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Spamalot Coming Soon
by Jason Moscow

April Fails
by conrad cleMens

 On April 1st at 3:00 AM, 
a select group of seniors 
arrived at Gilman to pre-
pare their senior prank. 
They prepped for a tail-
gate, parked in the Bryn 

Mawr parking lots, covered the Bryn 
Mawr bridge with ropes, planted a tree 
in center field, put the fruit cart in the 
bathroom, put red solo cups in some 
bathrooms, blocked the Science Building 
with benches, replaced the picture of Mr. 
Greene Jr. with Greg Alspaugh and put a 
kiddie pool on the second floor. Mr. Smith 
claims that it, “looked good on paper”, but 
it did not pan out as they had expected.
 Prior to April 1st, School President 
Tyler Wakefield and some other seniors 
asked the Deans whether they could tail-
gate in the morning and if they could park 
in the Bryn Mawr parking lots so that 
the girls would have to park at Gilman 
and participate in the tailgate. Although 
that was the original plan, some seniors 
thought it would be funny if they did 
other pranks too. 
        Although the tailgate was a success 
in the eyes of Mr. Smith and the senior 
class’, the other pranks were, “not original 
or clever and a burden on the school”, 
explained Mr. Smith. Other than the 
ropes on the bridge, Tyler claims he was 
not aware of any of the other pranks at 
the time they happened. In the the prank 
with the cups, all that happened was a 
few kids put cups in classrooms, and no 
one even saw them. Mr. Smith describes 
it as, “[not] even a prank. Putting cups 
around a room isn’t even a prank. There is 
no creativity, forethought, and no effort. 
It’s a non-prank.”
 Although some of the seniors may have 
seen the pranks as successful ones, Mr. 
Smith explained that, “The seniors came 
up with a prank that on paper looked very 

good and had potential to be very suc-
cessful but, even with that prank itself 
there were some unforeseen turns. More 
specifically in the class there were some 
students who individually went out on 
their own to try to make a better impact 
on April Fools, but just ended up losing 
trust with the administration.” Tyler 
thought that if he could change one thing 
about the pranks he would have, “tried to 
work with Bryn Mawr’s maintenance to 
make them aware of it instead of going 
behind their backs. [That way] they 
wouldn’t have to cut down the ropes.”
        The senior room was taken away as 
a result of all the events that took place 
that day. “The senior room is obviously 
a privilege, and for the seniors to have 
access to the room means [that] they 
need to uphold the values of community 
and citizenship, but a sizable number of 
seniors did not do that that day,” explains 
Mr. Smith.
        A major byproduct of the pranks is 
the feud that it has created with Bryn 
Mawr. When the seniors parked at Bryn 
Mawr, the girls took advantage of the 
opportunity  paint the cars with insulting 
or sarcastic phrases like, “Hillary ‘16” or 
“I love girls”. Furthermore, Bryn Mawr  
students placed feminine hygienic prod-
ucts on certain cars. Mr. Smith explained 
that this behavior results in each group 
looking to out-do the next.
        Although the pranks were funny, it 
seems that all these pranks do is cause 
havoc, and there were consequences as a 
result. Tyler claimed that, “I and several 
other people definitely made mistakes 
and that after speaking to some people 
about it, April fools has escalated quickly. 
There is a reason April Fools exists, and 
people often cross the line.” Judging by 
the actions taken by the administration, 
the seniors leapt over the line and pushed 
the boundaries in all the wrong ways.

“Look, you stupid bastard, 
you’ve got no arms left!” 
Not to worry, you still 
have eyes, which means 
that you can come see 
Spamalot opening night 

on May 1st.  This year’s Spring musical 
will be the musical rendition of Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail. With a con-
tent rich plot and a gut-wrenching script, 

Spamalot is a must see production.
 As described by Director John Rowell, 
“Spamalot is a riff, takeoff on the legend-
ary stories of King Arthur and his knights 
of the round table. Throwing in numer-
ous pop-culture references, Spamalot’s 
storyline is anything but faithful to the 
actual storyline of King Arthur’s quest. 
In fact, they are irreverent to the truth 
of the story.” With an episodic form, the 
structure of the musical could be com-
pared to sketch comedy.   
 The storyline depicts two quests: One 
is to find the holy grail, and another is 
to discover Broadway. As with all great 
quests, “It’s not about the destination. It’s 
about the journey.”  Hence, Spamalot is 
the story of the hysterical situations that 
King Arthur and his cast get involved in 
before they can reach their promising 
destinations. 
 Rowell describes this year’s Spring 
musical as “a real ensemble show”. Amaz-
ingly, 24 cast members will be playing 93 
rolls. Luckily, there is a strong core group 

