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This year’s senior class seems to 
be the last class with a majority of 
students using Facebook...
Hudson Carroll, Page 3
Analyzing Gilman’s Facebook 
Generational Gap
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Aside from gaining new responsi-
bilities and adapting his coaching 
style, Matorras will be trusted 
with continuing the excellence of 
the Gilman volleyball program.

Noah Abrams, Page 4
Matorras To Head Volleyball 
Program
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In the case of dialogue nights, the 
administration needs to make a 
concrete decision about the home-
work policy. 
Will Rende, Page 2
Time For A Dialogue About Dia-
logue Night
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The GIlman news Is a sTudenT run 
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conTaIned are noT necessarIly Those of 
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Juniors Cultivate Innovation With Hydroponics Initiative

Curtains Coming Soon

Since April 2016, three 
members of the Gilman 
Class of 2018 have been 
leading an initiative to 
construct and maintain 

a hydroponics system next to Gilman’s 
turf f ield and track. 
The idea was or igi-
nally Cameron Haire’s, 
who worked with Mat-
thew Mu and Merritt 
Wiggin. Cameron said 
that he devised the plan 
to “...pursue an area 
of interest that [previ-
ously] wasn’t available 
at Gilman.” In order to 
fund this project, Mat-
thew, Cameron, and 
Merritt presented their 
idea to a group of faculty 
members, including Mr. 
Henry Smyth and Mr. 
Sean Furlong, asking 
for a grant. Aided by members of the 
Science Department, namely Mr. Jim 
Morrison and Mr. Jason Hogan, their 
request was granted, and, several months 
later in August, the 12x10x8 greenhouse 
was built.
    The field of hydroponics, which liter-
ally translates as “to work with water,” is 
a non-traditional method of agriculture. 
Mu said its main benefit is that “it doesn’t 

use dirt…[and] by suspending plants in 
water, you can essentially control the rate 
at which plants are growing, how much 
they’re producing, and when you want 
them to grow.” Several subsystems fall 
under the overall category of hydropon-
ics. The first of two that are currently 

used in Gilman’s greenhouse is a drip 
system, in which the plant being grown 
is placed in a semi-absorbent medium 
onto which water and nutrients are 
slowly dripped, later to be absorbed by 
the actual plant. The second system used 
is a Nutrient Film Technique system, or 
an NFT system, which is more complex 
than the drip system. It involves “...plants 
suspended in...little containers and a 

by Alex Duh

by Will DoWling pipe...[with] water running in the bottom 
of it...What happens is the nutrients are 
near the top, [as] they’re a little lighter 
than the water, so as the water passes 
through the neti cups, the plants soak up 
the nutrients.” 
   During its first eight months on campus, 

the hydroponics green-
house had its most sig-
nificant success grow-
ing herbs such as basil, 
parsley, and oregano. 
Tomatoes, squash, and 
lettuce have also been 
grown, but their success 
was limited, partly due 
to the greenhouse being 
blown down by strong 
winds in November of 
2016. However, this 
tragedy may have been 
a blessing in disguise, as 
it has allowed for a fur-
ther, larger grant and 
new construction plans 

to build a bigger and better greenhouse 
in the form of a geodesic dome, the struc-
ture of which was originally designed as 
a cheap housing alternative in 1954 by 
Buckminster Fuller. 
   The production of fresh food, however, 
is not the ultimate goal of these three stu-
dents. They believe that the best use of the 
greenhouse is as a learning classroom to 
teach other students, mainly middle and 

On Thu r sd ay,  May 4 , 
Gilman students and fami-
lies will fill the auditorium 
in anticipation of Curtains, 
a musical comedy murder 
mystery. When asked about 

the selection of Curtains for this year’s 
musical, Director Mr. John Rowell 
explained, “I felt like it was different 
from shows we’ve done before, a funny 
murder mystery.”  Curtains is set in 1959 
in Boston, where the crew members of the 
Broadway-bound musical “Robbin’ Hood: 
A Tale of the Old West” are trying to work 
out kinks in their musical before it is seen 
by critics. However, when the talentless 
lead actress is murdered on opening 
night, the entire cast is under suspicion. 
Theater-loving Boston detective Frank 
Cioffi confines the crew to the theater 
in order to solve the murder. During the 
investigation, though, Cioffi appears just 
as interested in helping the cast with their 
musical as he is in solving the murder.
     Curtains will be performed by stu-
dents from Gilman, Bryn Mawr, Roland 
Park Country School, and the Baltimore 
School for the Arts. This year, there are 
30 actors in the play, 15 to 20 more stu-
dents behind the scenes, seven faculty 
members, a new costume designer, and 
a new set designer helping Mr. Rowell 
to create and perform the musical.  Like 
the previous year, there is a wide range 
of grades contributing to the play.  John 
Ball (’17), a veteran of Gilman musicals, 
remarks, “We’ve got an incredibly good 

