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Farewell, Coach Poggi

Football Recruiting Will Continue

Gilman’s McCarthy Room, 
tucked away in a corner of 
campus above the arena, 
hosts former Head Foot-
ball Coach Biff Poggi’s ’79 

weekly Bible Study. The consistently-
attended program serves as perhaps 
the most prominent example of Coach 
Poggi’s significant impact on Gilman. 
Coach Poggi did not simply teach foot-
ball players how to play on the field; he 
also influenced the lives and character of 
many members of the Gilman community 
at large, in many ways transcending the 
boundaries of the football team.
 Mr. Biff Poggi announced on January 
26th that he would be leaving Gilman 
and his head coaching position to pursue 
other endeavors.  As reported on our 
Twitter account, Coach Poggi has also 
announced that he will take a job at the 
University of Michigan as an Assistant 
Head Football Coach in charge of spe-
cial projects.  He will be joining his son 
Henry Poggi ’13 and eventually Stephen 
Spanellis ’16 in the Wolverines’ Football 
Program next fall. 
 To quote Headmaster Henry Smyth in 
his letter to the community following the 
decision, “capturing Coach Poggi’s influ-
ence on Gilman... is a tremendous task.”  
After speaking with a number of people 
who worked with Coach Poggi, it seems 
clear that his legacy is comprised of two 

Many Gilman students have 
heard the line, “Gilman 
r e c r u i t s  e x c e l l e n c e … 
All Gilman students are 
recruited.” The ambiguity 
of this language reflected 

a general aversion to discussion about 
recruiting by Gilman administrators. In 
turn, recruiting turned into a taboo word, 
one that was institutionally avoided. 
 The News was recently able to grasp 
a better definition of what recruit-
ment actually means at Gilman. In an 
interview, Headmaster Henry Smyth 
explained, “My definition of recruit-
ment is essentially any student who has 
been identified because of some special 
talent or interest who is brought to the 
admissions process.” The long-awaited 
specificity of Mr. Smyth’s definition is a 
pronounced departure from the oft-men-
tioned, if not official, Admissions mantra, 
“All Gilman students are recruited.”
 Mr. Smyth went on to clarify the dif-
ference between marketing and recruit-
ing. He explained that marketing is, “the 
school’s sort of broad-based efforts to 
tell the story of Gilman to the broader 
Baltimore area.” He considers marketing 
to be a much wider effort to illustrate an 
image of the school. Recruiting, on the 

by Matt toMaselli

by aaron slutkin

parts: a tangible impact on Gilman and 
perhaps more importantly, an intangible 
one. 
 The tangible impact is more easily 
expressed and understood thanks to 
numbers and statistics that point to the 
incredible success and development of the 
Gilman Football Program. Coach Poggi, 
after a nineteen-year tenure, stands as the 
winningest varsity football coach in Gil-
man’s history.  He accrued over 130 wins 
for Gilman football spanning from the fall 
of 1997 to this past fall. Perhaps Coach 
Poggi’s most famous slogan and overrid-
ing goal for each team he coached was to 

other hand, is a more targeted approach 
towards specific prospective applicants 
with talents in certain fields.
 To that note, Mr. Smyth believes that 
Gilman should, “reclaim the word for how 
it should be used,” saying that it probably 
has been used in some pejorative ways. 
Matter of factly stating that, “Yeah, we 
do recruit and there’s nothing wrong with 
it,” he hopes to remove the stigma that 
follows recruiting and recruits.  
 It makes sense for Mr. Smyth to want 
to remove the ignominy behind recruit-
ing, because he  expects the new coaching 
staff to actively recruit. Recently named 
Varsity Football Head Coach Tim Holley 
confirmed this, saying that that, “We [the 
Gilman Football Team] intend to go out 
and identify kids and families who we 
think are great Gilman kids.” 
 Gilman’s plans to continue recruiting 
for football raise a range of follow-up 
questions and concerns: Logistically, how 
will Athletic Director/Head Coach Holley 
be able to recruit in the same capacity 
that Coach Poggi did? Furthermore, to 
what extent will Gilman football recruit? 
Finally, how will the Gilman community 
react to this? Despite all of the questions 
that this revelation may raise, one thing 
is certain: Gilman Football recruiting will 
continue.

