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“
”

A dialogue including students 
and administration on what the 
school should do to keep it a safe 
and nurturing environment for 
everyone is necessary.

Sam Bloomberg, Page 3
Gun Talk

“
”

Car Seat Headrest is an incred-
ibly strange, deep, and fun band. 
Once I discovered them, they 
were all I listened to for weeks, 
and I still feel as if I have much 
more to learn about this extraor-
dinary group.

Neddy Wight Page 3
Music Radar: Car Seat Headrest

“
”

If the students within Gilman 
have such little trouble upholding 
these essentials for a high moral 
character, then why do honor and 
integrity appear to be nonexistent 
at times within the Gilman com-
munity? 

Morgan Zinn, Page 2
Honor at Gilman

InsIde ThIs Issue

The GIlman news Is a sTudenT run 
newspaper. all opInIons hereIn 

conTaIned are noT necessarIly Those of 
The GIlman admInIsTraTIon

Pumpkins!

On Thursday, May 3rd, stu-
dents from Gilman, Roland 
Park Country School, Bryn 
Mawr, McDonogh, and the 
Baltimore School for the 
Arts (BSA) will 

premier Gilman’s Spring Musi-
cal, Barnum. 
	 Inspiring	the	hit	2017	film,	
“The Greatest Showman”, 
Barnum tells the life story of 
Phineas Taylor (P. T.) Barnum, 
the founder of the Barnum 
and Bailey Circus. The musi-
cal showcases several key 
moments in P. T. Barnum’s life. 
The story begins with Barnum 
demonstrating his attractions 
and performers while his wife, 
Charity, worries for his well-
being as a circus manager. 
Throughout the musical, P. 
T. Barnum pursues his clever 
and wild ideas with varying 
results, such as constructing a 
museum to house his exhibits, 
acquiring a massive elephant 
named Jumbo, and traveling 
with a musician.
 Mr. John Rowell, the direc-
tor of the production, explained, “It’s a 
biographical	musical...	And	a	different	
kind of narrative… all told through a 
circus metaphor.” This means that in 
addition to telling the true story of P. T. 
Barnum’s life, Barnum also uses circus 
metaphors to portray events. The cast 

When you look outside  
Carey Hall onto the Gilman 
art quad, located along the 
brick path near the Lumen 
Center, you may notice 
some new additions. As of 

April 10th, new sculptures have arrived 
on campus. The three new silver and 
bronze pumpkins on display in the art 
quad were donated to Gilman by Eric 
Becker (’80) and Douglas L. Becker (’84) 
in honor of their grandparents Rose and 
Lou Becker. Mr. Karl Connolly described 
the new artwork as, “Three castings 
of 700 pound pumpkins made by 
artist and sculptor John Rupert.” Mr. 
Rupert, the sculptor, is a long time 
Baltimore Artist and Current Chair 
of the Graduate Sculpture Program 
at the University of Maryland. The 
pumpkins themselves were made by 
him between 1995 and 2003, and were 
“intended to have both a playfulness 
as well as a monumentality to them” 
Mr. Connolly explained. 
 This is not the only sculpture that 
was considered when deciding what to 
ultimately put in the sculpture garden.  
According to Mr. Connolly, “Gilman 
has been looking for something like 
this for about 8 or 9 years” and that 
artwork	by	about	10	different	artists	
was considered. Mr. Connolly also 

explained, “The donor ultimately ended 
up gravitating towards these sculptures 
because they felt that they were both 
playful and accessible for an institution 
like Gilman, and they were not something 
that was overly pedantic.”
 Moving forward, these will not be the 
only pieces of artwork you will see in The 
Becker Family Sculpture Garden. The 
pumpkins	are	only	the	first	of	many	dif-
ferent sculptures that will be on display.
The plan for the Gilman art quad is to use 
that space to mix professional as well as 
student work. In the coming weeks, we 

by Zach Oddo

The Greatest Show on Earth
by Max Sternlicht

translates into his attitude and emotions.”
Ellie Citron, a senior from Bryn Mawr, 
plays Charity Barnum, the wife of P. T. 
Barnum and his most avid supporter. 
Ellie stated, “The music -- it’s gorgeous 

and fun to listen to. But also, there’s an 
element of spectacle about the show. 
I think people will love the tightrope, 
the juggling, the plate spinning, and 
the	dancing....there’s	a	lot	of	fun	stuff	to	
watch, as we are set in a circus!”.
 Additional leads in the musical include 

Maddie Hough, a senior from BSA, as 
the renowned opera singer, Jenny Lind, 
Max Cortezi (‘19) as the Ringmaster, and 
Thomas Langston (‘20) as the famous 
circus performer, General Tom Thumb.

