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THE    NEWS
 DR .  A DA M PR I NCE
With the start of the new 2012-
2013 school year, Gilman once 
again welcomes the new Tickner 
writing fellow, Dr. Adam Prince. 
Dr. Prince was always a huge 
fan of writing and storytelling. 
Whenever he went on trips with 
his family, he “was always telling 
stories, despite the fact that [he] 
was the youngest, mainly about 
The Avocado Monster” he said. 
He always had a passion for writ-
ing, but he said his experience in 
high school never allowed him 
to progress the way he wanted 
in terms of literature, so when he to 
Vassar to receive his BA he said he was 
easily able to develop himself as a writer. 
After attending Vassar, Dr. Prince taught 
classes in South Korea for a year, where 
he said his classes ranged from “doctors 
to high school students to 4 and 5 year 
olds who only spoke the fundamentals of 
English”. He later went on to say this was 

 MS. ERIN BUTLER
As Upper School Spanish teacher 
Mr. Duncan recovers, he has sought 
the help of an assistant teacher, 
Ms. Butler for the fall semester of 
classes. Butler attended St. Joseph’s 
University and studied both Span-
ish and elementary education as 
a double major, with a minor in 
secondary education. While col-
lege may be behind her, she has 
quite a serious interest in Spanish 
studies, having spent time in Spain, 
the Dominican 

Upper School Welcomes New Faculty
 MR. FRANK FITzGIBBoN, 
a native of Cork, Ireland has wasted 
no time in becoming involved with the 
Gilman Science community. Coming 
off a stint at Patapsco High School in 
Dundalk, MD, Mr. Fitzgibbon began 
his Gilman career long before his fresh-
soph soccer team hit the turf or his Biol-
ogy and Physical Science classes turned 
in a lab report. Mr. Fitzgibbon and two 
juniors spent part of the summer at 
Johns Hopkins University, engaged in 
a cutting-edge project sequencing the 
DNA of a previously-unexamined duck-
weed species.
 Mr. Fitzgibbon’s passion is biology. 
“What grabbed me in high school,” he 
explains, “is how incredibly complex the 
inner workings of an organism are, and 
how they function without any kind of 
conscious control.” His fascination comes 
from the fact, he says, that there are pro-
cesses inside the body that are far more 
complicated than an entire race of coop-
erating people. His summer project that 

started with 11th graders Eddie Kim and 
Greg Alspaugh strikes at just that. As 
part of an effort led by Rutgers Univer-
sity biologists, Mr. Fitzgibbon is lead-
ing Gilman students in taking a plant 
species whose genes have never been 
studied and creating a 
library of them. “How 

 MR. DANIEL HoUSToN 
comes to Gilman from Johns Hop-
kins University, where he is currently 
working on his doctorate. He will 
teach Latin 1 and Honors Latin 2 
part-time this year. In the past, he 
has taught Latin at a public school 
in Weymouth, Massachusetts. He 
first encountered Gilman driving by 
on Roland Avenue, and had heard a 
little about it from his associates at 
JHU. Ms. Desantis contacted Mr. 
Houston about the job last year.
 Mr. Houston grew up in Exeter, 
New Hampshire, (cont. page 4)
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Chirikjian (‘13) Leads Bmore Enlightened Into the Green

Gilman’s student-run summer text-
book sale has successfully concluded its 
third summer, selling 2000 books and 
bringing in a net profit of $15,000 for 
the trischool and various charities.

Following the success of last year’s 
book drive, a dreamchild of seniors 
John Chirikjian and Rishi Bedi, this 
summer’s campaign expanded to sister 
schools Bryn Mawr and Roland Park 
Country School. The initiative, which 
was called the Greyhound Student 
Bookstore in past years, was also re-
branded as Bmore Enlightened.

The concept of the store is straight-
forward. There was already a textbook 
buyback program run by the company 
MBS Direct that offered a form of reim-
bursement for students looking to sell 
back their old textbooks. MBS would 
then resell these used books to new 
students. Bmore Enlightened sought to 
offer better deals for students selling 

back books while reselling the books 
at lower prices as well. Junior Don Yu 
appreciated the better deals for the 
textbooks offered by the student book-
store, and called buying books a “good 
experience”.

This book sale was a boon for the 
rising sophomore and junior class cof-
fers; both classes will take a 40% cut of 
the proceeds from the purchases made 
by their members. The sophomore class 
raised $350, and the junior class earned 
$520. Other earnings, 25% of Gilman’s 
portion of book sales also went to two 
student-run charities: Give Light to 
Pogonon, a charity for the education 
of underprivileged children in Mali, 
Africa, and Hope for Highlands, a 
charity for the Highlands Elementary 
school in Baltimore. Since Bryn Mawr 
also helped with the initiative, they will 
donate a portion of proceedings to a 
charity of their choice as well, regarding 
Haiti relief.

For some of the larger textbooks 
that were not sold to students in the tri-
school community, Bmore Enlightened 
utilized Amazon.com’s Fulfillment by 
Amazon service, in which Amazon 
sells the 
books and 
pays back a 
portion of 
the revenue. 
Leftover 
paperbacks, 
however, 
could not 
be cost-
effectively 
sold through 
Amazon 
and were 
therefore 
returned 
to students 
along with 

any other books that were not sold on 
either the online store or through Ama-
zon. By october, students will be paid 
for books that have been sold.

By Brian Choo

By rishi Bedi

By Tyler PlaCk
By andy shea

By Ben roThkin

Chirikjian conducts a transaction with junior Gabe Donner 
(Photo by David Cha). 

a great learning experience for him. Dr. 
Prince continued to work as a T.A. and 
received his Ph.D. from the University 
of Tennessee. Dr. Prince always enjoyed 
teaching especially given the knowledge 
of his past experiences. He heard about 
the writer fellow-
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 Why is it that the cutest things are 
often times the most viscous? Take dogs 
for example, those chihuahuas are utterly 
aggressive beasts. Now take a large por-
tion of young children who sport the 
precious blue uniforms so iconic of the 
Boy Scouts of America. Their innocence 
is infinitely challenged by being part of 
an astoundedly backwards organization 
which publicly bars homosexuals. 
 I recount being a member of the boy 
scouts at my church. I can recall learning 
how to make a fire, pinewood derbies, or 
constantly being yelled at for not having 
the correct badges and ribbons on my 
uniform, but not much of anything else. 
My days as a Boy Scout were limited as I 
quickly lost interest and ended up leaving 
the scouts after just a year or two. Since 
then I haven’t really thought of the Boy 
Scouts of America, until very recently. 
This summer, the Boy Scouts of America 
publicly upheld its ban of homosexuals to 
enter or hold any position in a troop. 
 one would be hard pressed to find 
another prominent national organiza-
tion that bars gays today. It is almost 
incomprehensible that such a program 
with such publicity and prevalence could 
enact such segregation.   
 Even more unsettling is the fact that 
the Supreme Court in 2000 upheld the 
policy of the scouts against homesexu-
als in Boy Scouts of America vs. Dale. 
A young and active scout member, Dale 
was expelled from his assistant scout-
master position in a New Jersey troop, 
after scout officials read his comments 
in a newspaper, explicitly stating he was 
gay. In a 5 to 4 ruling, the Supreme Court 
contended that the Boy Scouts of America 
may prohibit the participation of an indi-
vidual in its program if: "the presence of 
that person affects in a significant way 
the group's ability to advocate public or 
private viewpoints." Although the ruling 

