and President Obama traded 
blows on domestic policy issues such as 
the Affordable Care Act, Medicare, and 
the national deficit.   The Former Gover-
nor displayed the more energy of the two 
candidates, and wasted no time landing 
blows on President Obama’s record.  
Obama, instead of turning the tables on 
Romney regarding his previous gaffes in 
the campaign, let Romney continuously 

batter him without respite.   
 Frankly, President Obama looked 
passively lost and was talking in circles, 
repeating statements as if Mr. Romney 
would magically bend to his word and 
abide by his wishes.  Instead, Romney 
didn’t bat an eye and continued to center 
his primary positions from the far-right 
to pander to the independent and main-
stream voter.  President Obama missed 
opportunity after opportunity to attack 
Mr. Romney on his 47% comments ear-
lier in May, and let Romney pander his 
newfound admiration for the middle class 
without consequences.  The debate was a 
great opportunity for Obama to separate 
from Romney on domestic issues, and 
instead of being the aggressor present in 
his advertisements, he looked lost, like 
many of his potential votes at stake.

 Jim Lehrer came out of retirement 
this month to moderate the first of three 
presidential debates.  His first stint as 
a moderator was in 1988 in the contest 
between Michael Dukakis and George 
H.W. Bush.   
 Born in Wichita, Kansas, Lehrer went 
to high school in Texas, where he was 
one of three sports editors on the school 
newspaper. After graduation from Texas’s 
Victoria College, Lehrer went on to attend 
the Missouri School of Journalism and 
later joined the US Marine Corps.  
 Beginning his journalism career at 
the Dallas Morning News and the Dallas 
Times-Herald, Jim Lehrer moved on 
to anchor a local news show in 1970, 
Newsroom, on Kera-TV. Then, in 1973, 
he started his career at PBS and eventu-
ally in 1975, he began working alongside 
Robert MacNeil in The MacNeil/Lehrer 
Report which eventually became the PBS 
NewsHour. 
 Following last week’s debate, the 
seasoned journalist was accosted from 
all sides for not controlling it effectively. 
Whether his fault or not, Lehrer seemed 
to have lost control in the October 3rd 
debate, with Governor Romney and 
President Obama frequently speaking 
over him and at times, simply ignoring 
his attempts at moving forward with new 

Questions viewers wish the 
moderator had asked:

How much time do we as a country have to get the 
growth of our debt under control?

Will you please stop talking over me?

What is your view on abortion?

How will America deal with a rising population?

What would you do about the patriot act and the loss 
of liberty and freedom of speech?

As president, what would you do to help control the 
rising cost of college tuition?

How has our economy improved over the last fourwww 
years?

Will you work with Congress, or just be an obstinate 
President?

topics.  Both candidates at one point or 
another challenged Lehrer regarding the 
rules of the debate. Romney cut Lehrer off 
to say that he should be ending a segment 
since Obama started it and President 
Obama jokingly mocked Lehrer, saying, 
“I had five seconds before you inter-
rupted me,” and continued to talk on the 
subject for well beyond the five seconds. 
The broad questions focused on the dif-
ferences between the two candidates 
in domestic policy issues often allowed 
the candidates to stray from the topic. 
Defending his performance, Lehrer said, 
"Part of my moderator mission was to stay 
out of the way of the flow and I had no 
problems with doing so." In any event, the 
debate was an unqualified success with 
viewers, who told pollsters that Governor 
Romney “won” the evening.

