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 As the year has come to a close, the 
Gilman Upper School says goodbye to a 
long-time member of their faculty, Mr. 
Jeffrey Christ.  Mr. Christ, after thirty-
eight years of devoted teaching, advising, 
and general service to the community, 
has decided to take up the retired life. 
Mr. Christ has served the school in 
countless facets over the course of his 
tenure. Most notably, he was the Chair 
of the English Department before step-
ping back last year to allow Mr. Patrick 
Hastings to assume the role.  Mr. Christ 
has also served as Director of College 
Counseling, Head of the Honor Board, 
Chair of the Sixth Form, a member of the 
Cum Laude Society, Head Coach of the 
JV Tennis team, and Head of the Awards 
Committee, all on top of being a devoted 
teacher to multiple English sections at 
all grade levels and a helpful advisor.  
Looking back on his time at Gilman and 
the numerous and varied opportunities 
he has had to give back to the Gilman 
community, Mr. Christ remarks, “that has 
been part of the joy for me, being able to 
interact and be a part of so many different 
aspects of the school, and I think that has 
given me a unique vantage point.”
 When asked what he plans to do once 
retired, Mr. Christ says, “A really quick 
answer to that is I am going to retire!” He 
hopes to spend more time with his two 
sons who are in college.  In addition, Mr. 
Christ and his wife are co-Chairs of the 
Washington College Parents Association 
for the upcoming school year.  Mr. Christ 
continues, “it is not a gigantic job, but it 
is an interesting job.  So things like that, 
other board work, [is what I’ll be doing 
with my time] but I’m not going back 
to teaching right away, and we’ll see.”  
Washington College and wherever else 
he may find himself will be lucky to have 
the multi-talented Jeffrey Christ.  
 Mr. Christ has certainly left a lasting 
impact on Gilman, and it seems the feel-
ing is mutual.  Mr. Christ offers, “Leaving 
Gilman is really kind of wistful and a 

 With gracious hearts, damp eyes, and 
last minute AP Chemistry homework 
questions, the Gilman community will 
bid adieu to one of its most cherished and 
valuable faculty members. Following a 
twenty three year “stint” at Gilman, Ms. 
Loretta Tassoni will be moving on to an 
agreeable and (hopefully) less stressful 
environment in her New England home. 
Accompanied by her husband, two dogs, 
and three cats, Ms. Tassoni will finally 
get a chance to relax in the years to come. 
Despite her opportunity to live the retired 
life, Ms. Tassoni remains dedicated to 
her craft; abandoning chemistry and 
education is impossible for a woman 
so deeply immersed in the noble art of 
teaching. Perhaps, she says, she will try 
to teach part time.  This overwhelming 
dedication to instruction embodies Ms. 
Tassoni’s time at Gilman: she shaped the 
community by shaping the students.
 Ms. Tassoni has worked to maintain 
our institution’s high standards for the 
past two decades, and the appreciation 
shows. Confronted with a standing 
ovation at the last assembly of the year, 
Mr. Heubeck acknowledged Ms. Tas-
soni’s overwhelming commitment to 
our institution. Ms. Tassoni’s favorite 
things comprise “teaching my students” 
and “working with Cyrus Jones,” an act 
as a symbol of her unselfish attitude. It’s 
easy to speak in platitudes when bidding 
a family member such as Ms. Tassoni 
goodbye, yet her personality truly comes 
about once in a lifetime.  
 “It’s a pretty big loss and will leave 
a void in the Science Department” said 
Mr. Tim Lauer when asked about Ms. 
Tassoni’s departure. 
 Ms. Tassoni is, among other things, 
a Gilman legend. Having lived in the 
apartment above the Old Gym (Yes, it 
exists!), she will be leaving not only with 
chemistry notes but also with memories 
of countless students, faculty, and Gilman 
lore.  Despite her eagerness to get back 
home, she mentions that she will “bring 

little emotional, frankly looking back on 
all of this stuff. It’s been a terrific place for 
me, fantastic students and colleagues and 
a place that I have given a lot of myself to, 
but it has certainly given back a lot to me, 
and inspired me and challenged me.”  
 Mr. Christ’s time at Gilman are years 
that will not soon be forgotten. His 
impact over the course of his tenure can 
certainly still be felt by the community.  
Mr. Heubeck confirms, “Mr. Christ, in his 
thirty-eight years, has done pretty much 
everything you can do at Gilman.” 
 In closing, Mr. Christ reflects on his 
time at Gilman by saying, “I can say what 
has been inspiring about Gilman is that it 
has given back to me as much as if ever, I 
have given to it . . . I would say if there is 
a legacy that I hope I have given is that I 
helped kids. I am a big believer in all boys 
and students with their development, so if 
I’ve been a positive influence in that way 
and helped them, and that I am someone 
who has given back as much or more than 
the place that has given to me. That’s is 
how I would like to be remembered by.” 
 Whether it be serving on a board, 
spending time with his sons, or curling 
up with a good book, Gilman hopes Mr. 
Christ enjoys his time in retirement as 
the community sends a big farewell to an 
integral part of the school for as long as 
anyone can remember.  Mr. Christ, thank 
you.

some things with [her] forever.”  “I’ll 
always cherish my friendship with Mr. 
Lauer,”  she comments.  
 A part of our school will depart with 
Ms. Tassoni, but many will continue to 
hold her classes and life lessons dear.  
Luigi Mangione (’16), the recipient of 
the Math and Science award, expressed 
his sentiments by saying “I loved her 
approach to labs...her sense of humor 
really made chemistry feel laid back, 
and I’ll miss her more than anyone else 
at Gilman.” 
 Witnessing the evolution of Gilman, 
from the time when students circled the 
track for assembly tardiness to the con-
ception of the “Gilman Five,” Ms. Tassoni 
has seen it all.  Losing such a keeper of 
our history indeed prompts a moment of 
respect and gratitude.  Whether you know 
Ms. Tassoni as the woman who yells at 
you in the morning or as a close friend 
and colleague, know that the loss of such 
a leader isn’t to be mourned: her vigor and 
commitment is to be strived for.
 It’s impossible to sugarcoat the real-
ity of Ms. Tassoni’s exit from the Gilman 
campus.  But for former proteges of Ms. 
Tassoni and her faculty comrades, the 
memory of her refreshingly candid nature 
will ring through the halls of a renovated 
science building.  “It’s been a good twenty 
three years,” Ms. Tassoni comments.  “It’s 
time for me to go home.”  

Christ Calls it a Career 103 Elements + 23 Years = 
1 Irreplaceable Woman

Peace NWG

by Matt toMaselli

by Wolfie Drake

 After 19 years of dedicated service, 
the Gilman community is more than 
sad to say goodbye to Mr. Neil Gabbey.  
As a mentor, teacher, and coach, Neil 
Gabbey embodies excellence. From the 
classrooms of the Middle School to the 
volleyball courts of the deaf dome, he has 
put an extraordinary amount of passion 
into all facets of Gilman life. But what sets 
Mr. Gabbey apart is not his passion; it is 
his ability to impassion.
 In 1996, Mr. Ron Culbertson, former 
head of the Middle School, received an 
application from a young teacher eager 
for more freedom in the classroom. 
Months later, Mr. Gabbey left his Mont-
gomery County school and began teach-

ing at Gilman.  As a 7th 
and 8th grade English 
teacher, Mr. Gabbey was 
top notch.
 Former student Gus 
Meny (’16) expressed, 
“I’ve really never met a 
man who could make 
grammar so interesting 
and so wonderful. Not to 
mention, he made litera-
ture great too. He brought 
more than just knowl-
edge to the classroom… 
He made it incredibly 
interesting.” Inspiring and demand-
ing, Mr. Gabbey prompted students to 

think and write at levels 
way beyond their years. 
Whether w rit ing ful l 
plays in iambic pentam-
eter or complex analyti-
cal essays on Lord of the 
Flies, Mr. Gabbey pushed 
his students; all the while, 
his classes could not have 
been more enjoyable.  Gus 
went on to add that Mr. 
Gabbey “taught [him] to 
love learning and to take 
pride in everything [he] 
wrote”.

 About ten years ago, Mr. Gabbey took 
over the Middle School publication, 

The Blue and the Grey. He converted 
the former club into an elective for 8th 
graders, exponentially increasing the 
frequency and quality of the publica-
tion. Then, eight years ago, Mr. Gabbey 
followed Mr. Bo Grimes as Head of the 
Middle School’s English Department.
 Mr. Gabbey’s impact as a teacher 
cannot be overstated, but his baby, the 
entity that will continue on after he 
leaves, is the ‘Gilly-Tech’ Volleyball Pro-
gram. Since his first days on campus, Mr. 
Gabbey knew that he wanted to bring vol-
leyball to Gilman. He explained, “Volley-
ball was the thing for me in high school. 
I wanted to recreate my own high school 

by Jason MoscoW

see “Gabbey,” page 6
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Freddie Gray’s Death: “A Two Part Conversation”

Letter to the Editor

by Will renDe anD alex bauMan

 - Cole Brown ’18

 Freddie Gray’s death sent shock waves 
throughout Baltimore and the United 
States as a whole. On April 12, Gray was 
arrested after a pursuit by police. While in 
custody, he suffered a severe spinal cord 
injury and slipped into a coma, eventually 
dying. His death incited violent riots and 
looting in Baltimore City. Gray’s death 
is included in the recent trend of police 
brutality, specifically towards African 
American males.
 In a vacuum, Gray’s death can be 
looked at as an isolated incident involving 
overzealous police officers and a suspect 
who got caught in a bad situation. The 
tragic death of Freddie Gray and the 
riots that transpired were devastating 
for downtown Baltimore, but for most of 
us, these events were ones that we, as a 
community, could generally look past as 
a minor inconvenience such as not being 
able to attend a ballgame or having to take 
a different route home. However, it is this 
indifference that could potentially rob us 
of a conversation that we all need to have. 
This essential dialogue is on the subject 
of the overarching issues that we face as a 
community that cause the built up anger 
and contempt that boiled over in April’s 
riots. In other words, why were citizens 
of this community left with no choice but 
to burn down their city to get their voice 
heard? It is clear that people in Baltimore 
feel unfairly treated, on the one hand by 
the city police, but also by members of 
Baltimore’s higher social classes.  In reac-

tion to these events, many students took 
to social media, most people expressing 
disapproval of the ‘useless’ and coun-
terproductive burnings. It seems that 
everyone chose a unique stance opposed 
to rioting. Because of his investment in 
bringing this issue to light in the Gilman 
community, we talked with Mr. Chris 
Dawson to gain more insight on this issue.
 For many of us, it is difficult to grasp 
the extent of frustration that would 
drive members of a neighborhood to 
burn their own stores.  “What we have 
to consider is that these people aren’t 
stupid. They’re not different in some sort 
of inferior way than anyone else and that 
a lot what they’re doing is the result of 
rational choices you make in the face of 
the options you have,” said Mr. Dawson. 
In our conversation, we noted that it can 
be easy for us to say that their actions 
were “stupid,” but the truth is that none 
of us, as Gilman students, will ever know 
what it’s like to be unable to be heard, and 
therefore we can’t really make such harsh 
judgements. 
 To put it as Mr. Dawson said, there is 
“one conversation with two parts to it.” 
The first part, he explains, is recognizing 
the problem and asking why people are 
protesting. “Of course it has to do with 
Freddie Gray, but that’s kind of emblem-
atic of a larger problem, otherwise people 
wouldn’t be so upset by it.” Obviously, 
these riots had to do with not feeling like 
they have a voice. But on a more complex 
level, part of the reason these people 

started to riot is feeling alienated, angry, 
and as though they don’t have much to 
lose. As Mr. Dawson pointed out, part 
of the reason these stores were burned 
down with so little hesitation is because 
they are not extremely valuable. “You’re 
not gonna see people in Roland Park burn 
down Roland Park because people don’t 
want to lose Roland Park. But if you live 
somewhere where you don’t feel very 
positive about your environment anyway, 
what have you got to lose?” 
 The second part to this conversation is 
asking ourselves, “What can we do, we as 
individuals, we as Gilman, we as a city, 
to fix these problems that led to the riots 
in the first place?” While we can’t neces-
sarily change jobs or social well being, we 
can make efforts to essentially bridge the 
age-old gap between Baltimore’s elites 
and Baltimore’s poor in multiple ways. 
First, we can express sympathy for those 
affected and involved in April’s riots and 
attempt to understand the issues they 
face each day, instead of being angry at 
them for burning parts of the city that 
most of us have never stepped foot in. 
Secondly, we can try to create an envi-
ronment in our community that does 
not provoke an “us vs. them” mentality, 
especially when events like these occur.
 A few days after the riots had calmed 
down, an article posted to Gawker created 
buzz all throughout the Gilman commu-
nity and other private schools as well. The 
article, titled, “‘Baltimore is a S***hole’: 
Undisturbed Peace at the Maryland Hunt 

Cup,” brought to light the major lifestyle 
discrepancy at that time between wealthy, 
predominantly white people at a horse 
race and frustrated, inner city African 
Americans who wanted their voices to be 
heard. Gilman students had mixed reac-
tions to the article. During our conversa-
tion with Mr. Dawson, we spent a lot of 
time discussing one particular quote from 
someone that the author interviewed. “I 
think it’s a racial thing. Just because one 
African-American man died, they all 
team up. But we’re all the same.”
 While this is just one of the many 
people the author interviewed, and 
there is no doubt that other attendees 
of the Hunt Cup offered more insight-
ful opinions, it is quotes like these that 
further evoke an ‘us vs. them’ mentality. 
If we made efforts to eliminate a divided 
environment, both at Gilman and in our 
neighborhoods, we would be on our way 
to ending some of the prevalent racism in 
our own communities.
 In the short term, the burning of sec-
tions of a city can never be a positive 
experience; however, if we take into 
account the opportunities for discussion 
and change that could arise from these 
events, we can find that the riots may 
not have been such a negative incident 
after all. If we engage in this “two part 
conversation,” we would be making steps 
to eradicate the racism and social bound-
aries that have forever been existent in 
Baltimore.

