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We must see ideological differ-
ence and bipartisanship as the 
norm...We need to promote open 
dialogue amongst students, and 
we cannot shy away from discuss-
ing the difficult issues.

Tri-School Writers, Page 3
Editor’s Letter: Tri-School Moves 
Forward

“
”

I want the whole student body to 
have a fun and memorable year, 
one that really unifies not only the 
senior class, but also the  upper 
school as a whole.

Piper Bond, Page 4
A “Q&A” with the Presidents

“
”

Following Ms. Iva Turner’s depar-
ture and a much anticipated 
nationwide search that began in 
2016, Gilman has named Mrs. 
Sarah Ross as the new Director 
of College Counseling.

Ibbe Ashruf, Page 2
Mrs. Sarah Ross

InsIde ThIs Issue

The GIlman news Is a sTudenT run 
newspaper. all opInIons hereIn 

conTaIned are noT necessarIly Those of 
The GIlman admInIsTraTIon

UPenn Partnership Gilman Welcomes New Wifi
The summer of 2017 was 
a time of rebuilding, re-
establishment, and rebirth 
in Gilman’s technology 
depar tment.  Gi lman’s 
Tech team worked hard 
this summer to rip out 
the old Greyhound Wi-Fi 

and replace it with a faster and stronger 
update. Mr. Tye Campbell, along with 
the rest of Gilman’s Tech team, hopes 
this Wi-Fi will last the school for several 
years to come. 
 Logistically, the new Wi-Fi system 
is more transparent than the previous 
system, allowing Tech Support to assess 
problems that may occur in the Wi-Fi 
faster throughout the school year. As 
far as system failures go, Mr. Campbell 
is confident that the new Greyhound 
Wi-Fi will not crash, shut down or lag 
as the former Wi-Fi network often did. 
Last year, most of the technical difficul-
ties were assessed within a few hours 
and rebooted. The difference in the new 
Wi-Fi, however, is that the transparency 
of the software allows Mr. Campbell and 
his team to fix it faster without keeping 
the network down for too long. 
The blocks on student Wi-Fi will remain 

the same as last year as to “prevent 
anything that could hinder the student 
learning experience” said Mr. Campbell. 
As the year goes on, with the help of the 
new system’s technology, the Tech Team 
will fine tune their blocked areas to filter 
out websites that need to be unblocked. 
Besides speed and performance improve-
ments, Greyhound Wi-Fi has seen other 
upgrades. The range of this Wi-Fi is now 
much greater than before and reaches 
new locations such as the football field, 
oval, baseball field, and the athletic build-
ing. Greyhound Wi-Fi has two lines, one 
reaching download speeds of 200 mega-
bits per second (mbps), and the other 
300 mbps—plenty of bandwidth for all 
the students to enjoy high-speed internet. 
 It took three months of non-stop work, 
some of which is still going on, but the 
new Wi-Fi is now ready for the 2017-2018 
school year. The tech team is also excited 
to announce Gilman’s online learning 
portal will be changing from Moodle to 
Canvas for the 2018-2019 school year, 
while this school year serves as a tran-
sitional period. The Tech team deserves 
credit for working hard this summer to 
ensure excellent internet access for all the 
students to enjoy this year. 

by Varun Maheshwari

New Year Brings Restructured Student Government

Gilman welcomes many 
new faculty this year, but 
in addition to new faces, 
Gilman will also be debut-
ing a brand new fellowship 
program that comes as a 

result of a partnership with the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s graduate school of 
education. The Independent Teaching 
School Residency partners the University 
of Pennsylvania with ten independent 
schools across the East Coast, including 
Gilman, to train recent college graduates 
as they begin their careers as educators. 
Assistant Upper School Headmaster and 
Site Coordinator for the program Mr. 
Bartley Griffith said, “The program is 
designed to make [the fellows] outstand-
ing classroom teachers, self-reflective 
practitioners, and ultimately leaders of 
programs and schools down the road in 
their careers.”
 This year, Gilman’s fellows are Sarah 
Loyd, who will be teaching world cultures 
in the Upper School, and Ethan Faust, 
who will be a member of the Middle 
School Language Arts Department (see 
page six for their profiles). Each fellow is 
also assigned a mentor that is paid and 
supported by the University of Pennsyl-
vania. “...It becomes a really rich learn-
ing experience not just for the fellow but 
for the mentor as well,” explained Mr. 
Griffith. Mr. Matthews will be mentoring 
Ms. Loyd in the Upper School, and Mr. 
Tully will be mentoring Mr. Faust in the 
Middle School.