appears straightforward, it is nonetheless 
troubling. 
 Now such a predisposition to alienat-
ing homosexuals at childhood surely 
cannot prove beneficial in a time when 
our country is debating the legalization 
of gay marriage. Moreover, by utterly 
ostracizing homosexuals, the boy scouts 
themselves are unable to interact and 
perhaps gain a clearer understanding of 
gays. 
 When asked about his feelings on 
being part of an organization that openly 
and proudly bars homosexuals, soon to be 
eagle scout Gardner Eager (‘12) refrained 
from answering, for his comments might 
jeopardize receiving the highest scout 
honor. Some members of the Boy Scouts 
have been more vocal in their opposition 
of the discrimination embedded within 
their troop. Most notably, Dr. Robert 
Wise in Chicago gained immense public 
coverage after he returned all of his Boy 
Scout medals and honors with a scath-
ing comment: “I can no longer maintain 
any connection to an organization which 
actively promotes such a bigoted and mis-
guided policy. To that end, I am interested 
in removing all evidence that I was ever 
a Scout.”
 It is true that many boy scouts attri-
bute much of their learning, maturation, 
and life skills to their scout years. How-
ever, the inevitable question that arises 
is whether or not the pros outweigh the 
cons. If one prefers to ignore or even 
support the homophobic stance, then 
of course the boy scouts seem to be an 
iconic image of educating and involving 
America’s youth. However, the higher 
task at hand is to look beyond the cute 
uniforms and badges of the scouts, and 
realize the flagrant and archaic bigotry 
that encompasses the Boy Scouts of 
America and detriments the American 
public. 

A Predisposition to Homophobia: The 
Moral Crookedness of the Boy Scouts

By Teddy delwiChe

 Across the nation, high school students 
are facing fierce academic competition. 
With the onset of the new school year 
, the alarmist news headlines declar-
ing record low college admittance rates 
will indefinitely follow soon afterwards. 
Here at Gilman, we face the pressure of 
vying for acceptance into top colleges 
and universities. Just how far students 
nationwide go to gain an advantage in 
college admissions, though, can be quite 
startling, and even illegal. 
 Competition in school at its core is  
fairly innocuous. Concern over grades 
and comparing one’s performance to 
another student can, in turn, motivate 

Delwiche Reflects on Academic 
Competition at Gilman

one to work more diligently to achieve 
higher marks. Moreover, the academic 
competition releases the shackles of 
complacency and convinces a student 
that he or she should strive to perform 
his or her best (whatever that ambiguous 
term has come to mean). I can attest that 
seeing a classmate get a higher grade on 
a test motivates me to study more for the 
subsequent assessment. This drive stems 
not so much from jealousy as from the 
simple realization that I am capable of 
doing better, performing on the same par 
as my classmate, if I devote more time to 
preparing. After all, my classmate and I 
are both striving for the same goal – we 

 Barack obama righted the course of 
our country. Taking the reins of power, he 
unapologetically placed the country on a 
path to recovery, a path to growth, a path 
to a renewal of the American Dream. The 
President has consistently demonstrated 
a determined willingness to strengthen 
a fragile economy, protect our national 
security interests at home and abroad, 
and inspire confidence in the American 
people. It is for these reasons that The 
News endorses Barack obama in the 2012 
Presidential election. 
 President obama inherited a deeply 
troubled nation in 2009, one afflicted by 
a global recession and two foreign wars. 
During his first four years in office, the 
President has not delivered a panacea – 
for the simple reason that one does not 
exist. Instead, he has pursued a multi-
faceted agenda for recovery, highlighted 
by the Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009, in addition to long-term 
investments in the nation’s education, 
manufacturing, and innovation sectors. 
The Republican economic strategy, on 
the other hand, is founded on the flawed 
notion that cutting taxes for the wealthi-
est Americans will exert a trickle-down 
effect on the rest of the economy. For 
most Americans, such action will not 
ease the stress of an arduous economic 
recovery. As members of Generation z, 
most of us will enter the job market in 
less than a decade. We will be living in 
a world shaped by the policies of today, 
in a world where America’s stature and 
economic viability will be prescribed by 
legislation passed during the the term of 

the forty-fifth president. 
 Imminently important to Gilman 
students is also the availability of higher 
education. While the Romney-Ryan 
ticket is adamantly against Pell Grant 
increases or federal student loan aid, 
President obama doubled federal invest-
ment in Pell Grant scholarships and has 
pledged to maintain similar aid, in addi-
tion to affordable loan packages. 
 The News wholeheartedly supports 
President obama’s repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell’ and his firm stance in support 
of gay marriage. To do otherwise is to 
refute progress, to deny a fundamental 
civil right to the LGBT community, and 
to give credence to bigotry and back-
wardness. With regard to social issues, 
perhaps as troubling as Governor Rom-
ney’s policies is his inability to commit 
to them. As Senatorial candidate in 
1994, he stated in a debate against the 
late Ted Kennedy that he unequivocally 
supported a woman’s right to choose. As 
his own senior adviser, Eric Fehrnstom, 
noted in March, the Romney campaign 
can change a tone “like an Etch A 
Sketch.” Governor Romney’s ideologi-
cal about-face on this and other issues 
is inexplicable and worrisome. 
 We believe health care is a funda-
mental right, not a privilege, a position 
protected and enabled by the Affordable 
Care Act. Re-electing President obama 
will ensure that the policies outlined in 
the bill will come to fruition. This is a 
particularly important provision for the 
youth of this country, who now have cov-
erage from the ages of 19-25 as a result 

of obamacare. Those with pre-existing 
conditions, seniors, and the impoverished 
all stand to benefit from the enablement 
of the Affordable Care Act, in addition to 
the entire nation as wasteful expenditure 
falls and the healthcare system stream-
lines itself. 
 President obama returned intellectual 
discourse and rationality to the oval 
Office and it will serve the country well 

for such an atmosphere to continue. The 
efforts of Mr. obama over the last four 
years are testament to his mettle and 
ability as President of the United States. 
In light of his first-term accomplishments 
and stated plans for continued recovery, 
we support the reelection of President 
Barack obama and encourage you to do 
the same. 

-Rishi Bedi

The News Endorses 
Barack obama for President

Correction: The Alex Randall, Jr. Memorial Prize was awarded to both 
Daniel Citron (‘12) and Daniel Yue (‘12). The News regrets the error.
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  Apple and Samsung Clash over Patents

 The court case in which Apple claimed 
Samsung infringed on multiple patents 
has finally come to an end, and while 
there may not be an immediate impact 
on the tech world, the residual effects of 
it will be felt for a long time. 
 The case started when Apple said 
many of Samsung’s products resembled 
those of the iPhone. Samsung then rebut-
ted that Apple had in turn used some of 
Samsung’s patents without permission, 
and with that, this case began to escalate.
 In the end, the nine person jury ruled 
in favor of Apple, stating that Samsung 
used Apple’s patents without permission. 
These patents ranged from multi-touch 
gestures such as pinch to zoom, to the 
design of the phone (rectangular phone 
with black border and glass frame), and to 
the arrangement of the applications of the 
phone itself. As a result, Samsung will no 
longer be able to sell any of the products 
that used these various patents without 
permission, such as the Galaxy Tab 10.1 
and the Galaxy S II. Furthermore, the 
jury declared that none of Samsung’s 
patents were being wrongfully used by 
Apple, and subsequently, Apple faced no 
monetary damages in this trial. Because 
of the infringements on the patents, 
Samsung now owes over 1 billion dollars 
in damages to Apple.
 Many are concerned about something 
else: innovation. People across the tech 

world are screaming that Apple’s patents 
of the glass screen and rectangular shape 
should not have been granted in the first 
place, as it is a commonplace design, and 
now, no one can use this basic design 
because he would then owe Apple an arm 
and a leg to use it. 
 Completely contradictory to these 
believers are those who think that this 
court ruling does the exact opposite, 
and now embraces innovation. Instead of 
using the pinch to zoom or the basic app 
layout that Apple now owns, someone, 
somewhere now has to come up with 
a new way of completing the task. As 
a result, new and innovative ideas will 
constantly be produced by companies 
because they have to. These two separate 
chains of events will completely change 
the landscape of the tech marketplace, 
and both seem highly plausible. It is as 
easy to picture a monopoly controlling 
the market as a market that is flooded 
with new ideas and new ways of doing 
the same task as a result of this case.
 of the two scenarios, however, it 
appears that the second one is more 
likely to occur. No multi million and bil-
lion dollar companies will take this case 
sitting down. They will do all they can to 
avoid the one big monopoly controlling 
every product. only time can tell what 
will happen both in this case and how it 
will impact the tech world in the future.