 In recent decades, young athletes 
throughout the country have turned their 
focus towards a single sport. Athletes who 
have many talents that could be valuable 
in other sports during different seasons 
choose to only play one sport. This trend 
has been seen in Gilman athletics over 
the past couple of years. Whether it is 
soccer, football, basketball, baseball, or 
lacrosse, students at Gilman have decided 
to only focus on their “main sport.” There 
are various reasons for a student to focus 
on only one sport. Dennis Khranovich 
(’18) explains, “I have club soccer prac-
tice most days after school in the winter 
and spring, so I don’t really have time 
for another sport after school.” Some 
students feel that they simply do not 
have the time to balance multiple sports 
during the year. Other students are afraid 
of getting hurt or injured while playing 
a different sport. Charlie DeMuth (’15) 
says, “I would have liked to play football 
but I was injured sophomore year and I 
never picked it back up.” Gilman students 
have been using the offseason to stay 
healthy for their “main sport” rather than 
participating in a different sport. Some 
athletic programs at Gilman could cer-
tainly use the addition of a good athlete 
even if they are unfamiliar with the sport. 
Not only does it benefit the respective 
athletic programs, but it also benefits the 
athlete who chooses partake in another 
sport. Mr. Brooks Matthews, who played 
soccer and lacrosse at Gilman, confirms 
this, saying, “Playing multiple sports 
helps an athlete develop physically. It 
also makes people more competitive by 

playing more sports. The adversity that 
I went through as an athlete in one sport 
helped me in others.” As said before, there 
are many reasons for students to “spe-
cialize” in a sport. Both Andy Matthews 
(’15) and Charlie DeMuth turned their 
focus towards lacrosse in high school, 
but for different reasons. Charlie said, 
“I’ve had a lot of concussions and also a 
lower back injury, so I couldn’t really play 
football anymore.” Andy said, “I stopped 
playing basketball in the winter so that I 
could prepare for the lacrosse season. I 
don’t really regret not playing basketball, 
but I miss the comraderie.” Most people 
recognize their strongest sport at an 
early age. As a result, it is common for 
people to enjoy that sport more and spend 
more time playing that sport. However, 
at Gilman, students need to make more 
of an effort to contribute to various pro-
grams. Gilman students in the past have 
set a standard to contribute to multiple 
athletic programs. This standard has 
been lost in recent years. It is understand-
able that the skill and dedication that it 
takes to play a sport in college is much 
higher now than it was 20 years ago; how-
ever, some athletic programs of Gilman 
have suffered from a lack of competitive 
and talented athletes. Gilman students 
now owe it to the school as well as the 
student-athletes who came before them 
to make the athletic programs better in 
any way they can. It should be our goal 
as students who attend Gilman to make 
this school the best that it can be.



June 7, 2015        Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXIV No. 7 page 3June 7, 2015        Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXIV No. 7

Suggestions To The Administration For Next Year

As the school year draws to 
a close, The Gilman News 
Editorial Staff would like 
to suggest a few topics of 
discussion to the Admin-
istration for their meetings 
this June. Each school year 

is a learning experience, for both students 
and for faculty. The Administration has 
done a great job this year; that being said, 
we should always be looking to improve 
our school, and an open dialogue between 
the students and the faculty enables us 
to do so. To that end, we hope that in the 
next few paragraphs we may offer some 
observations to help learn from this year 
and make the next even better.
 The Intro to Technology class is a 
freshman class that spans their first 
semester. It takes place in the Library 
classroom, where Mr. Tom Gorski, 
Director of Technology, and Ms. Diane 
Fuller, Director of Libraries, trade off 
teaching different skills during a forty 
minute period. This class is an ongoing 
joke among the student body. Mr. Gorski 
teaches how to use a TI-84 graphing cal-
culator, and how to utilize Google Docs.  
Ms. Fuller outlines the school’s research 
databases and the resources available to 
students through the library for different 
projects.
 Some portions of the class are obso-
lete as almost every student knows how 

by basil apostolo to open a Google Doc--or is shown by a 
classmate on the first day of school--while 
other portions are helpful, but do not sink 
in as students are not required to actually 
conduct research. Any discussion of the 
library’s resources is completely abstract.
Ms. Fuller commented on the course, 
saying “It needs to be updated.”  
    Why not turn it into a full year course 
for freshmen where they learn about 
research by researching, and present 
small projects throughout the year?   
Students could hone their speaking skills 
through presentations, while learning 
about research first hand. If not for Fresh-
men, make the course a second semester 
one for Sophomores where they utilize it 
to work on their Artifact Paper and learn 
firsthand how to collect material for such 
a large assignment.
 In the end, Intro to Technology must 
be reconsidered. Incoming Freshmen 
have used this same technology in Middle 
School, and students need no introduc-
tion to the very technology that was 
invented before their eyes. In addition 
to the Intro to Technology course, the 
Acceptable Use Policy must be rewritten.
 At the beginning of this year, each 
student received a copy of the Acceptable 
Use Policy (AUP) and was asked to sign 
and return it to the Dean’s Office. The 
two page form, however, contains a few 
outdated and unreasonable requests, as 
well as statements that no longer hold 

Senior Letters To The Editor

true following more recent updates to the 
network.
 The policy statement, obtained from 
the Gilman Website, has multiple bullet 
points. One of which states that “The 
school does not monitor the use of the 
network or the contents of email as a 
routine matter.”  However, when a student 
attempts to visit Facebook on the school 
network, a message fills the screen, stat-
ing that Dell SonicWall Network Security 
Appliance has blocked the website. This 
is considered active monitoring in Dell’s 
own words as they describe on their 
website that their SonicWall system as 
offering “centralized real-time monitor-
ing.”  
 Further down the page, the AUP 
states that students must be careful with 
the information they post online. This 
advice is good, but does not belong in an 
Acceptable Use Agreement. The agree-
ment continues to state, “No one may use 
the School’s electronic resources to post 
images of or information about another 
individual without that person’s knowl-
edge and consent.” Pictures are shared 
multiple times each minute. Whether 
they are posted to a student’s personal 
Snapchat Story or shared on the Gilman 
Website as a “Photo of the Day,” not each 
photograph has been explicitly approved 
by its subjects before posting. Education 
in cybersecurity and protecting one’s 

identity online is important and should 
be taught, but such strict advice does not 
belong in an Acceptable Use Policy that 
is supposed to outline behavior subject to 
disciplinary action.  
 In the next section, the agreement 
states, “Users will not repost or forward 
a message that was sent to them privately 
without the permission of the sender.”  
We use email all the time to commu-
nicate with each other. The News staff 
uses Gmail to share ideas for articles.  
Constantly emails are forwarded to 
each other to share ideas. Seldom does 
anyone explicitly seek permission from 
the sender to forward a simple email to 
another editor. As responsible users of a 
system, we use our own judgement and 
discretion to determine whether a mes-
sage should or should not be forwarded.
 The Acceptable Use Policy must be 
rewritten for the next school year. It was 
the exact same policy that I was asked to 
sign in sixth grade computer class five 
years ago. In that time, the Middle School 
has created a one-to-one iPad program 
and the Upper School has adopted a 
Device-of-Choice program. The entire 
campus has been refitted with newer 
WiFi technology and the Internet is more 
easily accessed during the school day. The 
Acceptable Use Policy is misrepresenting, 
misleading, and unreasonable. Surely a 
better solution can be created.

The following are two coherent yet individual letters to the editor written by two departing Seniors of the Class of 2015.  Given their many years spent at Gilman 
and extensive service to the school, the two graduates want to share their honest reflections about Gilman in order to further inform students to come about the 

relationship between Gilman and its student body and create a more perfect Gilman.  The students remarked, “Gilman was our home, is our home and will forever 
be engrained as part of who we are. These are just some of the things that make Gilman, Gilman.” The letters are meant to answer the question, ‘what does it really 

mean to be Gilman?’  We hope to encourage an open dialogue in answering this question and making Gilman the best place it can be.

 Although it may be hard to believe, 
there was once a time before the Gilman 
Five. Primarily upperclassmen will 
remember, but years ago the school 
emphasized as its primary focus not five 
words, but three: Mind, Body, and Spirit. 
Gilman has not abandoned this mantra 
entirely, but there’s no denying that they 
have taken a back seat. After all, when 
was the last time a speech was given that 
didn’t mention the Gilman Five at least 
once? 
 While there is nothing wrong with 
the Gilman Five itself, the transition in 
slogans is emblematic of a shift that many 
seniors have noticed at Gilman in recent 
years. Personally, the idea of “Mind, 
Body, and Spirit” defined my younger 
education. The words inspired me to 
work to become the best I could be in 
every aspect. When the Gilman Five was 
introduced, I felt like this mentality was 
somewhat lost. The name “The Gilman 
Five” doesn’t even mention the values 
the school tries to embody. It is just a 
catchy phrase that could mean anything 
to someone who has never heard it before. 
To many upperclassmen, the replacement 
of Mind, Body, and Spirit with the Gilman 
Five seems at least in part to be a market-
ing tool. 
 Recently, facilitated by the internet 
and social media, marketing and public 
image have grown in importance to 
Gilman, and this makes sense. A strong 
public reputation is an extremely help-
ful tool for bringing in new students and 

 On any given day at Gilman someone 
is being celebrated for his accomplish-
ments. We, as students, marvel at the bar 
of excellence consistently upheld in every 
walk of life at the school. We live amongst 
titans who excel not only in one area, but 
imbue perfection across the board. This 
is why Gilman has the reputation that 
it does, fostering students who embody 
the “renaissance ideal” of expertise in 
all areas of school life. This is Gilman’s 
gold standard of excellence, preached in 
the Gilman five and interpreted rather 
loosely by the community, excellence is 
double edged sword in the effect it carries 
in all settings of Gilman.
 At Gilman there is a comparative cul-
ture that dominates school life. Prestige 
and self-image are rather important 
concepts to the Gilman boy, heightened in 
an exceptionable environment.  The com-
parative lens is obvious in light of grades, 
SAT scores, and Ivy League acceptance; a 
standard that in most cases isn’t lived up 
to by every student. Impossible expecta-
tions lead kids to do anything to live up 
them, in most cases by cheating or pla-
giarizing. This is an unfortunate reality to 
having this standard; kids feel the pres-
sure everyday to be the best. Similarly, 
the college process, which isn’t so much 
a process, is rather a fixation on which 
acceptance will parallel or perhaps one up 

keeping parents and alumni informed 
about the school. Therefore departments 
like development and marketing are 
essential to the school. However, many 
of the seniors feel that there are times 
when Gilman has crossed the line, and, 
in the pursuit of marketing the positive 
aspects of the school, has actually made 
the Gilman experience worse. Obviously 
this year’s pep rally comes to mind, 
as many of the seniors felt robbed of a 
Gilman tradition and given instead a sta-
dium dedication with giant “Thank You 
Sotirs” signs and thousands of Instagram 
posts. The seniors felt similarly about 
the introduction of the Honor Assembly, 
during which students were expected to 
solemnly approach an “Honor Book” and 
sign their name while piano music played 
and cameras flashed inches away from 
their face. The honor book did not even 
have a statement of honor; it was just a 
list of names, perfectly encapsulating 
the idea that the students had no idea 
what they were signing, but it made for a 
touching post on Facebook.
 These are just a couple examples, but 
since middle school, many seniors and I 
have observed this transition. To be clear, 
I do not think that Gilman is descending 
into a giant advertisement, but I have 
noticed that sometimes, by trying to 
show Gilman in a positive light, the actu-
ally great parts of the school have been 
sacrificed in lieu of a more marketable 
activity. 
   -Jack Auen ‘15

our peers. All too often we do not focus on 
the process of finding our own excellence, 
rather we compare our high school expe-
rience to those before us and around us. 
The fear of failure is perversely correlated 
to excellence in that sense; students para-
lyze themselves and chose to not pursue 
passions out of this fear of failure or not 
living up to expectation. There were nine 
senior speech cancellations for this exact 
reason, we compete and compare for a 
higher level of excellence.
 What gets lost in the stardom of 
Gilman School are the seemingly unno-
ticeable moments of brilliance.  Find 
excellence in the trials and tribulations 
that lead to the game winning goal, the 
final bow, and the roar of applause after a 
senior speech. Excellence is all around us, 
hidden in myriad moments in the every-
day. Notice the small moments of excel-
lence, as small as the courage it takes for 
a freshman to give an announcement in 
assembly. Appreciate these moments and 
people, for the excellent friends, teachers, 
and mentors they may be. Above all else, 
see the excellence in yourself and better 
yourself not in light of your classmates 
or to be the best in any respective area. 
Rather, greatness is finding your own 
path, your own standard of excellence, 
comparable to no one.  