 Mr. Rowell described his 
love for P. T. Barnum, saying, 
“He invented advertising, he 
basically invented show busi-
ness, he invented the three-
ring circus: things which we 
sort of take for granted in 
entertainment and American 
culture.”
 One d i s t i ng u i sh i ng 
aspect of Barnum is that the 
performers will use more than 
just the stage to tell their sto-
ries. Performers will utilize the 
aisles between the seats and 
even space outside of the the-
ater. In addition, Barnum will 
be	the	first	Gilman	musical	to	
feature lower school students, 
who play young versions of P. 
T. Barnum and Tom Thumb.
 Mr. Rowell promised 
that Barnum will feature heav-
ily choreographed musical 
numbers, a talented cast, and 
a beautifully-designed set.  

 Barnum will be showing in the Alumni 
Auditorium from Thursday, May 3rd to 
Saturday, May 5th at 8:00 p.m. and then 
again on Sunday, May 6th at 2:00 p.m.
Purchase tickets on the Gilman web site 
at	https://www.gilman.edu/boxoffice

has learned a variety of spectacular circus 
tricks such as tightrope walking and plate 
balancing which will keep the audience 
on the edge their seats.
 Luke Sabracos (‘19) who is starring in 

the musical as P. T. Barnum, described his 
character as, “...a crazy guy [who] always 
[has] a plan and a mission. He never 
stops working because he loves his work. 
He sees the world from a brighter point 
of view and likes to pick out the vibrant 
colors	that	life	has	to	offer,	which	really	

will be seeing the work of our own student 
sculptors. The student work will rotate 
and change every year, however Mr. Con-
nolly explained that the pumpkins have 
been donated permanently. 
 Recently, even more sculptures have 
been added. Sophomores Casey Doyle, 
Wallace Halpert, Pearson Harrington, 
Jordan Bonardi, Billy Spillman, and Pat-
rick Atwood have put their own creations 
in the garden. These contributions came 
from the Sophomore Sculpture elective 
that is taught by Mr. Michael Chamber-
lain. Casey Doyle explained, “It’s awe-

some to see something that Billy and 
I have worked on for over a quarter 
come to fruition as a complete sculp-
ture featured on Gilman’s campus.” 
 The Gilman arts as a whole have 
ushered in a new era; whether it be 
with the physical art or the musical 
arts, the Gilman community can look 
forward to more things such as this to 
enhance Gilman’s campus and show-
case students’ talents that may not 
otherwise be noticed. With displays 
such as the Art Show, The Becker 
Family Sculpture Garden, Barnum, 
and various musical performances, the 
end of the spring semester at Gilman 
will be full of student art. Whether it 
be on the stage, in the studio, or in the 
workshop, the artists of Gilman will be 
on display for everyone to see. 

Photo taken by Max Sternlicht
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Everyone within the Gilman 
c om mu n it y  shou ld  be 
acquainted with the five 
pillars of character which 

the institution attempts to instill in its 
students, teachers, and coaches alike: 
Excellence, Humility, Respect, Integrity 
and Honor. As shown on sixteen banners 
in the Arena, showcasing 170 champion-
ship seasons, and numerous admissions 
to the top universities around the world, 
our students, teachers, and coaches have 
no problem achieving excellence. At the 
same time, we, as a community, seem not 
to gloat excessively, remaining humble 
throughout any contests, competitions, 
or other endeavors. Infrequent expulsions 
and suspensions coupled with hours upon 
hours of community service completed 
by every student underscore the respect 
the Gilman community has for the 
people both within and beyond it. If the 
students within Gilman have such little 
trouble upholding these essentials for a 
high moral character, then why do honor 
and integrity appear to be nonexistent 
at times within the Gilman community? 
After all, on the “Mission and Values” 
section of its website, Gilman claims that 
honor and integrity have “served as the 
foundation for the Gilman community” 
since 1897 and that “honor is the most 
important quality in a person’s character.”
 The problem of cheating and the lack 
of respect for honor and integrity perme-

