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Bond,  President Bond

	 The	Class	of	2018	is	now	officially	part	
of	 the	Gilman	Upper	 School	 Student	
Council.	While	sophomores	and	juniors	
prepared	 for	 the	PSAT,	 the	 freshmen	
class	 held	 several	 form	meetings	 to	
determine	who	would	 represent	 them	
throughout	the	upcoming	school	year.	
	 James	 Piper	 Bond,	 who	 came	 to	
Gilman	 this	 year	 from	Roland	 Park	
Middle	 School,	will	 head	 the	Class	 of	
2018	this	year,	followed	by	Will	Westra	
as	Vice	President,	and	Connor	Mitchell	as	
the	Secretary/Treasurer.	Bond	is	making	
history,	as	Gilman	has	not	seen	a	student	
new	to	Gilman	elected	president	of	their	
class	for	as	long	as	many	long-time	fac-
ulty	members	can	remember.	
	 Leading	 up	 to	 the	 election,	 each	
presidential	candidate	had	to	prepare	the	
usual	90	second	speech.	Most	contend-
ers	 offered	 their	 views	on	 community	
service,	 student	 organized	 events	 and	
the	 importance	of	accomplishing	 short	
term	and	long	term	projects	throughout	
the	year.
	 According	 to	Freshman	Form	Chair	
Mr.	Timothy	Lauer,	eight	candidates	ran	
for	 the	big	 chair	with	 a	 large	 range	of	
ideas	and	opinions.	Dennis	Khranovich’s	

	 Three	years	ago,	Gilman	launched	the	
‘Device	of	Choice’	program	to	push	the	
school	 to	 the	 forefront	of	 technological	
advancement	and	help	 students	utilize	
technology	in	all	their	classes.	The	pro-
gram	 covers	 both	 on	 and	 off-campus	
classes,	which	has	not	been	a	problem	
as	 both	 sister	 schools	 have	willingly	
adjusted	 alongside	Gilman	 to	 technol-
ogy’s	 place	 in	 the	 classroom.	 In	 fact,	
Bryn	Mawr	Schol	(BMS)	and	the	Roland	
Park	Country	School	(RPCS)	both	seem	
to	have	been	more	liberal	in	their	use	of	
technology.	A	quick	look	on	RPCS’s	web-
site	states	that	RPCS	has	had	a	personal	
student	 laptop	program	since	 the	 turn	
of	the	millennium,	a	substantial	11	year	
advantage	 on	Gilman’s	 own	program.	
Turn	to	Bryn	Mawr’s	website	where	the	
site	notes	 that	 students	 frequently	use	
personal	assigned	iPads	in	Kindergarten	
through	4th	grade,	followed	by	a	transi-
tion	year	in	5th	grade	with	a	Mac	laptop	
stored	at	school.	Finally,	the	girls	enter	
school	with	personal	laptops	in	6th	grade,	
three	years	before	the	Gilman	boys.	
	 Gilman	isn’t	actually	on	the	forefront	
of	technological	experimentation.	In	fact,	
it	wouldn’t	be	so	rash	to	say	that	we	are	
slow	on	our	adoption	of	technology	into	
the	 school’s	 program.	However,	 speed	
only	counts	for	half	the	battle.	Compared	
to	the	other	schools,	how	does	our	tech-
nology	fare?
	 Sam	 Jesner	 (BMS	 ’16)	 offered	 the	
following	 regarding	BMS’s	 technology,	

platform	stressed	his	soccer	connections	
to	 upperclassmen,	while	Will	Westra	
stressed	 the	 importance	of	putting	 the	
“fun”	back	in	“fundraising.”
	 Piper	 seemed	 to	be	very	excited	and	
optimistic	about	his	new	position.	Similar	
to	what	he	said	in	his	speech,	Piper	plans	
to	focus	on	kickstarting	his	class	on	their	
community	service.	By	working	with	his	
father,	President	of	the	Living	Classrooms	
Foundation,	Piper	wants	to	stop	the	stan-
dard	procrastination	 that	 occurs	with	
many	Gilman	students	when	it	comes	to	
the	community	service	requirements.	He	
did	not	offer	further	suggestions	regard-
ing	his	plans	for	the	upcoming	year.	
	 After	the	ballots	were	counted,	most	
students	were	optimistic	 about	Piper’s	
potential	as	class	president.	“I	think	Piper	
will	be	a	good	leader	based	on	the	values	
he	has	as	a	classmate,”	said	Owen	Dunn	
(‘18).	Many	were	comforted	by	how	the	
student	who	would	be	representing	their	
class	was	approachable	as	just	a	normal	
kid.	Despite	Piper’s	being	new,	many	of	
the	students	of	the	Class	of	2018	seemed	
faithful	in	Piper’s	abilities.	
	 Inside	 and	 outside	 the	 classroom,	
Piper’s	strong	leadership	and	sympathetic	
personality	makes	him	an	ideal	president	
for	this	upcoming	school	year.

“Compared	to	the	other	schools,	we	don’t	
have	 anything	 blocked,	 our	 Internet	
is	almost	always	up,	and	we	have	a	3D	
printer.”	When	 she	heard	 that	Gilman	
also	had	acquired	a	3D	printer,	Camilla	
Bendetti	(BMS	’16)	explained	that	there	
was	a	 club	dedicated	 to	using	 their	3D	
printer,	 something	Gilman	 is	 lacking.	
Also,	while	Gilman	blocks	several	major	
websites	 (including	Youtube,	Facebook,	
and	any	gaming	websites),	the	notion	of	a	
firewall	seems	questionable	since	it	ends	
at	Bryn	Mawr,	where	a	significant	number	
of	students	go	daily.	When	I	asked	Nora	
Feinberg	 (RPCS	 ’16)	about	 the	 technol-
ogy	at	RPCS,	she	said	that	they	“blocked	
certain	websites,	 like	 social	media,”	
adding	that	RPCS	required	students	to	all	
purchase	the	same	computer	model.	She	
also	mentioned	 that	 the	RPCS	printing	
system,	 “rarely	works.”	Gilman	student	
Joe	 Sakai	 (‘16)	 stated,	 “I	 prefer	RPCS	
Internet.	Gilman	Internet	can	be	unreli-
able,	and	 I	haven’t	had	many	problems	
at	RPCS.”	 It	 appears	 that	Bryn	Mawr	
leads	the	pack	in	terms	of	technological	
supremacy	with	Gilman	and	Roland	Park	
tying	for	a	distant	second.
								With	this	knowledge,	one	must	ask,	
how	did	we	 fall	 this	 far	 behind?	Sure,	
among	the	three	schools	our	technology	
is	debatebly	not	the	worst,	but	one	of	the	
Gilman	Five	values	is	excellence,	and	we	
can	hardly	 call	 our	 technological	pace	
or	 quality	 excellent.	We	may	be	 three	
schools	 that	work	 in	unison,	but	 there	
is	clearly	a	technological	gap	among	the	
schools.