As the new school year 
starts, preparations are 
ongoing for two new organi-
zations in the Gilman com-
munity. One is the Spirit 
Club, which is intended to 

lead the charge in strengthening school 
spirit and raising student turnout for 
school events. The other is a Student 
Congress, a monthly meeting of the stu-
dent leaders of the school, including the 
Student Council members and the heads 
of Gilman’s major clubs. While the Spirit 
Club is actually a revival of an older club, 
the Student Congress is an entirely new 
creation. The projects are being worked 
on by members of the Student council, as 
well as select students, primarily heads 
of major clubs and seniors interested in 
taking a proactive role in the community. 
One of these is Connor Mitchell (‘’18), who 
said, “this is the first time we have a group 
of seniors who were not elected into a 
student government position meeting on 
a regular basis to talk and plan out events 
for the school.”
 The Spirit Club will be a prominent 
club at Gilman whose purpose is “to 
boost school spirit and student turnout at 
games and other student events,” accord-
ing to Student Body President Piper Bond 
(‘’18). Mr. Schmick, faculty advisor to the 

 Initially, Penn’s Graduate School of 
Education reached out to a number of 
independent schools about the program, 
who in turn contacted other schools, such 
as Gilman, that would be a good fit. Ulti-
mately, Gilman administrators decided 
that the partnership would greatly benefit 
both Gilman faculty and students.
  To become a fellow, each applicant 
must be accepted into the program by 
both the independent school and the 
graduate school of education. Each fellow 
spends two years at the school, and two 
more fellows join the school community 
each year.
 The program is an enhancement of 
fellowship programs of years past at 
Gilman. Mr. Griffith said, “We’ve always 
had teaching fellows… but they have not 
to this point had the levels of support, 
research, collaboration, and training that 
this program represents.”
 Gilman’s primary motivation for par-
ticipating in the program was to “help 
[the school] to recruit and develop the 
most promising early career teachers 
possible,” according to Mr. Griffith. He 
added, “Gilman is a place that believes 
that the faculty are the very heart of the 
student experience. For us, it was an 
important investment in the quality of 
teachers that we have at Gilman.”
At the moment, Gilman plans to con-
tinue its partnership with UPenn as Mr. 
Griffith says, “We see it as a long term 
investment and hope that there will be 
long term benefit.” Moreover, Gilman 
desires that the partnership will have a 

Student Council elaborates, “It’s actually 
an old club that has been revived. For a 
long time this was an important part of 
the school. It dissolved, and we’re bring-
ing it back.” Previously, the Student Body 
President was head of the Spirit Club, 
but this year Mac Webster (‘’18) will be 
leading the club to help share some of 
the responsibility. Mr. Schmick points 
out that, ”Piper can’t lead the charge, 
he’s leading the team on the field… Mac 
has the time and energy to push this 
forward.”
 Both Mr. Schmick and Piper have 
high expectations for the spirit club and 
hope for broad student involvement. “The 
Spirit Club is a club, so anyone can join!” 
Piper says. Mr. Schmick, Piper, and the 
other students helping with the Spirit 
Club hope that it will serve its purpose 
and create a greater feeling of excitement 
and support for the school among the 
student body. The Spirit Club will be in 
charge of organizing special games, band 
performances, giveaways, and occasion-
ally leading assemblies. Mr. Schmick 
said, “This is something that is student 
driven. The students came up with this 
idea, and I hope it sticks around.”
 Along with the new Spirit Club, Piper 
and other student leaders will also be 
working to try to organize a Student 
Congress. “The Student Congress is not 
officially created yet, but the point of the 

by will rende

committee is to keep major clubs, the 
Gilman News, Cynosure, and the student 
government all on the same page,” Piper 
explains.  Mr. Schmick clarifies that it 
isn’t exactly what the name implies. “It’s 
a monthly meeting of all the major club 
presidents… and the student leaders.” 
Connor Mitchell believes that “this new 
leadership group will allow for more ideas 
to be circulated through the Gilman com-
munity... We can all give each individual 
topic more time and thus execute larger 
plans and events. With these larger 
meetings in the Congress, Mr. Schmick 
comments that they may take the place 
of the weekly Student Council meetings. 
Nothing is set in stone for the Student 
Congress yet, but the students involved 
are actively working to try to start it up 
this year. 
 Mr. Schmick feels optimistic about the 
new organizations and the increased stu-
dent participation this year. He believes 
that this will help to build off of the foun-
dations established by LJ Shapiro’s (‘’16) 
“One Gilman” and Matt Tomaselli’s (‘’17) 
“All In.” He said, “My goal is to have kids 
get involved in the school and school life... 
Once you take ownership of something, 
once you have a role or a part in a com-
munity, you’re really gonna care about 
that community and do what you can to 
make it better.”