ates the Gilman community, and students 
are aware of it. In a recent poll, 89.4% of 
student respondents claimed that they 
were aware of people cheating at Gilman. 
Additionally, students were asked to rate 
the prevalence of cheating on a scale 
of 1 to 10, yielding an average of 5.47 
out of 10. The severity of the problem, 
however, more clearly reveals itself in 
the responses of the upperclassmen, as 
the average prevalence rating rises with 
each year: 5.15 for freshmen, 5.44 for 
sophomores, 5.54 for juniors, and 6.06 
for seniors. The teachers echoed this 
sentiment as well, responding with an 
average prevalence rating of 5.55.
	 Specifically,	 one	anonymous	 teacher	
responded that “cheating on [homework] 
by sharing answers, word for word, hap-
pens every year.” Other instances may 
include a student looking up answers 
on an online test, a threat which has 
prompted Dr. Christopher Ciarleglio to 
mount a camera at the back of the class 
not only during class time but also for 
each test and even the midterm exam. 
According to one anonymous student, 
“people [use] group chats on laptops” for 
other	 online	 tests	 or	 quizzes,	 offering	
a direct line of communication among 
students. This happens too often, for, 
according to one student respondent, 
“Everyone cheats. It’s a fact.” But why?
 The environment at Gilman and at 
many students’ households creates an 
intense pressure to succeed for all those 
enrolled. The threat of low grades engen-

by Morgan Zinn ders a fear of punishment at home that 
may compel a high-achieving student to 
betray their honor and reputation. This 
looming risk of failure exponentially 
increases with the seemingly overwhelm-
ing workload and swamped schedule of 
a Gilman student. In fact, according to 
“Ethical Collaboration,” an essay pub-
lished by the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education, the number one cause 
of cheating is the pressure to achieve. 
This type of constant stress has allowed 
cheating to become socially acceptable, 
even encouraged in some circles within 
the community.  My simple poll even 
prompted one student to respond, “hey 
morgan	f***	off	(sic).”	The	fact	that	a	mere	
poll can elicit such a response reveals 
the guarded culture of cheating thriving 
within some cliques. If cheating is such 
a common aspect of the culture here at 
Gilman, then how can we, as a commu-
nity, remedy this problem?
 First, the Honor Council and Admin-
istration need to clarify what cheating 
actually is and what constitutes an honor 
offense.	Then,	we	need	solutions.	While	
short-term solutions may seem appealing 
due to the ease with which they can be 
implemented, they do not actually pro-
mote respect for honor within Gilman. 
Harsher punishments for cheating may 
curb its frequency, but a student’s dis-
respect for honor will ultimately remain 
unchallenged. The true solution to this 
predicament can be found in longer-
term strategies. For instance, Mr. Cody 

Honor At Gilman

Miles believes that to alleviate the ubiq-
uity of cheating, the school must “foster 
environments where learning is an indi-
vidual process in a collaborative space.” 
Essentially, this means that a student is 
responsible for his own learning but can 
learn in an environment that encour-
ages collaboration, in which “students 
[would not] feel compelled to cheat in 
order to achieve.” Certainly, this is an apt 
strategy for combating such a pervasive 
issue as cheating, but the onus of actively 
learning and not cheating ultimately falls 
upon the students themselves. The issue 
of	honor,	however,	 slightly	differs	 from	
the issue of cheating, thus requiring 
different	 solutions.	Mr.	Kevin	Hudson,	
the Faculty Chair of the Honor Council, 
explains that developing a sense of honor 
and accountability must begin “from the 
early stages of the education process at 
Gilman.” Not only must it start early on 
at Gilman but, according to Mr. Hudson, 
“concepts of honor start in the home,” 
placing the responsibility of instilling 
this sense of honor in our young men on 
parents as well as Gilman. Mitigating the 
crisis of cheating is a very complicated 
process that requires a change in both the 
rearing of our students and the culture 
of the Gilman classroom. Ultimately, a 
Gilman with more honor and less cheat-
ing is a better Gilman. This Gilman would 
develop more productive men of higher 
moral character who can positively con-
tribute to the communities around them.   

Online Testing

A new phenomenon has 
taken Gilman by storm. 
With the increased usage of 
Moodle and Canvas around 
the school, many teachers 
are experimenting with 

online testing and quizzing. Moving 
away from the old tradition of pencil and 
paper, teachers now allow students to 
take assessments on their laptops. Some 
teachers even allow students to take these 
assessments outside of the classroom, not 
wasting valuable time for learning on a 
test or a quiz. 
 Many students have begun to enjoy 
this new testing experience. Introduced 
to it last year by Chemistry teacher Mr. 
Cody Miles, Frank McGurkin (‘19) is now 
an outspoken advocate for these online 
experiences stating, “The online tests in 
my Chemistry class were a great experi-
ence. Not only did it allow me to take 
these assessments on my own time and 
schedule, it also took much of the pres-
sure away from these assessments that I 
usually feel when I take them in class.” 
In addition to taking pressure away and 
allowing students to take tests on their 
own schedule, it creates an environment 
in the classroom that fosters learning, 
as opposed to having whole periods 
dedicated to long in-class assessments. 
McGurkin further elaborated on this 
point, saying, “I really felt I got to learn a 
lot during my Chemistry class. Instead of 
taking the tests in class, the outside quiz-
zes allowed our class to move through 
material very quickly and have hands-on 