of Gilman seniors taking on the lead rolls. 
According to Mr. Rowell, “Gilman Seniors 
Greg Alspaugh, C.J. Roebuck, Robert 
Lohr and Sean Costello take on the roles 
of Arthur, Sir Robin, Sir Lancelot and 
Sir Galahad, respectively… Other major 
roles are filled by Gilman students Nick 
Johnson, Morgan Doyle, Isaac Hager, 
John Locke and Timur Guler.”
 For this production, Gilman’s Alumni 
Auditorium has been transformed into a 

complex set with several moving parts. 
Because Spamalot depicts a journey, 
the auditorium stage has to represent 
numerous locations within King Arthur’s 
quest. In the words of Timur Guler, a 
senior playing Concorde, “The set looks 
incredible. You can’t go wrong under a 
set designer like Mr. Chris Flint. There’s 
a huge castle that will blow your mind, 
and even the smallest pieces won’t fail to 
dazzle.”
 Midway through the second act, the 
anticipated musical number “Always 
Look on The Bright Side of Life” will 
come on. For many, this is a familiar 
tune; regardless, the prospect of a group 
of Gilman students tap dancing should 
be amusing and entertaining. 
 Guler claims that “everyone should 
come out to Spamalot because myself and 
several classmates put upwards of 200 
hours of our time into this musical and 
we’d be pretty ticked if nobody showed 
up.”  There you have it. 

 At Gilman, every class is encouraged to  
raise money, whether by selling donuts, 
Christmas trees, or t-shirts. Typically, 
each class uses this money to fund its 
Senior Prom, but the funds can still be 
spent on other events. Since everybody 
enjoys an affordable prom, classes are 
frantic to earn money. This school year, 
Sophomore Class President Chris Wolfe 
has been actively fundraising, at first 
by selling pizza gift cards with varying 
success. Recently, the sophomore class 
has found their niche, selling Chick-Fil-A 
sandwiches.
 In early February, Wolfe proposed sell-
ing Chick-Fil-A to the student body and 

was met with an overwhelming response 
of students willing to dish out $4 for an 
alternate lunch option. The sophomore 
class generally sells Chik-Fil-A on the day 
that Flik’s lunch is ‘the least appealing’ 
and therefore most likely to reel in a large 
profit. The first few weeks saw sales as 
high as 110 sandwiches, but that number 
has dropped off recently. Despite this, the 
venture, consistently adding cash to their 
class fund, is still considered a great suc-
cess by both Wolfe and the sophomores.
 Unbeknownst to many patrons and 
students, 10-15% of the profit from sand-
wich sales is given to the Travis Manion 
Foundation, whose founder Wolfe per-
sonally invited to speak during an assem-

bly in November.
 Selling Chick-Fil-A has not come with-
out controversy. Soon after this initiative 
began, English teacher Mr. Larry Malkus 
posted a letter on the bulletin board 
questioning whether the sophomores 
should sell food from a company that 
openly funds anti-gay marriage groups. 
He said, “My stance is that certainly the 
sophomore class has the right to decide, 
just as Chik-Fil-A has the right to decide, 
where they make their charitable dona-
tions; likewise, the sophomore class has 
the right to decide how they want to go 
about raising funds.” Mr. Malkus also 
hopes, “To make sure that everyone in 
the sophomore class, and everyone in 

the Upper School community knows 
that Chik-Fil-A has this sort of feeling 
about promoting traditional marriage at 
the expense of, and sometimes in direct 
opposition to gay marriage.” Mr. Malkus 
ultimately wants the sophomore class to 
debate the topic before making a decision, 
and also wishes to raise awareness on the 
issue.
 What may have seemed like a simple 
enterprise by the Sophomore class has 
created a slew of controversy. Even if the 
Sophomore class is not selling Chic-Fil-A, 
the debate continues and reaches further 
complexity. Who would have thought that 
selling a few chicken sandwiches would 
raise so many issues? 

