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April 30th will see the debut 
of this year’s Spring musical, 
Nice Work if You Can Get It 
Gilman will be the second 
high school in the country 

to bring George & Ira Gershwin’s show 
to life; equally impressive, this will be 
the first ever live performance of Nice 
Work If You Can Get It  in Maryland (by 
an amateur or professional cast).  After 
seeing the show on Broadway about 3 
years ago, Mr. John Rowell, the musical’s 
director, knew that he wanted to put on 
this particular show. He explained,  “It 
has so many great elements to it – the 
incredible Gershwin score, the madcap 
screwball plot, the jokes, the dances…it 
has something for everyone.”
 For the second year in a row, Gilman 
is boasting a first year actor as the lead:
Wiley Hopkins will be playing Jimmy 
Winter, a bachelor who has a way with 
the ladies. Nick Johnson, a 4-year veteran 
of Gilman Spring musicals, explained, 
“When he started out, we were really 
unsure. We were very nervous, but in 

The 2015 spring dance 
came in with a bang. The 
announcement for the 
dance included not only 
a number of seniors, but 
some teachers as well, 

know that the presentation was quite 
the spectacle. It was declared that, for the 
first time in three years, the Upper School 
would be having a spring dance. The 
theme for this year’s dance was “Disney,” 
as decided by the student council.
 After an incident at the 2012 spring 
dance, the administration was reluctant 
to allow the students to hold another 
for a few years. After an inappropriate 
announcement that was not cleared 
beforehand with the administration 
and faculty, last year’s spring dance was 
cancelled. Holding this year’s spring 
dance was never a problem for the senior 
class and its leadership. As student body 
president Spencer Perry explains, “Mr. 
Heubeck and the student leadership have 
been talking about having this dance 

the last couple months, he has done it all 
and seen it all. I have complete faith in 
him that he can pull it off. He is as good 
as any of us (veteran actors).” Rowell 
has no reservations putting Wiley at the 
helm: “Wiley is going to surprise a lot of 
people… At heart, he’s a born performer”
 Both provocative and romantic, Gil-
man’s performance of Nice Work if You 

Can Get It will walk the line between 
PG and PG13. As Mr. Rowell put it, “It’s 
saucy and sassy, just like the 1920s were.” 
Sexual innuendos are not uncommon, 
and seduction plays a part in the sto-
ryline. Ali Regan, playing Billie Bendix, 
will attempt to seduce Wiley, as Jimmy 
Winter, in one of the performance’s 
premier songs: “Treat Me Rough.” That 

being said, the musical’s director ensures 
that “this is a show the whole family can 
enjoy”.
 The last two scenes are certainly some-
thing to get excited for.  “With a great 
storyline throughout the entire show, the 
last two scenes wrap it up really well and 
are very exciting” said Nick.  Will Jimmy 
Winter marry for wealth or for love? You 
will have to wait and see!

Nice Work If You Can Get It, Coming Soon!

Spring Dance A Gilman McFlik, Please

by Jason Moscow

by alex bauMan

by will Rendesince last summer. Holding it was all 
contingent on our behavior at homecom-
ing and the rest of the year. After home-
coming went smoothly, it really wasn’t a 
problem.” 
 Mr. Heubeck agrees with Spencer, 
saying, “This year’s senior class’s behav-
ior has been terrific, and as an adminis-
tration and faculty, we agreed that they 
deserved this dance.” A town hall was 
held to implore the Upper School to make 
good choices before, during, and after the 
dance. The upper schoolers entered the 
dance knowing that they had right and 
wrong choices to make. 
 The dance went smoothly and without 
incident, and attendees of the dance had 
mostly positive feedback. Sophomore 
Matt Weiner says, “I thought the theme 
was carried out well, though I thought 
it could have been a little less childish. 
Overall, I had fun.” Freshman Charlie 
Finnerty concurred, stating, “I thought it 
went over well.  Probably the best dance 
I went to this year.”

For many students, skip-
ping out on the most impor-
tant meal of the day is fre-
quently necessary in order 
to get to school on time and 

salvage those last few minutes of sleep. 
While ditching breakfast could save them 
from a late notice and possible trip to the 
dean’s office, it also makes the next three 
hours even longer and more tiresome. 
Often times it becomes harder to focus in 
class, sometimes leading to a lower grade.
This quandary that many students are put 
in on a daily basis is exactly the reason for 
Gilman’s breakfast initiative. Beginning 
on Monday, April 13th, students have 
been pleasantly surprised by a smorgas-
board of breakfast foods awaiting them 
in the Dining Hall. From 7 to 7:45 in the 
morning, a variety of cereals, beverages, 
and sandwiches are being served to stu-
dents who may have skipped breakfast 
at home or who are simply looking for 
something extra to get them through the 
first two periods. 
 According to Mr. Furlong, Director of 
Business and Administration, this com-
plimentary breakfast system was created 
“as we were concerned that some boys 
were not getting breakfast in the morn-
ing”. Trying to go to two classes and an 
assembly after waking up without a meal 

is very challenging. For students who 
don’t live in the area, skipping breakfast  
can sometimes be because of a one or 
two hour commute. Mr. Furlong also 
noted that they “are hoping it creates an 
opportunity for boys to come in early, 
prepare for school, hang out with friends, 
and start the day ready to go vs. arriving 
to school just in time and kind of hitting 
the start switch half way through the first 
class.”
 The food, prepared by Flik, features 
cereals such as Cheerios, Raisin Bran, 
Cinnamon, Toast Crunch, Corn Chex, and 
breakfast sandwiches for an additional 
cost. Students can also enjoy coffee, tea, 
and juices.
 For some students, this initiative is 
already beginning to make a difference, 
as Aayush Pokharel quotes, “It helped 
ease my hunger during class and kept me 
from being distracted.”
 Although this initiative is only a trial, 
we can expect it to continue next year if 
everything goes smoothly. Mr. Furlong 
also expressed “I think our boys are very 
fortunate to have this program. I hope 
they will support the breakfast program 
as I know very few schools offer it. If they 
do and it is considered something worth 
continuing, we will implement it next 
year.”

Performances of 
Nice Work if You Can Get It

in the Alumni Auditorium are:

Thursday April 30th, Friday May 1st, 
and Saturday, May 2nd at 8pm 

and Sunday May 3rd at 2pm.

