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I believe athletic assemblies in 
general have been having a few 
problems. So, either we should 
end them, or update them.

Gus Meny, Page 3
Meny’s Musings: Athletic Assem-
blies Overdue for Change

“
”

Mr. Bill Gamper, alternatively, 
invigorates his bump class with 
something that gets all high 
school students excited: food.

Charlie Mather, Page 5
Tasty Bump Periods

“
”

...the sophomore class has been 
diagnosed by teachers and par-
ents with a common 10th grade 
disease: class division. 

Will Rende, Page 3
Sophomore Class Division: Let 
it Be
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More Lenient Cell Phone Policy

Need Money? Try Asking!

 The purpose of cell phones 
has changed drastically 
throughout the years, start-
ing as a way to make tele-
phone calls and becom-
ing an all-purpose mobile 

device. As mobile devices have become 
more capable, society has become increas-
ingly reliant on the services that mobile 
devices offer in everyday life. Because of 
the outsized importance of the mobile 
phone, the Gilman administration has 
formulated a new cell phone policy that 
takes a large leap towards leniency.
 Gilman’s new policy on cell phone use 
designates specific areas throughout the 
school where using a phone is accept-
able at any time. These cell phone ‘safe 
zones’ are the library, the first-floor of 
the Lumen Center, and the second-floor 
common room. Other areas around 
campus will also permit cell phone use, 
but under certain time constraints, such 
as in classrooms, but not while class is in 
session, and in CT-20 before school and 
during lunchtime. The new guidelines 
come with certain overlying restrictions 
as well, two of which are cell phone use 
must always remain silent and photogra-
phy is strictly prohibited. 
 The Gilman Administration is expect-
ing these new privileges to be used within 
the boundaries of common sense, espe-

After following the normal 
traditions of tree sales and 
fundraising events for two 
years, the Sophomore class, 
headed by form chair Mr. 
Jason Sport and Class Pres-

ident Piper Bond, have decided to attempt 
a whole new way at raising money.  “Alter-
native Fundraising,” as it is called, entails 
simply asking students and parents for 
donations, which will be spent on class 
functions, most notably the prom.  The 
advantages of this include simplicity, 
efficiency, and effectiveness. 
 The main disadvantage of this tactic is 
the lack of class unity that it has fostered.  
The Class of 2018 has had some issues 
with class unity, and has been lectured 
on the subject by Mr. Sport and members 
of the Senior Class student council.  This 
new method will not directly help with 
this issue, which, some say, is one of the 
major purposes of class fundraising. To 
this, Mr. Sport says that, though it will 
not help directly with class unity, it may 
contribute to a class trip or the barbecue 
this April.  
 Criticism for this idea has been 
expressed by both students and parents.  
Connor Mitchell, Class Treasurer, claims 
that many of the negative emails sent by 
parents were due in large part to a lack 
of understanding, rather than actual 
complaints about the parameters of 
the idea, and that the reception among 

by Julian baron

by Jack Howard

cially considering that, according to Mr. 
Goldman, “[the] majority of judiciary 
cases [this year] have resulted from 
misuse of technology. There is concern [in 
the implementation of the new policy],” 
Mr. Goldman continued. This exempli-
fies the faith which the administration 
is showing in the student body to act 
responsibly when exercising these new-
found privileges.
 The Gilman administration called on 
a number of student leaders, with a focus 
on the junior class officers, to spearhead 
the composition of the new policy. Having 
only recently been organized and final-
ized, the creation of a new cell phone 
policy has been a topic of discussion for 
administrators since the end of last year. 
The administration’s view of cell phones 
in school has clearly shifted over the 
years, evident in the antiquated policy 
which remained in practice up to this 
point. “Cell phones have become like a 
device of choice in some cases,” said Mr. 
Goldman when asked about the admin-
istration’s reasoning behind supporting 
a new policy. He added, “Why not teach 
appropriate cell phone use rather than 
constant confiscation?”
 Gilman’s relaxation of rules restricting 
cell phone use is a clear representation of 
the school’s continued efforts to keep up 
with the standards of the modern day. 
Junior Lawson Menefee, a member of 

both parents and students was generally 
good. Negative feelings generally follow 
the same theme of this year’s drive not 
fostering class unity.  Other problems 
may include a socio-economic divide that 
this may draw and the seemingly endless 
amount of time between now and prom, 
the money’s main purpose.  
 One thing that is often mentioned 
among sophomores is the name.  Though 
“Alternative Fundraising” is the official 
name of the practice, and it is indeed an 
alternative to what most student councils 
do to raise funds, students have spoken 
dubiously of the “alternativeness” of this 
practice.
 Both Mr. Sport and Piper affirm that 
this program will not last indefinitely, but 
is instead a short-term solution to fund-
raising.  Connor said, “We are not trying 
to get rid of the idea of coming together 
and doing projects at all.” According to 
Piper, it is “just another way of doing it.”  
And no one can deny that it is an effec-
tive way of raising class funds.  As of 
the beginning of April, $1,253 has been 
donated.  This is a giant sum of money for 
a sophomore discretionary fund to gain 
in such a short amount of time, without 
having to spend any on overhead.  In fact, 
these donations make up a large fraction 
of the total fund for the Class of 2018. 
 Piper said it is “easy, quick, effective, 
and unique,” and few seem to disagree 
with him on any of these points, though 
it does raise questions about the purpose 
of student fundraising.