Chick-Fil-A Sandwiches Cause Controversy
by blake leonard & ThoMas Troy

Spamalot performance times are: May 1, 2, and 3 at 8 pm; May 4 at 2 pm 
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 Communication is argu-
ably one of mankind’s 
greatest intellectual feats, 
and for thousands of 
years, the human race has 
devoted itself to further-

ing language’s complexity and sophisti-
cation. At the moment, we possess more 
opportunities to communicate with 
friends, family, and even strangers than 
ever previously imagined. Unfortunately, 
this over-exposure to endless forms of 
socialization has spoiled us as a species, 
and we have begun to relapse to earlier, 
primitive forms of discussion. In doing 
so, mankind has relinquished its per-
petual obligation to further the develop-
ment of communication, a feat that has 
distinguished our race from every other 
species on the planet. 
 It is strange to think that before the 
evolution of speech over 100,000 years 
ago, man was contained to his own 
thoughts and lacked a means of convey-
ing them to others save, body language. 
The development of symbols 70,000 
years later allowed humans to set their 
ideas in stone and further revolution-
ized inter-personal connections. Writing 
inevitably followed as the next advance-
ment in communications and has since 
tapped into a limitless reservoir of intel-
lectual thought, including philosophy and 
science.
 Language is constantly progressing 
and gaining complexity, and the 21st 
century, appropriately deemed the “Infor-
mation Age,” marks the culmination of 
our species’ accomplishments in the field: 
from Baltimore, I can talk in real-time to 
friends from Abu Dhabi or Paris--for free 
via Skype or for a minimal phone charge 
–whenever I want.
 This feat is a major upgrade from 
previous limitations on inter-human 
discussion. At first, humans could not 
communicate at all; then, as our under-
standing of communication improved, 
small, simple forms of speech and writing 
took root in the human tradition. These 
means of communication, however, were 
crude and rudimentary, featuring no 
more than a few short-syllable words at 
any given time.
 Fast-forward thousands of years and 
arrive in Victorian England, let’s say, 

a Zeitgeist of verbose expression and 
elegant vocabulary. Then, continue to the 
present day, during which the “Digital 
Era” reigns supreme: radio, cell phones, 
TV, texting, Snapchat, Facebook, and 
Skype, to name a few – all are remark-
able forms of communication that allow 
humans, once-simple communicators, 
to converse in the most complex manner 
possible.
 A typical progression is as follows: 
barbaric grunts became brutish Middle 
Age dialect, which in turn evolved into 
graceful Victorian language; shortly 
thereafter, conversations moved to the 
wireless network via telegrams and 
eventually phone calls. Humans thrived 
in their first-ever opportunity to express 
themselves over long distances exactly 
how they wanted – they began to use 
complex sentence structure and emo-
tional language that they were previously 
unable to convey through more primitive 
forms of communication.
 And yet, at the peak of linguistic ability 
and after thousands of years of progres-
sion in the field, we have regressed back 
to primitive, simple dialect. Now, where 
we would have previously supplied a 
sophisticated description, we merely add 
an emoticon or a simple “LOL,” “OMG,” 
or “JK.” We have grown accustomed to 
communicative boundlessness at our fin-
gertips that we have taken it for granted. 
Instead of relishing in the new means 
of discussion that technology has given 
us, we have abandoned mankind’s con-
stant advancement of communication in 
search of easier, more convenient social 
techniques. Constant, unlimited access to 
information, texting, games, and movies 
on our phones, and the like have opened 
a Pandora’s Box of social ineptitude. Not 
to mention the new Google Glass eye-
wear, the epitome of the 21st century: if 
a Google Glass user ever becomes bored 
or disinterested during a conversation, 
he simply looks to the right and, at once, 
escapes into the abyss of the Digital Age.
 I am, therefore, a bit perturbed at 
the prospect of hand-written letters and 
genuine discussions completely disap-
pearing from our culture. Sadly, this is a 
disheartening possibility due to society’s 
ingratitude toward complex communica-
tion and its advancement over the years. 
So I urge that we all savor mankind’s 
greatest invention before we, the inven-
tors, destroy it ourselves.

The Progression and Regression 
of Communication

by spencer Morris

Early Lacrosse Recruiting
In a recent New York 
Times article, Nathan-
iel Popper addressed the 
issues regarding the rap-
idly expanding realm of 
early recruiting for Divi-