Tickets are sold online in a new re-
served seating system.  

Visit gilman.tixato.com/buy 
or see Ms. Fuller in the library to get 

your tickets today!

Students danced the night away at the Spring Dance
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Study Technology Revolutionized: What’s Being Compromised
by Matt toMaselli

 2   Opinion  

Senior Speeches... or Not so Much 
by aneesh sood 

Picture this: you’re walk-
ing into the auditorium, 
ready to be enlightened 
by a member of the senior 
class, when you notice that 
the two chairs on the stage 
are…empty? This scenario 

shouldn’t be too hard to visualize, as 
the cancellation of senior speeches has 
become a trend familiar to all members 
of the Upper School over the past few 
months. 
 On the surface, a cancelled speech may 
not seem like such a big deal. After all, 
it will just be replaced by an announce-
ment assembly, which lets students get to 
lunch earlier, giving them more time to 
eat and put the finishing touches on work 
they couldn’t get done the night before. 
However, in the bigger picture, the costs 
far outweigh the benefits. A last minute 
cancellation takes up valuable assembly 
time that could be used for something 
else, and the resulting early dismissal 
gives the dining staff less time to pre-
pare lunch. Also, a cancellation by one 
student runs the risk of setting a prec-
edent where others think it is okay to do 
the same, “especially when there are no 
consequences for them cancelling,” Mr. 
Heubeck says. 
 The numerous cancellations this year 
have also taken away from the impor-
tance, and enjoyment, of the senior 
speech. Mr. Heubeck says that the cancel-
lations have made the speeches “more of 

a joke.” Nathan Heinlein (‘17) expressed 
that “It was one of my favorite things 
freshman year, hearing what the seniors 
had to say, and now it’s gone.” 
 Given that a cancelled senior speech 
has a greater effect than one might think, 
what can be done to get the speakers back 
to the podium? To Mr. Heubeck, a system 
like Bryn Mawr’s, where every senior 
is required to lead a convocation (Bryn 
Mawr’s equivalent to a senior speech), 
isn’t the answer. “I was talking to some 
seniors about it, and they said it would 
be a disaster if we forced every kid to 
give a speech. Some folks are terrified 
of giving a speech, and I don’t know if 
you should make them give a speech….
When you want to give a speech, you end 
up giving a better speech, as opposed to 
forcing people to do it,” he said. Instead 
of making the senior speech mandatory, 
Mr. Heubeck said, “We should have cer-
tain benchmarks, early benchmarks. So if 
you’re going to give a speech on April 1st, 
then you need to have something done by 
the end of February, so if you’re not going 
to give it, we’ve got a whole month to fill 
it. …. I think that’s one of the ways we can 
get around it, by saying ‘Look, you need to 
have something done by February 30th, 
and then after that date, you’re at the 
point of no return. You’ve gotta give it.’”  
If these changes do end up going through, 
they would restore the air of importance 
and consistency that senior speeches have 
clearly lacked this year. 

I have been called every-
thing from crazy and mad 
to inefficient and even “a 
dinosaur” because while 
all my friends are pitter-

pattering on their keyboards into Quizlet 
when memorizing terms, I am sitting at 
my desk peacefully writing flashcards.  
Yes, that’s right- physical flashcards, like 
with pencil and those ancient 3x5 slices 
of paper. 
 Just like many other facets of the 
modern world, technology has revolution-
ized the realm of education.  Obviously, it 
has and continues to completely reface the 
classroom, but technology also has made 
the way students study entirely different 
over the past few decades.  Perhaps one 
of the most popular changes to studying 
in terms of student use and popularity is 
Quizlet.  Quizlet is a system of creating 
flashcards online that go far beyond the 
double-sided white cards of paper.  Given 
an inputted set of terms and definitions, 
This website will instantly design learn-
ing exercises, tests, and quizzes with vari-
ous question types, and even interactive 
games to help the user learn the terms 
faster.  Quizlet even offers a plethora of 
different languages to allow for studying 
vocabulary in other tongues.  Quizlet has 
certainly cemented itself into progressive 
education for years to come, especially in 
places such as Gilman.
 Quizlet is perhaps one of the most 
preferred means of study for Gilman 

students.  For some, it seems to offer a 
more rapid memorization of terms, which 
for Gilman students, who cherish their 
time so dearly, is crucial.  In addition, 
Quizlet aficionados like the organization 
it provides in that all their sets of terms, 
and even sets that other users around the 
world have made, are all in one place and 
easy to combine and reuse come exam 
time. Quizlet, in essence, does some of 

the work for you, and as a result helps 
to memorize terms faster.  Jordan Yaffe 
(’17) opines that, “Quizlet is much more 
efficient because I can type faster than I 
can write.”  He continued to describe the 
“Learn” section, Quizlet’s feature that 
provides a term to which the user must 
simply supply the definition, is “more 
valuable than simply flipping through 
flashcards.” Jordan, among others, seems 
to value the interactivity and organization 
of Quizlet over that of more traditional 
methodology. 
 Reversely, many others, like myself, 
are proponents of conventional study.  
The act of physically writing a term and 
its definition is invaluable when it comes 
to cementing that information into one’s 
brain, just as listening and transcribing 

notes in a class serves to help students 
retain the material discussed.  Further-
more, that action not only helps with 
short-term memory, it withholds over a 
long period time and makes terms easier 
to remember and faster to relearn months 
later when the rath of exams looms over 
students. 
 The means of study largely depend on 
the material to be learned.  When study-

ing to memorize terms and definitions, 
57% of the Gilman community surveyed 
calls on Quizlet as their medium through 
which they study; however, when study-
ing all other types of information, Quizlet 
is used by a mere 9% of the students 
surveyed.  It seems that Quizlet is gener-
ally called upon for strict memorization 
based material.  Furthermore, 51% of the 
community members who partook in the 
survey went as far as to say they always 
use Quizlet when studying terms and 
definitions, meanwhile it was but 4% of 
the surveyed that always rely on Quizlet 
when studying concepts and explana-
tions.  
 What does this Quizlet use say about 
the information in classes at Gilman?  It 
seems that when a course elicits frequent 