cast.”  Mr. Rowell added, “The cast have 
been great, and very enthusiastic. They’re 
really focused and working really hard.” 
     Cast members and Mr. Rowell remark 
on the multidimensional aspect of Cur-
tains.  The cast is highly enthusiastic 
about the musical, which promises to 
be both energetic and hilarious. Grace 
Felder (Bryn Mawr, ’17), playing “Robbin’ 
Hood’s” bold producer Carmen Bernstein, 
declares, “It’s one of the funniest shows 
I’ve ever been in or seen, and it’s a really 
good time. It’s a show that makes you 
feel good, and will make you laugh.” Ben 
Levinson (’19), playing the show’s sarcas-
tic British director Christopher Belling, 
likes the suspense in the musical: “It’ll 
keep you on the edge of your seat ‘til the 
very end.” John Ball, playing detective 
Frank Cioffi, describes the musical as “...
hysterical. It’s so much fun and so high 
energy. This show is going to be a total 
evening of rip-roaring laughter and sus-
pense.” On top of the mixture of comedy 
and suspense, Mr. Rowell also likes 
the musical for its excellent score: “It’s 
the last musical that John Kander and 
Fred Ebb wrote. They’re one of the great 
Broadway songwriting teams- Cabaret, 
Chicago, Kiss of the Spider Woman.”  
     When asked what part of Curtains 
would most appeal to the audience, Mr. 
Rowell answered that it has something 
for everyone: “I think that people who 
love musicals will love Curtains, I think 
people who love murder mysteries will 
love Curtains, and we have so many tal-
ented people working on it.”

Regularly congregating over 
lunch in the Gilman Room, 
the Gilman Bible Study, led 
by Mr. Kevin Hudson, has 
cemented itself as one of 
the most attended meet-

ings at the school. After the departure 
of Gilman Football Coach Biff Poggi, 
the program’s former leader, Mr. Henry 
Smyth requested that Mr. Hudson head 
the Bible Study at Gilman given that he 
had a similar position to Coach Poggi’s 
at his previous Westminster School in 
Atlanta, Georgia. “It’s been fantastic 
this year, with a tremendous growth in 
numbers,” says Mr. Hudson. The idea of 
a tri-school bible study came about after 
Gilman learned that FOCUS, a group that 
leads Bible Studies in the nearby private 
schools, was preaching at both RPCS and 
Bryn Mawr. The senior leaders along with 
Mr. Hudson saw this as an opportunity 
to bring the brothers and sisters of this 
tri-school community together for the 
first time and talk about the Word of God. 
The purpose of extending Bible Study to 
the sister schools was to grow fellowship 
and for everyone to come together to learn 
about the Bible and absorb the spiritual 
wealth that is spread throughout each 
meeting. 
     The first meeting, held in Centennial 
Hall, had a total attendance of ninety 
students along with ten faculty members. 
The leaders of the program have made it 
clear that they aim to hold this Tri-School 

Bible Study once a month, though they 
have had recent difficulty in sticking to 
this goal. Each meeting has a strict sylla-
bus, with the first two-thirds of the meet-
ing dedicated to Bible Study and the final 
third dedicated to large group prayer. 
“The prayers have been a huge part of 
our Bible Study this year and it has been 
the most unifying and encouraging part 
of each meeting,” Mr. Hudson explains. 
Brian Nelson, one of the senior lead-
ers, reflects on the last four years of his 
time with Coach Poggi and Mr. Hudson, 
saying, “It’s kind of a nice break in the 
middle of the day, it allows you to take 
a step back from your normal routine 
and to also hear about your classmates 
and their lives.” The message of the 
Bible Study has affected many people 
at all three schools. “You don’t have to 
be religious to come to the Bible Study,” 
says Brian; “the lessons in the Bible are 
universal things everyone can apply in 
their lives.”
     The leaders emphasize that “no prayer 
is too small,” allowing the corporate 
prayer segment of the meeting to be one 
of the most powerful parts because it 
allows people to become vulnerable for 
a short moment and to understand each 
other’s feelings and struggles that often 
go unnoticed. 
 The Tri-School Bible Study has had 
a tremendous impact on many students 
within all three schools, and Mr. Hudson 
and the senior leaders welcome more 
people to come out for the food and God.