	 Let’s	 be	 honest—nowadays,	more	
people	focus	on	how	many	touchdowns	
their	 fantasy	 football	 wide	 receiver	
catches,	than	if	their	favorite	NFL	team	
ends	up	winning	their	game.	Before	any-
thing	resembling	fantasy	football	existed,	
people	harbored	undying	loyalty	to	their	
teams.		This	zeal	seems	to	be	missing	in	
today’s	world.	Although	Joe	Flacco’s	stats	
can	be	the	difference	between	a	jubilant	
victory	 and	 a	 heartbreaking	defeat,	 a	
single	player’s	 performance	has	never	
been	more	 significant.	Because	 of	 the	
rise	of	 fantasy	 football,	players	are	not	
judged	by	a	contribution	to	a	team	win,	
but	rather	they	are	rated	and	ranked	by	
their	weekly	statline.	
	 One	detrimental	effect	fantasy	football	
has	on	the	NFL	is	its	misguided	determi-
nation	of	a	player’s	value.	Looking	at	the	
fantasy	points	accrued	over	eight	weeks	
by	NFL	receivers,	Atlanta’s	Julio	Jones	
has	earned	84	 fantasy	points,	whereas	
Dallas’	Dez	Bryant	has	amassed	83.	By	
the	numbers,	 Jones	has	 a	 slight	 edge.	
However,	numbers	can	be	deceiving,	and	
when	you	 look	beyond	 them,	 the	 story	
changes.	After	Week	8,	 Jones’	Falcons	
were	2-6	and	in	third	place	in	the	NFC	
South,	a	division	with	an	average	win-
loss	percentage	of	.315.	Meanwhile,	Bry-
ant’s	Cowboys	head	into	Week	9	leading	
the	NFC	East—a	division	with	an	average	

win-loss	percentage	of	 .657.	Looking	at	
the	greater	picture,	the	question	changes:	
who	is	more	valuable:	a	player	who	scores	
84	fantasy	points	but	contributes	to	two	
wins,	 or	one	who	 scores	83	points	but	
contributes	 to	 six	wins	 and	 the	NFL’s	
best	 record.	 By	 this	 judgement,	 it	 is	
clear	that	Dez	Bryant	is	a	more	valuable	
wideout	than	Julio	Jones.	Fantasy	foot-
ball	however	changes	the	meaning	of	the	
word	valuable	because	it	considers	only	
statistics.	
	 Fantasy	 football	 also	 greatly	 skews	
one’s	allegiance	to	a	team.	In	Week	1	of	
the	2014	NFL	season,	I	started	Bengals’	
Quarterback	Andy	Dalton,	so	naturally,	
any	positive	play	for	Dalton	was	a	posi-
tive	moment	 for	my	 very	 own	Kansas	
City	Whirlwind.	Cincinnati’s	red-headed	
wonder	had	a	solid	opening	game,	pass-
ing	for	300	yards	and	one	touchdown,	a	
performance	worth	 18	points.	Despite	
Dalton	having	an	above-average	 show-
ing,	 there	was	one	 slight	 complication:	
Cincy’s	Week	1	matchup	was	against	my	
Baltimore	Ravens.	So,	as	Dalton’s	threw	a	
77-yard	pass	that	would	decide	the	game	
against	my	favorite	team,	I,	in	a	moment	
of	weakness,	 cheered.	Even	as	 early	as	
Week	 1,	my	 fantasy	 football	 team	 took	
precedence	over	my	Baltimore	Ravens—a	
very	shameful	moment.	Fantasy	Football,	
in	all	of	its	glory,	has	a	massive	impact	on	
reality.

Fantasy	Football	Take-Over

by Spencer churchill & Will rende

by GuS Meny

by ThoMaS booker & aaron SluTkin

Tech	Between	Three	Schools

Newly elected freshmen president Piper Bond. Photo by Basil Apostolo
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To	Curve	or	Not	to	Curve?
 A	 few	 weeks	 ago,	 many	

sophomores	 experienced	
a	week	 of	 relentless	 test-
ing,	which	 could	 now	 be	
referred	 to	as	 ‘Test	Week’.		
Countless	sophomores	had	

tests	in	as	many	as	five	of	their	six	core	
classes,	including	three	tests	on	one	day	
for	 some.	This	 is	 certainly	not	 the	first	
time	 test	 clusters	 have	 overwhelmed	
students.	 	As	 the	 year	 goes	 along	 and	
ten-day	 cycles	 continue	 to	 pass,	 there	
always	seem	to	be	certain	weeks	in	which	
a	number	of	teachers	try	to	fit	their	last	
tests	in	before	the	end	of	a	quarter,	a	long	
break,	or	whatever	the	motive	may	be.	It	
is	not	just	the	sophomore	class	that	has	
experienced	 this	plethora	of	 tests	 in	 a	
very	short	amount	of	time.		With	all	these	
examinations	 frequently	 falling	on	 the	
same	week	and	even	the	same	day,	one	
question	 requires	answering:	Where	 is	
the	communication	among	the	teachers	
regarding	tests	and	other	major	assign-
ments?		
		The	faculty	currently	has	no	means	of	
communicating	 their	 class	 test	 dates.	
Without	 any	means	of	 communication	
in	regards	to	examinations,	students	are	
left	to	feel	the	consequences.	The	faculty,	
as	colleagues,	is	responsible	for	working	
coherently	and	as	a	whole	despite	 their	
respective	subject	divisions.	Five	tests	in	
one	week	are	simply	not	fair	to	students	
with	an	already	 inexorable	workload	at	
Gilman.	When	 the	 teachers	become	 in	
touch	with	 one	 another,	 convergence	
of	 tests	on	certain	days	and	weeks	can	
be	 completely	 eliminated,	 thus	 creat-
ing	a	more	harmonious	and	compatible	