Quizlet use, the class can generally be 
said to cover and require the regurgita-
tion of facts and lack in critical thinking.  
Often students find themselves going 
back to Quizlet night after night and 
assessment after assessment for certain 
classes, and this could very well mean 
that said course has fallen into method-
ological, rote memorization that may be 
nothing more than busy work.  That being 
said, the value of memorization is clear in 
our education but only to a certain extent.  
In the 21st Century of Google, calculators 
on your phone, and yes, Quizlet, no one 
can argue the importance of retention of 
minute facts has not diminished.  That 
is not to say a good memory is not to be 
valued, but how much memorization and 
busy work is too much?  Quizlet usage 
provides an interesting beginning to an 
answer.  Does Gilman’s curriculum foster 
the right balance between a work-based 
memorization of material and progres-
sive, thought-provoking conceptual ideas 
in its classes?  Consider the fact that 
even classes at Gilman with the most 
consistent and frequent Quizlet use only 
induces 31% of the surveyed to go to 
Quizlet every time they study.  Where 
will this number be in a decade follow-
ing another ten years of progression in 
the 21st Century education?  Although a 
new and popular advancement in techno-
logical education, ironically, Quizlet may 
only see decline as technology continues 
to advance.  

”“WHAT DOES THIS QUIZLET USE 
SAY ABOUT THE INFORMATION IN 

CLASSES AT GILMAN?
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FCD: A Wise Choice

Heteronormativity
by Mickey baRoody

One thing I have become 
acutely aware of is the het-
eronormativity that exists 
in certain aspects of Gil-
man’s culture. Merriam-

Webster’s Dictionary defines heteronor-
mativity as, “of, relating to, or based on 
the attitude that heterosexuality is the 
only normal and natural expression of 
sexuality.” For example, in Freshmen 
Fifth and health class, gay relationships 
are hardly discussed and students are 
only advised on heterosexual relation-
ships, all suggesting a strictly hetero-
sexual world. Ultimately, Gilman’s gay 
students are often overlooked in certain 
aspects of Gilman’s culture. 
 A recurring tradition in the Gilman 
community are the school dances. They 
are a time for students to let loose with 
some mediocre music (at best), and 
spend time with a friend or significant 
other. All throughout Gilman’s history, a 
male student has never brought another 
male student as a romantic date. When 
I think about this issue, I wonder what 
the reaction of the community would be. 
Typically, my past experiences surround-
ing issues of this sort have brought forth 
mostly positive reactions: for example, 
coming out. When I came out, it took at 
least a month for the news just to spread 
through my grade. Coming out is not 
always as public as one would assume. 
Even through social media, people have 
time to digest the message, and (hope-
fully) formulate a thoughtful opinion. 
However, a gay couple at a school dance 
is different, because it is in the open and 
seen by all in attendance. Would this 
bring the incursion of judgment and/or 
surprise by many, or would people con-
tinue without a second thought? Ideally, 
if I were to bring a date to the dance, I 
would want it to be something received 
by nothing more than a cavalier reaction 
at most.
 Additionally, athletics play an immense 
role in the lives of Gilman’s students, not 
only on the field, court, or pool, but in the 
hearts and the minds of each athlete. The 
impact that coaches and admired players 
have on the student-athletes of Gilman 
is tremendous. What they say or do can 
resonate with players for their entire lives 
and it falls to them, the leaders, to set a 
good example. This truth is particularly 

pertinent when it comes to educating 
players on LGBT issues. As a Gilman 
water polo player and swimmer, my 
sexual orientation has served me no dis-
advantage in either my performance, or 
social dynamic of the team. The coaches, 
at least those who know me, treat me 
like any other player, and aren’t afraid to 
engage in conversations about who I am 
and  my life as a gay student. I urge all of 
Gilman’s coaches to use their platform 
to educate their players about the LGBT 
community, and possibly help students 
who are struggling with their identity.
 What about the academic realm of 
Gilman school? For teachers, it is impor-
tant not only to teach the subjects which 
they have been assigned, but to honor 
each and every one of their students’ 
differences. In my time as a Gilman 
student, I have experienced accounts 
of heteronormativity numerously, but I 
have also witnessed the conscious effort 
taken upon by teachers not to generalize 
their students’ sexual orientation. When 
teachers speak in a heteronormative 
manner, they usually speak in romantic 
hypotheticals: For example, “When you 
all get girlfriends...” or, “When you find 
a wife....” Although these remarks seem 
like very minor offenses, teachers should 
ask themselves: What kind of an impact 
do I have on gay students if I generalize 
their sexual orientation with the rest of 
the straight majority? I’m sure many of 
the members of this community have had 
part of their identity overlooked and gen-
eralized in some way, shape, or form, and 
I doubt it was a good feeling. Of course, 
I would be remiss if I did not thank the 
many teachers who make an effort not to 
speak in a heteronormative manner, and 
respect all their students differences.  
 In conclusion, the heteronormativity 
at Gilman is attributed to the fact that 
Gilman’s openly gay population has never 
before been such a large part of this 
community. For quite some time, Gil-
man’s structure never had to adapt to its 
other than straight population, so when 
students became more open, Gilman 
embarked on a game of catch-up. So, I 
challenge all the members of this com-
munity to make an effort to be aware of 
their neighbors’ differences, and to those 
who are, keep up the good work. 

by Gus Meny

There is nothing I love more 
than to talk about the social 
implications of drugs and 
alcohol on American soci-
ety, and there is nothing 

