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Raiding Season Is Upon Us

Following the beginning of 
Raiding season, the curi-
osity about this enigmatic 
senior tradition always 
seems to grow if only for a 
little while. It’s no wonder, 

as the introduction to this ragtag group 
of seniors starts early, when the lower 
schoolers watch the ski-goggled and 
caped seniors storm through their rooms 
loudly and joyfully. Of course, as most 
people realize, the Raiders have garnered 

about the game.”
 Certainly, the students seem to think 
that the Raiders play an important role in 
Gilman life, but Raiding should remain 
open to improvements. Tommy Diehl 
(’16) joked that, “They could give out 
Taco Bell,” although the idea of giving out 
food - specifically candy - to raise Gilman 
spirit is nothing new. Additionally, the 
argument that the Raiders can at times 
act too wild and disruptive is absolutely 
valid.  Mr. Tim Lauer, in his first year at 
Gilman, had a very disruptive experi-

by Gus Meny 

Teacher Coach Model: Not So Much
by ben Gantt

The Gilman Lunch Line: An Absolute Fiasco

Every Gilman athlete is 
aware of the school’s pride 
in its teacher-coach model; 
Gilman praises this duality 
in its faculty, as it manifests 
the school’s emphasis on 

the intersection of mind and body. But 
how valid is this model in practice on the 
varsity level today? Is it simply an exag-
gerated notion propagated by the school? 
According to the statistics, the model’s 
effectiveness varies from team to team.
On Gilman’s website is an entire section 
dedicated to the teacher-coach, where it 
is written, “There are many experiences 
where boys are learning algebraic equa-
tions or Shakespeare in the morning and 
zone blitzes or how to throw and catch 
balls in the afternoon from the same 
person.” This passage serves as a strong 
visualization of the bond that is formed 
between teachers and students across the 
school’s disciplines. Yet the facts suggest 
that the idea of the teacher-coach may be 
blown out of proportion at Gilman.
 Gilman dedicates a separate web 
page to each sports team. Accounting 
for teachers who coach multiple varsity 
sports, there are 61 varsity coaches 
employed by Gilman, thirty of whom - 
about 50 percent of all varsity coaches 
who serve in a head or assistant capac-
ity - are not teachers on any level at the 
school. Only 21 of the 61 varsity coaches 
work in the upper school, so on a literal 
basis, only 34 percent of varsity coaches 
can share that teacher-coach relation-
ship. Granted, 7 teachers serve as coaches 
in multiple varsity sports. And this is not 
to say that the thirty not employed as 
teachers share no connection with the 
school beyond sports, as many are alumni 
who are involved in the community in 
different ways.
 On an individual basis, certain teams 
stray from the teacher-coach model 
more than others. For example, only 1 
of the 3 varsity volleyball coaches is a 

teacher at the school. None of the ice 
hockey team’s 4 coaches teach at the 
school. Yet, the team that employs the 
most non-faculty coaches is football; of 
the squad’s 19 coaches, only 6 currently 
serve as teachers at Gilman, with 5 teach-
ing in the upper school. The indoor track 
team is perhaps the best at upholding the 
teacher-coach model, as six of the ten 
coaches serve as teachers.
 The football team’s startling statistics 
are to be expected, given that the sport 
requires multiple coaches to teach dif-
ferent skills. But is the teacher-coach 
role undermined because the sheer size 
of the football staff? Thirty percent of 
all coaches employed across the sixteen 
varsity sports at Gilman are involved with 
football.
 During the Alexander Sotir Stadium 
Dedication, Coach Sotir chose to focus 
his speech on this relationship, going so 
far as to call it “the strength and the true 
benefit of the Gilman education.” Former 
Governor Robert Ehrlich added in his 
remarks during the Dedication, “Today’s 
nationally recognized program stands 
on your shoulders, Coach.” But, given 
the numbers, is it possible that Gilman’s 
education has taken on a slightly different 
complexion since Coach Sotir’s tenure? 
Can the varsity football team say with 
confidence that it does indeed stand on 
Mr. Sotir’s shoulders when the majority 
of its coaches are not teachers here?
 According to Jelani Roberts (’15), a 
member of the football team and this 
year’s Athletic Association Vice-Presi-
dent, the teacher-coach model is still alive 
and well: “I think the model is extremely 
valuable. For example, I have had Mr. 
Gouline as both my math teacher and 
my football and track coach, so we have 
developed a strong relationship.” When 
asked whether it was significant that the 
Head Football Coach is not employed 
by the school, he added, “I don’t think 
it hurts at all that Coach Poggi isn’t a 
teacher, because he is still very concerned 
with how we perform in the classroom.”

Have you ever had an 
unpleasant experience in 
the Gilman lunch line? Of 
course you have. We all 
have. Nothing perturbs me 
more than the daily routine 

of dismissal from assembly, the footrace 
to lunch across Harris Terrace, and the 
pushing, screaming, and shoving that 
ensue in the lunch line before students 
are allowed into the servery. It baffles me 
that such bright students from such a fine 
school like Gilman so regularly thrust 
their way through the lunch line.
 The violent nature of lunch at Gilman 
is something that has bothered me since 

the renovation of the dining area was 
completed in 2008, my sixth grade year. 
Quite frankly, it is disappointing that 
a group of students, many of whom I 
know are truly great people, behave in 
such a savage manner while waiting to 
be served. I should not have to endure a 
warlike lunch line just to be served food.
My feelings about the Gilman lunch line 
were rekindled in early November during 
the Chipotle lunch fiasco, following the 
Sotir Stadium dedication. Everyone was 
excited to enjoy a unanimous favorite, 
Chipotle burritos, so the pushing, boxing-
out, and immaturity were at all-time 
highs. The wiser students among us 

by spencer Morris 

Continued on page 4

waited until the line died down before 
attempting to get food, a strategy which 
I use daily in an effort to avoid being 
mauled when Mr. Lauer lifts the infamous 
hand barrier between the line and the 
open door to the servery.
 Interestingly, these lunch line mas-
sacres occur not only on days with the 
best lunches – Chipotle and tenders 
included – but on a daily basis. If Flik 
were serving filet mignon and lobster 
with a side of gold bars for lunch every 
day, the obnoxious behavior would be 
somewhat understandable. There are 
plenty of days, however, when students 
body their way through the line even 

when, to put it nicely, the menu generates 
little enthusiasm.
 Recently, the craze in the lunch room 
has been the newly added pasta bars, 
providing yet another danger zone for jos-
tling in line. Within seconds of students 
arriving at the Lumen Center, all three 
pasta bars are swarmed by hungry mobs 
of freshmen, sophomores, and juniors, 
with seniors making their way into each 
of the three lines. After lunch, when most 
of the students have exited the dining 
area and the rubble has settled, the pasta 
bars and their surrounding areas are lit-
tered with noodles, sauces, breadsticks, 

