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THE    NEWS
Dean Smith Calls

for New Sweatshirt Policy

 For some students, the hoodie is a fash-
ion staple. When the weather gets cold, 
some students are only recognizable by 
the sweatshirt they wear. Steadfast fans 
of the sweatshirt, however, may not have 
much longer to appreciate this garment of 
choice. An outright sweatshirt ban seems 
likely, according to the Dean’s office. The 
News spoke with Upper School Dean Mr. 
Smith who, while emphasizing that no 
final decision has been made, specifically 
mentioned that there is “a safe bet that 
there will be changes.”
 While many students have taken the 
Upper School’s allowal of sweatshirts for 
granted, hoodies were, in fact, banned in 
2003. Nevertheless, because the school 
store has continued to sell Gilman hood-
ies to students and athletes alike, within a 
year, sweatshirts were once again allowed 
on the one condition that they be Gilman 
hoodies.
 Ten years removed from the original 
sweatshirt ban, this rule has become 
known as the infamous “Gilman Hoodie 
Rule” to students, yet Mr. Smith’s notices 
indicate that students do not care to 
follow this rule. According to Mr. Smith, 
as the sweatshirt regulation is now per-
ceived more liberally, the original inten-
tion of the rule has been lost: “We were 
trying to do something for the students,” 
Mr. Smith said.
 Students, however, opt not to follow 

the rule in the way that the School Hand-
book intends. Most controversial about 
the sweatshirt policy is the inherent bias 
it places toward Gilman hoodies. When 
asked about the perceived unfairness of 
the current policy, Mr. Smith empha-
sized that eliminating hoodies altogether 
would eliminate controversy surrounding 
the criteria for acceptable sweatshirts and 
in doing so would remove any unfairness 
regarding the rule.
 The most publicized reason for the 
impending ban has been tie-less students 
concealing their “wardrobe malfunction” 
with a hoodie. As ties are required by the 
school dress code, not having one is both 
a violation of school rules and a breach of 
character. In an email sent to the student 
body, Mr. Smith asserted, “By purpose-
fully hiding the fact that you do not have 
a tie on, you are being deceitful, thus your 
integrity and character are questioned.”
Besides common dress code violations, 
Mr. Smith also cited the incongruity 
between the hoodie and the rest of the 
Gilman dress code as a reason for ban-
ning sweatshirts. According to him, “The 
school dress code is designed to set an 
academic tone. Sweatshirts don’t set that 
tone,” adding that, “the hoodie look is not 
appropriate for school.” Specifically, Mr. 
Smith mentioned that hoodies contribute 
to a more relaxed atmosphere and that it 
is not appropriate to invite the current 
social stigma surrounding hoodies into 
an academic setting.

by Kevin KuczynsKi

Student Spotlight:
Lower School Book Club

 When CELP (Character Education 
Leadership Program) director Dr. Cathe-
rine Waugh approached a few upperclass-
men about the possibility of re-starting 
the Lower School Book Club, John Lee 
(’14) was ecstatic and took charge of the 
initiative with the utmost alacrity. In 
recent years, the Book Club has fallen out 
of the hands of faculty and has become 
more of a parent-run event. Participation 
fell, and last year there was no Book Club 
at all. The Lower School hopes to bring 
this family event back by inviting some 
dedicated and passionate upperclassmen 
to help reboot the club.
 Since his time as a Lower Schooler, 
John, like many of his Book Club facili-
tators, has cherished every opportunity 
to read books and discuss them with 
classmates, teachers, and family. John 
is most fortunate that the Lower School 
Book Club will allow him to talk about 
novels with a new demographic, adding to 
the diverse range of opinions he already 
experiences on a daily basis at Gilman. 
He believes that this type of older-to-
younger student interaction is great for 

both parties: “It’s surprisingly rewarding 
to observe how much weight your words 
carry to younger students, especially 
when their response is one of enthusiasm 
and thoughtfulness,” he says.
 The idea of the book club is to promote 
literacy and to make reading not a chore 
for the Lower Schoolers but rather a lei-
sure activity. During the monthly club 
meetings, the Book Club will split the 
students into three groups according to 
similarities in reading levels: Kinder-
garten, Pre-First, and 1st Grade will be 
together; 2nd and 3rd grades will be in 
another section, and the last group will 
be comprised of 4th and 5th graders.
 The Book Club will be optional, after 
school hours, and will include a meal. The 
upperclassmen will propose intriguing 
questions, facilitate small group discus-
sions, and, best of all, interact with the 
youngest division at Gilman. John hopes 
that the bonds formed during Book Club 
“will extend far into the future.”