experience, such as more labs and experi-
ments.	This	was	a	very	beneficial	part	of	
our online testing experience.” 
 Although online tests have many 
noticeable	benefits,	there	are	a	few	nega-
tive aspects of these assessments. One is 
the	difficulty	in	taking	online	tests.	Many	
students have trouble focusing while 
doing work on their computer. This lack of 
focus works in conjunction with another 
negative trait of the online assessments: 
the time limit. Since teachers can not give 
their	 students	unlimited	 time	 to	finish	
the assessment, they are forced to put a 
harsh time limit on their tests. When the 
time runs out, the assessments are auto-
matically turned in, leaving the student 
with no time to review the test. The lack 
of focus due to the computer combined 
with strict time limits can cause issues 
for students. Xander Martin(’19) agreed 
that these are major problems, stating, 
“I	definitely	feel	a	slight	lack	of	focus	on	
the computer. With the screen in front of 
you, it is really hard to keep your mind on 
the	task	at	hand,	and	this	has	definitely	
caused problems with fellow students 
who	do	not	finish	their	tests	or	quizzes.”
 Whether positive or negative, online 
assessments without a doubt will be 
increasingly prominent within the 
Gilman community. Mr. Miles, one of the 
first	teachers	to	implement	this	new	strat-
egy, explains, “I do believe online testing 
will become more prevalent for online-
based assessment-styled questions.” In 
the years to come, our community will 
see	if	online	testing	is	truly	beneficial	for	
our school. 

by Tyler Witherspoon
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Charles	Tini:	Volunteer	Firefighter

 For the average Gilman student, 
venturing into a new genre, or even 
band, seems like a time commitment 
they	cannot	afford	in	their	busy	sched-
ule. If, however, I were to recommend 
one of my favorite bands to someone at 
Gilman, it would almost certainly be 
Car Seat Headrest. Their range of styles 
and variety of sounds creates a deep and 
meaningful experience for those who 
wish to dive in. It is truly worth the time 
it takes to listen to this band, and really 
understand what the lyricist, Will To-
ledo, says in his songs. Wade Perry (‘19) 
saids about the band, “You can relate to 
everything Will Toledo sings about. You 
can relate to it on a deeper level. With 
most bands I’m just like, oh this is good. 
But with them, I’m actively looking at 
the Genius all day.” Genius is a website 
for lyrical analysis and generally a good 
place to go if you do not know what the 
artist means by a lyric and would like to.
 Car Seat Headrest is a decep-
tively simple-sounding band. Their lyr-
ics can be catchy and fun, as in “Drunk 
Drivers/Killer Whales,” or incredibly 
layered and complex, shown in “The 
Ballad of Costa Concordia.” Instrumen-
tally, Car Seat Headrest’s	 guitar	 riffs	
can	 range	 from	 light	 and	 flowing,	 to	
jarring and raw, often switching mid-
song. Along with this, many tracks in-
clude brass instruments; for example, 
“Cosmic Hero” has a one-minute long 
trumpet solo, which truly sets the tone 
for this drawn-out and strange bal-
lad. All of these qualities combine for 
a unique sound which has enough dis-
sonance and unexpected twists and 
turns in their songs to carve their 
own niche in the modern rock scene. 
 The most recent album, “Twin 
Fantasy”, is a narrative-based song fo-
cusing on Will Toledo, the lead singer, 
and a budding relationship with an un-
named man. It is a remake of his 2011 
album by the same name, created be-

fore the formation of Car Seat Headrest. 
The addition of bandmates enriches the 
overall experience of the album in a 
powerful way. Toledo riddles the album 
with self-references and the songs are 
clearly focused around Toledo himself, 
using the instruments to masterfully 
propel the message of whichever song 
is playing into the minds of whoever is 
listening. Even when simply put on in 
the background, it is hard not to pick 
up on especially powerful lyrics such as 
“Don’t worry, you and me won’t be alone 
no more”, which is repeated twelve 
times at the end of  “Sober to Death”.
 The tone of the album is not 
only serious, however, and much of the 
one-hour-and-eleven	minutes	are	filled	
with weird details that cater to a spe-
cific	sense	of	humor.	A	perfect	example	
of this humor is the song “Cute Thing.” 
With the bulk of their lyrics mixing san-
ity and comfortability, when the com-
edy does come, it is hard not to notice. 
My favorite song of the album, “Beach 
Life-In-Death,”	 fits	 perfectly	 in	 the	 al-
bum.	 The	 first	 song,	 “My	 Boy	 (Twin	
Fantasy),” establishes that the narrator 
is obsessed with this man who is men-
tioned countless times throughout the 
album. Where “Beach Life-In-Death” 
really sets the tone for the album is 
with its rapidly changing tone and com-
plete lack of a chorus. The song and 
the album have a starting point that is 
completely	 different	 from	 the	 ending	
point. They take the listener for a ride, 
and do not pull any punches, giving 
the listener a hyper-emotional and hu-
man experience instead of being more 
radio-friendly. Car Seat Headrest is 
an incredibly strange, deep, and fun 
band. Once I discovered them, they 
were all I listened to for weeks, and 
I still feel as if I have much more to 
learn about this extraordinary group.