environment	between	 the	students	and	
teachers.
	 To	be	 fair	 to	 the	 faculty,	 the	 student	
has	the	liberty	to	moderate	his	test	load	
when	it	may	become	too	heavy.	There	are	
currently	means	 in	place	 to	help	make	
a	workload	 in	 regards	 to	 tests	become	
more	manageable.	 	The	Student	Hand-
book	states	 that,	 “the	school	maintains	
a	test	policy	that	states	that	students	are	
required	to	take	no	more	than	two	tests	
on	one	day.	If	a	student	finds	that	he	has	
more	 than	 two	 tests	on	a	given	day,	he	
should	take	the	two	that	were	assigned	
first	and	coordinate	a	time	with	the	third	
teacher	for	a	makeup	date”	(Upper	School	
Handbook,	page	8).		Although	the	policy	
isn’t	very	well	known,	this	rule	 is	quite	
helpful	to	the	student	body,	and	students	
should	feel	free	to	take	advantage	of	this	
liberty.	 	 This	 prevents	 a	 student	 from	
having	a	trio	of	tests	on	one	day,	should	
he	so	choose	to	exercise	his	exemption.			
	 The	 student	 has	 a	 responsibility	 to	
communicate	with	his	teachers	when	he	
may	be	experiencing	a	surplus	of	tests	all	
at	once.	As	Gilman’s	faculty	always	says,	
‘the	teachers	are	here	to	help	you.’	This	
holds	especially	true	to	testing	and	test	
clusters.		Academic	Dean	Dr.	Ned	Harris	
says	“I	would	urge	students	just	generally	
to	approach	teachers	and	present	this	as	
one	human	being	to	another,	and	often	
I	think	teachers	are	pretty	understand-
ing	with	that.”		As	important	as	teacher	
communication	is,	the	students	must	do	
their	part	in	alerting	their	teachers	when	
they	may	find	themselves	having	a	mass	
of	tests.		
	 This	lack	of	test	coordination	among	
the	 faculty	 is	 clearly	 an	 issue,	 and	Dr.	

Teachers	Talk	Tests
by MaTT ToMaSelli

Say	you	get	 a	 test	back	 in	
Honors	 Physics	 and	 you	
receive	 a	 sixty-five	 per-
cent,	but	 then	Dr.	Salcedo	
informs	the	class	that	this	

test	proved	 to	be	particularly	hard	and	
there	was	a	ten	point	curve.	That	would	
probably	make	 you	 feel	 pretty	 good,	
knowing	that	you	passed	instead	of	failed	
all	because	of	a	curve.	
	 The	 term	 “curve”	 comes	 from	 the	
bell	curve,	which	is	used	in	statistics	to	
show	the	distribution	of	any	set	of	data.	
The	practice	of	test	curving,	scaling,	or	
adjusting	has	been	a	part	of	the	Gilman	
curriculum	for	as	long	one	can	remember.	
Alongside	 this	practice,	 there	has	been	
an	ongoing	debate	in	the	academic	world	
about	test	curving.	Test	curving	can	be	
a	useful	tool	for	teachers	to	analyze	and	
adjust	test	scores	if	needed.	
	 The	 amount	 of	 curving	 at	 Gilman	
heavily	depends	on	the	department.	On	
one	hand,	Mr.	Heubeck	added,	“I	think	
that	if	you	maybe	look	at	science	or	math	
there	might	be	a	 scaling	 component	 in	
their	grading,”	while	the	History	Depart-
ment	 tends	 to	 scale	 less.	Mr.	Heubeck,	
when	 asked	why	he	 thinks	 curving	 is	
an	 important	part	of	 teaching,	 replied,	
“Teachers	are	 trying	 to	 compensate	 for	
the	various	styles	that	kids	have.”	He	also	
noted	that	curving	is	important	because	
it	compensates	for	the	different	teaching	
styles	and	personalities	of	different	teach-
ers	 teaching	 the	 same	 course.	 In	 turn,	
trying	 to	provide	 every	 student	with	a	
similar	experience	in	the	same	course	no	
matter	the	teacher.	This	can	be	an	ongo-
ing	challenge	because	no	two	people	are	
the	same.	
	 With	 regard	 to	 his	 specific	 section	
of	European	Civilization,	Upper	School	
Head	Mr.	Heubeck	commented,	“I	try	to	
make	a	 test	 that’s	challenging,	but	also	
one	 that	 if	 you	have	done	any	amount	
of	 studying	or	preparation,	 you	 should	
understand.”	 This	means	 that	 if	 you	
create	the	correct	test,	a	curve	should	not	
be	needed,	but	 in	some	cases,	the	class	
as	 a	whole	 performs	poorly,	 therefore	
justifying	a	curve.	
	 Test	 scores	 are	not	 always	 adjusted	
equally,	 so	 students	who	normally	 test	

