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In the  2016-2017 academic 
school year, Gilman will 
introduce an Entrepreneur 
Class. This semester-long 
class will be taught primar-
ily online by Mr. Henrik 

Scheel and his associates, who run the 
Gilman Startup Experience (GSE). The 
class will be self-paced through a new 
website that is currently being developed 
specifically for Gilman which will com-
mence following the GSE in December 
and will be graded by Mr. Scheel.
 According to Mr. Matthew Baum, Gil-
man’s pointman for the new program, 
“the Entrepreneur Class will be an 
opportunity to learn in a problem-solving 
and analytical environment rather than 
memorization-based settings.” Gilman 
has acknowledged and is embracing the 
entrepreneurial enthusiasm expressed by 
the Gilman community by creating new 
programs and continuing to offer existing 
ones such as the GSE.  
 The entrepreneur class falls into a 

new category of learning that is begin-
ning to take shape. This new model is 
innovative considering that very few 
high school-level courses dedicated spe-
cifically to entrepreneurship exist. This 
entrepreneurial undertaking is coming 
about in three overarching programs: 
The GSE, Entrepreneurs Club, and the 
Entrepreneurial Class. In essence, Gil-
man’s entrepreneurial program aims to 
teach students in a variety of ways how 
to identify a problem, create an informed 
solution, validate a need, and build a busi-
ness model.  
 While the GSE may only be a two-day 
phenomenon, the Entrepreneur Club run 
by Maxwell Strome (’16) and Colton Keet-
ley (’17) and Mr. Scheel’s semester-long 
Entrepreneur Class aim to incorporate 
entrepreneurial thinking more regularly 
into the lives of Gilman students. Once 
in full stride, these three programs are 
intended to expand upon one another 
to allow any student to learn the basic 
fundamentals en route to becoming a 
well-rounded and educated entrepreneur. 

 New Gilman Entrepeneurial Class
by Ian Chalk

Eddie’s ‘Gilman Sandwich’: 
Liverwurst No More!

 The Gilman Sandwich has 
been a customary sandwich 
at Eddie’s for as long as 
anyone can remember. It 
currently consists of liver-
wurst, provolone, lettuce, 

tomato, and mayonnaise on baguette. 
When asked, many Gilman students 
said they would not go out of their way to 
order this sandwich, regardless of being 
a Gilman student. Doesn’t it seem like it’s 
time for a change?
 Ms. Christine Stutz, the Marketing 
Director of Eddie’s, thinks it is. After 
Ms. Stutz had a discussion with the Deli 
Manager of Eddie’s, it was decided that 
the Gilman Sandwich could be changed 
to something new. Originally, Gilman 
told Eddie’s that they wanted liverwurst 
in their sandwich. Ms. Stutz mentioned, 
“Because this was one of the earlier sand-
wiches created, Gilman got to pick what 
was in it. Now if a new school wants a 
sandwich we give them options to pick 
from.” 
 Gilman now has their own options to 
pick from for a new sandwich. Option one 
is to leave the sandwich as it is. Option 
two is a new sandwich that includes 
roast beef, horseradish, cheddar cheese, 
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lettuce, and tomato on ciabatta. Option 
three is also a new sandwich that includes 
turkey, avocado, bacon, and a flavored 
mayonnaise, on ciabatta or multigrain. 
Option four would be to turn The Green 
Mountain Wrap (honey maple turkey, 
sharp cheddar spread, baby field greens, 
and chutney in a wrap), into the Gilman 
Wrap. The final option is to write in your 
own sandwich idea. 
 Ms. Stutz was excited to say that 
because, “we are renovating the Charles 
Street Eddie’s, and we are changing a lot 
of things in our store as well. The timing 
for [Gilman] asking to change [their] 
sandwich is great because we are adding 
some new sandwiches. This is a good 
chance for [Gilman] to have a new one.”
 Jack Bowmaster (‘18) is “excited for a 
new Gilman sandwich, because he would 
love to be able to order a new sandwich 
from Eddie’s related to Gilman.” He 
thinks “a revamped Gilman sandwich is 
perfect for Gilman’s new attitude.” Ms. 
Stutz “wants to have the sandwich be 
something that people want to buy.” So, 
check your email or go to 
gilmannews.com to vote on which option 
you want as your next Gilman sandwich.