Photo by Zach Pollack
ence, as he explained that, “The Raiders 
came in, knocked over desks, and totally 
erased all of my notes, and then they left.” 
Because of this, Mr. Lauer keeps his door 
closed whenever the Raiders are around. 
He also noted the distraction that comes 
with the Raiders, as students continue 
to talk about them even after they leave. 
Still, when I asked if the Raiders could be 
improved, Mr. Lauer explained that he 
would be open to the Raiders following a 
few reforms. He stated, “I think if I had a 
better understanding of what the goal of 
the Raiders was, I would be a little more 
apt to participate, and I think maybe if 
it’s done in a way that doesn’t take time 
from my students, that could be kind of 
an improvement.”
 Overall, it seems that, despite the 
downsides of this tradition, the Raiders 
are a valued and cherished part of the 
Gilman experience, but their disruptive 
reality is certainly true. Perhaps a new 
twist on this old classic is overdue to 
make it more appealing and acceptable 
to the entirety of the school.

a bad reputation for being a little too ram-
bunctious; yelling and banging on desks 
is perceived as a little aggressive.
 Logically, Raiders like Luke Franklin 
(’15) see the good more than the bad. Luke 
stated that, “When I raided, I could see 
the excitement in the lower schoolers’ 
eyes. They love the Raiders. They were 
happy, smiling, screaming, and wound 
up. The middle schoolers were also happy. 
They just want to be like you and are all 
pumped up for the game.” When asked 
about potential improvements, Luke 
added, “Instead of screaming and yelling, 
we could have more organized cheers, 
getting people pumped for the game while 
also telling people about the game we’re 
raiding for.”
 Claiborne Crozier (’16) stated that, 
“In the school, there’s sometimes a lack 
of spirit, but with the Raiders, [they] 
get it flowing.” Teddy Obrecht (’16) also 
recalled, “There was a Calvert Hall game 
I didn’t know about two weeks ago, but I 
was pleasantly surprised when the Raid-
ers entered my classroom and told me 
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On the morning of the Gil-
man-McDonogh game, six 
sophomores were up bright 
and early serving Saturday 
detentions… their crime: 
skipping study hall on a 

Friday afternoon. For the six sophomores 
who received Saturday detentions, no 
meaningful lesson came from their pun-
ishment. When asked what he learned 
from his Saturday detention, Braeden 
Alevizatos (‘17)  responded, “I learned 
that if you are persistent enough, it is pos-
sible to sleep during detention.” Similarly, 
Trey Wagner (‘17) learned that, “When 
you get asked if you want to do manual 
labor instead of homework, the answer 
is no.”
 Dante, an Italian poet who lived during 
the High Middle Ages, talks about the 
concept of contraposso in his Divine 
Comedy. Contraposso encompasses 
the idea that men are not punished for 
their crimes but rather by their crimes. 
As Mr. Dan Christian explained, “What 
happens in contrapasso is that the people 
who are in ‘hell’ are essentially [living 
through] the consequences of what they 
did wrong.”  All punishments correlate 
directly to the crimes themselves. Mr. 
Christian explained,  “The envious have 
their eyes sewed with wire, and the pride-
ful have a rock placed on their back.” In 
a less literal sense, contraposso can be 
understood as the natural consequences 
that unfold from any particular action.
 In the case of skipping study hall, 
contraposso takes its course in the form 
of an extra hour of homework waiting 
for the boy when he gets home. This 

idea provokes an interesting question: 
Do enforced consequences, such as 
detentions, take away from a student’s 
ability to learn from the natural conse-
quences of his actions? Headmaster Mr. 
Henry Smyth believes, “There probably 
are cases when natural consequences 
have a more meaningful effect than any 
enforced consequences.”
 Interestingly enough, when asked 
whether or not they planned on skipping 
study hall again, there was a general 
consensus among them: No, they will 
not be skipping study hall any time 
soon; however, this is not because they 
learned anything from their detention. 
It is because they do not want to receive 
another Saturday detention, which they 
all believe was an “excessive punishment 
for such a minor offense that occurs all 
too often.”
 According to the Merriam-Webster 
online dictionary, discipline is defined as 
“control that is gained by requiring that 
rules or orders be obeyed and punishing 
bad behavior.” Mr. Smyth described a 
much more in depth definition of disci-
pline which included two contradictory 
systems: “One being a purely philosophi-
cal, contraposso-based form of discipline 
wherein we allow the consequences to 
play out as they may, and the other is to 
have a severely draconian code of, ‘If you 
do this or don’t do this, then this will be 
the consequence.’” Mr. Smyth identifies 
Gilman as somewhere in the middle. That 
being said, the decision to give those six 
sophomores a Saturday detention was 
leaning towards the draconian definition 
and fits more accurately to the Merriam-
Webster definition of discipline. Perhaps, 

Dante, Discipline, and Detentions: Are We Doing it Right?
by Jason Moscow this, the answer lies in what I like to call 

“enforced contraposso.” Mr. Christian 
explained this concept to me. One time 
twenty years ago, he suggested a form of 
enforced contraposso: “Two students got 
in a [fist] fight after assembly because one 
of the boys made a derogatory comment 
in public about the other boy’s girlfriend. 
The penalty for this was that they had 
to set up chairs before graduation. Well, 
there’s no relationship between setting 
up chairs and what they did wrong.” Mr. 
Christian, being the Dante-driven, con-
traposso-minded man that he is, made 
a suggestion that, “Those two boys go 
and spend the day at the House of Ruth, 
the home for battered women.” Both 
of them could learn from this because 
“the comment that the boy made was 
the kind of comment that turns women 
into objects.” On the other hand, the boy 
who came to his girlfriend’s defense with 
violence could learn something there too 
since “the women at the House of Ruth 
often would say that they were being 
hit because their husbands loved them 
so much;” thus, this teaches the second 
boy that responding with violence is 
never the answer. This suggestion was 
not accepted. Although this concept of 
enforced contraposso does not include 
allowing the natural consequences of an 
action to play out, it does create a direct 
correlation between the crime and the 
punishment. 
 At Gilman, discipline is simple and 
traditional, which, granted, does have its 
advantages; however, when six students 
receive Saturday detentions and cannot 
name one thing of value that they learned 
from their detentions, it leads me to 
believe that the purpose and execution 
of the Gilman discipline system needs to 
be reexamined.