New Midterm Exam Schedule
by nathan shaw

Coming back from winter 
break, any mention of the 
word “exam” can be daunt-
ing to students as they 
approach the marathon 

of mid-terms just after MLK weekend. 
The current exam schedule, although 
long-lasting, needed a change. Gilman 
faculty members, along with teachers 
from RPCS and Bryn Mawr, discussed 
and researched the exam schedules at 
different schools around Baltimore in 
order to create a more efficient plan for 
the Tri-school mid-terms for next year.
 After two months of interviewing, 
researching, and polling, the commit-
tee of teachers reported back with their 
plan: “Math and Science exams will 
come before winter break and then after 
break, in the third week of January, the 
other departments, if they choose, could 
do some sort of evaluative opportunity,” 
according to Mr. Joseph Duncan, Chair 
of the Modern Language Department.
 Several benefits will also accompany 
the change in exam times. Mr. Duncan 
stated, “We would continue teaching and 
not lose that teaching time so we would 
not have that four-day examination 
period after MLK weekend. Rather the 
exams would likely be executed during 
one or two class periods that week.” 
Instead of reviewing for exams during 
the days following winter break, teachers 

could spend the time teaching substantive 
class material. For AP students that have 
their subject-matter tests in the spring, 
the extra class time is crucial in their 
preparation. Freshman Nichi Pandey 
said, “I am happy about the exam change 
because we will be able to spend more 
time in the classroom learning new mate-
rial rather than devoting a whole week to 
exams.”
 Mr. Matthew Baum, a member of the 
committee proposing this change, and 
History Department Chair commented 
that their purpose was, “to better reflect 
assessments students take in college, give 
real and authentic winter break, and give 
more class time.”
 Another benefit for students is the 
space between the exams which the new 
schedule provides. With the midterms 
spread out before and after break, stu-
dents will be able to prepare a lot more for 
the examinations. Junior Michael Cheng 
noted, “Students won’t be as stressed-out 
about the exams because they are not all 
in one week. Also, over winter break, we 
will have plenty of time to study for the 
remaining exams, which will allow me to 
enjoy break a little more.”
 The change will take place for mid-
terms next year; final exams, however, 
will remain the same. “I think for some 
the first year might be a shock to their 
system because final exams are still going 
to be final exams. They aren’t changing,” 
commented Duncan.

“win the league, and beat McDonogh.” 
It is safe to say Poggi’s teams fared quite 
well in achieving both components to 
this goal. Gilman captured thirteen 
MIAA A Conference championships out 
of the nineteen years Poggi coached, 
and perhaps more importantly to those 
involved, also won thirteen of their nine-
teen Gilman-McDonogh games. By the 
numbers, Coach Biff Poggi has indubita-
bly cemented his name in Gilman’s high 
school football history. 
 Beyond the abundance of accolades 
and trophies, Coach Poggi was an incred-
ibly impactful mentor to many of his play-
ers and colleagues. Coach Poggi touched 
the lives of many men that he coached, 
and a number of Gilman football alumni 
took to social media and other outlets 
to express their gratitude and praise for 
Coach Poggi. Cyrus Jones ’12, graduat-
ing Alabama cornerback and recent 
NCAA National Champion, commented 
in a Facebook post, “[Coach Poggi] was, 
and still is more than just a coach to me! 
He impacted my life in more ways than 
one...nothing but love and respect for the 
greatest coach I’ve ever had and an even 
better man!” 
 In an interview with senior News edi-
tors, Athletic Director and close friend 
of Coach Poggi, Mr. Timothy Holley ’77, 
reflected on Coach Poggi’s era at Gilman 
as “unprecedented.” Mr. Holley went on 
to call Coach Poggi the “most successful 
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AD Holley Named New Varsity 
Football Coach

Looking To the Future: Our Thoughts on Coach Poggi’s Departure

 With the departure of 
long-time football coach 
Biff Poggi ’79, Gilman was 
left with the daunting task 
of appointing a new head 

coach for the upcoming 2016 season. 
Luckily, they didn’t have to look too far 
for the man capable of filling the shoes 
left behind. On February 24th, Gilman 
announced that 19-year Athletic Director 
Tim Holley ’77 will be replacing Coach 
Poggi as permanent Head Varsity Foot-
ball Coach after briefly being named the 
interim coach. 
 For Coach Holley, the season has 
already begun. For the past several 
weeks, players who aren’t participating 
in other sports have already been using 
their free time to begin conditioning in 
preparation for camp in August. “We 
know that you’ve got to work at this year-
round,” says Coach Holley, “and that’s 
true for any high school sport.”
 He believes that more success will 
come with more preparation. Instead of 
using only the football season to improve, 
Coach Holley is making efforts to improve 
now, in order to, “be ready for August, and 
be ready for our schedule.” In the end, all 
of these efforts will hopefully allow them 
to reach their goal of winning the league 
and beating McDonogh.
 More importantly, however, Coach 
Holley’s goals for everyone on the team 
are to be their best selves. “I want us to 
play the game with all our mind, body, 
and spirit. I want us to comport ourselves 