 The Original Addams Recreated
by alexander duH

On April 28, opening night 
for this year’s Spring Musi-
cal, the auditorium will 
be packed with families 
eagerly waiting to see The 
Addams Family, a comedy 

featuring the adventures of a rather 
ghoulish family. When asked about his 
choice to put on this particular musical, 
Mr. John Rowell, Director, and Upper 
School English teacher explained, “The 
Addams characters really are American 
icons, and I have loved those cartoons 
since I was a child.”   The story revolves 
around eighteen-year-old Wednesday 
Addams, who has fallen in love with 
Lucas Beineke, whose parents are con-
servative, decidedly un-Addams-like 
Midwesterners.  Wednesday persuades 
her family to host the Beinekes for dinner, 
during which comic pandemonium 
ensues, all while Wednesday and Lucas 
wonder how to announce that they’ve 
decided to get married. 
 Students from Gilman, Bryn Mawr 
School, Roland Park Country School, 
and the Baltimore School for the Arts 
come together to perform The Addams 
Family. There are a total of 33 actors in 
the play, over 25 students working behind 
the scenes, and 7 faculty members help-
ing to create the musical.   Grades from 
seventh through twelfth at Gilman were 
cast in the show.  This is the first year that 

Max Cortezi (‘19) and Thomas Langston 
(‘20) are acting in a Gilman Upper School 
production.  Mr. Rowell states that “It’s 
great to have underclassmen because the 
more experience they get, the better they 
become down the road.”
 So why should you see the musical? 
Emma Ubriaco (RPCS, ‘16), playing the 
crossbow-wielding Wednesday Addams, 
replies, “Because it will be spectacular. 
Everybody working on it is pouring their 
life into this show, and the effort will show 
on the stage.” Mickey Baroody (’17), one 
of the three student assistant directors 

the committee which crafted the new cell 
phone policy, went as far as to describe 
the administration as, “extraordinarily 
easy to work with,” during this proj-
ect. Furthermore, the administration’s 
willingness to listen to the suggestions 
of student leadership is refreshing for 
the whole student body and a reminder 
that the voice of the masses is still heard 
among those who have the final say. This 
process has been a true testament to the 
importance of class officers and just how 
influential we, the students, can be in the 
running of the school we attend.

Allowed

Not Allowed

-Library
-CT-20, before school and during lunch

-Lumen Center First Floor
-Classrooms, not during class time

-Senior Room
-Second Floor Common Room

-First Floor Common Room
-Assembly

-During class
-Hallways

-Study Hall
-Science Building

Responsible and silent Use

see “Addams Family”, page 4

Performances
Thursday, April 28 

8:00 pm

Friday, April 29 
8:00 pm

Saturday, April 30 
8:00 pm

Sunday, May 1 
2:00 pm

Buy Tickets at
gilman.tixato.com
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by william rende

Sophomore Class Division: Let It Be

The Class of 2018 has had 
a rough sophomore year. 
Five Judiciary meetings, 
one Honor Board meeting, 
and several grade-wide dis-

ciplinary meetings have all complicated 
what is already thought of as one of the 
most difficult years, both academically 
and socially, of high school. And now, 
as we progress into the 4th quarter, the 
sophomore class has been diagnosed by 
teachers and parents with a common 10th 
grade disease: class division. 
 It can be difficult, especially for mem-
bers of the class, to understand what class 
division really means, as most sopho-
mores would agree that they interact and 
have meaningful relationships with many 
other classmates outside of their friend 
groups. Cole Brown (‘18) explains, “I defi-
nitely find a way to fit in with other friend 
groups and get along with guys that I 
normally wouldn’t. Certain sports and 
certain classes allow me to forge friend-
ships that I normally wouldn’t go out of 
my way to obtain.” To many teachers and 
parents, however, the issue is larger than 
this. 
 Class President Piper Bond (‘18) 
described the problem by saying, “In our 
class particularly, there are groups of 
friends that may be a little more empha-
sized, or they don’t integrate as much as 
other classes.” It wasn’t until early fall, 
following several back to back judiciary 
meetings, that the community began to 

recognize the issue as one to be dealt 
with. In an effort to engage the concerns 
and discover a solution, the Sophomore 
Form Chairs organized a lunch in which 
members from each perceived friend 
group could have an open dialogue on 
the topic. While it may perhaps be less 
significant during underclassmen years, 
the effects of a divided grade can have an 
even greater impact on class spirit and 
behavior going into junior and senior 
year. 
 Although class cliques exist in every 

ing their own experiences and helping 
them through the perceived division 
issue. Unsurprisingly, students didn’t 
necessarily start sitting at other lunch 
tables or hanging out with different 
people immediately following this effort 
to unite the grade.
 The current 10th graders aren’t the 
first class to deal with this issue, and they 
certainly will not be the last. The reason 
second year high schoolers at Gilman will 
continue to deal with division lies in the 
atmosphere of sophomore year. Dr. John 

and Mr. Jason Sport, 10th grade form 
chair, seemed to be in agreement that 
external pressure from parents and 
faculty to fix the issue actually made the 
problem more serious. “Part of the real 
issue is that there is this perception that 
the class is divided, which is driven by 
parents and faculty,” explained Mr. Sport. 
Dr. Mo reinforced this notion, claiming 
that, “It becomes sort of a self fulfilling 
prophecy... When that reputation is out 
there, people live up to it a little bit.”
 With or without external interven-
tion, the sophomore class will soon be 
exposed to a set of circumstances that 
should allow the class to unify, and it is 
our job to take advantage of these oppor-
tunities. As the weather warms up and 
sophomores spend more free time outside 
as a class, there is no doubt that this will 
lead to more class unity. By junior year, 
when student interactions during free 
periods are not limited by study hall, 
and cars make it easier to socialize on 
the weekends, it will eventually seem 
meaningless that we spent so much time 
and stress over an issue that was destined 
to work itself out on its own. Even if the 
grade still struggles during Junior and 
Senior year despite these opportunities, 
then we should acknowledge that no 
one will be to blame but our class. If the 
grade chooses to be divided, then it will 
be divided regardless of how many bond-
ing activities are planned by parents and 
teachers. Hopefully, these reasons allow 
the community to see that the natural 
bonding of a high school grade should be 
left alone, as things will play out as they 
were meant to be. My advice to those 
dealing with future divided sophomore 
classes: stressing about this issue, as we 
have witnessed, will only make things 
worse, and it is best to let the natural 
course of class development take place. 

new mastHead for 
tHe news announced

interested in writing for The News?