well	 receive	a	 smaller	bump	compared	
to	students	who	did	poorly.	On	the	other	
hand,	students	who	tend	to	struggle	with	
testing	generally	feel	grateful	since	they	
receive	 a	 larger	 grade	 inflation.	When	
asked	how	he	 felt	 about	 curving,	Matt	
Katz	 (‘17)	 stated,	 “I	 feel	 like	when	 the	
majority	of	a	class	does	not	do	well	on	an	
assignment,	a	curve	should	be	given.	This	
should	indicate	to	the	teacher	that	some-
where	along	in	the	unit	something	went	
wrong	and	the	class	deserves	a	curve.”	
	 In	higher	education,	curving,	or	grade	
inflation,	 as	 it	 is	 termed,	 is	 very	much	
a	part	 of	 the	 education	process.	 Since	
Gilman	 is	 a	 preparatory	 secondary	
school,	 its	 goal	 is	 to	 prepare	 students	
for	 this	aspect	of	 test	 taking.	Although	
it	 should	not	affect	how	one	 studies	or	
prepares	 for	 the	 test,	naturally	 it	 leads	
students	to	expect	to	see	a	curve	on	an	
exam.	This	could	potentially	lead	the	stu-
dent	to	not	study	as	hard	or	not	perform	
to	their	full	potential.	
	 Occasionally,	teachers	administer	the	
same	test	to	two	different	sections	and	the	
two	have	very	different	test	averages.	One	
class	could	only	need	a	six	point	curve	to	
raise	the	average	to	the	teacher’s	prefer-
ence	while	the	other	section	could	need	
a	fifteen	point	curve	to	raise	the	average	
to	the	level.	Students	in	the	section	that	
only	received	a	six	point	curve	would	be	
extremely	 frustrated	 to	know	 that	 they	
studied	 really	hard	but	only	 received	a	
small	curve	compared	to	the	other	sec-
tion.	Curving	is	definitely	not	the	perfect	
solution,	 but	 it	 is	 used	 to	 compensate	
for	the	differences	among	students	and	
teachers	alike.	But	is	this	fair	to	the	stu-
dents?
	 When	asked	about	how	he	sees	curving	
evolving,	Mr.	Heubeck,	 stated,	 “Going	
forward,	what	we	are	going	to	do	profes-
sionally,	as	a	faculty,	is	to	look	at	assess-
ments:	what	 kind	 are	we	 giving?	How	
frequently	 are	we	 giving	 them?...while	
we	can	look	at	the	curving	part,	the	real	
issue	 is	what	kind	of	 tests	 and	quizzes	
are	we	 giving.”	Although	 curving	 is	 a	
considerable	issue,	the	root	problem	lies	
in	 creating	better	assignments.	Rather,	
teachers	 should	not	 rely	 on	 a	 curve	 to	
help	 compensate	 for	 the	downfalls	and	
shortcomings	we	have	as	 students	and	
teachers	alike.	

by brian nelSon

continued on page 4

Caption	Contest

Have	an	idea	for	a	caption?	Email	thegilmannews@gmail.com	with	subject	“Caption	
Contest.”	The	winner	will	be	announced	in	the	November	2014	issue.	
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Mr.	Hastings	Takes	Over	the	
English	Department

	 This	 year,	 Mr.	 Patrick	 Hastings	
assumed	 the	 role	 of	 English	Depart-
ment	Chair.		In	his	eighth	year	teaching	
at	Gilman,	he	was	willing	to	take	on	the	
new	position,	noting	that	he	has	always	
loved	 the	prospect	of	 leading	a	depart-
ment.	With	the	opportunity	available,	he	
will	strive	to	continue	the	great	successes	
that	Mr.	Christ,	the	previous	department	
chair,	had	during	his	tenure.		
	 Mr.	Hastings	is	very	excited	for	his	new	
endeavor	as	Department	Chair.	He	does	
not	have	any	sweeping	changes	planned	
but	explains	that	he	will	be	listening	to	
students	and	 teachers,	hoping	 to	gauge	
their	interests	in	literature.	As	he	asserts,	
“I	think	there	is	always	a	balance	between	
each	 teacher’s	 autonomy	 to	 choose	 the	
texts	and	materials	they	are	most	excited	
to	teach	and	a	comprehensive	and	coher-
ent	 curriculum.”	Mr.	Hastings	 seeks	 to	

continue	and	achieve	this	balance	in	the	
upcoming	years	by	collaborative	efforts	
amongst	teachers	and	students.		He	men-
tioned,	“The	feedback	from	graduates	is	
that	they	have	been	very	well	prepared,	
and	I	don’t	want	to	change	that.”
	 For	Mr.	Hastings,	this	new	job	is	bit-
tersweet.	His	new	role	as	the	Department	
Chair	marks	 the	 end	of	his	 role	 as	 the	
Director	of	 the	Tickner	Writing	Center.	
Mr.	Hastings	loved	his	time	in	the	Writing	
Center,	but	he	thought	it	was	time	to	move	
on.	He	admires	how	unique	the	Writing	
Center	is,	for	it	is	one	of	the	few	places	on	
campus	where	students	can	receive	help	
from	other	students	within	the	confines	
of	the	Honor	Code.	
Overall,	the	Gilman	community	can	con-
tinue	 to	expect	great	 things	 in	 the	new	
era	of	the	English	Department	under	Mr.	
Hastings’	leadership.

by Will MallaS and Jordan brodie

by Will rende

by blake leonard

UN	Climate	Summit

Libertarians:	The	Rise	of	a	Third	Party

On	 the	morning	 of	 Sep-
tember	 21st,	 more	 than	
300,000	people	of	all	ages,	
ethnicities,	 and	 political	
beliefs	flooded	the	already	
crowded	 streets	 of	 New	

York	City	in	the	name	of	action.	Students,	
celebrities,	and	everyday	people	who	care	
about	the	future	all	arrived	to	be	a	part	
of	the	People’s	Climate	March,	the	largest	
march	for	climate	change	action	in	his-
tory.	This	march,	however,	was	only	the	
beginning	of	 an	 international	 summit	
hoping	to	stop	the	issue	in	its	tracks.	
	 As	 temperatures	and	sea	 levels	 rise,	
humans	continue	to	release	tons	of	CO2	
into	 the	air	every	day,	proving	 that	cli-
mate	change	is,	in	fact,	man	made.	Within	
this	century,	temperatures	are	expected	
to	rise	between	2.5	and	10	degrees	,	and	
while	alternative	sources	of	energy	have	
begun	 to	 appear	 as	 a	 cleaner	 option,	
scientists	and	environmentalists	worry	
whether	or	not	we	will	make	it	in	time.	
The	purpose	of	 this	 summit	 is	 to	 gain	
momentum	 in	 support	 of	 keeping	 the	
planet	alive.	
	 The	summit,	organized	and	run	by	the	
United	Nations,	consists	of	several	crucial	
meetings,	 the	 first	 of	which	 occurred	
on	September	 23rd	 in	New	York	City.	
Earning	publicity	for	having	the	largest	
number	of	world	leaders	gathered	to	dis-
cuss	climate	change	in	history,	the	meet-
ing	has	given	supporters	a	fresh	wave	of	
optimism.	After	an	embarrassing	2009	
Copenhagen	summit	ended	in	unfulfilled	
promises,	UN	 leaders	have	never	been	
more	determined	to	prove	that	they	can	
create	change.	The	next	major	conference	
will	take	place	in	Lima,	Peru,	in	Decem-
ber.	The	summit	will	conclude	one	year	
after	 the	Lima	meeting	with	 the	most	
important	meeting	in	Paris.	Such	meet-
ings	 include	discussion	and	debates	on	