Bible Study Gets Tri-School Makeover
by VArun MAheshWAri

photo courtesy of Merrit Wiggin

see “Hydroponics”, page 4
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To say the country is di-
vided in 2017 would be an 
understatement. Last year 
saw one of the most polariz-
ing and brutal presidential 
campaigns in the history of 
the United States. It seems 
that political disputes are 

unavoidable in every aspect of Ameri-
can lives, and Gilman is no exception. 
While Gilman’s Young Republicans and 
Young Democrats clubs do an excellent 
job of providing students with an outlet 
to voice their opinions, I have started a 
Political Discussion Club that aims to 
bring these two groups, as well as other 
political views, together to promote di-
verse and engaging discussions that will 
bring a range of opinions into one room 
where they can be heard and valued.
     Gilman students show a drive to edu-
cate themselves on politics and are not 
afraid to voice their opinions, some-
thing I have appreciated since arriving 
to the school as a freshman. However, 
students can easily find themselves in 
a very polarized environment when 
debates arise. Gilman’s Young Demo-
crats and Young Republicans clubs of-
fer students an environment where they 
can discuss politics and current events 
away from those who might try to begin 
an argument.  The president of Young 
Democrats, Charlie J. Shapiro (‘18), 
says, “Everyone needs a place where 
they can feel comfortable and have a 
sense of belonging in their opinions.” 
However, this makes it very easy for 
students to surround themselves with 
only like-minded people, eliminating 
an opportunity for intellectual growth. 
   The separate Democrat and Republi-
can clubs can create “echo chambers” 

by ChArlie Finnerty
where students only hear what they 
want to hear. When liberals only hear 
voices that agree with them, they can 
easily become out of touch with the is-
sues raised by conservatives, or vice 
versa. Will Weinfeld (‘17), president of 
Young Republicans, attempted to com-
bat this “echo chamber” dilemma by in-
viting liberal-leaning students to meet-
ings. When asked about his decision to 
invite opposing opinions to Young Re-
publicans, Weinfeld said, “As I pointed 
out in my senior speech, I believe in 
honest dialogue and freedom of speech. 
I want to have an opportunity for every-
one to voice their opinions.” I agree with 
Weinfeld and think constructive con-
versations need opposing viewpoints. 
     There is no doubt, however, that the 
separate club system allows for students 
to feel comfortable with their own opin-
ions. In order to accommodate both of 
these positions, Political Discussion 
Club will not be limited to one side or 
position, but rather will invite people 
with opposing opinions to discuss or 
debate relevant and current events in 
the world today. I feel it is important 
for students at Gilman to talk to people 
that disagree with them to create a con-
versation with different opinions. I also 
want to encourage people who aren’t as 
active in following politics to come and 
hear both sides of important issues and 
become more informed on what is going 
on at such a critical time in national and 
global politics. I hope having right-lean-
ing Mike Willis (‘18) and Liam Muhly 
(‘18) as Vice Presidents will balance out 
my admittedly far left opinions and cre-
ate a place where people with various 
views can feel welcome and know that 
their opinion will be listened to, respect-
ed, and appreciated.