Flipped Mastery: Turning The Tables 
In The Classroom

by brIan nelson

When someone thinks of 
the classroom dynamic at 
Gilman, terms like “self-
paced” and “flipped mas-
tery” do not often come to 

mind. For many years, Gilman has been 
a school known for structure and old-
fashioned teaching. But this year, when 
science teacher Mr. Cody Miles came to 
Gilman, that all changed for AP Chemis-
try students. 
 Mr. Miles was tasked with teaching 
the Advanced Placement (AP) Chemis-
try course in one year, but the class is 
designed for a two-year curriculum. In 
order to accomplish this monumental 
feat, Mr. Miles is employing the teaching 
method called ‘Flipped Mastery.’ 
 In 2012, Mr. Miles first came across a 
book called Flip Your Classroom by Jona-
than Bergmann and Aaron Sams, two 
high school teachers who were looking 
for a way to help students who had missed 
class. At the core of Flipped Mastery is the 
idea of the student taking control of his 
learning experience. According to a letter 
that Mr. Miles sent home to the parents of 
his AP Chemistry students, “The flipped 
component [of Flipped Mastery] involves 
your son using videos, our textbook and 
online simulations in his own time so he 
can maximize his interactions and prac-
tice while in class.”
 In essence, what is truly different 
from a traditional classroom dynamic 
is not a whole lot. For one, students still 
take normal quizzes and tests, but they 
are online through Moodle just like any 
other class. A typical homework assign-
ment in Flipped Mastery would consist 
of watching a handful of ten-minute-long 

videos, taking notes on those videos, and 
completing worksheets that reinforce the 
content covered in each video. During 
class time, students complete a daily 
warm-up exercise, work through in-class 
demos, and take quizzes and tests. Labs 
are also an important part of the AP 
Chemistry curriculum, and accordingly, 
students have a two-hour and five-minute 
lab period twice a cycle. These labs are 
accompanied by lengthy written reports. 
 Mr. Miles depends heavily on Moodle 
to keep his flipped classroom operating 
smoothly. Mr. Miles added, “[The teacher] 
can generate an unlimited number of 
individualized quizzes without having to 
create each quiz individually, which is a 
unique feature of Moodle as a platform.” 
 The biggest advantage of Flipped Mas-
tery in Mr. Miles’ eyes is that, “every kid 
has the opportunity to self-pace, which 
is really nice for the guys who want to 
get ahead.” Another advantage is that all 
assessments are individualized. 
 Mr. Miles likes the fact that, “[He] 
get[s] to step out of the way and [the 
student] becomes the primary director 
of both his pace and the level of content 
that he is picking up.”
 When asked about his experience 
so far with Flipped Mastery, Nirakar 
Pandey (’17) remarked, “The flipped mas-
tery is a very drastic change to the way 
we normally learn how to do science. I 
personally enjoy when a teacher teaches 
material in class, but the time and effort 
and individual attention Mr. Miles gives 
us is amazing. Learning on our own can 
be challenging at times, but it is definitely 
rewarding when you truly grasp a concept 
without anyone else’s assistance.”
 Jordan Yaffe (’17) has had a slightly dif-

ferent experience with Flipped Mastery 
so far. He commented, “My experience so 
far with Flipped Mastery has been awe-
some. I really enjoy going at my own pace 
and everything about it has been good for 
me . . . I think it’s really smart, especially 
for the subject of chemistry. It’s a really 
good idea, and it’s working for me.” 
 While Flipped Mastery might not be 
for everyone, Mr. Miles is teaching an 

important lesson that transcends chem-
istry class, which is that each student 
needs and deserves individual attention. 
By giving students the choice of how they 
learn the required content, whether that 
is through videos, textbooks, or in-class 
demos, Mr. Miles is empowering his stu-
dents to take responsibility for their own 
education. 