  -Wiley Hopkins ‘15
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 This year, the Gilman community 
says farewell to Ms. Claudia DeSantis, 
who is moving to New York, where she 
grew up, to be closer and more avail-
able to her aging mother. Ms. DeSantis, 
who first came to Gilman in 1998, is an 
active member of the Classics Depart-
ment, teaching both Latin and Greek, 
and has taught English during her time 
at Gilman as well. Outside the classroom, 
Ms. DeSantis is a dedicated advisor, 
intramural coach, and Senior Encounter 
Coordinator and serves on numerous 
other committees around school. She 
will bring her passion, commitment to 
her students, and love of learning to the 
Hackley School in Tarrytown, New York, 
where she will be teaching Classics next 
year.
 Ms. DeSantis acknowledges, “As one’s 
parents get older, one really has the 
responsibility to do for them what they 
did for you.” Therefore, the decision to 
move to New York was a necessary one 
for her.
 At Hackley, Ms. DeSantis is looking 
forward to teaching a co-ed student body, 
expanding the Greek program, and the 
possibility of teaching Middle School 
students, since a number of departments 
at Hackley cross divisions.
 When asked about her favorite aspect 
of teaching at Gilman, Ms. DeSantis 
said, “Definitely the colleagues and the 
students.” She also noted that both her 
fellow faculty members and the students 
understand her and the way she thinks. 
The constant support Ms. DeSantis has 
received from the Gilman community 
has made her seventeen years here both 
enjoyable and educational. “People are 
passionate,” she remarked, “They’re 
broad thinking; nobody does anything by 
rote here … and the students, they have 
been so nice to me.”
 Her overwhelmingly positive experi-
ence at Gilman has helped Ms. DeSantis 
realize that “teaching is not just an occu-
pation; it’s really a vocation … [Helping in 
a young man’s development] is a position 
of great responsibility.”

 Ms. DeSantis’s great respect for and 
pride in the teaching profession has been 
clearly demonstrated in her work both in 
and out of the classroom. James Hemker 
(‘17), advisee of Ms. DeSantis, says “Ms. 
DeSantis was a great advisor who helped 
me a lot in my adjustment to the Upper 
School and was always really nice.”
 More than anything, Ms. DeSantis 
says she is “going to miss all the specific 
individuals here. I don’t know what I’m 
going to do without these guys [Classics 
Department]. We have so much fun up 
here [in the office].” She has particularly 
enjoyed teaching the Latin Lyric poetry 
class with her seniors because she can 
focus on the refined skill of translation – 
a more technical aspect of Latin – while 
also exploring the complicated themes 
within the literature of Catullus and 
Horace – a more abstract component of 
the language.
 When asked what Latin phrase best 
describes her time at Gilman and philoso-
phy on life, Ms. DeSantis called attention 
to the first line of Catullus 5: “Vivamus ... 
atque amemus” – “Let us live, and let us 
love.” For Ms. DeSantis, this line “boils 
down why we are here on this planet into 
two essentials … I love what I do, and I 
love the literature, and it’s a big part of 
my life.” It is no wonder, then, why she 

by spencer Morris by ben Murphy

Vale, Ms. Desantis Godspeed, Mr. Honohan

 This upcoming September, Mr. Matt 
Honohan’s passion and excitement in the 
Gilman community will be dearly missed. 
After ten years as a history teacher, coach, 
and advisor, Mr. Honohan will be leaving 
Gilman. 
 Mr. Honohan  studied as a graduate 
student at Ohio University after get-
ting his bachelor’s degree from Boston 
College, and then taught at the Wheeler 
School in Providence, Rhode Island. He 
came to Gilman to fulfill his love of his-
tory and sports.
 Mr. Honohan has taught U.S. History 
and European Civilizations as well as 
senior elective history classes. The past 
five years he has been the Chair of the 
History department, and will be replaced 
by Mr. Matthew Baum next year. 
 Mr. Honohan has been inspiring and 
motivating his students to achieve their 
full capability. When asked about Mr. 
Honohan and his European Civilization 
class, Connor Doak (‘17) responded, “Mr. 
Honohan makes class very interesting, 
and I felt like I learned a lot in his class.”
Since arriving at Gilman, Mr. Honohan 
has appeased his love for sports by coach-
ing both basketball and baseball during 
his ten years at Gilman. Gilman has been 
a great experience for Mr. Honohan as he 
says, “the people here are fantastic and 
I’ve always thought this is the best teach-
ing job you can ask for.” Gilman students 
have always stood out to him because of 

their passion and care for  their school 
work. 
 Mr. Heubeck comments, “Mr. Hono-
han has been an invaluable member of 
the history department and the athletic 
program . . . He is a constant professional, 
dedicated advisor, a true historian and we 
are going to miss having him around.”
 Unfortunately, Mr. Honohan will be 
leaving Gilman; returning to his home 
state of New Jersey where he will teach 
at the Pingry School. He will continue to 
fulfill his passion as a teacher and coach, 
while also spending time with his family. 

 “He always maintained a student’s 
interest.” This is what Aaron McNab-
ney (‘17) will miss most about Mr. Lee 
Hadbavny. After four years of teaching 
here, Mr. Hadbavny will be moving on 
to Atlanta, Georgia with his soon-to-be 
wife. His fiance, a doctor who specializes 
in infectious diseases, recently accepted a 
position at the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC).  During his time here, Mr. Had-
bavny became the advisor of Model UN, 
Gilman’s first Global Programs Coordina-
tor, and helped redesign the freshman 
World Cultures course.
 For Mr. Hadbavny, Model UN, “Has 
been a great way for me to get to know 
kids outside of the classroom.” Aaron 
expressed, “I really enjoyed my time 
at Model UN with Mr. Hadbavny. His 
character and patience are extremely 
commendable.” 
 In addition, Mr. Hadbavny stated, 
“The work that I have done with Global 
Programs has sparked my interests. I 
really believe that this is essential to 

schools. That is some-
thing I feel really pas-
sionate about. I spend a 
lot of time doing it and I 
really love it.” 
 Now that Mr. Had-
bavny is leaving Gilman 
his students agree that 
to say they are extremely 
sad is an understate-
ment .  Hi s  s t udent , 
Will McCreadie (‘18), 
reflected, “[His] World 
C u lt u r e s  c l a s s  w a s 
a lways somet hing I 
looked forward to. His interesting dis-
cussions and in-depth knowledge of the 
material always made for an enjoyable 
class.”
 Mr. Matt Honohan, History Depart-
ment Chair, and also departing faculty 
member, reflected on Mr. Hadbavny’s 
time here and his unique teaching capa-
bilities. “He has the ability to engage stu-
dents on a really high level intellectually 

teaches this poem to her Latin Lyric class 
on the first day of school.
 In reference to Ms. DeSantis’ depar-
ture, Classics department chair Mr. 
Broadus comments, “She [Ms. Desantis] 
will be missed.”
 Gus Meny (’16) remarks, “She made 
Latin a lot of fun, and there was an appar-
ent love of the Classics in the way she 
taught. I especially loved her appreciation 
for Latin poetry. She instilled in me a 
great appreciation for rhetorical devices 
used by Ancient Latin authors. I will miss 
her next year!” 

 As she departs, Ms. DeSantis has taken 
a page out of the book of Detrick Man-
ning’s (’15) senior speech. She hopes that 
the takeaway for her students “is that they 
must strive to be empathetic and to feel 
things as other people feel them … Empa-
thy is the master skill and is extremely 
important for every aspect of life.”
 The Gilman community wishes Ms. 
DeSantis the best of luck in the next 
chapter of her life in New York. “Vale,” 
Ms. DeSantis!

and to teach students 
well on a wide variety of 
subjects.”
    On a more personal 
level ,  Mr.  Honohan 
added that “As a teacher, 
he’s been really great to 
work with as well and 
has done a lot of work 
that students wouldn’t 
see on the curriculum, 
not to mention Model 
UN. He’s really contrib-
uted to our school in a lot 
of different ways. That’s 

going to be hard to replace.”
 Mr. Hadbavny admitted that he would 
also miss Baltimore when he stated: 
“Baltimore has meant a lot to me. I think 
coming to Baltimore was a pleasant 
surprise to me in many ways. Everyone 
I know who has moved to Baltimore has 
loved it here and there is so much going 
on in this city, and it’s a very lively place. 
Sometimes I feel like people who live here 

don’t appreciate it as much until they 
have moved away. If you step back from 
it and look at Baltimore in the scheme of 
America, Baltimore’s a great city.”
 Mr. Jason Sport faced the fact that 
Gilman would be losing, “A tremendous 
knowledge of history and passion for 
teaching. He is a guy that has the knowl-
edge to work in higher education, but he 
has a true passion for working with high 
school students. We lost someone who I 
think is authentic and genuine. [He has] 
care for students and colleagues, and we 
are losing someone who I think really 
wants to make students better people. 
His work with Global Programs, and how 
passionate he is about exposing people 
to places beyond America and Europe, 
and really getting people to understand 
different cultures of the world, is a really 
big loss for the school.” 
 Although Gilman has, “felt like home 
for the last four years,” to Mr. Hadbavny, 
he starts another chapter in his journey, 
and we wish him the best. 

by conraD cleMens

Bon Voyage, Mr. Hadbavny
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Bidding Farewell to a Classic 
Teacher Buena Suerte Señorita Butler

Farewell Thou Art Too Dear For My Possessing

 At the end of this school year, Gilman 
will say goodbye to Dr. Daniel Houston, 
a valued member of the Classics depart-
ment. Though he has only been at Gilman 
for three years, Dr. Houston has had a 
significant impact on the Classics Depart-

ment and on the overall Gilman com-
munity. Dr. Houston taught Greek and 
Latin while also completing his doctorate 
at John Hopkins University. Dr. Houston 
also had an advisory and was the faculty 
advisor to the Classics Club. Dr. Houston 
only decided to leave Gilman recently due 
to family matters, and as he said, “Family 
first.” 
 When asked what he thinks he is going 
to miss most about Gilman, Dr. Houston 
remarked, “Definitely the students. There 
is no doubt I’ve made lasting friendships 
with both students and faculty.” Dr. 
Houston was always a caring and con-
siderate teacher who continually went the 
extra mile, whether it was for a student 
who needed some extra help or simply to 
have a conversation after a long day. Dr. 
Houston believes that he possibly could 

 At the end of the this year, the Modern 
Language Department will be losing 
another valuable teacher, as Ms. Erin 
Butler will be leaving Gilman to complete 
her master’s degree. Ms. Butler will be 
traveling to Lima, Peru in order to com-
plete an interdisciplinary program in 
linguistics; for her the program will also 

incorporate archaeology, anthropology, 
and history.
 Ms. Butler says that after obtaining her 
master’s degree she would like to “work 
with international education in some 
capacity.” She says that she would like 
to combine her interests in “education, 
foreign travel, and language.” Ms. Butler 
does not see a return to Gilman in “the 
immediate future” however, she says “if 
the opportunity presents itself I might 
consider it.”
 Although Ms. Butler may not return 
to Gilman, she says that she definitely 
will miss some aspects of it, especially  
her students because they are “genuinely 
interested in subject material,” and she 
will miss “sharing that interest with 
them.” She says that overall Gilman has 

 Laid-back, thoughtful, inspired, and 
talented are just some of the adjectives 
used by the English Department to 
describe their colleague, Mr. William 
Schutt. As Gilman’s 2013-2014 and 
2014-2015 Tickner Writing Fellow, this 
is Mr. Schutt’s last year teaching here. 
Mr. Schutt is a published poet, the fac-
ulty advisor for Paragon, and teacher of 
a creative writing and poetry class here 
in the Upper School.
 Mr. Schutt has made a great impact on 
the Gilman community. English Depart-
ment Chair Mr. Patrick Hastings admit-
ted that, “We will really miss his energy 
and spirit of creativity.” English teacher 
Mr. Chris Dawson agreed that he would 
be missed because he is, “Someone who 
is acclaimed far beyond the walls of the 
school. I am not aware of any Gilman 
faculty who are published poets, and I 
feel that he probably appeals to students 
in ways that other teachers cannot.”
 Mr. Schutt reflected upon the English 
Department by saying, “It is very welcom-

return to Gilman, noting, “I’d love to [be 
back at Gilman] in the future and that’s 
definitely something I’d like to keep open 
since it is such a great place to work . . . 
there is no doubt that I would keep that 
option open.”
 In regards to Gilman, Dr. Houston 
reflected, “What I’ve learned most at 
Gilman is that I can reach students best 
by being a ‘real’ person. A lot of teachers 
have a teacher persona, there’s a sort of 
act being a teacher which means being 
a certain person- a person the students 
expects, the person that is going to meet 
the students needs and I started off doing 
something like that, but what I’ve learned 
the past couple years at Gilman is that I 
form the best relationships with students 
. . . if I show them who I really am . . . 
and I’ve learned at Gilman, that being a 
real person, showing the students that 
you are a real person, is very important.” 
Dr. Houston has clearly learned as much 
from Gilman as Gilman has from him. 
 Mr. Heubeck commented, “He’s [Dr. 
Houston] has strengthened the Classics 
department and I think what he’s brought 
to the students is a love of the Classics 
outside of the classroom . . . which has 
just been fabulous.” Classics Department 
chair, Mr. Broadus remarked, “He will be 
missed.” 
 When asked how he feels about Dr. 
Houston or ‘Housto,’ as he refers to him, 
leaving, Nirakar Pandey (’17) commented, 
“Mr. Houston, now Dr. Houston, is more 
than just a teacher to me. He helped 
me start the Classics Club which is now 
very successful, and he has become a 
role model to all of the students he has 
taught. I wish he did not have to go, and 
I will miss him a lot.” Dr. Houston will be 
truly missed by all, and we wish him all 
the best with his future endeavors beyond 
Gilman!