Political Discussion Club

On March 22, nearly half of 
the junior class was  marked 
absent during this year’s 
One Love presentation, a 
mandatory student and 
faculty-led extracurricular 
program that serves as 

a platform for discussion on domestic 
violence. The following week, these 
juniors, myself included, spent a long 
lunch watching the program’s film and 
engaging in discussion afterwards. This 
long lunch period did not go smoothly to 
say the least, and a combination of disre-
spectful behavior by the students as well 
as faculty concern that the juniors simply 
weren’t receiving the message brought 
about the need for another, more serious 
discussion relating to the topic during 
fifth period of the same day. Though ulti-
mately I believe the goal of the initiative 
was achieved, there is no doubt that the 
problems encountered along the way were 
avoidable in the first place.
      Given the gravity of the topic at hand, 
the disappointment and anger that came 
from the program’s faculty organizers in 
response to the juniors’ overwhelming 
absence was by all means understand-
able, yet it left me wondering whether 
the student perspective and reason-
ing for being absent was understood. 
Though teachers were told to “be lenient” 
with homework the night of One Love, 
the ambiguity of this demand left an 
unprecedented number of students in a 
difficult situation. Charlie J. Shapiro (‘ 
18) explains the typical junior’s scenario, 
saying, “I had athletics from about four to 

six. With three hours of homework await-
ing me, I couldn’t afford to take two hours 
out of my night, especially in the third 
quarter of my junior year, which is why 
I chose to skip the program.” A number 
of other teachers confirmed that there 
were no direct restrictions on homework 
that night.
     One Love serves as a representation 
of a more routine disconnect between 
the administration and the faculty on the 
homework policy for mandatory extra-
curricular events. 
 In the case of dialogue nights, the 
administration needs to make a concrete 
decision about the homework policy. Ide-
ally, a no homework policy on dialogue 
nights should be enforced, and teachers, 
regardless of how critical the workload 
is, need to adhere. If this policy is left 
ambiguous, as we witnessed with this 
year’s One Love presentation, students 
will prioritize homework regardless of 
how serious the topic is.
 Dialogue nights can provide a mean-
ingful and impactful opportunity to 
become more knowledgeable and respon-
sible about relevant issues as high school 
boys; the dilemma we are faced with is 
to what degree these issues should be 
prioritized over class material. Looking 
to the future, I would advise the admin-
istration to be conscious of the student 
perspective: having the added stress of 
homework while participating in these 
programs diminishes the impact it has 
on students, and “being lenient” does not 
translate the way it’s supposed to for most 
teachers.

Time For A Dialogue About
Dialogue Night

by Will renDe

RPCS has officially joined 
the Tri-School student 
newspaper community. 
Lucy Van Dyke and Julia 
Schoenberg, both members 

of the RPCS class of 2018, took it upon 
themselves to create the new publication, 
Red All Over. Julia explains, “Last year 
Lucy and I really wanted to write for the 
paper, but there wasn’t one, so we real-
ized that we had to start it from scratch.” 
Lucy added, “We started everything at 
the beginning of last year, and we held 
a meeting to see who would actually be 
interested, but it wasn’t untill this year 
that we actually started brainstorming 
articles.”
       The girls, however, quickly discovered 
that creating such a club is no easy feat, 
as Lucy explains, “It took a lot longer than 
expected to actually come out with arti-
cles on the website.” They had planned on 
putting out their first issue after a month, 
but after having to learn how to create 
and use a brand new website in addition 
to a number of other hurdles, it ultimately 
took roughly six months of hard work to 
post their first articles. 
     The challenges facing Red All Over 
did not go away after fully establishing 
their organization and publishing their 
first pieces on the website. Lucy and Julia 
generally had difficulty finding common 
ground with the administration in terms 
of the content they wanted to cover. Julia 
explained, “We’ve been working with the 
administration to address topics that are 

both appropriate and interesting to the 
student body. The problem with this is 
that some of our most interesting articles 
push the boundaries a little, but we’re 
working to find a middle ground while 
also discussing controversial issues in 
the community.”
       Julia describes the objective and topics 
for the news, explaining, “We want to 
cover issues that relate to teenagers and 
more specifically an all-girls environ-
ment… We obviously want to appeal to a 
wide audience, so we want to do sports, 
theater, and arts.” Lucy added, “We do 
start our meetings with asking everyone 
what they want to write about.”
 Lucy and Julia articulated their future 
plans for the paper, saying, “We want 
it to be more successful on the website 
this year and get more people interested 
and then next year publish our first hard 
copy.” Lucy felt uncertain about the future 
of Red All Over after their class graduates 
given the heavy junior presence in their 
newspaper and initial lack of freshman 
and sophomore participation. Julia, how-
ever, explains, “I think underclassmen 
were a little bit scared to join at first but 
now that it has been fully established we 
are going to recruit more freshman and 
sophomores to the news.”
      Their digital publication can be found 
at www.redsnews.org, and be on the 
lookout for their print publication coming 
next year. The Gilman News would also 
like to encourage all students in the tri-
school community to get involved in their 
newspaper and help represent the voice 
of the students.