If you are interested in being a dedicated 
volunteer in this project, please contact 
John Lee at jelee@students.gilman.edu.

by Alex bAumAn

Adam Aist (‘14) reads to Elijah Brijbasi (‘23). Photo by Zach Pollack

Jordan Yaffe Hosts
Dunks for Diabetes

by ben murphy

 Jordan Yaffe (’17) hosted the third 
annual Dunks for Diabetes three-on-
three basketball tournament on Saturday, 
February 22, in the Old Gym.  In seventh 
grade, Jordan started Dunks for Diabetes 
as his Bar Mitzvah project to honor Dr. 
Fred Brancati, his neighbor and Director 
of General Internal Medicine at Hopkins 
School of Medicine, by donating to the 
American Diabetes Association (ADA).
 Dr. Brancati, a well recognized expert 
in the field of epidemiology and preven-
tion of type-2 diabetes, died in May of 
2013 of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. The 
volunteers, participants, and their fami-
lies also had the pleasure of listening to 
Dr. Nisa Maruthur, a former coworker of 
Dr. Brancati at Johns Hopkins, speak on 
diabetes - her field of expertise.
 The “Rainmakers,” comprised of 
eighth graders Patrick Linehan, Doug 

Godine, and Grant Matthews won the 
Middle School tournament, while “Dutch 
and the Ladies,” composed of Gilman 
student Dutch Furlong (‘18), RPCS stu-
dent Marsie Salvatori (‘17) and St. Paul’s 
student Sophie Furlong (‘17), was the 
runner-up. In the High School bracket, 
St. Paul’s freshmen Alex Beese, Jackson 
Woodward, and Kyle DiPietro’s “Squad” 
took first prize, seconded by “Cookies and 
Kareem,” a team that included Gilman 
students Matt Tomaselli and Clayton 
Hebert, Rhane Jones of St. Paul’s, and 
Will Little of McDonogh.
 The event had many great raffle prizes, 
including a John Harbaugh-signed Super 
Bowl photo, Ray Rice-signed hat, Rice 
authentic Ravens jersey, and free workout 
session at Sweat Performance. All the 
proceeds, of course, went to the American 
Diabetes Association. All in all, Dunks for 
Diabetes was a huge success, raising over 
$3,000 for the ADA.

 As the third quarter nears its end, 
the 2014 House Cup is officially under-
way, providing a way for students to 
take their minds off the stresses of 
school. During an assembly at the end 
of February, a video of the freshman 
draft, which also revealed this year’s 
team captains, was released. The 
freshman not featured in the draft 
were randomly assigned to teams, in 
an effort to prevent one team from 
having an unfair advantage over the 
others. Two events, tug of war and a 

hot-wing eating contest, have taken 
place so far, but many more events 
are in the works, such as “minute to 
win it” contests, Horcrux hunts, and 
a possible trivia game with faculty 
involvement. The culminating day of 
the House Cup in May will include 
several events, potentially includ-
ing the water balloon launch men-
tioned when the 2014 House Cup was 
announced. Currently, the standings 
are: Hoppers 20, Hounds 10, Buzz 5, 
Hufflepuff 4.