this is why Liam Comen’s (‘17) reaction to 
the detention was, bluntly, “Gilman can 
sometimes seem like a prison.” 
 A disconnect between students and 
deans seems to occur when students 
perceive that their punishments are 
intended to be less of a learning experi-
ence and more of punishments for the 
sake of punishments.  The question then 
becomes how does Gilman implement a 
more meaningful discipline system, one 
that has less of a draconian emphasis and 
more of a Dante emphasis. When asked 
whether a contraposso based discipline 
system could ever be implemented at 
Gilman, Mr. Smyth responded optimisti-
cally, “sure”  but that he did not foresee 
any drastic changes occurring any time 
soon. 
 This raises a more complex question: 
how could this abstract philosophy be 
implemented as a form of discipline in 
our community at Gilman? Well, teach-
ers, deans, and administration would 
have to be willing to allow students to 
learn from the natural consequences 
that come from their minor infractions. 
For example, if a student is late to class, 
it is possible that his punishment will 
not come until the next test or quiz. It is 
important to remember that Gilman is 
a prep school that prepares students in 
every possible way for college and later 
life. When students go to college, they 
will not be receiving detentions for skip-
ping class. Their only punishment will 
be a missed opportunity to learn, which 
students might as well begin learning 
now in high school. 
 Mr. Smyth’s concern with contra-
posso was “one of timing.” Astutely, he 
explained that sometimes “students need 
to receive a consequence” faster than con-
traposso has time to  work its course. To 

Have you ever heard of 
Vineyard Vines clothing? 
Whether you answer yes or 
no probably has a lot to do 
with where you go to school, 
who you hang out with, and 

perhaps whether you are someone who 
finds comfort in following the pack and 
conforming to current trends. While high 
school students need to wear clothes in 
order to go to school, and while there is 
certainly nothing wrong with dressing 
well, swearing allegiance to a certain 
brand may be more than just an expres-
sion of your appreciation of that brand. 
 There is no required uniform at 
Gilman outside of the dress code, yet 
many Gilman students feel a need to wear 
the exact same brand as their peers. It 
may be swearing allegiance to the crowd 
and to the desire to fit in by the clothes 
you wear. Commonly worn at Gilman, 
Vineyard Vines is a preppy brand of cloth-
ing from Connecticut. In a quick survey 
of a sophomore study hall, 46% of the 
students were wearing at least one article 
of clothing made by Vineyard Vines. 

 Social norms may pressure students 
into buying Vineyard Vines clothing in 
an effort to be accepted by the masses. 
The social stigma associated with wearing 
this prestigious brand supposedly repre-
sents a student and his family’s wealth 
and preppiness. Remarkably, very few 
public school students have even heard 
of Vineyard Vines and even fewer have 
worn anything from the brand. Perhaps 
these students are oblivious to the brand 
because Vineyard Vines mainly carries 
more dress-up style clothing.  Public 
school students are not required to wear 
a tie and slacks like those at Gilman, 
making Vineyard Vines apparel too 
extravagant for a regular day in public 
school. If these students did choose to 
wear a tie and khaki pants from Vineyard 
Vines to school, they may very well be 
criticized for it due to the preppy - some-
times pretentious - implications of high-
end clothing. 
 So, the next time you go shopping for 
school clothes, take into consideration 
what your brand of choice represents. 
What does wearing a particular brand 
convey about your actual individuality? 

Vineyard Vines
by ian chalk

 2   Opinion  



December 11, 2014      Gilman School      www.GilmanNews.com   Volume CXIV No. 4

Ebola Sensationalism
by will rende

Less than a couple of 
months ago, national media 
put the general public into a 
frenzy, spreading the news 
like wildfire that an Ebola 

epidemic was among us in the United 
States. For weeks, millions of Americans 
had this discomforting stress plaguing 
their thoughts on a daily basis. But where 
has this once threatening virus gone? 
Suddenly, the bold ink print that stained 
these words on nearly every newspaper 
in America can no longer be seen, and in 
its place are new fear provoking words 
of other global issues. While Ebola was 
and still is ravaging much of West Africa, 
the U.S. was infected with a different 
disease: the irrational fear that Ebola 
brings about.
 Media, an industry that thrives on the 
fear and paranoia of the average con-
sumer, often over dramatizes topics, such 
as Ebola, to make us believe something 
that is not entirely true. When the news 
of the virus migrating to America first 
appeared, news organizations immedi-
ately blew the issue out of proportion, 
generating buzz all across the U.S. and 
satisfying corporate sponsors. At the 
time, you couldn’t walk through Carey 
Hall without overhearing the word, 
“Ebola” from a distant conversation. All 
of a sudden, Ebola was a household name, 
appearing in rap songs, viral YouTube 
videos, and Google search bars. Nine year 
olds went to school with anxiety from the 
headline they glanced at on CNN accom-
panied by the iconic Ebola picture; how-
ever, today, only a few months later, the 
U.S. is free of Ebola both in the hospitals 
and in the news, and many of us wonder 
whether the issue was worthy of all the 
hype that came with it. All of this exag-
geration and paranoia begs the question, 
why did the news become so, for a lack of 
a better term, scary?
 The most obvious reason for the 
increase in sensationalism and pessi-

mism in the news is that frankly, viewers, 
readers, and listeners don’t care about 
the positive news anymore. In a world 
as complex as today’s media, consumers 
are basically apathetic to any “good” news 
that rarely appears in today’s newspa-
pers. This condition we all have is pre-
sumed to be a result of our ancient human 
instincts to survive, according to Psychol-
ogy Today. Although we often believe that 
we only check the news to catch up on 
current events, without knowing it, we 
also instinctively pick up any information 
on what to avoid or be afraid of. At the 
same time, news organizations, who have 
the obligation to produce and promote 
change in the world, aren’t in any way 
helping the problem by turning it into a 
headline larger than the issue itself.
 Another factor that drives the sen-
sational habits of everyday news is 
the ownership of big name corporate 
organizations. According to Business 
Insider, 90% of the news is controlled 
by only six corporations, which generate 
several billions of dollars yearly from 
public viewership. It is no wonder that 
they use sensational headlines to grab 
our attention. The lower the ratings, the 
lower the revenue, which turns a typical 
news story into a competition of who can 
generate the most buzz. If we ever hope to 
fix the current situation, taking corporate 
ownership out of the equation must be the 
primary goal. 
 Of course, it’s still possible for Ebola to 
return to the U.S. and cause yet another 
round of sensational media hype. It’s 
important, however, to remember that 
the negativity surrounding the media 
today is not usually an accurate repre-
sentation of the story itself, but rather 
an exaggerated interpretation influenced 
by corporate ownership and designed to 
stimulate fear in everyday consumers. 
As it becomes more evident how we can 
be brainwashed into believing the over 
hyped media headlines printed everyday, 
it’s essential that we take everything we 
read and hear with precautions.

Sensitivity Training
by tyler plack

Freshman Electives: College Impact?