Lehrer: Moderator or Not?
by bRian Choo

by huntington WilliamS

The Casino Conundrum
by ethan paRK, JoRdan bRodie 

& miChael CollinS

 When Maryland residents cast their 
votes on Tuesday, November 6th, they 
will have the opportunity to voice their 
final opinion on the Maryland Gaming 
Expansion Referendum.  More commonly 
known as Question 7, this legislative 
measure has been the subject of a nearly 
$40 million ongoing advertising battle 
between its supporters and opponents.
 Question 7 will do three things if 
passed by the Maryland voters.  It will 
authorize the State of Maryland to 
approve the construction and licensing of 
another casino in Prince George’s county, 
and it will allow for the licensing of 1,500 
more video slot machines throughout the 
state.  Most significantly, this referendum 
will allow current and future casinos to 
add table games like poker or blackjack 
to their gambling options, instead of only 
having video slot machines.
 “It is a venture that could create up to 
5,000 new jobs and potentially $200 mil-
lion dollars in revenue for the state,” said 
Delegate Sheila Hixson, Chairwoman of 
the House Ways and Means Committee 
that amended the bill.  “However,” she 
added, “if the voters from Prince George’s 
County vote against the measure, it will 
fail, regardless of what the rest of Mary-
land says.” She went on to remark that 
this was an issue that “crosses party lines, 
as both parties have interests in casinos 
across the state.”

 These interests have turned out to be 
big private corporations, most notably 
MGM International and Penn National 
Gaming, who are for and against the 
measure, respectively.  
 The motives for these two distinct 
sides are clear: MGM would have a huge 
source of revenue coming from the Prince 
George’s County casino, while Penn 
National wants to protect the profits of 
its Charles Town Races casino in West 
Virginia, whose earnings could suffer if 
the MGM casino were to be built.
 MGM, the would-be future owner 
of the Prince George’s county casino, 
has been spending millions of dollars 
in advertising that a casino would be 
beneficial for the state because it could 
create thousands of jobs in Maryland and 
provide hundreds of millions of dollars 
in funds for public education.  
 On the other hand, Penn National has 
been refuting these figures, claiming that 
the state is in no way obligated to use the 
money made from the casino towards 
public education.  In fact, the corporation 
argues, the Maryland legislature is just 
using education as a disguise for money 
that can be used to meet budget shortfalls 
and other expenditures. Only a small 
amount of money, it says, will actually 
go towards funding schools in Maryland.
  After much debate in the Maryland 
legislature, millions spent in ads, and a 
near impasse in this decision, only one 
thing is clear: this is truly a question for 
the voters to decide.

Top: Mark Herman (P ‘13) fact-checks during the debate. Above: Viewers in the Lumen Lecture Hall 
are engrossed in Obama and Romney’s sparring. Opposite page: Ben Rothkin (‘13) is amused by the 
candidates. Photos by John Chirikjian.
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 Liberals and conservatives each 
have their tabloid-rag propaganda. 
Obama:2016 just happens to come from 
the Republican side of the field. 
 Based on Dinesh D’Souza’s book of the 
same title, Obama:2016 begins with a 
biographical sketch of D’Souza’s middle-
class Indian upbringing and his progres-
sion into the American conservative 
movement. This draws a decent parallel 
to the President’s own modest childhood, 
and then creates a respectable contrast 
to each man’s deferring ideological lean-
ings. But the film’s legitimacy rapidly 
deteriorates.
 Through long montages of Kenyan vil-
lages, D’Souza builds to the premise that 
President Barack Obama’s resentment of 
America’s imperialist past is driving him 
to destroy the United States. This dis-
dain, according to D’Souza, stems from 
Obama’s Kenyan heritage and his father, 
Barack Obama Senior’s, anti-imperialist 
intellectual views.
 But D’Souza makes a very poor case. 
His argument lacks the basic facts it 
needs for coherency. The points he does 
make derive from convoluted, disjointed 
logic, and, by the end of the film, the 
viewer is left with a confusing mess of 
swirling speculation reeking of D’Souza’s 
personal prejudices.  
 D’Souza is right about one thing: 
Obama’s Harvard-educated father, the 
Senior Economic Advisor to the Kenyan 
government, believed that “The sins 
of [American] colonialism must be set 
right.” 
 But even a suggestion that Obama’s 
father tangibly influenced his son’s politi-
cal beliefs is absolutely bogus. Barack 
Obama met his father once when he was 
10 years old, and had to be informed of 
his death by a relative whom he had never 
seen in real life. 
 Moreover, Obama visited Kenya for 
the first time in 1987. While he does 
describe this trip as a significant experi-
ence, Obama is not Kenyan. He was born, 
raised, and educated in America by his 
single American mother. 
 Lacking the fundamental facts needed 
to support his arguments, D’Souza’s 
thesis rests on a generalized psycho-
analysis of Obama. He extrapolates from 
NYU Psychology Professor, Paul Vitz’s, 
statement that, “the lack of paternal 
presence can incite a son to pursue a 
constructed myth of what he perceives 