sion I college sports. Although Popper’s 
article,“Committing to Play for College, 
Then Starting 9th Grade,” focuses mainly 
on women’s soccer, the story also high-
lights both men’s and women’s lacrosse 
as primary examples of early recruiting 
practices. In fact, a graph included in the 
article showed that lacrosse has the high-
est percentage of athletes who commit 
to a school before the official recruit-
ing process began. As a member of the 
Gilman community, this process is all 
too familiar. This year, the A  conference 
of the MIAA alone boasts 108 Division I 
commitments, with Gilman contributing 
eight of those.
 Early commitments have become the 
norm for lacrosse, and for good reason. 
Because of the media coverage and 
multi million dollar income of college 
football and basketball, the NCAA has 
become uninterested in implementing 
and enforcing rules on early recruiting 
for college lacrosse. While the NCAA 
watches impassively, however, college 
coaches at the top schools feel more and 
more pressure from fan bases and alumni 
to lure the best recruits and win games. 
Thus, college coaches, unimpeded by the 
NCAA, must seek younger and younger 
students before the opposition ever has 
a chance.
 The competitive nature of the recruit-
ing process in lacrosse adds unnecessary 
pressure to prospective Division I players. 

In the scramble to commit a full class of 
recruits, coaches have resorted to setting 
ultimatums on scholarship offers, a tactic 
that allows coaches to coax players into 
committing early and to quickly weed 
out undecided prospects. While advanta-
geous for the coaches, these ultimatums 
place unreasonable pressure on kids that 
are not prepared to make such an impor-
tant decision in their lives. As a result, the 
recruits’ parents often take control of the 
decision making process.
 The disadvantages of early recruit-
ing, however, do not only pertain to the 
prospective athletes. Early recruiting 
presents a plethora of problems for the 
college programs as well. Since they fill 
their recruiting classes early, college 
programs frequently miss out on late 
blooming prospects. A lot changes in a 
high school kid’s athletic ability from his 
freshman year to graduation. Athletes 
become stronger, faster, and taller and 
attain new skill sets from playing at a 
higher level. This is not to say that the best 
athletes in ninth grade do not continue to 
be top athletes throughout high school, 
but rather that some athletes develop and 
display their potential later.
 This is just a short overview of the 
ridiculous process that is early recruiting 
in college lacrosse. The consensus on the 
topic in the lacrosse community is unani-
mous: it must be changed. But as Virginia 
head coach Dom Starsia points out, “We 
haven’t been able to get any traction with 
the NCAA. There’s a sense that the NCAA 
doesn’t want to address this topic at all.” 
Until the NCAA intervenes, the process 
will continue 

by Zack cohen

Spooning Paranoia 

 On t he weekends,  at 
friend’s houses, around 
Gi lman, and even in 
class, I fear for my life… 
in Blammo. I am always 
aware of my surroundings 

and on the lookout for my target and the 
person targeting me. Blammo is a fun way 
to escape from the world of homework 
and teachers, but the paranoia it brings 
proves to be a problem.
 In 1981, game designer Steve Jackson 
designed a live action role-playing game 
(LARP) known as “Killer: The Game 
of Assassination,” on which Blammo is 
based. I think that if I went up to my 
mom and told her, completely seriously, 
that I had just paid a dollar to play this, 
she would be utterly horrified. 
 In the past 5 years, there have been 
four assassination attempts that have 

been seen as a measure of public safety. 
In 2008, the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln placed a 1-year ban on the game 
because someone brought a Nerf Gun to 
class while playing an adapted version.  
 In 2009, outside a restaurant in New 
Hampshire, a man was waiting creepily 
for a high school student to exit so he 
could shoot her with a water gun.
 Although I’m sure nothing as extreme 
as these encounters will happen during 
Gilman’s version of Assassination, it 
seems as though our community could 
experience similar hysteria.
 Paranoia is defined as, “a mental condi-
tion characterized by delusions of perse-
cution, unwarranted jealousy, or exagger-
ated self-importance, typically elaborated 
into an organized system.” Although 
I opted willingly to play Blammo and 
donated $1 to Habitat for Humanity, I 

continued on opposite page

by conrad cleMens
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International Students in the Tri-School Area

According to the U.S. 
Department of Home-
la nd S e c u r i t y,  on ly 
65 Chinese students 
attended private high 

schools in the United States in 2005. 
By 2011, 6,725 Chinese teenagers were  
attending private high schools in the 
United States. Standardized tests like 
the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) have consistently 
scored the Chinese education system 
ahead of that of the United States. Each 
of the Chinese international students in 
the tri-school community have made the 
personal choice to study abroad. Their 
choices reflect both a taste for adventure 
and a search for academic independence 
difficult to find in China today.
 Consensus among the international 
students within the tri-school community 
is that Chinese high schools are more 
academically rigorous than those in the 
United States. “My physics class in China 
was five times harder than it was here,” 
commented Gilman senior Weimin Li, 
who is from Changsha.
  “Currently the biggest problem [with 
the Chinese education system] is that 
there are too many people,” explained 
Gilman sophomore Kevin Wang, a native 
of Shanghai. This explosive combination 

