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Gorski Admits: Printing Must Change
by basil apostolo

 It seems the general consensus of the 
student body is that the printing system 
is horrible.  It is a difficult process―
where one must send an email, wait for 
a response, and then follow a link where 
they sign in, resend the email with the 
attachment, then choose their printer.  
Many times a student will successfully 
send an email but not receive a response 
until hours or even days later. 
 Some recent posts on the library 
bulletin―a great place for students to 
pose questions, voice opinions, and sug-
gest solutions to issues around school―
included complaints about “our school’s 
technology” specifically in relation to 
printing.  Chase Campbell (’14) stated 
“Gilman is one of the top schools on 
the East Coast and employs individuals 
specifically for the technology services, 
yet one cannot reliably trust the printing 
here.”  Hugh Ward (‘14) said he has “been 
penalized multiple times for not having 
an assignment printed [at the failure of 
the printing system].”
 Currently, the school uses a system 
called “PrintMe Mobile” for the students 
to use in order to print. On paper, the 
system sounds easy (albeit not fast):  
Send your documents to print@gilman.
edu.  The system will respond with a link.  
Follow the link, sign in, select your printer 
and hit print.
 However, the system is riddled with 
glitches. The most frequent problem that 

occurs is that the system does not send a 
reply email for hours or sometimes even 
days later. There was also a bug where 
every student who has used the printing 
service was sent a confirmation email for 
printing on November 5 at 3:00 AM, even 
if the student had not submitted a pend-
ing print job. Other, more minor, issues 
include a security error where students 
using Google Chrome cannot access 
the webpage to sign in and select their 
printer. This is easily solved by choosing 
a different web browser, such as Safari or 
Firefox.
 According to Mr. Tom Gorski, Direc-
tor of Technology, PrintMe Mobile was 
chosen for the student’s printing pro-
cess because of the once-new Device 
of Choice (D.O.C.) program. Advanced 
Systems, Inc. suggested that the school 
use PrintMe Mobile because of the wide 
variety of devices (laptops and tablets) as 
well as supporting all major desktop and 
tablet operating systems.  
 Mr. Gorski admits, “It has got to 
change.” The system is slow and doesn’t 
always function.  “We made some changes 
on the firewall” which helped improve 
the system on the backend; however, the 
technology department plans to investi-
gate and change the system this summer.  
Explaining why they don’t plan to make 
the switch sooner, Mr. Gorski says, “if the 
transition is not seamless, it would be a 
disaster, and would cause more problems 
than already exist.”

Mr. Heubeck Named New Head of Upper School
 When Mr. Rob Heubeck began teach-
ing at Gilman in 2004, he always hoped 
that an administrative job would become 
available. He decided that he would apply 
for such an opening because Gilman 
is, “a special place where there were so 
many wonderful things going on.” Thus, 
when the position of Head of the Upper 
School became available after Ms. Turner 
announced her retirement at the start of 
the school year, Mr. Heubeck knew he 
would apply.
 Fortunately, a semester after apply-
ing, Mr. Heubeck was offered his coveted 
position after a trying search. The selec-
tion process, headed by Mr. Ian Brooks, 
was both physically and emotionally 
taxing for Mr. Heubeck. He explained 
that, before the interview process, he 
never had to answer probing questions 
about his visions and ideas from his own 
colleagues. Mr. Heubeck will still teach 
one class, most likely European Civili-
zations, so students will still have the 
privilege of studying with an excellent 
educator. Nevertheless, he reflected he 
will miss the opportunity to develop close 
relationships with his students each year, 

both in and out of the classroom setting.
Mr. Heubeck is most excited to observe 
all facets of the Upper School: he will be 
able to watch his colleagues teach, attend 
athletic and theatrical events, and roam 
the halls on a daily basis. This opportu-
nity will allow him to expand his reach 
to more than just the history department 
and the hallway outside his current office. 
According to Mr. Heubeck, “when you are 
the Upper School Head, you represent 
everybody in the school and all their 
endeavors. This means I have the oppor-
tunity to express an interest in every 
facet of this great community.” Clearly, 
he enjoys the spontaneous nature of the 
Upper School community and hopes to 
continue to actively engage in school 
spirit and student life.
 Mr. Heubeck is quite lucky to have 
Ms. Turner as a role model. In particu-
lar, Mr. Heubeck noted that Ms. Turner 
has taught him to carry out ideas and, 
“run with the things that you think are 
important.” She has encouraged him to 
challenge himself while maintaining an 
optimistic attitude while doing so.
Mr. Brooks described the meticulous 
search process that the committee went 