At the beginning of their 
high school careers, the 
freshmen are given the 
choice of taking different 
Arts classes, two languages, 
Robotics, or American Gov-

ernment. This choice can be difficult for 
rising freshmen, because they may think 
that they need to take a hard class to get 
into a good college, but this decision does 
not need to be difficult.
 When choosing whether to take 
Spanish and Chinese or to take Spanish 
and Drawing & Painting, students base 
their decision on a multitude of things. 
They may choose what to take because 
they think it will help with getting into 
a good college, or because they think it 
might be easy, or a fun class, or maybe 
even because they would have a class 
with girls. Although these all may seem 
like good reasons, the best decision is to 
take a class that the student will enjoy. 
According to Mr. Carl Ahlgren, the Direc-
tor of College Counseling, “If a student 
likes something and they are good at it it 
makes for a better application.”
 Taking a class that a student will enjoy 
is “the smart choice” according to Mr. 
Ahlgren, because when a student takes 
a class and gets very involved in it, while 
at the same time still enjoying the class, 
it will look better on college applica-
tions than those students who took an 
easy class just to get a good grade. Jack 
Bowmaster (’18) decided to take Russian 
because he “thought it would be a cool 
idea to work at the U.N.” Since he made 
this decision, he has since changed his 
opinion on what he wants to do. Although 
he still likes the class, he continues to take 
it because he thinks it will help him get 
into college. This common misconcep-
tion may influence the decision of rising 
freshmen every year. 

by conrad cleMens

 Colleges do not care what your sixth 
class is, according to Mr. Ahlgren. He 
thinks that it is “awkward” when a stu-
dent asks, “is there a better class to take”, 
because “they need to be aware that all 
the colleges want to see are the five major 
disciplines.” When he says five major 
disciplines he is talking Math, English, 
Science, Language, and History courses. 
The sixth class should just be a class that 
is enjoyable. 
 Choosing a class in your freshman 
year also ends up leading to what you 
take in your sophomore year. If you pick 
any art class besides Drawing & Paint-
ing, or American Government, you will 
be put into Art and Music History for 
your Sophomore year. Some may like Art 
and Music History who are put into it, 
but some would rather take a class they 
enjoy. According to Charlie Halpert (‘19), 
he would rather have taken a double lan-
guage so that he would not have to take 
Art and Music History, because he thinks 
that, “at times Art and Music History can 
be draining, so it may have been a better 
idea to double language.”
 Students who take a double language 
at Gilman or take Painting & Drawing 2 
may be put into Humanities, which is a 
combination of English and history for 
the 10th graders. Nathan Shaw (’17) said 
that he really enjoys the setup of humani-
ties because, “it is a lot of fun because Mr. 
Spragins is a fun kind of guy. Last year I 
had to take World Cultures and English, 
but this year its like all my writing is con-
centrated into one class, which is nice.”
 Although there are advantages and 
disadvantages to each class, in the end 
when applying to college, the main thing 
that matters is the grades. According 
to Mr. Ahlgren, “If you don’t fit the aca-
demic profile, the college won’t care how 
invested you are in a specific class.”

Recently, I sharply and 
bluntly commented about 
a member of the Upper 
School faculty, provoking 
criticism from others. After 

this comment, I was told that I should 
attend sensitivity training. This recom-
mendation, however, did not extend 

solely to me. In fact, there was a serious 
recommendation that the entire school 
attend a sensitivity training class. Do 
Gilman boys really need to attend sensi-
tivity training? Would Gilman be a better 
environment if some sort of sensitivity 
education were implemented? Where do 
we draw the line between boys’ verbal 
horseplay and abuse?
 Dr. John Mojzisek, school counselor, 
offers an interesting opinion on empathy 
and sensitivity, in particular, at Gilman. 
He explains, “I think everyone could 
benefit from being more sensitive.” On 
the other hand, the mode in which this 
would be accomplished is uncertain. He 
continues, “I think sending everybody 
to a class… I don’t know if that would 

accomplish anything, or if bringing a 
speaker in would accomplish anything.”
 Dr. Mojzisek also offered a notewor-
thy opinion on bullying at Gilman. He 
commented, “When they [students] hurt 
[others], it’s because they’ve gone too 
far, and I don’t think that they realize 
that they’ve gone too far.” He makes a 
significant distinction: students do not 

intentionally hurt one another, but the 
result of jokes can be offensive.
 Johnny Worthington (‘15) mentioned, 
“no one will take it seriously, especially 
in a setting where the training is a forced 
form of punishment.” In other words, 
discussing sensitivity training is easy, but 
fostering a serious dialogue is far more 
difficult.
 Gilman could clearly benefit in some 
way from sensitivity training. As a com-
munity, it is important to understand our 
own prejudices and to be more consider-
ate of others. Unfortunately, the manner 
in which this type of character education 
could be implemented remains unknown. 
Sadly, turning the issue of empathy into 
a joke appears far too likely.

”“In other words, discussing sensitivity 
training is easy, but fostering a serious 
dialogue is far more difficult. -Tyler Plack
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The feeling that a student 
experiences when he turns 
in an essay or test is often 
one of relief. The student 
has studied or worked hard 
on the assignment, and it is 

only natural to want to know the grade 
as soon as possible.  However, from 
many students’ perspectives, there is an 
all too familiar feeling of having to wait 
what seems like an eternity for the grade 
on the assignment. Often, the student 
is left for weeks on end while feeling 
anxious about how he performed on the 
assignment. Sophomore Taylor Cashman 
explains of a time when a teacher made 
him, “turn in an essay on September 
15, and that essay was not given back 
until October 20.” Both teachers and 
students alike should agree that this is 
a bit extreme. Junior Charlie Orlinsky 
agrees that there is an issue explaining, 
“Yes, there is a problem: students are held 
to a deadline, while teachers have noth-
ing like that.” The student completes his 
assignment and has to wait for a grade 
at the mercy of an overworked teacher. 
While all students should recognize that 
teachers have lives outside of grading our 
assignments, and a reasonable amount of 
time between the handing in and handing 
back of an assignment is expected, one 
month should be unacceptable. Perhaps, 
part of the problem is that no specific 
guidelines exist for teachers to follow 
when it comes to grading. As Mr. Sport 
explains, “It is sort of a vague rule [from 
the administration], you know, give them 
back in a reasonable amount of time.” 
Mr. Heubeck confirmed that there is no 
specific instruction from him saying, “the 
expectation is that teachers return papers 