his father would have wanted**.” D’Souza 
takes this to mean that Obama intends to 
downsize the American economy, weaken 
defenses, and turn the United States into 
a third world nation. This is all unsup-
ported circumstantial conjecture.
 D’Souza’s one “concrete” piece of evi-
dence is the “return” of a bust of Winston 
Churchill, the archetypal colonialist, to 
Great Britain. He claims that Obama 
returned the bust, which had been in 
the White House lobby, to England as a 
symbolic condemnation of England’s and 
America’s colonialist history. The reality 
is that the statue had been on loan from 
then prime minister Gordon Brown. 
Obama simply decided not to renew the 
lease, in favor of other décor. 
 Though D’Souza’s argument is weak, 
he certainly makes it dramatic. In an 
interesting cinematographic choice, inter-
viewees are filmed talking to D’Souza on 
their cell phones. This is a deliberate 
choice, considering that if camera crews 
could have filmed these various inter-
viewees on their cell phones, they could 
have easily filmed D’Souza speaking with 
them in person. Gilman filmmaker, John 
Chirikjian noted that, “it added a certain 
dramatic effect.”
 But overall, Chrikijian’s evaluation 
was not positive, “Obama: 2016 was not 
worthy for a movie theatre. It wasn’t 
planned out. It was disjointed. It was like 
watching Fox News at the movies.” 
 The film closes with classical polemic 
imagery: Benjamin Franklin burning on 
the one hundred dollar bill, and a decrepit 
Statue of Liberty. The film’s dramatic, 
albeit unsupported, fear-mongering has 
been very successful. At $16 million, it is 
the 2nd highest grossing political docu-
mentary, and the 6th of any documentary 
in history. 
 D’Souza prays on the perennial con-
servative fears that anyone not of Anglo-
Saxon heritage’s allegiances lay else-
where than in the United States. In the 
biographical sketch at the beginning of 
the movie, D’Souza presents a scene dis-
playing prejudice and ignorance he found 
while studying as an Indian immigrant 
at Dartmouth. He clearly understands 
the difficulty of not fitting into the 
“American Mold.” If I may venture my 
own generalized psychoanalysis, it seems 
that Obama: 2016 is nothing more than 
D’Souza’s jealous outcry over Obama’s 
ability to transcend white America, while 
D’Souza, himself, remains an angry, 
unsupported academic. 

“Obama: 2016” Under the Microscope
by William heRman

These data were collected from Gilman, Bryn Mawr, and 
Roland Park students, faculty, and parents during and 

after the first presidential debate: 
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Football Enters In-Conference 
Play with a 2-2 Record

by adam aiSt

On September 8th the Gilman football 
team traveled the The Naval Academy to 
play the number one ranked team in the 
nation, Don Bosco Prep (NJ), in the 9/11 
Patriot Classic. Going into the game with 
a 0-2 record after a loss in Ohio, against 
Archbishop Moeller, and a heartbreaking 
loss against local rival Good Counsel, the 
football team was looking for the season’s 
first win. The whole game was filled 
with emotion and when the final whistle 
was blown, Gilman was on top, defeat-
ing the two-time defending national 
champions 13-6. This was Don Bosco’s 
first lose since 2008, snapping their 46 
game winning streak. This game dem-
onstrated “Gilman’s heart” commented 
Gilman quarterback Shane Cockerille 
(’13). The football team carried their 
momentum into their next game against 
Charlotte Christian (NC), at home. They 
won convincingly by a score of 37-14, and 
improved their record to 2-2. 