House Cup Heats Up
by Tobin bromberg Photos on page 4
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Editorial: “Snapbacks, Pastel Shorts, and Lax Pinnies”: Bro Culture 
by JAson moscow

 In a sport that requires self-evident 
athletic ability, finesse, and physicality, 
lacrosse is often overshadowed by what 
many refer to as “bro culture.” The ori-
gins of this culture lie in the sport’s most 
common practitioners: white males from 
the northeast.  
 Perhaps, in an attempt to introduce 
a new type of “swag” that caters more 
towards, well, white people, lacrosse 
became a culture of flat-brim hats, raging 
flow, and ripping twine.  In fact, the sport 
even has its own language.  Lax means 
lacrosse; flow means hair; twine means 
net; spoon means stick.
 When asked to elaborate on bro cul-
ture, varsity lacrosse defender, Aaron 
Carroll (’14), commented, “I think of 
snapbacks, pastel shorts, and lax pinnies.  
I don’t want to say toolish, but yeah, bro 
culture is pretty toolish.” Carroll went 
on to explain that “the typical lax bro” 
walks around with a certain swagger that 
can appear to be a “sense of arrogance 
or entitlement.” When asked why, Aaron 
responded, “It just seems to be a part of 
the culture”. 
 It’s feasible to say that the demeanor of 
“lax bros” stems mostly from the adver-
tising of the most prominent lacrosse 
companies, like Brine, Warrior, and 
Maverick.  Brine depicts a cartoon of a 
king wearing a crown in every single one 
of their lacrosse advertisements.  If that 
does not foster vanity, then what does?
 There are, however, many more 
lacrosse players than lax bros, and it is 

Editorial: Standing Up for Senior 
Speeches

 Standing ovation.  Let that phrase seep 
through your brain cells for a moment.  
See the rapt expressions painted on the 
crowd.  Feel as those two words, together, 
bring air into your lungs and straighten 
your spine. Standing. Ovation.
 The origins of the standing ovation lie 
in the celebration of returning Roman 
commanders from battle.  As they entered 
the city, military leaders would be greeted 
by a standing ovation, a celebration of 
their bravery, skill, and strength.  In 
modern times, this phrase for sustained 
acclaim has been transferred to perfor-
mances in the civil circuit.
 In recent years, it has become a tradi-
tion for the vast majority of the audito-
rium to rise in praise at the conclusion 
of a senior speech.  As a freshman, I 
remember this phenomenon developing, 
evolving from standing ovations for only 
a select few senior speakers to routine 
standing ovations for all senior speakers. 
 This happened after a spate of rather 
fine speeches, where many in the audi-
ence became so accustomed to standing 
up that they no longer felt comfortable 
staying seated during applause. The root 
cause of the discomfort associated with 
this trend is the disparity between our 
vision of an ovation-worthy speech and 
what we take in from the stage.
 This supposed devaluation of the 
standing ovation stems from the high 
standard we hold behind the usage of the 
standing ovation. Senior Robert Wilhelm 
did see a valid point behind the overuse 
of the standing ovation, but he also 
noted the fellowship shared in the Upper 
School, and the senior class in particular, 
which prompts us to stand for something 
other than just the quality of the speech.

by briAn choo

 Math teacher Mr. Ford, an experi-
enced participant in the performing arts, 
pointed me to a peculiar phenomenon in 
the Baltimore area, called the “Baltimore 
Stand.”  This standing ovation, suppos-
edly endemic to Baltimore, highlights 
a pattern of standing ovations that cor-
relate more closely to the reputation of a 
speaker or performer than to the actual 
quality of their performance.
 One could say that senior speeches are 
symptomatic of the “Baltimore Stand.”  
But there is something inherently more 
meaningful within them that brings the 
Upper School to its feet.  Like so many 
other rituals and activities throughout 
the year, senior speeches are celebrations 
of the accomplishments of individuals in 
the senior class, as well as the senior class 
as a whole. 
 It takes courage for one to stand up in 
front of all of his classmates, teachers, 
friends and strangers and deliver a formal 
speech. Senior Greg Alspaugh notes, “The 
standing ovation in senior speeches has 
become an appreciation of the senior for 
having the guts to give the speech, rather 
than the content behind it.”
 Indeed, the self-imposed vulnerability 
resulting from a senior speech merits a 
hearty congratulations.  It is one thing to 
speak in front of a regular crowd, but it is 
a very different thing to do so in front of a 
community with which one is intimately 
acquainted.  
 In this light, we must consider the 
standing ovation as a form of celebration. 
Within a senior speech, seniors, Gilman’s 
student leaders, present themselves tri-
umphantly in front of the school that has 
become such a large part of their lives.  
And for that, we stand.