through. Gilman received roughly 120 
applications. After reading through each 
application, Mr. Brooks and the search 
committee narrowed down their selec-
tion pool to 35 candidates. The commit-
tee then conducted interviews via Skype 
with each remaining applicant, before 
deciding on four finalists. These four were 
brought to campus.  
As Mr. Brooks confidently noted, “Ulti-
mately, during the last stage of the search, 

there were four really strong candidates.” 
He continued, “I think Mr. Smyth made a 
good choice; he nailed it on the head: Mr. 
Heubeck is very passionate about educa-
tion. He’s bright, and he is very thought-
ful.” Finally, after months of searching, 
the Gilman community has certainly 
chosen a talented teacher, advisor, and 
coach for the next Head of Upper School.

by spencer Morris

Photo by Zach Pollack (‘15)

Transactions in the Halls: Shut Down by 
 Dean’s Office

 Through the halls of Gilman, what 
may appear to be an unsavory exchange 
is most likely just a transaction between 
Vincent Posterli (‘14) and a hungry cus-
tomer. Bringing hungry students a treat, 
Vincent and his company, VP Jerky, has 
been creating and distributing the classic 
meat snack since 2012.  But what is VP 
Jerky? How was it started?  What goes 
on behind the scenes of this home-built 
company? To find out, I sat down with the 
man behind the brand to discover all of 
the succulent details.
 Despite all the hats, stickers, and 
t-shirts, VP Jerky is a simple company 
delivering a simple product: Beef Jerky.   
After trying Tom Riley’s beef jerky in 
sophomore year, Vincent was surprised.  
“It was very dry.”  Knowing that he could 
improve the product with a unique recipe, 
he whipped out his family’s dehydrator, 
took to the internet, and got to work.  
Tweaking the marinade, VP Jerky was 
born in a blaze of success, with both 
chipotle and teriyaki f lavors (Devil’s 

Spit was too spicy a concoction). Start-
ing on Saturday morning, Vincent goes 
out to Sam’s club to purchase his [secret] 
ingredients, returning home to prepare 
the meat and set it in a marinade.  After 
soaking up flavor for 48 hours, Sunday 
night starts the real meat of the process. 
Vince sets the meat to dehydrate for 
3 hours, achieving the perfect, moist 
result, then weighs and bags the product 
to maintain freshness.  After all of this 
toil, 2 ounces sells for only 4 dollars, a 
bargain price competitive with the top 
brands like Jack’s Links.  Contributing to 
his class fund, VP Jerky is an all-around 
community based company that brings 
in the bank with a quality product.
 Such entrepreneurialism is admirable; 
yet, when considering the quick success of 
such a business, VP Jerky seems more of a 
Gilman phenomenon than profitable ven-
ture.  Each year, it seems VP Jerky evolves 
in some form, whether it be more effective 
distribution or exploration into venison.  
However, this year, the Dean’s office 
has put a stop to VP Jerky. According to 
Vincent, there had been an agreement 
in which he would give part of the profit 
to the Class of 2014. During a meeting 
with  both Deans Smith and White on an 
unrelated topic, Vincent was told to cease 
operations on Gilman property, unless he 
would give all profits to his class. At this 
point in time, VP Jerky remains in limbo.

by Wolfie Drake

SHUTDOWN
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Humanities Level Differentiation
 Gilman prides itself on the excellent 
quality of education provided to all of its 
students. With an impressive baseline, 
Gilman acknowledges that some students 
are ready for an even higher level of learn-
ing. Whether because of a passion for a 
subject or a natural aptitude, some stu-
dents are simply more advanced in cer-
tain areas of learning. To ensure that they 
may reach their full potential, Gilman 
provides advanced classes in most of its 
subject areas. Math, science, and foreign 
language classes all have different levels, 
whether they are listed as honors classes 
or have the “AP” designation. However, 
thus far, Gilman’s humanities classes 
have declined to separate students by 
ability.
  Currently, none of the required Eng-
lish or History courses have any kind 
of advanced track, whether it be honors 
or AP. Even among the elective courses 
available to Juniors and Seniors, there 
are no options at Gilman for higher level 
humanities studies, with Dr. Thornbery’s 
US Since ’45 elective being a notable 
exception. In a previous interview, Dr. 
Harris of the History Department and 
Academic Dean of the Upper School 
explained that the AP curriculum is too 
rigid for humanities classes, being too 
minutia- and fact-based without time 
for analysis and appreciation. He then 
went on to say that, while in some areas 
students may benefit from peers with 
similar abilities, they can also benefit 
from a diverse range of classmates from 
throughout the class rankings.
 The lack of AP courses in the humani-
ties is understandable. Even in math 