If	 you	 ask	 the	 average	
Amer ican,	 they	 would	
tell	 you	 that	 the	world	 of	
U.S.	 politics	 is	 polarized	
into	 only	 two	 entities.	At	
Gilman,	however,	you	may	

get	a	very	different	answer.	President	of	
the	Young	Libertarians	Club	at	Gilman,	
Mitchell	Butler	(‘15),	remarked	from	last	
year	to	the	present,	“We	had	a	decent	base	
of	about	8	students	and	that	has	grown	by	
30%	this	year.	I	think	nationally	the	inter-
est	in	the	party	has	also	grown	because	
people	are	starting	to	realize	the	current	
parties	are	not	being	productive	so	they	
want	another	option.”	
	 The	Young	Libertarians	club	at	Gilman	
has	 been	 one	 of	 the	more	 prominent	
political	 clubs	 in	 recent	 years;	 its	base	
of	members	is	as	strong	as	any	political	
club	at	Gilman.	Nationally,	the	Libertar-
ian	party	and	other	 third	parties	have	
seen	marginal	 growth	 in	 recent	 years,	
but	they	have	not	grown	nearly	as	much	
as	they	have	at	Gilman.	Third	parties	are	
key	to	preventing	gridlock	and	fostering	
a	 successful	political	 landscape	 in	 this	
country.	Gilman’s	third	party	movement	
will	hopefully	be	a	 trend	 for	 the	entire	
country	in	the	coming	years.
	 Two-party	 systems	historically	have	
deduced	 issues	 to	 be	 black	 and	white	
when	in	reality,	the	problems	faced	are	
much	more	complex.	As	far	back	as	the	
time	of	George	Washington,	the	dangers	
of	a	two-party	system	have	been	recog-
nized.	In	his	farewell	address	he	stated,	
“The	alternate	domination	of	one	faction	
over	 another,	 sharpened	by	 the	 spirit	
of	revenge,	natural	to	party	dissension,	
which	in	different	ages	and	countries	has	
perpetrated	the	most	horrid	enormities,	
is	 itself	 a	 frightful	despotism.	But	 this	
leads	at	length	to	a	more	formal	and	per-
manent	despotism.”	Mitchell	Butler	(‘15)	
agrees	with	Washington	but	 remarked	
that,	“Although	the	third	party	is	another	
faction,	it	is	a	faction	that	is	an	alternative	
to	the	current	system	that	is	really	taking	
us	nowhere	as	a	country.”		 	
In	Congress	today,	it	is	easy	to	see	how	
viewing	a	problem	in	only	two	ways	leads	
to	a	 lack	of	productivity.	Not	only	does	
political	 stalemate	 lead	 to	 inefficiency,	
it	also	causes	people	to	fail	to	formulate	
their	own	opinions,	but	rather	opt	blindly	
to	believe	whatever	their	party	tells	them.	
These	exact	problems	led	people,	like	the	
great	author	Ray	Bradbury,	to	say,	“I	don’t	

methods	of	preventing	and	coping	with	
climate	change.	One	of	the	main	concepts	
is	the	creation	of	a	greener	economy	by	
investing	 in	 alternative	 energy	 power	
sources	and	cars	as	investors	and	insur-
ance	 companies	become	aware	 of	 this	
breakthrough	opportunity.	By	creating	a	
greener	economy,	leaders	hope	to	change	
the	 purchasing	 behaviors	 of	 everyday	
consumers	who	contribute	significantly	
to	 climate	 change	 by	 creating	 a	 need	
for	more	 gas-guzzling	 cars	 and	 other	
products	that	create	pollution.	With	the	
situation	in	a	more	severe	state	than	ever	
before,	the	expectations	of	many	are	that	
this	 year’s	 summit	will	 generate	more	
action	than	those	in	the	past.	
	 Today,	 scientists	 and	 engineers	 are	
making	enormous	efforts	to	create	solu-
tions	to	this	problem;	however,	we	cannot	
rely	on	this	group	of	experts	to	continue	
their	efforts	indefinitely.	Who	will	fill	the	
large	shoes	of	today’s	scientists	and	engi-
neers?	This	question	is	frequently	tossed	
around	at	 the	conferences.	Everyday,	 it	
becomes	more	clear	that	the	help	of	our	
generation	is	essential	if	we	hope	to	ever	
stop	climate	change.	Leaders	are	hoping	
to	generate	student	interest	in	these	fields	
by	 calling	 for	more	math	 and	 science	
teachers	in	schools	all	across	the	world.	
After	all,	if	it	is	our	issue	to	inherit,	then	
it	will	most	likely	be	ours	to	fix.
	 With	a	hint	of	optimism	emerging	after	
a	promising	start	to	the	summit,	we	can	
only	hope	 that	world	 leaders,	with	 the	
help	of	millions	of	supporters,	continue	to	
work	together	in	efforts	to	cease	climate	
change	before	it	is	too	late.	In	the	words	
of	UN	Secretary	General,	Ban	Ki-moon,	
“To ride this storm we need all hands on 
deck…	We	have	never	faced	such	a	chal-
lenge.	Nor	 have	we	 encountered	 such	
great	opportunity.”	