 Even as the game continues to expand 
across the country, the overwhelming 
number of white legs racing down the 
field has remained the same.  Allegedly, 
the elitist perception of bro culture has 
shied other races away from the game.  
Carroll, who, by the way, is one of the 
few black lacrosse players at Gilman, 
remarked, “It’s the kind of sport that you 
are born into, and this particular sport 
is much more prevalent in white com-
munities.  The only reason I got into it 
is because of my white friends who were 
pretty much born into it themselves.”  
He went on to describe the positive steps 

important to recognize the difference.  
Lax bros approach life the same way they 
approach a behind the back  shot: flashy 
and a little bit obnoxious, but undeni-
ably cool.  In addition, lacrosse players 
enjoy the exhilaration stemming from 
the game on the field but do not take the 
same approach to everyday life.  
 Fewer and fewer players nowadays 
actually conform to what bro culture 
would call a “typical lax bro.” There is 
still a lot of “flow” on the varsity lacrosse 
team at Gilman; that being said, the 
sense of arrogance and entitlement that 
the term “lax bro” implies is increasingly 
less common among lacrosse players in 
general.
 Another interesting characteristic of 
lacrosse is the underwhelming diversity.  
According to a student-athlete ethnicity 
report conducted by the NCAA in 2010, 
1.9% of all Division I collegiate lacrosse 
players are black.  There is no athletic 
advantage to being any particular race, 
so why is this?  
 Perhaps, the culture of the game 
just caters more towards white people.  
Lacrosse is a generational sport, wherein 
fathers play the sport, love the sport, and 
naturally pass the pastime onto their 
children.  
 Interestingly, lacrosse was first devel-
oped and played by Native Americans.  
Way back when, for some inexplicable 
reason, the popularity of the sport shifted 
dramatically from Native Americans to 
Caucasian Americans, and it has stayed 
that way ever since.  

being taken to increase the game’s diver-
sity: “There are a lot of programs that try 
to introduce lacrosse to predominantly 
black communities, particularly in inner-
city Baltimore.”
 With Baltimore being the lacrosse 
capital of the world, bro culture is more 
prevalent here than anywhere else, but 
for all intents and purposes, the culture 
of lacrosse is still undefined. The sport 
is expanding rapidly, making it very sus-
ceptible to change.  Lacrosse will change 
with the times of the people who play it.  
Flow today could be dreads tomorrow.

Mock Trial meets at a weekend practice. Photo courtesy of Angad Uppal.
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Don’t Talk Dirty to Me:
Winter Dance Cancelled

 Toward the end of the Paragon Assem-
bly, an announcement was made for the 
Winter dance. A short reading of a “last 
minute addition” to Paragon was followed 
by a choreographed song and dance by 
some of the seniors. Although much time 
and effort went into the skit’s prepara-
tion, the faculty thought it appropriate 
to cancel the dance due to the level of 
inappropriateness that was brought on 
by the dance. 
 Due to a lack of communication 
between Mrs. Turner and student body 
president Tyler Wakefield, the adminis-
tration expected a completely different 
announcement at assembly. After the 
fall dance, Mrs. Turner thought she had 
been very clear with what she wanted: no 
inappropriate song or dance, but rather 
a straightforward introduction to a fun 
night in February.
 The dance was, as Tyler admitted, “a 
little bit sexual, however many types of 
dances can be seen as sexual. The dance 
wasn’t atrocious or anything.” Conversely, 

when Mrs. Turner was asked what she 
thought, she remarked, “The lyrics in the 
song, and also the dancing, were sexual in 
a nature and inappropriate for an assem-
bly.”
 After Mrs. Turner was asked if she 
thought that the punishment was fair, she 
said, “I thought it was a fair and appropri-
ate decision for the actions of these boys.” 
Tyler had a different response, stating 
“No, I don’t think it was a fitting reaction 
for what happened, but I don’t see it as a 
punishment. Dances are a privilege, and 
they merely took away a privilege.” 
 Although Tyler didn’t agree with the 
punishment, he conceded, “[It was] not 
100% appropriate but I think it was 
more appropriate than some people took 
it… I wanted it to be like the fall dance 
announcement, but I guess it wasn’t.”
 When asked about the dance for next 
year, Mr. Heubeck said, “There will be a 
discussion early next year. But I am not 
sure yet.”