in a timely manner.” Mr. Sport and Mr. 
Heubeck both agree that the majority of 
teachers do their best to return papers in 
a reasonable time limit. 
 Along with a sense of anxiety, a more 
tangible and practical issue emerges from 
the students perspective when a test or 
quiz is not graded and returned promptly: 
many of these tests and quizzes are used 
by students to prepare for upcoming 
assignments. Sophomore Charlie Halp-
ert explains, “Teachers often emphasize 
studying many days before tests or quiz-
zes, but when we don’t have all of our 
work returned quickly, it can often limit 
the amount of studying we can do before 
we have to cram.” Many teachers explain 
to their students that they do use material 
from previous tests or even exams. These 
are made useless if they are still in the 
possession of the teacher.
 A third frustration that is apparent 
among many students is the simple fact 
that we have deadlines and due dates, 
while the teachers do not. As Gilman 
students, we work hard to meet these 
due dates and not incur penalties, while 
teachers have no such pressure. Per-
haps, a more specific rule that involves 
the teacher getting the number of days 
that they gave the student to complete 
the assignment, plus two days, would be 
acceptable.
 All of this is not to say that students do 
not appreciate all the effort and sacrifice 
that teachers at Gilman give each day. 
That being said, there are frustrations 
that students have about faculty, just as 
faculty members have about students, 
and the sometimes lagging grading pace 
is one of them.

Teacher Grading: Not So Timely
by alex bauMan

Upperclassman Older Brother: 
Pros and Cons

by clayton hebert 

“Oh god, another Hebert.” 
I can’t count the number 
of times I’ve heard this 
sarcastic comment while 
walking into a classroom 

on the first day of school. After follow-
ing in the footsteps of my older brother 
throughout the lower, middle, and upper 
schools at both Calvert and Gilman, I 
have come to realize that there are many 
advantages, as well as a whole slew of 
disadvantages, to my situation.
 There are some clear benefits to being 
the younger Hebert brother. One is car-
pooling to and from school each day, 
making it easier for my mother to get 
us Hebert kids to our various activities. 
Being familiar with some of Thomas’s 
friends is another advantage of having 
an upperclassmen brother. However, 
the thing I am most grateful for is the 
advice my older brother has given me. 
As an incoming freshman last year, I 
profited greatly from his advice; it was 
crucial in helping me transition to a new 
environment. Academically, he told me 
what classes I should take, and who the 
best teachers were. Thomas also helped 
prepare me for my first round of high 
school tryouts on the soccer field. Most 
importantly, he taught me how to con-
duct myself around campus, explaining 
to me the importance of standing out 
in the right ways and not “living in the 
shadows.”

 Nevertheless, there are many draw-
backs to being the younger sibling. One 
obvious disadvantage is automatically 
being compared to my older brother, 
whether it is fair or not. The bar Thomas 
has set for me isn’t impossible to over-
come, but nonetheless, not all younger 
siblings share my scenario. If, sup-
pose, their older brothers are Division-I 
recruits or bring home Cum Laude-level 
grades, many younger brothers spend 
their high school years in the shadows 
of their siblings’ impressive accomplish-
ments. Furthermore, it can be difficult 
to break out of these shadows because 
teachers tend to have expectations for 
my performance based on Thomas’s 
performance. Teachers may develop a 
stereotype for how, in my case, a Hebert 
should act. The biggest disadvantage for 
me personally is constantly being under 
the watchful eye of my older brother. 
Whenever my actions disagree with his 
standards of what is right, he lets me 
know, most often in a harsh manner. 
Consequently, my first thought whenever 
I do anything at school is, “What would 
Thomas think of this?”
 When he graduates this spring, it will 
definitely be a bitter-sweet experience 
for me. I will finally be the only Hebert 
at Gilman and have the opportunity to 
mature as an individual. I still question, 
however, whether Thomas graduating 
will be better or worse for me, as I have 
both benefited from and been hindered 
by his presence.

Lunch Line Fiasco (Continued)
and parmesan cheese that never made 
it onto plates. Perhaps it is a bit difficult 
for a student like Luke Wulff (‘17) to serve 
himself with dozens of rowdy – and much 
larger – boys converging on the pasta bar 
from all directions, snatching plates and 
breadsticks over his head and elbowing 
dishes full of pasta right onto the floor.
The aggressive nature of the lunch line at 

Gilman is downright shameful. We, the 
students, cannot allow the pushing, shov-
ing, and line-cutting to persist. What does 
this say about us as a collective student 
body? Lack of discipline and manners? 
No respect for others? As young men, are 
we not ready to handle so simple a task as 
standing in line calmly? Think about it, 
Gilman. Let’s behave ourselves at lunch.

Underclassmen Library Access 
by brian nelson

E d w a r d  R .  Fe n i mor e 
Memorial Librar y, the 
upper school library at 
Gilman, remains one of 
the few places on campus 
where students are still 

guaranteed peace and quiet to accom-
plish work. This quality of the library 
continues to be one of the most valuable 
in a day and age when finding a little quiet 
time is becoming ever more challenging. 
 From 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. Monday 
through Thursday and  7:30 A.M. to 4:00 
P.M on Friday, the library is open to all 
members of the Gilman community. 
Upperclassmen are free to be anywhere 
on the campus during free periods, and 
many choose to study in the library. 
Underclassmen do not have the same 
liberty as upperclassmen, since they are 
required to be in study hall during their 
“free” periods . 
 If an underclassman wishes to be 
somewhere other than study hall during 
a free period, he needs a note from a 
teacher to give to the proctor of study 
hall to excuse him from study hall. If a 
student feels that he cannot concentrate 
in study hall he must attain a note to be 
somewhere else.
 The Director of Libraries, Ms. Fuller 
commented, “When 9th and 10th graders 
come to the library they need a note from 
a teacher or their advisor and then they 
just sign in so the deans know that they 

are here [in the library].” 
 When asked about his understanding 
of how access to the library is gained 
for underclassmen, Charlie Mather (’17) 
remarked,  “I’ve been told by multiple 
teachers that you need a specific pass 
from a specific teacher about a specific 
assignment to go to the library or else the 
librarians turn you away.” As a sugges-
tion to change the current system in the 
Upper School, Mather noted, “They could 
change it to what they have down there [in 
the middle school], which is that you just 
need a pass from a teacher, which is much 
more efficient.” One must ask how this 
is any different from how the librarian, 
Ms. Fuller, explained access is obtained. 
Clearly, somewhere along the lines the is a 
lack of communication between students 
and faculty on library access. 
 Mather said that the main reason he 
needs to study in the library instead of 
in study hall stems from spotty Wi-Fi 
in Centennial Hall. So if Wi-Fi access is 
improved, it begs the question whether 
9th and 10th graders would even need to 
study in the library instead of study hall. 
In closing, Charlie Mather (‘17), remarked 
“It’s [the policy] keeping students out 
of the library, which I think is not the 
librarian’s goal.” So in the end, the real 
problem is that the bureaucracy and lack 
of communication between teachers and 
students is keeping students from simply 
getting some homework done in a peace-
ful environment. 