I hate more than to have a negative 
opinion of such substances forced down 
my throat. Thankfully, an hour with 
Freedom from Chemical Dependency 
(FCD) strayed from this norm. I suppose 
I shouldn’t be that surprised- as a junior 
I’ve already experienced the program 
twice before, and if memory serves cor-
rectly, both times have been relatively 
fair. I suppose you can chalk it up to the 
natural cynic in me that I feared FCD this 
year might be anything like that.
 Delightfully, it wasn’t. I entered the 
Lecture Hall with about 35 other juniors. 
We sat down, staring up at our facilitator. 
Like all facilitators working for FCD, he 
was a recovering drug and alcohol addict, 
and he provided examples of his experi-
ences and context throughout our discus-
sion. He informed us all that the topic of 
the discussion would be our choice, and 
after a little bit of prompting, we opted 
to discuss the legalization of marijuana.  
 I do not want to mislead the under-
classmen- FCD classes are far more 
structured because underclassmen 
haven’t heard the messages upperclass-
men have, but I remember Freshman and 
Sophomore years being fairly discussion 
based as well. Discussion began, and the 
instructor gave ample time for both posi-
tive and negative opinions. It was a pro-
ductive discussion, and above all, an open 
one. Of course, others didn’t agree with 
my stance entirely, as Brian Chirikjian 
(‘16) told me after the meeting, “There’s 
really no way for something like this to be 
authentic, unless it’s by a family member, 
or a friend, but not someone you’ve just 
met 5 seconds ago. I don’t think it’s as 
effective as it could be.” He summed up 

by saying, “People aren’t going to change 
their life based off of what strangers say.”
 While the air to the discussion pleased 
me a lot, I did come across one small 
concern. The instructor cited statistics 
produced by a survey Gilman had admin-
istered last year that FCD designed. At 
the end of the session, I approached the 
instructor and told him I had talked 
to people who lied on that survey.  He 
assured me the data was correct because 
the survey repeated questions in slightly 
different ways to catch people lying, and 
if that happened, the data were destroyed. 
While this is good, I have to question 
the statistical integrity of the survey. 
First, the data were presented to us as a 
census of the whole school, which cannot 
be true if certain data were destroyed, 
and second, whether the rephrasing 
of a previous question can truly catch 
a liar, especially if said liar is diligent. 
Equally concerning is the fact that these 
potentially false data are probably used 
in discussion nights in the middle school 
as well as the high school.
 Despite my qualms with the survey, 
FCD generally seemed a success to me. 
Perhaps that’s because, as Dr. Mojzisek 
told me, “They have a lot of experience 
with independent schools, so they get 
our population in a way some other 
groups don’t,” and they knew who they 
were speaking to and what their views 
were. Whatever the case, by opting for a 
discussion based drug and alcohol infor-
mation session, I believe Gilman dodged 
a bullet; it would make sense that simple 
scare tactics and insistence of abstinence 
could fail when some parents drink wine 
at the dinner table. In choosing informa-
tive and thought-provoking conversation, 
Gilman’s utilization of FCD will likely be 
more effective in helping some students 
avoid illegal substances than other pro-
grams that are not as discussion based.

Columns   3

Meny’s Musings Life as a Gayhound
Gus Meny’s (‘16) student perspectives on current events 

and happenings around school.
In my time in Gilman’s Upper School, The News has been a place where expression 
and information coalesce to provide both readers and writers with an interesting, 
informative, and at times entertaining outlet from the ebb and flow of Gilman’s 
rigorous academic, athletic, and extracurricular events. Recently, however, I have 
realized that a minority in Gilman’s community is grossly underrepresented: Gil-
man’s LGBT community. In the past few years, Gilman has seen the most openly gay 
students in its history. With this inclusion of openness and acceptance, there are 
many new obstacles for Gilman to overcome. With this column, I hope to shed some 
light on the struggles and the triumphs of Gilman’s LGBT minority and ultimately 
contribute to a more accepting, tolerant, and all around better Gilman community.  

The News values your opinion.  
Letters to the Editor are encouraged.
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Intramusical?
by clayton hebeRt 

With practices for the 
spring musical, “Nice 
Work if You Can Get It,” 
well under way, the mem-
bers of the production are 

attempting to adjust to a hectic and at 
times sleepless schedule. After a long day 
of  classes and athletics, these perform-
ers attempt to find the energy to sing and 
dance their way through a three-hour 
practice usually beginning at 6:15 and 
ending at 9:15. If they are not exhausted 
by then, they astonishingly get through 
the several hours of homework assigned 
to them each night. The members of this 
production are definitely deserving of 
some praise, as many wouldn’t dare take 
on the workload that is brought on by 
being a part of the musical. With the little 
free time these performers have after 
school however, many pose the question 
of whether the musical should fulfill the 
requirement of an intramural?
 Having free time after academic 
classes end at 3:35 until rehearsals start 
at 6:15 would undoubtedly give the per-
formers a valuable opportunity to finish 
up some homework so that they may 
relax when they get home. It would also 
free up some leisure time. Several in the 
production believe that the exercise they 
experience during rehearsals is as chal-
lenging if not more than the athletics they 
compete in after school. As Sophomore 
John Ball says, “When we have a dance 
rehearsal it’s pretty much non-stop move-
ment. We’re up there for anywhere from 
an hour to three hours if we were learn-
ing a big new number, and then we need 
to practice it too. I definitely felt that my 
fitness had increased hugely at the end 
of the musical season last year without 
me even noticing it. One doesn’t realize 
how much of a full-body workout danc-
ing is. I often come to school the next 
day sore in places I didn’t know could be 

sore from dancing the night before. To be 
honest the musical had pushed me more 
physically than most intramurals I have 
been a part of!” Especially seen in the 
past couple years, many people around 
the country and world have resorted to 
dancing as their daily source of exercise. 
Whether it be salsa, Zumba, or even belly 
dancing, these dance-oriented exercises 
have gained immense popularity as they 
provide an enjoyable way to stay fit. It may 
be a stretch comparing the choreography 
in this year’s musical to Zumba or salsa, 
but the general idea is the same: that 
dancing is a viable and productive form 
of exercise.
 When speaking with the Assistant Ath-
letic Director Bob Smith, he mentioned 
many reasonable logistical problems 
for why the musical isn’t an intramural. 
First he brought up the scheduling issue 
of how the musical’s schedule does not 
coincide with the sport’s season “When 
does the musical start? Does it start 
before spring break? So that becomes 
an issue if it carrying over from the 
winter to spring season”. Secondly, he 
explained a potential conflict with those 
who play interscholastic sports and are 
in the musical, “You got guys that are on 
interscholastic teams and in the musi-
cal, are you going to make them choose.” 
Lastly, he discussed an issue regarding 
the limited spots in the musical, “If you 
make it an intramural that you sign up 
for, then suppose a guy doesn’t find his 
place in a musical, so he gets cut from an 
intramural that he signed up for.” Rather 
than questioning the physical difficulty 
of participating in the musical, it seems 
the biggest stipulation for it not being an 
intramural are logistical issues. For the 
possibility of obtaining some free time for 
the hard-working members of the musi-
cal, it seems that the first step would have 
to be solving some of these managerial 
issues associated with it becoming an 
intramural.