 During a fifth period in late Febru-
ary, ten Upper Schoolers accompanied 
Ms. Fuller, Director of Libraries, to Mrs. 
Heegan’s classroom in the Lower School 
to read classic Dr. Seuss stories in honor 
of his 110th birthday. Sporting their 
‘Cat in the Hat’ style hats, each Upper 
School student was paired with one or 
two third graders to read Seuss stories, 
including: Did I Ever Tell You How Lucky 
You Are?, The Butter Battle Book, Yertle 
the Turtle, and Oh, the Places You’ll Go!  
Readings were not limited to the work 
of Dr. Seuss, as the Upper Schoolers 
also enthusiastically read the Norse and 
Greek Myths, a third grade favorite this 
year.  After some stories had been read, 
the students, young and old, began to 
build new friendships. The pairs searched 
for a quiet place to relax with books and 
board games. Many found hallways, bean 
bags, and even a dry bench in the midst 
of snow-covered ground. Once the boys 
were comfortable, more reading began, 
followed by rounds of board games like 

Young and Old Share a 
Moment With Dr. Seuss

by conrAd clemensby mATT TomAselli

chess, Would You Rather?, Candy Land, 
and Connect Four.  
 Citing the event as “another way to 
bring the Upper and Lower Schools 
together,” Ms. Fuller added, “when Upper 

Op Ed: Peaceful Protest is 
No Protest at All

 “Congress shall make no law respect-
ing … the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble” (U.S. Const. Amend. I)… 
Upon ratification of the United States 
Constitution in 1787, the framers entitled 
American citizens with the right to peace-
ful protest. In other words, the writers 
entitled the people with the right not to 
have any sort of influence over legisla-
tion unless they themselves were elected 
officials. Although I am not an advocate 
of violence, I am pointing out that, his-
torically, violent protest has been more 
beneficial than peaceful protest. The idea 
that violent protest is more effective has 
become particularly relevant with the 
Ukrainian conflict. History had high-
lighted one thing about protest: change 
is not enacted without some form of 
violence.
 Although this is a bold and not always 
accurate thesis, there are many cases 
both in the United States and abroad 
that support this statement. One example 
is the Arab Spring, a series of civilian 
revolts in Middle Eastern countries with 
tyrannical governments. These countries 
included Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Syria, and 
Yemen, with similar revolutions occur-
ring in other Middle Eastern African 
countries.
 The most prominent Arab Spring 
revolt was the violent overthrow of the 
Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi. Anti-
government protests began in February 
15, 2011, culminating in the overthrow 
of the government on August 23 and 
the death of Gaddafi on October 20. It 
took a civil war and the violent takeover 
of Tripoli before change became pos-
sible. Without the violence of the Libyan 
citizens, the “Mad Dog” would still be in 
power.
 Although the Libyan conflict is wind-
ing down, another violent revolution is 
occurring right now in Ukraine. The con-
flict began in November when the coun-
try’s government ended a beneficial trade 

by AAron sluTKin

program with the European Union. This 
sparked protests, which led to a “brutal 
raid on student protesters” (BBC News). 
No total death toll is available, however, 
the Ukrainian Health Ministry released 
a statement on February 20th claiming 
77 dead and 600 wounded in forty-eight 
hours. The protesters’ efforts became 
successful on February 22nd, when the 
Ukrainian parliament voted to remove 
the president from power. Clearly, violent 
revolt was key for the Ukrainian citizen’s 
victory.
 It is true that there are non-violent 
movements that have succeeded in his-
tory, however, most movements could 
not have accomplished much without 
some form of violence. One example of 
this is the American Civil Right move-
ment. Although the movement’s most 
influential leader was Martin Luther King 
Jr., an advocate of nonviolence, there was 
bloodshed associated with the movement. 
The aggressors in this case however, were 
the whites in favor of segregation and 
institutionalized oppression of blacks. 
The aggression came to a head during 
the KKK’s bombing of the Alabama 16th 
Street Baptist Church that took the lives 
of four black girls, only eighteen days 
after the “I Have a Dream” speech. In 
the aftermath of this tragedy, support for 
the Civil Rights movement grew, culmi-
nating with the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
Although it is arguable that the ends (four 
dead children) did not justify the means, 
violence was a catalyst for a victory for 
African Americans.
 John F. Kennedy once said, “If you 
make peaceful revolution impossible, 
you make violent revolution inevitable.” 
In a perfect world there neither would 
be anything to protest, nor would there 
be violence. However, ours is no perfect 
world because there is always injustice 
to be dealt with, and unfortunately, vio-
lence is a natural part of human instinct. 
Because of this, violence is a necessity for 
change and reform, as history has sadly 