Red All Over Debuts
by greg Diette 
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by huDson CArroll

As a collection of classes, 
seniors, juniors, sopho-
mores, and freshmen are 
often separated in many 
facets of Gilman school life; 
that being said, students 

tend to be relatively connected outside 
of school through social media. Over 
the last couple of years, however, many 
students have shifted away from their 
original social media outlet, Facebook. 
This increasing disinterest in Facebook 
has created a generational divide of sorts 
between the student body: those who use 
Facebook and those who do not. 
   This year’s senior class seems to be 
the last class with a majority of students 
using Facebook, although a few juniors, 
sophomores, and freshmen still have 
accounts. As a dying app among Gilman 
students, Facebook has been replaced 
by Twitter and Instagram among juniors 
and underclassmen. In years past, Face-
book was an easy way to communicate 
with students about important events 
and dates coming up in the Gilman 
calendar, but it has been harder to talk 
about these occasions due to the dropoff 
in the app’s use. This is part of the reason 
School President Matt Tomaselli (‘17) 
utilizes a new texting system, Remind, 
to make students aware of certain events, 
such as sports games, with a quick buzz 
on their phones and a brief notification.
   Clearly, this system has been vastly 
superior to the former Facebook system 
in that sports teams have generated much 
larger student-driven support than in 

previous years. If Facebook use continues 
to decline, it is likely that the new texting 
system or another form of social media, 
such as Instagram or Twitter, will take 
over as the primary form of communica-
tion for the student body. 
 Senior Ben Murphy spoke about the 
obvious gap, saying, “There is definitely 
a generational gap between Facebook and 
Instagram. Most kids in college only use 
Facebook, not Instagram. Kids in high 
school don’t even have Facebook, just Ins-
tagram, and people my age are in between 
the two.” Juniors have also taken notice 
of the stark contrast in the usage of dif-
ferent types of social media. When asked 
about if he believed there was a strict gap 
in social media, junior Teddy Mcfarlane 
commented, “Older people tend to have 
both while younger generations typically 
do not have Facebook.” Ben also weighed 
the importance of organizational fea-
tures, saying, “Facebook events can be 
helpful, but most people just text in group 
chats rather than on Facebook.” 
   Matt agreed with Ben entirely and 
decided early on in his presidency that 
Facebook would not be an effective means 
of communication with the student body. 
Understanding the difficulties of commu-
nication with underclassmen and juniors 
through Facebook, Matt commented that, 
“Past presidencies have used the Face-
book page really, really heavily for relay-
ing information. It was Facebook and 
email before that, but I knew coming in 
that every grade below me uses Facebook 
less and less, and the lower the grades are, 
the less use of Facebook there is. I had to 

figure out some sort of way to provide an 
alternate means of communication with 
the student body, so that’s why the text 
line came into play.” Matt created the 
text line, which informs students about 
upcoming athletic contests, important 
events, and reminders. President Toma-
selli has revolutionized the ability to 
communicate effectively with Gilman 
students and adapted accordingly with 
the technology available to him. 
   The divide between seniors and the rest 
of the school has clearly been aided in a 
communication sense by the texting line. 

However, there still seems to be a lack of 
connectivity between grades, which may 
have been more fulfilling on Facebook 
than the new texting system. Students 
now use an array of apps which allow 
them to connect with one another, but the 
student body generally seems less con-
nected. Of course, this is the systematic 
issue with social media in general. On 
the other hand,  the reduced use of Face-
book between different grades could be a 
sign of classes beginning to separate into 
individual grades versus a more united 
Gilman community. 

Analyzing Gilman’s Facebook Generational Gap
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As a school with a unique 
t h r e e - s e a s on  at h le t ic 
requirement, sports are 
important to Gilman’s cul-
ture, but not everyone is 
an interscholastic athlete. 