by Alexander Duh

lasting impact on future Gilman faculty: 
“Hopefully, we’re going to look back 5 or 
10 years from now, and we’re going to 
have a pretty robust collection of teachers 
that either went through that program 
and found it to be really informative 

and were better classroom teachers and 
leaders because of it, and I also hope that 
we’re going to have a lot of veteran faculty 
members who are able to grow and learn 
and better serve all of you boys as a result 
of our connection with UPenn.”
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Welcome New Faculty!
by hudson Carroll

 Every year, Gilman welcomes 
a new Tickner writing fellow to 
teach a creative writing class and 
bring writers to various assem-
blies throughout the year to read 
excerpts from their work. This 
year, Gilman’s Tickner fellow is 
Mr. Ben Naka-Hasebe Kingsley. 
Having grown up in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania and gone to college in 
Los Angeles, Mr. Kingsley had not 
heard of Gilman until he applied 
for the Tickner fellowship. 

Mr. Ben Naka-Hasebe Kingsley

 Following college, Mr. Kings-
ley immediately began teaching 
in order to obtain his Masters of 
Arts (MA) and Masters of Fine 
Arts (MFA) from the University 
of Pennsylvania. After gaining 
some teaching experience at Penn, 
Mr. Kingsley traveled to Florida 
where he worked at the University 
of Miami and Miami Day College. 
While Mr. Kingsley doesn’t know 
many students yet, he said his, 
“impression is positive!” and he 
is, “excited” to begin working with 
students from Gilman, RPCS, and 
Bryn Mawr in his creative writing 
class.
 In addition to his teaching 
exploits, Mr. Kingsley has had 
several poems and other works 
published in several journals. Also, 
Mr. Kingsley has two books which 
are currently under contract and 
are close to being published. Mr. 
Kingsley will be around for the 
following year as he continues to 
write while teaching at Gilman. 

by ibbe ashruf

 Following Ms. Iva Turner’s 
departure and a much anticipated 
nationwide search that began in 
2016, Gilman has named Mrs. 
Sarah Ross as the new Director of 
College Counseling.
Mrs. Ross grew up in a small town 
in Connecticut with a family of 
sisters and parents who were all 
independent school educators. 
She went to an all-girls school and 
loves to read and cook. One of her 
favorite authors is Daniel Tatum, 
a renowned educator who special-
izes in topics relating to race and 
racial relations. 
 For the past three years, Mrs. 
Ross has served as the Assistant 
Head of School for Enrollment 
at Kent School, a position which 
entailed college counseling and 
admissions. Before serving as the 
Assistant Head of Enrollment, 
she was the Director of College 
Counseling at Kent School. Before 
working at Kent, Mrs. Ross served 
at American University’s School of 
International Service, Barnstable 
Elementary School in Massachu-
setts, and Trinity School in Menlo 
Park, California. In addition to her 
various past workplaces, Mrs. Ross 
has received glowing recommen-
dations as referenced in a letter 
sent to parents by Mr. Smyth ear-
lier this year upon the announce-
ment of her hiring.
 For the past two months, Mrs. 
Ross has been becoming familiar 
with the Gilman community and 

Mrs. Sarah Ross

transitioning to a new a position 
at an all-boys institution. She has 
met with many rising seniors and 
is impressed by the boys’ outstand-
ing efforts in everything they do. 
Mrs. Ross said, “I am really excited 
to work with these boys who have 
so much passion for the things they 
do, whether it is playing a sport or 
art or scholarship”. 
 In addition to her transition 
to the Gilman community, she is 
taking in a change of scenery as 
she is new to the Baltimore area. 
She has lived in cities before while 
working at the Harvard Institute 
for International Development 
and Stanford University, and she 
is adjusting once again to the city 
environment and the Baltimore 
culture that comes with it. She 
said, “My husband and I moved 
here and we are really loving it… 
I am so intrigued with the history, 
culture, and a lot of challenges and 
I love seeing that Gilman is looking 
at ways to better this city”.
 Although Mrs. Ross will not 
teach any classes, have an advisory 
or coach any students this year, 
she looks forward to doing so in 
the following years. Since Mrs. 
Ross’s arrival to the faculty this 
July, no major changes have been 
made to the College Counseling 
department, and Mrs. Ross says 
that it’s hard to say if there will be 
any significant changes in the near 
future.
Mrs. Ross’s vision for the College 
Counseling office at Gilman is to 
continue the great work that the 
office does with such talented fac-
ulty and help boys get through the 
college admissions process with 
less stress and anxiety in order to 
highlight what a great opportunity 
a college education really is. We 
wish Mrs. Ross a smooth transition 
and hope to see her flourish while 
helping Gilman boys succeed in 
every endeavor through the duties 
of the Director of College 
Counseling.