By Ben roThkin

 
 After it had all but been decided that 
Mitt Romney was set to be the 2012 GoP 
Presidential nominee, there was only 
one momentous announcement left to 
make: the choice of his Vice Presidential 
running mate.  Closely watched and com-
mented on by both the Republican and 
Democratic parties, Romney's choice of 
U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to share 
the GOP ticket showed a defining change 
in his campaign focus and strategy.
 The simple fact that Paul Ryan is the 
Chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee shows that Romney is trying to 
bring the national budget to the front of 
a long list of issues that opposing Presi-
dential candidates like to rehash when 
convenient.  Although Democrats, such 
as prominent thinker and economist 
Paul Krugman, have already denounced  
the “extreme” Ryan budget as, “cutting 
taxes on the rich and slashing aid to the 
poor,” there is nothing particularly new 
for them to say.  In a Presidential race 
where competing adversaries are con-
stantly looking for dirt, it is crucial to 
both campaigns that neither should give 
the other anything new to criticize. 
 on the same note, another strength 
of Ryan is that he has managed to keep 
a relatively low profile up to this point, 
despite having been a Congressman for 
nearly 14 years.  This means that the 
obama campaign must redouble their 
efforts to find fault with him, which may 
detract from similar efforts to portray 
Romney in a bad light. 
 However, Ryan is labeled by most 
people as a "true conservative," rather 
than a moderate like Romney.  An article 
in the New York Times described those 
voters in the middle to be not only leery 
of the large spending cuts proposed in the 
Ryan budget, but also less likely to vote 

for Romney because of his far-right Vice 
Presidential choice.  Consequently, many 
independent, or "swing" voters, who are 
essential in defining the margins in a 
Presidential race, may turn their votes 
towards obama.
 As the subjects of an excessive number 
of articles by various political analysts, 
there were, as usual, plenty of potential 
candidates for the job. 
 Aside from Ryan, Condoleezza Rice 
was considered a possible choice, which 
would add a woman to the running and 
possibly influence the African American 
vote.  But since she served as a Secretary 
of State from the later Bush era that 
turned the 2008 race into a Republican 
rout, it would have been too easy for the 
Obama campaign to find fault with her.
 Senator Marco Rubio was also on the 
short list, because his selection may have 
provided a nearly definite win in Florida 
in addition to providing a strong Hispanic 
voter base.  on the other hand, Rubio had 
little else to offer, unlike Ryan, who had 
already made his mark by means of his 
controversial budget proposals.
 Since the job of the Vice Presiden-
tial candidate has traditionally been to 
handle all that the Presidential nominee 
does not have time to do, Ryan himself 
may find that his functions as a Vice 
Presidential candidate are somewhat 
limited.  It is expected that Paul Ryan will 
be responsible for a substantial amount of 
campaign fundraising, in addition to the 
immediate countering of any of obama's 
derogatory remarks.
 As Election Day approaches, it is 
highly likely that Romney will use Ryan 
to attempt to re-energize the Republican 
base and provide ideas that sharply con-
trast those of Barack obama, in order to 
define the lines of this Presidential elec-
tion on his own terms.

Paul Ryan Heats up Presidential Race
By eThan Park  This year, the Gilman Upper School 

will require its students to bring their 
own device to school every day through 
the new Device of Choice (D.o.C.) pro-
gram. Students will be permitted to use 
a laptop, netbook, or tablet during their 
classes upon teacher instruction in order 
to access the online tools that such a 
device presents. All students will also 
have access to the Gilman Wi-Fi net-
works and will be able to print from their 
devices at school. This program hopes to 
allow for more “research, collaborative 
writing, organization and general class-
room learning,” according to the Gilman 
website, as a result of the new resources 
it makes available to every student.
 Derrick Covington (’16) says “[he’s] 
excited because [he’s] never had a laptop 
before.” Derrick thinks the devices will 
help classes by “allowing everyone to 
have their own personal device and use 
it to help them when they may need to 
do research for a paper during class.” 
Steven zeng (’15), however, does not think 
this system will have too big of an effect 
on the way classes are run. “You can’t 
teach classes from a laptop,” but he does 
believe that this new system will grant all 
students “easier access to common class 
resources like the teacher’s Moodle page.”
 From the teachers’ perspective, Mr. 
Gouline explained the new system as 
“just another tool.” “Like any tool, there 
is a time and place to use it. Just like you 
would not use a hammer to cut a piece of 
wood, the teachers will have the ability 
to determine when the most opportune 
times to use the new devices are.” He 
also believes that in his math classes, for 
example, having a laptop screen between 
the students and him could distract from 
what he is trying to teach and therefore 
would be a misuse of the tool.
 on the other hand, Detrick Manning 
(’15) sees “a lot of potential to enhance 

learning for students at Gilman” through 
this new program by “[making] learn-
ing in the classroom easier” and the 
resources of the internet and technol-
ogy available to everyone. Detrick also 
thinks that these devices could be a way 
to cut down on not only paper but also 
the numerous binders that students have 
to carry around. “I think that we should 
have more homework and notes on the 
devices. It’s a pain to have multiple bind-
ers and sort through all of them. I think 
that it would be much easier to just store 
all of those things on the computer.”
 Mrs. Manning, Detrick’s mom, how-
ever, has a different view of how tech-
nology affects society. “I think too much 
time is spent on digital devices, comput-
ers, phones, gaming devices, tablets, 
etc. I understand the use of computers 
assisting in the classroom, however as a 
former classroom teacher and current IT 
specialist, I think the combination of the 
two should be kept down to a minimum. 
Students still need to develop verbal 
communication skills, handwriting skills, 
spelling (not spell check!), critical think-
ing and organization of thoughts on paper 
(not cut and paste!) These are becoming 
obsolete skills but they are still necessi-
ties of life and society.” This being said, 
Mrs. Manning does believe that the new 
D.o.C. system will “keep each student ‘on 
the same level playing field.’ They all will 
have many of the same resources avail-
able to them all the time. Research proj-
ects and presentations can be tweaked as 
information is gathered. All of this is good 
and I am sure Gilman’s administration, 
staff and faculty have further developed 
their plan as to how to enhance the com-
plete learning experience.”
 The Device of Choice program is one of 
the major steps that Gilman is making in 
order to adapt to this new technological 
age of learning, but one that will imple-
mented at the teachers’ discretion.