 After the announcement of Coach 
Poggi’s departure from Gilman, we on 
The News staff spent countless hours dis-
cussing how to best cover his resignation. 
Through interviews with Mr. Smyth and 
Mr. Holley, along with countless off-the-
record conversations with other adminis-
trators and community members familiar 
with the matter, we came to realize that 
this is an emotional, complicated, and 
multi-faceted topic.  In this issue of The 
News, we aim to clarify as much as we 
can for the Gilman community. Through 
these articles, we hope to inform the 
conversations occurring in hallways and 
dining rooms across Baltimore. While 
the other articles regarding the football 
program and Coach Poggi’s departure 
aim to establish facts, this editorial offers 
our opinion on what Coach Poggi’s exit 
means for Gilman.  Let’s recognize that 
this change is an opportunity for Gilman 
to band together and truly embody Stu-
dent Body President L.J. Shapiro’s call 
for “One Gilman.” 
 Coach Poggi’s impact on his play-
ers and students cannot be overstated. 
For many, he served as one of the most 
positive influences on the Gilman staff.  
However, in building such a strong, tight-
knit program, a gap emerged between 
Carey Hall and the Edward W. Brown 
Field. Coach Poggi, whether or not he 
intended to be, was a polarizing figure 
in the school. This was clearly illustrated 
in a Facebook post on January 30th to a 
group entitled “Gilman Football Players 
and Alumni.” In the post, Coach Poggi 
stated, “some places do not value the 

by will rende
with honor and dignity. I want us to 
respect ourselves and the game. I want us 
to be good classmates and schoolmates. I 
want to build team unity and school unity 
that shows Gilman in its best light.”
 One problem that arises with appoint-
ing the Athletics Director as the Head 
Football coach is that it leaves Coach 
Holley with the difficult task of balanc-
ing both responsibilities. For this reason, 
Gilman has created a new position in the 
Athletics Department.  According to the 
Gilman website, the school is looking to 
hire an Assistant Director of Athletics 
for School Coordination. Responsibilities 
would include liaising with the Admis-
sions, College Counseling, and Marketing 
departments, as well as coaching, manag-
ing facilities use, and other tasks.
 Mr. Holley says this will help make 
sure everything runs smoothly around 
the office. “I’ve been wonderfully blessed 
in my nineteen years of being the Gilman 
Athletic Director to have a tremendous 
staff,” says Holley, “But probably with my 
coaching duties stretching me a little bit 
more, we could use some extra help.”
 Coach Holley also added, “I’m honored. 
It’s a privilege to take on this responsibil-
ity. I’m very very thankful to Coach Poggi 
and the former staff for all that they’ve 
done for these kids and continue to do for 
these kids.” He continued, “Gilman is in 
my blood. I’ve literally been walking these 
fields and these hallways for the last 45 
years of my life. So it means a great deal 
to me personally, and I’m honored to have 
the opportunity.”

things we value.” Apparently referencing 
Gilman, the language that Coach Poggi 
used encouraged an unnecessary “us 
against them mentality” between the 
football team and the school, which has 
gone on for far too long. 
 Despite the division that has existed 
between the football team and the rest 
of the school, this year’s team, arguably 
the most numerically successful team 
in Gilman history, also did a better job 
than any other in recent memory to act 
as a unifying force.  As Alex Bauman 
‘17 observed in an editorial printed in 
the December 2015 issue of The News, 
members of Team 118 (this year’s Football 
team) were more effective “at immersing 
themselves in the broader school commu-
nity” than other teams during the Poggi 
era. Now, it is our job as a school to run 
with this momentum.  
 Throughout our prior discussions in 
the Publications Lab, one fundamental 
question trumped all others: is this merely 
a coach leaving the school, or does it 
reflect a greater philosophical shift on the 
part of Gilman’s administration and the 
Board of Trustees?  To better understand 
this question and the situation as a whole, 
we requested interviews with Headmas-
ter Smyth, Coach Poggi, Mr. Holley, and 
a Vice President of the Board, Mr. Scott 
Sherman. In the end, we were only able 
to sit down with Headmaster Smyth and 
Mr. Holley; Coach Poggi declined our 
interview request (redirecting us to Mr. 
Holley), and Mr. Sherman directed us to 
Gilman’s Director of Marketing and Com-
munications, Ms. Brooke Blumberg. 