Follow us on TwiTTer

@TheGilmannews

creaTing, commenTaTing, sharing: 
a plaTForm For conversaTion
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by ellie Citron, sarah Cahn, will rende, 
MiChael Johnson, Julia sChoenberg, and 

luCy Van dyke

 The commencement of this year, like 
all years, serves as a turning point within 
our communities: 9:00 am start times, 
new schedules, coordinated classes...The 
start of the school year always brings 
with it an excitement and appreciation 
for our schools and learning as a whole. 
With this in mind, the six of us hope to 
impart some wisdom unto our tri-school 
community. As editors-in-chief of our 
respective school newspapers, we hope 
to share with you our goals for the school 
year, and namely, how we hope to see our 
sibling schools improve and grow.
 Last year, tumult and division were 
cornerstones of the tri-school atmo-
sphere, in more ways than one. We saw 
tri-school tensions rise on social media, 
in person, and in the classroom. With 
this in mind, we must move forward as a 
community. We must see ideological dif-
ference and bipartisanship as the norm. 
We must respect these differences.
 Moving forward, we need to promote 
open dialogue amongst students, and 

Editor’s Letter: Tri-School 
Moves Forward

we cannot shy away from discussing the 
difficult issues. We cannot allow for our 
three schools--which work so hard to 
promote fairness and community--to go 
backwards. We must identify and define 
what actions are hateful, and we must 

use our awareness to better this 
community. The tri-school is a place of 
diversity--in race, gender, sexual orien-
tation, interests--and we pride ourselves 
on this. 
 We, the six editors-in-chief (Sarah 
Cahn, Ellie Citron, Will Rende, Michael 

Johnson, Lucy Van Dyke, and Julia 
Schoenberg) do not take our roles lightly. 
We are committed to journalism, and we 
are excited to use our positions to shed 
light upon the essential issues and 

perspectives that present themselves 
within the tri-school community. We 
aim to build relationships between our 
communities, mirroring the bridges that 
connect our campuses. We plan to work 
together to create outlets for student 
voices. John Dewey, in his 1927 book 
The Public and Its Problems, remarked 

upon the importance of journalism: “The 
newspaper owf the future will have to 
rethink its relationship to all the institu-
tions that nourish public life, from librar-
ies to universities to cafes. It will have to 
do more than ‘cover’ these institutions 
when they happen to make news…..The 
newspaper must see that its own health 
is dependent on the health of dozens of 
other agencies which pull people out of 
their private worlds. For the greater the 
pull of public life, the greater the need 
for the newspaper.”
 As our world view continues to 
expand, and as our lives become more 
connected, we must be aware of the 
importance of journalism. For now, it 
is our duty to write, to cover the issues, 
and to never shy away from controversy. 
As our tri-school continues to reflect on 
previous obstacles, we also continue to 
celebrate progress. We are excited to 
see all that this year has in store for our 
schools, and we--the six editors-in-chief-
-look forward to working with you.

We must see ideological difference and 
bipartisanship as the norm...We need 
to promote open dialogue amongst stu-
dents, and we cannot shy away from 

discussing the difficult issues.”
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Q: What do you hope to accomplish this year?
A: I hope to continue the traditions that past Gilman 
presidents have implemented into the community 
while also introducing new ones. Some ideas I have to 
accomplish this would be hyping up assemblies, chang-
ing the nature of --and potentially putting a new spin 
on-- the Pep Rally, and improving tri-school relations. 
As president, I want the whole student body to have a 
fun and memorable year, one that really unifies not only 
the senior class, but also the  upper school as a whole.
 