Freshmen Hounds are Outward Bound

In August, while most 
students will be savoring 
the end of summer, pre-
paring for their upcom-
ing fall sport, or finishing 
their summer reading, the 

upcoming Freshmen class will be on a 
five day Outward Bound trip along the 
Appalachian Trail. The students will be 
led by Outward Bound trail leaders along 
with ten Gilman seniors that are chosen 
by an application process and will be 
trained at Outward Bound. 
 Interested rising Senior Jay Eastman 
wants to be a trail leader because “being 
in nature has always been an incredible 
experience for me, and I just think it 
would be a really special thing to help 
shape the high school experience with 
some freshman.”
 These students will be broken up into 

by ben MuRphy groups and won’t see their other class-
mates during this five day expedition 
throughout Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, and West Virginia. They will 
be taught survival skills and experience 
the environment with activities such as 
hiking, backpacking, rock climbing, set-
ting up camp, and cooking. 
 The purpose of this trip, according to 
the organizer, Mr. John O. Schmick, Dean 
of Student Affairs, is, “to give the fresh-
man an opportunity for bonding without 
outside distractions, cliques, cell phones, 
or anything like that.” The students will 
have to depend on one another and get to 
know each other in this environment. The 
bonding of this trip is complementary to 
the Senior retreat focused on reflection. 
The program will ideally bring a new 
unity to the rising Freshmen class, and 
hopefully be a lasting trip for years to 
come.  

Science Building Renovations
by bRadley levin

Come May 15th, the Gilman 
Science Building will con-
tinue to undergo major 
renovations. According to 
Mr. Morrison, Chair of the 
Science Department, the 
purpose of these renova-

tions is to “create more space that can be 
used for students.” To accomplish this, 
they plan to double-up the faculty in 
offices and convert some current offices 
into labs which would create more class-
room and lab space for students. The 
renovations are scheduled in three differ-
ent phases; the first was a veritable “face 
lift” and occurred last summer. Phase 
two is a larger stage of the renovation 
and will consist of knocking down walls 
to create larger lab spaces. Gilman will 
also purchase improved technology for 
the Science Department. Phase Three, 
which is still pending approval, would 
turn the opening stairwell into a “large 
atrium.” However, these renovations pose 
a certain problem to the student body. 
Mr. Morrison says “to get this new phase 
done this summer, we will have to be out 
of this building by May 15th… so [for] the 
last two weeks of class this year, we will 
not be in the building and Science classes 
will be held in Carey Hall.” This will pose 
problems for the Science teachers and 
students because many science experi-
ments cannot easily be done outside of 

the labs. The students will be missing out 
on end of the year labs and experiments 
which would have been fun and a good 
way to see science in action. 
 Another problem is that Sophomores 
will be unable to access their lockers 
after May 15th. Mr. Morrison explains 
that “this [sophomore locker dilemma] 
is a problem which has not been solved 
yet. One suggestion is to have them move 
into the senior lockers.” The sophomores 
would have to move out of their lockers 
and into a new area mid-year. These 
lockers are located in both Carey hall, 
and near the language classrooms in the 
Lumen Center .
 The school’s plan for these renovations 
will be a big improvement for the Science 
Department next year. In the years to 
come, we will see if the coming improve-
ments compensate for the inconveniences 
to students and teachers that will ensue 
at the end of the year.

Above: Chreographer Shana O’Brien leads the cast in practicing a dance 
number during rehearsals for the spring musical, Nice Work if You Can 
Get It. Photo by Diane Fuller

Left: The Science Building Front Door. Photo By Luke Wulff

History
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Quizlet vs. Conventional Studying
The News conducted a school-wide survey asking the student body of the Upper School various questions about studying techniques and use of Qui-

zlet.  The survey was emailed to the student body and posted on the Student Body Facebook Group.  Below are the results of the survey.

Means of Studying Terms  
and Definitions

Means of Studying All Other 
Material

Use of Quizlet When Studying for Respective Classes

English

History

Science

Foreign Language

Math

Terms and Definitions
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It’s difficult to imagine a 
day in the modern Gilman 
student’s life that doesn’t 
i n v o l v e  u s i n g  e m a i l , 
Moodle, and Google Drive 

to complete homework, communicate 
with teachers, or study. These tech-
nologies have become a huge part of the 
Gilman academic day, radically speeding 
up and enhancing a teacher’s’ ability to 
interact with students if harnessed cor-
rectly. At the center of all of these won-
derfully revolutionary tools is the mother 
of all digital technologies - the Internet. 
The internet at Gilman is drastically dif-
ferent from other Gilman technologies, as 
it remains largely mysterious and almost 
completely invisible. Having access to the 
internet is now considered more common 
than not, and losing access can greatly 
inhibit a student’s ability to perform in 
the classroom. But Gilman hasn’t always 
been hooked up to the internet, and wire-
less connectivity wasn’t added until the 
massive renovation of Carey Hall a few 
years ago. With the Device of Choice 
program, the Gilman network is forced to 
evolve continually as demand increases 
and devices upgrade.
 It all begins with the Internet Ser-
vice Provider (ISP) - a company which 
attaches Gilman’s massive network of 
computers and access points to the larger 
global internet. Gilman uses two ISPs, 
Comcast Business and Cogent Technolo-
gies, who provide more than enough traf-
fic capacity to provide for all of Gilman’s 
usage, while also providing redundancy 
in the unlikely event of failure. In this 
way, the internet at Gilman is very similar 
to the internet one might get at home. 
Here the similarities between the Gilman 
network and a home network begin to 
end. At this point in a home network, a 
user’s Netflix stream would make its way 