  In an interview with Headmaster 
Smyth, when asked whether Coach 
Poggi’s departure implicated a greater 
philosophical change, he explained, 
“What’s not changing is our commitment 
to athletics, our commitment to fielding 
competitive teams in the A conference, 
and trying to find guys from all walks of 
life to come to Gilman, including foot-
ball players.”  He added that with a new 
coach, there is no question that, “Varsity 
Football will have a different feel next 
year and in years to come than it has in 
the last almost two decades [that Mr. 
Poggi coached the team].”  Smyth said 
these changes would happen just as the 
program changed when “Mr. Bristow 
replaced Mr. Sotir, and when Coach 
Poggi replaced Mr. Bristow,” but he didn’t 
speculate on exactly what these changes 
would be.
 While we cannot say whether or not 
Coach Poggi’s departure ref lected an 
underlying philosophical shift on the part 
of the school, we do believe that given his 
exit, Gilman is now faced with an oppor-
tunity to change the school.  
 Whether we like it or not, a change 
is coming rapidly. Four Varsity football 
players have left the school since the 
news of Coach Poggi’s departure. Mr. 
Holley explained that although he hopes 
all student-athletes will stay at Gilman, 
he is “emotionally prepared for more to 
go.” He explained that these are personal 
decisions for every family to make. The 
immediate departure of multiple players 
speaks to an important aspect of Coach 
Poggi’s legacy: he played such a crucial 

role in the players’ lives that his leaving-
was enough for them to give up the other 
opportunities Gilman offers. 
 In addition, this trend of students 
leaving speaks to why football recruit-
ing, more so than any other vehicle 
that Gilman uses to recruit, has been 
so controversial: the football team, for 
some students and coaches, came before 
Gilman. This is nobody’s fault in particu-
lar; but it is a reality. 
 Truth be told, our football team will 
probably not find the same success that 
was achieved during Coach Poggi’s reign 
any time soon. He was a great coach with 
a plethora of resources and an incred-
ibly effective recruitment operation. The 
team may not finish 13th in the nation, 
but it could, however, use this unique 
opportunity to redefine its status in the 
community. The fact of the matter is that 
student attendance at football games, 
with the exception of the annual Gilman-
McDonogh game, has been low the last 
few years. This lack of support speaks to 
the rift between the football team and 
the broader community that has become 
prevalent during the Poggi era.  We, as a 
Gilman community, now have the power 
to determine whether this personnel 
change enhances our school or harms 
it. If the student body rallies around the 
football team, by both attending games 
and fostering an environment of inclusiv-
ity inside the walls of Carey Hall, we will 
be better off for it. 

-BPA, JPM & MGT
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by Gus Meny

Teacher Profile: Dr. Susan Santos

Teacher Profile: 
Ms. Barbara Rothstein

Earbuds - Are They Your Buddies?
Meny’s Musings

You’re sitting down in the 
middle of the 2nd f loor 
common room, watching 
a Youtube video. You’ve 
stealthily hidden your ear-
buds by sneaking them up 

your sleeves so no one can see the cord. 
And then, you’re caught! Okay, maybe 
that’s only me. Regardless, most students 
have had at least one experience in which 
they tried to use earbuds for listening to 
music or watching a video.
 What is the rule, exactly? The hand-
book states, “Cellular phones and per-
sonal listening devices [e.g. Earbuds] may 
not be used during the school day (arrival 
on campus to 3:35 pm) in any school 
building,” a fairly clear rule. It later states, 
“unless designated otherwise during the 
year,” so there are exceptions in which 
students may be allowed to use earbuds. 
The harder question is, what is the pur-
pose of this rule? Sometimes, it can be 
a frustrating rule, but one can imagine 
that it has a reasonable purpose: students 
always wearing earbuds will not engage 
in discussion, a hallmark of education. 
Additionally, we could be listening to 
or watching something vulgar. Further-
more, the reasoning goes, it’s not a hard 
rule to follow: we’re allowed to watch or 
listen to anything we want so long as it’s 
appropriate and doesn’t include cursing, 
violence, or sexual references.
 However, I’d argue that earbuds do 
not always make our school worse, and 
I think that the rule should be looser. 
We should be able to use our earbuds in 
more places around the school, because 
earbuds are useful to the educational life 
of a student. I offer a personal example: I 
am a big fan of John Oliver, who discusses 
social and political issues that our nation 
faces on his show, Last Week Tonight. 
Each week, Oliver outlines and grapples 
with an issue for fifteen to twenty min-