”“...stressing about this issue, as we have witnessed, 
will only make things worse, and it is best to let 
the natural course of class development take place

Today I’m proud to announce the new editorial masthead that will 
take effect immediately. Jason Moscow and Matt Tomaselli will serve 
as Co-Editors-in-Chief; Aaron Slutkin, Will Rende, and Davis Booth as 
Managing Editors; Brian Nelson, Michael Johnson, and Conrad Cle-
mens as Desk Editors; while Nathan Hedgecock will be their Layout 
Editor, and Julian Baron their Photo Editor.  Each of these individuals 
brings different perspectives and hard work to the table, and I know 
they’ll do great things. -BPA

The News meets every even day during fifth period in the Upper 
School Publications Lab (CT-27).  All Gilman students are welcome to 
contribute to the paper.  Contributors are not expected to attend every 
meeting; most do not.  

For more details, or to receive notice of our next assignment meet-
ing, speak to juniors Matt Tomaselli or Jason Moscow, or visit www.
gilmannews.com/write

grade, it seems as though the nature of 
sophomore year gives way to more iso-
lated friend groups. Two years ago, the 
Class of 2016 was standing in the shoes 
of this year’s sophomore class. Failing 
students, judiciary meetings, and honor 
council meetings accompanied by class 
division earned them the notorious title 
of “Worst class in 50 years.” When the 
similarities between that class and this 
year’s 10th grade class became obvious, 
Seniors L.J. Shapiro and Chris Wolfe 
were asked to give advice to the current 
sophomores during form meeting, shar-

Mojzisek explains, “I think sophomore 
year lends itself more to friend groups 
and cliqueness because they’re not new 
anymore, but also because sophomores 
don’t have cars and don’t socialize the 
same way upperclassmen do. You also 
lose CT-20 so…’where do we go?,’ so you 
do congregate closer with your friends.” 
While the freshmen have CT-20, juniors 
have the second floor common room, and 
seniors have the Senior Room, the sopho-
mores are left without a designated area 
to congregate. This lack of a defined area 
for 10th graders to hang out as a whole 
class, along with the added stresses of 
academics and personal identity chal-
lenges, are part of the reason that class 
‘cliqueness’ reaches a height during 
Sophomore year.
 This still does not explain why this 
year’s 10th grade class struggled more 
than previous classes. Although the 
‘cliquey’ nature of the class certainly 
plays a part in the overall issue, Piper 
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by micHael JoHnson

Chalkboard Erased
Tractor Day, 

Cultural Appropriation, and Hypocrisy

Letter to the Editor

 On this past Tuesday, March 29, Bryn 
Mawr kicked off their Spirit Week cel-
ebrations with a theme called “Tractor 
Tuesday.” On this day, many students 
came dressed as farmers. I found this to 
be very hypocritical of Bryn Mawr and 
points to a double standard between 
schools.
 According to what I’ve heard, Bryn 
Mawr okayed this theme because farm-
ers are historically white (not true), and 
have never been ostracized, relocated, 
or discriminated against (not true). Fur-
thermore, Bryn Mawr students weren’t 
intending to insult farmers, but merely 
to dress as them, and so it was fine. This 
is after our dance theme was altered to 
make sure nobody dressed as Native 
Americans. What frustrates me about 
this is that not for one minute did anyone 
who planned on dressing as a Native 
American want to do it as an insult. I 
know that the decision to remove Native 
Americans was from the administration, 
but I can’t ignore the fact that the major-
ity of the approval from this decision 
resulted out of pressure from Bryn Mawr, 
even going to the point of rubbing it in our 
faces, by personal confrontation, various 
social media interactions, etc. 
 Another aspect of Tractor Tuesday that 
was frustrating to me was that they were 
able to dress as farmers, while we have 
been stripped of the decades-long tradi-
tion of dressing as farmers for the pep 

At school, having a voice 
is key, but in a school of 
roughly 450, some may 
not get a chance to speak. 
Recently, Junior Andrew 
Poverman spearheaded 

an effort to let the entire Gilman Upper 
School be heard by introducing a public 
chalkboard. Located outside the art 
room, the board posed weekly ques-
tions like, “what defines you at Gilman?” 
and “what at Gilman stresses you out?” 
Anyone could pick up a piece of chalk and 
write a response. As Andrew explained, 
“The goal was to paint the most accurate 
picture of the student body in terms of 
the question on the board...and all the 
answers would theoretically accumulate 
into an accurate depiction of the thought 
and mindset of the student body.” His 
hope was initially achieved as many stu-
dents flocked to the board utilizing it as 
an outlet of expression. Aayush Pokharel 
(‘18) commented, “I thought it was a really 
good way for students to communicate 
their thoughts, but it also allowed us to 
express our individuality.” Junior John 
Ball echoed this sentiment, “I was pleas-
antly surprised … there was much more 
participation in it than I expected.” 
 The chalkboard’s success was short-
lived. A student inscribed an expletive 
leading to the chalkboard’s demise. Mr. 
Boo Smith explained, “during the time it 
was up, there were too many inappropri-
ate posts, a number were … erased. The 
final straw was a vulgar comment.”
  “The primary cause was one word 
that was written in big letters,” Andrew 
revealed. He clarified, “I did not antici-
pate it. I did anticipate a mild disuse, but 
I really thought that it would work out for 

rally because apparently we generalize 
their stereotyped education level, and 
overlook their undoubted importance 
in the world. How can we be considered 
insulting to the point of destroying a clas-
sic Gilman tradition, while BMS students 
do the same thing and nothing happens?
 It is important to note that, on a per-
sonal level, I do not find either Tractor 
Tuesday or the old pep rally offensive. I 
wish we could still dress as farmers for 
the pep rally, and I encourage you all to 
keep pushing for it. I am just angered at 
how hypocritical Bryn Mawr is being. It 
seems to me that whatever we, Gilman 
students, do is immediately questioned 
and judged, while the same standard is 
not held across the street. I think this is 
because we are unwilling to truly speak 
our opinion on these types of things, 
because whatever we say is instantly 
attacked. This was the motivation to my 
first contribution to the Gilman News in 
my 13-year Gilman career.
 As I am about to leave Gilman, this is 
my last opportunity to really say some-
thing, especially something that no one 
else wants to say. I fully expect to be 
attacked frequently by Bryn Mawr and 
also parts of Gilman, but that’s alright, 
I only have to make it a couple more 
months. I just hope the rest of Gilman 
is more willing to speak up, even if they 
think it may not be “politically correct.” 