and science, the AP curriculum has 
garnered severe criticism for being too 
rigid and mass produced. Teachers from 
various departments confirmed this 
sentiment, agreeing that the AP brand 
is often more of a burden than a boon. 
By this logic, humanities courses would 
certainly suffer even further from this 
cookie-cutter approach, with there being 
no limit to the viable directions a single 
course can take. Indeed, a component of 
humanities courses is the encouragement 
of free thought and exploration, with no 
two classes yielding the same experience. 
The AP requirements would constrain 
this approach and, in the process, limit 
the effectiveness of the classes.
 However, to abandon the entire 
concept of different levels of learning 
is not only against the trend of Gilman 
education but also is a disservice to the 
students. Even before AP classes were 
popular, Gilman had honors math, sci-
ence, and foreign language courses. The 
reasons for this separation based on 
ability are clear: some students would be 
unchallenged with a regular class, being 
capable of learning more information at a 
faster rate, while other students may have 
trouble with the pace of a class, having 
difficulty keeping up. Since there is no 
way to provide a single class that satisfies 
the needs of both groups, multiple levels 
are offered. This way, more advanced stu-
dents will have the opportunity to chal-
lenge themselves, while other students 
will be able to learn at their own pace and 
fully understand what they are learning. 
This system has worked extremely well 
where it has been implemented, and there 

by Dale Waters

Fifth Period Antics

 I lie about what I do during study hall 
a lot. Wow, that feels so good to get off 
my chest. For the first time in my upper 
school career, I am going to be blatantly 
honest in my depiction of what I do 
during 5th period study hall and why I 
do it. After a strenuous day of classes, 
studying in uninterrupted silence for 
seventy minutes is about the last thing 
that I want to do. The expectations are 
clear: no talking, no socializing, no com-
puter games, no music, no sleeping, and 
no fun. Rather than subjecting myself to 
hours of inefficient boredom each week, 
I choose to  “opt out” of 5th period study 
hall every now and again.
 So, what sounds like more fun, watch-
ing paint dry in study hall, or hanging out 
with some upperclassmen in the writing 
center?  Of course, the latter of the two 
is a lot more appealing.  Unfortunately, I 
have found myself in situations where I 
have had no paper to write; thus, I have 
no assignment to exempt me from study 
hall. Not to worry. I live by the, “If you 
sell it, they’ll buy it” philosophy.  So, if I 
sell the fact that I have a paper, then I’m 
a lot less likely to be spending 5th period 
locked up in CT-20. Amen!
 Some days, I end up in study hall, and 
there seems to be no way out. Desperate 

times call for desperate measures. Per-
haps, one could say that he needs to go see 
Dr. Mo. When it comes to the reasoning 
for your departure, I highly encourage 
you to be creative. I recommend the, “I 
am having (insert body part here) prob-
lems”.  Remember, if you sell it, they’ll 
buy it.
 Believe it or not, I fully recognize 
and appreciate the time that a produc-
tive study hall can free up in my night; 
however, after a long day of classes, the 
expectation for rambunctious 14, 15, 
and 16 year-old boys to study in silence 
EVERY school day for 70 minutes (some-
times more) is just unrealistic. During 
5th period, any freshman who wants to 
find a way out of CT-20 will find a way 
out.  I understand that locking kids in 
CT-20 does, in some cases, force them 
to work, but I can guarantee you that 
there is one day a week where nearly no 
one gets any work done, and I will give 
you five guesses on which day that is. You 
guessed it: there is no studying in study 
hall on Fridays.
 My proposal is simple: cancel fresh-
man study hall on Fridays. Knowing that 
we have some sweet, free time towards 
the end of the week will allow freshmen to 
spend more time studying and less time 
plotting ways to get out of study hall.