utes. He does so through comedy, and 
that comedy can at times be mature. But 
few would argue that Oliver’s show is any-
thing but professional- it’s well done and 
presents an in-depth look at the featured 
issue. Alongside Oliver’s show, many 
respectable shows have similar styles: 
SNL, Stephen Colbert, Jimmy Fallon, and 
plenty of others.
 The point is, education and concepts 
some may consider profane are not 
always mutually exclusive. Oftentimes, 
worthwhile educational shows will have 
mature themes that the Administration 
(and I) do not want our guests to hear. For 
example, comedians sometimes curse. 
This is where earbuds come in- they allow 
students to censor the content for others 
who might not want to hear it, but can 
still listen themselves. And this is not a 
unique issue for earbuds. I’ve read plenty 
of books that include cursing, sexual 
content, and violence far worse than John 
Oliver’s content. Take a look at half our 
curriculum to find offensive language, 
The Prince of Tides to discover a vivid 
sexual assault description, or even take a 
look at A Modest Proposal, which refer-
ences actual cannibalism, and you’ll find 
similar content. Gilman made me read 
all of the above during my high school 
career. Why, then, should the school have 
a blanket ban on earbuds, which could 
open up legitimate social and political 
discussions just as literature does? 
 The policy is logically reasonable, but 
in practice, it falls flat. I’ll be honest, 
I want to watch John Oliver at school 
before my time here is over. Perhaps 
allowing earbuds school-wide is not a 
good idea, but we could at least tone 
down the rule. There is risk involved with 
allowing earbuds at our school, but there’s 
also great reward. We ought to minimize 
the risk and maximize the reward by 
tailoring a well-thought out policy on 
earbuds, not placing a school-wide ban 
on them.

 The newest addition to the Gilman 
Modern Language Department is Dr. 
Susan Santos. After previ-
ously teaching at University 
of Richmond, Dr. Santos is 
excited to share her passion 
for Spanish with her stu-
dents. Dr. Santos will teach 
Spanish courses 3 and 4. 
 Dr. Santos was born in 
Italy and grew up in Spain. 
After 4 years in Barcelona 
and 7 years in Madrid, she 
moved to Northern Virginia. 
Dr. Santos earned her MA 
and Ph.D from the University 
of Virginia in Spanish Lit-
erature. She then returned to 
her alma mater, the University of Rich-
mond, as a visiting professor of Spanish 
and Spanish Literature. 
 Profesora Santos believes the experi-
ence of teaching college and high school is 
similar, yet high school students are defi-

  This semester, as Mr. Ian Brooks is on 
sabbatical leave to study sabermetrics, 
the quantitative analysis 
of baseball, the Gilman 
Community welcomes 
Mrs. Barbara Rothstein, 
who will be filling in for 
a portion of his classes. 
Coming to Gilman from 
Beth Tfiloh Dahan Com-
munity School in Pikes-
ville, Mrs. Rothstein will 
be teaching both Mr. 
Brooks’s and Dr. Kraft’s  
geometry classes, as well 
as taking on other teacher 
responsibilities around 
the school. 
 Mrs. Rothstein began 
her teaching career in Baltimore County 
schools, before taking time off to raise 
her children. She resumed teaching 
several years later at Beth Tfiloh. She 
gained experience teaching high school 
students there for 18 years before coming 
to Gilman. 

nitely more energetic in class. Teachers 
and students have been welcoming and 
helpful in her few weeks here at Gilman. 

 Dr. Santos says, “I have 
great passion for the 
country [Spain], for its 
food, for its people, and 
for its literature. I hope 
my students come away 
from my classes having 
fallen in love with the 
country.”
 After a lot of Modern 
Language Department 
turnover, Mr. Heubeck is 
confident “[Ms. Santos] 
will be an excellent addi-
tion to the Modern Lan-
guage faculty and, most 
importantly, challenge 

the boys in their language studies.” Her 
message for her students is “pay atten-
tion in class and study hard!” Gilman 
welcomes Dr. Santos to the community. 

by ben Murphy

by will rende

 The most challenging part about 
transitioning to a completely new school, 

says Mrs. Rothstein, 
is “getting used to the 
teacher I’m replacing 
and figuring out the 
culture of the school.” 
Mrs. Rothstein comes 
to Gilman with over 
forty years of experi-
ence teaching a variety 
of math courses, which 
she finds so enjoyable 
because, “it’s all about 
solving puzzles. I love 
the fact that you get a 
definitive answer every 
time. There’s not a lot 
of arguing about what’s 

right and what’s wrong. I find it very 
satisfying.”
 This semester, she is most excited 
about, “getting acclimated and doing 
what I love in a new environment.” We 
hope that Mrs. Rothstein enjoys her 
semester at Gilman.