Laptops and Tablets and eBooks, oh My!
By James Johnson

want to do well academically. If openness 
about our grades can spurn the balanced 
amount of competitive drive to improve, 
then that is a positive.
 But when the competition heightens 
and students find themselves looking for 
any means to acquire optimal test scores, 
the detriments of the competition come 
to fruition. In many independent nation-
wide, students will go as far as to abuse 
prescription drugs (Adderall, an A.D.H.D 
drug being the most popular) to give them 
an advantage. These stimulants allow 
students to focus and study for numer-
ous hours without getting tired or losing 
energy. 
 The New York Times recently pub-
lished a poignant cover of this sort of 
abuse. A psychologist quoted asserted, 
“It’s not as if there is one school where 
this is the culture. This is the culture.” 
While record low admittance rates and 
the focus on GPA/SAT are partly (if not 
fully) to blame for encouraging these 
extreme actions by students, the students 
should still not be exonerated or absolved 
from guilt. In this case, they are acquir-
ing stimulants, often illegally. And when 
a few students start to do so, many more 
continue because they do not wish to fall 
behind. Thereafter, a pattern of unethical 
and deplorable behavior ensues.
 While at Gilman there is no A.D.H.D 
drug abuse (or at least none that have 
been visible in Gilman’s long history), 
there is the inevitable problem of cheat-
ing. As Mr. Schmick explained to me, 

while he does not think competition nec-
essarily leads to cheating, he does worry 
students focus too much on numbers. At 
the same time, however, he asserts that 
the routine cheating cases reflect a spon-
taneous decision to cheat, rather than a 
calculated and premeditated plan.  
 To dissuade cheating and insidious 
academic competition as well as a focus 
on numbers rather than individuality, 
Gilman does not rank its students. Mr. 
Schmick asserted that although colleges 
would like the rankings, he does not feel 
they are beneficial for the students. That 
being said, though, Gilman does recog-
nize academic achievement for students 
in the top two deciles of their respective 
class. I urge students to focus on the 
large issue – how to prevent cheating. As 
another year of classes begins, my advice 
to students is to study and work for their 
academic goals. Use healthy competition 
among your peers to serve as an impetus 
for doing better. Don’t settle for a grade 
or a test score, improve next time. Never, 
though, rely on dishonorable practices to 
reach your goals. After all, no matter what 
great college a student may get accepted 
to, how useful can he really be in the 
workforce if he only got to where he is by 
snorting A.D.H.D. medication and cheat-
ing?

-Noah Delwiche
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Virgin Mobile’s Freefest returns in 2012 to Merriweather 
Post Pavilion for the fourth time on october 6th. Here’s a 
look at some of the musicians slated to perform.

 M83 is bringing its iconically 2011 electronic indie sound to Mer-
riweather, promising an exciting show for Freefest. The French band 
comes off the recent success of its last album, Hurry Up, We’re Dream-
ing. This album, and specifically their hit “Midnight City,” has given M83 
international recognition. M83 has spent all summer touring the States, 
and Freefest will be Marylanders’ last chance to see the band before they 
return to Europe. Trampled by Turtles: A band 

that has been around since 2003, 
but is just beginning to receive na-
tional acknowledgement, Trampled 
by Turtles will round out the tradi-
tional/folk end of the musical spec-
trum at Freefest. Coming all the way 
from Deluth, Minnesota, these guys 
are practically geographic foreigners 
to the bluegrass scene of Kentucky 
and Tennessee. Fitted with fiddles, 
mandolins, and banjos, however, 
Trampled by Turtles couples the old 
Appalachian sound with truly con-
temporary songwriting and themes. 

 Alabama Shakes: an upcoming rock group from Athens, Alabama, 
The Alabama Shakes continue their rise to prominence in the music indus-
try with an appearance at Freefest. The Shakes broke onto the indie music 
scene last year on the heels of their self titled album, and were named one 
of MTV’s 11 artists to watch in 2012. Their music can be described as a 
mixture of Southern Rock, Country, and R+B. Lead singer Brittany Howard 
gives the group a retro-soul sound that, combined with the band’s rock, is 
entirely unique to the industry.

 Jack White, formerly of the 
White Stripes, is stopping by Colum-
bia, Maryland to back up his recent 
record, Blunderbuss. While White’s 
reputation remains chained to the 
success of his former band, Blun-
derbuss is adventurous and fresh. 
Instilling a new complexity into 
the recordings, White explores the 
limits of his freedom as a solo artist. 
This is not, however, an unrecogniz-
ably changed musician. The same 
raw and stripped intensity that pre-
cipitated White Stripes fame is still 
there, promising an energized and 
exciting live show on october 6th.

 Virgin Mobile Freefest Lineup
By andy shea

Photo Courtesy of 989thedrive.com

Photo Courtesy of GoodfellazTV

Photo Courtesy of Trampled by Turtles

much can we find out about the genes 
of this plant, the proteins they encode, 
and what the functions of those proteins 
might be within the plant?” he asks. 
Fitzgibbon first became interested in the 
Waksman Student Scholars Program in 
2010. Teaching at Towson High School, 
he saw the value of the opportunity pre-
sented to him and his biology class. (The 
results are publishable, generating data 
that the project coordinators can use—a 
nice incentive to get involved—but the 
biggest appeal of the project is the hands-
on approach to laboratory science that it 
allows, according to Mr. Fitzgibbon.)
 When he’s not busy in the lab or the 
classroom, most of Mr. Fitzgibbon’s time 
is spent with his two daughters, ages 
three and five, or outdoors—hiking, rock 
climbing, and mountaineering all catch 
his fancy. He’s a veritable Marylander, 
having spent the last eleven years teach-
ing in the state—from the Eastern Shore 
to Towson and Dundalk, Mr. Fitzgibbon’s 
tour of the state brings him to Baltimore 
this year. The decision to come to Gilman 
was an easy one for Mr. Fitzgibbon. A 
veteran of an all-boys school in Ireland 
himself, Mr. Fitzgibbon notes that he 
finds a lot of distraction in co-ed envi-
ronments. The biggest draw, though, was 
having “the ability to teach in a situation 
where the kids are really here to learn,” 
he remarks.
 The big picture to the sequencing proj-
ect, he says, is to “provide a large number 
of high school kids with a real cutting-
edge bioinformatics research experi-

Republic, and Bolivia.
 Ms. Butler looks forward to her time 
at Gilman. She explains, “The people that 
interviewed me made me want to work 
here, made me feel at ease and comfort-
able.” Never having taught in a boys 
school, she says that it will be, “different 
because boys have a different sense of 
humor and it’s a different dynamic.” She 
adds, “I think it’ll be a great experience 
before [going to] Peru.”
 After Gilman, Ms. Butler will be travel-
ing to Peru, adding to her growing list of 
travels. She explains that her opportunity 
to visit Peru was provided by the United 
States Government, which, in part with 
the Government of Peru will be paying 
for this trip. The process is interesting, as 
she adds, “You apply to the US Govern-
ment. The US government chooses of the 
applicants which ones will be sent to the 
government of the country.” 
 Butler explains that Peru was her top 
choice because of her interest and expe-
rience with the Andean region. As she 
describes her upcoming trip to teach at 
a Peruvian university, she explains how 
she will, “Teach education, not English.” 
Butler adds further that another interest-
ing twist about Peru is that most of the 
people there are bilingual. Many indig-
enous people speak both Spanish and 
Quechua. 
 While Butler’s time at Gilman will be 

and went to Phillips Exeter for board-
ing school. Aspiring to study musical 
composition and piano, he enrolled in 
the Boston Conservatory.  After a time 
there, however, he decided to leave 
the Conservatory and enlist in the 
Marine Corps as a musician in 1999. 
Stationed in the U.S. Marine Corps 

ship here at Gilman from fellow tickner 
fellow Michael Knight and his friend 
John Rowell. He said this is a perfect 
opportunity because it gives him time 
to work on his writing while also doing 
something he loves, teaching. He said it 
also gives him the experience of teach-
ing kids who are eager to learn while 
also giving him a chance to learn about 
Baltimore. Prince stated that he loves 
travel, but has been limited because he 
wants to spend time with his family.
 However, as much as Dr. Prince learns 
to love Gilman or the city of Baltimore, 
he will be leaving us next year to join his 
wife on her tenure as a college profes-
sor in Illinois. To those seniors who will 
be having Dr. Prince as their teacher 
this year, or those who will be working 
with him, we all wish him a great year.