 4   Opinion  

Freshmen Jack Mills signs into the Library during a fifth period.
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Where We Get Our News
The News conducted a school-wide survey asking the student body and faculty of the Upper School various questions about the Gilman 

News, and the other methods by which they obtain their news.  The survey was emailed to the faculty and student body, and we recieved 
a total of 249 responses.  Below are graphs of the results from select questions.

Age of Respondents Primary Sources of News

Categories That Should Be Covered More 
Frequently in The Gilman News

How Many People Read The Gilman 
News?

Most Frequently Accessed Medium of News

Placement of Respondents on Political Spectrum

Most Important Categories on News
Closeness With Which People Read The Gilman News
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 Through the first ten games of the 
2014-2015 season, James averaged 25.9 
points, 6.8 assists, and 6.6 rebounds 
per game. This stat-line is slightly lower 
than his eleven-year career average of 
27.5 points, 6.9 rebounds, and 7.2 assists 
per game. This drop-off is likely due to 
LeBron’s change of scenery, restarting 
his career in Cleveland after a four-year 
hiatus in Miami. In the previous two sea-
sons, all-star guard Kyrie Irving has been 
the team’s offensive workhorse, leading 
the team in points, assists, 3-pointers 
made, and minutes played. Irving is still 
demonstrating he can dominate on his 
own offensively, scoring 34 points in a 
loss to the Utah Jazz in early November.
 In summary, the Cavaliers have not 
been able to operate as expected. Perhaps 
this is because they have three superstars 
who can certainly lead teams individu-
ally but have not adjusted to sharing the 
stardom. Expect Cleveland to regroup 
in the coming games, dominating in the 
meat of their schedule this winter. As far 
as Lebron goes, do not expect an immi-
nent rise in his stats, but do anticipate a 
gradual increase in the Cavs’ productivity, 
as the team comes together in the follow-
ing months.  

    Through LeBron James’s first ten 
games with his familiar hometown 
Cleveland Cavaliers, the return of the 
King was nothing less than turbulent. 
Even with the help of all-star teammates 
Kyrie Irving and Kevin Love, success for 
LeBron was hard to come by. The Cavs 
stumbled out of the gate, as the team’s 
overall record after the first three weeks 
of the NBA season was an underwhelm-
ing 5-5, putting Cleveland among the 
likes of the struggling Boston Celtics, 
Denver Nuggets, and the Detroit Pistons.
 Despite the slow start, Cleveland fans 
were on their feet when St. Vincent-
St. Mary product Lebron James was 
reintroduced at Quicken Loans Arena 
against the New York Knicks. In his home 
opener, James had a respectable seven-
teen points but also finished with eight 
turnovers. New Cavs Head Coach David 
Blatt told reporters, “Well, first of all, that 
was an emotional night for him without 
question. He wanted badly to win the 
game and help the team play well. His 
effort was there. His efficiency was not 
what it normally is.” His efficiency that 
night was certainly not what the NBA 
world expected, but as the season has 
progressed, James has been putting up 
much better statistics, including a near 
triple-double against the New Orleans 
Pelicans on November 10th.

by Michael Johnson and hudson carroll

LeBron Forgiven But 
Early Season Problems Arise

AFC North Battle Intensifies
by eric Gibson

This year, the AFC North 
is stronger as a whole divi-
sion than it has been in 
past years. All four teams 
have winning records, the 
division is the best in terms 

of win percentage in the NFL, and it will 
be a very close playoff race in December.
 The Cleveland Browns (7-6) are a 
surprising contender this year as they 
went six consecutive years with eleven 
or more losses before this year’s cam-
paign. Tashaun Gipson, defensive back, 
leads the league in interceptions (6). This 
season, Cleveland has impressive wins 
over Pittsburgh and Cincinnati but a 
heart-breaking loss at home vs. Baltimore 
in Week 3. Cleveland has many more 
chances to play their division opponents 
to try to take the lead in the AFC North 
with another game against every other 
team. After Week 10, the Browns were in 
1st place in the AFC North, but one loss 
later at the end of Week 11, they were in 
last in the division.
 The Pittsburgh Steelers (8-5) are cur-
rently tied with the Ravens in Browns in 
the AFC North, and are also a great threat 
if they play their best. Ben Roethlis-
berger, 4th in the league in passing yards 
(3705), threw six touchdowns in back 
to back games against the Indianapolis 
Colts (9-4) and Ravens. The Steelers, 
however, looked disappointing in upset 
losses to the struggling Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers (2-11) and the horrific New York 
Jets (2-11). The Steelers, however, pos-
sess one of the NFL’s elite wide receivers 
in Antonio Brown, leading the league 
in receiving yards (1258). Le’Veon Bell, 
running back, is another great leader for 
the Pittsburgh offense and is second in 
the league in rushing yards (1046). If the 
Steelers play to their true potential, they 
have a very good shot at a playoff push.
 The Cincinnati Bengals (8-4-1) cur-
rently lead the AFC North. The Bengals 
have powerful weapons with Andy Dalton 
and A.J. Green continuing to emerge as a 
dangerous quarterback/receiver tandem 
as well as outstanding performance from 
defensive tackle Devon Still. The Ben-
gals have already dominated the Ravens 

this year, beating them twice, but were 
blown out by the Patriots (10-3), Colts, 
and Browns. If the Bengals keep playing 
strongly, they have as good of a chance as 
any team to win the AFC North.
 And of course, we cannot forget about 
the hometown Baltimore Ravens (8-5) 
who are still in the thick of the playoff 
race. The Ravens panicked at the begin-
ning of the season when they terminated 
Ray Rice’s contract due to domestic 
violence. Fortunately, newcomers have 
stepped up and filled big holes. Every-
body thought that Bernard Pierce would 
be the new starter as running back, but 
new addition Justin Forsett has been a 
pleasant surprise, filling in after Pierce 
suffered injuries. Now, Forsett is second 
in the league in yards per carry (6.3) and 
is fourth in the league in total rushing 
yards (1030). The Ravens are demon-
strating that their first pick in the 2014 
NFL Draft, linebacker C.J. Mosley, was 
a great move. As of Week 11, Mosley is a 
current frontrunner for Defensive Rookie 
of the Year and 6th place in the NFL in 
tackles (113). Elvis Dumervil, outside 
linebacker, is 2nd in the league in sacks 
(16.0). In addition, Joe Flacco ranks in 
the NFL 12th in passing yards (3250), 
despite a few “off-games,” to put it nicely. 
The Ravens have blown out several teams 
such as the Panthers (4-8-1), Buccaneers, 
Steelers, and Falcons (5-8). After Week 
7, Baltimore had a strong lead in the 
division, but then with two consecutive 
losses, combined with two wins for the 
other three teams in the division, they 
dropped to dead last in the division by 
week 9. Since the Ravens have the weak-
est remaining schedule of any team in the 
AFC North, it is very possible that they 
win the division.
 Regardless of which team prevails, 
the AFC North may be writing a new 
chapter in the history books. Since the 
reorganization of the divisions in 2002, 
no division has had all 4 teams with 
winning records. It is still, therefore, 
anyone’s race. The competitive nature of 
this year’s AFC North race demonstrates 
that, despite what the “experts” predict, 
any team can win on any given Sunday.