Q: What’s the one thing you like about your 
school? What’s the one thing you would change?  
A: I like the community and fraternity that I’ve devel-
oped with my classmates over the last three years. From 
the sports field to the classroom, I think that Gilman 
has allowed us as both students and brothers to be truly 
challenged in many different arenas of life. In the end, 
I think that that versatility that the Gilman curricula 
provides will allow us students to make a real impact 
on our communities both locally and more broadly. 
There’s not a whole lot that I don’t like about Gilman. 
That being said, I wish I could change, and ultimately 
improve, the way we use fourth period bumps (also 
known as drop-downs). They do not seem to be very 
productive use of time spent on campus, and I wish we 
could use that time to participate in other, potentially 
more meaningful, activities like study hall or conduct 
meetings with teachers.

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Motivated

Q:  Who is your role model? Why?
A: Actually, I think that both of my parents are my role 
models. Although they have different personalities, 
and have vastly different perspectives on the world, the 
combination of lessons I’ve learned from them have truly 
shaped who I am today--and who I hope to become in 
the future. My dad has inspired me as both a leader and 
a mentor. I think that his role as President and CEO of 
the Living Classrooms Foundation has truly molded me 
into the leader that I am today. My mom, on the other 
hand, has taught me the value of balance, introspection, 
and relaxation. Every year we go on a trip together for 
a week with no agenda as a way to spend time together 
and to step back to gather our thoughts on the world. I 
think her composure and thoughtfulness has rubbed off 
on me, and I hope to implement such lessons of living-
-fully and earnestly--into our tri-school community.

Q: What do you hope to accomplish this year?
A: I hope to create a stronger bond between members 
of the Bryn Mawr community. We tend to separate within 
our own grades, which often happens because students  
work more closely with one another within a grade, but 
a large separation exists between members of different 
grades. I want to mend this gap by creating fun,‘out-of-
the-box’ activities that will allow students to connect 
with one another and  see different sides of people. I 
also plan to work with Bryn Mawr clubs and organiza-
tions to establish activities where all student clubs are 
fairly represented--I think this will allow students to 
better know what our community stands for and cares 
about. I hope to receive a lot of input from students, 
too--I want them to know that I am here to represent 
their thoughts, feelings, and concerns.
 I also plan to work alongside my fellow presidents 
to strengthen tri-school relations, something that is 
always a point of conversation yet is seldom improved. 
I believe in the tri-school, and I see the value in having 
so many different students and diverse perspectives 
represented. We can learn a lot from each other, and I 
hope we embrace that. 

Q: What’s the one thing you like about your
school? What’s the one thing you would change?  
A: I love Bryn Mawr for so many different reasons. The 
school fosters a positive and nurturing environment, 
where  all people want each other to succeed and make 
a change in this world. I love knowing that every single 
person that I see at school is striving for success and is 
a strong and beautiful leader. One thing that I would 
like to improve is how much fun us Mawrtians have--I 
think our students need time to truly relax. I wish that 
our student body felt like they had better balance in their 
lives, able to work and play on top of academics and 
extracurriculars. 

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Vibrant 

Q:  Who is your role model? Why?
A: Michelle Obama is my role model. She is an amazing 
woman. Her style is always on point, she is elegant, and 
she can really dance! How perfect can one get? And if 
that’s not enough, she is a changemaker. From her initia-
tives to raise awareness for child obesity, to her efforts 
to provide education to women in all parts of the world-
-she is truly making the world a better place. She’s strong 
and beautiful and makes me feel beautiful too. I feel like 
I can do anything when I think about her.

Q:What do you hope to accomplish this year?
A: This year, I hope to instil a greater sense of learning 
within the community; not just in an academic sense, 
but rather outside of the classroom. At Roland Park, our 
designated ‘word of the year’ is monchu, a word from 
the Japanese island of Okinawa meaning ‘one family’. 
That said, SGA plans to have at least one ‘monchu day’ 
every month, where our students participate in commu-
nity-oriented events. Such activities would include 
hosting a talent show with our school families or spend-
ing the day with students from the Lillie Mae Carroll 
Jackson Charter School, where the end goal would be 
to implement monchu’s central principles within Roland 
Park--and within the larger Baltimore community, too.

Q: What’s the one thing you like about your 
school? What’s the one thing you would change?  
A: The thing I love most about Roland Park is its com-
munity. I love the enthusiasm and spirit that each student 
possesses here in all that they do. All students are 
forward thinking--and unique--individuals here, yet 
there’s this cohesion and harmony that exists within the 
community as well. I want to create more community 
bonding activities within our academic days. I wish to 
see more opportunities for people to get to spend time 
outside of the confines of their friend groups, and ulti-
mately, out of their comfort zones. We have already 
started to move towards this goal, as we have actually 
implemented a ‘family system’ for the upcoming school 
year, in which students will all be put in a family of 4 to 
6 students from each grade of the upper school. I think 
that will be a nice way for students to connect with dif-
ferent members of the student body. 