Father and Son reFlect on 
the 100th Game

 As my father, Tom Booker (‘79), put 
it, “...the first time...I felt like I was 
a Gilman guy, I was playing in the 
Gilman-McDonogh game.” 
 My father played in his last Gilman-
McDonogh game 35 years ago, and I 
will play in my second on November 
7th. The game has changed in some 
ways since 1976, but the core aspects of 
the storied game continue to drive the 
century old rivalry. 
 The annual Gilman-McDonogh foot-
ball game has been a tradition in my 
life since birth, and even more so when 
I came to Gilman, 11 years ago, after 
going to McDonogh for kindergarten 
(It was not my own decision, I swear). 
My father came to Gilman in eighth 
grade. Not having touched a football 
field in his life, my dad was actually a 
highly ranked tennis player when he 
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The News seeks to create 
conversation. Our mis-
sion at The News is to pro-
vide a publication that not 
only reports news around 
school, but also provides 

the students with a formal platform to 
affect change in the way our school func-
tions.
 At Gilman, we are afforded many 
opportunities to take charge of our edu-
cation,  be it through student council or 
one-on-one conversations with adminis-
trators. Those who make the decisions at 
Gilman are willing to engage in conversa-
tion as well as listen, and for that we, as 
students, are incredibly grateful. 
 The News is a medium through which 
big changes are made.  We strive to pub-
lish editorials that clearly and succinctly 
present the author’s opinion and reason-
ing.  We edit and refine our articles until 
they provide the reader with everything 
he or she needs to know to consider the 
issue as objectively as possible.
 We are the voice of the students. In 
fact, any student may (and should) join 
and write for The News.  We meet every 
even day during fifth periods in the publi-
cations lab.  Additionally, all members of 
the Gilman community are welcome and 
encouraged to write Letters to the Editor.  
Any topic or viewpoint--either positive 
or negative--is welcome, although letters 
must be signed, and we reserve the right 
to edit for length and grammar.
 After we publish issues that contain 
controversial editorials, for example the 
September 30th issue this year, editors 
and staff alike take part in conversations 

Gilman Alumni
The News: Voice of the Students

by mICkey baroody

by basIl aposTolo

In Gilman’s past there have 
been many groundbreaking 
LGBTQ+ people whose cou-
rageous acts have encour-

aged comfort and support for Gilman’s 
gay population. The Gilman School is 
by no means a bastion of homosexual 
intolerance, but wasn’t always the most 
inclusive environment for gay people. 
Many gay students felt unable to come 
out for various reasons both within and 
outside of school. So, what was it like 
for them? In this column I hope to pay 
tribute to this group of gentlemen while 
at the same time shedding some light on 
Gilman’s history. 
 Brendon Hudson (‘12) , Class of 2012, 
currently spends most of his time in NYC 
utilizing his culinary skills or strutting 
the streets with the most stylish get-up 
you’ve ever seen. Brendon came out 
during his first year of college. When 
reflecting on “out” life, he said, “It’s amaz-
ing, and NYC has a lot to do with it...I’m 
a lot more comfortable with myself, and 
I don’t think about my every move or 
every word that comes out of my mouth 
anymore.” When I asked why he didn’t 
come out at Gilman, he said, “I think it 
was a combination of me not being ready 
and then not being sure how it would be 
handled by everyone, the community, 
the teachers.” I asked him what he would 
say to his high school self to help him; 
his response: “That’s hard because I feel 
like even if I was able to do that to my 
high school self he wouldn’t come out, 
but just to reassure him that’s it’s only 
a temporary thing...If you’re not ready, 
you’re not ready; keep doing whatever is 
keeping you comfortable.” 
 Charlie Kerr graduated in 2011. She, 
like Brandon, is loving life in NYC as 
she studies to be a lawyer. She began her 
physical transition from male to female 
about a year and a half ago. I asked her 
what her childhood was like as a trans-
gender person, to which she replied, “I 
didn’t have the words for it when I first 
knew because I was, you know, a child...I 
didn’t really admit it to myself until I was 
nineteen and I didn’t actually start my 
transition until about a year and a half 
ago.” Charlie had many challenges being 
trans at an all-boys school. She said, “It 
was really difficult, honestly. Having 
to hear everyday to be a Gilman man 
and having to wear this masculine, old-
fashioned dress code was really difficult.” 
Charlie didn’t tell anyone about how she 
felt in high school. 
 Imagine going to school everyday with 
one stressful thought dominating your 
mind 24/7. That was what it was like for 
Charlie and that is what it is like for most 
closeted LGBTQ+ people. While hiding 
his transgender identity, Charlie was out 
as queer at Gilman. 
 The term “queer” has evolved from its 
former derogatory connotation, and is 
now used as an umbrella term to describe 
those who aren’t heterosexual. It wasn’t 
easy being queer for Charlie either. 
“Hearing a lot of the sexist or homopho-
bic comments that people would make 