like	either	political	party.	One	should	not	
belong	 to	 them,”	 and	 opines,	 “Anyone	
that	belongs	to	a	party	stops	thinking.”	
Political	 parties	 should	not	 be	myopic	
cults;	they	should	be	open	forums	for	the	
members	to	discuss	issues	but	still	main-
tain	their	opinions,beliefs,	and	ability	to	
formulate	 their	 own	 ideas.	When	only	
two	parties	exist,	much	like	the	case	in	
Ancient	Rome	during	the	Late	Republican	
Era,	 the	parties	 lose	 their	message	and	
convictions	 and	often	become	 corrupt	
and	 functionally	 similar.	A	 third	party,	
be	it	Libertarian,	the	Green	Party,	or	any-
thing	else,	is	critical	to	stopping	political	
turmoil.
	 According	to	a	Gallup	Poll	conducted	
every	year,	the	perceived	need	for	a	third	
party	has	grown	dramatically	over	 the	
past	year	 from	46%	to	60%.	People	are	
starting	 to	 realize	 the	 importance	 of	
having	more	than	two	parties	running	the	
country.	The	American	public	is	growing	
tired	of	the	Republican	and	Democratic	
parties	that	become	more	polarized	each	
day.	Of	 those	polled	by	Gallup,	 71%	of	
Independents	felt	a	need	for	a	third	party	
which	 only	 proves	 that	 those	who	 are	
not	heavily	invested	in	either	party	have	
become	weary	with	their	rhetoric.	
	 The	 country	 is	 in	dire	need	of	 some	
form	of	meaningful	political	change,	and	
entering	a	third	party	into	the	equation	
by	raising	the	status	of	one	or	creating	a	
new	one	would	be	the	most	effective	way	
to	 accomplish	 political	 progress.	 The	
rise	of	a	third	party	will	help	to	solve	the	
issues	of	political	gridlock.	Additionally,	
the	arrival	of	a	third	party	with	serious	
influence	may	be	on	the	horizon;	In	fact,	
according	 to	Butler,“People	 are	 begin-
ning	to	become	fed	up	with	the	current	
system	and	the	 lies	 that	 the	Democrats	
and	Republicans	 are	making.	Overall	
dissatisfaction	with	our	current	two	party	
system	is	what	will	lead	to	growth	for	the	
Libertarian	party	and	for	independents	
and	 for	 conscious	 citizens	who	 really	
care	about	the	nation	and	that	will	lead	
to	a	better	government,	a	better	system,	
and	a	better	small	government	of	course.”		
Political	 advocate	 Scott	Ehredt	 of	 the	
Centrist	Alliance	put	it	best	when	he	said,	
“Politics	has	lagged	our	social	and	busi-
ness	evolution	...	There	are	30	brands	of	
Pringles	in	our	local	grocery	store.	How	
is	it	that	Americans	have	so	much	selec-
tion	for	potato	chips	and	only	two	brands	
—	and	not	very	good	ones	—	for	political	
parties?”

In	the	last	issue	of	the	Gilman	News	(September	29th),	we	printed	an	editorial	
about	the	Honor	Assembly.	It	is	News	policy	that	the	audio	from	all	our	inter-
views	be	recorded;	however,	the	audio	from	an	interview	with	Ms.	McKeachie,	
the	chair	of	the	committee,	was	subsequently	lost	and	direct	quotations	were	
not	included	in	the	article	as	a	result.		We	apologize	for	the	imbalanced	edito-
rial.		

Editor’s Note:

Name	Scramble

9th Grade: Saga Injuries

H Leg Mechanic

Ser Thankful

Ion Moth

Tut Mamba

10th Grade:

11th Grade:

12th Grade:

Faculty Member:

Unscramble the letters to find the name of a person in the corresponding 
category.  Answers will be published in the next issue.



October 31, 2014    Gilman School        www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXIV No. 3page 4

Mr	Kumar:	Teacher	at	Large
If	you’ve	been	on	the	terrace	
level,	 then	you’ve	probably	
seen	Mr.	 Shanthi	Kumar.	
Known	 for	his	 sniper-like	
ability	to	pick	an	untucked	
shir t	 tail	 out	 from	 the	

masses,	few	know	his	story	and	what	he	
does	today.
	 Since	 1976,	Mr.	 Shanthi	Kumar	has	
been	“the	heart	of	 the	Gilman	commu-
nity,”	 according	 to	Ms.	Hammer.	 She	
views	him	as,	 “just	 amazing,	 and	 one	
of	 the	most	amazing	 teachers	 [she]	has	
ever	seen.”	After	moving	to	the	U.S.	from	
Hyderabad,	 India,	 he	 soon	 earned	his	
Master’s	Degree	in	Education	at	Morgan	
State	University	and	his	Master’s	Degree	
in	Social	Studies	at	Loyola	University	of	
Maryland.
	 	Mr.	Kumar	became	a	summer	camp	
sports	 instructor	at	Gilman	 in	 1973.	 In	
1976,	after	working	at	the	camp	for	three	
years,	Mr.	Finney	offered	him	a	job	in	the	
Gilman	Middle	School	which	he	readily	
accepted.	 Since	2005,	Mr.	Kumar	had	
been	working	 in	the	Upper	School,	and	
he	loves	it.	
	 Every	day,	Mr.	Kumar	comes	to	Gilman	
at	7:15	to	monitor	the	halls	in	the	morn-
ings	and	between	classes.	Mr.	Kumar	also	