These games were scheduled to pre-
pare Gilman for the very tough MIAA 
“A” conference. “We always pick a hard 
season, and everyone always plays well 
against us,” stated Cockerille. Calvert 
Hall and the always close matchup against 
McDonogh, will be the teams to watch 
out for, but the goal remains the same 
for Gilman-win the championship and 
beat McDonogh. Gilman is the defending 
champion of the MIAA “A” Conference 
and looks to maintain that honor. This 
seems to be in line with an easy victory 
against all teams in the MIAA confer-
ence so far, with a key match-up against 
McDonogh coming up that could impact 
their season for better or for worse. With 
ambitious goals for the team looking like 
something that will easily be achieved, 
Gilman looks to utilize every weapon they 
have on the field to capture these aspira-
tions as they head into the playoffs as the 
number 1 seed.

What a Season for the O’s!
by Ryan paRK

Orioles fans everywhere have been 
enjoying a pleasant surprise from a team 
that hasn’t had any luck in fifteen years.

The 2012 Baltimore Orioles have 
broken the long run of no success out of 
nowhere. With the help of a very capable 
manager, a corps of young and talented 
players, and a little bit of luck, this team 
that seemed to be in for a grueling fif-
teenth straight losing season was able 
to turn things around and start winning 
more ballgames.

The way manager Buck Showalter has 
managed this team has been nothing 
short of brilliant. With the most roster 
moves by far in the MLB this season, 
Showalter has been able to keep this 
team afloat with countless lineup changes 
throughout the season. The O’s have had 
continual success, even when star players 
like Jason Hammel and Nick Markakis 
were burdened by injuries; there have 
been eleven different players that have 
been a starting pitcher this season, while 
multiple outfielders, such as Chris Davis, 
Lew Ford, and Nate McLouth, have con-
tributed to fill the void in right field.

The 2012 Orioles seem to have the 
knack for winning close, grind-it-out 
games, or as some people might call it: 
luck. The bullpen has greatly helped 
in these sorts of contests, anchored by 
relievers Darren O’Day and Pedro Strop 

and closer Jim Johnson. There have 
been clutch plays from the players to 
make that walk- off hit, including cen-
terfielder Adam Jones, who has proven 
to be an elite player in the majors, and 
catcher Matt Wieters. Fate is one of the 
best explanations for this team, as the 
Orioles have had continual success in 
extra- inning games and games decided 
by one run, and own the best records in 
both categories.

Arguably the greatest thing that the 
O’s have been able to do this season is to 
win games in the division. At the end of 
the regular season, the O’s finished 93-69 
with a 43-29 record in AL East games, 
which is considerably better from years 
past, as they had averaged only about 26 
wins in the previous five seasons.

Of course, this stellar play has not 
gone unappreciated by the fans. From 
increased average attendance at home 
games to Mr. Baker joking about rock 
climbing Os, this city has been able to 
enjoy a good team once again. “I think it’s 
really great how the team is performing 
so well and I’m excited to see what the 
future holds,” said tenth grader O’s fan 
Kevin Peters.

Even though this magical run from 
the O’s  did not carry them deep in the 
playoffs, it really was wonderful to see 
them playing some good baseball for a 
change.

By the Numbers
by gRant lounSbuRy

7 Shutouts by Gilman soccer

1 Loss by Gilman soccer at home

115 Number of goals scored by water polo

13-6 Score Gilman football beat Don Bosco

7-1 Record of the volleyball team in the Deaf Dome 

157-30 Gilman football has outscored their MIAA opponents

18 Goals scored by water polo against Walt Whitman (D.C.)

37 Goals the Gilman soccer team has scored

9-2 Record by the cross country team

7 Game win streak by volleyball

12 Wins by volleyball

Peter Brown (‘14) blocks the ball from his 
defender during Gilman’s 3-1 win over 
Spalding. Photo by Gabe Donner (‘14).

Above: Shane Cockerille (‘13) runs by a Loyola defender. Photo by David Cha (‘13).

Photo courtesy of AJC.com