Intramurals are an alternative to inter-
scholastic sports that fulfill a student’s 
athletic obligation, and provide a break 
in Gilman’s rigorous academic schedule. 
The importance of intramurals could not 
be overstated, as Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor Mr. Bob Smith said, “If we didn’t have 
intramurals, we would have to switch the 
philosophical approach of the founders of 
Gilman to a physical education program.” 
In recent years, however, traditional 
intramurals are threatened, with many 
shutting down due to a lack of faculty or 
student participation. 
   Non-athletic intramurals, such as 
theatre tech or Greyhound TV, fulfill the 
athletic requirement without being tradi-
tionally “athletic,” while the out-of-school 
option allows athletes to go off campus for 
a personal trainer or to play a sport not 
offered at Gilman. As these non-athletic 
and out-of-school intramurals become 
an increasingly popular option among 
students, classic intramurals are becom-
ing an endangered species. This year, the 
average participation between the three 
seasons in intramurals was 219 people. 
Of these, 84 people, a staggering 38% of 
participants, either did out of school or 
non-athletic activities. Both alternative 
options have their own pros and cons 
associated with them. For example, while 
the out of school option could be benefi-
cial for an athlete’s career, it separates 
them from the Gilman community, and 
causes them to lose an opportunity to 
bond with classmates.  

    One such endangered intramurals is 
cricket, led by Mr. Tim Lauer. Cricket has 
been a small intramural since its begin-
ning, and has had a hard time attracting a 
large group of students because not many 
people are familiar with the sport and 
there are a limited number of intramu-
ral participants. However, the relatively 
small size of his intramural doesn’t seem 
to bother Mr. Lauer. When asked how he 
felt about the rise of alternative intramu-
rals, he said, “I appreciate the fact that 
Gilman offers an opportunity for the 
boys to actively engage after they leave 
the classroom, so anyway that they can 
do that in an exciting way for the boys, 
I’m pretty excited about myself.” This 
reflects the central idea of intramurals: 
to keep Gilman students active and doing 
something that they enjoy.
   The whole purpose of the three season 
athletic requirement is to allow Gilman 
students to develop the mind, body, and 
spirit. If students can complete their ath-
letic obligation without developing their 
body, is Gilman really fulfilling its duty to 
cultivate a well-rounded individual? On 
the other hand, the addition of alternate 
intramurals also allows for the cultiva-
tion of other student interests. The out-
of-school option still helps the student 
to develop athletically even if Gilman 
does not offer a sport in which they are 
interested, while the non-athletic options 
allow a student to develop their creativity 
or serve their community. Collectively, 
out of school and non-athletic intramu-
rals allow a student to pursue their own 
interests outside of what Gilman athletics 
can offer, but they can also loosen connec-
tions within the community. This could 
be the beginning of a new era in Gilman 
intramurals.

by leo Morton

Endangered Intramurals
Jazz Hounds Take New York City

The group dined aT The TraTToria dell’arTe, a resTauranT frequenTed by sTars like 
beyonce and Jennifer anisTon. Jack MiTchell (‘09), The firsT gilMan Jazz band druM 
player, shared his experience in The Music indusTry wiTh The group over dinner.

The annual Jazz Band 
journey to the Big Apple 
has always been an edu-
cational experience and 
a special opportunity to 
witness the workings of 

music in the modern world. This year, 
it allowed the Jazz Band, alongside a 
tour group, to experience the world of 
music and has inspired Gilman musi-
cians to hone their craft and become 
even better performers. The faculty 

by siMeon PArker members who worked to make this 
trip possible acknowledge the benefits 
of this journey and deserve Gilman’s 
gratitude for making these opportuni-
ties for Gilman musicians possible and 
improving Gilman’s next generation of 
musicians. Summarizing the trip, Jazz 
Band Director Ms. Cheryl Nkeba notes, 
“In over twenty years of teaching, it 
was one of the best ‘Musical Days’ that 
I have encountered.” For more photos 
of the trip, visit www.gilmannews.com/
home/jazzbandnyc.
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Snowherds 
On February 20 and 21, 
Gilman juniors Ethan and 
Christian Coherd traveled 
to the Czech Republic to 
represent the United States 
in the 2017 USSA Junior 