                        

the better.” Believing that common sense 
and integrity would override the admit-
ted possibility of mistreatment, Andrew 
trusted the Gilman community to do the 
right thing. The majority of those who 
wrote on the chalkboard did. In this way, 
the chalkboard was a success, but may 
have been doomed to be taken down. 
One student, one wildcard, one variable; a 
single remark brought down a promising 
idea. If 99 out of 100 students that wrote 
on the board used it correctly and one 
outlier did not and got it removed, then it 
still was 99% effective, but the 1% was all 
that was needed to precipitate the board’s 
removal by Mr. Smith.  
 Addressing the abuser directly,  
Andrew asserted, “There were a lot of 
people who used that board to say things 
that they didn’t feel safe saying any-
where else in their whole entire lives up 
until this board, and that was their one 
chance, and you kind of took that away 
from them.” The upside is that many 
did get to use the board to communicate 
their thoughts and worries before it was 
removed, and there is hope for the future 
of the chalkboard. “Hopefully, one day it 
will be brought back. We are not painting 
it over, so it is going to stay there. Hope-
fully, one day it will be used for something 
else or the same thing.” 
 The future of the chalkboard in many 
ways lies in the hands of the community, 
for they have proven they are willing to 
utilize the opportunity of expression. 
Any one member of the Gilman Upper 
school must not corrupt the board, and 
every student should ensure the board’s 
integrity. All hands would have to be on 
deck. We would have to come together as 
one Gilman. 

 Peter Kohler (’16)

by gus meny

Athletic Assemblies Overdue for 
Change

Meny’s Musings

Everyone saw the Winter 
Athletic Assembly. We had 
time to laugh, and for the 
teams mentioned in those 
speeches, to reminisce 
about the wonderful mem-

ories of the winter season. But at some 
moments, things got a little out of hand, 
and at other moments, things got rather 
boring. I believe athletic assemblies in 
general have been having a few problems. 
So, either we should end them, or update 
them. It’d be foolish to sever an integral 
connection between the school and its 
athletic program on a whim- students 
enjoy cheering on their friends, the good 
speeches given, and being recognized for 
their athletic accomplishments. Besides, 
the athletic assembly has been a long-
standing tradition at Gilman.  To get rid 
of it seems like blasphemy. So, in order to 
help make it better, we need to change it.
 Certainly, there are varying opinions 
about the assemblies. Tobias Niebur 
(‘16), when asked whether he enjoyed the 
assemblies, said, “not particularly,” but 
he seemed to appreciate that they were 
necessary to celebrate the achievements 
of others. He suggested, “I don’t think 
we should devote a full assembly to it.” 

Meanwhile, Connor Doak (‘17) had high 
praise, saying, “some of the speeches were 
pretty entertaining.” I personally enjoy 
the camaraderie of the assembly, but felt 
some of the speeches were ill-prepared.
 When being interviewed on athletic 
assemblies, Athletic Director Mr. Timo-
thy Holley said, “My favorite part [of the 
assembly] are the speeches the captains 
give,” describing his own time speak-
ing at athletic assemblies as “a personal 
hurdle I overcame as a student.” With 
that personal experience near to his 
heart, the importance of public speak-
ing was a common theme he brought up. 
He admitted that sometimes there were 
mess-ups, but said, “part of this whole 
idea of educating adolescents is that you 
should be prepared as an institution to 
support, correct, and help [students] 
learn how to be their best selves,” calling 
the mishaps “teachable moment[s]”. He 
also mentioned that captains have no 
speech advisor to help practice the speech 
with, unlike senior speeches, which tend 
to be longer. When I asked him what he’d 
add, he said, “With the goal of giving as 
many students an opportunity to publicly 
speak, I’d maybe add a shortened version 
of the varsity speech for the other squad 

teams. I think that sometimes there are 
nice stories about our fresh-soph and JV 
teams that would be nice to hear.” Finally, 
he highlighted that any changes would 
likely involve, “input from others- partic-
ularly from the students: athletic officers, 
captains, and the student government.”
 Sitting down with Mr. Holley for 10 
minutes, he had a way of highlighting 
the best parts of the assembly, and help-
ing me to understand why it’s important. 
With that in mind, I still think the assem-
bly might benefit from some changes, and 
I think it’s important that it does. There’s 
a lot to like: What student could dislike 
Wolfie Drake’s (‘16) beautiful, passionate 

speech about the indoor track program? 
Wolfie was animated the entire time, 
and clearly put heart into what he wrote. 
He spoke as if he were excited, and that 
excited me too. To help all the speakers 
get motivated, I think we ought to experi-
ment: give them speech advisors, ask 
multiple students to co-write/deliver the 
speech, encourage them to talk about a 
favorite moment from the season (maybe 
with accompanying video), or implement 
any other idea that might help. Changing 
the athletic assembly will bring everyone 
more enjoyment, and give it more vitality. 
What changes are made relies only on our 
creativity.
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USA to China: An Educational 
Exploration