Q: Describe yourself in one word.
A: Unpredictable

Q: Who is your role model? Why?
A: My role model has always been Bruce Springsteen. 
Ever since I was little, my dad has used Bruce’s power-
ful lyrics to teach my siblings and me life lessons. He 
has always told us that the most important thing to him 
is that we live by Bruce’s words and commit to a life of 
always helping those around us. As an artist, Springsteen 
uses his music to speak to issues that exist in our society, 
and for that I truly value his authenticity and willingness 
to address issues that are important to him. For me, 
Springsteen represents more than just his music--he 
embodies all of the powerful lessons that he has taught 
me, my family, and many other people in this world.

Piper Bond Raven Brown Olivia Cohen

A “Q&A” with the Presidents
Gilman Bryn Mawr RPCS
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by Morgan Zinnby will dowling

 Having just completed four years 
of teaching at Notre Dame Prep, Ms. 
Clare Brennan joins the modern 
language department excited to 
share her knowledge of and passion 
for French and Spanish with her 
students. Ms. Brennan has lived in 
Baltimore her whole life; she grew 
up in the northeast corner of the 
city and attended Dulaney High 
School. After Dulaney, Ms. Bren-
nan attended Penn State University 
and later completed her master’s 
degree at both Johns Hopkins and 
the University of Virginia.
 In the coming school year, Ms. 
Brennan will teach Spanish II, 
French II and II Honors, and 
French IV/V. She was not, how-
ever, always certain that modern 
language would be her area of 
study; in fact, this was “totally a 
mistake.” Originally, Ms. Brennan 
was a journalism major, transi-
tioning to become a French major 
after realizing that it held her true 
passion. As a result, Ms. Brennan 
brings incredible enthusiasm to 
teaching French and thoroughly 
enjoys all things related to it. This 

 Gilman is excited to welcome 
Mr. Will Bartz ’99 back to its 
campus for the 2017-2018 school 
year. Growing up in Annapolis, 
Mr. Bartz attended Gilman from 
grades nine through twelve. While 
a student at Gilman, Mr. Bartz 
played basketball for four years 
and soccer for two.  Upon graduat-
ing from Gilman in 1999, Mr. Bartz 
attended Franklin and Marshall 
College in Lancaster, Pennsylva-
nia where he pursued a career 
in finance. Also while attending 
Franklin and Marshall, Mr. Bartz 
acted as a student coach for the 
college’s basketball team. As an 
assistant coach, Mr. Bartz helped 
the Diplomats win two conference 
championships and a Final Four 
appearance in the 1999-2000 
season in the NCAA Division III 
Tournament. 
 After graduating from Franklin 
and Marshall, Mr. Bartz acted 
on his college desire to work in 
finance, working as a financial 
advisor. However, following a 
death in the family, Mr. Bartz 
had a “life is too short moment” 
and decided to fulfill his hope of 
becoming a teacher and coach. 
He started his career as a teacher 

Mr. Will BartzMs. Clare Brennan

summer, for example, she traveled 
to Philadelphia to see in concert a 
musical group that doesn’t come 
to the United States often because 
they sing only in French.
 Although many of her male rela-
tives attended Loyola-Blakefield, a 
rival of Gilman in many aspects, 
Ms. Brennan relishes the oppor-
tunity to teach at Gilman, stating 
that “growing up in Baltimore, 
[she’s] always known the Gilman 
name” and the “great reputation” 
of the school. Gilman similarly 
presents the opportunity of teach-
ing at an all boys school. While she 
has previously taught at both coed 
and all girls schools, Ms. Brennan 
has never taught at an exclusively 
male school before. She said, “I’m 
very much looking forward to it, 
and I’m ready to take on an all boys 
school. I think it’s going to be very 
different and fun.”
  Students in any of Ms. Bren-
nan’s classes should expect a lively 
classroom with lots of conversa-
tion in French and Spanish. “I 
don’t stand in front of the room 
a lot; I do a lot more with part-
ner work,” she said. She believes 
this effectively allows students 
to become comfortable with the 
language they’re learning.
 Ms. Brennan looks forward to 
“really connecting with [her] stu-
dents and learning what they’re 
all about.” Ms. Brennan will be a 
positive addition to the modern 
language department and Gilman 
in general, and we wish her the 
best of luck for the upcoming 
school year.