into a router, most likely provided by the 
ISP, and then into a wireless access point. 
Now all the user needs to do is connect 
to the wireless access point to enjoy a 
never ending stream of TV content. At 
Gilman, just one wireless access point 
isn’t enough to cope with the hundreds 
upon hundreds of devices which descend 
upon Gilman’s halls each day, spread out 
across the entire campus. A different, 
more advanced management solution is 
required.
 In steps Aerohive, an enterprise level 
networking company responsible for 
just this task - connecting all of Gilman’s 
devices to it’s two ISPs. This incredible 
feat is accomplished through a series of 
wireless access points designed for enter-
prise applications, placed strategically 
around the school, connected to the ISPs’ 
“pipe.” These access points take the shape 
of a humbling light grey plastic box with 
a typically yellow Ethernet cable sticking 
out the back; the only symbol indicating 
their function is the three hexagon logo 
of Aerohive. These boxes wirelessly con-
nect a student’s device to the internet at 
large, no matter what building on campus 
he may be in. In the early days of Gilman 
wireless connectivity, WiFi was only 
available in certain spaces on campus. 
But, the introduction of the Device of 
Choice program demanded a more expan-
sive network to allow students to use their 
devices in the classroom. 
More access points were required, and 
duly installed. Wireless access points 
communicate wirelessly because they 
instead use electromagnetic radiation to 
transmit data to and from devices, which 
allows a device to be placed anywhere 
within a given range of an access point 
and connect to the network. As more 
and more devices are used in one loca-
tion, like a classroom, connecting to the 

The Grey Areas of the Hound Network

Security: Keeping Gilman Safe

by John ball

same access point, the point can become 
overloaded and incapable of meeting the 
data demands of every device in the area. 
Imagine a frantic waiter, trying to take 
the order of a table full of hungry people 
all shouting their orders at the same 
time - eventually the waiter can’t get to 
everyone at once. At this point, a second 
waiter may be called in to assist with the 
order, and this is exactly what happens 
on the Aerohive network. As one access 
point becomes saturated, a nearby point 
will step in to pick up the slack. But the 
waiters need to talk back to their clients, 
and if they both talk at the same time, no 
one can understand them. This same con-
cept holds true for the access points - if 
the operating frequency of the two points 

isn’t properly configured, the two signals 
can interfere with one another, causing 
devices to be unexplainably disconnected 
from the network. The two points need to 
be calibrated to communicate effectively 
with their respective devices. Describing 
the process by which access points are 
manually calibrated, Mr. Gorski, Director 
of Technology, explained, “I would like to 
say that its a science, but it’s not so much 
a science as it is a feel.” 
 These are the exact issues which cause 
the vast majority of internet problems at 
Gilman, the result of the massive increase 
in demand from Device of Choice, and 
students using not just one, but many 
systems, like tablets and phones, in con-
junction with laptops. The amount of 
bandwidth, or data usage, demanded by 
devices at Gilman today is occasionally 
greater than the network can currently 
handle when at peak load, which causes 
network issues in specific locations. The 
data “pipe” provided by Gilman’s ISPs is 
sufficient for the increased load, only the 
access points need a boost. Next year, 
the Lower School will make available 
an iPad to every student, dramatically 
increasing network load, demanding a 
network upgrade. That upgrade is coming 
this summer, with the installation of an 
AeroHive access point in every class-
room, along with software management 
and firewall upgrades to increase capac-
ity and prevent network issues in the 
future. As Mr. Gorski points out, “The 
whole purpose for Device of Choice is to 
create an environment the same way you 
would find on a college campus, there’s 
no restriction to how many devices you 
have or how many you have turned on at 
the same time.” These upgrades will help 
future proof Gilman internet, solidifying 
its place in the Gilman classroom.

 In a day and age when the 
safety of young people is 
an utmost priority, the bal-
ance between maintaining 

an open campus and ensuring the safety 
of all members of the community is a 
growing conundrum. In order to combat 
this, Gilman’s Director of Security, Mr. 
Jeff McGhee, assures that we are using 
the most up-to-date technology. This 
includes eCampus text and email alerts, 
new PA systems (indoors and outdoors), 
and the use of Alertus emergency notifi-
cation technology. Alertus was installed 
last year and acts as a fire alarm but only 
for lockdowns.
 Next fall for the new school year, Mr. 
McGhee hopes to introduce key card 
access to the Upper School. Currently, this 
technology is in place in the Lower and 
Middle Schools. Each entrance would be 
locked and could only be opened with a 
pin number from students and key cards 
from faculty. Presently, all external doors 
of the Upper School must be locked manu-
ally, and with the new key card technol-

ogy, all doors would be automatically 
locked.
 When looking at the overall security of 
Gilman, especially in regards to lockdown 
procedure, it is important to remember 
Gilman’s neighbors in the tri-school 
community. Bryn Mawr School (BMS), 
Roland Park Country School (RPCS), 
and even the Greyhounds’ neighbor to 
the south, Roland Park Elementary and 
Middle School (RPEMS), also play an 
important role in the lockdown process 
at Gilman. RPEMS has a Baltimore City 
Police officer on campus during school 
hours and has an open radio communica-
tion with security on Gilman’s campus. 
Gilman also has security personnel on 
campus from early morning to late in the 
evening. Once first responders arrive on 
campus, they take over the situation from 
Gilman security.
 Gilman is a part of a private school 
security committee that convenes quar-
terly and consists of local private schools 
including, BMS, RPCS, RPEMS, Boys’ 
Latin School, Calvert School, and Friends 
School. The Baltimore City Police Depart-

ment sits in on the committee as well.
 During school hours, Gilman is offi-
cially closed to the public. This means 
that no one is allowed to run on the track 
or stroll through the campus during 
the day. Despite that, the more people, 
either students, faculty, or visitors, on our 
campus, heightens the need for increased 
safety measures.  “Advances in technol-
ogy have enabled us to become a quicker-
reacting school to potential safety issues,” 
added Mr. McGhee.
 The specific lockdown protocol con-
sists of four parts that can be found in 
all classrooms and offices throughout the 
campus in the form of a blue laminated 
procedural sheet. These steps include, 
Listen and Locate, Check and Secure, 
Maintain Silence, and Wait. All these 
steps have the goal of ensuring the 
safety of all students, faculty, and staff 
as quickly as possibly.
 When asked about how he sees the 
security on Gilman changing, Mr. 
McGhee added, “We continually evaluate 
the systems and plans we have in place, 
and modify where necessary to keep our 
community safe.” He also stated that 

by bRian nelson the addition of more security cameras 
is among future safety precautions to 
maintain a safe environment at Gilman. 