What would you think if 
Mr. Rob Heubeck told you 
that your class was going 
to be split into two halves: 
one half would be taught by 

teachers from China, and the other would 
keep the same American teachers for a 
month? At the end, you would be tested 
to see which schooling system was more 
efficient. Efficiency would be based on a 
range of academic tests.  Last summer, I 
was asked by Chinese Radio International 
to comment on the television show “Are 
Our Kids Tough Enough?”  This program 
was created by the BBC, and it is about 
four Chinese teachers going to a pro-
gressive school in England to teach half 
of the 8th grade class for a month.  The 
show was based around a competition 
between the two schooling systems. At 
the end of the month, both groups would 
be tested, and the the more efficient 
schooling system would claim victory. 
Interestingly, the contrast in education 
portrayed in this show is something that 
I have experienced. 
 I have gone to an American prep 
school,  a progressive school, and a tradi-
tional Chinese boarding school.  In 2014, 
I took my second semester of 8th grade 
in a traditional boarding school in China.  
This school was in a small city unnamed 
on most maps of China, where my family 
and I were the first foreigners many locals 
had ever seen.  The differences between 
Gilman and the school in China are huge.  
In addition to how each day is conducted, 
the biggest differences between the two 
schools are the living and learning condi-
tions.  This school provided no electricity, 
heat, or air conditioning, and did not even 
have showers, as the kids would have to 
go to shower houses on the weekends.  
The first experience of every day took 
place at 5:30 A.M. when our dorm leader 
(a teacher) banged on our door with a 
wooden stick, cackling, “time to wake 
up boys!”  Most students used the 15 
minutes we had to get ready to instead 
get more sleep, and only when a song 
started blaring over the school’s alarm 
system signifying the start of the morn-
ing ritual, would they rush out of bed and 
run outside.  Standing at the door of the 
dorm rooms at 5:45, you could see 2,000 
students, from 6 to 14 years old, storm 
out of the doors, pushing and shoving in 

order not to be late for the morning run.  
This was enforced with the intention of 
waking us up in the morning, though the 
result was the opposite.  
 The first period started promptly at 
6:00 A.M.  We would have non-stop 
classes with only three breaks between 
them for breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
until the day would finally end at 9:30 
P.M.  Everyone would then crowd back 
into the dorm rooms, preparing to start 
the cycle again.  To our surprise, the stu-
dents actually seemed to appreciate their 
rigorous, extensive academic schedules.  
This is because the future life of Chinese 
kids is defined by the college they get 
into.  This is very different from the more 
relaxed but still rigorous Gilman we expe-
rience every day.  
 The contrast in academic rigor that I 
have experienced is magnified in the BBC 
program “Are Our Kids Tough Enough?”  
The purpose of the television show is not 
only to find out which  system is best, it 
is also a reality television show, demon-
strating the struggles of the four Chinese 
teachers in a British classroom environ-
ment, and portraying the aversion of Eng-
lish students to outer influences.  Chinese 
teachers are used to students who would 
sit in class and listen to the teacher on 
their own will, knowing that their futures 
are based upon their test scores.  This is 
not the case for western countries such 
as England and the US.  The students in 
England would often rebel against the 
teachers, something the four Chinese 
teachers had never seen before and never 
expected.  One kid even was kicked out of 
class for bringing in an electronic teapot 
and making cups of tea for classmates.  
The most surprising thing was, despite all 
of the struggles that the Chinese teachers 
went through, they still emerged victori-
ous at the end of the month.  The Chinese 
school system won: their students tested 
higher, proving that the Chinese style of 
teaching was more efficient.  
 Personally, I favor the more enjoyable 
Gilman style of education.  Though the 
Chinese schooling system produces stu-
dents more profieint at test-taking, and 
testing is a large part of both American 
and Chinese societies, I feel that this 
lessens the joy of learning and creates 
more stress.

by Jaz Quaranta

along with Mekhi Johnson (‘18) and Basil 
Apostolo (‘16), promises “four days of 
awesome, jaw-dropping performances.” 
Max Cortezi (‘19) proclaims, “It’s going 
to be unlike anything Gilman has ever 
done before.” The Addams Family is sure 
to resonate with Gilman students and 
parents alike. 
 The cast members laud multiple ele-
ments of this production.  John Ball 
(‘17) explained, “The Addams Family is 
a show about family, and what makes a 
family happy. The show has a crazy, dark, 
energetic spirit with absolutely killer 
music and a visual style like nothing that 
has ever been seen on the Gilman stage. 

It’s funny, it’s edgy, and it’s sure to keep 
you guessing!” Jeremy Booth (‘16) said, 
“Simply put, it’s hysterical.” Ben Levin-
son, playing one of the dead ancestors of 
the Addams Family, praised Ms. Shana 
O’Brien’s choreography, saying, “… our 
choreographer is a genius.” Mr. Rowell 
agreed. “She can get anyone to dance 
anything.”
 In conclusion, Mr. Rowell offers, 
“The story has such a universal appeal 
and relatability factor; even though 
the family in question is the ghoulish, 
strange, eccentric Addams Family, it’s all 
about family dynamics that everyone will 
recognize, especially dynamics between 
teenagers and parents.”

     After spring break, the administration an-
nounced a significant change in the school’s 
security policy for Upper School students and 
faculty. From April 4 on, when not using Car-
ey Hall’s front door, students, teachers, and 
parents alike must use a keypad to enter the 
building. According to Mr. Smyth, this policy 
was introduced to, “allow us, when we do lock-
downs, to lock down the building that much 
quicker...and to make the building more se-
cure on a regular basis without trying to make 
it impossible to get in.” This system has been 
in place for Lower and Middle school students 
for the past year.  The changes will certainly 
require a change in habit, but Mr. Smyth 
hopes the transition to a safer Gilman will go 
smoothly.