by brian nelson

by Davis booth

provided her with a great experience 
and given her many memories that will 
stick with her forever.  Ms. Butler says 
that her most embarrassing memory was 
when the Traveling Men sang the song 
“where they kneel by all of the different 
female faculty members, and I was in the 
back, and one of the Traveling Men came 

sprinting down the aisle and knelt and 
grabbed my hand. And I remember being 
mortified, because every single person in 
the entire audience turned and looked.”
 When asked about Ms. Butler’s time 
at Gilman, Mr. Joe Duncan, Chair of the 
Modern Language Department said “She 
is an energetic teacher who works with 
students whenever they need more help. 
She has a creative classroom environment 
for students to learn the language.”
 All in all, Ms. Butler says that she is 
thankful for the experience that Gilman 
provided for her and she is looking for-
ward to completing her master’s degree 
in Peru. We all want to thank her for her 
help as a Gilman teacher and we wish her 
good luck with her future endeavors.

ing, and kind, and interested in books, 
and talking about literature, and engag-
ing me in that conversation, and talking 
about poetry, so that’s been good.”
 He will miss the students he has been 
teaching as well. “They have a fresh per-
spective on some of the poems or stories 
that I’ve been teaching, that I’ve known 
for a long time, but they bring a different 
viewpoint and that has been great. It was 
a much more dynamic experience than 

by conraD cleMens

[teaching] a regular college group,” he 
says.
 Although he is sad to be leaving 
Gilman, he also noted, “My wife and I 
are going to stay in Baltimore. I now have 
teaching gigs around the city.” Because 
Mr. Schutt enjoyed living in Baltimore so 
much, he decided that he is going to stay 
here: “It’s big enough that there’s a lot of 
culturally interesting things going on, but 
it’s not so big that it’s overwhelming and 

you don’t know what to do with your time 
because you are overwhelmed by how 
many things are going on. It’s culturally 
significant.”
 In his free time, Mr. Schutt will con-
tinue with his writing. He is currently 
writing a second book of poems, and 
collaborating on two screenplays with 
his brother, a screenwriter. One of these 
screenplays is, “Sort of an action adven-
ture story. I have sort of been trying to 
write it since high school. It’s the story 
of the abolitionist John Brown. And in 
particular when he moved to Kansas and 
fought with the southern roughians. It’s 
been taking me a long time.”
 Mr. Hastings reflected upon Mr. Schutt 
by saying, “He has brought to all of us in 
the department some interesting and new 
and contemporary works that we have 
been able to talk about and think about 
in the context of our courses, and he is 
a great teacher who has inspired lots of 
students to write really good works.” It 
is safe to say that any student or faculty 
member who knew him could say the 
same. 
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Adios Señor Beitel

by Will renDe 

 During his two years at Gilman, Señor 
Beitel became known as the personable, 
easy-going Spanish teacher that was both 
a friend and an educator to his students. 
From his energetic teaching style to his 
great sense of humor, Sr. Beitel’s absence 
will certainly not go unnoticed next year.
 A f ter teaching 
Spanish to all four 
grades since 2013, 
Sr. Beitel will be 
taking his English 
and Spanish skills to 
Spain. Being fluent 
in both languages, 
his new job, teach-
ing English to Span-
ish students, will 
require him to do the 
opposite of what he 
has done at Gilman. 
A lt hough it  may 
seem like transi-
tioning between two 
completely different 
countries would be 
difficult, Sr. Beitel is 
no stranger to Spain, 
as he has already 
spent chapters of his life there, including 
leading the Tri-School Seville exchange in 
the spring of 2014.
 “In terms of living and getting around 
and being with people and arranging 
apartments and stuff like that, it’s just 
like another city for me,” said Sr. Beitel 
on what life will be like in Spain.
 A graduate of Dickinson College, Sr. 
Beitel majored in International Studies 
and Spanish before immediately being 
hired by Gilman as a full time Spanish 
teacher at 22-years old. With a great 
personality and thorough knowledge of 
the language, Sr. Beitel was a perfect fit 
for the school.

 When asked what makes Sr. Beitel 
unique as a Spanish teacher, Sr. Duncan 
said, “Mr. Beitel has a natural sensibil-
ity for the students that he teaches. He 
is energetic and always has time to help 
a student improve his grasp of the lan-
guage.” 
 One of the aspects of Gilman that Sr. 

Beitel found espe-
cially unique is the 
sense of community 
that exists every day 
during lunchtime. 
“Something that all 
you boys who are 
reading this w il l 
understand later in 
life is that working at 
a place where there’s 
breakfast and lunch 
and being able to sit 
with a large major-
ity of the faculty and 
all the boys eating 
in the same room at 
once is a really cool 
thing, and not every 
private school has 
that, and definitely 
not public schools.”

 Along with this “communal eating 
time,” Sr. Beitel also enjoyed the fact 
that teachers have a lot of contact with 
students. “I feel like here, that final free 
period is more useful than the free peri-
ods that I had in high school in that kids 
are encouraged to see teachers and teach-
ers encourage students to go see them, 
and I think that that’s a great model.”
 Although his time at Gilman was 
somewhat short lived, Gilman was lucky 
to have him for any period of time. We 
wish Señor Beitel luck with his future life 
in Spain.

Sea, Air, and Blaze

 This year, Mr. Blake Blaze joined the 
Gilman Upper School Math department 
as a Cooper Fellow,  a teacher who Gilman 
hires right out of college. Before this, he 
was a Jefferson Scholar at the Univer-
sity of Virginia. In addition to teaching 
math, Mr. Blaze was a three sport coach 
in football, basketball, and tennis. In 
regards to Mr. Blaze coaching JV tennis, 
Chip Barrett (‘18)  commented, “Mr. Blaze 
supported the entire team throughout 
the season. He was an awesome coach. 
We always had fun after school during 
practice.”
 Next year, Mr. Blaze 
will be leaving Gilman 
to pursue a career 
in the Navy’s most 
elite special forces, 
the SEALs, which is 
an acronym for Sea, 
Air, and Land. A few 
months ago he took 
a written test, like 
the SATs, called the 
OAR (Officer Aptitude 
Rating) upon which 
he scored well enough 
to get into SOAS, the 
first step in becom-
ing a Navy SEAL. The 
OAR is a section of the 
ASTB (Aviation Selec-
tion Test Battery) 
 Mr. Blaze thoroughly enjoyed his time 
here at Gilman, saying “Coming into the 
year, I expected it to be fun, but I did not 
expect to become this attached to the 
community.” Mr. Blaze was very popular 
among students. 
  “Dedicated,” “easy going,” “flexible.” 
These are words that Mr. Heubeck uses 
to describe Mr. Blaze’s year at Gilman. 
“[Mr. Blaze was] so dedicated. He was 
here every day all day. He coached three 
sports. He built relationships with kids 
and kept them all year. His classroom 
skills were pretty obvious. He taught in 
the middle school. Being able to go from 
high school to middle school is pretty 
remarkable.” 
 His SEAL Training will begin in 

by lee sherline August  where he will go through a Navy 
SEAL assessment program called SEAL 
Officer Selection process (SOAS). The 
SOAS are held in San Diego, California 
and will last for two weeks. 
 After this, he will go to Officer Candi-
date School (OCS) to train for ten weeks. 
During this time he will learn what it 
takes to be in the Navy- morally, mentally, 
and physically. 
 After the OCS training, the next step 
is to go to Basic Underwater Demolition/
SEALs (BUD/S). This is the most brutal 
training to go through when becoming a 
SEAL. At BUD/S, SEAL Candidates go 

through a three week 
orientation which is fol-
lowed by three phases of 
training. These phases 
consist of physical condi-
tioning, combat diving, 
and land warfare. 
     The final step before 
becoming Navy SEAL 
ready, is to go to the 
SE A L qu a l i f ic at ion 
training (SQT). This is 
where Mr. Blaze will 
learn to specialize what 
he will do in the Navy 
SEALs. If he graduates 
SQT, he will be immedi-
ately placed into a SEAL 
team and he will begin 
to train for his first mis-
sion. 

 Mr. Blaze was first interested in joining 
the Navy when he was in high school. He 
says, “I have always wanted to serve. My 
first idea that I would join the Navy was in 
my sophomore year of high school. Origi-
nally I thought I wanted to be a pilot. The 
more I learned about that track the more 
I realized it was probably not the best for 
me. I first was interested in joining the 
Navy SEALs when I read the book Lone 
Survivor by Marcus Luttrell. The time it 
hit me that I wanted to actually join the 
SEALs was during my junior year in col-
lege.” 
 Although Mr. Blaze only taught at 
Gilman for a year, he will be remembered 
for his entertaining classes and friendly 
personality. Hooyah, Mr. Blaze.sports experience for a bunch of kids who 

I meet in my Middle School classroom 
who I think, hey, I think I have a lot in 
common with that kid.” His ultimate goal 
was to give a “whole bunch of guys who 
would otherwise be third string goalies or 
fourth string wide receivers” the opportu-
nity to play the game that meant so much 
to him and provided him with so much 
joy. By 2003, after a year of intramurals 
and a year of club, that farfetched goal, in 
a state where men’s high school volleyball 
was just beginning to catch fire, became 
a reality, as Gilman staged their first ever 
MIAA varsity and Junior Varsity teams.
 Eerily similar to the atmosphere that 
Mr. Gabbey created in his classrooms, the 
Old Gym became a place where students 
worked extremely hard, achieved tremen-
dous results, and enjoyed every minute of 
it. The last two years, the JV and Varsity 
teams have combined for a record of 60-4 
along with 4 championships. What makes 
the volleyball program so phenomenal, 
however, is not the amount of wins; it is 
the team’s place in the community.
As Mr. Gabbey explained, he intended 
for volleyball to serve as “one slice of the 
pie” in the lives of students who have 

the potential to be “Gilman Renaissance 
men”.  “I cannot play another sport or take 
on an extracurricular activity because I 
have to train for volleyball all year round,” 
said no Gilman volleyball player ever.     
 Perhaps what makes Mr. Gabbey so 
exceptional is the simple fact that he is, 
in his words, “a pretty legitimate guy.” 
Obviously, this is a dramatic understate-
ment, but his likeability seems to drive 

the success of everybody around him. 
Over the course of seven years, starting in 
Middle School all the way through senior 
year, Mr. Gabbey has consistently formed 
irrefutable bonds with his players. These 
relationships, based upon mutual respect 
and genuine friendship, are what encour-
ages the happiness and accomplishments 
of Mr. Gabbey’s student-athletes. As 
he explained it, “[because we like each 
other], I end up working harder for [my 
players], and [my players] end up work-
ing harder for me... there are magical, 
invisible ways that knowing my players as 
something more than what they give me 

on the court translates into” this program 
being so great.   
 Star setter, possibly future Yale club 
volleyball player, and former advisee of 
Mr. Gabbey, Jack Auen (’15), summed 
up what everyone had to say about Mr. 

Gabbey pretty nicely: “Coach Gabbey 
has been and will continue to be one of 
the most important people in my life 
outside of my parents, and he truly is the 
best coach that I’ve ever had, not because 
of what he taught me on the court, but 
because of the impact he had on me as a 
person.” 
 In truth, the volleyball program has 
turned out to be exactly what Mr. Gabbey 
wanted it to be: “a slice of the pie.” 
Although nobody should overlook the 
on-court success of this year’s 1st place, 
undefeated varsity team, Mr. Gabbey 
is equally proud to say that the varsity 

roster boasted artists, an actor, the senior 
class president, the managing editor of 
The News, the varsity lacrosse captain… 
the list goes on. While Mr. Gabbey said 
that he wanted volleyball to be a sport 
for the “Gilman Renaissance man,” 
he is, without question, a modern day 
Renaissance man himself. His example, 
encouragement, and interest are what 
has molded countless students into well-
rounded, superb guys.
 Mr. Gabbey is passing the torch to 
former varsity captain, William Allen-
bach (’09). Excited and determined to 
preserve the Gilman volleyball tradition, 
he explained, “It falls to me, the coaching 
staff, and senior leadership to maintain 
the environment of excellence on and off 
the court that Coach Gabbey has created.”
 Although there will never be another 
Neil Gabbey, the program that he created 
will last as long as Gilman does. Next 
year, he will be having the same profound 
impact on students at the Savannah 
Country Day School. They do not have a 
boys volleyball team...yet.  