of more people and comparatively fewer 
universities has resulted in competition 
unrivaled to that in the United States. In 
China, the college entrance exam, called 
the gaokao, is the only criterion for uni-
versity admissions. As a result, most 
Chinese high school students sacrifice 
extra-curricular activities and free time 
for the sake of the rote memorization 
demanded on this incredibly intensive 
two-day exam.
 Kevin said that he had become 
“cynical about the [Chinese educational 
system], which does not allow for inde-
pendent critical thinking. You cannot 
ask a question because teachers say that 
you are wasting the time of fifty people.”
 Bryn Mawr freshman Sherrie Shen, 
who, like Kevin, is from Shanghai, said 
that “the [American] education system 
develops students in all kinds of ways, 
such as academic, sports, and morality. 
Students are able to get a greater per-
spective about the world.”
 The combination of circumstance and 
luck that brought these students to the 
tri-school community represents the 
journey of thousands of Chinese teenag-
ers to communities across the nation.  
“I looked up schools on the internet. I 
thought Gilman is the place for me, so I 
applied,” recalled Mike.
 “For me, it was more like a lottery [to 
get into Gilman],” remembered Kevin. 

Sherrie learned about Bryn Mawr from a 
teacher who helped her with the applica-
tion.
 Currently in his second year at Gilman, 
Weimin spent his sophomore year as 
an exchange student in Virginia. His 
host family was conservative, and the 
Baptist school which he attended had 
60 students in kindergarten through 
twelfth grade. The cultural gap between 
prevalently atheist China and Weimin’s 
host family’s deeply Christian lifestyle, 
which included exclusively listening to 
Christian television channels and radio 
stations, was immense. “Every day we 
had Bible classes, and I debated with my 
Bible teacher. This really improved my 
English,” recalled Weimin, who describes 
himself as agnostic.
 The biggest challenges have been cul-
tural. Kevin described difficulties relat-
ing to his peers in the tri-school com-
munity. He had never heard of lacrosse 
before arriving in Baltimore, and does 
not typically watch television. “To know 
these sports, you have to spend extra time 
watching and analyzing,” he explained, “I 
just don’t have time for that.” The Catcher 
in the Rye was the first book Kevin read 
as a Gilman student. “The dictionary was 
on one side, the online dictionary was 
on the other, and the book was in the 
middle,” he remembered. He required 
thirty minutes to read three pages.

Chinese Students Find Intellectual Freedom in Tri-School Community
by alexa corse,

bryn Mawr Quill

British Student Lucas Kovács’ Account
 The international exchange program 
has been the most unforgettable experi-
ence--my stay at Gilman and with Jack 
Dearing was, to say the least, incredible, 
and the student community within the 
school had really made me feel at home. 
Every student contributes something to 
the school, which I love. The Gilman 5 is 
abundant with everyone-Honor, Integ-
rity, Respect, Humility and Excellence.
I have made some really close friends, of 

Gilman Host Ben Gantt’s Account
whom I will keep in contact (you know 
who you are), and a big shout out to 
Jack and his family for their hospitality. 
Having been to Manhattan and Wash-
ington D.C, I have been truly immersed 
in the American culture. 
 And, finally, thank you to every other 
student and member of staff; I couldn’t 
imagine a better school to have been 
throughout my time across the pond. 
God bless America!

 On Monday, March 25, a new member 
was introduced to both my family and 
the Gilman community. Freddie Bick-
ers, a British exchange student from 
St. Edward’s School in Oxford, touched 
down in America for the first time in his 
life. After an exhausting eight-hour flight 
from Heathrow Airport in London, Fred-
die commented that his initial feeling was 
“relief, after getting off of that bloody 
plane”. Both Freddie and I were fortunate 
enough to be chosen as the recipients of 
the Hardie Scholarship, which grants us 
the opportunity to both host and experi-
ence a foreign culture. 

 It has been truly refreshing to see my 
daily life through a pair of British eyes. 
Freddie commented that he finds Gilman 
teachers and students “relaxed, open and 
inviting”. He has quickly fallen into the 
good graces of the Gilman community 
due to his British accent and unique sense 
of humor.  As an avid rugby player and 
fan, he has particularly enjoyed watch-
ing American sports such as baseball 
and lacrosse. I have found hosting to be 
a truly eye-opening experience, and I am 
glad to have the opportunity to share this 
experience with Freddie.