The Blue and The Gay:

casually was always tough,” Charlie says. 
To those who are in a similar situation to 
that of Charlie’s, he says, “Being in high 
school feels like it’s going to last forever, 
but you have so much of your life ahead 
of you after you graduate and you will 
find a community where you can feel 
welcomed.” Charlie is now in the final 
stages of her transition and lives happily 
in NYC with her friends (who are mostly 
LGBTQ+). 
 Ty Burdette, class of 2005,  currently 
studies law at Columbia University. He 
came out right after he graduated Gilman 
during his first year in college. He knew 
he was gay even before middle school. 
When I asked what made it difficult for 
him to come out, he said, “I think it’s more 
than just the school. The community as 
a whole was fairly conservative, as is 
my family. Society wasn’t really there as 
much.” I enjoyed hearing this response 
because it conveys a fairly accurate per-
spective on closeted life; the school itself 
is not always to blame when a student 
feels unable to come out as the problem 
may be rooted elsewhere, such as the 
family. Nonetheless, it is important for 
Gilman to be a place that does not syn-
chronize with domestic values, but rather 
perpetuates a sort of integrity within the 
social mentality on campus. Ty stated, 
“There wasn’t as much a sensitivity in the 
culture. There was a general emphasis 
on masculinity in a way that wasn’t very 
inclusive.”  
 Rodney Glasgow is the Head of Middle 
School at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School 
and also does influential work in the 
realm of diversity for the National Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools (NAIS). 
He was eager to offer his input both 
as an alumni and a gay man. Rodney 
attended Gilman in the 90’s when the 
social climate for members of the LGBT+ 
community was very different. He says, 
“At Gilman I think I experienced diffi-
culty and incredible support at the same 
time. What was interesting was I wasn’t 
out but people always assumed I was 
gay and treated me as such, positively 
or negatively. There were some students 
who had an issue with me being feminine 
so I had people call me “fag” as I walked 
down the hallway and do those sort of 
microaggressive things you would do if 
you were homophobic.” Rodney says he 
felt very supported by the administration, 
but did not feel as though he could come 
out. He told me that the closest he came 
to coming out in high school was with 
an essay he wrote in Mr. Spragins’ class. 
While reflecting on why he is thankful 
to have gone to Gilman, Rodney said, 
“Going to an all-boys school and being 
such a different boy but feeling like I still 
was part of that community helped me be 
me because if I could be me at Gilman I 
could be me anywhere.”
 In conclusion, I would like to thank 
the four people who were so eager to be 
a part of this column Their experience 
and wisdom is invaluable to the Gilman 
community, and I am certain that their 
words hit a chord with many people. 

about The News.  Some adults praise our 
articles.  Others are more hesitant, and 
ask that we remember our audience—an 
audience that is larger than the 400-some 
occupants of Carey Hall.  Others are flat-
out angry and upset at what we publish. 
 Many have expressed frustration that 
editorials criticizing policies, events, and 
decisions make their way into the hands 
of prospective parents and alumni.  These 
people argue that it makes Carey Hall and 
Gilman look bad to the wider community, 
and exposes “our bad side.” Instead of 
focusing on the bad side, those readers 
are often impressed that the administra-
tion gives the students a forum to voice 
such complaints.
 Although this may be a concern worth 
consideration (and one we do consider), it 
is not a driving force behind our decision 
to publish or not to publish an editorial.  
We strive to say the things that need to be 
said.  We aim to provide a wider perspec-
tive for the public to consider.  
 The News is a forum that requires 
thought, time and effort.  Not too long 
ago, a former Gilman student started a 
blog online, BlueGreyNation, that allows 
students to post complaints to different 
forums and discuss possible solutions.  
This quickly turned into a rowdy forum 
where things were said out of context and 
without proper thought.  The site was 
taken offline after some controversy.  We 
at the News aim to be a civil and intel-
lectual medium for discussion, not an 
anonymous online forum.  
 In the end, everything we do is out of 
love for Gilman.  Like everyone else in the 
greater Gilman community, we want what 
is best for the school and for its students.