GABBEY,  continued from page 1

”“But what sets Mr. Gabbey apart is not his 
passion; it is his ability to impassion.
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Scheduling: Oh, The Humanities
by conraD cleMens

Towards the end of each 
school year, the incoming 
students of each grade must 
choose their classes for next 
year, but is it always really a 
choice?  Students who take 
two languages really don’t 

have any other options to explore until 
senior year besides a potential fifth period 
class.   The tenth graders who may want 
to take Humanities have to take a double 
language or continue with art just to be 
put into the Humanities lottery.   Should 
underclassmen be allowed to take an 
elective class instead of a math or science 
course because each student only needs to 
take six credits of these courses combined 
to graduate? 
 At Gilman’s sister schools,  Bryn Mawr 
and Roland Park Country School, “visual 
art” is a required course, but at Gilman, 
students who double language don’t even 
have the option to take a visual arts course 
besides Design and Woodworking, Film 
Production, or Design and Publication.  
According to Mr. Connolly, Chair of the 
Art Department, Gilman has, “explored 
this [having art as a required course] 
intermittently over the years and as it 

stands, the closest we [Gilman] got to it 
was looking at a notion of where there 
would be a broadly defined arts require-
ment where students would be compelled 
to take some form of an arts elective over 
the course of the four years. A student 
would have the opportunity to engage 
in a discipline for which they had some 
natural inclination.” Because it is not a 
requirement, all the art options are not 
available to all students. He added, “At 
the Upper School level you are dealing 
with students who should be afforded the 
opportunity to make choices within the 
arts based on their inclination, and what 
has actually happened is that, on average, 
80% of our graduates take some form of 
an arts experience over their course of 
their time here, be that of the fine arts 
program or the music program.” Because 
of this, he sees no reason that any arts 
class should be a required course. 
 Humanities is a course that meets 
every day and replaces 10th grade Eng-
lish and History. It is loved by most who 
take it, and yearned for by some who 
don’t. Lawson Menefee (’17) expressed, “I 
enjoy Humanities because it is the perfect 
blend of History and English. Writing 

every day, each week really helps to learn 
the history aspect of the course while also 
improving writing skills. Meeting every 
day with a fun class and an extraordi-
narily interesting teacher [Mr. Spragins] 
has been a high point of the academic 
year.” Besides being one of his favorite 
classes because of the teacher and the 
fun people in the class, Lawson loves 
the structure of the class: “It [having 
the class daily] keeps information fresh 
in the mind and functions as something 
to look forward to each day. If given the 
chance to take European Civilization and 
English instead [of Humanities], I would 
pick Humanities any day of the week.” 
 The only students who are put into the 
class are those who take Drawing and 
Painting II as well as some of the 10th 
graders who double language. Adrian Lee 
(’17) and Jon English (’17) agree that given 
the choice, they would have rather taken 
Humanities instead of English and His-
tory. Adrian said that, “Everyone should 
be allowed take Humanities because 
everyone deserves the same opportu-
nities.” Jon agreed that, “[They] think 
[they] would have enjoyed and benefited 
from taking Humanities rather than the 

contrary.” Currently the only Humani-
ties teacher is Mr. Spragins. As a result, 
there is only one class, because teaching 
a class that meets every day requires a 
lot of time.  Any teacher teaching two 
Humanities classes would not have any 
time in his/her schedule for any other 
classes. Some of the students who would 
like to take it probably don’t know that 
it only counts as an English credit. Mr. 
Spragins also agrees that more students 
should be allowed to take Humanities 
if they want to, but he understands the 
administration’s decision to only have 
one Humanities course. He would also be 
curious to see how many students would 
sign up for the course given the option 
between the two classes.
 Although not every student would 
agree that their schedule is exactly how 
they would like it, many could. However, 
to accommodate every student’s desires 
might be too much to ask. For students 
who take two double language classes, 
they have to deal with the repercussions 
of that choice, which is that they will have 
no other choices. Should students have 
more of a say in what they get to take?

Better Understanding for a Better World

After my JV baseball game, 
on April 22, I headed to the 
BWI Sheraton Hotel. There, 
I would be participating in 
a global interfaith/intercul-
tural leadership conference 

called Better Understanding for a Better 
World (BUBW) hosted by Civilizations 
Exchange and Cooperation Foundation 
(CECF). At this conference there were 
95 exchange students from 33 different 
countries who were all studying in the 
United States for the school year. Before 
arriving, I was skeptical and a bit nervous 
about the whole thing, but afterwards I 
can easily say that this was the most eye 
opening event of which I have ever been 
a part.
 According to the information pro-
vided, the goal of the conference was to 
“Emphasize worldwide citizenship and 
cultural competency development, focus 
on leadership development and being 
ambassadors of goodwill, reconciliation 
and justice, and encourage civic engage-
ment among program participants.” This 
is all well and good on paper, but ‘what 
does this actually look like?’ was the 
question I asked beforehand. I can tell 
you that it looks like a bunch of teenagers 
from around the world coming together 
in one room and discussing some of the 
world’s toughest issues, not only global 
ones but the problems that each of our 
countries were facing, some of which 
were completely unknown to the group. 
 The most enlightening moment of the 
conference for me was when the leader 
asked two questions directed to the 
group, the first of which being, “do you 
know anyone who wishes they were born 
in the United States?” and he continued, 
“are you afraid to return back to your 
home country because it is dangerous?” 
In response to both of these questions 
almost everyone’s hand in the room shot 
up in the air. It was at that moment when 
I realized just how fortunate I am to be 
an American and to live in the United 
States. Another, equally moving moment 

by brian nelson was when one Pakistani student said that 
he was called a terrorist by people in his 
school and asked to leave a movie theater 
because he “looked like a terrorist.” In 
reply to this, I stood up in front of all 
the exchange students from all around 
the world and said, “I’m sorry, I’m sorry 
that people in my country are ignorant. 
I’m sorry that my country has let you 
down.” After feeling so fortunate to be 
an American one moment, the next I was 
embarrassed, embarrassed by my fellow 
countrymen. 
 It’s not every day that you sleep in the 
same room as a Palestinian, Ghanaian, 
and a Turkestanian. It was so wonderful 
to learn about each of their cultures and 
how they are so different yet so similar. I 
met someone from Ukraine and was able 
to get her firsthand opinion of the situa-
tion there. When I asked my friend from 
Serbia where she sees her country in 20 
years, she said that she has no idea. To 
put that in perspective, that is only three 
to five presidents from now. In the US, I 
think we can safely say the country will 
not look all that differently from today, 
but she has no idea and even said that she 
wouldn’t be surprised if Serbia doesn’t 
even exist in 20 years. 
 The most disheartening aspect of the 
conference came only one day afterward. 
After discussing for five days how we 
were going to make the world a better 
place, my own city saw its worst riots 
since the civil rights movement in 1968. It 
was heartbreaking to watch my own city 
burn on national television when only a 
day earlier I had been talking with my 
friends from around the globe about how 
we were going to make the world a better 
place and going to live in harmony. It just 
shows how much work we have to do. 
 Finally, I will close with one word: 
Love. While I was doubtful that the 
world could ever really live in peace, after 
attending BUBW I have renewed hope 
that it is truly possible, because although 
it may sound cliché, as the Beatles put it 
so perfectly, “All you need is love, love, 
love is all you need.”

Bauman Casts his Vote for ‘3-2-1’ 

‘3-2-1 Voting’ has been 
a controversial issue for 
the entire time that I have 
been a student in the Upper 
School. There are mixed 
opinions about this system, 

in which juniors’ votes count for three 
points toward a candidate, sophomores 
as two, and freshmen receive one in the 
school presidential election. Many will 
argue that the ‘3-2-1 Voting’ system is 
unfair, and say that this system does not 
allow everyone to have an equal voice. 
Freshman Will Dewire is one of the 
people in this school of thought saying, 
“Clear supremacy. Why is a senior’s vote 
worth more than mine? Injustice.” How-
ever, a closer exploration of the circum-
stances surrounding the vote for school 
president reveals that this system is both 
practical and fair. 
 The Juniors should receive more votes 
than other classes for the simple fact that 
they know more about the candidates 
than either the Sophomores or Fresh-
men. They have spent close to three 
years in high school with the people who 
they are voting for and have the best 
sense of the person’s ability to lead the 
community. Many freshmen, and even 
many sophomores, might be meeting 
these candidates for the first time when 
the candidate gets up on the auditorium 
stage to give his speech. However, the 
Juniors have watched their counterparts 
throughout high school. This knowledge 
of the potential candidate’s skills and 
character certainly makes each junior 
more qualified and deserving of a higher 
percentage of the vote. 
 Can underclassmen make the case 
that they are as much a part of the Upper 
School as Upperclassmen? Sure. But the 
senior’s final year is their year. Just like 
it will be in the near future for the under-
classmen. Can the younger members of 
the Upper School say that they provide a 
fresh, unjaded opinion on the candidates? 
Absolutely. But the job of school president 
is really about perceived leadership and 
enthusiasm. The best judge of a person’s 

by alex bauMan leadership ability isn’t someone who has 
only seen a five minute speech that the 
candidate has made, the best judge is 
the person who the candidate has been 
classmates with since they were young. 
 The other factor that makes Juniors 
more worthy of receiving three votes 
is that the Juniors (soon to be Seniors) 
are most affected by the decisions that 
the Student Body President makes and 
the interactions he has with administra-
tion. Senior year is the last chance for 
those students to make their mark on 
Gilman. With the responsibilities placed 
on Seniors, including being expected to 
lead the Upper School and student body 
as a whole by example, should come some 
privileges. Homecoming, Spring Dance, 
and sporting events that are frequently 
senior dominated affect the Seniors more 
significantly than the Underclassmen 
who have one, two, or three more home-
comings, spring dances, and “Storm the 
Pools” to experience in their careers. The 
Seniors lead cheers and teams, they plan 
the theme and music of the dances; they 
are the face of the Upper School. And, 
while Underclassmen may dislike this, 
the president is an extension of the senior 
class that he represents. The senior class 
simply requires more say in the election. 
It’s only fair to the people who will be 
leaving the school and want their final 
year to be memorable. 
 The question does remain, however, 
why we have this system in the first place? 
When asked this question, Mr. Heubeck, 
Upper School Head, said, “Well, that’s 
just the way it has been done. Maybe this 
summer, we will re-examine the system.” 
I implore the administration to hold the 
system the way it is. I was as much a 
proponent of this system as a freshman, 
as I am now, and as I will be as a senior. 
I know my time is coming, and will want 
the privileges that my predecessors have 
enjoyed in choosing their senior leader. I 
will want my senior year to be as memo-
rable and will want to feel a certain own-
ership of it in two years. Retain 3-2-1, it’s 
only fair.
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Photos of Nice Work If You Can Get It
photos by basil apostolo
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Sports Photos of The Year
photos courtesy of GilMan cynosure
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By The Numbers: College Edition
5

number of students going to 
Georgetown Univeristy, the most 

commonly attended school by Gilman 
Class of 2015 graduates

2
students attending school outside of the 

United States

30% 
of students 

attending schools 
below the Mason 

Dixon line

31%
of students attending liberal arts schools

115
graduating students

76
different schools

13
students attending 

school in 
Maryland

78
students attending 
school on the East 

Coast

32%
of students 

attending a school 
that starts with the 

letter ‘U’



June 7, 2015        Gilman School           www.GilmanNews.com     Volume CXIV No. 7 page 11

Honor Board: Behind The Scenes
by clayton hebert 

Apart from those who 
have been unfortunate 
enough to experience one, 
Honor Board meetings are 
quite unfamiliar to the 
average student at Gilman. 

Unknown to many, there is an organized 
and democratic process that determines 
the verdict given to an honor code viola-
tor. The Honor Committee is comprised 
of one freshman representative, two 
Sophomores, three Juniors, and three 
seniors along with the School President. 
Ms. Mildred McKeachie serves as the 
Chair of the Committee with Mr. Vincent 
Dinoso as a supporting faculty repre-
sentative. In addition, the Form Chair 
of the student who has committed the 
violation serves on the committee as well. 
A meeting is called regarding an honor 
code violation with offenses including 
but not limited to, academic plagiarism, 
cheating, and lying to a teacher.
 When speaking with Ms. McKeachie, 
she spoke of the importance of having 
student representatives on the commit-
tee, “Honor in school communities is 
best developed when it’s a student run 
situation rather than an administration 
vs. the student’s situation… when you 
have both the adults and the students in 
discussion of what trust means and what 
honor means, then it seems like you’re 
fostering a community together where 
decisions are made as a whole.”
 An Honor Board meeting begins with 
the teacher who brought forward the case 
recounting his or her story on exactly 
what occurred. During this time, he or 
she also brings up any type of evidence 
associated with the case, such as the 
test in a cheating case. Once this has 
occurred, the teacher leaves and the stu-
dent enters with his advisor. The student 
proceeds to give his side of the story, 
describing what had happened leading 
up to the incident, the actual action that 
he perceives to be wrong, and his current 

feelings about his decisions as well as any 
other details he may happen to include. 
The committee is able to ask both the 
teacher and student questions in order 
to obtain clarification. The advisor then 
speaks on behalf of his or her advisee and 
expounds upon the good qualities of the 
student, specifically addressing whether 
he has done anything else outstanding in 
the community whether that be in a posi-
tive or negative manner. The student and 
advisor then leave the meeting, leaving 
just the Honor Board and Form Chair in 
the room in the room to discuss the case. 
During this time, the committee consid-
ers possible verdicts. The voting process 
then begins with any representative 
putting forward the motion for a certain 
punishment. For this to pass, someone 
needs to second the motion, and then it 
needs to achieve a majority. In total, the 
whole process takes on average an hour 
and thirty minutes. That being said, Ms. 
McKeachie claims the longest meeting 
she had been apart of took eight hours. 
She also spoke of the time period when 
the committee sees the most frequent 
honor code violations, “it’s leading up to 
end of a marking period or semester...
mostly it’s those crunch times when it 
feels like every subject has a major proj-
ect.” 
 For the student representatives, 
serving on the committee can often be 
a daunting task in trying to find the 
delicate balance between defending a 
classmate and imposing the appropri-
ate punishment. As sophomore Nirakar 
Pandey describes, “Making decisions 
are very hard considering the people 
who come forth are peers. Many people 
forget our purpose which is to defend 
our classmates who come forth before 
the honor board. Sometimes people are 
intimidated by us but we are trying to 
vouch for our classmates.” Whether it be 
handling a plagiarism, cheating, or lying 
case, the Honor Board strives to preserve 
the integrity and tradition of the school’s 
honor code.