covers	 for	 absent	 teachers	when	 they	
need	him,	and	so	 far	 this	year,	he	has	
covered	 for	 six	different	 teachers	 and	
four	lunch-detentions.	Mr.	Kumar’s	day	
ends	at	 1:15.	He	 is	 contracted	 to	work	
twenty	hours	 a	week,	 but	Mr.	Kumar	
works	 thirty	hours,	 a	 testament	 to	his	
love	for	the	Gilman	community.	
	 On	 certain	 occasions	 in	 the	 past,	
like	when	Mr.	Goldman’s	 twin	daugh-
ters	were	born,	Mr.	Kumar	covered	his	
class	for	part	of	November	and	most	of	
December.	During	midterm	and	final	
exams,	he	finds	himself	busier,	proctor-
ing	many	exams.	
	 Among	his	many	titles,	he	was	listed	
as	 a	 dean	 in	 the	 yearbook,	 and	 since	
then,	the	Dean’s	Office	has	adopted	him	
as	one	of	their	own.	Although	Mr.	Kumar	
is	not	an	official	dean,	he	 is	more	of	a	
part	time	faculty	member	according	to	
Mrs.	Hammer.	In	fact,	Ms.	Turner	once	
referred	to	him	as	a	 teacher	“at	 large”.	
His	Gilman	 ID	 does	 not	 divulge	 the	
mystery	man’s	 secret,	 and	 it	 identifies	
him	as	a	member	of	the	“Upper	School	
Faculty.	”			
	 Be	 sure	 to	 keep	 an	 eye	 out	 for	Mr.	
Kumar,	and	if	you	see	him,	make	sure	
your	shirt	is	tucked	in!

by conrad cleMenS Harris,	Mr.	Heubeck,	 and	 the	 rest	 of	
the	 faculty	members	seem	to	recognize	
that.		When	asked	about	how	the	teach-
ers	communicate	about	their	tests	with	
one	another,	Dr.	Harris	commented	that	
ironically	 enough	 they	 are	 currently	
working	on	constructing	a	way	to	do	that.		
Although	very	tentative,	the	plan	is	to	use	
a	Google	Drive	calendar	through	which	
all	teachers	must	schedule	their	tests	as	
a	central	clearinghouse	for	examinations.	
The	students	will	seemingly	not	have	to	
face	the	problem	of	test	communication	
for	much	longer.		This	test	calendar	will	
likely	be	the	perfect	solution	to	this	prob-
lem,	as	the	system	has	now	been	working	
in	 the	Middle	 School	 for	 an	 extended	
period	of	time.		
	 As	 optimistic	 as	 this	 solution	may	
seem,	students	will	naturally	have	busier	
weeks	than	others.	The	faculty	is	going	to	
do	their	part	to	limit	the	amount	of	tests	
per	day	and	week,	but	with	the	natural	
order	of	the	school	year	and	how	it	pro-
gresses,	students	will	always	have	some	
weeks	where	the	workload	is	heavier	than	
others.	
	 Taking	the	question	further	to	home-
work,	Dr.	Harris	was	asked	 if	 teachers	
should	take	a	student’s	other	five	or	six	
classes	 into	 account	 when	 assigning	
homework.		He	explained	that	communi-
cation	for	specific	homework	assignments	

probably	won’t	be	 feasible	or	even	ben-
eficial:	“I	think	its	gonna	be	pretty	hard	
to	coordinate	homework	assignments...I	
think	[managing	a	multi-class	homework	
load]	really	is	part	of	the	learning	process	
and	so	is	figuring	out	how	to	get	through	
those	tough	weeks.	It’s	not	always	going	
to	be	easy	and	for	those	teachers	to	have	
to	adjust	may	not	be	realistic	or	even	the	
right	 thing	 to	do.	 	 I	 just	 think	 teachers	
have	the	same	issues,	like	some	weeks	are	
just	brutal	and	other	weeks	are	lighter…	
It’s	pretty	 good	 training	 to	get	used	 to	
having	certain	weeks	where	you’re	 just	
not	going	to	get	much	sleep,	that’s	the	way	
it	goes.”		
	 It	 seems	 that	 students	will	 not	 be	
catching	a	break	when	it	comes	to	home-
work	in	the	future.		When	speaking	about	
how	part	of	the	workload	comes	naturally,	
Dr.	Harris	added	further,	“I	think	there	
are	certain	times	in	the	semester	or	even	
the	quarter	when	things	converge,	very	
often	its	not	the	very	beginning,	it’s	more	
towards	the	end	or	even	the	middle	just	
because	the	way	units	of	material	flow...
You	 just	know	 those	 times	are	 coming,	
and	it’s	gonna	be	a	challenge.”		Homework	
will	likely	remain	the	same,	but	students	
can	take	solace	in	the	fact	that	change	is	
coming	for	testing.	The	faculty	 is	going	
begin	to	communicate,	and	‘test	weeks’	
will	more	or	less	be	extirpated.		

	With	an	already	dysfunc-
tional	Congress,	 a	 failing	
public	 education	 system,	
and	a	heated	debate	about	
the	 future	of	our	 country,	
the	2014	midterm	elections	

will	decide	the	course	of	the	United	States	
of	America	for	at	least	the	next	two	years.	
While	 the	House	of	Representatives	 is	
firmly	 in	 the	Republican	Party’s	grasp,	
most	sources	count	nine	 ‘toss	up’	races	
in	 the	Senate,	 out	 of	which,	 seven	 are	
Democratic	incumbents,	and	only	two	are	
Republican	incumbents.	The	Democrats,	
who	hold	only	an	eight	seat	lead,	are	in	
jeopardy	of	losing	their	control	over	the	
Senate.	
	 Obama’s	approval	ratings	of	39%,	the	
lowest	at	any	point	during	his	presidency,	
are	expected	to	impact	these	upcoming	
elections.	Republicans	have	molded	their	
campaigns	around	one	common	theme:	
linking	 their	Democratic	 opponents	 to	
President	Obama	and	his	 controversial	
policies	 like	 the	Affordable	Care	Act.	
Democrats	have	tried	to	distance	them-
selves	from	the	President’s	policies.	The	
Democratic	candidate	for	the	Senate	 in	
Kentucky,	 Alison	Lundergan-Grimes,	
has	even	refused	 to	 tell	 the	public	who	
she	 voted	 for	 in	 the	 last	 two	 elections	
(Obama’s	first	and	second	term).
	 On	 a	 local	 level,	 there	 are	 thirteen	
toss	 up	 gubernatorial	 elections,	 or	
races	 for	state	governorships.	 In	Mary-
land,	Democratic	 incumbent	Governor	
Martin	O’Malley,	who	 is	contemplating	
a	 presidential	 run,	 cannot	 stand	 for	
reelection	because	one	 cannot	 run	 for	
three	 consecutive	 terms	 in	Maryland,	
and,	has	been	replaced	by	his	Lieutenant	
Governor,	Anthony	Brown.	Brown	is	run-
ning	against	Republican	candidate	Larry	
Hogan.	Hogan	is	a	successful	real	estate	
broker	and	is	the	founder	of	Hogan	Com-
panies,	a	real	estate	firm.	As	of	the	most	
recent	poll,	released	on	October	12	by	the	
Baltimore	Sun,	Brown	holds	a	lead	of	7%	
over	Hogan.	 	Some	important	 issues	 in	