 “I think every [international student] 
goes through their own phase of depres-
sion,” commented Jasmin. After a year 
in the United States, she still struggles 
occasionally. “I feel so conflicted. I have 
my own culture, that is a part of me and is 
how I grew up,” she confided, demonstrat-
ing the value she places on her Chinese 
heritage by placing her hands over her 
heart. “Do I change myself according to 
my environment, or follow what I once 
believed?”
 Ultimately, every student was satisfied 
with his or her decision to study in the 
tri-school community. Weimin praised 
the tri-school community as “really wel-
coming and friendly.” He has established 
close relationships with his advisor and 
Dr. Thornberry, whom Weimin got to 
know last year while taking the notori-
ously challenging US Since ’45 history 
class.
 Kevin aptly summarized his foray into 
American culture. “It’s like I’m leaving 
an isolated island. Everything is just 
new, and you just have to throw yourself 
into it all.” Not only do the international 
students gain from their new experiences, 
but the tri-school community is enriched 
by their courageous spirit and global 
perspective. These international stu-
dents can inspire their fellow tri-school 
students to make the most of their own 
future journeys.

Gilman Host Spencer Perry’s Account
 The exchange experience is quite 
unlike anything else. It has been three 
weeks since James stepped off the plane, 
and the best I can do so far is liken it to 
living with a brother, best friend, and 
b-list celebrity all at once. With James, 
the banality of the daily high school 
grind disappears. Car rides become filled 
with cultural banter, dinners become a 
lively sharing of stories, and each day 
becomes a new adventure. Condensing 
Gilman, Baltimore, and America into 
a month’s time is by no means an easy 
task, but with trips to coffeehouses, 
Gilman games, The Walters, Fells Point, 

the Harbor and New York, I like to think 
we did a lot. From these ventures I was 
able to see through James the details 
and perspective of it all; never before has 
Gilman, Baltimore or my family been so 
interesting and unique. It’s been a grand 
adventure so far due in large part to my 
parents, Mr. Christ, the Gilman com-
munity, and my companion from across 
the pond, James. Now, as I set my eyes 
on England, I cannot help and think of 
what the next stage of the experience will 
bring. I’m sure the second part will be just 
as thrilling, quite unlike anything else.

Gilman students and their hosts enjoying time together on the Harris Terrace

Continued: Spooning Paranoia
didn’t expect it to come with the cost of 
superstition and paranoia. 
 I feel that the game has become less 
fun as more people have been eliminated, 
and although I am playing by choice, I 
may be compelled to quit soon due to 
the distraction it presents. Since anyone 
with a spoon could have me as his target 
and because I have no clue who is hunt-
ing me, I always have to be aware of my 
surroundings. 

 I do, however, enjoy some aspects of 
Blammo at Gilman. I like the opportu-
nity to get to know - and occasionally 
stalk - my targets, as well as the daily 
reminder to loosen up during school.
 The paranoia in which I live during 
Blammo has helped me to determine 
that I will not be participating next year, 
and if I could give back my spoon right 
now, I would.
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Vince Lombardi once said, 
“Winning isn’t everything, 
it’s the only thing.” Having 
won one game in the last 
four years, the Gilman 
Club lacrosse team would 

have to disagree.    
 Led by an irreverent group of upper-
classmen, the Gilman “clax” squad plays 
to have fun and to fill athletic require-
ments, but as makeshift defender Alex 
Witherspoon put it, “If you can’t joke 
about your school’s clax team, then you 
really can’t joke about anything.”
 When asked to elaborate on the team’s 
strong senior leadership, Ben Gantt 
remarked sardonically, “Pasky (Connor 
Paskoff) is a great leader. He’s got a real 
nice shot. We call him ‘the gunner.’ Also, 
Spoon (Alex Witherspoon) is a mentor of 
the game of lacrosse. On the clax field, I 
consider him my father.”
 For those wondering about the dif-
ference between Clax and other levels 
of Gilman lacrosse, like Varsity and JV, 
Gantt summed it up nicely: “The only 
difference is in the name. Skill level is 
no disparity.” Of course, anyone who has 
ever seen a Gilman club lacrosse game 