Fitzgibbon (cont.) Depot in Parris Island, South Carolina, 
he played piano, but was often relegated 
to cymbals during parades due to the 
immobile nature of his first instrument. 
 When the September 11th attacks 
shook the nation, everyone, includ-
ing Mr. Houston, was reassigned 
to less ceremonial positions in the 
Marines. Mr. Houston ser ved the 
remainder of his enlistment, finishing 
in 2003, just before the Iraqi Invasion.
 Mr. Houston then decided to go 
back to school.  Having taken Classical 
Language classes at Exeter, he decided 
to enroll in the University of Vermont 
for Bachelor and Masters degrees in 
Classics before teaching in Weymouth, 
Massachusetts and landing at Gilman.
 Because he will be splitting time 
between teaching and finishing his 
doctorate at Johns Hopkins, it will be 
difficult for Mr. Houston to participate 
in many extracurriculars at Gilman. 
He hopes to become, however, more 
actively involved in the community by 
assisting the publications of The News 
or our literary magazine, Paragon. He 
also looks forward to coaching sports at 
Gilman, having participated on the track 
and swimming teams while at Exeter.
 Although his conception of the city had 
been largely shaped by popular culture 
and television such as The Wire, Mr. Hous-
ton claims to “really enjoy living here” in 
Baltimore, and has taken to the feeling 
of the Mid-Atlantic.  We are extremely 
fortunate to have him at our school.

Butler (cont.) Prince (cont.)

Houston (cont.)

Veteran MC Nas comes to Merriweather as the headlining rapper at 
Freefest. His debut album, Illmatic, was released back in 1994, and he 
has since become one of   the most iconic rappers of our time. Known 
as a profound lyricist and storyteller, Nas has gained international 
fame while maintaining his genuinely artistic voice.

short-lived, she is confident that she is 
just what our modern language depart-
ment needs, andshe  looks forward to her 
trip to Peru.

ence.” A lofty goal—one Gilman is lucky 
to be a part of, thanks to Mr. Fitzgibbon. 
Best of luck to him and his students! 
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 During the 2012-2013 school year, the 
Gilman Arts Council plans to continue its 
promotion of the various cultural activi-
ties and events that were organized last 
year by Alex Fang. There will be at least 
two coffee-houses this year, with a pos-
sible third shortly before the AP Exams 
in May. In addition, we hope to schedule 
a few new events, which will be sprinkled 
throughout the year that will bolster Gil-

 The Walters Art Museum is holding 
an open exhibition of Araya Rasdjarm-
rearnsook's video installation called “The 
Two Planets (Dow Song Duang)”. Rasd-
jarmrearnsook takes reproductions of 
historically significant European paint-
ings, such as Manet's “Luncheon on the 
Grass”, and sets them in different rural 
landscapes of the Far East in front of a 
group of local workers to comment and 
critique. In this series of vignettes, sub-
titles translate the group's conversation, 
and sounds of the countryside provide 
atmosphere to the exhibition. With two 
projectors playing on opposite walls, the 
exhibition provides a peaceful moment's 
rest for the casual museum-goer. Yet "The 
Two Planets" is successful also in shed-
ding light onto more contemplative mat-
ters such as the human experience of art 
and the cultural distinctiveness that still 
plays a significant role in our increasingly 
global world.
 Rasdjarmrearnsook, a conceptual 
videographer from Thailand, is well 
known in the contemporary art world 
for her more somber works that deal 
with the eastern traditions of death and 
mortality. Her ties to Buddhism seem 
to manifest themselves in most of her 
work, and while "The Two Planets" does 
not specifically reference religion, it is 
obvious throughout the videos that her 
Thai culture remains inseparable from 
the piece.
 When a group of Thai workers are 
introduced to Millet's "The Gleaners" on 
their rice farm, amusing side commen-
tary seems to envelop the substantive and 
profound. A sense of instinctual familiar-
ity is apparent; Millet's depiction of the 
difficult life on a farm is relatable in many 

 With his new movie, “The Dark Knight 
Rises”, Christopher Nolan has truly 
outdone himself, with an A-list cast, a 
fantastic production team and excellent 
screenwriting return. Christopher Nolan 
has proven that comic-book movies can 
be thrilling intriguing and darkly com-
plex. After providing some much-needed 
CPR for the cinematic version of the 
“Caped Crusader,” with “Batman Begins” 
following Joel Schumacher’s woefully 
misguided “Batman and Robin,” he took 
the story of Bruce Wayne even further 
with “The Dark Knight,” and now, with 
“The Dark Knight Rises,” Christopher 
Nolan has completed his statement on 
contemporary heroism with grace and 
gripping finality.
 only minor changes are in store for 
this new flick, with the notable additions 
being Tom Hardy as Bane, Anne Hatha-
way as Selina Kyle/Catwoman, Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt as Detective John Blake, 
and Marion Cotillard as Miranda Tate.
Without further ado, let me start the 
opinionated section by saying that I loved 
this movie. In fact, this movie is so good 
that I forgot I was watching a Batman 
movie.
 My favorite aspect of this movie is 
that it is so emotionally involving. The 

ways. "I know that they feel tired," one 
of the group proclaims. The group finds 
many of the painting's western and thus 
foreign motifs disturbing, however. "How 
can we give a summary of this painting? 
We know nothing." It is in these moments 
of uncertainty that “The Two Planets” 
challenges the universality of the artistic 
experience.
 "The Two Planets" is on display in the 
Hackerman House Link Gallery of the 
Walter's Art Museum until November 
18th. The Walters’ is Rasdjarmrearn-
sook's first solo exhibition in the U.S.

last ten minutes of the movie are phe-
nomenal and are far and away the best 
ten minutes of the entire trilogy. Bruce 
Wayne’s emotional arc is gripping, and 
the fact that Bruce keeps sacrificing his 
body for the city that gave him nothing 
except the death of his parents is amaz-
ing. Catwoman says in the trailer, “You 
don’t owe these people anymore. You’ve 
given them everything”, to which Batman 
replies, “Not everything. Not yet”. It 
shows the true testament of a hero that 
never wishes to be rewarded or praised, 
instead seeking only justice.
 While Bane doesn’t quite reach Joker-
level exceptionality, he comes close, albeit 
without the dark humor, complexity and 
unpredictability that the Joker brought to 
play. Then and again, one has to remem-
ber that Bane is a very different breed of 
villain than the Joker, because for the first 
time you fear that Batman may actually 
not survive the fight against Bane. Bane 
also benefits from a fantastic opening line 
to introduce his character; “Well perhaps 
he’s wondering why someone would shoot 
a man, before throwing him out of a 
plane” is guaranteed to send shivers down 
your spine.
 Anne Hathaway is fantastic as Cat-
woman, providing some much-needed 
humor, and her real-world portrayal of 
Catwoman fits into Gotham City per-
fectly. Her good guy/bad guy tug of war 

with herself from the comics is a critical 
touchstone here and is represented really 
well.
 The script is excellent, and throws a 
lot at you but balances everything out 
superbly. The music is also perfect for 
Batman and even though 90% of the score 
is constant from the previous movies, 
the Bane and Catwoman themes are a 
welcome addition and the use of superb 
editing (particularly the use of silence in 
the football game scene when the national 
anthem is sung) add to the enjoyment of 
the movie. While there are definite leaps 
of faith to be taken throughout the movie, 
the story and pacing is so relentless that I 
didn’t care (although this movie contains 
a considerably less amount of suspense 
than “The Dark Knight”). Much like “The 
Avengers,” this movie felt 45 minutes 
shorter than it actually was.
 I could talk spoilers here, but I’m not 
going to. It’s better that you judge how 
the movie ends for yourself, as it is a sat-
isfying conclusion either way. Although 
Bruce Wayne’s belief throughout the tril-
ogy is that Batman is an incorruptible and 
therefore can be anyone, the standard of 
this trilogy is now set so high that I doubt 
when Warner Bros. reboots Batman for 
the upcoming Justice League movie this 
quality of cinema can be equalled by any 
cast or by just any filmmaker. Before this 
trilogy even started, all I knew of Batman 

was the 60’s television movies so thor-
oughly had the unmemorable Burton and 
Schumacher movies been wiped from the 
public consciousness. Now I know that we 
have reached the peak of Batman movies 
and that Christopher Nolan has given the 
fans the trilogy we needed, and also the 
one that we deserve. 