Gilman Startup Eperience
by tyler plack

On December 4th and 5th, 
about forty Gilman entre-
preneurs completed the 
Startup Experience, which 
is a two-day event with 
the goal of giving Gilman 

students an idea of what it is like to brain-
storm and pitch their products. Eight 
teams of about five students collaborated 
over the two days and pitched their 
ideas after crafting a business plan and 
deciding on a minimum viable product. 
The teams then proposed their ideas to 
judges, all of whom were Gilman gradu-
ates. The judges evaluated the pitches 
for viability and cost, similar to the show 
“Shark Tank”.
 Serial entrepreneur, Henrik Scheel, 
comes to Gilman from his company the 
Startup Experience. According to the 
Startup Experience website, the pro-
gram, “offers intensive transformational 
workshops designed to inspire the next 
generation of young entrepreneurs.” 
Scheel returned to Gilman this year for 
the second annual event.
 Mr. Matt Baum (‘93), history teacher, 
remarked, “I watched a lot of the presen-
tations at the end, and I thought they were 

really good. It seemed like the students 
worked really hard and got a lot out of it.” 
He continued, “I talked to the students 
afterwards, and they said they had a 
really positive experience.” 
 Aneesh Sood (‘17) detailed, “Basically 
we had three sections. We had health, 
society, and we had education. We had to 
pick which of the groups we were inter-
ested in, and then we had to identify our-
selves as an artist, hacker, or hustler.” The 
artist was in charge of the design aspect 
of the product, while the hacker focused 
on the code and technology. The hustler’s 
main duty was to ensure the sales and 
overall collaboration of the team.
 “I thought the startup experience was 
worth missing two days of school for and 
that it was a good experience,” said Colton 
Keetley (‘17), “The best part about the 
startup experience was probably when we 
pitched our ideas to real venture capital-
ists.” 
 The experience was an overwhelming 
success, and it was well received by the 
students. There are plans to continue the 
Startup Experience next year. 

Mid-Term Exam Schedule

Tuesday January 20

Wednesday, January 21

Thursday, January 22

Friday, January 23

8:00  English 11-12

11:15  French

2:15  English 9-10

8:00  Science 11-12

11:15  Spanish

2:15  Science 9-10

8:00  Math 11-12

11:15  Latin & Greek

2:15  Math 9-10

8:00  History 12
  US History

11:15  Euro Civ
  World Cultures

2:15  American Gov
  Music & Art Hist.
  Robotics

Grading day is Monday, January 26.  

Photo by Gilman Communications

School is off Monday January 19 
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
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C I C T V G A C R I N H O S E Z C T L M

C J S E O A P T G A E K A O B X U R U P

E P M T Z V S S V N W A U U I T B R W W

C Y A N U A X K R B Y X I M J F B M U T

G H A N A H K K M K E U Y Q Q H J H K Z

K W A L C A U J Z C A I C Z V Y A H V I

K W Y K D H I P H B R I R R Y Z H I Q W

Y R C Q K A A R K Y S Y A D G N I X O B

A W X Z G U I G C A E P W B X W H K I F

D M D G J S N U A O V C H A L I C A P X

I M N L T Y L A H N E H Z P L A K R N D

H I F M F U M B H X A Q Y T Y O I V L A

D H A Z A L K W Z W M P Z B Y T C I J B

O S Q Q E E R X O G G C A P O G T W M R

B A P T V B J D O I I W O T U R Z D R K

Z Z Z I W I Z L K K C I J A I Y X L M R

P C T O K U T T N J C M F Y Y I N R F U

V Y U B I A J E O O F L S R J S T B A P

X M D F N O I Q B M D Q H O E F V I Y X

Z M S Z S T R B X C E A V F O Y Y D Y O

 9th Grade - sinnn betrayer

 10th Grade - u see warlord

 11th Grade - c blueberry

 12th Grade - thaw dourness

 Faculty - un terrible

Name Scramble
Unscramble the letters to create the name of a member of the Gil-

man community.  Answers will be published in the next issue

Answers from last issue--9th: Jairus Gaines; 10th: Michael 
Cheng; 11th: Hunter Flaks; 12th: Htoo Min; Faculty: Matt Baum

Holiday Word Search

Word Bank:
Bodhi Day
Christmas

Pancha Ganapti
Kwanzaa

Yalda

Yule
Boxing Day

New Year’s Eve
Hanukkah

Chalica

Find all the December holidays in the word search above.
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In the National Basket-
ball Association (NBA), 
there are no more than 450 
players signed to rosters. 
In the Association, where 

the greatest of the world’s athletes play 
professional ball, only one player can 
be deemed the KIA NBA Most Valuable 
Player. For the best basketball players on 
the planet, the MVP award is the NBA’s 
highest individual accolade. But, is the 
MVP award also the league’s most arbi-
trary accolade? 
 We can see that the award rests on the 
definition of the word valuable.  Okay 
then. Webster’s Dictionary defines value 
as, “the importance, worth or usefulness 
of something.” “Valuable” is defined as 
“having...value.” If a dictionary doesn’t 
even understand the definition of value, 
or valuable, how can we expect journal-
ists to do so?
 From 1956-1979, the Association’s 
players selected the league’s MVP, 
making the award a popularity contest. 
Starting in 1980, a panel of voters cast 
first, second, third, fourth and fifth place 
votes that determine the MVP. The voters, 
esteemed members of the American and 
Canadian media, follow one criterion: 
that their selection played 55 of the 82 
regular season games. That’s it. 
 So, in the past three years, how have 
writers defined players as valuable? Last 
season, Oklahoma City’s Kevin Durant 
was chosen as top dog while Miami’s 
LeBron James and L.A.’s Blake Griffin 
followed behind. What qualified Durant? 
Statistically, he led the NBA in points. 
Intangibly, he led a team though the 
loaded Western Conference without his 
superstar sidekick Russell Westbrook, 
who missed thirty-six games, to the 
NBA’s second-highest record. That is, by 
any definition, valuable. 
 In the preceding season, LeBron James 
led the one-man race while Kevin Durant 
and New York’s Carmelo Anthony trailed 
behind. In the 2012-13 season, James 
statiscally dominated but there was only 
that evidence that catapulted James to 
his fourth MVP award. Take James away 
from his team, and the Heat are still a 