-Aaron Slutkin & Brian Nelson

ADDAMS, continued from page 1

by micHael JoHnson

The Ominous SAT: Why 
Underclassmen Should Chill Out

October 8, 2016 is roughly 
180 days away. For sopho-
mores, October 8 is the first 
date on which they can take 
the the SAT. The examina-
tion has been advertised as 

the “be-all and end-all” throughout the 
greater part of their academic careers 
by multiple media sources. For example, 
College Express discloses, “... these are 
tough tests and a respectable score can be 
a critical component of your college appli-
cation.” Having experienced a diluted 
draft of the test, the PSAT, sophomores 
understand that this is no average high 
school evaluation. 
 The SAT is important, demanding, and 
rather intimidating, but currently there 
is no need for underclassmen to fret. The 
focus should not be on the SAT; in fact, 
the Gilman College Counseling Office’s 
December Newsletter for sophomores 
explained, “for a 10th grader, there is 
no benefit to pursuing any SAT or test 
prep this year.” Mr. Ahlgren, head of col-
lege counseling at Gilman, echoed this 
sentiment, “I suppose, there are a few 
sophomores who, for some reason, take 
an SAT.  That score is almost always a 
disappointment to them, and provides no 
actual long-term benefit...In terms of cog-
nitive development and maturation, the 
winter of the 11th grade is the best time to 
start with standardized testing.” Instead, 
the newsletter continues, sophomores 
should be concentrating on schoolwork 
as “...more important is a student’s aca-
demic performance during high school.” 

Madii Lee, a writer for the SAT prepara-
tory group Magoosh, expresses a similar 
belief, “If you’re an underclassmen, and 
you’re reading this, then you have plenty 
of time to study for the SAT. Typically, it is 
recommended that you study for the SAT 
the summer before your junior year.” Lee 
goes on to explain that even if, hypotheti-
cally, an individual is unhappy with their 
performance on any preliminary SAT 
testing like the PSAT and wants to raise 
his  score by around 300 points, then the 
necessary preparation can be completed 
the summer before junior year. Preparing 
for the exam during the school year as a 
freshman or sophomore is unnecessary 
and for the most part only adds stress to 
the already rigorous and tiring Gilman 
Upper School experience. 
 Students at Gilman are privileged as 
many of the core classes do a great job in 
providing the groundwork on which to 
base their preparation for the examina-
tion. More importantly, one test grade 
does not dictate the scope of academic 
achievement. Gilman teaches us the 
importance of collaboration, community 
service, and personal development. Four 
years of high school seems to be ample 
time to mature, but by fixating on a single 
standardized test we may miss opportu-
nities to give back to the community and 
construct lasting bonds. Remember to 
live in the moment and stay calm, for, as 
the incomparable Dalai Lama explains, 
“Calm mind brings inner strength and 
self-confidence.”

new Keypad systeM expands
to all UppeR school bUildings

 It’s not often that Gilman receives a 
visit from a professional musician, and 
one with nine studio albums at that. Bill 
Sheffield is a nationally renowned folk 
and blues musician, who over the years 
has amassed a huge following in both the 
blues and American folk music commu-
nities. He manages to produce a unique 
and soulful sound, all the while blending 
together influences from his background. 
After seeing the Beatles on the Ed Sul-
livan Show in 1964, Mr. Sheffield started 
playing guitar, drawing inspiration from 
bluesmen such as John Mayall, Paul 
Butterfield, Muddy Waters, J.B. Lenoir, 
and the Chicago blues scene. In fact, he’s 

by asHer cordisH and aaron slutkin

Musician Bill Sheffield To Visit

opened for Muddy Waters before, and 
guitar legend Stevie Ray Vaughan even 
opened for Mr. Sheffield!
 Mr. Sheffield is a former student of 
Dr. Thornbery. Laughing, Doc recalls, “I 
taught him at East Atlanta High School in 
1969, and I was such an inspiration that 
after a year of school he dropped out and 
became professional musician! He’ll play 
all original songs. He  recently recorded 
five more at Sun Studio in Memphis,” 
joining such company as Elvis, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Johnny Cash, and Carl Perkins. 
Gilman will have the pleasure of hearing 
him perform live during a long assembly 
on April 18th.
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ThouGhTs?
The News values your opinion.  

letteRs to the editoR 
aRe encoURaged

send letteRs to thegilMannews@gMail.coM

The News reserves the right to edit letters for length and 
grammar.  Letters must be signed to be published.

by cHarlie matHer

Tasty Bump Periods

 “Bump” is the forty minute 
class all Gilman students 
endure most fourth peri-
ods. Sometimes filled with 
review sessions in math 

classes, games of Kahoot in Spanish, or 
documentaries in English, the shortened 
period can become dull and forget-
table. When fourth period rolls around 
every day, many students are mentally 
finished with school. Mr. Bill Gamper, 
alternatively, invigorates his bump class 
with something that gets all high school 
students excited: food.
 A US History bump period with Mr. 

Gamper consists of a discussion sur-
rounding the era which the class is study-
ing, but, with a twist: the class discusses 
the subject matter while connecting it 
to current events all while they eat food 
from the time period. Since the class 
recently studied the Gilded Age of the 
late 19th century, Mr. Gamper connected 
the rising standard of living and the wage 
gap today to that of the late 19th century. 
From there, the class discussed how 
the problems in the eyes of Democratic 
presidential candidate Bernie Sanders 
have been in our nation for over a hun-
dred years and how similar the eras can 
be.  Jon English (‘17),  a member of Mr. 
Gamper’s US History class, believes that 
while the food helps, the class is worth-
while because of the discussions: “The 
food is what makes them so fun, but I 
really like the fact that we take a break 
from studying history and instead apply 

what we have learned to current events.” 
This experience allows students to apply 
the class to modern day news stories, 
something that they would not ordinarily 
do.
 While taking a History of Art class at 
Yale, Mr. Gamper was introduced to this 
innovative style of teaching. While study-
ing Paul Revere Silverware, during a 
shortened discussion class, the professor 
took the class to the university art gallery. 
At the gallery, the class studied the Paul 
Revere silver and from the silver, drank 
wine which the professor had brought to 
to the class. Before coming to Gilman, Mr. 
Gamper tried to bring a similar experi-