Teacher Profile: Mr. Jack Flowers
 Mr. Jack Flowers is definitely used 
to the routine of coming to Gilman 
everyday and will once again become a 
familiar face in Carey Hall as he is fill-
ing in for Mr. Ian Brooks in the Math 
Department during his time on sab-
batical. After graduating from Gilman 
in 2011, he became the second Gilman 
student ever to attend Reed College in 
Portland, Oregon. He majored in Physics, 
and “loved everything 
about it.” Apparently, 
one year, he “literally 
got away with taking 
four physics classes 
one semester and four 
the next semester, and 
nothing else.” Now he 
is teaching Mr. Brooks’ 
AP Statistics class, and 
in doing so, learning 
how to be a teacher. 
 Mr. Flowers loved 
his time at Gilman. He 
was a three-season ath-
lete who participated 
in Track, Indoor Track, 
and Cross Country.  He 
referred to himself as, 
“the weird kid everyone was sort of into.” 
Mr. Alex DeWeese, a classmate of Mr. 
Flowers, said that, “he was always sort 
of in this fantasy or sci fi theme during 
holidays. It wasn’t necessarily Halloween, 
but during Class Day one year, we had 
a Star Wars theme. He dressed up as a 
Jedi and had a cape and a lightsaber and 
everything. He essentially fought off ten 
members of our class who were Sith Lords 
with red lightsabers, and it was really 
intense.” Mr. Flowers said he would, 
“dress up as various things for Halloween, 
and people would get really excited about 
it and vote for me.” His favorite classes 
were AP Physics with Dr. Salcedo, and 
anything taught by Dr. Kelly. 
 In the years he has been away from 
Gilman, a lot has changed. Apart from 
being surprised by how many new teach-
ers there are, Mr. Flowers believes that, 
“the Science and Math Departments are 
doing a better job of catering to those 
students who are into those things. The 

impression I get is, now students can 
easily take two math classes or two sci-
ence classes a year.”
 As a new statistics teacher, he was 
nervous coming into Mr. Brooks’ position. 
He has given a few lectures on physics, 
but he has never held a leading role in a 
classroom setting. He is definitely enjoy-
ing it. “There’s a learning curve, but each 
lecture feels better than the last one. It’s 

still going to probably 
be a few weeks before 
[he is] totally normal-
ized as a teacher.” Due 
to the fact that he has 
only recently gradu-
ated, he finds it pretty 
hilarious to be going 
from the student role 
to the teacher role. 
Although he didn’t take 
any statistics courses 
in high school or col-
lege, he did some data 
analysis in Physics, so 
he feels pretty comfort-
able teaching it. To Mr. 
Flowers, “the material 
really isn’t that com-

plex, so I fill in the gaps pretty easily.” He 
has a lot of fun teaching this course. 
 Because Mr. Flowers, “literally went 
to high school here for four years, went 
straight to college for four years, gradu-
ated from college last May, messed 
around for a few months, and just arrived 
at Gilman,” he has not had a lot of free 
time. In that limited amount of time he 
has spent off from school, he has been 
working on Bernie Sanders’ presidential 
campaign. On weekends and some week-
days, he phone banks. He said that if any 
student is interested in campaigning for 
Sanders, they could come talk to him.
 Unfortunately, he will only be teach-
ing here this semester. After Mr. Brooks 
returns from his sabbatical, Mr. Flowers 
“definitely won’t be returning next year.” 
He will “almost 100% be at a graduate 
program,” working towards his Ph.D in 
Material Science. Although he is only 
back for a short time, be sure to say hello 
if you see him around the halls! 