Bow Ties

Assembly Dismissals

Throughout my years at 
Gilman, my school ward-
robe has slowly evolved. 
I’ve transitioned from col-
lared polos to button-up 
shirts, from brightly col-

ored sneakers to leather dress shoes, and  
from a neon crimson emergency belt to a 
tie. Yet there is one thing that I’ve never 
incorporated into my daily attire: the 
bowtie. 
 The fashion world is a diverse one, 
perhaps best visualized like a chain of 
islands. There are islands of polo wearers 
and button-up wearers, those who put on 
boots when it’s sunny, those who wear 
t-shirts in the snow, the land of socks 
and sandals, and even a tiny, tiny island 
of adults who still actually wear Crocs. 
Those who wear bowties and those who 
wear neckties are on two distinctly differ-
ent islands, separated by a wide sea. Both 
have very different ways of life and both 
are proud of it. They go about their days 
shooting suspicious glances across the 
water at the others, occasionally waving 
in amused confusion as the boat of bolo-
tie wearers drifts past.
 One must be born a bowtie person. 
Deep in one’s soul, I suppose, something 
must say “Yes. This is what I must wear. 
Always.” I, for better or for worse, have 
never heeded the siren call of the bowtie. 

As assembly nears its end, 
the appetites of the student 
body start to grow more 
ravenous as they anticipate 
darting out of the audito-
rium and into the cafeteria. 
The only problem is that 

one section may be called first to be dis-
missed for unfair periods of time, leaving 
the others last. One can hear the moans 
if their section has not been called first 
for the second or third consecutive time. 
According to an informal survey taken 
from May 5th to May 11th, the North sec-
tion was not dismissed first once. Some 
may think that the organization of the 
dismissal is nonexistent, as if the sections 
are being randomly chosen. According 
to another informal survey, 13 out of 15 
students think that the center section gets 
dismissed first the most often due to the 
large size of that section. If the larger sec-
tion gets dismissed first, the lunch lines 
get longer much more quickly, leaving 
the people in the smaller sections waiting 
for a long time to get lunch. The reason 
for this is that there is not a real system 
for dismissing the sections. According 
to Ben Oliver (‘17) of the north section, 
“It was pretty consistent last year with 

by Michael holMes

by Jesse blooMberG

 For one thing, there’s the maintenance. 
It’s a feat just to be able to tie a bowtie; 
there are entire websites dedicated to 
tutorials. I, on the other hand, didn’t 
learn how to tie even a necktie until upper 
school (I spent middle school loosening 
it and slipping it on and off whenever it 
was needed). A bowtie person, once they 
are seen in a bowtie, is someone who will 
never look right in anything else after-
wards. 
  Still, what most bowtie wearers will 
tell you most frequently is that a bowtie 
is the ultimate symbol of ‘class.’ Unfor-
tunately, it may be time to admit that 
they’re right. Considering Gilman’s cur-
rent headmaster, a practically certified 
bowtie man, it’s clear that they’ve won. In 
fact, wasn’t it only last year that a bowtie 
was distributed to every member of the 
student body, to celebrate Mr. Smyth’s 
appointment? Bowties that many of us 
then wore through the day before bring-
ing into our homes? Our homes! In the 
face of such defeat, sometimes I wonder 
if it’s time for me to retire my old neck-
ties and fish out my clip-on bowtie from 
whatever nook or cranny it’s currently 
watching me from. Maybe then, when the 
bowtie wearers come for me, they’ll have 
mercy on my finally classy soul. 

Ms. Turner; I guess she had a rotation or 
wrote it down.” There have been ongoing 
debates about which section should be 
dismissed first, with each side having a 
valid point. 
 Change is needed, and according 
to Aaron McNabney (‘17), it would be 
preferable to have “someone besides 
Mr. Heubeck keeping track of it because 
. . . Mr. Heubeck has a lot on his plate.” 
Even Mr. Heubeck agrees that he is not 
inconsistent with his dismissals. When 
asked if he thought the dismissals were 
inconsistent, he admits he tries to go 
from memory; his attempts to take note 
have gone unsuccessful as well. Mr. 
Heubeck thinks that he needs “to make 
sure [he is]...as equal as I can in terms 
of who gets out first on a regular basis.” 
He hopes that this is a good sign for the 
future, as he is trying to fix this problem, 
admitting “I need to find a system that 
works for me, because I think although 
you may remember, it’s very hard for me.” 
Regarding the longer lines for lunch, he 
proposes to make assemblies shorter to 
allow for the students to have less time 
waiting in the lunch line and more time 
eating. Although these dismissals from 
assembly have been a problem for most 
of the year, change is coming. 

The News values your opinion.  
Letters to the Editor are 

encouraged.  
Please send correspondence to 
thegilmannews@gmail.com.

Thoughts?

Missed The Ceremony Today? 
Want to Watch It Again?

The News reserves the right to edit letters for length 
and grammar.  Letters must be signed to be published.

THE          NEWS

bit.ly/Founders_Day2015
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THE BROWN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI BOOK AWARD IS PRESENTED TO THAT 
MEMBER OF THE JUNIOR CLASS WHO BEST COMBINES A HIGH DEGREE 
OF ABILITY IN ENGLISH EXPRESSION, BOTH WRITTEN AND SPOKEN, WITH 
THOSE PERSONAL QUALITIES WHICH GIVE PROMISE: Luigi Nicholas Mangione

THE PRINCETON MATH PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT BOY WHO PRES-
ENTS THE BEST PAPER IN A SPECIAL MATH EXAMINATION SET BY THE 
MATH DEPARTMENT: Simon James Evered

THE ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOOK AWARD 
IS PRESENTED TO AN OUTSTANDING FIFTH FORMER WHO POSSESSES A 
LOVE OF READING, AN EXEMPLARY ENTHUSIASM FOR LEARNING, AND AN 
EAGERNESS TO PURSUE UNDERSTANDING THROUGH DISCUSSION: 
August Robert Meny

THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA JEFFERSON BOOK AWARD IS TO GO 
TO THE FIFTH FORMER WHOSE EXTRAORDINARY ACADEMIC ACHIEVE-
MENT, EXTRACURRICULAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, INTEGRITY, AND CHAR-
ACTER MARK HIM AS ONE OF SOCIETY’S FUTURE LEADERS: Christopher 
Alderman Wolfe

THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE BOOK PRIZE IS GIVEN TO THAT STUDENT IN 
THE JUNIOR CLASS WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED GENERAL EXCELLENCE IN 
HIS STUDIES AND WHO HAS EXHIBITED THE BEST COMBINATION OF IN-
TEREST IN AND UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN HISTORY: 
Stephen Joseph Spanellis

THE YALE BOOK PRIZE IS GIVEN ANNUALLY TO A MEMBER OF THE JU-
NIOR CLASS WHOSE HELPFULNESS AND SERVICE HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE WELFARE OF THE SCHOOL: August Robert Meny

THE HARVARD BOOK PRIZE IS PRESENTED BY THE HARVARD ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION TO THAT FIFTH FORMER WHO IS DEEMED BY THE FACULTY 
TO BE MOST WORTHY BY REASON OF HIGH SCHOLARSHIP AND CHARAC-
TER: Brian Kenjin Chirikjian

THE HARRY HARDIE ANGLO-AMERICAN PRIZE WAS ESTABLISHED BY 
MR. THOMAS G. HARDIE, CLASS OF 1939, TO ENCOURAGE ANGLO-AMERI-
CAN STUDENT EXCHANGES. THE PRIZES, IN THE FORM OF GRANTS, ARE 
GIVEN EACH YEAR TO ONE JUNIOR AT GILMAN SCHOOL AND ONE JUNIOR 
AT ST. EDWARD’S SCHOOL, OXFORD, ENGLAND, FOLLOWING COMPETI-
TION AND SELECTION BY A COMMITTEE:
Peter Kohler (Gilman)
Kaber Mroue (St. Edward’s)
Tabb Carneal (Gilman)
Andre Buller (Christ’s Hospital)
Jack Churchill (Gilman)
Remi Olokun (Christ’s Hospital)

THE CULVER MEMORIAL FOOTBALL CUP IS AWARDED ANNUALLY TO 
THE BEST VARSITY FOOTBALL PLAYER, IN THE OPINION OF THE COACH-
INGSTAFF: Robert S. Branch Jr., Kai Anthony Locksley, Jelani Khari 
Roberts

THE C.B. ALEXANDER, JR. WRESTLING CUP IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE BEST VARSITY WRESTLER: Braeden Aristides Alevizatos    

THE EDWARD T. RUSSELL WRESTLING TROPHY IS AWARDED AN-
NUALLY TO THE VARSITY WRESTLER WHO SCORES THE MOST POINTS IN 
THE MIAA WRESTLING TOURNAMENT: Cole Stevens Brown

THE CLASS OF ’39 BASKETBALL TROPHY IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE VARSITY BASKETBALL PLAYER WHO BEST COMBINES FAIR PLAY, 
LEADERSHIP, AND SKILL: Kai Anthony Locksley, 
Everett Juwan Winchester

THE TYLER CAMPBELL LACROSSE CUP IS AWARDED ANNUALLY TO 
THE MOST VALUABLE PLAYER TO HIS TEAM WHO HAS EXHIBITED LEAD-
ERSHIP AND TRUE SPORTSMANSHIP THROUGHOUT THE SEASON: 
Charles Alexander DeMuth, John Turner Halpert, Andrew Carnes 
Matthews

THE C. DAVID HARRIS, JR. TENNIS AWARD IS GIVEN TO THE VARSITY  
PLAYER WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED THE MOST TO HIS TEAM: 
Jordan Spencer Brodie, Graham William Duncan, Cole Oliver Sutton

THE CREIGHTON HOCKEY AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE MEMBER OF 
THE VARSITY HOCKEY TEAM WHO BEST COMBINES ABILITY, SPORTSMAN-
SHIP, AND TEAM PLAY: Brendan Michael Shaw

THE   SQUASH   AWARD, ESTABLISHED IN 1999, IS AWARDED TO THAT 
MEMBER OF THE VARSITY SQUASH TEAM WHO, IN THE OPINION OF THE 
COACHING STAFF, HAS MADE THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
TEAM IN TERMS OF SPORTSMANSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND PERFORMANCE 
IN COMPETITION: Davis Hammond Owen

THE DONALD HOFFMAN MEMORIAL CROSS COUNTRY CUP IS AWARD-
ED TO THAT BOY WHO, IN THE OPINION OF THE COACH, HAS BEST COMBINED 
BOTH EFFORT AND ACHIEVEMENT IN THAT SPORT: Kevin Charles Peters

THE    FRANK W. ANDREWS, JR. GOLF TROPHY IS AWARDED TO THE 
GOLFER WHO HAS BEST EXHIBITED LOYALTY, DEDICATION, AND ENTHU-
SIASM DURING THE SEASON: Edward Bloxton Owen, Charles Edward 
Young I  

THE DR. PHILIP WHITTLESEY SOCCER TROPHY IS AWARDED TO THE 
SOCCER PLAYER WHO HAS MADE THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
TEAM: Andrew Carnes Matthews

THE ALFRED H. WEEMS, JR. MEMORIAL TRACK AWARD IS AWARD-
ED TO THE TOP ACHIEVING JUNIOR OR SENIOR IN TRACK: 
Gram McMenamy Davis, Kevin Charles Peters, Jelani Khari Roberts 

THE MARGARET V. PERIN SWIMMING AWARD    IS    AWARDED TO 
THE VARSITY SWIMMER WHO HAS SHOWN THE GREATEST IMPROVE-
MENT AND MOST CONSISTENT EFFORT: Andrew Charles Blomquist
Nicholas Laughlin Johnson

THE  INDOOR  TRACK AWARD IS AWARDED TO THAT MEMBER OF THE 
INDOOR TRACK TEAM  WHO, IN THE OPINION OF THE COACHING STAFF, 
HAS MADE THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO THE TEAM IN TERMS OF 
SPORTSMANSHIP, LEADERSHIP AND PERFORMANCE IN COMPETITION: 
Gram McMenamy Davis, Jelani Khari Roberts, Cole Oliver Sutton