ence to his students at other schools, 
but it never really fit. However, once he 
arrived at Gilman, the lightbulb went off: 
the fourth period bump class fit perfectly 
for this type of class. While it was not 
possible to have students drinking wine 
in class, he thought he could do the next 
best thing. “The next best thing was to 
serve food that had some sort of relation-
ship to the period that we were studying 
in history.” Mr. Gamper was excited to use 
this bump class in a unique way, “Rather 
than just continuing to do the same thing, 
I looked at it to do something different.”  
While it is tough for some departments 
to incorporate some of these aspects into 
their bump periods, it certainly could be a 
possibility for other History and English 
classes, due to the discussion based style 
of humanities classes at Gilman.
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Poll: School Vice President?
Jordan Yaffe, a junior, submitted a proposition to Mr. John Schmick, Dean of 

Student Life, and The Gilman News for the creation of a School Vice President. 
His argument for the creation of this position can be found at gilmannews.com/
schoolvp.  On March 29th, a poll was sent to the Freshman, Sophomore, and 
Junior classes.  We asked two questions, seen below.  To the right are the results. 
Note that the combined graph is weighted 3-2-1, just as the existing School Presi-
dential Elections.  For more details regarding 3-2-1, see Alex Bauman’s editorial 
on the topic in the June 2015 issue.  It can be found at gilmannews.com/2014

Should Gilman add a Student Body Vice President?
1) No; Gilman should NOT have a Student Body Vice President, (and therefore the 
Senior Class would keep its Secretary).
2) Yes; Gilman should add a School VP (thus deleting the position of Senior Class 
Secretary).

IF there were to be a Student Body VP, how should he be elected?
1) TICKET: Candidates for Student Body President should select a Student Body 
VP to run alongside them in the Presidential elections, (The U.S. Presidential 
System).
2) SECOND PLACE: The runner up in the Student Body President race will be-
come the VP, (Just like George Washington and John Adams).
3) SEPARATE ELECTION: A separate election will be held following the presi-
dential election.  Losing presidential candidates and any other rising senior would 
be eligible.

Yes

No

Separate Election

Second Place

Ticket

Yes

No

Separate Election

Second Place

Ticket

Key
Voting on the poll was open 

from 3/29 to 3/31.  A total of 77 
juniors, 47 sophomores, and 44 
freshmen filled out the poll that 

was delivered to their school 
emails.
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The Gilman Mock Trial team 
started off the season with a 
win against one of its more 
challenging opponents, Bryn 
Mawr School. After having 

the first two trials delayed and then 
cancelled due to poorly-timed snow, the 
team missed multiple early matches. This 
resulted in the Gilman defense being 
thrown directly into the fire against Bryn 
Mawr. Two members of the defense had 
never participated in a trial before, and 
had to quickly adjust to the new environ-
ment of the courtroom in order to secure 
a close win against Bryn Mawr. The team 
continued to beat every opponent it went 
up against and had great prospects for 
the championship. Its ultimate downfall 
was the Friends School of Baltimore 
team, which beat Gilman two times by 
only one point, including in the playoff 
elimination match.
 Most Gilman students do not know 
what exactly Mock Trial is, let alone that 
Gilman has a Mock Trial team. When 
asked for his opinion about Mock Trial, 
Chase Baker (‘19) responded, “What is 
that?” Mock Trial is an exciting blend of 
acting, debate, and improvisation. At the 
beginning of the season, the team is split 
into two sides. One side is the plaintiff and 
the other, the defense. On each of these 
two teams, there are three witnesses and 
three attorneys. The witnesses are tasked 
with acting out a role that can involve 
strong emotions, intense opinions, and 
complex backgrounds. The witnesses 
must be actors who can also give smart, 
quick responses to the opposing attorneys 
that do not weaken their own arguments. 
The attorneys train themselves in the 
court lingo and rules of the trial. Using 
their knowledge of court proceedings, 
the attorneys work together to weaken 
the arguments of the opponents. The 
attorneys are usually veteran members 
of the team that, through experience, 
have learned how to point out flaws in 
the opposing team’s arguments while 
protecting or hiding their own. The team 
is coached by court bailiff Dan Hudson 
and attorney John C. M. Angelos, both of 
whom have law experience and happily 
train the Gilman team to be as effective 
as possible when presenting a case. Since 
the group is relatively small, many mem-
bers must occasionally play both defense 
and prosecution (attorney and witness). 

The end goal of the witnesses and the 
attorneys is the same, and both groups 
choose their words carefully in order to 
show the judge their skills, familiarity 
with the trial, and argumentative prow-
ess. Each individual witness and attorney 
has their performance rated on a scale 
of 1 to 5 on a rubric that the judge of the 
trial possesses. Once both sides have 
had their three attorneys present their 
assigned witnesses, the judge uses his or 
her rubric to calculate the total amount 
of points each team has earned in order 
to determine the winner of the match.  
 The mock case being debated this 
year is Perez vs. Dempsey. It focuses on 
the daughter of Ms. Perez, who suffered 
a serious head injury during a lacrosse 
game following an undiagnosed minor 
concussion from the previous year. Her 
cumulative head injuries resulted in her 
becoming seriously mentally and physi-
cally disabled. Our team is tasked with 
arguing who is to blame and how justice 
can be properly enforced from both sides. 
 The entire competition is run in a 
tournament-style fashion with single 
elimination by the Citizenship Law-
Related Education Program (CLREP), 
with over one hundred schools compet-
ing throughout the state. Though the cir-
cuit in which Gilman competes is smaller 
than most, it is comprised of incredibly 
talented schools that provide a consider-
able challenge to Gilman. These schools 
include Friends, Curley, MERVO, Boys 
Latin, and Bryn Mawr. Throughout the 
year, the team will go up against roughly 
four opponents in the regular season, 
with the chance of having up to five more 
matches in the city and state playoffs. 
Teddy Radle (’17), the president of Mock 
Trial, says, “While it was disappointing 
not to advance further into the playoffs, 
I was really impressed by our team’s per-
formance and strong record, and I was 
pleasantly surprised by how quickly some 
of our newer members became strong 
contributors. Since we will not graduate 
any seniors, and we will do even more 
recruiting next year, I think that we will 
have a strong team with a good shot at the 
championship.” With the support of the 
Gilman student body and the addition of 
some new faces to the club, the Gilman 
Mock Trial team is bound to advance 
further in the tournament next year.   