Music Radar: Car Seat Headrest
Twin Fantasy

This column will be about bands that the average Gilman student might not have 
heard of or really looked deeper into before. I will pick albums from bands I think 
would be accessible and enjoyable for anyone who likes rock music and give per-

sonal opinions on them.

by Neddy Wight

Fired Up About School Shootings

R e c e nt  g u n  v io le nc e 
around the country has 
incited much conversa-
tion both on the streets, 
through the the March for 
our Lives walk on March 

24th, and in classrooms at schools 
around the country. The Gilman com-
munity, however, has experienced little 
to no discussion about this important yet 
tragic topic, aside from a guest speaker 
from	the	National	Rifle	Association.
 In the past, the Gilman Adminis-
tration has had trouble talking to the 
Student Body about prevalent yet sensi-
tive issues. Just last year, they failed to 
talk about one of the most controversial 
United States Presidential elections in 
history. While they understandably do 
not want to insult anyone, it is inexcus-
able that they do not have an open dia-
logue with the students about what, as a 
school, they are going to do. 
 Seventeen lives were stolen away in an 
environment where they were meant to 
feel safe. On February 14th, 2018, Stone-
man Douglas High School was attacked. 
These attacks on school campuses are 
becoming more and more frequent and 
occurring on a much larger scale. Time 
reported that since the attack at Sandy 
Hook Elementary in December of 2012 
there have been 290 school shootings 
with 86 of them “resulting in injury or 
death.” As of February 22, there have 
already been 17 school shootings in 2018. 
If this rate of attacks continues there will 
be a school shooting once every 3.1 days.
 In 1998, when the tragic shooting at 
Columbine High School occurred, 12 
students and 1 teacher were killed. The 
reaction worldwide was one of horror 
and shock. Sadly, in the wake of multiple 
attacks on school campuses across the 
nation, nothing has been said or done 
at Gilman. While there are a number of 
security measures at Gilman, none of 
them present a viable solution to stop-
ping school shootings. While the lock 
pads on each door could deter someone 
from coming into the school and shoot-
ing, The Washington Post reported that 
64.5% of school shootings are targeted. 
If	a	shooter	is	pursuing	a	specific	victim	
or victims, locks on the door won’t stop 

According to Merriam-
Webster’s dictionary, a 
firefighter	is	“a	person	who	
fights fires,” yet there is 
much	more	to	being	a	fire-
fighter than just fighting 
fires. Across the world, 

firefighters	 safeguard	 their	 respective	
communities from disaster, jeopardiz-
ing their own lives everyday solely to 
help	others.	Without	a	doubt,	firefight-
ers exemplify true self lessness. Fur-
thermore,	 volunteer	firefighters	 serve	
without receiving anything in return, 
exhibiting even more dedication to their 
communities. And now, Gilman proudly 
has	 a	 volunteer	firefighter	 of	 its	 own:	
Charles Tini (‘19).
 Charles, more commonly known as 
“C.T.,” desired to “do something more” 
than what he had done in the past, some-
thing “that would help people.” He had 
always been interested in becoming a 