by Conrad CleMens
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After years of persistence, 
the Gilman Robotics Team 
qualified for their first State 
Championship Meet through 
a win at Bryn Mawr School 

in January. The young, enthusiastic team 
planned on gaining experience from the 
extremely competitive State meet and 
giving their best effort in the biggest 
Robotics competition in Gilman history. 
But on February 21, 2016, they pulled 
off a miracle. Seniors Luigi Mangione, 
Yixuan Pei, and Patrick Byerly led the 
small group of students to qualify for 
not only the State competition, but also 
for the Super-Regional competition in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania.
 The format of the event and the scor-
ing is very complicated, so the team has 
been eagerly building and programming 
since the beginning of the school year. 
Essentially, there are five round-robin 
matches in the first stage where teams 
are randomly assigned a partner in each 
round, and the combination of those two 
teams face off against two other teams 
and strategically earn points. There are 
various ways to earn these points in each 
round, including picking debris off the 
ground, rescuing plastic climbers, climb-
ing up the other team’s ramp, and reach-
ing the top of the ramp for an “all-clear”. 
Additionally, the most points are awarded 
if the robot completes a pull-up on the 
ramp. Gilman’s strategy at its events this 
year was to achieve the pull-up, which is 

The first week of College 
Football is in early Septem-
ber. This, however, is not 
the beginning of College 
Football. The season really 
starts  in March and April 

for the Power 5 conferences, those con-
sidered college sport’s most prominent, 
including the SEC, ACC, Big Ten, Big-12, 
and PAC-12 teams with Spring football. 
The NCAA allows for 15 practices during 
the spring session. This month or so of 
practice has motivated many high school 
seniors to graduate early in December in 
order to enroll in January. 
  By enrolling early, a student-athlete 
gives himself a chance to participate in 
spring practice, become acclimated with 
the juggling of school work and football, 
and get an early start on his classmates 
who won’t get to school until June. These 
few weeks can be extremely beneficial to 

a player’s career. 
 When Ellison Jordan ‘16 arrives at 
Penn State in June, he will be six months 
behind four of his teammates who began 
in January. Jordan, however, is glad he is 
taking the traditional route and finishing 
his high school career. He commented,  “I 
would rather enjoy my last few months 
as a high-schooler and with my family 
and friends, because once you are off to 
college, it’s a whole different world out 
there.” There are downsides to leaving 
high school early: missing graduation 
with one’s classmates, Senior Prom, and 
many other memories that one would 
otherwise have to cherish for the rest of  
his or her life.
 The process clearly is not for everyone. 
That said, it is particularly constructive to 
quarterbacks with respect to other posi-
tions. Since the position requires so much 
background of the scheme, playbook, and 
general culture of the team, the extra six 
months give a quarterback vying for a 

what they based the model of their robot 
on. At the end of the five rounds, the 
four teams with the most points are in 
the second stage by default, and each of 
the top four teams must select two other 
teams to work together with. Of the forty-
eight teams, twelve advance to the second 
stage, and an alliance of three are hailed 
victorious. 
 The Gilman Robotics team arrived 
at Georgetown Prep for the State cham-
pionships along with forty-seven other 
teams, eight of which would qualify for 
the Super-Regional meet. Gilman’s robot, 
the “Hound Bot”, started hot and gained 
interest of top-tier teams looking for an 
alliance partner in the later stage. Despite 
a few technical malfunctions, the Hound 
Bot was selected for the second stage, 
and Gilman found themselves part-
nered with a very strong team. In many 
extremely close matchups, Gilman’s 
alliance advanced through the quarter-
finals, semi-finals, and were eager to 
play in the finals to make even more 
Gilman history. They ended up losing 
the match, but since other teams were 
out of state and had previously qualified 
for the Super Regionals meet, Gilman 
miraculously qualified for the meet with 
the eighth and final spot.
 There is only a single competition after 
the Super Regional Meet in Scranton: The 
World Championships. Can this magical 
team create another miracle? Wait to see 
on March 18-20 as they prepare for the 
competition of their lives.

Gilman Robotics Team’s First Victory

Early Semester Football Graduation

by eriC Gibson

by Charlie Mather

On January 5th, Dean Boo 
Smith announced that 
“Due to recent abuses in 
the use of class email lists 