THE WATER POLO AWARD IS AWARDED TO THAT MEMBER OF THE 
VARSITY WATER POLO TEAM WHO BEST DISPLAYS OUTSTANDING LEAD-
ERSHIP, SKILL, AND TEAM PLAY: Justin Houn Mun, Edward Winston 
Smith, Jr., Hudson Stewart Waters

THE VOLLEYBALL AWARD, ESTABLISHED IN 2004, IS AWARDED
TO THAT MEMBER OF THE VOLLEYBALL TEAM WHO, IN THE
OPINION OF THE COACHING STAFF, HAS MADE THE GREATEST
CONTRIBUTION TO THE TEAM IN TERMS OF SPORTSMANSHIP,
LEADERSHIP, AND PERFORMANCE IN COMPETITION: John William Auen,
Torben Joseph Ginsberg

THE C. MARKLAND KELLEY, JR. ATHLETIC SERVICE AWARD IS 
AWARDED TO THE STUDENT WHO HAS BEST DEMONSTRATED OUT-
STANDING CHARACTERISTIC IN RENDERING SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL’S 
ATHLETIC AND/OR PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM. THE FOLLOWING 
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION ARE USED: LEADERSHIP, PROMOTION OF 
ATHLETICS WITHIN THE SCHOOL, TEAMWORK, SPORTSMANSHIP, AND 
SCHOLARSHIP: John Turner Halpert

Congratulations
to Award Winners

2014–2015
THE ALUMNI BASEBALL CUP IS AWARDED TO THE BASEBALL PLAYER 
WHO HAS BEEN OF THE GREATEST SERVICE TO HIS TEAM: 
Jason Alexander King
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THE THOMAS G. HARDIE III AWARD IS GIVEN TO A FOURTH FORMER 
WHO GIVES OF HIMSELF TO  OTHERS WITHOUT BEING ASKED, WHO HAS 
THE COURAGE TO STAND UP AND LIVE BY WHAT HE BELIEVES, AND WHO, 
EVEN AT AN AN EARLY AGE, IS DEDICATED TO HELPING OTHERS: Jordan 
Daniel Yaffe

THE ARMSTRONG PRIZE FOR POETRY AND PROSE IS GIVEN TO 
THE BOYS WHO HAVE WRITTEN THE BEST IMAGINATIVE PROSE AND 
THE BEST LYRIC POETRY FOR THE SCHOOL’S LITERARY MAGAZINE
FOR PROSE: Michael Elijah Li Holmes
FOR POETRY: Wyatt Robert Heritage

THE CAMERON DEBATING MEDALLION IS GIVEN FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN DEBATING: August Robert Meny

THE MRS. J. CROSSAN COOPER DEBATING CUP IS GIVEN TO THE 
MEMBERS OF THE WINNING TEAM IN THE FINAL DEBATE: Pnyx: August 
Robert Meny, Detrick Antoine Manning II, Matthew  Gordon Tomaselli 

THE DR. JOHN M.T. FINNEY, SR., DEBATING MEDALLION IS PRE-
SENTED TO THE TWO BOYS JUDGED TO HAVE DELIVERED THE BEST 
DEBATES IN FINAL DEBATE, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE OUTCOME:
BEST SPEAKER: August Robert Meny
SECOND BEST: Ethan Ewon Park

THE ELIZABETH WOOLSEY GILMAN PRIZE IS AWARDED ANNUALLY 
TO THE BOY IN ONE OF THE THREE UPPER FORMS WHO PASSES THE BEST 
EXAMINATION ON BOOKS, THE READING OF WHICH IS NOT REQUIRED AS 
PART OF THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM:
SENIOR PRIZE: Wolfgang Charles Drake (11th) 
JUNIOR PRIZE: John Burnside Howard III (9th) 

THE ALEX RANDALL, JR., MEMORIAL PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT 
BOY WHO HAS BEEN OUTSTANDING FOR HIS INTEREST IN AND CONTRI-
BUTION TO LITERARY AND PUBLICATION ACTIVITIES: 
Cynosure: Bennett Matthew Auwaerter, William Roger Milch

THE SIXTH FORM SPEAKING PRIZES ARE AWARDED TO THE BEST 
TWO SIXTH FORM SPEAKERS:
BEST SPEAKER: Spencer Farrall Perry
SECOND SPEAKER: John William Auen

THE JANVIER SCIENCE PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT FIFTH OR SIXTH 
FORMER WHO HAS EVIDENCED INTEREST AND ABILITY OF HIGH ORDER 
IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE: Kevin Charles Peters

THE JAMES L. SINCLAIR MEMORIAL AWARD IS GIVEN TO A RISING 
SENIOR WITH EXCELLENT CHARACTER WHO HAS EXCELLED IN MATH-
EMATICS, OR THE SCIENCES AT GILMAN AND INTENDS TO PURSUE A 
COLLEGE DEGREE IN MATHEMATICS, ENGINEERING, MEDICINE OR THE 
SCIENCES:  Luigi Nicholas Mangione

THE RICHARD O’BRIEN PRIZE FOR PROFICIENCY IN FRENCH IS 
PRESENTED TO THE BOY IN THE ADVANCED FRENCH CLASS DEEMED 
MOST PROFICIENT IN FRENCH: Simon James Evered

THE EDWARD T. RUSSELL LATIN PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THE MEM-
BER OF THE JUNIOR OR SENIOR CLASS DEEMED TO BE MOST PROFICIENT 
 IN LATIN: Todd Crispin Iodice

THE CLIFFORD E. TAGGART SPANISH PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THE 
STUDENT WHO, BY HIS PROFICIENCY AND ENTHUSIASM, HAS CONTRIB-
UTED TO THE STUDY OF SPANISH AT GILMAN:  Brian Andrew Gerber 
Fogelson

THE HERBERT E. PICKETT PRIZE FOR GENERAL PROFICIENCY IN 
HISTORY GOES TO THE BOY WHO HAS SHOWN THE GREATEST GENERAL 
INTEREST AND PROFICIENCY IN HISTORY AS DISPLAYED NOT ONLY IN 
THE CLASSROOM BUT OUTSIDE AS WELL: 
Mitchell Morris Edward Butler

THE HAROLD HOLMES WRENN ART PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THE 
JUNIOR OR SENIOR, WHO IS JUDGED TO BE MOST DESERVING FOR HIS 
WORK IN ART:  Kevin Christopher Kuczynski

THE CLASS OF 1952 DRAMA PRIZE IS AWARDED TO THAT STUDENT 
WHO HAS SHOWN EXCEPTIONAL INTEREST AND APTITUDE IN DRAMAT-
ICS DURING HIS SCHOOL CAREER: John William Auen, Donal Morgan  
Doyle, Nicholas Laughlin Johnson

THE DOROTHY BENJAMIN CARUSO MUSIC AWARD IS GIVEN TO THE 
JUNIOR OR SENIOR WHO, WITH DEDICATED ENDEAVOR AND RESPONSE 
TO TEACHING, HAS ACHIEVED A SUPERIOR UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
ART OF MUSIC: Donal Morgan Doyle

THE ANNE GORDON BALDWIN MUSIC AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE 
BOY WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED EXCEPTIONAL TALENT IN PERFORMANCE 
OF MUSIC: Ryan Hansu Park, Toshihiko Mori

THE ANDREW MITCHELL RITCHIE AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY 
TO THAT MEMBER OF THE UPPER SCHOOL WHO HAS BEEN OUTSTAND-
ING FOR HIS INTEREST AND ACHIEVEMENT IN THE ART OF COMPOSI-
TION.  THIS PRIZE IS INTENDED TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO PURSUE 
THEIR INTERESTS IN COMPOSING AND THE STUDY OF COMPOSITIONAL 
TECHNIQUES:  Alexander Everett Hill

THE C. HUNTLEY HILLIARD MEMORIAL AWARD, ESTABLISHED IN 
1992, IS GIVEN ANNUALLY TO THE BOY WHO HAS SHOWN EXCEPTIONAL 
ENTHUSIASM, ABILITY, AND HELPFULNESS IN THE SHOP: John Leland 
Ball 

THE GILMAN PARENTS ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARD IS PRESENTED TO THE UNDERCLASSMAN WHO HAS EXEMPLI-
FIED THE SPIRIT OF HUMANITY AND COMMITMENT TO OTHERS AND 
WHO IS DEEMED BY THE FACULTY TO HAVE FULFILLED TO THE HIGHEST 
DEGREE THE PURPOSE AND IDEALS OF THE PROGRAM: 
Alexander Michael Soong

THE  LOUIS DAVIDOV MEMORIAL SERVICE AWARD IS AWARDED 
TO THE SENIOR DEEMED MOST WORTHY BY REASON OF FAITHFUL AND 
UNSELFISH SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY: Graham William Duncan, 
Robert Harrison Handa, Thomas Jacob Shryock Waxter

THE CLASS OF 1977 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD ACKNOWLEDGES 
A MEMBER OF THE JUNIOR CLASS WHO HAS MADE THE MOST SIGNIFI-
CANT EFFORT OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OF GILMAN: 
Frederick Paul Leatherbury, August Robert Meny, Christopher  Song

THE D.K. ESTÉ FISHER NATURE STUDY AWARD IS GIVEN TO THAT 
BOY WHO, IN THE OPINION OF THE BIOLOGY TEACHERS AND THE CHAIR 
OF THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, HAS EVIDENCED BY HIS STUDY, READ-
ING, AND ACTIVITIES A HIGH LEVEL OF INTEREST AND UNDERSTANDING 
OF LIVING THINGS: James Andrés Hemker

THE  SCOTT B. DEUTSCHMAN  TEAMMATE  AWARD IS GIVEN BY THE 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF SCOTT DEUTSCHMAN, A MEMBER OF THE 
CLASS OF 1989, WHO DIED SUDDENLY OF A HEART ATTACK IN THE FALL 
OF 2002. THE AWARD IS GIVEN TO A MEMBER OF THE SENIOR CLASS WHO 
HAS DEMONSTRATED, THROUGHOUT HIS GILMAN CAREER, DEDICATION 
TO RELATIONSHIPS WITH TEAMMATES, AND A SELFLESS COMMITMENT 
TO TEAMWORK, TEAM UNITY, AND TEAM SUCCESS, QUALITIES THAT 
WERE UNFAILINGLY CHARACTERISTIC OF SCOTT DEUTSCHMAN: Zachary 
Atticus Cohen

FACULTY AWARDS HAVE BEEN AWARDED EACH YEAR SINCE 1962 TO 
SINGLE OUT SOME SENIORS TO WHOM WE FEEL ESPECIALLY INDEBTED 
FOR ACTS OF HELPFULNESS TO THE SCHOOL AND UNSUNG CONTRIBU-
TIONS WHICH HAVE ADDED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
YEAR: John William Auen, Bennett Matthew Auwaerter, 
John Benjamin Howard Gantt, De’Sean Kwame Markley

THE WILLIAM CABELL BRUCE, JR. ATHLETIC PRIZE IS AWARDED 
ANNUALLY TO THE BOY MOST CONSPICUOUS FOR GENERAL PROFICIENCY 
IN ATHLETIC SPORTS AND EXERCISES:  Jelani Khari Roberts

THE DANIEL BAKER, JR. MEMORIAL AWARD IS GIVEN TO A SENIOR 
WHO, THROUGH THOUGHTFULNESS AND BY REASON OF HIS CHARAC-
TER, HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE WELFARE OF HIS FELLOW MAN: Jelani 
Khari Roberts

THE EDWARD FENIMORE AWARD IS CONFERRED UPON THE SENIOR 
WHO HAS BEST EXEMPLIFIED THE CHARACTERISTICS OF COURAGE, DE-
TERMINATION, PERSEVERANCE, AND ACCOMPLISHMENT: 
Nicholas Laughlin Johnson, Michael Benson Collins

THE PETER PARROTT BLANCHARD AWARD IS AWARDED TO THAT 
BOY WHO, BY HIS CHEERFUL HELPFULNESS IN MANY WAYS, HAS GREAT-
LY CONTRIBUTED TO SUCCESSFUL AND PLEASANT LIFE IN THE SCHOOL:
Simon James Evered, Brendan Michael Shaw

THE REDMOND C.S. FINNEY AWARD IS GIVEN TO THAT UPPER 
SCHOOL STUDENT WHO HAS DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF, THROUGH AC-
TION AND EXAMPLE, BY ENCOURAGING HARMONY THROUGH HIS DEDI-
CATION TO AND PRACTICE OF THOSE HUMAN VALUES NECESSARY TO 
ELIMINATE RACISM, PREJUDICE, AND INTOLERANCE: Fateh Sadiq Tarar, 
Mitchell Morris Edward Butler

THE WILLIAM A. FISHER MEDALLION IS GIVEN TO THAT BOY WHO HAS 
RENDERED THE HIGHEST SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL BY LEADER-
SHIP BASED ON THE INFLUENCE OF HIS CHARACTER: Spencer Farrall Perry

THE LEWIS OMER WOODWARD AWARD IS GIVEN TO THE MEMBER 
OF THE THIRD FORM WHO REVEALED IN LARGEST MEASURE QUALITIES 
OF LEADERSHIP, ENTHUSIASM, AND LOYALTY: James Piper Bond, Jr.
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Gilman