him/her. 
 Furthermore, The Post mentions 
that the majority of attacks on schools 
are  committed by enrolled students. A 
student who attends Gilman has access 
to the entirety of the school with both 
their Student IDs and their codes to the 
doors. Unfortunately, there is little to 
nothing Gilman can do to stop an attack 
from someone within our own commu-
nity. I believe it is necessary, however, 
to have an open dialogue with an invi-
tation extended to the entire tri-school 
community on how to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for every student. 
The student body should be given a voice 
in the Gilman community on what they 
think should be done, whether its arming 
teachers or even adding a second door to 
each classroom.
 During a walkout against gun violence 
on March 6th of this year, ninety-two 
Gilman students attended. This march 
was two weeks after the shooting in 
Parkland and it was advocating for 
stricter gun laws in America. Seeing this 
many students marching to put forth 
their views without the assistance from 
adults shows the one bright side to these 
tragedies. This advocacy for stricter 
gun regulation laws is the reason that 
Avery Merlo (‘19) decided to go, saying, 
“I thought it would be a good experience 
to connect with people who had the same 
ideology as me regarding gun violence 
and to gain new perspectives on the topic 
as well.” Like many others who went, 
Avery felt that “it was very moving and 
it inspired me to be more active in my 
community because a voice can go a long 
way in today’s society.” 
 Ben Levinson (‘19) also went on the 
march saying, “[School shootings are] 
the unifying issue of our generation, as 
[they] are the only current political talk-
ing	point	that	disproportionately	affects	
non-voters.” As a majority of non voters, 
the student body should still be given a 
voice to stand up for their beliefs on the 
issue. A dialogue including students and 
administration on what the school should 
do to keep it a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment for everyone is necessary. As 
Ben said, “I believe our generation really 
has the power to make our schools and 
lives safer.”

firefighter	throughout	his	early	childhood	
when	his	father	first	 introduced	him	to	
the idea of volunteering. 
 Nevertheless, solely a desire to volun-
teer is not enough to become a volunteer 
firefighter.	Many	stages,	processes,	and	
tests comprise the drudging, difficult 
path	to	attaining	the	title	of	a	firefighter.	
First of all, the prospective volunteer 
must complete an interview with a 
current member of the station, which, 
according to C.T., the station uses “to 
find	out	if	they	like	[the	applicant]	or	not.”	
Next, extensive physical tests evaluate 
the corporeal capability of the prospec-
tive volunteer. C.T.’s test consisted of 
“dragging a 200-pound dummy,” which 
represents	pulling	someone	from	a	fire,	
“carrying equipment, climbing ladders, 
and	walking	around	in	firefighter	gear.”	
Finally, after passing both the interview 
and	the	physical	test,	the	now-official	vol-
unteer is sworn-in during a semi-monthly 
meeting.

by Sam Bloomberg

by Clark Dowling
 Obviously, the somatic burdens of 
pulling others from fires, along with 
intense	training,	greatly	challenge	fire-
fighters	 every	day.	Physical	hardships,	
however,	are	not	the	only	ones	that	affect	
firefighters:	mental	 difficulties	 plague	
them as well. For C.T., the mental prob-
lems	are	the	most	difficult	ones	he	faces	
as	a	firefighter.	For	example,	while	C.T.	
was working on “three calls to put out 
fires”	arrived	at	 the	station	 in	 just	one	
day. Furthermore, two suicides in just 
the past week demonstrate the immense 
mental	 strain	on	firefighters.	The	dif-
ficulties faced are disheartening, but 
overcoming them is just daily work for a 
firefighter.
While C.T. is a volunteer firefighter, 
he needs to conclude his “probation-
ary period” by completing “30 hours 
of work per month.” As a high school 
student, he does not have much time to 
allocate	to	the	fire	station,	but	C.T.	still	

sometimes goes after school for “three to 
four hours” to realize this time require-
ment. And while he has not put out any 
fires	 yet,	C.T.	will	 soon	pass	 all	 of	his	
tests required to become an “observer,” 
who can “ride along in the truck” to get 
hands-on experience. Moreover, he has 
developed many new relationships with 
the	 “friendly”	 experienced	firefighters.	
In the words of C.T., he wants to become 
familiar with and learn from people that 
“he will be working with in the future.” 
Finally, while there is some downtime to 
eat, to relax, and to converse, all of the 
volunteer	firefighters	must	be	 ready	 to	
jump into action at any moment.
	 Volunteer	firefighting	 is	not	an	easy	
task. One must be dedicated, spending 
hours of free time to better the com-
munity. They must risk their own lives 
to save others. Maybe, in the future, if 
your house is set ablaze, C.T. might just 
show up and save you.
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For the second time in the 
past three years, the Gilman 
Football program is wel-
coming a new Head Coach. 
Taking over from Head 
Coach and Athletic Direc-

tor Tim Holley ‘77, Nick Bach comes to 
Gilman from Mountain View High School 
in Gwinnett County, Georgia, where he 
has coached since 2013. His success at 
Mountain View High School is indisput-
able, given that he led the Mountain View 
Bears	from	a	3-7	record	in	his	first	year	
as	Head	Coach	in	2015	to	the	school’s	first	
playoff	appearance	and	a	ranking	of	9th	
in	the	state	in	2016.	The	team	capped	off	
a 9-2 regular season with a trip to the 
second	round	of	the	state	playoff	tourna-
ment just one year later. 
	 Prior	to	joining	the	coaching	staff	and	
faculty at Mountain View, Coach Bach 
coached at two high schools in New York, 
along with many collegiate teams, includ-
ing Otterbein University, East Strouds-
burg	University,	the	University	of	Buffalo,	
and Johns Hopkins University, where he 
coached with Gilman’s Nick Schloeder. 
Having	coached	at	many	different	schools	