Midterm	Election	Preview
by Teddy david

the	campaign	have	been	raising	the	mini-
mum	wage,	universal	pre-kindergarten,	
and	the	Maryland	Obamacare	Exchange	
(each	state	has	their	own	exchange	where	
customers	can	customize	their	healthcare	
plan).	 	On	 the	minimum	wage,	Hogan	
has	not	made	his	stance	fully	clear,	but	is	
against	any	significant	hike,	whereas	Lt.	
Governor	Brown	supports	an	increase	to	
$10.10	per	hour.		Hogan	does	not	support	
universal	 pre-kindergarten	because	of	
the	cost	to	the	state’s	budget.		Finally,	like	
many	other	races	around	the	country,	the	
Republican	candidate,	in	this	case	Larry	
Hogan,	has	made	the	initial	failure	of	the	
Maryland	Obamacare	Exchange	one	of	
the	focuses	of	his	campaign,	while	Brown	
has	insisted	that	the	exchange	is	now	up	
and	running	perfectly.	
	 Our	neighbor	to	the	north,	Pennsylva-
nia,	is	also	in	the	midst	of	a	fierce	gover-
nor’s	race.	Possibly	the	most	important	
issue	in	the	Pennsylvania	gubernatorial	
election	has	been	fracking,	or	the	extrac-
tion	of	natural	 gas	 from	underground	
reserves.	While	natural	gas	is	much	safer	
than	 traditional	 fossil	 fuels,	 like	petro-
leum,	and	it	does	limit	our	dependence	
on	the	unstable	Middle	East,	it	pollutes	
local	water	 sources,	most	 notably	 the	
Susquehanna	River,	 which	 runs	 into	
the	Chesapeake	Bay.	 The	Democratic	
challenger	 to	 incumbent	 Republican	
Governor	Tom	Corbett,	Tom	Wolf,	who	
holds	 a	 16%	 lead,	has	promised	 to	put	
stronger	regulations	on	fracking	compa-
nies	as	well	as	instituting	Pennsylvania’s	
first	 tax	 on	 fracking,	whereas	Corbett	
is	 strongly	 against	 the	 regulation	 and	
taxation	of	fracking	corporations.	In	this	
age	 of	 interconnecting	 economies	 and	
environmental	 deterioration,	 another	
state’s	election	could	determine	the	long	
term	health	of	one	of	Maryland’s	natural	
wonders.
	 As	a	whole,	government	is	not	popu-
lar	 in	 its	 current	 state	 of	 dysfunction	
and	deadlock.	With	voter	turnout	in	the	
upcoming	midterm	elections	projected	
to	be	the	lowest	in	the	last	century,	one	
thing	is	clear:	something	has	to	change	
in	Congress.	

Teachers	Talk	Tests	(cont’d)

Email	Abuse

Over	 the	 past	 couple	 of	
weeks,	 emails	 have	 been	
sent to the entire Gilman 
community	 over	 trivial	
and	diminutive	problems	
and	 topics.	The	all-school	

email	 has	 recently	 not	 been	 used	 by	
those	sending	important	information	but	
rather	by	naive	students	seeking	contact	
information	and	spreading	awareness	of	
a	club,	or	sale,	the	wrong	way.	Of	course,	
there	are	exceptions,	but	usually	most	of	
these	would	be	better	suited	on	a	bulletin	
board	or	in	an	assembly	announcement.	
	 After	 being	 introduced	 to	Moodle	
and	Gilman	 email,	 the	 vast	majority	
of	 students	utilized	 their	new	 tools	 for	
studying	and	learning.	Communication	
between	students	stayed	primarily	edu-
cational.	When	asked	 about	 the	 email	
abuse	problem,	junior	Stewart	Cho	states,	
“I	honestly	 just	don’t	 care.”	Freshman	
Maxwell	Costes	expressed	similar	indif-
ference.	On	the	other	hand,	sending	mass	
email	can	be	“fun”	according	to	Garrett	
Dvorkin	(‘15),	speaking	about	one	of	the	
first	email	chains.	He	continued,	saying,	

“With	a	certain	taste	it’s	funny…	it’s	fun	
for	the	people	who	decided	to	do	it.”	He	
set	himself	 strict	 guidelines	of	 “once	a	
semester”	to	enjoy	this	fun.	Dvorkin	also	
stated,	“When	a	junior	came	and	tried	to	
do	 it…	 it	was	 just	 stupid.”	He	believes,	
“Freshman	don’t	have	the	permission	to	
do	this.”	His	mentality	of	seniority	and	
senior	 privilege	 showed	 itself	when	 a	
student	decided	to	ask	the	entire	school	
for	his	football	coach’s	phone	number.
	 Dvorkin	read	the	AUP	and	the	school	
handbook	earlier	this	year,	though	to	his	
defense,	 there	hadn’t	been	any	explicit	
rules	about	using	the	“class”	emails.	He	
initiated	a	series	of	“Reply	All”	responses	
which	kickstarted	an	email	thread.	The	
consequences	shouldn’t	be	solely	set	on	
the	starter,	but	the	people	who	continued	
the	conversation	in	the	inbox	of	the	entire	
school.	More	 recently,	 after	 a	 routine	
email	advertising	Chick-Fil-A	sandwiches	
made	by	students	with	a	faculty	advisor’s	
permission,	some	attention-seeking	stu-
dents	did	another	“Reply	All”	and	sent	a	
trivial	question	to	the	entire	school.	His-
tory	does	indeed	repeat	itself.
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