The Christmas season has 
arrived, and with it comes 
the economics of present-
buying, spending money 
on decorations, and the 

feasts that have become synonymous 
with Christmas. The economic reali-
ties and statistics of America’s biggest 
holiday have become more interesting 
over the years, as the hype surrounding 
the holiday seems to begin earlier and 
earlier. From premium electronics, like 
the iPhone 6 Plus, to expensive apparel 
from brands like Nike, Vineyard Vines, 
and Nordstrom, getting presents for 
your loved ones has become a lavish 
expenditure. 
 According to statista.com, a website 
based on providing wide reaching sta-
tistics, In 2014, when asked roughly 
how much they would spend on Christ-
mas, Americans said they would spend 
around $786 dollars per capita on gifts 
this Christmas. That adds up to over 
$600 billion dollars in total spending, a 
number that dwarfs any other holiday. 
This fervent need for spending is inter-
esting, and is on the rise, especially after 
the 2008 recession. In 2007, Americans 
said they were planning to spend around 
$866 dollars, but in 2008, the amount of 
money Americans said they would spend 
on Christmas dropped over $200 dollars, 
to $616 dollars, after rampant unemploy-
ment ravaged the economy and people’s 
wallets became more narrow. Regardless 
of economic hardships, Americans have 
proven to still be willing to spend high 
amounts of money of cash in order to 
shower their loved ones with gifts.  
 As the internet has become more 
prevalent in the United States, so has 
online shopping, and more specifi-
cally, online Christmas shopping. From 
Amazon to eBay, online retailers have 
become increasingly more popular, as 
customers no longer have to wait in line 
to get gadgets and new gear for their loved 
ones. This has been validated by a recent 
Statista study that showed that 45% of 
Americans will be buying Christmas gifts 
online. As technology becomes more even 
more present in America, the number of 

playoff contender boasting stars Dwyane 
Wade and Chris Bosh. Do the same to 
Durant, and the Thunder are most likely 
still a playoff team, despite playing in the 
Western Conference. However, remove 
Carmelo Anthony in New York, and the 
Knicks don’t make the playoffs in the 
2012-13 season. Shouldn’t that make 
Anthony the 2012-13 MVP?
 Finally, in the lockout shortened 2011-
12 NBA season, LeBron James was chosen 
the league’s MVP while a familiar face in 
Kevin Durant and the Clipper’s point 
guard Chris Paul followed. Again, James 
and Durant led statistically. Averaging 
19.8 PPG and 9.1 APG, Chris Paul did 
not meet the same numerical standards 
that the small-forwards from Miami and 
Oklahoma City held, but his contention 
in the award race was a subplot of the 
season. Before Paul arrived in LA, the 
Clippers had gone 30-52 in the 2010-11 
season. Upon his arrival, Paul electrified 
Los Angeles’ lesser basketball team and 
led them, in one shortened season, to 
their highest win-percentage of all time 
at .603, with a record of 40-26. Wouldn’t 
single-handedly bringing a team from a 
.390 record to a .603 record merit Most 
Valuable Player status? Apparently not.
 At the end of the 2008 NBA season, 
the Association’s esteemed journal-
ists committed what Bleacher Report’s 
Zander Freund called a “fraudulent 
act—” crowning Kobe Bryant, one of the 
greatest basketball players of all time, 
the MVP. Freund was absolutely right. 
Bryant, finally surrounded by talent, led 
the 2007-08 Los Angeles Lakers to the 
Western Conference’s best record. Chris 
Paul of the New Orleans Hornets, not 
playing alongside top NBA talent like 
Pau Gasol, Metta World Peace and the 
greatest NBA Head Coach ever, led the 
Hornets to a division championship and a 
second seed in the NBA Playoffs. Paul also 
dominated Bryant statistically while also 
being seven inches shorter. In 2008, the 
NBA journalists, following a misguided 
definition of the world valuable, made 
a misguided decision in awarding the 
Maurice Podoloff trophy. The definition, 
or lack thereof, of the NBA MVP award 
is incredibly detrimental to such a highly 
touted accoladed.     

people spending money on electronics 
and with electronics will most definitely 
continue to rise.
 When talking about Christmas, one 
cannot forget about the decorations 
that light up our neighborhoods. These 
decorations are not free, unfortunately, 
and Americans are forecasted to spend 
around $6 billion dollars this year on 
decorations alone, according to busines-
sinsider.com’s Madeline Scinto. From 
businessweek.com’s Venessa Wong, just 
to light the famously bright Rockefeller 
Center Christmas Tree, you would have 
to cough up $35,000 dollars solely for 
the lights and ornaments, not to mention 
the $25,000 80-foot Norway Spruce tree 
itself. These decorations, while definitely 
making our cold street corners and neigh-
borhoods bright and vibrant against the 
dull shades of winter, do cost a pretty 
penny to obtain, and a fair amount of time 
to install. 
 Fanfare and grandeur have long been 
synonymous with the Christmas season, 
but what many of us seem to forget among 
the brilliant lights and the various mes-
sages goading us to get into “the Christ-
mas spirit”, is that Christmas has become 
a major business. Every December, com-
panies pile on the advertising, in hopes 
that the revenue and profit from this 
year’s Christmas is higher than the last’s. 
With K-Mart releasing its “Not a Christ-
mas Ad” over 100 days before December 
25th, one may become suspicious that 
the retailer is not as quick to celebrate 
the spirit of Christmas as it is to rejoice 
in your spending hard-earned money in 
its stores. Despite the blatant money-
grabbing tendencies of the majority of 
American and international retailers, the 
average consumer will continue to spend 
inordinate amounts on gifts, decorations, 
and food, so that they can rest assured 
that this year, will be a merrier Christmas 
than ever before. So, Gilman students 
and faculty, as you roam the streets and 
stores in search of decorations, gifts, 
and food for this Christmas celebration, 
ponder whether your purchases are just a 
product of the business that has become 
Christmas, or something truly valuable 
to those you love.

Definition of an MVP It’s A Green Christmas
by aaron slutkin by thoMas booker
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Intramural By The Numbers

30

1193 4th

19 5:03 AM is the most slacker       
points ever awarded 

in Winter Jogging.  This 
record was set by Michael 
Holmes in 2012-2013.

The most season points 
scored by an intramural bas-
ketball team (Greyhounds) as 
of time of publication.

seed of the Intramural Bas-
ketball Team is the Bluejays 
as of time of publication.

people were cut from 
Intramural Basketball.

average time at which crew 
members wake up to row in the 
mornings.

winter intramural 
season that the Field Hockey 
team has played.