Follow uS on twItter:
@TheGilmannews
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GIlman-mcdonoGh Game wIth hIS dad

A Volleyball Narrative: Unable to 
Claim the Elusive 3-peat

by aaron sluTkInarrived. Strapping on football pads and 
a helmet for the first time in 8th grade, 
my dad grew to love the game, and by his 
sophomore year of high school, he was a 
starter for the Varsity football team.
 Out of all the games he ever played, 
the games against McDonogh stick out 
to him the most. My father’s teams never 
lost a game to McDonogh, a great feat, 
considering the back and forth nature 
of the contest over the years. The lasting 
impact of the game is what my father 
most starkly remembers, and how even 
years after, the outcome of the game still 
holds relevance. When I think of the 
McDonogh game, the sheer energy pos-
sessed by the crowd comes to mind, and 
is felt by anyone who plays in the game, 
or has ever touched the field. 
 There is nervousness felt by the players 
as well, as the biggest game of the year is 
about to start. Some of this nervousness 
most definitely comes from the seniors. 
My Dad remarked on this, saying, 
“Frankly, for the seniors it is gonna be 
one of the last things they remember, so 

you want to win it.” Personally, I know 
what the team’s goal is every single year: 
to win the league and beat McDonogh. No 
matter how well we do during the course 
of the season, beating McDonogh is the 
priority. As my dad put it, “For seniors, 
especially in football, this is their last 
game. So [as] the rivalry, which marks 
time and begins the discussion of what 
happened during your time at Gilman, 
you always begin with whether you won 
or lost the McDonogh game.”
 The Gilman McDonogh game has been 
a unique tradition in my family, as it is an 
event that has intimately affected both 
me, and my father’s high school lives. To 
think that we are both part of a tradition 
that has encompassed an mulititude of 
incredible Gilman students, teachers, and 
football players is humbling to say the 
least. As the 100th game approaches, the 
ritual lives on. Whether it be on the field, 
or in the hearts and minds of a father 
and son, the spirit of the rivalry holds an 
unmatched significance that transcends 
generations.

 On September 19th, Gilman 
was as empty as it usually is 
on a Saturday. But, while 
most Gilman students were 
enjoying the leisure of the 
weekend, the volleyball 

team was grinding away in the weight 
room. Following their first loss against 
Boys Latin, Gilman’s varsity volleyball 
team experienced two things that were 
unfamiliar to the undefeated 2014 team: 
a loss and required time in the weight 
room. 
 Former varsity coach Neil Gabbey 
believed that the act of playing volley-
ball provided plenty of conditioning in 
itself. Coach Allenbach, on the contrary, 
believed that conditioning was very 
important to the success of a volleyball 
team. 
 Two chief factors exposed this team 
to suffer the varsity program’s  first loss 
since October of 2013.  Last year’s team 
was dominated by senior leadership 
and talent, pushing the team to a 16-0 
championship winning campaign. The 
presence of upperclassmen on any sports 
team is vital and tremendously beneficial, 
but losing eleven role-players—as this 
team did—can be detrimental. Further-
more, this team only returned three 
seniors, a program low, and one starter, 
Charlie Darby (‘17). 
 Perhaps even more challenging to this 
volleyball team was the departure of the 
program’s architect and head coach, Mr. 
Neil Gabbey. One of the most beloved 
teachers and coaches that the school has 
boasted, Gabbey’s impact as an educa-
tor—on and off the court—is both appar-
ent and striking. Jack Auen (‘15), a senior 

ThouGhTs?
letterS to the edItor are encouraGed

Send letterS to theGIlmannewS@GmaIl.com

The News reserves the right to edit letters for length and 
grammar.  Letters must be signed to be published.