“The Dark Knight Rises”: Impressive
By liam higgins

“Two Planets” Exhibition at the 
Walters Art Gallery

By andy shea

Letter to the Editor: Arts Council 
Addresses Student Body

man’s support of extracurricular artistic 
talent; these include a talent show, an 
open-microphone stand-up comedy eve-
ning, and additional showcases at the 
Spring Arts Festival devoted to indepen-
dent submissions. The Arts Council holds 
that independent and curricular art are 
equally important, and this year, we aim 
to give both equal support.

By Ben williams

Photo Courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

Photo Courtesy of Walters Art Gallery
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Summer olypmics Captivate the World
By John sToller

Forget the middle of Major League 
Baseball’s season, and forget the NBA 
and NFL off-seasons. During July and 
August, the greatest sporting competition 
in the world, the games of the 30th olym-
piad, dominated the public eye. After 
seven years of careful planning, London 
astonished the world with a grand and 
unforgettable spectacle of events. And 
yes, I was still able to enjoy it despite NBC 
putting the entire games on tape delay.

The first week of competition had 
all eyes on the water, and in particular: 
hometown hero, Michael Phelps and his 
rival and fellow teammate, Ryan Lochte. 
With Lochte touting that he was “a much 
better swimmer than in [Beijing] 2008” 
and Phelps looking to cement his status 
as both the most decorated and great-
est olympian of all time, it looked like 
we were all in for a treat. Lochte blew 
Phelps away in their opening event, the 
400 meter individual medley, by seizing 
the gold and leaving the Towson product 
off the podium for the first time since he 
was a young teenager in Sydney’s 2000 
games. Reports of Phelps’s demise were 
greatly exaggerated, however, as he left 
all other swimmers, including Lochte, in 
his wake with a final medal count of four 
golds and two silvers over his six events. 
To no one’s surprise, he finished the 
games as the most decorated olympian 
ever, with a career total of 22 medals.

Though Phelps swam for history, 
perhaps a storyline just as enticing was 
the domination of the American women 
in London. Seventeen year old swim-
ming phenom, Missy Franklin, trailed 
only Phelps in her final medal count 
with an astounding four golds and one 
bronze. Allison Schmitt, Phelps’ fellow 
NBAC training partner, finished with 
five medals. The new and improved 
“Fab Five”, gymnasts McKayla Maroney, 
Gabby Douglas, Aly Raisman, Jordyn 
Wieber, and Kyla Ross brought home 
the gold for the States in the women’s 
team final. The following night, Douglas, 
with her thousand watt smile, conquered 
a very competitive field and won the 
women’s all around competition. The US 
women continued to put on an elaborate 
performance throughout the games: 
Misty May and Kerri Walsh three-peated 
as gold medal champs in women’s beach 
volleyball, Alex Morgan, Abby Wambach, 
and the women’s soccer team brought 

home the gold in a grudge match final 
versus Japan, the US women’s 4x100 
meter relay set a new world record while 
smoking the competition, Serena Wil-
liams walked all over the competition 
at Wimbledon, and Candace Parker and 
the women’s hoops team won their fifth 
straight olympic gold.

While the first week of competition 
was all about Michael Phelps, the second 
revolved around one man’s equally 
important quest for “legend status”: Usain 
Bolt. With a combination of showman-
ship and dominance that drew countless 
comparisons to the great Muhammad 
Ali, Bolt swept his sprinting events for 
the second straight games. Jamaica as a 
whole celebrated as their sprint squads 
ran roughshod over their opponents. The 
second fastest man ever by the numbers, 
Yohan Blake, played Robin to Bolt’s 
Batman throughout the meet, capturing 
two silvers in his individual events and a 
gold in the relay. American Justin Gatlin 
completed his improbable comeback at 
the age of 30 to capture bronze in the 
100 final despite being banned from 
track for four years for doping after his 
golden performance at the 2004 Athens 
games. Long pronounced down-and-
out, American distance running made 
a comeback with Galen Rupp getting 
silver in the 10,000 meter run and Leo 
Manzano taking silver in the metric mile, 
1500 meters. Maryland native Matthew 
Centrowitz finished just off the podium 
with fourth, but looks primed to medal 
in Rio 2016.

To cap off a magical 2012 games, the 
American men’s basketball team used 
a strong fourth quarter to finish a very 
competitive Spanish team. Led by Coach 
Mike Krzyzewski, LeBron, Kobe, and 
Kevin Durant, the boys in red, white, and 
blue brought the gold back to America for 
the second straight time.

Every olympiad feels like it ended 
before it really got started. Seventeen 
days of non-stop competition never seems 
like it is enough for an event that only 
happens every four years. While looking 
back nostalgically at these games, Ameri-
cans will be proud with the final total of 
104 medals, easily beating China in total 
medals and number of golds. Though we 
might not see some familiar faces four 
years from now (namely Phelps), the 
athletes change but the flag remains the 
same. See you in Rio.

on June 15th, 2012, I was among a 
group of eighteen students from Gilman, 
Bryn Mawr, and Roland Park Country 
School that traveled to Seville, Spain, 
staying with a group of Spanish stu-
dents and their families for two weeks. 
Accompanying us were Spanish teachers 
Mr. Will Perkins from the Upper School 
and Ms. Cecilia Eppler from the lower 
school. ours was the “biggest group 
ever” to participate in the exchange trip 
to Spain, according to Mr. Perkins. The 
large number of students made the trip 
“challenging but also a lot of fun,” accord-
ing to Ms. Eppler. While in Seville, we 
had the opportunity to experience a new 
culture and live the life of a typical Span-
ish teenager while being immersed in rich 
Spanish history and language. The trip 
was “an eye opening experience,” stated 
Nikki Schulick (former BMS ’14), for all 
of us and allowed us to take a different 
perspective on life.

As we found out, the “normal” lifestyle 
of a Spanish student was very different 
from that of a typical American student, 
which made the trip both enjoyable and 
educational. For instance, the Spanish 
greet one another by kissing on the cheek. 
There were three Spanish customs, how-
ever, that took us some time to adjust to 
while staying in Spain. First, while walk-
ing the streets of Seville we noticed the 
lack of traffic – the Spanish seldom use 
their cars. Almost everything we needed 
was within walking distance. In fact, the 
only time we rode in our host family’s car 
was to and from the airport. Second, the 
meal times required us to adjust the most 
because they were about three hours 
behind “normal” meal times in America. 
In the morning, we would eat a very light 
breakfast, consisting of toast or a bowl of 
cereal.  The main meal is lunch, compara-
ble to the American dinner. It was served 
around three o’clock in the afternoon, 
and included meats, seafood, side dishes, 
and bread. We would not eat again until 
around eleven or twelve o’clock at night. 
Finally, the Spanish students stayed out a 
lot later than typical American students, 
in part because “their parents are more 
lenient,” expressed Kiki Dominguez 
(BMS ’14), with curfew and general rules 
of the house. They had parties almost 
every night and would roam the streets 
into the early morn-
ing. The Spanish 
students were also 
able to stay out late 
frequently because 
after lunch they took 
a three to four hour 
siesta (nap) in the 
middle of the day. 
These cultural dif-
ferences took time to 
get used to, but that 
was part of the allure 
of the exchange, to 
experience and live 
a foreign way of life.