by Jason MoscoW

Continued on page 4

No Homework Nights
 On nights when Gilman sponsors an 
event, sometimes a drug and alcohol 
engagement night, college counseling 
night, or a mandatory lecture, the admin-
istration assigns what is known colloqui-
ally as a “no homework night”. These 
“no homework nights” give students 
the chance to escape from mountains of 
homework and attend these events with-
out having to worry about completing 
their homework for the following school 
day. However, these no homework nights 
are not respected by many teachers; addi-
tionally, the sheer amount of homework 
normally assigned has been cause for 
concern among students.
 When students do inform the teachers 
of a “no homework night”, some teach-
ers argue that due to the nature of our 
schedules, students always have two 
nights to complete the homework; as 
such, they are not required to follow it. 
Ms. Turner explains that a “no homework 
night” signifies “no homework due for 
the day immediately thereafter”. These 
“no homework nights”, however, come in 
many different forms. 
 There are nights that administration 
may request teachers to assign less home-
work or to be mindful of students who 
may be observing a certain holiday. Ms. 

Turner also detailed that underclassmen 
receive additional protection from these 
policies while upperclassmen are more 
accustomed to the juggling of respon-
sibilities. She further explains, “On the 
rare occasions when we do ask, teach-
ers should comply”. She continued that, 
when homework is unfairly assigned on a 
“no homework night”, “students do have 
recourse by bringing the matter to me”.
 On the subject of homework, many 
teachers feel that they must give home-
work in order to keep students engaged 
in the learning outside of the classroom. 
Most teachers assign homework on a 
daily basis, and those who do not regu-
larly assign homework feel pressure to do 
so. Mr. Ciattei, explains, “it has been my 
goal to assign 60 minutes of homework 
per class, so it spreads out to 30 min-
utes per night”. He explained that this 
accounts for each class meeting, so home-
work of some sort is always assigned, 
unless there was a test. Furthermore, a 
student who takes 6 classes would have 
three hours of homework each night after 
athletics. In many instances, 60 minutes 
of homework per class meeting simply 
isn’t necessary. Some call it homework 
for the sake of homework, and others call 
it busywork, but I just call it a waste of 
both the students’ and teacher’s time.

by tyler plack
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 At the heart of every person is a 
noticeable trace of desperation, which 
we learn from American Hustle, a film 
that definitely possesses an important 
message. The movie stars Christian Bale, 
Amy Adams, Bradley Cooper, Jennifer 
Lawrence and Jeremy Renner; David 
O’Russell (Three Kings, The Fighter, 
Silver Linings Playbook) directs. The film 
centers around a pair of con-artists (Bale, 
Adams) who exploit others’ desperation 
by duping them out of their money. After 
an unpredictable FBI Agent (Cooper) 
catches them red-handed, he forces the 
cons to work with him to take down cor-
rupt New Jersey politicians in exchange 
for their immunity. If the story sounds 
dense, that’s because it is. The thick plot-
ting and many changes in direction serve 
the film well, as it slowly builds to a classic 
twist climax that would be ill-mannered 
to spoil. As in every great con movie 
(such as The Sting and, to a lesser degree, 
Inception) the characters’ feats don’t go 
completely according to plan, and that is 
part of the fun here. Although the film has 
its fair share of dramatic moments, it is a 
comedy at its core. The movie gets great 
mileage from running gags and scene-
stealing performances from Lawrence 
and Robert De Niro. While De Niro shows 
up in only one scene, he absolutely nails 
it, and his scene is the most tense in the 
entire film. 
 In terms of length and pace, it never 
felt like any scene is superfluous, but the 
film does gradually develop its charac-
ters; while character development is most 

American Hustle Worth the Hustle
by liaM Higgins

certainly a good thing, the pacing didn’t 
leave me wanting more by the end of it, as 
any film should. Much of the humor did 
initially feel out of place, but the overall 
product had me laughing consistently, 
albeit not uproariously.
 Although its ambition sometimes 
keeps the film from moving as quickly 
as it should have, American Hustle com-
bines terrific acting, a fantastic 70’s era 
score and a terrific story. The real draw 
is seeing such renowned actors lose 
themselves in their roles, and all of the 
major characters are legitimate contend-
ers come Oscar time. Go see American 
Hustle. You won’t be disappointed.   