 Don’t get overly invested in your homework. An old friend used to write such 
thorough answers when shorter, to the point answers would’ve been efficient. 
When he did this, he would have no time to do anything else. While it’s a shame to 
say it, students have a lot to do with six classes. Write what you need to, not more 
than you need to.
 With this extra time, sleep! While sleep may not seem too important, you’ll 
actually work better (and therefore faster) if you are not tired, meaning you get 
better grades and save time. And if you start to get tired at night and can’t think, 
go to sleep and get up early to do your homework so that you’ll be more awake.

 Do your homework the day you get it...Everyone says it and 
few people do it, but I promise it will make your life better.
 Don’t be uptight...Just relax and things will fall into place 
for you.

 Probably the dramatic increase in academic indepen-
dence, by that I mean the large amount of responsibility 
placed on the student to maintain their performance, and 
keep track of their progress.

 Join clubs. They will be fun, you will enjoy them, 
and if you get started early, you’ll be one of the most 
experienced club members by the time you’re a Senior.

 Don’t ever let your fear keep you from trying something you want to;  you are just 
as much a part of the Gilman Upper school as anyone else, so make the most of it!

 Do not be afraid to communicate! Whether it be with upperclassmen or faculty, 
if you have a question, concern, conflict, etc., the more you communicate and the 
faster you do it, the better.
 Start good academic habits now! Freshman year is a great place to experiment 
with different ways of managing your work, to find strategies that work and use them. 
And whatever you do, don’t grow complacent. You may be able to get away with a lot 
right now, but come Sophomore and especially Junior year, that complacency will 
come back to haunt you big time!
 Try as many new things as you can! There are tons of phenomenal clubs and 
extracurriculars at Gilman. Don’t let yourself be intimidated by upperclassmen, so 
go and give it a shot! You never know what you might discover. Not to mention you 
get out of study hall most of the time!

Freshmen Survival Tips
GuS meny (‘16)

chrIS wolFe (‘16)

John Ball (‘17)

WhaT are your Top Tips For Fresh-
men To adjusT To upper school?

WhaT are your Top Tips For 
Freshmen To adjusT To upper school?

do you have any addiTional 
inFormaTion ThaT Would Be helpFul?

WhaT Tips do you have 
For Time manaGemenT?

WhaT are your Top Tips For 
Freshmen To adjusT To upper school?

WhaT Was The hardesT ThinG For 
you To adjusT To as a Freshman?

At this stage in the school year, the rising Gilman 9th graders, myself included, 
are still getting acclimated to life as an Upper Schooler.  In keeping with Gil-
man’s tradition of supporting one another, some Gilman veterans were inter-

viewed to get their tips on surviving freshman year at Gilman.  

by alexander duh

captain on back-to-back championship 
teams (‘13-’14), gushed that “Coach 
Gabbey has been and will continue to be 
one of the most important people in my 
life...and truly the best coach I’ve ever 
had… because of the impact he had on me 
as a person.” Coach Gabbey’s impact on 
the teams he has coached has been well 
chronicled, but his absence, along with 
the roster turnover, greatly contributed 
to the team’s five losses in 2015.
 In a sport where teammates set each 
other up as much as they do, chemistry 
is paramount and the team played their 
best when they were having fun. Accord-
ing to Senior Captain Derrick Covington, 
“When we had fun, we played really well.” 
Their chemistry was vital to their success, 
and in their losses, it was absent. Gil-
man’s home crowd was also vital to their 
success.  As any Gilman student will tell 
you, an experience in the Deaf Dome is 
unparalleled. Behind the electricity of the 
student section, the team clearly fed off of 
the sheer energy of the crowd; of Gilman’s 
four regular-season losses, only one came 
at home. Missing Starting Outside Hitter 
Charlie Darby, the Hounds played at the 
top of their game, but were not able to 
overcome Loyola. 
 With roster and coaching turnover 
there were plenty of reasons for the team 
to fold under championship expecta-
tions. Overcoming adversity, the team 
fought their way to thirteen wins and an 
appearance in the championship game. 
Although, in the end, they were unable to 
pull out an upeset win, the season’s suc-
cess is due to the will of Gilman student-
athletes. 
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Who is Diego Matorras?