While in Spain, 
we had the wonder-
ful opportunity to 
learn about Spanish history and visit 
historical sites and museums. Seville is 
approximately 2,220 years old, dating 
back to Roman times. The Catedral de 
Santa María de Sede, better known as the 
Seville Cathedral, is the largest Gothic 
cathedral in the world. We had the chance 
to walk inside it, which was absolutely 

magnificent. It has elaborate brightly 
colored stained glass windows, gold 
plated sanctuaries and expansive Gothic 
architecture. La Plaza de España was 
another remarkable landmark, and cur-
rently serves as the Seville town hall. It 
consists of a massive Renaissance Revival 
government building, surrounded by a 
tremendous vibrantly tiled walkway with 
a three tiered fountain in the center. Both 
the cathedral and the plaza are flagship 
monuments of the city of Seville.

During our trip we also visited three 
nearby cities: Granada, Córdoba, and 
Cádiz, each with its own unique history. 
Granada is southeast of Seville and the 
home of the Alhambra, a palace and for-
tress built by the Moors in the tenth cen-
tury. It is decorated with lavish gardens 
that were beyond all comparisons. The 
palaces are embellished with Baroque 
styling and Islamic design with intricate 
and extraordinary details. The Baroque 
style was also used to construct the 
Mezquita-Catedral (Mosque-Cathedral), 
located in Córdoba, north east of Seville. 
The Mezquita-Catedral was originally a 
Visigothic Christian Church, which was 
then taken over by the Muslims and con-
verted into a mosque. The Muslims built 
the mosque around the existing church; 
then during the reconquest of Spain, the 
mosque was converted back to a Roman 
Catholic Cathedral. Inside, the clash of 
cultures is manifested in the art. There 
are both Islamic and Christian influences, 
which creates an unparalleled architec-
tural and artistic marvel. The last city we 
visited was the seafaring town of Cádiz, 
south west of Seville, situated along the 
northern part of the Atlantic ocean. This 
was the only trip on which the Spanish 
students were allowed to travel with us 
and “it was a good day for all the Ameri-
can and Spanish kids to mingle,” com-
mented Mr. Perkins. We spent the day 
visiting the beautiful beaches as well as 
the local museums. wwww

one of the main reasons for participat-
ing in the exchange was to our improve 
Spanish speaking skills. Hearing the 
language every day, all day, really helps 
one to understand the language. We were 
immersed in the language and culture 
for two weeks, and by the end of the 
trip “I was able to speak more quickly... 

It became more natural,” said Aaron 
Gokalsan (’14). on behalf of all of us who 
participated in the exchange program 
want to thank Mr. Perkins and Ms. Eppler 
for their time in sponsoring the program 
and traveling with us to Spain.

By adam aisT

A Taste of Spain

 once every four years, we see the best 
athletes in the world representing their 
country in many different and exciting 
sports. This year, London 2012 really was 
something special. 
 Having lived in London for over 10 
years, I got to appreciate what London 
has strived towards and accomplished 
so that they could host these olympic 
Games. over 2.5 kilometers of industrial 
land has been developed into olympic 
Park, near an area known as Stratford. I 
was overjoyed to find out that the Olym-
pic Park was to be located there when 
they first announced the news, mainly 
because Stratford is one of the poorer 
areas of London. The olympics injects 
money into its host city, and especially in 

the neighborhood which forms its center.
This olympics could have gone wrong in 
so many ways. The weather could have 
been horrible, and the organization of the 
events could have been atrocious, as the 
British are not known for planning, logis-
tics and anticipation. Thankfully, this 
was not the case, and by hosting these 
olympics, the city of London made me 
proud to be a British citizen, and happy to 
see the way the people of London grouped 
together to show off London as it really 
is – one of the finest cities in the world. 
People get to see more of London than 
just fish and chips and the Royal Family, 
and instead as what its true colours are.
 London 2012’s motto was “Inspire a 
Generation”, and they have gone a long 
way in achieving that goal.

By liam higgins

London: An Evolving City

Photo courtesy of USAToday



September 13, 2012         Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXII No. 1 page 7

It’s Time to Run Down the 
Competition

By andrew kaTz

The summer vacation season came to 
a close on August 8th for the many run-
ners looking to gain a spot on the Gilman 
Varsity Cross Country team. After four 
seniors graduated from the 2011 squad, 
including Penn bound Will Meadows, 
(arguably the best runner in school his-
tory,) Coach Duncan looks to this year’s 
seniors to carry the torch. Following a 
second place finish in the championship 
last season, the Greyhounds will be led 
by Sam zunkeler (‘13) in 2012 through 
a demanding lineup of invitationals and 
dual meets with one goal in mind: beat-
ing Loyola. As reigning MIAA champions 
and annual powerhouse, the Dons have 
become the team to beat. Peter Cooke 
(‘13) and Theo Leasca (‘14) return to the 
varsity squad looking to run their all-time 
best times and to win the title. “Gilman is 
the dark horse in the MIAA, and this year 
we have a shot,” states Cooke. Addition-
ally, Josh Khuvis (‘13) and John Stoller 
(‘13) will add depth and leadership to 
the team, with both coming off strong 

performances in 2011. The Hounds will 
start the season off with the Spiked Shoe 
Invitational at Johns Hopkins. The run-
ners will be tested early on as they head 
to the Bull Dog Invitational before squar-
ing off with Curley and Spalding in the 
season dual meet opener. Mt. Saint Joe, 
Calvert Hall, and John Carroll also sit on 
the docket, leading up to the race of the 
season, a rematch against the Dons. This 
year, the reigning champs will not have 
sophomore standout Michael Wegner, 
who has decided not to run for Loyola this 
season after being the best runner in 2011 
as a freshman. “All the top schools lost 
their top guys as well,” Stoller explains. “A 
reloaded lineup of Greyhounds, under the 
direction of coaches Connolly, Thomp-
son, and Trapp look to take things one 
day at a time,” says Coach Duncan.  It is 
safe to say this squad is ready to contend 
for the MIAA championship this season 
and end the Dons’ streak. For the many 
seniors, nothing would be greater than 
going out on top.

The previous two seasons have been 
successful for the Gilman Soccer Team 
with a MIAA Championship title in 
2010 and Finals Runner-up last season. 
After the departure of a number of key 
players, Christian Wolf, Cotter Brown, 
and Andrew Harris, each a four year 
varsity starter, Anthony Kim (‘13) stated, 
“Although we lost eight starters, I’m con-
fident that the juniors and seniors will 
step up and lead the team.” Coach Seal 
will be looking to seniors Riley DeSmit, 
John Simms, John Wancowicz, and Ben 
Grace, and Junior Sam Wancowicz to 
fill the void left by the departure of the 
class of 2012. With these players step-
ping up, Seal believes the team has the 
“Potential to be very good this season, 
as long as they work really hard and stay 
healthy.” In addition, Chase Wittich (‘14) 
has taken command of the spot in goal 
once filled by former Gatorade Player of 
the Year Andrew Harris, who will be a 
freshman at Wake Forest. once again, 
the expectations are high for the soccer 
team because as Coach Seal put it, “They 
[Christian and Andrew] set the bar for 
future teams at Gilman.” Anthony Kim 
added, “our goal for the season is to make 
a third consecutive appearance to the 
championship game. We’re a champion-
ship contending-team and we’re going to 
get there by being the roughest toughest 
team in the MIAA.”