Mickey Baroody (‘17) reads to Jason Sutton (‘23). Photo by Zach Pollack

Mock Trial Season in Full Swing
by briAn choo

 The start of a new year coincided with 
the launch of a fresh season of competi-
tion for Gilman’s Mock Trial team. Under 
the tutelage of Mr. Houston and coaches 
Jennifer Aist and Jim Sorenson, both 
public defenders, Gilman Mock Trial 
hopes to defend its title as Baltimore 
City champions. Senior members on the 
team are Adam Aist, Gabe Donner, Timur 
Guler, Tejas Mavanur, Richard Shin, 
Angad Uppal, and Akhil Uppalapati.
 Mock Trial competes in the Baltimore 
City district, also known as Circuit 8, 
alongside Archbishop Curley, Baltimore 
City College, Boys’ Latin, Bryn Mawr, 
and Friends School. As its name implies, 
the Mock Trial team participates in a 
mock trial, playing the role of either the 
defendants or plaintiffs in a given case. 
In each match, the two competing teams 
are randomly assigned the roles of either 
plaintiff or defense. The assignment 
determines which half of the team will 
compete in the match. This year, the case 
revolves around a (fictional) plaintiff, 
lacrosse player Chris Walken Williams, 
and security guards, the defendants. 
Williams had gone to a concert at Swarth-
more Pavilion, where he crowd-surfed too 
closely to the stage. At some time when 
security guards escorted him out of the 
pavilion, his neck was broken. Williams 
is trying to recover medical costs related 
to his care.

 The 2014 regular season for Mock Trial 
ran from January through February and 
involved five matches against schools in 
the district. Mock Trial began weekly 
Sunday afternoon rehearsals in early 
January to prepare for their matches. 
Mrs. Aist and Mr. Sorenson familiarized 
the team with judicial processes during 
these rehearsals. Adam Aist notes, “A 
large part of Mock Trial is being able to 
think on your feet while sticking to the 
script in the casebook. It’s like a debate 
with boundaries and a script.”
 In a Mock Trial match, each team of 
six brings three lawyers and three wit-
nesses. The lawyers give opening and 
closing statements and cross-examine 
the witnesses from the other team. In 
addition to the six seniors on the team, a 
few juniors and underclassmen are part 
of the team. Those not part of the six in 
either prosecution or defense also con-
tribute during practices, but Mr. Houston 
notes that, “There aren’t enough people 
for a ‘junior varsity’ squad, although it’s 
something we hope to implement in the 
future.”
 As of the time of going to print, Gilman 
will be entering the district playoffs with 
a record of 3 wins and 2 losses, placing 
them as the third seed. Look forward to 
the annual Mock Trial assembly, and keep 
watch for the team as they compete in the 
district playoffs.

“ ”
When Upper Schoolers 
go over to the Lower 
School, it is like a celeb-
rity sighting.
       -Ms. Fuller

Schoolers go over to the Lower School, 
it is like a celebrity sighting.”  After the 
dice were rolled and pieces were put 
away, conversation helped further the 
new friendships between the Upper and 
Lower School students. When asked 
about what the reading meant to him, 
Philip Kwon (‘14) said, “As a twelve year 
man, it felt great to give back to the com-
munity and it was cool to see the guys 
growing up.”
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We are independent. Although we are 
financially supported by Gilman School, 
we are a student organization, run by stu-
dents from the Gilman Upper School with 
the advice and supervision of designated 
faculty members.