coach at Indian Creek High School 
in Anne Arundel County, starting 
their basketball program while 
simultaneously teaching math. 
During his twelve years at Indian 
Creek High School, the basketball 
team “went from losing games by 
100 points to [winning] the ‘C’ 
Conference [and moving] up to the 
‘B’ Conference.” 
 In 1995, Mr. Bartz remembered 
“feeling very privileged to be 
selected to be a student here, and 
[he] felt the exact same feeling 
when [he] got this job” in April of 
2017. Upon returning to Gilman, 
Mr. Bartz admits that he is very 
glad that Gilman has maintained a 
‘’family and community approach” 
to faculty and students alike. 
Almost immediately after being 
hired, Mr. Bartz began preseason 
workouts and coached Gilman in 
the St. Paul’s summer league. He 
was pleased to finish the summer 
league season with a 5-5 record, 
having met about thirty of Gil-
man’s basketball players. Although 
he admitted that it could be dif-
ficult coming into a new program 
with an entirely different team, Mr. 
Bartz said, “it was just awesome [to 
have] great attitudes from the kids 
willing to learn.” 
 As a teacher, Mr. Bartz will be 
teaching two sections of Geom-
etry and one section of Algebra II 
as well as helping Ms. Stephanie 
Dennis with her duties as the 
Upper School Learning Special-
ist. With Mr. Bartz returning to 
Gilman as both an Algebra II 
teacher and Geometry teacher and 
coaching Varsity Basketball, we 
are looking forward to a successful 
academic and athletic year. 

More New Faculty!

Let Us Know!
Email: thegilmannews@gmail.com

Phone: 410-323-3800 ext. 448
Visit Us Personally: Come to the Publab 
(GCT27) and talk to our staff (see page 2)
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by MiChael Johnson

This year, Gilman welcomes a new 
head of the math department, Mr. 
Jay Gnanadoss, who will be taking 
over for Mr. Gouline. Gnanadoss’s 
role, however, is not strictly admin-
istrative; he plans to teach multiple 
sections of AB calculus as well as 
a section of honors pre-calculus. 
Moreover, Gnandoss will join the 
athletic department, coaching fit-
ness in the winter season and table 
tennis matched with badminton in 
the spring. 
 Having been born in Chennai, 
Indiaa, Mr. Gnanadoss offers a 
unique perspective to the Gilman 
faculty. There, Mr/ Gnanadoss 
began his career in mathematics. 
“I did my high school in India and 
then went to the Merchant Marine 
Academy,” says Gnanadoss. From 
this foundation, he “launched into 
a career as a marine engineer and 
did that for a total of seven years.” 
But his foray in engineering did not 
end there, as Mr. Gnanadoss “came 
in as a transfer student to the 
Rochester Institute of Technology.” 
There, Mr. Gnanadoss received an 
undergraduate degree in mechani-
cal engineering, also receiving 
a graduate degree in petroleum 
engineering at Pittsburgh. 
 During his studies, Mr. Gna-

Mr. Jay Gnanadoss

nadoss also worked as a teacher, 
adding that “when [he] was a 
graduate student [he] actually 
taught as a graduate assistant and 
really enjoyed that experience.” 
After a positive experience teach-
ing and looked to enter the field of 
petroleum engineering, he decided 
to teach for one or two years. He 
adds “it was kind of just something 
I just decided on a whim. I said if 
I’m going to go as an engineer for 
the rest of my life … I would try 
teaching for a few years and then 
move into my engineering career.”  
 In addition to a having polished 
record as an engineer, Mr. Gna-
nadoss brings an impressive tenure 
as an educator to the Gilman 
math department.  “I taught at 
Woodberry Forest School down 
in Virginia for twenty-nine years, 
and Woodberry is an all-boys, 
all-boarding school.” Accordingly, 
Mr. Gnanadoss is more than accus-
tomed to the all-boys environment 
at Gilman. He also has experience 
at coed schools, teaching at Blair 
Academy in Northwest New Jersey. 
Gilman presented Mr. Gnanadoss 
with a new atmosphere as a day 
school. He explained, “I kinda 
wanted to transition out of the 
boarding school environment and 
try something different, which was 
a day school, so Gilman was almost 
a perfect fit for me.”
 Beyond teaching, Mr. Gna-
nadoss loves to read and travel. 
This summer, he joined many 
other math teachers and assisted 
in grading AP Calculus exams, an 
effort in which he has partaken for 
five years. 
 With his illustrious résumé, Mr. 
Gnanadoss will surely be a valu-
able asset to the Gilman faculty.