With the departure of long 
time teacher and coach Neil 
Gabbey, Gilman’s volleyball 
program gained several 
talented coaches to help fill 

the enormous shoes left behind. Among 
them is JV head coach Diego Matorras. 
At first glance, you might not think that 
coach Matorras came to Gilman to coach 
volleyball. JV captain Liam Muhly (‘18) 
remarks, “he looks more like an Argen-
tinian soccer star with his long hair and 
headbands than a volleyball player.” 
 In fact, coach Matorras did grow up 
in Argentina, having been born in a 
small town known as San Salvador de 
Jujuy, and later living in Buenos Aires. In 
May 2010, Matorras moved to Orlando, 
Florida to teach volleyball and take Eng-
lish classes at the University of Central 
Florida. Soon after, he earned his Masters 
in Exercise Physiology.
 “I started playing volleyball when I 
was twelve years old,” says Matorras, 
“as a setter most of the time, but I also 
played libero for a few seasons.” Having 
played the sport for close to thirty years, 
Matorras’ confidence as a coach led to an 
extremely successful season, where he 
taught several freshman who had never 
touched a volleyball in their life.
 However, to Matorras, winning isn’t 
everything. He added that one of his 
main goals this year is “to maintain and 

build upon the high standards that Coach 
Gabbey set for the program, and for both 
me and each and every one of my players 
to keep growing on and off the court as 
part of a team and as a person.”
 Before accepting his current coaching 
job at Gilman, Matorras had been a vol-
unteer assistant coach at Johns Hopkins. 
He later was offered coaching jobs from 
both Gilman and Hopkins, and decided 
to bring his talents to Gilman. Matorras 
added, “I feel I can give more and have a 
bigger impact as a coach here.”
 Indeed, it was quite an impact he made 
as a first-year coach for Gilman’s volley-
ball program, leading his team to a 13-3 
season and a spot in the championship 
game.
 There is no doubt in anyone’s mind 
that Matorras has maintained and built 
on Gilman’s strong reputation in the 
MIAA JV League, but more than that, 
he hopes to make every one of his play-
ers as passionate about the sport as he 
is. “Coaching any sport gives you the 
opportunity to teach specific concepts 
and skills about the sport itself, like serv-
ing, passing, defensive systems, strate-
gies and more, which are all relevant to 
the game. But even more important are 
the values that you use and learn while 
playing a sport. They are relevant for life. 
That responsibility is the best part about 
coaching volleyball.”

by John maragakIs

by gus meny

Just Duh It!

New Email Disclaimer Added to 
All School Emails

In this past month, Alex 
Duh took CT-20 by storm 
and claimed the freshman 
class presidency. Prior to 
the election, Alex was not 
considered a front-runner. 

Having never served in a student council 
position, Alex relied on his personality 
rather than resume to lock down the 
position.
 Alex took the 1-1/2 minutes allotted to 
him to show the class his sense of humor 
and likeability.  Alex’s charisma caught 
everyone in the room’s attention as he 
delivered his speech. Rather than giving 
a reserved and careful speech about his 
plans and valuable traits as others did, 
he ran into the room and led with an 
elaborate joke. While he emphasized his 
approachability and leadership skills like 
other candidates, he spoke in a distinct, 
animated, passionate manner that reso-
nated with his classmates. He delivered 
his speech just as he would talk to his 
friends, which was very energetic, and 
more than a few times drifted off into a 