What is printed in the Gilman News 
should not be regarded as representing 
the official voice of the Gilman adminis-
tration or faculty. Conversely, in making 
editorial decisions and developing edito-
rial theses, we are not beholden to the 
majority opinions of the Upper School 
student body.

We maintain a constructive outlook. We 
aim to temper our independence with 
good judgment.

We are committed to making Gilman the 
best school community it can be. In our 
editorials, we often criticize aspects of 
our school.  The fact that we publish in 
the first place is in itself a testament to 
our commitment to Gilman.

We are committed to covering news of 
immediate interest to the Gilman com-
munity. 

We are committed to accuracy and fair-
ness in reporting. Respecting journalis-
tic principles is always our priority. We 
hope you will recognize, however, that 
as a paper run by full-time students, we 
regard our work as a learning experience.

We are committed to raising awareness of 
outside issues within the greater Gilman 
community. Specifically, we seek to cover 
news on a local, national, and interna-
tional level. 

Please feel free to contact us via email 
(thegilmannews@gmail.com), speak 
with us in person, or post on our bulletin 
board in the Fenimore Library if you have 
any questions or concerns. We invite all 
Gilman Upper School students to join our 
staff; you can find us in the Publications 
Lab during fifth period on even days.

What You Can Expect From the Gilman 
News: A Statement of Principles

 The editors of the Gilman News would like to offer a brief statement of what we 
believe to be our role, our principles, and our goals as an organization of journal-
ists within the Gilman community.

From the editors:
Dear Editor:

 I found the article in the most recent 
edition of the Gilman News entitled 
"Extracurriculars Over Classes" inaccu-
rate and lacking in a basic understanding 
of the mission and traditions of Gilman 
School.  On the most fundamental level, 
speaking for athletics, athletics are co-
curricular at Gilman, not extra-curric-
ular! "Athletic participation is the last 
class of the day."  At Gilman, all students 
are athletes, and all athletes are students 
(the success of  boys in both areas will 
certainly vary, but that does not change 
the definition of their status as Gilman 
boys).  We have mandatory academics 
and athletics for all students, grades K 
through 12. This is part of our essence 
as a school. Separating athletics from 
academics is like separating "Gil" from 
"man." This has not changed since the 
School's inception in 1897.  A reading of 
Gilman Walls Will Echo by Brad Jacobs 
'38 and Gilman Voices edited by Patrick 
Smithwick '69 would be edifying on the 
this topic.
 While my opinion does not represent 
all, I feel that my forty-three year associa-
tion with Gilman, in various capacities, 
gives me some insight into what a Gilman 
education represents. I was very disap-
pointed with the bias represented in the 
article. Implied was the denigration of the 
athletic dismissal system in place and the 
adults who are tasked with implementing 
it. Great care and concern are taken by 
administrative people in both the Finney 
Center and Carey Hall to ensure that stu-
dents meet their obligations in all facets 
of their school life.

 Dismissal times are based on a number 
of factors (class obligations, transporta-
tion availability, medical and safe prepa-
ration, dictates of the host school/site, 
etc.) Decisions are not made in a vacuum 
or frivolously.  One factor affects another.  
Not only was there no indication in your 
article that there might be a reasonable, 
educationally sound explanation to the 
dismissal times issue, but there was no 
attempt to even seek a viable explana-
tion from any of the decision-makers 
involved!! The only explanations offered 
by the article were the alleged, "mon-
strosities that should not be allowed in 
this school" and the accusations of the 
dismissal times as being "clearly outra-
geous and unnecessary." Those explana-
tions are opinion, not factual. If the News 
is going to print an article for the edifica-
tion of the community (this was printed 
as an article, not an editorial, or at least 
there was no designation presented), 
should not the News take the responsibil-
ity for printing an accurate and unbiased 
account of the issue(s) at hand from all 
sides? Isn't that sound, scholarly inves-
tigation and research? Isn't education 
about the journey to seek the truth?
 Even outside of the inaccuracies 
printed, I find this type of public journal-
ism in a secondary school setting to be 
troubling and unproductive. Certainly, at 
its core, it does not build community, one 
of the TRUE traditions of Gilman School!