for	many	different	 teams,	Coach	Bach	
is clearly an experienced choice for the 
position of Head Coach at Gilman.
	 Coach	Bach	first	encountered	Gilman	
in 2003 when he took note of a few stand-

out stu-
dent-athletes on John Hopkins’ football 
team. Reminiscing on the topic, Coach 
Bach described that he observed “a 
couple of students on the football team 
[who] were really enthusiastic and...

by Noah Seth

New Head Football Coach

 This spring the sophomore 
class will be the first to 
participate in an entirely 
new 4th period course—the 
Sophomore Seminar. All 
tenth graders, divided into 

groups of 30, are required to attend this 
new class once per cycle on a designated 
day. With just a few cycles left in the 
school year, sophomores will learn more 
about coordination with RPCS and Bryn 
Mawr in preparation for their junior year 
when most boys will experience a coedu-
cational	environment	for	the	first	time.	
 Mr. Brian Ledyard, Assistant Head 
of the Upper School, says, “It is some-
thing that the Gilman members of the 
tri-school faculty committee have been 
talking about and thinking about for a 
while. The goal of those gatherings is to 
get sophomores ready for the coordinated 
program. Some of it will be logistical sup-
port…some of it also will be what it means 
to have girls in the class, as most people 
have not yet had girls in the classroom, 
and some of it will be debunking certain 
myths and stereotypes about it.”
 All sophomores, at this point, have had 
at least one Sophomore Seminar class. 
The new class has had mixed reactions. 
Henry Fritz (‘20), explains, “I don’t think 

that the class was very helpful, but we’ll 
see how it goes for the rest of the year.” 
The instructors and content of each class 
will	differ	for	the	rest	of	the	year	meaning	
that	every	class	will	be	different.
 Shobhit Prasad (‘20) says, “It’s strange 
how they think we need help learning to 
interact with girls. It is also the reason I 
had zero study halls last week. I under-
stand it may be useful for people in an 
all-boys school since kindergarten, but I 
have not had a year of school without a 
girl in one of my classes, so it makes no 
difference	 for	me.”	Other	 students	also	
have noted how the class is missing some 
relevance because they have already had 
classes	with	girls	during	their	first	 two	
years at Gilman.
 Many students have mentioned that 
the Sophomore Seminar class seems out 
of place and out of touch for this year’s 
sophomores. For the years to follow, Mr. 
Ledyard hopes that it will integrate more 
smoothly in the sophomore schedules 
as it is currently being piloted by the 
sophomores this year. Furthermore, next 
year’s Sophomore Seminar class will not 
only	meet	during	fifth	period	instead	of	
fourth period, but will also meet more 
frequently and discuss topics relevant to 
the adjusted Outward Bound expedition 
as well as coordination and character 
development. 

by Ibbe Ashruf

Sophomore Seminar

A s the current sopho-
mores transition into being 
upperclassmen, they have 
become more frustrated 
with the boring and tedious 
procedures of fourth period 

study hall. Henry Fritz (‘20) said, “Fourth 
period study hall, in general, is just a 
really unproductive space and time, 
especially at the end of the year.” The 
Sophomore Class Officers have tried 
to alleviate these issues for the fourth 
quarter. Initially, they made a proposal 
to the Administration that asked that all 
sophomores who have proven themselves 
responsible and mature enough through 
their grade-point averages be excused 
from fourth period study halls for the rest 
of the year. The Administration decided 
that all sophomores, regardless of GPA, 
would be excused from fourth period 
study halls.
 Mr. Brian Ledyard said, “We do not 
rank students. The data exists, but it 
is not shared or published. The idea of 
having study hall relief connected to 
a	GPA	was	flawed	 in	 terms	of	our	phi-
losophy[…]We thought this would be a 
nice combination, with what we’re doing 
[sophomore seminar]...I felt that that 
[free time for sophomores] was reason-
able and they presented it really well and 
I wanted to try to honor that request.”
 But after just two days of the new 
system, sophomores were informed 
after assembly by Mr. Aaron Goldman 
that they would no longer have this new 
system and that things would return to 
the old ways. Mr. Goldman mentioned 
that there were no incidents nor any good 
reasons for this reversal, citing that this 
system should have never have happened 
in	the	first	place.
 Head of the Upper School, Mr. Rob 
Heubeck, said, “I think that, right now, 
not having study hall and having you all 
having time that is unstructured is not 
something that we can do...One of the 
things that we are required to do and 