World Championship for snowboarding.
   The Coherd twins were flown to the 
Czech Republic in February in order to 
snowboard for Team USA in the event. 
Ethan competed in both the Giant Slalom 
and Slalom events while Christian com-
peted in the Slalom. When asked about 
the experience, Ethan described it as 
“...a position like I’ve never experienced 
before. I just had those butterflies in my 
stomach the whole trip. I just couldn’t 
believe how far I’d come.” 
   For the Coherds, this life-changing 
experience came as a result of years of 
hard work. Ethan and Christian both 
hit the slopes when they were around 
four. Christian was the first to start 
snowboarding, while Ethan started out 
with skiing. Around the time when he 
turned 10 years old, Ethan decided that 
he wanted to switch to snowboarding. 
“I just enjoyed it more,” he explained, 
“I enjoyed watching it more.” After the 
Coherds turned 11, they joined Slalom 
Race Cup, where they have been compet-
ing ever since.
 For the Coherd brothers, training 
occurs seven days a week: “When you’re 
on the snow, it’s about four days a week 
-- Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, and 
Sunday for four hours. The rest is just 
outside training and the weight room.”  

 The Coherds make the hour and a half 
drive to Ski Roundtop near Lewisberry, 
Pennsylvania four times a week in order 
to snowboard. On top of that, they spend 
a large portion of their time at Camelback 
in Bethlehem. 
    Balancing school work with their 

athletic commitments often brings sig-
nificant challenge for the Coherds. When 
asked how they cope with the large work-
load from school and the hours a week 
dedicated to training, Ethan described 
the plan that he and his brother use in 

order to stay caught up. “Me and my 
brother just take turns driving, and 
while the other one’s driving, we get to 
do our homework. Basically, that’s how 
we survive.” 
     Missing school days to make time 
for snowboarding has also had an effect 
on their Gilman experience. Ethan 
remarked, “I feel like we don’t get as much 
time outside of class with the students.” 
Christian added, “I never realized how 
many days we missed. It really sneaks 
up on you.” Both Ethan and Christian 
are forced to miss winter athletics, and 
on Mondays and Wednesdays, they leave 
to train immediately after classes end.  
    Though sometimes left wishing for 
more time to hang out with friends, 
the end result of their hard work is well 
worth it. This past summer, USSA, a USA 
Olympic-sanctioned organization, invited 
both of the Coherd brothers to their “Proj-
ect Gold” camp. They were flown out to 
Mount Hood, Oregon and trained daily 
for roughly a week, but this was only the 
beginning of their experience.
     Ethan’s and Christian’s goals don’t 
end with the Junior World Champion-
ship. Though they didn’t place as high as 
they’d hoped, they didn’t let this diminish 
their aspirations. Ethan said that he has 
“...big hopes from there. Hopefully, from 
here on out, it’s winning Nor-Ams [North 
American Cup] and getting onto the Adult 
World Cup circuit.” 
    Moving forward, the Coherd’s have their 
sights set on the 2022 Winter Olympics 
in Beijing, China, and wish to keep snow-
boarding and training to compete there.

by PAul stoller

The Gilman volleyball team 
completed their previous 
season by winning a cham-
pionship on the JV and 
Varsity levels, now having 
four MIAA championships 

in their pocket. Subsequent to winning 
the final game on November 4 of last 
year, Head Coach William Allenbach had 
some thinking to do about the upcoming 
season. About three months later, Coach 
Allenbach made his decision not to return 
to the varsity team after working with 
them for the past two years. 
 Allenbach’s departure brought about 
the search for a new head coach, but it was 
pretty obvious who would takeover. Only 
a week after Coach Allenbach announced 
his departure from the program, Director 
of Athletics Mr. Timothy Holley reported 
that Coach Diego Matorras would become 
the new head coach of the varsity team. 
This was no surprise due to the fact that 
as head coach of the JV team, he com-
pleted two very successful seasons, taking 
his team to the finals in his first year and 
completing a perfect season in his second. 
Matorras is also experienced in coaching 

at the varsity level, noting, “In previous 
years, I was helping coach Allenbach as 
an assistant coach to the varsity team.”
 Although qualified for the job, there 
will be some new things Matorras will 
be in charge of and some adjustments 
he’ll have to make while transitioning 
to varsity. Coach Matorras said, “I think 
the main difference is not going to be 
coaching the team, but it’s going to be just 
running the program itself and making 
decisions about calendars, schedules, and 
the direction of the program.” 
      Aside from gaining new responsi-
bilities and adapting his coaching style, 
Matorras will be trusted with continuing 
the excellence of the Gilman volleyball 
program. It is evident when looking at 
past seasons that the “volleyhounds” 
have had a continuous trend of successful 
seasons. When asked where he feels the 
program is headed, Matorras said, “I’m 
dreaming big, so I want the program to 
be the best program it can be. I guess the 
direction I would say [we’re headed] is 
up.” With this attitude, Coach Matorras’s 
ambition and optimism about next year 
will hopefully bring continued success to 
the program.