A rack of server equipment in the school’s 
data center. Photo by Luke Wulff

Security features at the Middle School 
front door.
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by hap connoveR

Since the dawn of the game’s 
existence, the clearest signal 
of the end of winter and 
beginning of spring has 
been baseball, and our 
beloved Orioles have begun 

their long awaited season. After fourteen 
years of painful life in the American 
League East’s cellar, the last three years 
have featured an immense turnaround 
and have again gotten Baltimore excited 
about baseball. With three straight win-
ning seasons, a division championship, 
and a playoff series sweep, the O’s are 
back. 
 However, after a trying offseason, 
this team has a different feel from last 
year’s. With the loss of fan favorite Nick 
Markakis, 40-home run slugger Nelson 
Cruz, and dominant relief pitcher Andrew 
Miller, it will be a challenge for the Ori-
oles to notch the 96 wins they recorded 
last year. However, there is a lot to be 
excited about this year. The team returns 
star third baseman Manny Machado from 
a knee injury and should have catcher 
Matt Wieters back early into the season. 
It also may be the year that top pitching 
prospect Dylan Bundy finally makes an 
impact in the Majors. 
 On their quest to becoming back-to-
back AL East Champions for the first 
time since 1974, the Orioles will be tested 
early as their first 19 games of the season 
come against division foes. This is not 
the AL East that the Orioles won by 12 
games last year, as almost all the teams 
have improved. The O’s will be challenged 
by the Blue Jays, Red Sox, Yankees, and 
Rays. The Orioles started strong winning 
it’s first 2 games of the season against the 
Rays, but have only been able to record 1 
win since then in their last 5 games. This 
puts them at 3-4 record tied for last in 
the AL East division, but only two games 
back. Most likely, the O’s may suffer a 
bit of a setback but should still make 
the playoffs as a wild card. Buckle up, 
Birdland, because the rest of the season 
should be exciting.

Questions & Answers with Mark Shapiro The Orioles 
Season KickoffinteRview by: Matt toMaselli

photos by

luke wulff

The News: Considering your track 
record with guys like Yan Gomes, 
Michael Brantley, and Corey Kluber who 
you guys [The Cleveland Indians] saw 
and signed before anyone else really did, 
what goes into virtually predicting what 
kind of guys will be successful?

Mark Shapiro: Yeah, I mean you know, 
you can’t clearly predict who’s going to be 
successful or you would never make mis-
takes, so you’re ultimately betting on both 
people and players, so talent is certainly a 
prerequisite and projecting that talent. In 
addition to that, you’re looking for what 
are the traits and attributes that might 
take a guy like Corey Kluber and make 
him a guy who gets to the big leagues at 
24, but then has him win a Cy Young at 
26.  There’s no science to it because you 
are dealing with people, and people are 
flawed by nature, but it is a quest for the 
best information you can possibly get.  

The News: Being a Gilman alum, what 
do you think was your greatest takeaway 
from Gilman that has helped you in the 
professional world?

Mark Shapiro: I think the character 
piece, the values piece.   I think a lot 
of the things I talked about today, you 
know, the effort, the character- how much 
those things matter.   That persevering 
is extremely important to being success-

ful.  The values that are a big part of the 
person that I am today were forged in the 
culture that men like Mr. Finney created 
when I was here.  

The News: Yea, I think people view 
Gilman as this place where you will get 
a ton of work and become really smart, 
but it’s really and more so about the 
values taught here.  

Mark Shapiro: For me, it was a lot about 
the values, the relationships, and friend-
ships I had, you know, and the group of 
teachers who were so committed to that 
whole development. It wasn’t just about 
formal education; it was about develop-
ing you as a person developing your 
emotional intelligence, your intellect, 
and your character.  

The News: What do you think the most 
important part of managing such a 
large organization where you have so 
many moving parts and so many dif-
ferent dynamics to your organization?

Mark Shapiro: I think, you know, the 
most important thing is hiring really 
really talented people, and then creating 
a culture where they feel empowered to 
make an impact and make a difference.  
Articulating clearly the vision of what 
you’re working toward. Really, really 
obsessing about the hiring and bringing 

in really talented people and making sure 
they feel empowered to make a difference 
and make an impact. 

The News: Please describe what it is 
like playing and managing in cleveland 
considering aspects like the “Cleveland 
Curse,” and the incredibly passionate 
fanbase you guys have. 

Mark Shapiro: It’s a greats sport town, 
a passionate sports town. Cleveland is a 
smaller city but the tradition and pride in 
the sports runs deep and it runs strong 
throughout the entire city. It’s a tough 
town, you know, a working class town, 
blue collar city, and I think they appreci-
ate that kind of an approach in both their 
players and their teams. 

The News: What’s it like playing in a city 
with Lebron and Johnny Manziel?

Mark Shapiro: It’s interesting. Obviously, 
it’s an incredible time around the Cavs 
in general. They got a great team and 
the cool thing about him he’s seems to 
represent he’s making an impact in the 
community, and he’s an trying to be a 
strong leader for that team. He’s a neat 
guy to watch from a far when you appre-
ciate elite athletes and elite performers, 
because he wants to be more than just a 
talented player. 

Mr. Mark Shapiro was one of the speakers at this year’s Cotton Lecture.  The Cotton Lecture, an annual assembly in 
the Upper School, brings businessmen and entrepeneurs back to Gilman to speak to Upper Schoolers about their re-
spective realms of business. The News caught up with Mr. Shapiro after his talk to ask him a few more questions about 
his work as President of the Cleveland Indians.