that we are responsible for is knowing 
where you all are. If a parent calls, for an 
emergency, we know where you all are, 
and	we	can	find	you	in	study	hall.”	
 Mr. Ledyard said, “When it was actu-
ally in place, it did not feel right. It was 
really a mistake on our part. We said ‘yes’, 
and I think that that ‘yes’ was a mistake.”
 Much to the dismay of the sophomore 
class, they must now attend fourth period 
study hall in addition to their designated 
Sophomore Seminar cycle day. In regards 
to the removal of the fourth period “frees” 
as well as  one fourth period block, Fritz 
said, “Class morale is at an all-time low 
due to the study hall privilege being 
revoked.”  Sophomore Class President 
Essex Thayer said, “The sophomore class 
is disappointed with the privilege taken 
away from us without any reason within 
just two days of it being given to us. I am 
disappointed with the Administration. 
On a daily basis, Gilman challenges us 
to be outside of our comfort zones, while 
they themselves can’t handle being out-
side their own comfort zones.”
 The sophomore study hall f lop has 
debilitated the sophomore class’ enthusi-
asm and energy as they end their journey 
as 10th graders. Not one member of the 
sophomore class has yet to sit before the 
Judiciary Committee and most, if not 
all, have behaved and followed the rules; 
but now, tenth graders are seeking more 
personal freedom, particularly study hall 
relief,	as	they	enter	this	final	stretch	of	
the year. 
 For as long as Gilman has been an 
institution, since the days when Gilman 
called the Johns Hopkins’ Homewood 
campus home, study hall has always 
had a place at Gilman and it remains in 
the original mission statement today. 
Sophomores do not need “unstructured 
time” or to be anywhere they want during 
fourth period what they need is a place 
where they can collaborate, complete 
their work productively, and spend their 
free time as they wish. While Centennial 
Hall has served this purpose this year 
and in years past, sophomores need relief 

by Ibbe Ashruf

Sophomore Study Hall

from the one dreaded room that houses 
too many students as well as a tired and 
strict proctor. 
 If Mr. Heubeck and the Administration 
are truly concerned with having sopho-
mores all over the school and unreachable 
in the event of an emergency, yet trusts 
them as they say they do and wants to 
grant them a relief, then they should 
designate study hall zones throughout the 
academic campus. For example, the tables 
in the annex could be a zone or empty 
classrooms throughout the building. This 
would solve many issues with the current 
tradition, such as unproductivity in a 
room with too many students, inability 
to collaborate, and most importantly, 

the school would know the location of 
the sophomores while still presenting 
them with places conducive to success. 
Although the Administration does not 
need to introduce this system, as they are 
in their comfort zones with sophomores 
both in Centennial Hall and Sophomore 
Seminar, I implore them to consider this 
option. If they were to follow through 
and pilot this proposed system this year, 
as they are with the Sophomore Seminar 
initiative, then they will give sophomores 
a chance to prove that they are indeed 
the responsible young men that Gilman 
teaches them to be.

intelligent students.” Wondering about 
the origin of these students, he “asked 
Coach Schloeder where they were from,” 
Schloeder replied, “oh, those are Gilman 
guys.” Coach Bach  noticed “how focused 

and driven, yet pleasant,” the Gilman 
alumni seemed, and it “left an impression 
on [him.]” He visited the Gilman campus 
not long after this interaction with Coach 
Schloeder, fell in love with both the school 
and its students; Coach Bach has “always 

had a dream of teaching and coaching at 
Gilman.”
 The selection process for the head 
coach’s position changed significantly 
this season, as members of the 2017 
Gilman Football team participated in 
interviewing the coaching candidates for 
the	first	 time.	Each	grade	 selected	one	
team member to represent their class as 
an interviewer in the hiring process. By 
involving the students in the selection 
process, the Gilman Football team could 
find	 a	 stronger	 candidate	who	 is	 both	
popular	and	effective	with	 the	athletes	
themselves.
 In addition to leading the football 
team, Mr. Nick Bach will also join the 
Gilman History Department as a World 
Cultures teacher, giving him an opportu-
nity to get to know Gilman’s diverse group 
of students and form lasting relationships 
outside	of	the	context	of	the	football	field.	
In his own words, Coach Bach com-
mented, “Unlike [in] the business of the 
game [of football], [at Gilman he] really 
[looks] forward to forming personal 
relationships with players and students, 
relationships that hopefully last 20 to 
25 years from now. Those relationships, 
that’s what really excites [him] about this 
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