Although the team’s goals have not 
changed, and the Hounds have a good 
shot at winning the school’s second title 
in three years, this year has a different 
feel heading into the regular season. This 
is because of the ruling the U.S. Soccer 
Federation put into effect late last year. 
During the offseason, the U.S. Soccer 

Federation ruled that stated that any 
high school player who also plays at the 
Academy level, which is the most elite 
club level team, must choose to either 
play for their high school team or their 
Academy team; in essence, a player can 
no longer play for both. So, many readers 
may be asking themselves, what does 
this ruling have to do with the MIAA? 
Some players at Gilman and at other 
schools in the conference, most notably 
McDonogh, had to choose over this past 
summer what they were going to do once 
fall rolled around. Both Anthony Kim and 
Sam Wancowicz decided to return this 
season, but other players chose not to 
play at Gilman and instead play for their 
Academy teams. Although this ruling did 
not affect the Gilman soccer team a great 
amount, Coach Seal stated that “The big-
gest challenge so far has been having to 
re-educate myself and the coaching staff 
about the opposition’s personnel because 
in past years, you knew who the stars 
were and the teams style of play, but now 
you don’t. And as a result, the big question 
for us right now is how do we match up?” 
on paper Seal believes McDonogh, whom 
Gilman will face on october 18th at home, 
is the team to beat. In reality, however, 
the Hounds will also have to be prepared 
for hard-fought matches against Loyola, 
Curley, and Mt. St. Joe because even 
though some players may have graduated 
or opted to play Academy, the level of play 
in the MIAA will still be very high. In the 
end, this season will once again shape up 
to be a nail biter down to the last game of 
the regular season with Gilman expected 
to battle for another championship.

Some New Faces, But Still 
the Same Goal

By granT lounsBury

John Simms (‘13) looks to dribble past his defender as goalkeeper Chase Wittich 
(‘14) watches on from the net in Gilman’s scrimmage against Hereford High School. 
Photo by David Cha. 

John Stoller (‘13) (left) leads the way in practice as fellow teammates, 
Josh Khuvis (‘13) (center) and Theo Leasca (‘14) (right), look to catch him 
coming down the straightaway. Photo by David Cha.

Bellow: Spanish Exchange students pose for a group photo on top of the Seville 
Cathedral. Photo by Mr. Perkins.
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on the hot summer day of August 
8th, the football team set out on their 
journey to repeat as league champions. 
They began by focussing on the first 
game, which kicked off the National High 
School Football season. Gilman traveled 
to ohio to take on football powerhouse 
Archbishop Moeller, which was nationally 
televised on ESPNU and ESPN3.

“We are all excited. Lots of people 
who aren’t usually able to watch Gilman 
will be able to see us play. It’s a good way 
to represent Gilman,” said Henry Poggi 
(‘13). Coach Poggi also added, “It is the 
first time a team from Maryland has 
played the number one team from ohio.”

Archbishop Moeller is only the begin-
ning. Gilman rounds out its preseason 
with tough opponents: Charlotte Chris-
tian (Charlotte, NC), Don Bosco Prep 
(Ramsey, NJ), and our Lady of Good 
Counsel (Olney, MD). Don Bosco Prep fin-
ished last season ranked number one in 
the country (taken from maxpreps.com) 
and will enter the game against Gilman 
with a forty-six game winning streak. 
Our Lady of Good Counsel finished last 
season ranked number five in the country 
and currently holds an eighteen game 
winning streak.

Although the out of conference 
schedule is daunting, the goal for the 
Hounds always remains the same. As 
seniors Miles Norris, Henry Poggi, 
Micah Kiser,Wyatt Dickerson, and Shane 
Cockerille put it, the goal is to “Win the 
league and beat McDonogh.” It is the 
same goal as last year and has been the 

Kicking off Another Promising Season
By CarTer gray

same goal since Coach Poggi took over. 
The Gilman-McDonogh football game 
has been an event since october 9th, 1914 
when Gilman beat McDonogh 35-0. “The 
game means just about everything,” says 
Dickerson, “Having a successful season 
can be judged on whether or not we beat 
McDonogh.”

Even though Gilman lost five all con-
ference players from last year’s team, the 
Greyhounds enter the season with high 
expectations. The talent level on the team 
is tremendous, and they are the number 
sixteen team in the nation coming oout of 
the preseason. “The most important thing 
is that we put in hard work. If we work 
hard and believe in God, good things will 
happen,” explains Norris. It will be hard 
to replace some of the players from last 
year’s team, like Maryland Player of the 
Year and University of Alabama-bound 
Cyrus Jones, but replacing players is 
nothing new for the Gilman football 
program. “It will be a different team with 
different players, but I’m not too worried 
about missing the guys from last year. The 
young guys will have to step up, and they 
always do,” says Kiser.

Coach Poggi has also said that last 
year’s seniors will be “hard to replace,” 
but says that “This is the most talented 
team we have had since I have been 
coaching here.” Rather than heavily rely-
ing on four or five players, “The talent is 
more spread out.”

The team this year will be looking to 
impress, and if history repeats itself, they 
will not disappoint. one thing is for sure, 
this will be a heck of a football season.

Refreshed Water Polo Team Dives 
into a New Season 

By granT lounsBury

Although summer is over, the water 
polo team still gets to have fun in the pool. 
After coming off a 2-17 season and losing 
four seniors, the team looks to its two 
seniors, Anuj Khandelwal and Andrew 
Liang, to step up and be the leaders of 
the team. Assistant Coach Silverman 
believes that with the leadership of these 
boys, “The team will be able to build up a 
stronger foundation and be a more com-
petitive team.” Under these two leaders, 
the team is really starting to gel and is 
able to build up its skills and implement 
different strategies. Andrew’s goals for 
the season “are to improve from last year 
and be above 500.” Andrew, showing his 
enthusiasm for the incoming season, also 
said “I am really excited to play with all 
the players on the team this year.” 

Although the team’s first conference 
game will not be until September 6th 
against McDonogh at home, the Gilman 
water polo squad will get its first action 

in the pool at the Philmore Cup held 
at Episcopal Academy in Philadelphia 
during Labor Day weekend. once the 
regular season kicks off, the Hounds will 
be faced with stiff competition coming 
from Loyola and Calvert Hall, who will 
defend their MIAA title.  In addition 
to the Philmore Cup, the Gilman water 
polo squad will take part in the Gilman 
Challenge held on the 22nd of September 
and compete in the Big Bear Classic on 
october 6th at Holton Arms. This season 
Coach Silverman said that “our goals for 
the season are to build team unity and be 
more competitive in the pool, which we 
hope can help get us to the ultimate goal 
of making it to the MIAA tournament.”

This year, as the water polo team gets 
ready to jump into the pool and take down 
the opposition, Andrew believes there 
is a lot to look forward to because “this 
is the best team we have had during my 
three years.”

Below: Justin Mun (‘15) watches his shot as it heads towards the net during prac-
tice. Photo by David Cha.

The football team works hard during a summer preseason practice. Photo by 
David Cha.

Volleyball Begins Anew
By Jake groenke

This year’s Gilman varsity volleyball 
team looks to continue Coach Neil Gab-
bey’s dynasty with another great season.

As an underdog this year, Gilman 
is not expected to attain the same level 
of success as in past years. However, 
veteran senior captain, James Johnson, 
embraces this feeling and is staying posi-
tive. “Having lost 11 seniors, our team will 
be overlooked by many to win the cham-
pionship, but with the new eight juniors 
and two sophomores rising from the 
undefeated JV team last year, I am pretty 
excited about the possibility of getting to 
the championship game and definitely 
contending to be the best in the MIAA.”

Johnson’s fellow captains are seniors 
Cameron Wade, Jack Hutchins, and Elliot 
o’Brien who, along with James, are the 
only returners from last year’s squad. 
They see promise in the underclassmen 
such as setter Tyler Wakefield (‘14), last 
year’s JV captain, and middle-hitter Chris 
Kohler (‘14) who looks to fill the voids left 
by the bigs Cassas and Ebeling.

This year’s team starts the season on 
September 7th and has a total of four 
away games before they make their first 
appearance in the Deaf Dome on Sep-
tember 24th against Mount St. Joseph. 
Gilman hosts the Gaels at 5:30 PM, so 
come out and support them in their home 
opener; you will not want to miss it.

Left: During Practice, James Johnson (‘13) dives to save the ball from hitting the 
ground and keeps the point alive. Photo by David Cha.