Starting a few weeks ago, 
students may have noticed 
some text at the bottom of 
emails they received from 
Gilman addresses. Now, 
most of the school recog-

nizes that these disclaimers are auto-
matically included in any email within 
the Gilman network. How, then, did all 
of this come about?
 Mr. Thomas Gorski, Director of Educa-
tion and Technology Services, explained 
how the school had a cybersecurity audit 
6-8 months ago which led to the recent 
disclaimers in emails. He said, “If some-
one’s identity is somehow compromised, 

story or a joke that he pulled out of thin 
air. And while it was not the most direct 
way of getting his point across, it was 
certainly entertaining. 
 Besides his speech, he was the only 
candidate who came with a poster and a 
slogan, which consisted of his head pho-
toshopped onto Shia Labeouf’s body and 
the slogan “Just Duh It!” in bold letters. 
It was a hit, and many say that it was a 
contributing factor to him getting elected. 
 After the election, one voter remarked, 
“I think he won because he was very char-
ismatic and had a wonderful slogan...he 
is just a relatable guy.” Alex said, “I think 
that my poster relaxed everyone and put 
them more at ease while I was speaking.”  
Most freshmen know Alex is smart, and 
that he will be able to get the job done 
while keeping the spirits of the class 
high. Alex explained that he encourages 
input and has several ideas to increase 
the class fund. He ended by saying, “I 
do like humor because it’s a good way 
to make friends.  But my friends know I 
have a very serious side as well, and I’m 
thankful to the Freshman class for giving 
me the opportunity to show it.”

then the school is liable to produce for 
the Maryland Attorney General’s Office 
the policies that we have in place.” He 
described the audit process as a collab-
orative effort between the school and a 
cybersecurity firm, wherein the school 
would provide the firm information, and 
in turn the firm would craft the best set 
of policies for the school. The disclaimer 
only makes up one part of a policy in 
the effort to create the best policies for 
the school. “We had to have a policy on 
password management,” he explained, 
“and so part of that policy is that we had 
to have a disclaimer,” stressing the legal 
necessity, as well as his preference for the 
short disclaimer which appears in Gilman 

emails today.
 Again, the disclaimer made up only a 
small part of the overall effort to create 
an overarching policy. Mr. Gorski talked 
at length about another, more familiar 
problem to the Gilman student body: the 
Acceptable Use Policy (AUP). “We have to 
have a better, more practical acceptable 
use policy for people to sign,” he said, 
“and the other thing we need to come up 
with is, what’s the best way to have every-
one read and acknowledge that they’ve 
read the acceptable use policy.” Mr. 
Gorski cited the sluggishness of the AUP 

signing process on paper, and suggested 
alternatives ideas such as an online AUP.
 The policies Mr. Gorski talked about 
reached beyond the AUP and the email 
disclaimer, although these made up the 
majority of the discussion. Generally, 
the audit and disclaimer seemed to stem 
from legal reasons. Towards the end of 
the interview, Mr. Gorski indicated that 
if any students had any ideas to improve 
the AUP signing process and ensure that 
people read the document, they should let 
him know.

By The Numbers: 
Gilman-McDonogh Edition

2
games cancelled 
between 1914 and 

2015

1740 
total points scored 

by Gilman

4
players sent to the NFL 

between the schools

1171
total points scored by 

McDonogh

20
shut outs by Gilman

11 
shut outs by 
McDonogh

5
Gilman McDonogh 

ties

Coach Biff Poggi says  “  The game is a great game, a great 
rivalry McDonogh is obviously really good, we haven’t beat them 
in two years, so they seem to have our number. This game is really 
interesting to me because I might be the only person that’s ever 
coached at both schools. My first year out teaching and coaching 
was at McDonogh and now I’m here at Gilman. It’s certainly a game 
that’ll be a lot of fun to play, but a great challenge. ”
Coach Dom Damico said “Coaching in the McDonogh vs 
Gilman game is something that I look forward to every year.  It is 
a fun, intense week and there is nothing like beating Gilman. It 
makes your entire year.   I am fortunate to have coached in 21 of 
them and they are all special, but what makes them really special is 
when you win.”

head coacheS BIFF poGGI (GIlman) and dom damIco 
(mcdonoGh) on the Game and the rIvalry

Thanks To ben levInson (gIlIman) 
and JaCk JankoWskI (mCdonogh) 
for These InTervIeWs.