by saM blooMberg

This year Gilman welcomes two 
fellows from the University of 
Pennsylvania as a part of the 
Independent School Teaching 
Residency, a program that partners 
the Graduate School of Education 
at Penn with a number of inde-
pendent schools across the United 
States, including Gilman. 
 Ms. Sarah Lloyd, one of the 
recipients of the Penn fellow-
ship, will be teaching a section 
of freshman World Cultures and 
will help to coach both Water Polo 
and Swimming. Born and raised 
in Hightstown, New Jersey, Ms. 
Lloyd is a graduate of Kenyon Col-
lege, where she double majored in 
Art History and History. While at 
Kenyon College, Ms. Lloyd swam 
on their team, helping them attain 
a 2015 NCAA Division III Swim-
ming Championship. She also was 
named a NCAA All-American and 
Academic All-American swimmer. 
 Outside the pool, she was 
awarded the Charles and Eliza-
beth Battle Scholarship because 
she had the highest GPA of the 
Art History majors. Ms. Lloyd is 
currently, through the fellowship, 
a student at UPenn. She is very 
excited to be working at Gilman 

Ms. Sarah Lloyd and Mr. Ethan Faust

as her grandfather, Colonel Miller, 
taught at Gilman in both the Lower 
and Upper Schools for 37 years.
Ms. Lloyd thinks she’ll adapt well 
to Gilman’s all boys school culture, 
saying, “I think there is a lot of 
value in all boys schools that a lot 
of people don’t see, and I am just 
really excited to be a part of it.”
Ms. Lloyd also said she is looking 
forward to, “getting to know the 
boys and to really find my niche 
here in Gilman.
 The second recipient of the Penn 
fellowship is Mr. Ethan Faust, who 
will be a member of the Middle 
School English Department and 
coach a variety of sports. Mr. Faust 
was born and raised in Boston 
before he went down to North 
Carolina to graduate from David-
son University. While there he was 
very active within the school as 
Sports Editor of The Davidsonian, 
a member of the choir, and was 
a member of the Honor Council. 
After graduating, Mr. Faust taught 
one year at the Northfield Mount 
Hermon Summer Session and also 
coached tennis there. 
 Gilman is lucky to have two 
enthusiastic new fellows join their 
staff and we wish them both luck 
as we start off this school year.

by nathan hedgeCoCk

 This year, Gilman is delighted 
to welcome back Mr. Jibri McLean 
(‘13), who will be teaching in the 
Lower School and helping out with 
several Upper School extracur-
riculars. McLean finds his roots 

Mr. Jibri McLean

in Baltimore, having been born 
and raised in the city. Once a 
Gilman student, McLean entered 
the school in 1999 as a pre-firster, 
spending a total of 13 years at 
Gilman. He then went on to attend 
Kenyon College and is now return-
ing to Gilman as a Foreman Fellow 
in the Lower School. A Foreman 
fellowship is a one year “all encom-
passing teachers aid assignment,” 
according to McLean. 
 Mr. McLean described his roles 
as “essentially a teacher’s aid for 
the 5th grade.” He added, “I’ll be 
teaching language arts with Ms. 
Teling for the first graders. I’ll be 
reading to the kindergarteners; I’ll 
be teaching math and art and stuff 
like that and music with the fifth-

grade class.” Mr. McLean plans 
to help teach Gilman students 
outside of the classroom as well, 
coaching football, indoor track, 
and outdoor track in the Upper 
School while assisting the Travel-
ling Men alongside Mr. Ford. This 
summer, Mr. McLean worked as 
a sports counselor at ESF camp 
for the “Ivy league, which is the 
six-year-olds, so I was having-six 
year-olds do drills and sports and 
games,” he said. McLean has also 
been coaching Gilman Football 
since August 10th as part of the 
team’s pre season program.
 Students may recognize Mr. 
McLean from his acapella group, 
the Kenyon Kokosingers, who 
performed at Gilman in an assem-

bly last December. In fact, this 
appearance introduced McLean 
to the Foreman Fellowship and 
played a part in McLean’s decision 
to return to Gilman as a teacher. 
He explained, “Robbie Ford intro-
duced me to Mr. Griffith [after the 
assembly], and he was basically 
like this fellowship program would 
be great for you.” After returning to 
the campus in the process of apply-
ing for the Foreman Fellowship, 
Mclean “felt a wave of nostalgia, 
and I really enjoyed how it felt 
to walk in the halls again and be 
around a lot of students who look 
like [him] and were doing the same 
type of things as [he] did.” 