and the potential for further problems, 
no student is permitted to use the class 
email lists.”  Mr. Smith explains,  “there 
were many instances in which students 
sent out inappropriate emails. Likewise, 
students frequently used ‘reply-to-all’ in 
a manner that was also inappropriate.” 
Mr. Smith indicated that this student-
wide ban on usage of the class emails was 
not sudden, stating, “They were warned 
multiple times about not using the emails 
irresponsibly.”   Mr. Smith described the 
new system in which “the policy is that 
if a student wants to use the all-class 
emails, they will send an email to me, 
I will approve it, and I will send it out.”
  Student Council President L.J. Shapiro 
‘16 sees positives and negatives to the new 
policy.  “I like that it’s being monitored 
more. I like how there’s specific protocol. 
At the same time, I wish that I and other 
leaders of each grade could have access 
to it and be a part of it so that it wouldn’t 
be completely taken away from us.”  
 Gus Meny ’16 voiced concerns about 
the new policy. “I often send out mass 
emails for Debate, Coffee House, and 
Model UN. It makes it harder for me to 
send those emails out. I still can send 
them, but I need to have Mr. Smith or 
someone else to send them.”
 However, both students understand 
the reasons behind the new policy, with 
Shapiro stating that “It was being over-
used as a form of communication,” and 
Meny saying that he realizes the system 
is “in place to stop inappropriate mass 
emails.”
 Mr. Smith believes the new policy is 
reasonable. “It stops the potential abuse, 
keeping students out of trouble. It’s not 
that drastic a measure in that students 
may still use the all-school email if they 
first go through me.”  He sees no problems 
with the new policy, mentioning, “Every 
person so far who has sent an email to me 
through this system has sent an appropri-
ate one, and it has been put out.” 
 On the other hand, Junior Class Vice 

President John Ball ’17 has additional 
concerns.  He stated, “It does make a 
difference to the students. When you see 
an email that’s sent from the student, it 
creates a sort of more personal dialogue. 
When you receive it from Mr. Smith, it 
sort of invalidates the message in a way.”  
Ball also noted, “I don’t like the amount of 
distrust it shows. It shows a distinct lack 
of faith in the Gilman students. It makes 
it a lot harder to communicate with the 
student body on short notice, but that’s 
not a problem so much as the show of lack 
of faith.” 
 When Mr. Smith was asked about 
the trust issue, he replied, “As far as not 
trusting the student body, you’ve got 470 
boys between the ages of 14 and 18. That 
speaks for itself.”
 Gilman students have several sugges-
tions regarding the policy. Shapiro pro-
poses “Allowing at least the main grade 
leaders access to the emails, or finding a 
different or new way to get in touch with 
the entire student body without disrupt-
ing the deans.” 
 Mr. Smith does not view this as a 
solution to the problem: “class leaders 
are not totally exempt from making poor 
adolescent decisions.” He  stands by his 
current policy, stating that “It is more 
effective to stop the problem before it 
happens rather than punish people after 
it happens, because in the latter case the 
damage has already been done.”
 Meny simply suggests “dropping the 
policy altogether. We did have one misuse 
of the mass emails and, admittedly, sev-
eral pointless uses of it, but for the most 
part we managed to self-police pretty 
well, and I don’t think anyone’s going 
to make any similar mistakes anytime 
soon.”  Meny has a system in mind if no 
other consensus can be reached. “If worse 
comes to worst, then I would suggest 
a process where you apply to use mass 
emails. That way, you would only have to 
get permission one time instead of every 
time.”
 Mr. Smith says, “I don’t see us com-
pletely opening up the class emails to the 
entire student body. However, nothing is 
forever, and we are always reevaluating 
our student handbook.”

Class Mass Email Policy
by alex duh

coach in school history,” not only from 
a numerical standpoint but in “touch-
ing lives” and “his impact on the com-
munity.”  According to former student 
Kasim Hill ’17, Coach Poggi “meant way 
more to [his players] than a football 
coach. Looking back on it, the messages 
he preached taught way more about life 
than about playing football.” 
 He additionally welcomed kids of 
any ability to participate in the program 
and ensured they would be made to feel 
that they belonged. Coach Poggi holds 
a special place in the hearts of so many 
of his players, both the superstars and 
those who rarely got time on the field. 
 Coach Biff Poggi’s legacy at Gilman 
is one that shall continue to reso-
nate through the countless players he 
impacted.  

starting position a chance to compete 
with those older players already on 
campus. If the chance of starting is not 
on the table, as former Gilman quarter-
back Kasim Hill ’17 says, “It’s not that big 
of a deal because you can still learn the 
playbook as you sit behind the returning 
starter.”
 While it is not a decision that dictates 
a player’s future, Gilman does not give 
its student-athletes the opportunity. 
This is influenced by its course require-
ments for Seniors:  according to the 
Gilman Handbook, “Seniors must take 
five courses that meet in the first three 
periods each semester.”
 The practice has spread every year 
and now almost every Power Five Con-
ference school has at least one player 
enrolling early. However, it has yet to 
cause any clashes between any Gilman 
students and the administration. 

POGGI, from page 1
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