BUZZ
The

 For next year’s spring semester, Gilman’s Math Department will be without one of its key teachers as 
Mr. Ian Brooks will be taking a sabbatical. The goal of his absence is to develop “an elective course for 
underclassmen about baseball analytics.” On his temporary departure from Gilman, he will attend two 
analytical conferences, and make smaller trips to Pennsylvania to pick the brain of a professor who has 
written works that Mr. Brooks has read. In addition to spending some time on the road, he plans on taking 
“a couple of smaller trips...to Cooperstown.” There, he will conduct research at the Baseball Hall of Fame’s 
Giamatti Research Center, as he is working on a text for the class. 
 Mr. Heubeck, a huge proponent of Mr. Brooks’ decision to take time off next year, believes it is “beautiful” 
that he will be able to “get up every morning and work on something that you love to work on.” In pursuing 
and furthering his passions of sabermetrics and education, we wish the best of luck to Mr. Brooks.
         -Aaron Slutkin

Mr. Brooks Headed on Sabbatical Next Year

Gilman Drumline 
Pumps Up School Spirit

Upper School Science Building 
Closes For Renovations

Library Reading Room: 
New Edition

 Since the 2013-2014 school year you may have noticed musical entertainment at 
sporting events. With thirteen students, the Gilman drumline, started by Middle 
School teachers Mr. Eric Marner and Mrs.  Elizabeth Sesler-Beckman has been play-
ing music at events. Mr. Marner chose to start a drumline because he did not sense 
a level of camaraderie amongst the students. The goal of a drumline is to provide 
and elevate school spirit. Before the drumline, Gilman was lacking a certain spark.  
Yes, we did have large plastic drums and screaming fans at important games, but 
we lacked organized spirit.  Currently, the drumline knows approximately thirty 
songs. Contrary to popular belief, anyone can play, whether you have rhythm or 
not, joining the drumline is the first step to gaining some. Upon joining the drum-
line, a student will be taught everything about drumming from basic rudiments to 
sophisticated choreographed songs. Plans to expand the drumline include: jackets, 
flags and banners, more drums, a pep band, and possibly a tri-school drumline. In 
regard to the Drumline, Ben Oliver (’17) comments, “I think the drumline is a truly 
impressive part of our school spirit. Mr. Marner and Ms. Beckman have very skill-
fully led a group of talented young men into the eyes and ears of every spectator at 
their games. The Drumline is yet another way that Gilman can strike fear into our 
opponents.” Clearly, being one of Gilman’s hidden gems, the Drumline provides a 
unique way for students to cheer-on their peers.  
        -Niyi Owolabi

 The Upper School Science Building closed for renovations two weeks 
before the end of classes.  Construction crews have taken over the build-
ing and are busy revamping the interiors of the classrooms as well as the 
common areas.  Planned improvements include knocking down walls to 
expand lab spaces.  Changes are expected to be finished by September.

The Drumline performs at the Sotir Stadium Dedication Ceremony. 
Photo courtesy of Gilman Cynosure

The Front Door of the Science Building features signs reminding 
students to stay out. Photo by Matt Tomaselli

 Ms. Fuller will be spending part of her summer in the library evaluating 
the nonfiction collection.  She will be removing books that no longer fit the 
curriculum, are out of date or haven’t been checked out in more than five 
years.  This will allow extra shelving to be removed, the tables to be rearranged 
and new seating to 
be brought in for 
student use.  Ms. 
F u l ler  ex pla i ns 
“With the changing 
nature of libraries 
and how research 
is done with more 
material available 
online I thought 
it was a good time 
to rethink how the 
space was used and 
accessible to stu-
dents.”

Congratulations to This Year’s 
Artifact Paper Winners

Jason Moscow - “Utopian Means Unattainable: 
European Civilization’s Pursuit of the Ideal Socialistic Society”

 
Wiatt Hinton - “Just What The Doctor Ordered: The Impact of 
Robert Koch and Sherlock Holmes during the late 19th century 

and the early 20th Century”
 

Ian Chalk - “Your Money, Your Religion, or Both”
 

Honorable Mentions: Max Kahn, Matthew Lee, 
Clayton Hebert, Matt Tomaselli, Connor Doak, 

Davis Booth, and Marcus Rose.

coMpileD by basil apostolo

Photo courtresy of IndianaFurniture.com
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Student Council 2015-2016
School President

Senior Class

Sophomore Class

Junior Class

L.J. Shapiro A Letter From Your 
Next School President

Will Davison, President
Basil Apostolo, Vice President
Jack Churchill, Secretary
Adam Gray, Treasurer

Piper Bond, President
Hudson Carroll, Vice President
Connor Mitchell, Secretary/Treasurer

Matt Tomaselli, President
John Ball, Vice President
Lawson Menefee, Secretary/Treasurer

Left to right: Basil Apostolo, Will Davison. Not Pictured: Adam Gray and Jack Churchill

Left to Right: Connor Mitchell, Piper Bond, Hudson Carroll

Left to right: John Ball, Matt Tomaselli, Lawson Menefee

  I  want to congratulate you all on a great year! There have been so many memo-
ries this year that wouldn’t have been possible without the untiring spirit from 
all our senior leaders. The crazy energy at homecoming, the insane atmosphere 
at Silent Night, and the phenomenal success in the theatre all year culminating 
in Nice Work; all these events and more helped create an extraordinary year. 
I am grateful for the seniors’ leadership, creativity, and passion this year in all 
aspects of Gilman. We will all miss you guys.
 
 I want to thank you for granting me the privilege of serving as your school 
president for the 2015-2016 school year. I will be working closely with the admin-
istration, the class officers from all 4 forms, and you all on making next year a 
year we will never forget. It is up to you to let your voices be heard. If you have 
an idea, please share it with me or with your class officers. Next year will be a 
year of community, bringing all 4 grades together in ways never done before. 
As the seniors approach graduation, I wish them sincere congratulations for all 
their accomplishments and for improving our community. It’s now our turn to 
take the lead and reenergize this place we call home. I am so excited for next 
year and you should be, too.
 
Have a safe and restful summer.
 
Let’s Get Loud!

-LJ

In the last issue of the paper it was incorrectly stated in the 
Campus Security article, “Alertus was installed last year and 
acts as a fire alarm but only for lockdown.” According to the 
Head of Security at Gilman, Mr. Jeff McGhee, “Alertus was 
actually installed several years ago and has had recently been 
integrated with e2Campus providing a system that can be used 
as a Emergency Notification System through text alerts, email 
alerts, PA notification throughout the building and externally 
through outdoor speakers. It doesn’t act as a fire alarm since the 
fire alarm system and Alertus/e2Campus Notification System 
are two separate things. Alertus beacons are the yellow beacons 
that are setup throughout the hallways around campus. The 
News regrets this error.

Correction from last issue:
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Are You Smarter Than Your Smartwatch?

by thoMas booker 

Around six months ago, 
I received the Motorola 
Moto 360 as a Christmas 
gift from my parents and 
family. To those of you 
who ask, “What makes 

this ‘Moto 360’ different from any other 
watch?” I have an answer. This is no 
ordinary watch. It’s a so-called smart-
watch. The “smart” in smartwatch comes 
from the fact that the watch is capable 
of retrieving data from the Internet, 
via your phone’s bluetooth connection 
and displaying it to you without you 
ever needing to reach in your pocket or 
overly-cluttered backpack for your phone. 
It can be used to play games (I, of course 
have never used that particular function 
during class or assembly) and even count 
how many steps you take or measure your 
heart rate. But you can find out all about 
all of those features in a tech review. I 
am here to tell you first-hand about how 
having a smartwatch factors into my day 
to day school life. 
 First off, I can say honestly that I do 
not have as much of an urge to check 
my phone for incoming notifications in 
between or during classes as I did prior 
to using the Moto 360, since I know that 
if someone does happen to send me an 
email or text it will appear right there 
on my watch. Of course, having a watch 
with internet connectivity and a touch-
screen can be tempting, with games like 
2048 and Tetris a literal swipe away, but 
I do my best to keep my use of the watch 
strictly productive. No longer do I have to 
wonder what day it is since Mr. Smith’s 
daily emails come straight to my wrist 
as soon as he sends them. No longer do 
I have to worry about missing my mom 
or dad’s calls and texts. But neither do 
I now have the excuse of “Sorry I didn’t 
see your email about the homework that 
was due today, I swear that I checked 
my phone last night and saw nothing.” 
Which, depending on your perspective, 
could be a good or bad thing. 
 On another note, this rise of wearable 
tech and specifically smartwatches has to 
raise some questions regarding the Honor 
Code. For instance, I now take my watch 
off just to take tests and quizzes, to make 

sure that no one gets the idea that I am 
looking at it for answers, as it possesses 
a fully functional web browser. Being 
elected to the Honor Board has given me 
a heightened perspective of what can be 
viewed as suspicious, and I can definitely 
see watches like the Moto 360 and the 
Apple Watch, as they become more popu-
lar, being issues in the classroom because 
of their abilities to call up information 
almost instantaneously. While teachers 
now say, “Turn in your cellphones” before 
tests or exams, the existence of these 
watches may force instructors to make 
sure that the steel timepieces strapped 
across their students’ wrists are not 
capable of finding information that could 
void the statement, “I have acted honor-
ably on this paper.” 
 Having never worn a watch consis-
tently, I have to say that I feel as though 
I keep better track of time now than I did 
before I had this watch. It is immensely 
frustrating, however, that if I use the 
watch for extended periods of time there 
is a high chance that before the school 
day ends, I will be walking around with 
a useless steel weight on my wrist, due to 
the relatively short battery life. Bottom 
line, my six months of having a smart-
watch have affirmed to me what many 
others have said: it is highly doubtful 
that a smartwatch, at least in its current 
version, will become your go-to device; 
however as you find uses for it, the watch 
can become a time-saver, and even a way 
to keep your eyes off of your phone and on 
the things going on around you. Can you 
make the argument that smartwatches 
are completely unnecessary, since your 
phone can do all of the same things? Yes, 
you can. Can you also make the argument 
that having a smartwatch makes all of 
those little things, like checking email, 
and receiving notifications that much 
easier? Yes, you can. I personally believe 
that as time ticks on, and technology’s 
frenetic pace of innovation continues, 
these wearable devices will become more 
and more intimate pieces of our lives, and 
maybe, in 15 years, we will all be look-
ing back at articles like this, wondering 
why anyone could ever have doubted the 
merit of devices like the Moto 360 and 
the Apple Watch.

Cameron Das Auto
Students in Gilman are 
known to excel in both 
team sports and individual 
activities. This year, fresh-
man Cameron Das has 
truly found a unique skill 
not many can say they have. 

After school, he races cars, and he is 
making quite a mark. Currently, Cameron 
is involved in a racing league, FF2000, 
and he is also in an outdoor karting 
league, called TaG Senior. Cameron 
has already won races in both FF2000 
and TaG Senior. The goal of advancing 
in these leagues, and the hope of every 
driver, is to race in Grand Prix events 
on the Formula 1 circuit. Cameron’s 
favorite quote about racing comes from 
Ernest Hemingway, “There are only three 
sports: bullfighting, motor racing, and 
mountaineering; all the rest are merely 
games.”  
 At first, Cameron simply enjoyed 
indoor karting at the Autobahn Indoor 
Karting facility, but racing turned into 
a serious passion. Cameron says, “It all 
started with a visit to an indoor kart-
ing place called Autobahn Speedway, 
and from there, it turned into a desire 
to be the fastest one there.” This past 
fall, he went on to win the adult league 
at Autobahn, which is extremely com-
petitive. Overall, he has competed in 52 
races during this past fall and winter 
championships, with an astounding 26 of 
those races resulting in wins. His racing 
interests expanded to outdoor karting, 

by eric Gibson and eventually car racing. During spring 
break, Cameron finally earned a chance 
to race with real cars when he attended 
the five day racing school at Palm Beach 
International with the Bertil Roos Racing 
School. With his new racing license, Cam-
eron is now competing in the FF2000 
Series. A few weeks ago, Cameron got a 
new contract for another racing team for 
Formula 1600s. The contract is unofficial, 
meaning he has it, but he hasn’t signed it 
yet.  He is currently testing the contract 
for a year before racing under it.  Even 
though the odds are against him, Cam-
eron is hoping to be one of the twenty 
Formula 1 racers in the world.
 Unfortunately, Cameron will be leav-
ing Gilman and attending the prestigious 
Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hamp-
shire.  In his academic future, he wants 
to pursue his interest of law. However, if 
time permits, he will still be racing com-
petitively. Cameron’s final goal is to reach 
Formula 1 and GT3, the top league for 
closed-cockpit racing.  When asked about 
what racing means to him and how it will 
be a part of his life in the future, Cameron 
explained, “I have higher chances of being 
a movie actor than a paid race car driver.  
It will always be a passion and something 
I strive to keep doing, but something I 
always will have to keep as a secondary 
priority just because of the odds of suc-
cess.” In regards to his racing experience, 
Cameron responded, “Racing is not about 
the adrenaline rush or a need for speed. 
For me, it’s knowing I’m better at some-
thing than I was the previous day.”

Sports By The Numbers
 65-0 

JV Tennis’s record in 
matches this year

240 
Total wins by all athletic 

teams this year

0 
Coin tosses won by 

Fresh/Soph Lacrosse

23 
Tri-sport varsity athletes

4 
Division One lacrosse 

commits in the Senior Class

6 
Conference championships 

won by varsity teams this 
year

Photo courtesy of Tracy Das