Matorras To Head Volleyball Program
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Although you may have 
noticed the installation of 
windows into the senior 
room after coming back 
from a long weekend, there 
are more changes that you 
may not have realized. 
Many students do not know 

the work that has gone into making the 
senior room a fun, inspiring, chill, and 
productive environment for the Class of 
2017. Over the summer, Lawson Menefee 
(17) and Matt Tomaselli (‘17) refurbished 
the senior room, and they spent much of 
their time and money painting elaborate 
communal art that brought a sense of 
brotherhood and school spirit to the 
senior room. Senior Class President 
Lawson said, “In order to make [the 
senior room] more Gilman-centric, we 
painted things like a greyhound with the 
Class of 2017  painted on it and a blue and 
gray scale Maryland flag as well.” 
    Apart from the windows, another 
change that was made was a fresh coat 
of paint on the walls of the senior room. 
Lawson Menefee remarks, “I was really 
disappointed to see that they painted 
over those things and I think it was a bit 
unnecessary.” 
     For Lawson and many other seniors, 
the changes to the room are indeed 
appropriate, but they question some 
of the other changes. Lawson recalled, 
“John Phillipou (‘17) bought a poster of 
Harambe, and when we came back, the 
poster was crumpled up and in a recy-
cling bin... it was sort of disrespectful.” 
One of the most popular activities in the 
senior room, foosball, has not returned 
despite access to the room being given 
back to seniors. Lawson noted that the 
foosball table showed the essence of the 

senior room and it was “something where 
all the seniors would come together and 
play foosball, bond, and get competitive.” 
Without the foosball table and the com-
munal art, the senior room will have a 
much different vibe than the somewhat 
tumultuous environment from years past. 
Lawson said, “It will be a much more 
relaxed environment...I think the door 
created a false sense of privacy where we 
felt like we were just hanging out with our 
friends, and the closed-door mentality 
as well led us to forget about the women 
faculty and students who come to Gilman. 
I would hope the windows create a more 
self-conscious environment and I think 
that it will certainly make us more moti-
vated to do so...to be more conducive to 
better behavior.” 
      Without a doubt, the senior room previ-
ously had an atmosphere that separated 
it from all other rooms at Gilman. Unlike 
the former senior room, every classroom 
and most of the other rooms have at least 
one pane of unobstructed glass. Mr. Rob 
Heubeck said, “The senior room incident 
that occurred in December really pushed 
us to a point where we needed to rethink 
of the use of that room and its structure.” 
Mr. Heubeck insists that the paint that 
now covers the Gilman-inspired art was 
done to give the room a “rebirth and fresh 
start,” mostly because the inner wall was 
in bad shape and had been talked about 
before December. After all that went into 
making changes to the senior room, Mr. 
Heubeck hopes that now that the senior 
room has returned for the class of 2017, 
the windows, as well as the other changes, 
will create a new and better environment 
for the current seniors and for the seniors 
to come.

Senior Aquarium
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HYDROPONICS, continued from page 1
lower school students, about hydropon-
ics and agriculture in general. Wiggin, 
Haire, and Mu aim to take advantage 
of the fact that “...in schools especially, 
[hydroponics] is a novel concept” and 
hope that they can “...have kids from 
different grade levels come in and learn 
about [hydroponics]... [ideally,] it will be 
a part of Gilman.” 
     The work of these three students 
will make “a lasting contribution to the 
Gilman community,” according to Mer-
ritt Wiggin. In a world that is becoming 

increasingly concerned with the source 
and sustainability of its food produc-
tion, it is more important than ever for 
the Gilman community to be informed 
about healthy food and how to produce 
it, as, like Wiggin mentioned in a short 
movie he created about the initiative, the 
future of cities depends on the ability to 
efficiently and rapidly produce food. This 
hydroponics initiative is the first step 
towards a knowledgeable, sustainable 
community at Gilman and in the greater 
Baltimore area.   
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