Julian Baron: Gilman’s Metereologist

 Most Gilman students stay up late if 
there’s a forecast of snow, anticipating a 
day off from school and expecting to sleep 
in, but Gilman freshman Julian Baron 
remains awake forecasting weather.  
Rather than relax with satisfaction, he 
analyzes computer models and checks 
atmospheric conditions.
 Since he was two years old, Julian 
has been interested in weather, having 
watched “The Weather Channel” reli-
giously from a young age. He has been 
forecasting weather for roughly four 
years now. He does his forecast using 
technological model analysis, which is 
the discipline of reading specialized maps 
and drawing conclusions from them. He 
also examines the current atmospheric 
and barometric pressure. He loves meteo-

rology because the combination of logic, 
scientific reasoning, and applied geogra-
phy truly intrigues him.
 This year, on November 12, Julian 
made his own website, www.weath-
erbyjulian.com, with an accompanying 
Facebook page. His site and page provide 
both in-depth weather forecasts, which 
are updated daily, and a sneak-preview 
of the following day’s possible school 
cancellations, when applicable. “Weather 
by Julian” is in place, according to Julian, 
“to inform the public of Baltimore with 
my view of the weather [forecast].”
 Recently, “Foot’s Forecast,” a collabo-
ration effort between student meteorolo-
gists and professionals, which provides 
a weather forecast for central Maryland, 
reached out to Julian. He will be assisting 
with their forecasting team.

by ben MurpHy

Dale Waters Starts Science Help Lab

 Many courses prove to be challenging 
at Gilman, especially for students under-
going the transition from Middle to Upper 
School. The three science courses for 
freshman and sophomores are no excep-
tion to this rule. After noticing that many 
underclassmen were struggling in their 
AP physics, biology, and physical science 
classes, Dale Waters (‘14) saw a demand 
and set out to meet it. Dale received per-
mission from the science department to 
take the reins of a student run science lab, 
and has progressed since then.
 The students congregate on days four 
and nine and has seen a fair turnout-
-approximately six to ten students each 
meeting. Between the additional help of 
classmates Edmond Kim, John Locke, 
Williams Peters, Sasha Systov, and 
Richard Shin, the lab is well run by 
experienced seniors. Mr. Wilson has also 
joined in for the first few months. During 
their allotted time, Dale and other seniors 
help students with equations, or other 
questions they may have while complet-
ing homework or studying for a test. If it 
seems like many students are struggling 

with the same problem, Dale may talk to 
the room or use the whiteboard to explain 
a concept. This format is very similar to 
the well-established math lab run by Mr. 
Gouline and Mr. Ford. Dale believes that 
he and his counterparts are qualified for 
the task, saying, “I’ve done pretty well in 
science, was in AP physics and chemistry, 
and really in the end it can’t hurt because 
it would only be worse for not helping.” 
 When it comes to the future of the lab 
beyond this school year, Dale is uncertain 
what direction it will take. The new sci-
ence curriculum and placement set to take 
place next year will be new for all parties 
involved, which may prove to be difficult. 
However, Dale is hopeful that he will be 
able find teachers and students willing to 
take on the challenge. He remarked, “I’m 
going to cross that bridge when I come 
to it, but I’ll talk to current juniors and 
maybe current sophomores that want to 
keep it up.” With any luck he will, as the 
science lab is a shining example of how 
a little bit of student initiative can go a 
long way toward improving  the Gilman 
community. 

by tHoMas troy

Extracurriculars Over Classes

 The action of leaving class for sports 
and other extracurricular events has 
become more important than the class 
itself. Extracurricular activities, sports 
events, and club meetings have started to 
become excuses to leave class and study 
hall at one’s desire.
 When the handbell choir has an 
assembly, they do not need their mem-
bers to leave class forty minutes early to 
warm up or prepare. When the football 
team has bible study in place of lunch, it is 
not a reasonable excuse to come to third 
period 45 minutes late. For many football, 
basketball, and soccer games, students 
were dismissed around 1 for a 3:30 home 
game. In the most extreme case, the 
varsity basketball team was dismissed 
at 1:30 for a 6:00 away game.  These are 
just a few examples of the monstrosities 
that should not be allowed at this school. 
These dismissal times are clearly outra-
geous and unnecessary. Clearly, the more 
extracurriculars a student joins, the more 
excuses are at his disposal to miss class 
on a whim.
 Although this may not seem like 
a major issue because students with 
many extracurricular activities tend to 
contribute greatly to the Gilman com-
munity, missing class remains a problem 
because teachers inevitably waste class 