would understand that this is a joke.
 As for expectations for the upcoming 
season, Witherspoon explained, “We’re a 
confident bunch, so the expectation is to 
go undefeated, but the reality is that we 
will most likely go defeated.” In response 
to this, Gantt remarked sarcastically, 
“Winning is everything. Our record 
defines us.”
 Perhaps the team would find more 
success if they had more opportunities to 
practice. “We don’t get fields. We are the 
absolute last priority of Gilman athletics. 
We do not know where we are practicing 
or if we are practicing until 2:00 the day 
of,” said Witherspoon.
 So why is Club lacrosse a good Spring 
athletic option? “The camaraderie, the 
ladies, the fans, the crowds,”  joked Gantt. 
Ironically, the “clax” team receives less 
fans than the chess team.
 Clearly, club lacrosse players at Gilman 
do not take themselves too seriously. Clax-
ers, as they call themselves, are amusing, 
nonchalant, and fun. They abstain from 
the overly competitive nature of lacrosse 
and just enjoy themselves. ‘Claxers’ take 
America back to a simpler time, when play 
was simply for enjoyment.

A Comedic Take on Club Lacrosse
by Jason Moscow

 The process to use online research tools while off campus has been streamlined.
 The new system is a change from the previous where you had to sign in to view a special “Accessible from Home” page to find the login for each database.  From 
that point, you visited the database, and logged in with a second set of credentials specific to each database listed on the first page.  Confusing, right?
 Now, to access resources, visit library.gilman.edu (or gilman.edu > Quicklinks >Libraries > Fenimore Library).  Once you are on the “Research” page simply click 
on the resource you wish to use and login with your Gilman issued username and password.  Your username is on your schedule and your password (unless it was 
changed) is your student ID.
 Director of Libraries/Upper School Librarian, Ms. Diane Fuller called the single sign on system an “easier way for students to access library resources from off 
campus.  I think they will like being able to switch between resources without having to enter different passwords.”

Public Service Announcement: Researchers Rejoice!

Each year, around spring-
time, the Seniors are sur-
rounded for the last time 
with the sounds of their 
peers singing their hearts 
out. As always, this year’s 

final coffee house thrilled many students 
who heard those final performances. 
Who can forget such iconic perfor-
mances as those by The David Millman 
Experience (Timur Guler, Ben Williams, 
Andrew Park, and Jack Harris, all ‘14) 
singing ‘Caroline’ and ‘Gin and Juice’, 
CJ Roebuck’s (’14) and Sean Costello’s 
(’14) brilliant mashup of a variety of pop 
songs, Eli Clemens (’14) on the bagpipes, 
and the soothing country sounds of Vin-
cent Posterli and Friends (Consisting of 
Vincent Posterli, Jeremy Hairston, Theo 
Lesca, and Jack Harris, all ‘14) perform-
ing their renditions of ‘My Kinda Party’, 
‘Hick Town’, and ‘Lettin’ the Night Roll’? 
Furthermore, the violin renditions of 
Brian Choo (’14), who played the Super 
Mario Brothers theme, and Andrew 
Park (’14), playing his own version (or 
versions) of Yankee Doodle, marked the 
hearts of the audience as fan favorites 

this year. Other performances included 
a duo by Bryn Mawr students Annie 
Brinkley (’14) and Audrey Song (’14), a 
solo by Bryn Mawr student Maddy Unger 
(’17), and the mellif luous voice of Mr. 
Dallas Jacobs.
 This coffeehouse was Ben Williams’ 
(’14) final coffeehouse, and it pulled in 
upwards of one hundred students from 
around the area. In order to help out 
fellow seniors Adam Aist (’14) and Luiz 
Arrazola (’14) raise money for charity, 
he aided them in selling T-shirts and 
donated the proceeds to their charity, 
DragonAid. Named after the mascot of 
the Baltimore Lab School, DragonAid 
helps students at the school. Aist claims 
that over 70% of the students are publicly 
funded, and the money will help them 
afford extracurricular activities, such as 
field trips and outdoor education.
 In a fitting finale, all of the seniors 
gathered on stage to sing their rendi-
tion of ‘The Weight’ by The Band, later 
thanking Mr. Flint for his ever-present 
technical help and Ben for his two years of 
service as Arts Council President. Gilman 
will surely remember the end of this era 
of talented performers with bitter-sweet 
nostalgia.

The Sweet Sounds of Spring
by Gus Meny

The Facts:
Number of Representatives:
One Freshman
Two Sophomores
Three Juniors
Three Seniors
School President
One Faculty Member
Form Chair of Offender
Chair of Honor Committee

System of Appointment:
- Each student nominates 4 
people from a class list

- Form members meet the list 
of all nominated to a ballot of 9

- Students vote during form 
from the ballot of 9.