Gilman
Interscholastic Teams 

This Spring
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Every year, eight Gilman 
Varsity Tennis players get 
the opportunity to travel 
to California to compete 
against some of the most 
elite tennis teams around 

the country. As always, the Gilman squad 
made the trip out to Orange County 
during this year’s spring break. Overall, 
the team did well for the environment 
where they competed, winning against 
four out of the six teams they played and 
scrimmaged. On top of this, its important 
to remember that the competition was a 
big step up from the surrounding Mary-
land private schools, proving that it was 
by no means an easy task.
 For most of the team, this trip was 
nothing out of the ordinary, as several of 
the six returning seniors had already gone 
on this trip for several years. For a student 
like Derrick Thompson (‘18), however, 
this trip was a whole new experience. 
After making a name for himself by 
defeating two returning varsity seniors, 
Derrick, a new to Gilman Freshman, was 
guaranteed a singles spot on the varsity 
roster, and therefore was on his way to 
California with the team. Despite his rela-
tively small size, Derrick’s speed and rac-
quet skills advanced him through most 

After a bitterly cold March, 
spring approaches, and 
with it begins the high 
intensity action of golf. Gil-
man’s Varsity team has a 
storied history in the Mary-

land Interscholastic Athletic Association 
conference, winning championships in 
1998, 2008 and 2009, and recently, the 
team made it to the championship only 
to fall short to Calvert Hall in 2013. This 
year’s squad is especially interesting for 
two reasons in particular. One, returning 
sophomores and juniors are prepared to 
repeat a season similar to two years ago, 
but this time winning the final match 
of the season, the championship. Sec-
ondly,  Freshmen Jairus Gaines and Mac 
Webster have joined the veteran players 
and their objective of winning the title. 
When asked what his goal was as one of 
the proverbial “newbies” on the varsity 
lineup, Mac explained, “My goal for this 
spring is to bring a championship back to 
Roland Avenue.”
  Mac feels his purpose is to truly act as 
an aid to the team. He wants to be a utility 
that the team can use to follow through 
on their intent on winning a title. As far 
as the mentality towards playing against 

of his varsity draw matches. Although 
originally from Los Angeles, Derrick trav-
eled to Japan, Australia, and Switzerland 
before landing here at Gilman. 
 “It was a really fun time for me, but it 
was definitely tough playing a lot of the 
players in California,” explained Derrick 
about how he felt his first varsity spring 
break trip went. 
 While most of the trip went smoothly 
for the team, there was one incident where 
Gilman was accused of “stacking.” Stack-
ing is the term used to describe when a 
team purposely puts a lower skilled player 
in a higher seed and a better player in a 
lower spot in order to gain an advantage 
by guaranteeing certain victories in the 
lower seeded matches. Although the 
accusation was false, it is understandable 
to assume so when you have a student of 
Derrick’s size playing above several six-
foot tall seniors. According to Derrick, 
two seniors playing #1 doubles “bageled” 
(beat 6-0 6-0) their opponents, while the 
first two seeds lost. 
 With the rest of the season in sight, the 
Gilman Tennis Program should recognize 
their fortune in having the talent and 
depth in their rosters that will hopefully 
bring them two more championships this 
year.

opponents that could be three years older, 
they don’t see it as a problem. Jairus 
illustrated, “I see it as a challenge. I hon-
estly think that it’ll be fun [and] a good 
experience. From my perspective, it will 
make me a better golfer.” Mac continued 
the discussion on this same idea, saying 
“That doesn’t necessarily scare me. I play 
lots of tournament golf and I play with 
kids that are a lot older than me.” Both 
express that it is not an intimidating 
situation and feel they can excel in such 
a scenario. The pair also wants to prove 
that they can add important factors to the 
team. “I think I can bring a good attitude. 
I can demonstrate and help other people 
with their swings and make their golf 
[game] a little better,” asserts Jairus. Mac 
reveals, “I believe that you need to be able 
to respond to adversity, which I feel I am 
able to do and hopefully my teammates 
can feed off of that energy.”
 They seek to support the team with 
their game and their character, an ever so 
important aspiration to bear in golf. Mac 
and Jairus seek to approach this year with 
humility and as a learning experience. 
With a strong group of proven warhorses 
and a promising troop of underclassmen, 
expect Gilman to be a palpable contender 
this spring. 

Tennis Spring Break

Gilman Bowling Gets the Ball 
Rolling

Golf Preview
by will Rende

by williaM davison

by Michael Johnson
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Most members on the 
bowling team would argue 
that there is some sort of 
delay in the space time con-
tinuum when they watch 
as their ball rolls down the 

lane, rapidly approaching the pins. When 
Ms. Linda Trapp established the bowling 
team in the winter of 2014, her goal was 
that everyone would stay strong under 
pressure, bowl well and most impor-
tantly, have fun. 
 The team meets every Monday and 
Tuesday for about an hour and a half at 
AMF in Towson and every player bowls 
three rounds. According to Parker Knott, 
Co-Captain of the Varsity Bowling Team, 
“I can’t seem to handle the pressure. I 
frequently get to the turkey watch, but I 
can never finish.” Turkey watch, a term 
coined by the bowling team, is when a 
bowler gets two strikes in a row and is 
about to roll for a turkey. As everyone in 
the Upper School now knows, a turkey 
is when a bowler rolls three strikes in 
a row. It is a feat that only a handful of 
members on the team have reached and 
as Parker Knott illustrated, there is an 
extreme amount of pressure that must 
be overcome. 
 In an interview with Ms. Trapp, she 
revealed to the Gilman News her goals 
for the bowling team in the future. While 
the bowling team is now known as the 

quintessential intramural spring sport, 
Ms. Trapp is considering making bowling 
an option for a winter sport as well. If this 
dream came into fruition, it would signify 
the biggest annual growth of an intramu-
ral sport since the school’s founding in 
1897 (unconfirmed fact). In addition to 
having bowling as an option for a winter 
sport, Ms. Trapp has proposed that the 
bowling team expand to the tri-school. 
Ms. Trapp hopes that “there could be 
co-ed teams in which the girls stimulate 
the Gilman guys’ competitive nature.” 
When asked for his opinion on a possible 
co-ed league, Peter Kohler, (‘16) stated, “A 
co-ed bowling league would be a wonder-
ful addition to the Tri-School because it 
would help strengthen the bond between 
Gilman and Bryn Mawr students outside 
of the classroom.”  
 While aspirations for the future are 
high, every bowler is more than content 
with the current status of the team. 
According to Teddy Obrecht (‘16), “While 
I recently joined the bowling team, I 
absolutely love it. The ability to play the 
claw machine and eat pizza while play-
ing a sport is not offered by any other 
intramural at Gilman.” Throughout the 
rest of the season, the team looks forward 
to improving scores, playing more com-
petitively, obtaining the courage to eat the 
bowling alley food and most importantly, 
getting more turkeys.   

Sports By The 
Numbers

1 loss by varsity baseball in confer-
ence play

39 players on Varsity Lacrosse

5,286 miles traveled by Varsity 
Tennis over Spring Break

0 losses by JV Golf

4 former Fresh-Soph players made 
Varsity  Lacrosse