time teaching half of their students. It 
is extremely frustrating when a class 
studies the same material multiple times 
on account of students who previously 
missed a particular lesson in place of 
sports and clubs.
 Some teachers do not seem to care 
when people leave. It seems that they 
encourage sports and clubs over aca-
demic success. When speaking to college 
counselors about if it is better to have aca-
demic success or more extra curricula, 
the general consensus was that academic 
success comes first, and extracurriculars 
are just that: extra. 
 Although extracurriculars could be 
an entrance ticket into college, it is not 
always guaranteed. Many people who 
strive for athletic success over academic 
success will probably not realize the suc-
cess of what they are doing to get into 
college.
 Throughout the journey of high school, 
there are moments where students may 
think that the extracurricular is more 
important than the class, and the answer 
is always the same: It’s not. Students are 
blinded by the fact that school is boring 
and things outside of the classroom 
aren’t, however the misconception that, 
for example, skipping homework to go 
to bed early for a big game tomorrow  is 
what many students at Gilman do.

by conraD cleMens

 To most Gilman students, Reverend Christian Kirby may have been 
just the man who would give the prayers at the beginning and end of 
every school convocation. But to me, Mr. Kirby was a teacher, a source 
of advice, and a bright light in the Gilman community. I have a plethora 
of fond memories from just one year in his class. As a freshman, I could 
always count on World Cultures class to be interesting, informative, and 
entertaining. Being the son of a chaplain myself, I could relate to Mr. 
Kirby, and he always greeted me with a smile and was willing to talk 
with me about anything. His jovial presence was felt throughout the 
halls for years, and it was missed when he left Gilman two years ago to 
pursue ministry, but I, and I’m sure many others, will always remember 
Mr. Kirby for the great impact he made on the Gilman community.

–	Jeremy	Hairston	(‘14)

Remembering Mr. Kirby

Julian Baron smiles in the rainy weather that he accurately predicted. Photo by 
Basil Apostolo.

On Thursday, January 23, the Gilman community heard that former faculty 
member Christian Kirby had passed away. Mr. Kirby served as teacher, 
advisor, chaplain, and coach from 2000 to 2012. 
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 Considering how elaborate and gran-
diose the sports world is, it is only fitting 
for the broadcasting industry to undergo 
equally harsh criticism for its disheart-
ening flaws. ESPN’s flagship program, 
“SportsCenter,” serves America’s primary 
source of daily sports information, dis-
playing highlights for, presumably, all 
sports. Out of its total broadcast time of 
23,053 minutes in 2012, SportsCenter 
devoted a mere 459.5 to NHL hockey. 
That’s an astounding 2.7% of its airtime. 
Golf receives equally pathetic coverage - a 
measly 3.3% of SportsCenter’s runtime. 
Other glaring numbers include those of 
NASCAR (2.1%), soccer (1.3%), and tennis 
(0.9%). Sadly, this data proves that even 
the so-called “world’s game” receives less 
attention than JaMarcus Russell, the 
once-promising LSU quarterback whose 
NFL career hardly got off the ground 
before it ended abruptly with loss after 
loss, pound gained after pound gained. 
The famous “SportsCenter Top 10” fea-
tures the most spectacular plays in all of 
sports from the previous day. Unfortu-
nately, the “Top 10” is overrun with diving 
catches from the MLB and dunks from 

NBA games, both of which have become 
mediocre thanks to excessive praise from 
the ESPN crew. In June, rather than 
providing coverage of the ongoing NHL 
and NBA playoffs, SportsCenter features 
“expert” NFL pre-season analysis – a 
whole three months before the season 
starts! In short, ESPN’s excessive focus 
on the most popular sports results in its 
failure to do justice to the “wide” world 
of sports that is advertised constantly 
on the bottom-screen ticker. Is America 
not fed up with the monotonous LeBron 
James dunks and Mike Trout catches that 
appear on television screens on a daily 
basis? And on a similar note, how many 
Stephen A. Smith/Skip Bayless debates 
about the ever-irrelevant Tim Tebow 
can America endure on programs such 
as “ESPN’s First Take?” True sports fans 
have waited too long for an entertaining 
Ovechkin goal or a fierce round of MMA 
fighting to crack the “Top 10.” Neverthe-
less, America prefers hours of repetitive 
highlights and predictions instead of 
diverse, interesting sports coverage; 
furthermore, the nation, as a viewing 
body, is partially at fault for allowing such 
abomination and inequity to take place.