New Honor Committee

 On Tuesday April 15, 
Mr. Heubeck came before 
the fifth form to describe 
the changes to the honor 
committee. He outlined 

the changes, which were made to give 
more students access to the decision 
making process. The new students on the 
honor committee will spend the tenure 
of their upper school career serving. 
Furthermore, there will be four seniors 
serving, three juniors, two sophomores, 
and one freshman. 
 Election for the honor committee will 
be part of a three step process. First, 
nominations were held, where students 
nominated up to four classmates for the 
position. Next, the faculty convenes and 
holds a vetting process where nomina-
tions will be filtered based on criteria of 
character and honor. Finally, elections 
are held among the remaining students, 
and the top contenders are appointed 
to honor positions. In the event of a 
resignation, the election process will be 
re-completed.
 Mr. Heubeck describes the new pro-
cess, as “open[ing] the door for more 
kids to get involved in honor.” A major 
part of the re-alignment is the separa-
tion between student government and 
honor, with the goal, “to create honor 
as its own separate entity [from student 
government]”. The reason for this change 
is largely due to the fact that the students 
who may be elected for student govern-
ment are not necessarily the same as 
those with the qualifications for honor. 
 The redesign was led by Ms. McK-

 With 2013 now a thing of 
the past, political junkies 
such as myself eagerly 
anticipate the next elec-
tion cycle, particularly the 
upcoming presidential 

primaries. With neither party boasting 
an incumbent, Americans will get to 
witness two primaries this time around. 
In the hopes of informing and preparing 
our readers for the inevitable storm of TV, 
radio, and print media surrounding the 
primaries, the Gilman News will predict 
the likely Republican primary candidates 
and analyze their strengths and weak-
nesses.
 First, we have New Jersey Governor 
Chris Christie. Rising to fame on his 
straight talk and hard-line stance against 
public sector unions, Christie was a rising 
star in the Republican Party and viewed 
by many as a possible candidate and run-
ning mate last year. However, the recent 
bridge scandal has transformed Christie’s 
image from a blunt speaker of truths into 
a bully, though recent revelations have 
called into question his precise involve-
ment. Even before this incident, many 
saw him as too boorish to represent all of 
America. Christie will most likely run in 
the upcoming primary, though his status 
as a favorite is not nearly as strong as 
before.
 Though considerably less prominent 
than in 2012, Marco Rubio (FL) and 
Paul Ryan (WI) are also likely to run in 
the upcoming primary election. Rubio, 
though his name was touted by many as 
both a potential primary candidate and 
running mate during the 2012 cycle, had 

a promising rise come to a screeching 
halt after his support for amnesty and 
subsequent praise from Democrats, lib-
eral commentators, and Time Magazine. 
Paul Ryan, of Wisconsin’s 1st District, 
first drew the public eye as the chairman 
of the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee, strongly supporting and defending 
free markets. Avoiding the spotlight in 
subsequent House battles and voting with 
Democrats on several budget decisions, 
Ryan’s reputation was left somewhat tar-
nished in the eyes of Republicans. Despite 
their current status, both Ryan and Rubio 
have strong records and credentials on 
which to run, Ryan in particular.
 Two Tea Party prospects are Rand Paul 
(KY) and Ted Cruz (TX). Son of Libertar-
ian hero Ron Paul, Rand has managed to 
become less of a cult candidate than his 
father. Senator Ted Cruz has also gained 
considerable popularity over the last year. 
While he initially gained the spotlight 
with his strong defense of 2nd Amend-
ment rights and anti-gun stance, Cruz 
truly gained national attention with his 
defiant filibuster, hoping to defund the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (PPACA), ultimately leading to the 
government shutdown in October of 2013. 
The issues with the PPACA rollout have 
caused many to sympathize with Cruz’s 
position. Should more issues surface, Sen. 
Cruz may find himself in a strong position 
for the upcoming primary.
 The upcoming Republican primary 
looks to be one of the most chaotic 
and competitive yet, with a substantial 
number of viable candidates likely to 
throw their hats into the ring.

Op Ed: Republican Presidential Rundown
by dale waTers

eachie, Mr. Dinoso, Mr. Heubeck, and Ms. 
Turner. Mr. Heubeck explained that after 
looking at models on the university level 
there was no connection between student 
government and honor. He explains, “[W]
hat we realized is that we need to create 
honor as something that is separate from 
everything else. Honor is not going to 
simply be a one-off.” 

by Tyler plack