Two and a half years ago, 
Breanna Sudano, a student 
at Perry Hall High School, 
collapsed from a heart 
attack while playing field 

hockey, but was resuscitated through 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). 
Her near-death and fortunate rescue 
inspired the Maryland legislature to pass 
a bill requiring all high school students 
to take a CPR course.  
 Beginning this year, Gilman freshmen 
will take a hands-only CPR course taught 
by Ms. Edie Meacham during Freshman 
Fifth.  Hands-only means that students 
do not learn mouth-to-mouth, but 
instead practice chest compressions on 
inflatable dummies. In addition to CPR, 
students will learn how to use Automatic 

Mock Trial Loses in Style

Stayin’ Alive

by daniel racHinsky

by natHan Hedgecock

Student Profile: Austin Hudson
 To represent your country 
on the national stage is a 
tremendous honor. Many 
athletes spend a lifetime 
trying to achieve this goal, yet 
our very own Austin Hudson 
‘17 already had this distinct 

privilege. He is repre-
senting England in the 
upcoming 2016 World 
Games as an attackman 
for the U-19 lacrosse 
team.  
 A u s t i n  c a me  to 
Gilman this year from 
the Westminster School 
in Atlanta. He is eligible 
to play for the England 
lacrosse team because 
he was born in London 
and lived there for six 
years, giving him dual 
citizenship in the U.S. 
and the U.K. He first 
got involved with the 
English lacrosse program when a coach 
in Atlanta put him and his brother Wil-
liam in contact with the program’s head 
coach, Tom Wenham. William, now a 
freshman goalie at Holy Cross, tried out 
for the national team, and although he 
didn’t make it, the experience allowed the 
two brothers to get into contact with Paul 
Coups, the coach of the U-19 team. “We 
called him up, sent him a highlight, and 
he said he liked what he saw and wanted 
us to come out,” said Austin. “We flew over 

in the summer, tried out, and he liked us 
and we were on the team”. 
 As a member of the team, Austin will be 
traveling to Coquitlam, British Columbia 
this summer to take part in the 2016 World 
Games taking place from July 7th to 16th. 
He will be competing against some of the 
top teams in the world, including Team 

USA and Team Canada. 
When asked how he 
felt about the possibil-
ity of going up against 
the U.S., Austin said 
that since lacrosse is 
much more established 
stateside, it would be 
“a David and Goliath 
kind of experience,” 
but regardless of the 
outcome, “getting to 
play with that caliber of 
players would be a great 
opportunity”. 
For now, Aust in is 
focused on representing 
Gilman on the lacrosse 

field. “Coming to Gilman at the MIAA level 
is a big step up from what I’m used to in 
Georgia,” said Austin. “I’m very excited to 
play this caliber of lacrosse, and the guys 
on the team have been very welcoming to 
me in terms of getting me settled down, 
and I’m looking forward to hopefully 
contributing a lot to the program and 
helping them to win a few games down 
the stretch”.
 Catch Austin on the field this spring 
and during the World Games this summer.

by aneesH sood

External Defibrillators (AEDs). AEDs 
are machines that detect the cardiac 
problems of someone and apply shocks 
to their heart to save them.  Each school 
is required to have at least one defibrilla-
tor, but, according to Ms. Meacham says, 
“Gilman has gone above and beyond in 
terms of [having] one per building.”  
 Students who want to take a more 
detailed course can take a CPR and first 
aid class from the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Although the state only requires 
students to take the hands-only CPR 
course once, Ms. Meacham believes that 
“It would probably be a good idea to do 
a refresher.” Ms. Meacham thinks that 
this policy “...is a great idea. It will be 
interesting to see over time, how many 
high school kids actually end up using 
it… The more people that know even the 
basics of it, the better.”

 On February 6 the Gilman Swim 
Team competed at McDonogh School 
for the MIAA swimming finals. The 
Gilman Swim Team broke two Gilman 
records. Max Verheyen (‘19), Andrew 
Blomquist (‘16), Patrick Byerly (‘16), and 
Tze Tan (‘16) broke the 200 medley relay 
by .23 seconds. Tze Tan also broke the 
100 breaststroke record by .86 seconds. 
The entire team was overjoyed, but 
having broken two records, Tze claimed, 
“[He] was twice as elated as the rest 
of the team.” Patrick Byerly stated, “It 
felt incredible... All the hard work and 
determination that we had throughout 
the season really just showed to all of 

us that it was worth our time.” A senior 
at Gilman, Andrew Blomquist will be 
swimming for West Point next year. Max 
Verheyen “plan[s] to swim in college, 
then [he] want[s] to be a coach after-
wards.” Tze mentioned, “[He] is very 
thankful to Mr. Brooks... He took time 
off his sabbatical to come and coach us.” 
On the future of the Swim Team, Coach 
Brooks says, “There are multiple middle 
school kids now who have the potential 
to be as (or more) talented as the guys 
who are leaving. I do believe that the 
future of Gilman swimming will be 
bright.”

swimming records set swimmingly
by natHan Hedgecock

The Record Setting Relay Team.  From left: Max Verheyen, Tze-E Tan, 
Andrew Blomquist, Patrick Byerly. Photo by Luke Wulff

photo by Luke Wulff    