Greatest Problems in American 
Sports: Part 4

by spencer Morris

Humanities Level Differentiation  (cont’d)
is no reason to expect that it would not 
work equally well in the humanities.
 Although every student’s thoughts 
are valuable and insights unique, there 
is no denying a difference in ability. 
With regard to English courses, some 
students are better readers, able to 
read faster and comprehend more. 
Gilman students do not all share the 
same passion for literature. In history 
courses, memorizing massive amounts 
of information, then synthesizing and 
analyzing it is a daunting task for some 
students, while others relish the chal-
lenge. As shown by the Writing Center, 
some students are simply better writers 
than others. None of this is a judgment 
on the value of a student’s person, value, 
or character but simply is an observation 

of some students’ greater capabilities in 
specific areas.
 As a result of this skill differential, 
the logical move would be to separate 
humanities students by ability, just as 
in any other department. Some would 
benefit from reading one less book but 
having a more thorough understanding 
of the five others than they would have, 
while others may enjoy an additional clas-
sic, or even deeper and more passionate 
discussions of the standard set. Slower 
learners would not be overwhelmed and 
fast learners would not be bored and 
unchallenged. If Gilman hopes to ensure 
the highest quality of education for its 
students in all areas of learning, it will 
have to find some way to ensure that their 
class options can adapt to their abilities.

Spotify: Ending Piracy?
 Spotify has become the go-to service 
for listening to music, allowing free 
access to millions of songs. Spotify may 
in fact be a positive force to stop the 
piracy of music. It offers free access to 
millions of songs and is a hip, legal, and 
reliable website, preventing the need to 
visit potentially risky websites to illegally 
download music. Furthermore, music 
on Spotify is always what it appears to 

be whereas pirated music may be a low 
quality recording of the song, or even a 
different song under the title of the real 
one. Additionally, Spotify does not carry 
the inherent risks of piracy--being caught 
or infecting the computer with malware. 
In a 2011 study, it was found that music 
piracy decreased by 25% after Spotify had 
been made available in Sweden. Spotify 
is a major force against piracy but does 
not have the power to end it completely.

by tobin broMberg

Update: FLIK Changes

 After a three-month void without a 
chef, Gilman welcomes Kurt Reusch-
ling, who comes to the school after an 
extensive cooking, teaching and business 
career.  Prior to coming to Gilman, Mr. 
Reuschling taught culinary classes at 
Frederick and Howard Community Col-
leges.  Earlier in his career, he also owned 
and operated a catering business, which 
he sold in 2001.
 Now that Gilman once again has a chef, 
students can return to the long-running 
project of achieving change within the 
FLIK food program.  Such improvements, 
inspired by suggestions from students 
and implemented by FLIK, started during 
the 2011-2012 school year.  Some of the 
most significant changes have included 
the creation of a pasta bar, increased 
amounts of bacon added to the menu, and 
the addition of two deli stations.  

 In previous years, FLIK met quarterly 
with Gilman’s Student Council and dis-
tributed food surveys to Upper School 
students to collect student feedback 
about the lunch program.  The food sur-
veys were particularly valuable, as they 
revealed strong trends about the tastes 
of the student body.  However, recent 
student communication with FLIK has 
been lacking, as the last student-FLIK 
meeting occurred with members of last 
year’s Student Council in Spring 2013. 
Enter the “Food Czars,” the new student 
liaison group to FLIK that is comprised 
of Juniors Charlie Demuth, Zack Cohen, 
and Thomas Hebert. According to 
Director of Finance Mr. Sean Furlong, 
the Food Czars will be the students’ 
“sounding board if something is not 
right or if someone has a valid sugges-
tion for improving the program” in the 
coming months.
 Mr. Furlong also commented on the 

by etHan park & JorDan broDie

In the prior edition of the Gilman News, The News published an article covering Bryn Mawr’s production of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. An 
early draft of the article included critique of the musical published by mistake. The News regrets this error.

expansion of the Gilman Snack Cart, 
which has provided two complimentary 
pieces of fresh fruit – bananas, clem-
entines, apples, or pears – to students 
during the afternoons.  Recently, students 
were given the additional option of either 

a granola or fruit bar.  Says Mr. Furlong, 
“I think the Snack Cart is going well. A 
number of students have commented on 
it in positive light and thanked me, and I 
hope to add additional no cost options to 
the food cart in the next couple of years.”

Sports by the Numbers

11
Number of points Gilman won by 

in the third annual silent night 
basketball game

1st

Place of Gilman’s Varsity Squash 
Team

5
Number of Gilman football 

players offered scholarships to 
Michigan State University

2
Number of wins by Gilman 

swimming