Timothy Holley, Jr. '77
Director of Athletics
Gilman School

Letter to the editor:

 Recent shortcomings in the realm of 
officiating have allowed my grievances 
with referees in sports to resurface.  The 
fact is that officials are part of sporting 
events to provide order and structure to 
the match at hand.  Simply put, they are 
intended to enhance the experience for 
both fans and players.  Therefore, it is 
truly disheartening when officials take 
away from the truly mystical sports game 
experience.  The most classic officiat-
ing travesty occurred in the memorable 
Tigers-Indians game in June, 2010, when 
Detroit pitcher Armando Galarraga 
retired the first twenty-six batters he 
faced. With Galarraga on the verge of an 
extremely rare perfect game, a sure treat 
for all involved in the match, umpire Jim 
Joyce incorrectly ruled that Cleveland 
Indians’ batter Jason Donald reached 
first base safely. Joyce’s poor officiating 
utterly spoiled an amazing feat in the 
sports world, despite Galarraga’s ironic 
claim after the game that “Nobody’s 
perfect.”
 In mid-February of 2014, I was greatly 
disturbed and frustrated by NCA A 
basketball referees’ mishandling of the 
video-replay system.  While I was trying 
to enjoy a classic Maryland-Duke rivalry 
game, the officiating made it almost 
impossible to appreciate the late-game 
atmosphere.  Maryland was trying to 
pull off the dramatic upset and keep their 
March Madness Tournament hopes alive; 
Duke, on the other hand, was seeking to 
avoid an embarrassing upset loss in front 
of its hometown fans, the “Cameron Cra-
zies.”  Twice in the dwindling minutes of 
the game, the referees went to the replay 

booth to determine which team deserved 
possession after an out-of-bounds call.  
Unfortunately, the required stoppage 
of play completely destroyed the loud, 
exciting, suspenseful atmosphere inside 
Cameron Indoor Stadium.  I realized 
after the game that, on account of these 
repeated interruptions, I had just spent 
twenty-five minutes watching the final 
ninety seconds of a basketball game!  It 
is a shame that officiating can delay – and 
in some cases, ruin – the very tension 
and excitement that I love about the final 
minutes of sports games.
 Despite the unwavering criticism that 
referees endure from players, coaches, 
and fans on a daily basis, the 2012 NFL 
season taught the sports world that its 
officials deserve better treatment.  The 
NFL’s referees prolonged their labor 
strike into the actual 2012 campaign, 
requiring the use of “replacement offi-
cials” until the end of the wage-based 
lockout. Referee-related grievances esca-
lated after the Packers-Seahawks Monday 
night game in late September.  Although 
players and fans often blame the referees 
for their team’s defeat, this hallmark 
ending to an otherwise average game 
was an instance in which the officials 
literally lost the game for the Packers. 
In short, the officials blew a last-second 
interception call and altered the outcome 
of the game by awarding a touchdown 
to the Seahawks. The NFL community 
quickly learned to appreciate its original 
referees for their relative consistency and 
poise. Thus, although the officiating in 
the sports world will never be perfect, it 
could perhaps get much worse, as made 
clear by the abominable performances of 
the “replacement officials.”

 Greatest Problems in American 
Sports: Final Installment

by spencer morris

 Even after the somewhat satisfying 
thrashing of today’s athletic industry, 
the instances mentioned in this series 
of installments are a mere fraction of 
the devastating cheats, lies, and under-
the-table deals that have permeated 
sports over the last few decades. Many 
of the sports world’s all-time greats have 
ruined their reputations in the midst 
of their misdeeds.  Role models such 
as Lance Armstrong, Joe Paterno, and 

Tiger Woods will never be viewed with 
the same awe and glory as they once 
were. Unless changes are made to prevent 
further unethical acts amongst players, 
fans, and coaches, the “amazing” world 
of sports will continue to lose its glam-
our until America starts searching for 
another source of entertainment.

The house 
Cup heaTs 

up – and 
eaTs up 
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Stephen Spanellis (‘16, 
above) wins the eating 
contest, netting 8 points 
for the Hoppers. Anto-
nio Dicerbo (‘17, right)
chews his way to sec-
ond place and 4 points 
for the Hounds. Ian 
Churchill of Buzz (‘14, 
not pictured) finished 
third for 2 tasty points.


